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NEWS
Students take MLK safety issues to city
By Keith Caesar
ARGUS MANAGING EDITOR

With the rise of Rams 
Commons now very 
much visible, Winston- 
Salem State students took 
their case to the city man
ager concerning the issue 
of safety when crossing 
Martin Luther King Drive 
and the fears associated 
with the influx of traffic.

President of the Student 
Government Association, 
Carmille Akande was 
joined by several mem
bers of her cabinet and 
members of other campus 
organizations in a meet
ing with city planners to 
ponder what could possi
bly be done to make the 
crossing of MLK Drive 
safe.

City Manager Bryce 
"Bill" Stuart met with the 
students, along with 
Assistant City 
Manager/Public Works 
Tom Griffin and Director

of Transportation Gregory 
Turner.

Turner said that there 
were a number of options 
that have already been 
looked at concerning the 
crossing of MLK drive. 
They include everything 
from an overpass to a 
possible tunnel.

The ultimate aim as part 
of Chancellor Martin's 
plan is to have MLK drive 
reduced to a two-lane 
street with additional 
parking added along that 
street.

But for the students, the 
main aim of the meeting 
was to make city officials 
aware that the stretch of 
MLK drive between 
Reynolds road and the 
F.L. Atkins building is 
where students frequently 
cross. And the safety of 
the students is the main 
concern.

Akande noted that in 
the past four years, five

students had been 
involved in accidents 
while crossing the area 
between the main 
entrance of the campus 
and the crosswalk that 
leads to the Anderson 
Center.

Ebony Briggs, a fresh
man, business economics 
major led a presentation, 
which looked at possible 
avenues. Her presentation 
noted that the construc
tion of an overpass could 
run around $500,000.

Other concerns include 
the lengthening of the 
time of the crossing light 
signal when crossing from 
the main entrance to 
Wilson, giving students 
ample time to cross.

"What we are looking 
for are some short term 
goals," said Akande.

Stuart said that the city 
planners are aware of the 
concerns of the students 
and were open to the
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Students must cross Martin Luther King Jr. Drive to get 
back and forth from their classes and dorm rooms.

options that the students 
might have.

"It is interesting what 
you're saying this time, it 
is exactly what was being 
said back in 1979," said 
Stuart. "What was not 
realized at the time was 
how WSSU would grow."

City officials told the 
students that any possible 
work on the road would 
take several months to

several years. They also 
said that MLK drive was 
a state road and that any 
approval of the roads 
would have to come from 
the state offices in 
Raleigh.

Officials suggested that 
the students take their 
concerns to the Winston-
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Rammies to honor Mass Comm students achievements
By Safari M .  Jeffries
ARGUS REPORTER_________________

The 44th annual 
Grammy Award ceremo
ny took place just a few 
weeks ago, and it was evi
dent to everyone how 
artistic value loses to com
mercialism.

Well, for the first time at

Winston-Salem State 
University, the Rammies 
will be held on Thursday, 
April 18. This extraordi
nary event, presented by 
the department of mass 
communications is a spin
off idea from popular 
award shows such as the 
Grammys and the

Academy Awards.
The Rammies award 

ceremony will not only 
showcase the creative 
ideas concocted by mass 
communication majors, 
but it will also give facul
ty, students, and the 
department a chance to 
come together and create

a legacy for years to come.
"It's a university and 

student recognition pro
gram," said Baxter Griffin, 
technical advisor for Ram 
News. "The Rammies is a 
good endeavor, this will 
be followed up for years 
to come."

Student support of the

program is well anticipat
ed. According to students, 
this program could not 
have come soon enough.

"It's about time we got 
an awards ceremony," 
said Stephanie Cotton, a
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Why do WSSU students
go home on weekends?

It s boring 
and some 
people may 
miss their 
friends and 
families.”

Because 
there’s noth
ing to do 
here. On the 
weekends, 
you don’t 
hear about 
any parties,
and if there are any parties it’s 
with the locals.”

For one 
there is 
nothing to 
do on the 
weekends, 
so therefore 
if everything 
is planned
during the week, then everyone 
goes home on the weekends 
because they are bored ”

“A lot of stu
dents get 
homesick 
and there is 
not much 
entertain
ment on 
campus or 
in the city”

Zach James 
Senior, mass communications

Timber Madison 
Senior, elementary education

Jerron Lynah 
Freshman, business marketing

Antonio Covington 
Freshman, nursing
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