All hail, the modest hero

Photo courtesy of Tampa Bay Times/ZUMA Wire

MAY / 2018 ISSUE 50

St. Petersburg rejoiced when Shirley Fry, its hometown
hero, won the tennis singles championship at Wimbledon
in 1956. So proud was the city that officials threw Fry a
ticker-tape parade down Central Avenue, the only such
celebration in St. Petersburg’s history. The city also gave
her a 1956 Chevrolet, held a banquet, and presented
her with the title to the municipal pier, the latter perhaps
only partly in jest.
The Coast Guard station in town wanted to name one of
its helicopters “Whirley Shirley” as a nod to the champ,
who was surprised by all the attention.
“Shirley was always a minimizer of her talents and
accomplishments and always remembered St. Pete’s
reaction to her win as something she was maybe not
worthy of,” says daughter Karen Mahoney.
Fry, now 90, lives quietly in a Naples retirement center,
where she moved a year ago to be closer to her children.
Her competitive fire has continued to burn. At her
previous senior community, Village on the Green near
Orlando, she won 13 championships in such sports
as pool, bocce, and horseshoes. Her last was a pool
championship at age 89.
Fry wasn’t purely St. Petersburg. The Akron, Ohio, native
originally had come to Florida to attend Rollins College.
In 1954, she landed in St. Pete, intending to retire from
professional tennis at age 28. An aching elbow seemed
to have derailed her career.
After Shirley Fry’s singles-championship win at
Her memory is fading about events more than 60 years
ago, but Mahoney helped open a chapter of her Wimbledon in 1956, her adopted hometown greeted
her with the city’s only ticker-tape parade.
mother’s life.
“She thought it was time to retire, especially since her doubles partner, Doris Hart, had retired,” Mahoney says.
Dan Sullivan, a veteran St. Pete coach, thought otherwise. He began mentoring Fry and he helped her get a
job as a copy clerk at the St. Petersburg Times.
“After some time at the newspaper, her elbow felt better and she really missed tennis,” Mahoney says. “She
began to play local Florida events, and realized she was still good enough to make a run at Wimbledon.”
Fry’s subsequent comeback took her to Wimbledon’s famed Centre Court in England, where she swamped
England’s Angela Buxton in two consecutive sets taking just 50 minutes.
After winning tournaments in Dusseldorf, Germany, and River Forest, Illinois, Fry returned to Florida.
An Eastern Airlines Constellation landed her at Tampa International Airport at 1:27 p.m. on a Friday. A crowd
and a tumultuous “welcome home” awaited her. When Fry stepped off the plane, her mouth dropped open
in an astonished “Oh!” according to newspaper accounts.
“Shirley Conquers the City in Love Sets,” said the Times headline, which also referred to the day of the week
as “Fryday.” The parade left Central Avenue awash in ankle-deep ticker tape, the newspaper said.
Two months later, Fry won the United States singles title over Althea Gibson in Forest Hills, New York, In 1957,
she won the Australian Championships title by beating Gibson again. She also became engaged to tennis
official Karl Irvin, marrying him in Sydney.
She never played in another major tournament. The
International Tennis Hall of Fame inducted her in 1970.
But, Fry never forgot St. Petersburg.
“It was so hard to beat an English girl in the finals
of Wimbledon, and she was so thankful that St.
Pete stepped up and supported her as its adopted
daughter,” Mahoney says.
Story by
Jon Wilson

This article is reprinted from FORUM, the statewide magazine of the Florida
Humanities Council. (www.FloridaHumanities.org)
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Inside, you will find articles and local
information about the nearby area.
We want it to be a Neighborhood
Newsletter primarily about your
neighborhood - Downtown, Snell Isle
and Old Northeast. That is why when
you have news or events, contact us.
This newsletter is printed every other
month and mailed to every occupied
area house, business & PO Box.
We hope you enjoy our newsletters.
We want your news and input.
Did you like this issue? What
suggestions do you have for future
articles? Call or email us your
comments, or take our survey at
StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.
Do you need another copy? Ask for
them at the UPS Stores at 2nd St.
and 2nd Ave S., 740 4th Street N. or
38th Avenue N. next to Publix.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN
IN JULY!
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AWAPS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 822-1532
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE . 821-4069
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS ASSN
Michael Gulley
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DOWNTOWN BUSINESS ASSN . 743-6262
DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS CIVIC ASSN
Marion Lee
. . . . . . . . . .894-9491
DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP . 821-5166
100 Second Ave., Suite 150
EXCHANGE CLUB OF ST PETE . . .623-4880
FRIENDS SUNSHINE CENTER . .821-2323
FRIENDS MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY
Wayne Finely, President . 813-767-5503
GWFC ST. PETE WOMAN’S CLUB . . . 822-4982
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HISTORIC OLD NE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN
Peter Motzenbecker President 342-0653
KIWANIS CLUB OF ST PETE. . 821-5518
NORTHEAST EXCHANGE CLUB 528-3828
NORTHEAST LITTLE LEAGUE . . 526-9602
PRESERVE THE BURG . . . . . .
.
824-7802
Allison Stribling, Ex Dir
ROTARY OF ST. PETERSBURG . . 822-3277
Paula Adams, Ex Sec. SPRotary.org
ROTARY SUNSHINE
stpeterotary.com
SECOND TIME AROUNDERS . . 322-4778
SPIFFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 552-1896
STAMP CLUB OF ST PETE . . . . .744-4106
ST. PETE DNA. . . . . . . 727-365-6340
ST PETERSBURG FREE CLINIC . 821-1200
ST PETE SAILING CENTER
250 2nd Ave SE - Boating-StPete.org
SAIL & POWER SQUADRON . . . 424-9800
SUNCOASTERS OF ST PETE . . .821-9888
TOASTMASTERS DOWNTOWN ST PETE
Alexis Shuder
893-7918
DOWNTOWN ST PETE TOASTMASTERS
Cynthia Jenkins
742-6840
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LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

AMERICAN STAGE . . . . . . . .823-1600
FLORIDA ORCHESTRA . . . . . 892-3331
GREAT EXPLORATIONS . . . .821-8992
JANNUS LANDING . . . . . . .896-2276
MAHAFFEY THEATER. . . . . . 892-5798
MUNICIPAL MARINA. . . . . . 893-7329
PALLADIUM THEATRE . . . . . . 822-3590
ST. PETERSBURG OPERA . . . 823-2040
STATE THEATRE. . . . . . . . . . 895-3045
STUDIO @ 620. . . . . . . . . . .895-6620
SUNKEN GARDENS. . . . . . . 551-3100
CHIHULY COLLECTION . . . . 822-7872
THE COLISEUM . . . . . . . . . . 892-5202
TROPICANA FIELD . . . . . . . .825-3137

-----------------------------------------

ST. PETE COLLEGE . . . . . . . .341-4249
UNIVERSITY SOUTH FLORIDA . 873-4873
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Did You Know

MORNING
MARKETS The
Saturday Morning
Market continues
through May 26,
then it will break
for the summer.
The Williams Park
Summer Market
will operate from
June 2 through
August 25, 9am1pm. It will include about 50 vendors in the shaded park.
Market patrons are asked to join the crusade for clean
oceans by supporting the use of reusable bags instead of
plastic bags for Market purchases. Bring our own reusable
bags for weekly shopping; the Market will also have
branded, reusable bags available for purchases.
MAKE YOUR DOCK SAFER For under $10 you can
improve a child’s chances of survival if they fall off your
dock. Buy rope at your local hardware store and tie it to
various places around the dock. Show your children where
these ropes are. If they were to fall in, they can hold on
to them, until you can reach them. Barnacles grow on
ladders, pylons and even ropes, but you can replace the
rope every few months at almost no cost, giving children
something to grab and you some peace of mind.
BOATING LICENSE Before operating a vessel with
a motor of 10 HP or more in Florida, everyone born
on or after January 1, 1988 is required to either have
successfully completed a National Association of State
Boating Law Administrators approved boating education
course, have passed a course equivalence or temporary
certificate examination, and have in their possession
a boating education ID card and a photo identification
card. Identification cards for persons completing the
course or the equivalence exam are good for a lifetime.
Temporary Certificate exams are available to the public
through contractors. The temporary certificate is valid for
12 months from the issue date.
RAYS PRIDE NIGHT June 8th is Tampa Bay Ray’s Pride
Night at Tropicana Field. Tickets are $30 and includes
a limited-edition Rays Pride hat. When ordering tickets
online, use the special code Pride3 to receive the hat. That
night, they are playing the Seattle Mariners.
OUR 50TH ISSUE This is the 10th
anniversary and 50th Issue of the St.
Petersburg Downtown Newsletter.
We started this community
newspaper in March of 2008,
and you can still read that issue at
StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com. A
big thanks goes to our advertisers
for their support; without them it
would not be possible. We also want
to thank all our readers. You are
the reason we write the newsletter.
We appreciate all your feedback
and great story ideas. This is one of
four newsletters we publish every
other month. The others are Belleair
(area), Indian Rocks Beach and Clearwater Beach. Please keep
your comments coming to Bob@GriffinDirectories.com.
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and More...

CASA’S FARM TO
TABLE(AUX) 2018
In April, Culinary
indulgences,
i n s p i r e d
performances, an
exciting
auction,
cheer and laughter
were all paired
with a special call
to action. All 400
attendees stood up
together with CASA to proclaim their efforts to “Stand Up
to Silence.” All told, the event held at the Vinoy, exceeded
all their fundraising expectations to support CASA’s
prevention programs and life-saving services to end
domestic violence! Additional donations towards programs
to end domestic violence are needed in order to fund for
the remainder of the year. These vital contributions can
be made online at www.casa-stpete.org/donate. For more
information or to learn about future CASA events please
contact info@casa-stpete.org / 727-895-4912.
RAIN GARDENS AND BARRELS June 16 from
10:30am to noon at Sunken Gardens, learn how to
create your own beautiful and functional rain garden and
the best collecting techniques using rain barrels. A limited
number of rain barrels will be for sale after the program
($40/each). Brian Niemann of the Pinellas County UF/
IFAS Extension will lead this fun and informative program
in their air-conditioned classroom. It is free with paid
admission or membership.
SPA BEACH SUN SHADE The pier district is getting a
$250,000 donation from the American Academy of
Dermatology to build a large shade structure adjacent to
Spa Beach. The AAD’s annual grants program’s purpose
is to build permanent shade structures at schools, day
care centers, parks and for other non-profit organizations.
Since it began in 2000, they have awarded 368 such
grants. St. Pete was selected because, “it would reach a
large number of people in an area that receives a great
deal of sun exposure.”
NO PARKING
During the Pier’s construction, the
Museum of History will remain open, but the parking lot
behind the building will not be available. Visitors will have
to park elsewhere and walk to the museum.
FIRE EXTINGUISHER RECALL Do you
have a Kidde brand fire extinguisher in
your house or r on your boat? Kidde, in
conjunction with the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission, announced a product
recall for certain fire extinguishers with
plastic handles or push-buttons. They can
become clogged or require excessive force
to activate, posing a risk of failure or having
the nozzle blow off. If you have a recalled
extinguisher, they will replace it FREE. Visit
the recall section of their web site, Kidde.
com to determine if you have a recalled
model and to ask for a replacement.
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN JULY Read this issue, and
others, online at StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.
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CREATING ART IN PUBLIC PLACES

Local Artist Mike Elwell Is Taking the Job to Heart
If you walk down Beach Drive, between Bella Brava Restaurant and 3rd
Avenue North, you cannot help but notice the large bronze animals sitting on
benches and the dozens of people taking their pictures with them.
This art in public spaces was created by eight-year downtown St. Petersburg
resident Mike Elwell, at no charge. He has been creating satirical bronze
sculptures for public display for 40 years
Elwell (76) was born and raised in Wichita, Kansas. He has a BA in Political
Science from the University of Kansas and became a lawyer, followed by six
years as a District Attorney and then for 13 years, he was a District Judge.
In the 1970s, while working as a district judge, Elwell met a wood carver
with the beginning stages of Parkinson’s disease. He stepped in to help
him and together they began creating molds that when filled with melted
bronze, became sculptures. That lead Elwell to open his own small foundry in
Mike Elwell posing with two of his
Lawrence, Kansas - the Ox Bow Foundry and Gallery, a commercial casting
creations: “The Frog” & “The Alligator”
business he owned until 2010.
Over the years, Elwell developed his personal style and became the President
of Lawrence Art Center, a Member of International Sculpture Center, and the
director of the Kansas Sculptors Association. During his time in Kansas, he
created many pieces of art and won many awards, while working with and
teaching many up and coming artists and students.
In 2010, Elwell left Kansas and moved to St. Petersburg. Seeing the traffic
on Beach Drive, he had an idea - create a series of large bronze animals in
satirical poses on benches where people can sit and touch them and have
their photos taken with them.
Elwell set about producing his vision at his own expense. He first created The
Alligator (Let’s Talk) and wanted to install it in front of The Red Cloud Gallery.
He talked to the store’s owners Steve and Harriet Rambeux, who said they did
not own the sidewalk--but wanted to give it a try.
With that decision made, the first of what would eventually be half a dozen
originals, was dropped into place, and what a hit it was! “In one day, I
counted 125 people wanting to sit next to that Alligator and have their photo
snapped on their cell phone,” Elwell recalls. “Many took selfies.”
So why stop at just one? Elwell went on to design, create and place many
more along Beach Drive, including: “The Elephant: Money Talks”, “The
Alligator: Let’s Talk”, “The Pelican: Catching Some Rays”, and “The Frog:
The Prince”. People go from one to the next to take a photo with each one.
The Frog is unique because it has a speaker inside the bronze structure.
The microphone that controls it is inside the Agora store. Sometimes, Elwell
hiding inside the store, talks to kids who sit on the oversized frog.“ They are
always surprised.”
This goes to the heart of Elwell’s philosophy about art. “Don’t take life too
seriously,” he says. “Try to find the humor in things.” If you look closely, you
will find tiny messages and images built into his works.
Another bench, not on Beach Drive, is “Salvador Seahorse”, at the entrance
to the Signature building where Elwell lives.
From beginning to end, it takes about six months to create each piece. First,
a small clay model is created, followed by a clay enlargement. That alone
is about three months of he process. Next a mold is created, and waxes are
cast followed by ten ceramic shell coatings and a burnout of the wax at 2000
degrees. Finally, it is cast into metal, welded together and lastly the patina is
added. The bench is created separately from each character, which is welded
to the bench
While the benches are for sale, Elwell does not actively try to sell his art.
Probably, most people don’t even know he sells them. Instead, he prefers to
produce his art for others to enjoy—in public places.
If you stroll the sidewalk in front of the Museum of Fine Arts, you will see them
lining Beach Drive. You cannot miss them. Feel free to stop and take a selfie.
Elwell will appreciate that.
See Mike Elwell’s other work, online, at www.ElwellBronzeArt.com.
Enjoying a hug from a pelican
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SOUND THERAPY AND WHY IT WORKS

By Tara Hill, Reiki Practitioner
Sound therapy is an alternative therapy, which is simply a
health care approach developed outside of mainstream
Western, or conventional medicine. This is not a new
practice, and is used widely in other countries and cultures.
First, let’s talk energy and vibration! Science tells us that
everything in the universe is made of energy. Everything
vibrates, even our bodies. Matter is energy which vibrates at
different rates. The structure of matter can be changed when
you alter its vibration. The body maintains a natural, healthy
frequency; however, there are many things that can cause
blockages, stagnant energy, and general dis-harmony to
that frequency. This can manifest in physical pain and illness,
stress, anxiety, and a myriad of other unpleasant ailments.
Sound affects the nervous system, which affects the entire
body. There are two main points I’d like to discuss about
how sound therapy works.
• Brainwave Entrainment - In the way that one tuning fork
will cause another to tune to its frequency, or the way one
pendulum clock will synchronize with another, causing them
to both swing together, brainwaves can be entrained. In
our normal, working and living state, our brain generates
beta waves. This is because they are fast, and we need to
be alert when working and driving, etc. Alpha waves are
generated when in a relaxed/reflective state, such as when
we daydream. Theta waves are generated in activities such
as meditation or a light sleep. Delta waves are generated in
a deep sleep.
Because we live in such a fast paced, multi-tasking
obsessed world, it is rare that we get out of the alpha wave
state unless we are sleeping. This is where sound therapy

through brainwave entrainment comes
in. Meditation does wonders for your
health and wellbeing, by silencing the
inner critic and generating theta waves;
however, it can be difficult to learn and
do, so many people will never try or give
up quickly. Sound therapy will cause your
brainwaves to generate the matching
vibration, thus pushing you into an
alpha and/or theta wave state. This gives
desired healing effects, such as deep mental and physical
relaxation, increased memory, increased intuition, allowing
you to be in “rest and digest”, the opposite of “fight or flight”,
which we are in way too often. This will leave you with much
more clarity and a rejuvenation like none other.
• Vibration - Vibration moves through your body like ripples
in a pond. Vibration ripples through your body until it touches
every cell, reaching places unavailable to the hands, creating
a cellular massage. Harmony is restored to the cells, and
healing commences. Himalayan singing bowls can soothe
and calm the nervous system by restoring the body to its
natural, healthy and harmonious frequency. Sound therapy
is also referred to as “Vibrational Medicine”.
Sound therapy has been used in many ways, for thousands
of years. An increasing number of mainstream medical
institutions, including cancer centers, have incorporated
sound therapy into their practice, and “sound baths” are
becoming more popular by the minute. If you are looking
for relief, whatever your malady, or if you would just like to
feel better in general, I suggest you give it a whirl!
Heal the mind, and the body will follow. Peace.
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Organizational News...
HISTORIC OLD NORTHEAST NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN.
May 20: First Annual One Field Day, at the Elva Rouse section
of Northshore Park (11th Avenue). Bring a picnic and engage
in fun, competitive events suitable for all ages including
3-legged race, the water balloon toss, eating contests, and
more. Register at www.HONNA.org.
June 18 Quarterly Neighborhood Meeting, 7pm.
Wednesday, July 4 Annual HONNA Children’s 4th of July
Parade, 10am, Coffee Pot Park -- You won’t want to miss this
always-popular event, which is as much fun for the adults as
it is for the kids. Don your red, white and blue attire, decorate
your bikes, tricycles, wagons, scooters, strollers and baby
buggies and join your neighbors for a patriotic salute to the
USA
To host a Porch Party, contact Susan Arsenault by email at
SueAtcp@aol.com.
Meetings are quarterly on the third Monday (except for
holidays) at 7pm, in the Westminster Presbyterian Church,
126 11th Ave NE. Get information at HONNA.org or call
269-5521. Email President@HONNA.org.
KIWANIS CLUB OF ST PETERSBURG
June 2nd - 14th Annual Kiwanis Club of St Petersburg FischerCarr Bash to raise funds for Take Stock in Children Scholarships
through St. Pete’s Promise and the Pinellas Education
Foundation. Visit www.fischercarr.org or information. Since
2004, 300 low income students have received free college
tuition through the efforts of the Kiwanis Club. The Bash,
held at the St. Petersburg Coliseum features silent and live
auctions, food, beverages, music and fun.
The Club’s luncheon with speaker meets every Tuesday at
the Orange Blossom Catering downtown St Petersburg from
Noon-1:15pm. Speaker information and tickets available
online at Eventbrite and our website. For information, visit
spkiwanis.org or Facebook Kiwanis of St Pete, email contact@
spkiwanis.org, or call J.C. Russell, Secretary 727-821-5518.
SECOND TIME AROUNDERS
Once again, they have been invited to participate in New
York’s Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, 2019. This is the
second time they have been invited to the big parade.
If you played, danced, or twirled in high school and want a
fun new experience, consider joining the awesome original
“Second Time Arounders Marching Band” Rekindle that
excitement you felt as a “kid” with 400 like-minded adults
ages 18-80!
They are now celebrating their 36th season and are preparing
for the 2019 season. Visit SecondTimeArounders.com for
more information.
ST PETERSBURG SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
Beginning June 4 at 7pm, they will offer the six-week
America’s Boating course that will expand your knowledge
of boating and skills. Graduates qualify for a Florida
Boating Safety Education ID card ay lead to an additional
insurance discounts. RSVP, as space is limited to 20 people.
$45 per family. Register online at www.Boating-StPete.org.
To join the squadron, contact Jeff Eckhart at 424-9800 or
email him at JeffEckhart41@Gmail.com.
SUNSHINE CENTER
The Center is seeking donations for their Resale Shop to
benefit its center’s participants. Items needed are small pots,
pans, gently used clean clothing and shoes, costume jewelry
and purses. Drop your donations off at 330 5th Avenue
N., St. Pete, between 8:30am and 3:30pm. For more
information, call Sally Marvin at 893-7190.
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HAVE LESS BE MORE
If the sold-out Tiny Home Festival was any indication, St Pete
is ready for big change. Thousands came out for the 2-day
event to attend workshops, hear speakers, and glimpse how
the “tiny half” live.
Just ask Barrie Freeman, a self-described Minimalist and owner
of Declutter the Soul, a company designed to streamline,
simplify and enhance your life. For those of you who are still
“living large,” minimalism is a movement toward living lighter
and making room for what’s really important in life.
“For me, it’s about freedom” Barrie says. “In our culture we
don’t own our stuff… it’s the other way around. We become
slaves to our stuff. We buy it, house it, clean it, fix it, store it,
maintain it, replace it, and keep adding to it. It’s the itch that
can’t be scratched!”
“Clutter blocks the flow of energy,” Barrie explains. “An overstuffed home can obstruct happiness & harmony in life, just
as a buried desk or crammed office can hinder creativity,
prosperity and productivity.”
And it gets worse she says, sometimes resulting in stress,
anxiety and depression.
“It’s really cool to feel the energy change in a home,” says
Barrie “or even just one room… it’s pure magic; very uplifting,
inspiring & healing,” she says.
“I think a lot of people can
relate to that.”
And who couldn’t use a
little magic in their life?
Call 727-599-6509 or visit
DeclutterTheSoul.com for more information.

STRAWS SUCK

The campaign to reduce use of plastic straws
St Petersburg’s biggest attractions is the water – the Gulf, Bay,
ponds and rivers. Plastics in the water are one of the biggest
environmental problems facing our community and the world
today. Look at any shore line and you will find plastic washed
up on the sand and in the weeds. And it is below the surface.
It is estimated that Americans use over 500 million plastic
straws every day. The average person probably uses over
35,000 plastic straws in their lifetime.
The best-case scenario for a plastic single-use straw is it will end
up in a land fill and take centuries to decompose. Worst case,
they end up in our waterways where the can be swallowed by
marine life. That happens to about one third of them.
WHAT CAN CONSUMERS DO? Refuse plastic straws when
offered. Drink your beverages without them. Tell the business
owner or manager you support providing straws only when
requested. Encourage businesses to provide wooden “stirrers”
instead of plastic. Talk about this to your friends and family.
And remember besides helping keep our water clean, less
sucking on straws produces less wrinkles!
WHAT CAN RESTAURANT AND BAR OWNERS DO? Do not
routinely provide plastic straws. Only offer them when requested
or change o paper straws as a substitute. Be creative - one bar
is using uncooked pasta in place of straws! Provide wooden
coffee stirrers. In addition to saving money, your reputation as
a responsible business owner will be enhanced.
WHO IS PARTICIPATING? The list includes: Kahwa Coffee,
Cassis, The Mill, Parkshore Grill, 400 Beach Seafood, The
Hangar, The Annex—and many more. To find the complete
list, sign up your business, get more information about the St
Petersburg movement visit www.NoStrawsStPete.com. Email
questions to Info@NoStrawsStPete.com.
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MAY

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS

Ramadan Begins 		
15
The Music Gallery St Pete Opera 17
Movies in The Park N. Straub Park 17
Mayor’s Youth Showcase Mahaffey 17
Animaniac’s Live Show Mahaffey 18
Food Truck Rally Port Of St Pete
18
Taco Beer Fest Albert Whitted Park 18
National Museum Day 		
18
Run For John Hopkin’s Hospital
19
Florida Orchestra Beethoven Mahaffey 19
Armed Forces Day 		
19
Lift Your Spirits Preakness Coliseum 19
MFA: Make It/Take It Outer Space 19
Police Memorial Service Demen’s Landing 21
Safe Boating Week
21-27
Helios Jazz Orchestra Paladium
22
Public School Close for Summer 24
Movies In The Park North Straub Park 24
Happy Hour With A Historian
25
Coliseum Academy Awards Showcase 25
Corvette Show N. Straub Park
26
Coliseum Stars & Stripes USO Dance 26
Florida Orchestra Patriotic Mahaffey 26
Saturday Morning Market Closes 26
City Pools Open
26

Memorial Day Weekend
26-28
Dali Duchamp Exhibit Closes
27
Benny Andrews Mixed Master MFA opens 27
Memorial Day
28
Mayor’s Iftar Dinner Coliseum
30
Movies In The Park N. Straub Park 31

JUNE

Hurricane Season Begins
1
La Traviata Paladium 		
1-5
Hurricane Supplies Sales Tax Holiday 1-7
Home Show Tropicana 		
1-3
Williams Park Summer Market Opens 2
National Donut Day 		
2
First Friday 		
2
Pancake Breakfast Albert Whitted
3
Ink Mania Tattoo Expo Coliseum 8-10
World Oceans Day Marine Exploration Ctr 8
Pride Night Tampa Bay Rays
8
Second Saturday Art Walk
9
Young Eagles Day Albert Whitted
9
Flag Day 			
14
Food Truck Rally Port Of St Pete
15
National Garbage Man Day
1 7
Father’s Day 		
17
Swing Trio Guitar Paladium
17
One Million Straws Sunshine Center 20
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Summer Begins 			
St Pete Pride Parade
Simmer And Sift MFA
Solar Coop Allendale U.M. Church
Music Man Opens Paladium

JULY

21
22
27
27
29

Music Man Paladium Closes
8
Independence Day 		
4
Fire Works St Pete Waterfront
4
First Friday			 6
MLB All Star Game 		
10
Happy Hour With An Historian
12
Second Saturday Art Walk
14
Cool Art Show Coliseum
14-15
St Pete Summer Coop Campbell Park 19
The Beer Project MFA
19-20
Food Truck Rally Port Of St Pete
20
Ambassador Pianists Festival MFA 22
Parents’ Day
22
Grouper Week Pinellas County 23-29
Speakers Who Inspire Mahaffey 24
Simmer And Sift MFA 		
25
Friends Of Photography MFA
26
National Chicken Wing Day
28
A Musical Symposium MFA
28
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Business Briefs

UPS STORE COLLECTS
FREE CLINIC DONATIONS
The new UPS Store®,
located at 740 4th Street
North in St. Petersburg’s
rapidly growing Fourth
Street Business District, is an
official drop-off site for the
St. Petersburg Free Clinic
Food Bank. Anyone bringing
in two non-perishable food
items, through the end of
May, will receive a 25%
discount coupon.
Christian Stuck (left) and
Alan Baer are the owner / operators.
“As a one-stop shop for shipping, postal, printing and
comprehensive small business services, we look forward
to serving individuals and local business owners within the
community,” said co-owner Christian Stuck.
“We are in the business of saving people time, and with
shipping prices direct from UPS, we can save them money
as well,” said Stuck. “At The UPS Store, we’re committed to
providing convenient small business services with personalized
and dedicated customer service and are privileged to be
working with such clients as 4th and Vine, Myers Antiques and
Fine Art, and the Imagine Museum.”
The UPS Store is open 7 days a week per week Mon-Fri
7:30am – 7pm, Sat. 8:30a – 5pm, and 10am – 2pm.
You can also pick up a copy of this newsletter there, too.
GALAXY HOTEL Now under construction at the corner
of First Street and 3rd Avenue North, just north of Sundial,
this “boutique” hotel will be 8 stories tall and contain 92
rooms. Owned by Vertica Partners and Savani Bakrac
(who also owns the Ponce de Leon Hotel), the project was
permitted in 2009 but just broke ground recently. “I put
the project on hold while architects redesigned the parking
garage,” says Bakrac. Initially the garage was going to
be in the basement, but it was moved to the second level.
Look for the hotel to open next year.
NEW DENTIST ADDED
BayView Dental Associates has
added Dr. Carina Canizares to
their downtown St. Petersburg
location at 111 2nd Avenue
NE, #1400. Raised in Ft.
Lauderdale, Dr. Canizares
graduated from LECOM
School of Dental Medicine in
Bradenton, after completing
a Bachelors in Science at the
University of Florida.
Dentistry for Dr. Canizares is
a passion, not a job. She has
a broad scope of expertise in
many dental procedures, however, she especially enjoys
cosmetic dentistry.
Outside dentistry, Dr. Canizares is actively involved in her
community and most recently, participated in a mission
trip to provide free dentistry to 300 patients in Peru.
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Business Briefs

LAST CHANCE Scheduled to begin welcoming its first residents
late this fall, Brian Van Slyke, Project Executive for Kolter Urban
announced ONE St. Petersburg is 98% sold. Among the remaining
5 units are the Discover Residences, with dramatic Sunset and city
views, priced from the mid $700s.
Ground floor retail space will feature a carefully curated collection
of restaurants, boutiques and services and the adjoining 175room Hyatt Place hotel has already opened. The tallest building
on Florida’s west coast, ONE St. Petersburg’s ideal location
invites homebuyers to live in the sky while being able to walk to
just about everything in the downtown waterfront area. Smith &
Associates Real Estate hosts the ONE St. Petersburg Sales Gallery
at 330 Beach Drive NE, St. Petersburg. Call 727-240-3840 or
visit ONEStPeterburg.com.
BUY HURRICANE SUPPLIES TAX FREE We all remember
the 2017 hurricane season. Unfortunately, the 2018 season
is just around the corner and to help you get ready, The
State of Florida will have a Sales Tax Holiday that will allow
you to stock up on hurricane related supplies sales tax free.
June 1 - 7, you can buy flashlights ($20 or less), fuel tanks
($25 or less), batteries or coolers ($30 or less), radios and
tarps ($50 or less), generators ($750 or less), carbonmonoxide detectors ($75 or less), and other items with no
sales tax.
“These tax-free days will serve as a reminder for all
Floridians to “get a plan and be prepared for the coming
hurricane season,” said Bryan Koon, Director of Florida’s
Emergency Management Department. “We appreciate the
legislature’s commitment to keeping Florida’s families safe,
while helping to reduce the costs of stocking up on disaster
related supplies.”
MERMOSAS ON BEACH Mermosas, now open on Beach
Drive, is a new venture by the owner of Cerulean Blu,
Desiree Noisette. It is a new Florida winery selling both
atmosphere and wine. “We opened in April and will be
releasing our first flavor, Mersecco, in May,” says Desiree.
“This is a zero sugar sparkling wine made with organic
grapes.” Find the store at 400 Beach Drive.
J 9 SHOES Owned by Janine Mahomed, this new womens
shoe store opened last month west of Sundial. Find them at
217 2nd Street North, just north of the 2nd and 2nd Café.
Learn more at www.J9ShoeSalon.com.
NAUTIGIRL Next door to J 9 Shoes is the new NautiGirl
Beach Wear selling both womens and mens wear, shorts,
sandals, and more. Check them out at 216 2nd Street N.,
or on their web site www.NautiGirlBeachWear.com.
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Coming to Pinellas County

A New Underwater
Veterans Memorial
Pinellas County is adding a “Circle of
Heroes” to its existing Veterans Artificial
Reef. The new addition will feature 24
life size military statues to honor our
veterans. The plan is to deploy the new
statues in the Gulf in 45 feet of water
off Dunedin.
In 1999, the Pinellas County Artificial
Reef Program constructed a new
artificial reef in the Gulf ten miles west of
Dunedin. At the base of this reef was a
concrete monument with a bronze plate
that read:
“This reef is dedicated to the
men and women of our armed
services, whose dedication
and sacrifice have made this
country what it is today, the
land of the free and the home
of the brave.”
The buoy that marks this reef had
an American Flag flying that was
periodically replaced when necessary.
Since that date, countless veterans have
had their ashes placed in the water at
the buoy.
In June, the Pinellas County Commission
allocated $50,000 to start work on
the construction of an underwater
memorial that will be called a “Circle
of Heroes.” The plan is to have a circle
of life size concrete military statues
placed on the sea floor in artificial reef
Gulf ten miles west of Dunedin.
While there are numerous memorials
around the country to honor our
veterans, this would be the first
underwater memorial open to divers.

This project would be unique in the
country and hopefully make Pinellas a
dive destination. The attraction would
not only replicate the underwater art
projects that are occurring all around
the world, but it would also be a unique
memorial to our veterans. Having a reef
designed especially for divers would
also be the first of its kind in the country.
This addition would be added to the
existing artificial reef that has become
popular with anglers and divers. Under
four mooring buoys, there will be the
“Circle of Heroes” that will feature life
size concrete statues in a circle 100
feet in diameter. In the center of this
circle will be a concrete monument with
bronze emblems of the Army, Navy Air
Force, Marines, and the Coast Guard.
The first nine statues will soon be
ordered from a South Dakota firm that
creates military statues found in parks
and cemeteries around the country.
These nine will include an airman, a
Korean War era solder, a marine in
dress blues, a female nurse, a Vietnam
solder, an Iraq freedom fighter, a
female solder, a Navy sailor, and a “no
man left behind” statue.
The remaining 15 statues will be custom
made to specifications. Local veterans
groups will help chose the remaining
statues. Some possible custom made
statues could include statues of
General George Patton (complete with
twin 45s), General Douglas MacArthur,
and General Norman Schwarzkopf.
Additional statues could feature an

EOD solder with an IED in his hand,
a wounded marine on a stretcher with
a corpsman kneeling next to him.
Another statue could feature a Navy
sonar man at a console, an airman
working on a jet engine, a navy seal
in scuba gear coming out of the water,
and a wounded warrior in rehab on
parallel bars.
The $50,000 from the Pinellas County
Commission will cover the cost of
the first nine statues and the center
monument. The remaining funds will
be sought from the Pinellas Tourist
Development Council and the Florida
Legislature. Each custom statue will
cost between $12,000 and $15,000,
and the deployment by barge and
crane will cost around $100,000. The
total cost of the project will be around
$450,000.
In recent years underwater art has
become very popular around the
world. The life size statue of Christ in
the Florida Keys has been visited by
thousands of divers every year for over
50 years. This underwater veterans
memorial is expected to not only honor
our veterans, but also make Pinellas
County a “dive destination” for diving
tourist from all across the country and
around the world.
This new memorial is projected to
be installed by late summer For
information about this project, contact
Dr. Heyward Mathews, Oceanographer
at St. Petersburg College,
hmathews@tampabay.rr.com. i
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TIPS FOR KEEPING LOVED ONES SAFE THIS SUMMER IN THE WATER.
By Rebecca Geiger
We are blessed to live in one of the most beautiful places in the country
and water is part of our lives. There are many things you can do to help
keep your family safe and make sure everyone enjoys the water and all
the things Florida has to offer.
• Water wings are the most dangerous water toy on the market. They
should be avoided at all costs. An easy way to get rid of them if the child
is used to them is to pop one while the child is not around. Then when
they go to put them on, tell them it is “broken” and needs to be thrown
away. This way the child sees it as garbage and it is not a power struggle
situation.
• Puddle Jumpers are a close second to water wings. They are approved
as a personal flotation device (PFD) by the coast guard for boating and
water activities; however, they were not designed to be used all the time.
• Both water wings and puddle jumpers prevent children from being able
to use their arms and teaches the child that “swimming” only involves leg motions, which will not be enough to get their
head above water if they go in on their own.
• Make sure to check all of your drains at the beginning of the summer and at least once a month. It only takes a
second or two to check for cracked or dislodged drain covers. Either of these can increase suction and hold down a
child or even an adult.
• Every child should have a “silly day” where they swim in all of their clothes. Shirt, pants, dress, shoes, etc. Let them
know clothes will dry, and that they are what is important.
• Never teach a child to swim to you in the water, always have them go back to the side. A towel on the edge can help
them play longer without burning their fingertips or getting blisters.
• Remind your children often that nothing is as important to you as them. If they fall in they need to let go of whatever
they have in their hands and get to the wall. Many times, children will hold on to toys rather than save themselves.
Rebecca Geiger (Miss Becca to most of her students) specializes in private lessons at individual’s homes where people
feel the safest and where incidents are most likely to occur. Her passion is “Drown Proofing” children and adults. She
would be happy to answer any questions you may have about any of the subjects above or any others you may have,
whether you want lessons or not. Please feel free to call or text her at 813-363-9133.
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Art & Museum News

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
727-896-2667
255 Beach Dr NE
mfastpete.org
May 5 to August 5 “Magnetic Fields: Expanding
American Abstraction, 1960s to Today” brings together
45 abstract paintings, sculptures and works on paper
by 21 accomplished artists who have historically been
overlooked by the mainstream. The exhibition showcases
an intergenerational group of African American women
artists, born between the 1890s and 1980s, who have
worked in abstraction, a school of art defined by the use
of color, shape, lines and form to convey the artists’ ideas.
ST. PETERSBURG MUSEUM OF HISTORY 894-1052
335 2nd Ave N.E,
HistoryStPete.org
The American Soldier – A Photographic Tribute is a dramatic
exhibition of nearly 70 wall-to-wall photographs capturing
the essence of American soldiering for more than 150 years,
the exhibit takes guests on a soldier’s journey from the Civil
War to the streets of Baghdad. Various military artifacts,
including weaponry, uniforms and equipment to complement
the award winning exhibit are on display.
The renowned traveling exhibit was retired in 2018 and
graciously gifted it to the St. Petersburg Museum of History,
where it is now part of the Museum’s permanent collection
Happy Hour with the Historian continues. Upcoming are:
July 12 - Dr. Roger Smith, Florida: The 14th Colony
Sept. 13 - Mark Denote, Tampa Bay Beer: A Heady History
THE DALI MUSEUM		
727-823-3767
One Dali Blvd				
thedali.org
“Dali/Duchamp” Through May 27. Examine the
relationship between Salvador Dali and the father of
conceptual art, Marcel Duchamp.
June 16 Clyde Butcher: Visions of Dali’s Spain opens. In the
exhibit, Clyde Butcher, the renowned nature photographer
often called “Florida’s Ansel Adams,” explores and visually
documents Salvador Dali’s homeland.
FLORIDA CRAFTART
727-821-7391
501 Central Ave.
FloridaCraftArt.org
Eight Tibetan Monks of the Sacred Arts Tour will create the
Green Tara Female Buddha sand mandala when they are
at Florida CraftArt from May 29 to June 3, 2018.
The monks, from the Drepung Gomang Monastery in
India, bring teachings of ancient ways and beliefs that
create the possibility of global peace, nonviolent conflict
resolution, compassion and wisdom. Highlighting their
trip is the creation in Florida CraftArt’s exhibition gallery
of a Sacred Sand Mandala.
Don’t miss this experience where the monks will share
Tibetan culture and traditions, as well as offering us
universal lessons on compassion and impermanence.
ST. PETERSBURG SECOND SATURDAY ARTWALK
Join them as 40 artists’ studios and galleries open their
doors on Saturday, March 10, from 5-9 p.m. Shop local
and support our arts community in a fun social setting.
Come see the marvels of art and explore St. Petersburg’s
five exciting arts districts: Waterfront Arts District, Central
Arts District, EDGE District, Grand Central District, and the
Warehouse Arts District. Open the door of a gallery you’ve
never visited before, or try our free trolleys and explore
a completely new district. Download a map and list of
studios and galleries at stpeteartsalliance.org/artwalk.
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Bar & Restaurant News

TAMIAMI This new
bar, recently opened
on Central Avenue,
in the site of the
former Crowley’s Irish
Pub. Owned by Josh
Connell (the owner of
Five Bucks Drinkery),
it has no food, but
lots of TVs, for sports
watching.
“It has been under
construction for several months,” says Connell. “In the
beginning, we were only open at night, but now we have
more normal day and night hours.” Find them at 269
Central Avenue, just east of The Lucky Dill Deli.
OAK AND STONE Still not sure of an exact opening
date, this new American tavern, on the southwest corner
of the Hyatt Place block hopes to open by the end of this
month. Once open, it will feature craft beer, with artisan
pizzas cooked in a wood-burning brick oven. They plan
to offer 60 rotating selections of beer and a variety of
burgers and wings.
FLUTE & DRAM OPENS
Quietly opening in April,
Flute & Dram, owned by
Greg Haddad and Toney
Mangiafico, is something
different for the 200 block
of Beach Drive. The new
bar serves premiere and
luxury brand champagne
and sparkling wines and
more—they carry rare
bourbons and whiskeys.
But, they do not have
food, but they do offer
caviar.
It is in the former Eagle
Ice Cream Shop, that has been completely remodeled
with a 1930s décor with a special atmosphere. Find them
at 234 Beach Drive, next door to Tryst.
JERSEY MIKE’S OPENS ON 4TH STREET The new strip
center being built on 4th Street at 17th Avenue, across the
street from Bob Lee’s Tires has its first open store. Jersey
Mike’s Subs is open even though the other stores are not
at 1744 4th Street N.
THE PEABODY COMING SOON Blake Casper and
sister Allison Casper Adams, owners of 50 area McDonalds
Restaurants are building a restaurant inside the new John
Hopkins Hospital (All Children’s) research building, but it
will not be a McDonalds. The pair also owns The Oxford
Exchange a very popular restaurant just west of downtown
Tampa and have proposed building a similar concept
in the research building. The new restaurant, called The
Peabody Library, is being named after the George Peabody
Library, a 19th century research library on the Baltimore
John Hopkins University campus.
The 160 seat Peabody Library will be the only restaurant
in the new research building and will be open to the
public along with hospital doctors and staff. It and the
building are expected to open September 20th.
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WASTE/STORM WATER PARTNERSHIP DEMONSTRATES FIRM COMMITMENT
By Pinellas County Commissioner Charlie Justice
With the rainy season approaching, this is a good time for me
to update you on our Wastewater/Stormwater Partnership. I’m
happy to report that we’re making excellent progress toward
reducing sanitary sewer overflows in Pinellas County.
First of all, you’ll notice that I wrote Partnership. We began as a
Task Force some 18 months ago and recently rebranded with
the new name to emphasize the collaboration that is taking
place between county, city and agency partners. A cooperative
approach is the only way we can view our infrastructure
broadly and better address our wastewater challenges during
heavy rains.
To refresh your memory, the Partnership is made up of a
steering committee of elected officials and policymakers, for
which I serve as moderator, and a technical working group
of county and municipal experts. The technical working
group met regularly for months to identify our areas needing
improvement and formulate solutions, and in January 2017,
we implemented an Initial Action Plan.
That brings us to the public meeting we held in early April
at St. Petersburg College-Seminole Campus. With a number
of interested citizens in attendance, Pinellas County Interim
Utilities Director Megan Ross and representatives on a technical
working group provided a progress report on more than 180
projects that are completed, underway or planned. These
projects represent important investments we are making to
protect public health, safeguard the environment and provide
infrastructure stability.
Our goals in support of these core principles are 1.) avoiding
and mitigating spills and releases of sewage into the
environment; 2.) increasing treatment capacity and system
resiliency; and 3.) seeking opportunities to address stormwater

drainage issues that affect the sanitary sewer system. Based
upon those goals, our Action Plan is broken into seven
categories as follows:
• Conducting inflow and infiltration studies
• Addressing hydraulic bottlenecks, or insufficient pipe
capacities
• Rehabilitating and replacement programs for aging
infrastructure
• Stormwater drainage improvements
• Resource sharing and maximization
• Developing a public dialogue program, including
educating citizens about how to inspect their home’s
connection to the sewer system
• Developing legislation, regulations and local ordinances
It’s important to emphasize the role property owners play in
maintaining residential sewer pipes and private sewer collection
systems. Many homeowners do not know this part of the
infrastructure on their property is their responsibility to maintain
and may not realize that their line could be damaged.
I want to thank the members of the Partnership for their buyin and commitment to this endeavor. There were probably
naysayers when we first met in October 2016 who thought
this was a political exercise or merely a reaction to the crisis
at that time. But this group has worked hard to show we are
committed to solving as many of our wastewater/stormwater
problems as we can.
I welcome your thoughts on how Pinellas County can continue
to take a leading role in addressing our long-term infrastructure
needs. Please feel free to contact me at (727) 464-3363
or cjustice@pinellascounty.org. To learn more about the
Wastewater/Stormwater Partnership, visit pinellascounty.
org/taskforce.
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Bar & Restaurant News

MAPLE STREET
B I S C U I T
COMPANY
This new hot
spot on Central
Avenue is a
favorite of
Generation X
folks. Biscuits,
gravy and fried
chicken are the
cornerstone of
their “comfort food with a modern twist” menu. Some of
their more popular items include The Five (biscuits), Five and
Dime (with a fried egg), the Firebird, The Sticky Maple, The
Farmer, The Iron Goat, the BLT (Biscuit, Lettuce, Tomato and
pecan wood smoked bacon), Sunshine on a Biscuit, and The
Chicken Club. There is more biscuits on the menu, too. It is
a great breakfast and lunch spot; they only serve dinner on
weekends. Find them at 662 Central Avenue.
OPENHOUSE Slowly opening where Ricky P’s once
was at 1113 Central Ave., Openhouse may look like
a restaurant, but it really isn’t. It is a venue for private
events and meetings. It offers a commercial kitchen, full
bar and an outdoor patio. The concept began in New
York and locally it is owned by John Jacobs. Learn more
about Openhouse at Openhouse.me.
DR BBQ Suzanne and Roger Perry, owners of DATZ,
have another restaurant under construction in the Edge
District, on First Avenue, southeast of Ferg’s. Called Dr.
BBQ it will include celebrity barbecue champ Ray Lampe.
They are hoping to open by the end of July.
FORDS GARAGE OPENS This sports bar and restaurant
replaced The Rowdies Den and Mid-Town Sundries. It
includes Yeomen’s Cast and Lion, an attached bar.
Ford’s Garage is part of a franchise spreading across
Florida and Tampa Bay. Visit www.FordGarageUSA.com
for their menu and more information.
BRASS BOWL KITCHEN & JUICERY Planning to open
this summer, the organic restaurant will provide a healthy
sustainable menu with an organic juice bar. Look for it to
open at 654 Central Avenue.
SUSHI SHO REXLEY This new sushi restaurant has opened
on 214 2nd Street N. Owned by Chef Rexley, it is Omakase
which is a different type of sushi experience. You place the
choice of ingredients and the presentation in the hands of
the sushi chef, and “Leave it up to them.” Sushi Sho is small
with seating only at the sushi counter. You might want to call
ahead for a reservation, 727-835-8478.
PACIFIC COUNTER Planning to open this summer at 660
Central Avenue, they will be offer build your own poké
bowls and sushi burritos. For those that don’t know, poké
is a dish with cubed raw fish, rice, vegetables and different
sauces. There will be ten rotating versions each day. The
sushi burritos will be made by a sushi robot that can use
12,000 sheets an hour. That is a lot of sushi burritos!
While fast casual, they plan to offer high quality food at a
reasonable price.
CLOSED
DOONER’S, German restaurant at 21 Third Street N.
HOOKER TEA COMPANY, 300 Beach Drive.
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DUNCAN MCCLELLAN - THE MAN BEHIND THE GALLERY
Duncan McClellan’s fascination with glass began at age
five, when he visited a glass factory in West Virginia.
Duncan never forgot the image of a glowing, molten mass
being formed by an expert craftsman.
After successfully working in other mediums, he finally
had the opportunity to learn to blow glass in 1987 at an
Ybor City studio. Duncan continued to follow his passion,
studying the creation of large form glass vessels with Fred
Kahl and John Brekke, two instructors and artists working
at the New York Experimental Glass Workshop. McClellan
was also honored as the second American invited to study
and work at the ARS Studio in Murano, Italy.
In 2009, McClellan purchased an abandoned warehouse
in what is now the Warehouse Arts District of St. Petersburg.
One of the areas’ founding members, McClellan became
an anchor for the developing Warehouse Arts District
project, promoting the concept of an arts community and
its benefit to the city of St. Petersburg.
The Duncan McClellan Gallery
is itself a work of art. McClellan
has transformed a 7,800 square
foot former fish and tomato
packing plant into a beautiful,
multi-functional space. A fellow
artist etched his shower glass
panels depicting the myth of
Icarus, and Duncan himself
carved a functional bar out of
stone. The old loading dock is
now an outdoor space filled with
tropical fruit trees: bananas, mango, pomegranates and
more. This lush foliage nestles many multimedia sculptures,

creating a
surprising Eden.
In conjunction
with works by
ninety other
internationally
acclaimed
artists, Duncan
displays his own
work, depicting
emotions
relating to
family, personal
growth and the
spiritual connections between each of us as souls.
The Gallery complex also houses the St. Pete Hot Glass
Workshop, a “state of the art” hot glass studio, and the
DMG School Project, a 501(c)3 dedicated to arts education.
Through school programming, classes, demonstrations,
lectures, and outreach using its Mobile Glass Furnace, the
DMG School Project provides opportunities for the public
to learn about and become engaged in the science and
inspiration of studio glass.
The DMG School Project Mobile Glass Furnace provides
outreach to area schools through on site demonstrations and
hands-on experiences at all grade levels. Such experiences
have tremendous impact on children by strengthening
critical thinking and problem-solving skills, adding to their
overall academic achievement and school success.
Gallery hours are Monday-Saturday, 10am-5pm. Visit
them online at www.dmglass.com, and call 855-436-4527
for further information.
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REMEMBERING A MURAL ARTIST
Matthew Callahan (1978-2018)

St Petersburg lost one of its great mural
artists last month, Matt Callahan who
painted several local well-known murals.
Callahan specialized in large format
paintings. The introduction of wall murals
in St Petersburg’s Shine Project was the
perfect format for Matt. A building’s wall
was his ideal canvas. Locally, he was
known as one of the best in his trade.
In he beginnings, Callahan had a
Tallahassee company called Callahan
Card Company and his early works
were signed with the initials “CCC”. He eventually became
a Tampa resident and owner of St. Petersburg’s Man Made
Murals.
“He was one of the most skilled painters out there,” says
friend and fellow artist Bask Hostomsky, also a local muralist.
“His skill level and artistic ability was razor sharp.”
Callahan’s work includes the St. Tampasburg art covering
the north wall of The Lure Restaurant at 661 Central Avenue.

In March he painted a mural on Tampa’s Morgan Street
announcing the NCAA Women’s Final Four in 2019.
His attitude toward life was as big as his art.
“He always just wanted to make people happy,” said his dad,
Michael Callahan.
“He was like Ernest Hemingway to me,” says fellow muralist
Johnny Vitale, “a creative soul wrapped in a big burly body.
We had children the same age and we used to hang out
together, so the kids could get to know each other,” Vitale
continues, “he had a very extensive portfolio.”
Callahan
painted
other wall
murals in St
Petersburg,
including:
The
Hamburger
at The
Avenue,
Urban
BBQ, and The Green Bench Brewing Company sign. He also
did a lot of work for Harley Davidson.
Matthew Callahan was assaulted outside a Tampa bar in
April. Only 40 years old, he died from a massive brain injury
a short time later, leaving his wife Erika and five-year old
son, Logan. His ashes were spread off the coast of Cedar Key.
In lieu of flowers, the family asked friends to donate to LeMoyne
Arts, to honor Matt Callahan’s legacy. Currently, more than
$10,000 has been raised to support the “Matt Callahan High
School Art Show Scholarship.” Donations are still be accepted
by check at: LeMoyne Art Gallery, 125 N. Gadsden St.,
Tallahassee FL. 32301, or call 850-222-8800, with a credit
card. Please mention Matt Callahan & The Scholarship fund.
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EXPLORING WINES OF MONTSANT, SPAIN
By Jean Cox CSW, CSP, WSET3, FWS Certified Sommelier, CMS
Napa Valley Wine Academy

As a wine educator I had the opportunity to join other
professional wine educators on a trip to Spain to explore
the wine region of Monstant. Though I have been in the
wine business for over thirteen years and have several
certifications, I wasn’t familiar with the Monstant region, so I
was anxious and excited to visit and learn about their wines.
Though vines have been cultivated since the Roman times,
Monstant is one of the newest wine appellations granted
Designation of Origin (DO) status. A DO is given when
the wines show specific characteristics and qualities of the
region. Monstant is located about 1-½ hours from Barcelona
in Catalonia, near the famous regions of Penedes, where
Cava is produced and Priorat. The region varies from
rolling hills to very mountainous with many soil types. The
mountains and the close proximity to the Mediterranean Sea
influence the climate. The winters are cold and the summers
are hot and dry. They focus on two main red grapes which
comprise 94% of the production: Grenache (Garnatxa in
Catalon) and Carignan (Carinyena in Catalon). Only 6%
of the region’s wine production is white. The main focus is
Garnacha Blanc (Garnatxa Blanca in Catalon). All three of
these varietals are well suited for summer’s sunny, hot, dry
climate. Generally reds are very aromatic, deep colored,
complex, and well structured with aromas and flavors of
black fruit, Mediterranean herbs and spice. The Grenache
Blanc wine are generally aromatic, with good acidity and
balance, they may be oaked or not and have aromas and
flavors of apple, honey and stone fruit.
We visited 14 of the 61 wineries in the Montsant DO in
three days. We were able to walk the vineyards, see the

production facilities, ask all our
geeky questions and hear the
passion of the winemakers and
owners regarding the wines from this
region. All the wineries left a positive
impression on me but I found one
particular winery and tasting very
interesting. At Cellar de Capacanes
we tasted four wines, all Garnacha,
same vintage, same barrel regiment,
and same winemaker. The only difference - they were grown
in different soil types: slate, sand, limestone, and clay. What
a difference in the wines, they showed a true expression of
what soil imparts on the wines. Slate produces wines that
are rich and have mineral notes. Sand produces wines that
are fruity and easy to drink. Vines grown in limestone are
fresh with floral notes and nice acidity. Wines that come
from vines grown in clay have softer tannins but with an
edge. Cellar De Capacanes also produces high- quality
Kosher wine. During the production of Kosher wines every
step of the process must be performed by a Rabbi or Jewish
person. The Rabbi follows the instructions given by the
winemaker and once the wine is bottled it can be approved
as Kosher wine.
The Monstant DO is making a name for itself on the
international front, with high quality wines. There is true
commitment and passion of winemakers and owners to
produce unique wines that show the characteristics of this
region and they are eager their wines with the world.
You can reach Jean Cox, a long time St. Petersburg resident
at (855)-513-WSET or email her at
j_cox@napavalleywineacademy.com.

