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Family Day Registration
Advance registration is

under way for The Chronicle's
6th annual We Are Family
Day/ 25th Anniversary Cele¬
bration. Food, games and fun
will be the main course for
this momentous event that
will take place August 28.
Registration forms are avail¬
able at The Chronicle, 617
North Liberty Street in Win-
ston-Salem. For more infor¬
mation call 722-8624.

Basketball Shootout
The 13th annual Hang the

Net 3-Point Shootout & Slam
Dunk Contest will take place
at the Hanes Hosiery Recre¬
ation Center, 501 Reynolds
Blvd. in Winston-Salem, July
22. This event will start at
2:30 p.m. and will feature a

"celebrity and former college
stars" men's and women's
shootout, plus a slam dunk
contest featuring youth and
college players.
Softball Game And Car Wish

Bring you family amT a
lawn chair to Rupert Bell
Softball Field on File Street
behind Mount Zion Baptist
Church July 22 at 6 p.m. and
watch the Winston-Sajem
Supreme Angels take on the
Davidson County Girls. The
Angels are North Carolina's
only tri-sanctioned African
American girls softball team
in action. Then on July 24
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Burger
King, corner of East Fifth

v.' and Martin Luther King, Jr.
Blvd., will be the site where
the Angels will hold a fund-
raising car wash as they pre¬
pare for the regional tourna¬
ment in Virginia. All donors
will receive a pizza card good
for free pizzas. If you are
unable to attend any of these
events but would still like to
support the Angels, please
send your donations to: N.C.
Girls Academic Athlete Club,
RO. Box 1652, Winston-
Salem, N.C. 27102-1652 or

call 725-5577 for more infor¬
mation.

Concert
The Healing Force will

present an outdoor family
concert July 25 at 7 p.m. at
the Reynolda House,, Muse¬
um of American Art. The
energetic program includes
ethnic music, dance, story¬
telling and lots of audience
participation. For further
information contact 725-
5325.

Y2K Information
The Year 2000 Community

Task Force invites you to
attend a public information
forum called "Common Sense
Answers to Y2K Questions."
The program will run from 7-
9 p.m. at the Board of Alder-

Imen chamber in Winston-
Salem July 26. Representa¬
tives from city and county
government, the Office of
Emergency Management,
public utility companies and
local medical centers that
serve residents of Winston-
Salem and Forsyth County
will be there.
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Happy reunion
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Kayyum Allah, known at tho Happy Hill Artist, paints Afritan liberation colors on tho Sims Center mural.
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Thousands gather to celebrate
history of Happy Hill community

\ »

By FELECIA P. MCMILLAN
COMMUNITY CORRESPONDENT

Thousands came out to cele¬
brate the state's oldest African
American community last week¬
end.

More than 2,000 former resi¬
dents of Happy Hill gathered at the
Williams C. Sims Recreation Cen¬
ter and Field for the sixth annual
Happy Hill Reunion. The event
featured the unveiling of a histori¬
cal mural on opening night, open¬
ing reception, candlelight vigil, grill
out, talent show, games, prizes,
entertainment, fun and fellowship.

The founding fathers of the
Happy Hill Garden Reunion
Benjamin Piggott and William
"Rock" Bitting - created the gath-
ering to give the youths of the com¬
munity pride. Bitting, a former res¬
ident of Happy Hill, and Piggott,
center supervisor of Sims Center,
focused on bringing p9sitive role
models who are connected to
Happy Hill before the
youths of the
com-

munity so that the youths can iden¬
tify with a common origin.

For this reason, the organizers
chose Arthur Childs Jr., Winston-
Salem Sportsman Hall of Famer
and president and CEO of ACJ &
Associate in Washington, D.C., as
the keynote speaker for opening
night. Kayyum Allah, visual artist,
aided by students from Artiva, cre¬
ated a mural that represents the
community's history.

Childs developed his speech
around the idea "Building a Com¬
munity Coalition to Develop Jew¬
els in the Rough." He offered sug¬
gestions to the parents, children
and leaders in the audience about
ways to refine the"youths of Happy
Hill Gardens for successful compe¬
tition against obstacles His path
leads from the Happy Hill Gardens
community to the halls of the U.S.
Department of Education and

a

For this reason, Childs has
grave concerns about the educa¬
tional status of youths in his for¬
mer neighborhood and around the
country.

He has served as the interim
chief of stafT of the Office of the
Superintendent of Schools for the
District of Columbia Public
Schools; administrator. Youth Ser¬
vices Administration for District of
Columbia government; director of
educational accountability for the
U. S. Department of Education;
deputy director of the U. S. Office
of Education; and as an adminis¬
trator for the University of the Dis¬
trict of Columbia. Childs said it
took "staying power" to accom¬

plish his goals.
"While it has not been an easy

journey, it has been one. that has
been extremely fulfilling and
rewarding....! never missed an

opportunity to improve my lot,
and I had to remind myself that I
was on a mission to demonstrate
that just because I was bom in
poverty did not mean that I had to

relegate myself to a life of misery
and pain that I would eventually
find my rightful niche and place at
the head of the table," he said.

"Don't believe the hype that
you cannot learn because you are

poor. Being educationally disad¬
vantaged or economically disen¬
franchised^ are temporary barriers
that can,be overcome by, hard work
and determination."

Childs encouraged the youths
to "appreciate the importance of
higher-order critical thinking skills
through the mastery of math and

> science"; to identify and develop
their talents; to refine their oratori¬
cal, writing and networking skills;
and to avoid getting "permanently

sidetracked by
high risk

t u'r

or self-destructive behavior."
"Freshmen at Wake Forest

University are being required to
have a laptop computer, and this is
an easy task for well-to-do families.
But what of those from this com¬
munity who may not have access to
the Internet, no library or comput¬
er in their homes? We need to
address the widening gap between
the haves and the have-nots," he
said.

"We have to undergird them
with the kind of skills and where¬
withal to make a go'of it. Math
and science are critical filters to a .

meaningful world of work. People
who can think, compute, write,
help solve problems, troubleshoot
systems have mastered math and
science skills."

Allah said the wisdom of
Childs connected directly to the
mural the he and the students from
Artiva created. Within 21 days, the
students had completed three

See Happy Hill on C2

UPUHH^
T»n apprentice artiste from the Artiva project pointed these three murols that feature a historical perspective of universal African American history, stemming from Happy
Hill Garden. Kayyum Allah, lead artist, designed the three murals for the Arts Council. The murals were unveiled on July 16 at Happy Hill Reunion.

. Community News Deadline is 5 p.m. Monday . "Send us your High School and College stories" .


