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*May 9, 1946: Western Electric, later known at At&T , opens its radio works in Winston-Salem,
ushering in a new era of business expansion that saw the city's walls of provincialism begin to
crumble.

*July 30, 1946: T he Baptist State Convention announces that it will move Wake Forest College to
Winston-Salem after the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation offers to commit its yearly income - about
$235,000 - to an endowment for Wake Forest and raise another $2 million in private subscriptions.

*April 27, 1947: Unionized employees, mostly black, strike at R.J. Reynolds T obacco Co. for 38
days.

*Feb. 20, 1948: Piedmont Airlines, based in Winston-Salem, begins commercial passenger service
with a flight from Wilmington to Cincinnati.

*Nov. 1949: A. Alexander Morisey joins the Winston-Salem Journal as a reporter and becomes the
first black to work in a formerly all-white newsroom.

*May 22, 1950: Old Salem Inc. is chartered to rescue the old Moravian village by restoring more
than 10 buildings. T he nonprofit corporation would restore or reconstruct more than 60 buildings
as it turned Old Salem into a museum of national significance.

*Oct. 15, 1951: President Harry S. T ruman presides over the ground-breaking ceremonies for the
new campus of Wake Forest College. Classes begin five years later.

*Sept. 30, 1953: WSJS T elevison, started by a subsidiary of Piedmont Publishing Co., goes on the air
with the first game of the World Series between the New York Yankees and the Brooklyn Dodgers.

*Sept. 5, 1957: Gwendolyn Bailey, a black student, begines the slow process of integrating public
schools by entering Reynolds High School.

*Sept. 30, 1957: Combined circulation for the Journal and Sentinel tops 100,000 for the first time.

*Jan. 6, 1958: T he first three-mile section of the East-West Expressway, now Business 40, opens.
When completed two years later, the $16 million highway, the first limited-access highway in the
state, alleviated congestion on city streets.

*Jan. 10, 1960: T he Journal and Sentinel staffs complete the move into a 21,000 square-foot



addition to the Marshall Street building. It's part of a $1.5-million expansion and moderization that
also includes new presses.

*April 19, 1964: Forsyth Memorial Hospital opens.

Feb. 28. 1966: Winston-Salem's tallest and then most-conspicuous landmark, the 30-story
Wachovia Building formally opens.

Nov. 2-5, 1967: Blacks riot after a black man is killed by city police. Stores are burned and looted,
but no one is seriously injured.
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