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Vernon Robinson is the only black seeking to replace Richard
Burr in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Robinson House
campaign says it's
raised $ 1 million
CHRONICLE si \l-l R!FORI

The Vernon Robinson for
Congress campaign has said
that it has reached the $1 mil¬
lion mark in fund-raising.
Robinson
is one of
eight
Republi¬
cans who
will com¬

pete in
the May
primary
for a
chance to
replace
Richard
Burr as

Barr

the 5th District representative
in the U.S. House of Repre¬
sentatives.

The Robinson campaign
said that it is the first in the
5th District race to raise $1
million.

The campaign said that
more than 22,000 "conserva¬
tive donors" in all 50 states
have donated money to the
campaign. Robinson's fund-
raising efforts have been
aided by Congressman Tom

Tancredo (R-Colo.), former
Congressman Jack Kemp, and
former Ambassador Alan
Keyes, the campaign said.
The campaign said that for¬
mer U.S. Rep Bob Barr and
former FBI Agent Gary
Aldrich attended a fund-raiser
for Robinson in November.

Robinson has also used
controversial flyers and e-
mails to raise money from
ultraconservatives. In some

literature, he has lambasted
black leaders such as Jesse
Jackson and the Rev. Al
Sharpton. Robinson said the
literature is n&fessary so that
he can show white voters that
his politics are different from
most African-Americans'.
Robinson is currently serving
his second term as a member
of the Winston-Salem City
Council.

"I am humbled by' the
sheer size of the legion of
conservatives who have ral¬
lied behind my candidacy."
Robinson said in a statement.
"My conservative message is
obviously reaching the people
of the 5th District and the
nation."
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Library officials want part of Spring Street closed to give the library more of a campus look.

Library's wish list includes new
building and black history museum

* &

Officials want
county to helpfund
$27 million project
BY T. KEVIN WALKER
TOE CHRONICLE

A proposed renovation and
expansion of the Central Branch
Library may lead to the creating
of the city's first full-fledged
black history museum.

The Forsyth County Board
of Commissioners is set to
debate early next year the merits
of a spruced-up library. Offi¬
cials with the library want to
increase the size of the Central
Branch from 84.000 square feet
to about 124,000 square feet.
The library also wants to reno¬
vate and expand the neighbor¬
ing Bahnson House, which the
library owns, to create a black
history museum focusing on

local history. The Bahnson
House also would feature a
museum dedicated to the history
of Winston, the town that
merged with Salem in 1913.

Billy Rich, the president of
the Soci-
ety for
the Study
of Afro-
Ameri¬
can His¬
tory, said
a muse¬
um is
some-

thing his
organiza¬
tion has
h n

Hamlin

pushing for. The group released
a local black history book four
years ago that included vintage
pictures. SSAAH has kept those
pictures and other artifacts.
Rich said a museum would give
the organization a place to dis¬
play its growing collection.

"This would give us a

chance to share these things
with the rest of the city." Rich
said.

Last week Forsyth County
Library administrators, mem¬
bers of the library's board and
foundation presented their wish
list for the library to commis¬
sioners. Citing that I .(MX) people
visit the Central Branch Library
each day, Sylvia Sprinkle Ham¬
lin, library director, said the
estimated $27 million it would
cost for the library and Bahnson
House projects would be a wise
investment.

The Forsyth County Library
Foundation said it would work
to raise $7 million of private
money. That money would be
used to completely fund the $5
million needed for the Bahnson
House project. The remaining
$2 million would go toward the
library project, which would
include renovating a portion of
the Fifth Street building and
new construction as well.

Library officials envision
more' than simple renovations,
but a whole new concept for the
library, complete with lots of
open and green space. The pro¬
posal calls for a portion of
Spring Street to be closed to
vehicle traffic. Currently, the

library and the Bahnson House
are separated by Spring Street.

John Davis, head of the
library foundation, said the
project is not a want but a need.

"The facility itself is very
old. It is actually dilapidated,"
he said. Part of the building
dates back to 1952. An addition
was made in 1980. Davis said;
he fears that the aging building;
has the potential to lead to-
injury for visitors and employ-'
ees.

The library also has out¬
grown its current space. Com- i
puter use at the library alone has;
increased by 3(X) percent in the
last five years. The building's'
existing meeting room space is;
not enough to meet demand,
officials said.

Some commissioners indi¬
cated that they will support the
proposal, or some version of it.

. Commissioner Walter Marshall
said he thinks it is a good idea to

spruce up the library.-Commis¬
sioner Dave Plyler called the
concept "wonderful" and past
due. The county has just com¬

pleted a batch of capital
improvement projects, includ- i
ing new county government and'
Department of Social Services
buildings.File Phoio

Mayor Allen Joines
speaks to Dr. H.
Rembert Malloy last
summer during a

birthday celebration
held for Malloy at
Ivy Arms Apart¬
ments.

Library
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library.
Last Thursday, commis¬

sioners took up the issue of
the name change in a closed
session. Commissioner Walter
Marshall said the change is
being applauded by board
members.

"Everybody thought it was
a good idea." he said.

The seed for the name

change was planted by state
Rep. Larry Womble. whose
resolve to see the library
renamed was increased this
month after a bronze sculp¬
ture of George Black, a

famous local African-Ameri¬
can brickmaker. was unveiled
in front of the new Forsyth
Qyunty Government Build¬
ing. the building in which the
commissioners hold their
meetings. Womble said he
wants to see more and more

tangible signs of the many
contributions blacks have
made.

"There are not enough
things in the city that show¬
case the many wonderful con¬
tributions African-Americans

have made." Womble said.
"We need (o have more visi¬
ble signs about our contribu¬
tions. If people can't see it
and touch it. then our contri¬
butions become invisible."

The Malloys and Jordan
practice® medicine for
decades in East Winston. H.
Rembert Malloy recently cel¬
ebrated his 90th birthday. Jor¬
dan and the elder Malloy are
deceased.

Earlier this year. Womble
and his Forsyth County Gen¬
eral Assembly colleague Ear-
line Parmon honored H. Rem¬
bert Malloy at his birthday
party for his many contribu¬
tions to the community. H.
Rembert Malloy also received
the prestigious Henry Frye
award from the N.C. Legisla¬
tive Black Caucus this year.

Sylvia Sprinkle Hamlin.
Forsyth County library direc¬
tor. said the library board was
also very enthusiastic about
the idea of renaming the
branch after Womble pro¬
posed the idea.

"The library board thought
it made sense, and they wrote
a letter to the county commis¬
sioners recommending (the
change)," she said. The coun-

ty's library branches are
named based on their geo¬
graphic locations (such as
Carver School Road Branch.
Southside Branch). HanTlin
said the buildings that house
some branches are named for
local notables.

This would be the second
time that the Hast Winston
site would undergo a name

change. It originally opened
in the 1950s as the East Win¬
ston Branch Library. It was
later changed to the East Win¬
ston Heritage Center.
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