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100 years ago, the auto age arrived in IRB

O

n Thanksgiving Day 1916, a new transportation era
dawned for the barrier island beaches. On that day,
an automobile bridge across coastal bay waters was
opened, linking the mainland Indian Rocks community with
the growing tourist and seasonal resident settlement on the
beach.
The bridge joined the Tampa & Gulf Coast railroad bridge
built two years earlier, which had provided the vital “Tampa
connection” for city dwellers to enjoy a stay on the shore.
Donald and Robert McMullen and J.N. Hardage of the Indian
Rocks Investment Company constructed the auto bridge at a
cost of $7,000 at the site of the ferry crossing in the Narrows.
The bridge came at the right time. The automobile age was at
its start, and transportation by the vehicles of the day, mostly
Model-T Fords, was just becoming popular.
Previously, the only way to reach the barrier island from the
mainland had been the ferry. It was piloted by pioneer settler
Harvey Hendrick, who charged 5 cents per person to be
rowed across the waterway at the Narrows. Hendrick’s flat
bottomed scow called the “Squaw” could carry eight people,
while a larger raft transported supplies or a horse and buggy.
The ferry service attracted mostly picnickers who enjoyed an
occasional beach excursion, and some adventure seekers.
The beaches had become somewhat of an attraction already,
thanks to the rail link several miles north. The Indian Rocks Inn
built in 1911 on the Gulf near the ferry crossing saw a big rise
in popularity with the auto bridge’s arrival.
The bridge became a gathering place, with a general store
and post office on the mainland side. People would stop in to
pick up their mail and catch up on recent happenings.
A section of the bridge rotated open in the middle to allow
boat traffic to pass through. A bridge tender opened the span

with a giant key, which took some effort to maneuver to the
open and closed positions. Fittingly, ferry operator Harvey
Hendrick became the first bridge tender.
Tolls were charged during the bridge’s first decades. The cost
was 15 cents for cars and a quarter for trucks, a considerable
fee hike from the 5 cent ferry charge. The toll was abolished in
1938, when Pinellas County took over the bridge operation.
The bridge was nicknamed “Old Noisy” because of the clatter
on the planks as the cars went across. Over the years, as
autos became larger, drivers often had to negotiate their way
across to avoid bumps and scrapes from oncoming vehicles.
The beach’s popularity surged with the arrival of the bridge.
It became the gateway for thousands of tourists, visitors, and
part- and fulltime residents who now had a convenient way to
reach the beach. In just a few years, real estate was booming,
tourism soared, and the nearly deserted barrier island became
the center of a booming Indian Rocks community.
For four decades, the bridge provided the vital link from the
mainland to the barrier island for thousands of automobile
travelers. However, as the years passed the hand-operated
swing style bridge became outdated and the wooden structure
gradually deteriorated. By the 1950s, special precautions were
taken for school buses crossing the bridge. Because of weight
limits and safety concerns, the children would get off the bus,
walk across the bridge, and then wait for the empty bus to
come over and pick them up again.
It would take the protests of parents at county school
board meetings to bring about the old bridge’s final days.
By 1956, a modern two-lane concrete bridge was under
construction about a half mile north of the old span, extending
Walsingham Road to Gulf Boulevard.
On July 4, 1958, the new bridge opened. Its cost was over
$700,000, 100 times the price of Old Noisy. The modern
bridge was welcomed as a vast improvement in safety and
ease of travel, but “island dwellers mourned the passing of the
old landmark,” the St. Petersburg Times reported. Parties were
held in homes “to toast the old bridge for Auld Lang Syne.”

The old bridge in the foreground and the new bridge behind it. 1958

By Wayne Ayers, author and historian
For more stories on early IRB, see the book “Indian Rocks As It Was.”
Available at Indian Rocks Historical Museum

Or Current Resident
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CALENDAR OF upcoming EVENTS

november

Property Tax Bills Mailed
1
Belleair Beach Garage Sale
5
Historical Society Fall Luncheon
5
Daylight Savings Time Ends
6
Community Clean Up Week
7-9
Election Day
8
City Commission Meeting
9
Homeowners Happy Hour
10
Veteran’s Day
11
RibFest St. Pete
11-13
Taste of IRB
12
Madeira Veterans Boat Parade
12
Pinellas County Fair
11-13
Dixieland Jazz Classic
11-13
Visit Egmont Key Days
12-13
Christmas Under The Oaks
13
Manatee Season Protection Begins 15
America Recycles Day
15
Ecumenical Thanksgiving COTI
15
Great American Teach In
16
IRB Boat Club Meeting
17
US Disable Sailing Champ
17-20
Clearwater’s Festival of Trees
17-19
Public Schools Closed
21-25
Turkey Trot
24
Thanksgiving Meal at COTI
24
Thanksgiving
24

Heritage Village Holidays Opens
26
Lights Botanical Gardens Opens
26
IRB Garage Sale
26-27
Hurricane Season Ends
30

december

In Water St Pete Boat Show
1-4
Plaza Holiday Event Belleair Bluffs
1
IRB Holiday Tree Lighting
2
Post Office Toys for Tots Drive
3
Holiday Home Tour Heritage Village 3
Sail for The Hungry
3
COTI Christmas Bazaar
3
IRB Holiday Street Parade
4
IRB HOA Toy Drive & Happy Hour
8
Holiday Tour of Homes
10
Rotary Super Game Drawing
11
IRB Lighted Boat Parade
17
Musical Play Calvary Episcopal
18
Indian Shores Lighted Boat Parade 18
Public School Closed
19-3
Winter Begins
21
Hanukkah Begins
24
Christmas
25
Kwanzaa Begins
26
St Pete Bowl Game
26
IRB Skate Park Permits
31
New Year’s Eve
31
Fire Works Sand Key Park
31

indian rocks beach neighborhood NEWSLETTER

page 3

page 4

indian rocks beach neighborhood NEWSLETTER

Did You Know

community looses of a
long time friend Belleair
Beach resident and lifetime Rotarian,
Thomas Hafner passed away October
15th. Tom, retired USAF, was very
involved in the local community. He
was active in Toastmaster, a Past
President and active member of the
Indian Rocks Rotary and for eleven
years, served as a Fire Commissioner
for the Pinellas Suncoast Fire and
Rescue District. Tom and his wife Barbara, married 55
years, have three daughters and five grandchildren.
toy drive Help the Post Office and Marine Corp
provide toys for needy children this Christmas season by
leaving new, unwrapped toys by your mailbox, Saturday,
December 5th. The local mail carrier will pick up and
deliver them to the Marine Corp, for needy families in the
Tampa Bay area, making thousands of children happy.
county fair returns The 2016 Greater Pinellas
Country Fair will be held November 10th through
the 13th in the England Bros. Park, 5010 81st Ave N,
Pinellas Park. Events include: Midways Carnival Rides,
Robinson’s Racing Pigs, National & Local Bands, Farm
Animals, Polynesian Dancers, Agriculture and Horticulture
workshops, Fun crafts for kids to take home (make
butter, orange juice and more), Expo Hall, Family Living
competitions, Great Fair Food and more!
on sale There is still time to buy your 2017 “Save Our
Cottages Calendar” by the Plein Aire Cottage Artists.
They are available at The Indian Rocks History Museum,
The Library, Kooky Coconut, The Welcome Center, Cookie
Cutter, Cafe de Paris, Jana’s, Island Bead Shop,and
Sandy’s. Proceeds from calendars sold by the museum
and the library are donated to those organizations.
jolly trolley expansion The very popular Jolly
Trolley Coastal service to Tarpon Springs is now running
seven days a week. This route, a tourist favorite, has
stops in Clearwater, Dunedin, Palm Harbor and Tarpon
Springs. Previously only offered Friday though Sunday,
now you can take the trolley any day of the week. The
Safety Habour route still runs on Friday, Saturday and
Sundays. Stops in Dunedin connect with the Safety
Harbor trolley, which also stops at The Countryside Mall.
u.s. wins
silver medal
Congratulations
to Clearwater
Yacht Club and the
Clearwater Sailing
Center’s own in
2016 Paralympics
SILVER MEDALIST
Brad Kendell, along
with teammates
Rick Doerr and
Hugh Freund and coach Mike Ingham. All the competing
boats in the Rio Paralympics were crewed by athletes with
physical, motor and or visual impairments. They were
required to navigate the designated course faster than
their opponents. In total, the Rio Paralympics included
528 events over the course of 11 days of competition.
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and More...

garage sales It’s time for the
fall garage sale season. This year,
you get three in one day. Belleair
Beach, Belleair Bluffs and the Town
of Belleair all have their City Wide
Garage Sale on the same Saturday,
November 5. As usual, the sale
begins when you get there and is
normally over by 2pm. Indian Rocks
Beach will be holding their two day
sale, November 26 & 27. Belleair
Beach’s rain date is November 12.

tennis anyone? A new tennis club in Indian Rocks
Beach is looking for tennis players of all ages and
abilities to play matches at Kolb Park in Indian Rocks
Beach. Their goal is to create matches on various days
and times. Anyone interested in meeting fellow tennis
players, see their FaceBook page under Indian Rocks
Beach Tennis Club, or call Dean Rock at (518) 572-7327.
mentors needed Anona Elementary School is in
immediate need of mentors! Mentors come in once a week
to spend the half-hour lunch period with a student who
needs guidance and support. They serve as role models,
encouragers and a listening ear. As the relationship
develops, mentoring becomes a rewarding experience for
both the student and the mentor. The county requires new
mentors attend a workshop providing information about
mentoring policies and procedures, communication skills
and relationship building. If interested, contact Jeanne
Joyner at 588-4730 or joynerje@pcsb.org.
tAMPA BAY CARES seeking VOLUNTEERS The
local non-profit that runs the 2-1-1 information line is in
need of volunteers. 2-1-1 Texting Ambassador provides
information and referrals to people who text into the
contact center for help or updates on their pending cases.
To apply, visit www.211TampaBay.org, click on the “How
You Can Help”, then click on “Volunteer.
coffee is better
in REUSABLE cups
Each year, Americans
throw away 25 billion
Styrofoam cups. Even
500 years from now,
the foam coffee cup you
used this morning will
be sitting in a landfill.
So are paper cups better? 16 billion paper cups are used
for coffee each year, which are made from 6.5 million
trees using 4 billion gallons of water and enough energy
to power 54,000 homes for a year. Most paper cups are
covered with polyethylene, a plastic paste that helps keep
your coffee warm, but also prevents the cup from being
recycled. The solutions is to bring your own reusable
coffee mug or cup when you stop for coffee. Besides
saving our landfills, many coffee shops offer small
discounts for using your own container. Even though the
discount rates are not significant, what is important is
that you will help save paper, eliminate chlorine used to
bleach the cups and you reduce your contribution to our
landfills. Fair Food and more!
our Next Issue is in january Read this issue, as
well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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Real Estate News

WHY ISN’T THIS “TURKEY” SELLING?
Listings That Languish

By Gordon Obarski, Real Estate Broker Gordon Realty House

Can you call a house or condo that
stays on the market a looooooooong
time a “turkey”? Not necessarily.
A home that, at first sight, looks like
a turkey, might not be one at all.
(Definition: generally uncool loser.)
After showing a house to a couple
one afternoon, they told me in no
uncertain terms: “If you show us one
more house LIKE THAT, we’re out!”
The next morning, as I frantically
scoured MLS for something suitable,
they called back. “I think we might want to see that house
you showed us yesterday…again.” After thinking more
about it, they visualized a house perfectly suited to their
needs. The home turned from “turkey” to “terrific” in less
than 24 hours!
Don’t assume just because there is very little available
inventory that an “MLS-challenged” property will
automatically sell. When houses and condos are scarce,
some buyers get aggravated by being outbid on house
after house and simply stop looking altogether. That
doesn’t help the cause whatsoever.
Of the 25 single-family homes currently listed in Indian
Rocks Beach, only 4 have been listed 6 months or longer.
Two have been on the market over 500 days. In terms of
condos, the percentage is about the same; 6 condos out
of 50 have been for sale 180+ days.
Aside from all the usual “adjustments” like more realistic
pricing, tweaking the advertising, changing real estate
agents and decluttering, there are other ways to turn an
Indian Rocks Beach turkey around in its tracks.
Home/condo buyers today are busy. If they are here
looking from out of town, they are doubly under the gun.
If a house looks like too much work, it is. But, having a
creative contractor in the wings…one who can make a
decent presentation to prospective buyers…goes a long
way. The key is getting them excited about what the home
could be with little or no work on their part…other than
flooring selections, etc.—the fun stuff.
Instead of “gobble-gobble,” the property should scream
“BEACH”! This is not an endorsement of shell lamps on
every end table but little touches like a Coastal Living
magazine on the coffee table does wonders to help
a buyer “feel the beach.” Make sure outdoor areas
(enclosed porches, decks, etc.) almost invite a buyer to
crawl up into the seller’s chaise with a book.
A real estate agent who eats, sleeps, breathes and
loves Indian Rocks Beach is also imperative. Buyers will
overlook a lot of things to be part of one of the best
beach communities on Florida’s Gulf Coast. Often times,
a turkey is turkey because of its location. That excuse, just
like the Thanksgiving bird, doesn’t fly in IRB!
Sources: My Florida Regional MLS
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People In Our Community

Sue Thibeault’s new location

For the last two years, Sue Thibeault has been working at
the Belleair Hair Salon, next to Bonefish Grill. Now, she has
decided to begin a new adventure
by offering her creative services at
the “Hair Designs by Sue” located
inside Sydney & Company, The New
Beginning Salon, which is across
from E&E Stakeout Grill, next door to
Bank of American.
Thibeault is an experienced hairstylist
whose clients are men, women and
children. She is a Master hair colorist,
but also specializes in Brazilian
blowouts, creative cutting and styling,
plus wax services. She performs
many other hair services, too, and
offers organic hair color and care
products, along with other types of
high quality hair products.
The results from the services she provides proves that
Thibeault’s passion for her profession comes from her heart.
She goes above and beyond, striving to make people happy
by giving them the exact look they want.
Thibeault welcomes all her current and new clients to visit
her at the new location to begin this journey with her. Feel
free to call her at 401-480-6823 or 727-754-4438 to
schedule an appointment or book a free consultation. Walk
ins are welcome, too. She looks forward to seeing you at her
new location soon.

Taste of IRB’s Tenth Anniversary
by Phil Wrobel

I cannot believe that it has been over 10 years that I was
at my first Executive Board Meeting as the new President
for the IRB Homeowners Association. I was told there were
two festival dates available, one being the first Saturday in
November that had been a wine and cheese mixer in the
Nature Preserve. I agreed to the date, but wanted to do
something different; dreaming big I thought “Why not a
Taste of IRB?”
At first, there was a lot of pushback due to the perceived size
of the undertaking, but a few enthusiasts jumped right in
with me. Becky Griffin created the needed paperwork, Kathy
MacKinnon with Century 21 Beggins and Crabby Bill’s Matt
Loder agreed to be sponsors and we were on our way! With
door to door canvasing of the fabulous restaurants and the
businesses we have in town, we were soon full.
Of course, any start up project has its stumbles. At the first
Taste we did not have enough electricity, because cooking
with gas was not allowed at the time, but people pulled
through. City employee Randy Schwab procured the city’s
generator, plus one of his own saving the day! We went on
to have a very well attended, successful evening.
The success of the first Taste allowed the HOA to invest over
$10,000 to upgrade the Chic-A-Si Park electrical system.
Now, our fire department allows cooking with gas and there
is electricity though out the park. The Taste of IRB has been
going strong and improving ever since.
2015 was the first year President Joe McCall, took over the
event. He and other members have continued to improve
the event and I, for one, can’t wait for this year’s Taste of
IRB, November 12th! See you there!
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The Old IRB Bridge

by Billy Bie 2016
Our family moved to Indian Rocks Beach in 1937, with
me being the youngest of six children. Our home was the
Boathouse, just a short block north of the swing bridge.
Many times when I heard the three toots of a boat’s horn,
which was the signal to open the bridge, I and a number of
friends would run down to help Cap Ransom open the bridge.
As Cap Ransom lived on the east approach, he would put
down that gate and then get the socket wrench in place in
the middle of the bridge, while we kids would close the west
approach gate and pull back the big steel lock which kept the
bridge in alignment. Then we would all get in the center of the
bridge and walk around in circles with Cap Ransom, pushing
the wrench that turned the gear that opened the bridge.
The bridge was so well balanced that everyone stayed in the
center and waved as the boat passed through. Closing the
bridge was the same in reverse; pushing the wrench with
Cap Ransom until the bridge clanged shut. There were never
any problems and Cap always appreciated our help. Among
my friends who were Cap’s helpers were Rodney and Tania
Olson, Bill Elander, Bill Brandon, Jimmy Moore, Posy and
Donna Lee Ransom, Shera and Starr Haight, and any others
who happened to be nearby. This continued from about 1940
through about 1950.

Ol’ Noisy

The Indian Rocks Bridge was nicknamed Ol’ Noisy because
whenever a car crossed over it, there was a loud clattering
sound of the cars tires along the bridge planks. That was
not always the case though. According to Bill Brandon,
“The bridge was not noisy in the early 1930s because the
roadway was planked parallel to tire traffic. It was very
quiet, and besides, cars had to stop mid-bridge to pay toll.
When the state renovated the bridge in 1939, the parallel
planking was removed and what followed was nearly twenty
years of clatter.”
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Sand Dunes - Nature’s Hurricane Protection

by RB Johnson, Mayor Indian Rocks Beach
When Hurricane Hermine moved north through the Gulf this
past summer it left in its wake flooded streets and battered
beaches, but the damage would have been far worse if the
storm had come closer and skimmed the coast as Hurricane
Matthew would subsequently do just weeks later along the
east side of Florida. As it is, the effects of a mere brushing
from a hurricane should be enough to remind us of our
constant vulnerability to nature’s unpredictable wrath.
Investigating how the dunes that line the Pinellas beaches
fared as the storm passed by provides an opportunity to
learn and prepare for future storm seasons.
Sand dunes, and the vegetation that anchors them in
place, are nature’s flexible barriers, the first line of defense
between beach-front properties and the relentless pounding
of waves generated by tropical systems. But dunes are not
static, solidified walls. These reservoirs of sand are part of a
natural system that stretches out across the open beach and
underwater to submerged sand bars. When tides are high
enough for waves to strike directly on the dunes, sand is
released into the onslaught and reduces the waves’ energy.
If the storm is powerful enough, sand can be pushed inland,
a process called “topping,” where the dunes essentially
migrate away from the shoreline. In the case of Hurricane
Hermine, what the Pinellas beaches largely experienced was
“scarping” of dunes, a carving process that leaves dramatic
cliffs on the frontal edge of a dune system. Most of the sand
from the escarpment is carried out to an offshore sand bar,
from which it gradually moves back onshore as the tides
and waves calm down. Once onshore, winds pick up the
loose sand and carry it towards the remaining dunes where
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it is captured by the sea oats and other dune vegetation,
completing the cycle. This illustrates some of the complexity
of nature’s building process, the continual give and take of
water, wind, sand and plants.
Pinellas County beaches are mostly artificial creations,
nourished by expensive sand replenishment operations
conducted by the Army Corps of Engineers every five to
six years. But since the early 1990s these beaches have
been stabilized by significant dune planting projects, giving
nature a chance to utilize her uniquely efficient processes,
and keeping the sand from disappearing prematurely. In
Indian Rocks Beach we saw Hurricane Hermine carve ten
to twenty foot wide escarpments into the front of our dunes,
but the mass of the dune system is far wider, and will be
able to slowly rebuild itself because of this thickly vegetated
expanse. Yet there are other Pinellas beach towns with few
or non-existent dunes, and they suffered waves crashing
onto seawalls, and water and debris swept into front yards,
all from a storm that came nowhere near us. An ominous
cautionary tale.
Local officials are hopeful that the next beach nourishment
scheduled for the towns from Sand Key to North Redington
Beach will come to fruition in 2017. After it is finished,
there will be dune planting projects along this stretch,
predominantly in areas with sparse or no vegetation.
Unfortunately, we have no way of knowing when we will
once again have a scare put into us by an approaching
tropical system. On the beaches, all we can do is work with
nature, and make sure that our dunes are as well-prepared
as possible.
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30 years of sound financial planning
Ray Ferrara, founder of ProVise Management Group in
Clearwater, compares investing to a person walking up a
flight of stairs with a yo-yo. “It goes up and it goes down. But
as that person walks up the stairs, the yo-yo goes up as well.”
Ferrara has been giving and also taking advice for over 45
years. Today, he may be an expert on financial matters but he
wasn’t always the case. He went to the University of Maryland
and graduated in 1970 with a Bachelors Degree in Zoology.
After graduation, he went to work for IBM in Riverdale, MD,
selling computers.
About that same time, a friend asked Ferrara to invest $500
in a start-up business. It was not a good concept and he lost
his investment. It taught him a good lesson though at a very
early age – be an intelligent, informed investor.
After that negative experience, Ferrara decided to become
more informed and took investing courses which lead him
to getting his securities and insurance license. He worked
part-time, but within 6 months, he quit IBM and started
working full time in the investment industry.
Ferrara’s first full time investment job was for Pioneer
Western, a Mutual Funds and Life Insurance company. He
quickly moved up to be a Regional Vice President in the
Houston area, then two years later, they relocated him to their
Clearwater home office. He continued to work there for about
eight years.
Around 1986, he created ProVise in a small Clearwater office.
His staff quickly grew from one to three. By 1990, Ferrara
became a Certified Financial Planner™. In 2000, ProVise
merged with Personal Resource Management, owned by Bruce
Fyfe, CFP ®. They have been together for 16 years.
“In 1932, the Dow Jones was about 40. That is four-zero!”

says Ferrara. “In 1970, when
I finished college, the Dow
was 800. It was between 900
and 1000 when I got into this
business. Look at it now—over
18,000!”
“Over the years, I have certainly
experienced the stock market’s
ups and downs,” says Ferrara. “I
have seen the market go down
over 40% four different times,
Ray and Kim Ferrara
but it has always recovered.
“I was in business when gold was just $35 an ounce. I have
also seen it top $1,800 an ounce. Today, it is about $1380. I
remember when there were no IRAs, no money market funds
and only 400 mutual funds to consider buying,” Ferrara
continues.
“At ProVise we stress financial planning,” Ferrara emphasizes.
“Investing, retirement, estate planning, insurance, asset
protection, charitable giving, etc. are all subsets of planning.
It is like building a home. You start with a plan—and then you
follow that plan. It increases your chance of success.
Today, ProVise Management has 1100 clients in 38 states
service by 32 employees, including 13 Financial Advisors. As
of this month, they manage over $1.2 billion dollars.
In 1970, Ferrara married Kim, his wife of 46 years. They live
in Belleair, where he enjoys golf, traveling and boating. He is
also a member of the Belleair Country Club.
ProVise is located at 611 Druid Road East #105 in
Clearwater. Call Ferrara at 441-9022. Find more information
about ProVise Management Group at ProVise.com.
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Humane Society Youth
Volunteer Award

Lea Simon first came to the
Humane Society of Pinellas
in the summer of 2015 for
Kids Summer Camps. She
returned again this summer
and took her passion for
animals to a new level when
she learned about the Senior
Pet Connection program that
provides pet food assistance
to low income home-bound
senior citizens. One of the
summer camp lessons taught
campers about the service
and how giving back to the
community is important.
Lea really connected with this idea and when she came
to camp the next day, she came bearing donations for
Senior Pet Connection. After camp, she had gone to the
store and spent her pet sitting money to purchase food
for Senior Pet Connection.
It was truly touching to see Lea go above and beyond to
help seniors in this program. Lea shines a positive light
on her peers and is always asking how she can help.
Whether it was picking up supplies in camp or helping
the younger kids with the activities, she is always going
out of her way for others.
“I love animals and have a passion for wanting to help
others. When I grow up, I want to be a service dog trainer.
I think this will be a good fit for me because I love animals
and want to help those who don’t have everything I have.
I really want to continue being at the Humane Society
because it teaches me so much. I am really honored to
win the Youth Volunteer Award,” says Lea.
Lea and her parents, Ted and Helene Simon, live in
Indian Rocks Beach on 18th Avenue.

Upcoming BOAT PARADE
The holidays are getting closer and planning is underway
for a few of our area’s boat parades.
The 20th Anniversary Veterans Boat Parade is November
12. This day parade is open to all boaters. Decorate
your boat patriotically and show your appreciation for
our troops. The parade starts and finishes at the Madeira
Beach American Legion. Visit VeteransBoatParade.org.
The Island Estates Holiday Lighted Boat Parade,
organized by the Island Estates Yacht Club, and cosponsored by the City of Clearwater, is Saturday
December 10. The Parade is one of the largest and most
popular parade events in the area and will be celebrating
its 42nd year of Holiday Cheer. There is no entry fee.
Monetary Prizes are awarded in several categories. If you
are interested in participating or would like further details
contact IEYC Fleet Captain Paul at (727) 744-1728,
liteft@msn.com.
Indian Rocks Beach’s Lighted Boat Parade is scheduled
for December 17. Any boat owner interested in entering
their boat, should contact Lorin in Indian Rocks Beach’s
Public Works, at 595-6889. There is no cost to enter and
prizes are awarded in several categories.
The Indian Shores/ Redington Lighted Boat Parade is the
Sunday after Indian Rocks Beach’s on December 18. Call
Indian Shores City Hall for registration information.
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Bar & Restaurant News

FIRE closes LOS MEX The
hot tamales were hotter than
usual in September 12 when
Los Mexicanos had an electrical
fire in the kitchen. The Mexican
restaurant was closed for about
3 days during the repair. Oddly
enough, they had a fire in the
kitchen last September, too.
Today they are back to business
as usual.
							
proino’s Not opening Proino’s Breakfast Club’s
third location has been under construction on the south
end of the Clearwater Beach for almost two years.
Owners finally announced that restaurant will not be
opening because there are just too many problems deal
with. They still still have restaurants on Walsingham Road
and on West Bay Drive.
havana harry’s
open second
location Their
second location, at
1999 Starkey Road, is
much larger and better
equipped for parties
and large dine-in groups and has festive Cuban decor.
“Currently we are focusing on expanding our banquet
& meeting facilities as well as our menu,” says owner
George Haber. “We can offer catering to fit anyone’s
needs--even if you want something besides Cuban food.”
groupers ready to open The newest Indian Rocks
restaurant, Groupers is owned by IRB resident Adam
McLean. The beer and wine license has been approved
and the city is finalizing their permitting. Located in the
strip center at 14th Avenue between The Red Lion and
Sandbar, it may open this month.
SUBWAY GONE IRB
no longer has a place
in town to buy Subway
sandwiches. Nazih, owner
of the Sunoco Gas and
Convenience station at
the north end of town
that included a Subway,
decided to drop the
franchise store and reopen
the space as DELI EXPRESS, an independent concept.
“The franchise fees were killing me,” Nazih says. “I am
changing everything and plan to offer the same food at
lower prices, with discounts to IRB residents.”
10 years and counting Happy 10th Anniversary
to Marlin Darlin’s Grill in Belleair Bluffs. The restaurant
opened November of 2006 as Key West Grill. In 2008,
the name was changed to Marlin Darlin’s Key West
Grill. Marlin Darlin is the name of one of Frank Chivas,
boats. Chivas is the primary partner in Baystar Restaurant
Group, owner of Marlin Darlin’s. Their claim to fame
is they offer a large variety of some of the freshest fish
available, direct from there own fleet of day boats, or
flown in fresh daily. Help celebrate this anniversary at one
of their Happy Hours followed by a yummy dinner.
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not cooking a
big dinner? Do
you love Thanksgiving,
but don’t want to
cook? Consider
buying your turkey
and or meal from
one of these nearby
restaurants or
business.
WILD FIELDS
MARKET PLACE at
2900 West Bay Drive, Belleair Bluffs will cook your turkey
with all the fixin’s. Choose from an 8 to 28 lb, antibiotic
and hormone free turkey, roasted or smoked at $3.99/
lb. They offer nine sides including three types of stuffing,
cranberry relish and turkey gravy ($4.99/quart). Reserve
yours at 585-8781.
MAGGIE MAE’S at 2961 West Bay Drive, Belleair Bluffs,
offers Thanksgiving Dinners that vary in size: $17 for one,
$32 for two and $60 for four. Dinners include turkey,
stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, candied yams, green
bean casserole, cranberry relish and dessert. Orders
must be placed by November 21st and can be picked
up between 3 and 6:30pm on the Wednesday before
Thanksgiving. Call them at 724-4243.
PUBLIX also provides these same services.
THE BAKERY at 311 Gulf Blvd., in Indian Rocks offers
everything you need for breakfast and brunch to keep your
guests out of the kitchen if you are cooking, plus traditional
and gourmet pies and cakes. Call them at 727-444-0987.
HAVANA HARRY’S at 13932 Walsingham Road, Largo
also is a great place to go for pies. Order at 596-5141.
BON APPETIT EARNS AWARD Open Table named
Bon Appetit one of the 100 Most Scenic Restaurants in
America. “Our waterfront location has made Bon Appetit
Restaurant a favorite dining and wedding destination for
Tampa Bay locals and visitors for the last 40 years,” says
Mr. Peter Kreuziger, owner. Bon Appetit, located at 150
Marina Plaza in Dunedin, was chosen by users of Open
Table in competition with over 20,000 other restaurants.
They are open for breakfast, lunch and dinner seven days
a week and a popular Sunday brunch spot. See pictures
and get more information at BonAppetitRestaurant.com.
sweet IRB now The bakery
With their updated menu which
includes Breakfast, Coffees,
Lunch, savory items including
pie pockets, breads, bagels and
more, plus their wedding and
special events catering, owner
Melissa Dotson felt it was time to
update the name to The Bakery
Coffee Shop. They still offer their
delicious and beautiful cakes
and traditional pies. The Bakery is open 6 days a week,
Tuesday – Sunday at 8:30 am with breakfast daily until
1pm. They are closed on Monday. Look for their new
baking class schedule soon, too.
The Bakery finished 1st with a Triple Layer Key Lime Pie
and 2nd place with a Nutella Chocolate Pretzel Cream
Pie in the Florida Traveling Pie Festival in Largo.
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Great American Teach In - What I Learned from participating
by Clifford Militello, Artist
I moved to Florida about five years ago, retiring after a
25-year career in the Marketing Department of the MTA
New York City Transit, as an Art Director, Cartoonist and
Caricaturist. As an Art Director I worked on many of the
premium products for the Subways and Buses including
Safety, Poetry in Motion, The Transit Museum, NYC Museum
Co-ops and Special Events.
On November 18, 2015, I was invited to participate as a
volunteer in the Progress Energy Great American Teach-In
at Seminole High School. I was informed that the students
came from several different communities including Indian
Rocks Beach.
I was grateful for the opportunity to lecture once again
about Art, something I was really looking forward to doing,
having guest lectured at High Schools and Colleges in New
York City. I was looking for an opportunity to do the same
here in Florida.
It was really exciting to be in front of students again. I was
fortunate enough to be able to spend the day reaching out
to about 125 of them, from freshman to seniors, during six
different classes that featured either 2D or 3D projects. I
was aware that these classes were taken as an elective and
that not all of the students were really interested in art.
In each class I marveled at the creative solutions that even
the most disinterested students were able to direct toward
their respective projects.
My enthusiasm during these classes knew no bounds
because I had much to tell them about the Art field. There

has never been a better time to have a career in art than
now. Thousands of new companies are formed every day
and most will need some form of display or design. If they
just took some time to appreciate their wonderful teacher
Ms. Kelly Maier, and the assignments that they were
participating in, they might be that much better for it.
Creativity was the key! It’s a way for these youngsters to
differentiate themselves from the group and yet remain
on par with their peers. It also allows them a form of
expression that they might not otherwise have in their daily
live.
I was grateful to have participated in such a fantastic
program and I look forward to having more opportunities
to lecture in Florida. I especially wish to thank Thomas
Brittain, Principal and Ann Wilson, Family and Community
Relations Liaison and the rest of the staff and students at
Seminole High School.
NOTE: This year’s Great American Teach-In is November
16th. It is an opportunity for employers, workers,
community leaders, local personalities, retirees, artist,
musicians, volunteers, and parents to share what they do
or what they are interested in, with the next generation.
Speakers are needed for classes in kindergarten through
grade 12 and for technical colleges. Since 1990,
participants have spent an hour (or more) talking about
their work, career challenges, hobbies and life experiences,
in an effort to provide real-life insights and reinforce the
importance of education. Call the school of your choice
and ask to speak to the teach-in coordinator
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Sewer Overflows During Extreme Rains Can Be Prevented

Most Pinellas County residents are aware that Hurricane
There are ways you can help. An average household of four
Hermine brought large volumes of rain water to the Tampa
can produce as much as 400 gallons or more of wastewater
Bay area which in turn flooded the sanitary sewer systems,
per day. Residents can help avoid an overflow by following
resulting in wastewater releases from area utilities.
these tips around their home to put less water in the sewer
system, especially during heavy rains.
Storm water can penetrate the wastewater sewer system
through leaky manhole covers, cracked or broken sewer
• Check underground wastewater pipes of homes built
pipes, and unauthorized connections between sewer pipes and before 1985. Many homes built prior to 1985 were built
storm water pipes. Extreme rain events can stress wastewater
with clay pipes or Orangeburg pipes, which are made only
sewer systems resulting in sanitary sewer overflows due to the
of paper and tar. Also, check your clean-outs to make sure
sheer volume of excess water. When a sewer system is over
the caps are on securely.
capacity, sewage can back up into people’s homes. To avoid
• Postpone doing loads of laundry and dishes during
this threat to health and safety, wastewater releases may occur periods of heavy rainfall, if possible. Remember that all dish
if there is no other feasible alternative.
and laundry wastewater gets sent to wastewater treatment
Fortunately, the overall impact of short-term wastewater plants that may already be dealing with excess water.
discharges to our surface waters is usually temporary. Our • Do not water the lawn if it is raining.
bays, rivers and gulf are constantly moving, which results in the
dissipation and dilution of wastewater contaminants, with fecal • Check hose/sprinkler connections for leaks – a drop wasted
matter typically dying within 3-5 days after exposure to sunlight. each second can add up to a couple of gallons each day.
After a discharge, the responsible party performs water quality • On slopes, plant native species that will retain water and
sampling until it returns to conditions prior to the discharge; help reduce runoff.
these sampling results are submitted to the Department of • Most importantly, never let your children or grandchildren
Environmental Protection as part of its review of the incident play in flood waters; it is simply unsanitary.
and regulatory jurisdiction over the wastewater facility.
Conserving water during a flood may sound
The Florida Department of Health issues health advisories
counterintuitive, but it can make a huge difference when
when bacteria levels present a risk to human health, and may
wastewater treatment facilities are at capacity. Water
also post warning signs when bacteria affect public beaches
conservation protects an essential resource, and it can
or other areas where there is the risk of human exposure.
also protect our homes and our environment from sewer
More information on DOH’s sampling results and advisories
overflows. For more information on storm water safety, visit
is available through their Healthy Beaches Program here:
dep.state.fl.us.
floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/beach-water-quality/
index.html
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, www.dep.state.fl.us
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gratitude
By Karen Williams Seel,
Pinellas County Commissioner

Gratitude - it’s a nice word, but
how many of us actually put this
word into practice in our daily
lives? Sometimes the hustle and
bustle of life in a large county like
Pinellas can lead us to forget what
we are most grateful for in our
lives. Now that the holidays are
upon us once again, let’s all take a moment to look at the
things we each as residents of Pinellas County should be
grateful to have.
Our County has some of the most beautiful beaches in the
world and folks from around the world come to see them.
Some of these award-winning beaches are maintained
and protected by the county. Fort De Soto Beach and Sand
Key Beach are two gorgeous spots with amazing views
and soft, white sand. As the temperatures cool off, these
spots are awesome for a nice stroll any time of day.
Friendly, welcoming communities abound in Pinellas, from
Gulfport to Tarpon Springs and everywhere in between.
Everywhere I go there is a new, friendly person to meet
and chat with. Take advantage of that fantastic sense of
community this fall! Go out to a local farmers market
or festival and remember how lucky we are to have
community events and tremendous neighbors in Pinellas.
These many things about our county’s landscape and
culture are something we can all be grateful for. And for
many of us, we also have a warm meal each night and
a roof over our heads. But, let’s not forget about the less
fortunate members of our community, our neighbors who
are homeless or hungry, or both.
As you examine the things in your life that you are thankful
for this holiday season, I invite you to help less fortunate
neighbors feel grateful for living in Pinellas County as
well. Consider donating food items to a local charity that
feeds the homeless, or making a financial contribution to
a non-profit that helps homeless residents find permanent
housing.
From my family to yours, I wish each of you, my
neighbors, a very happy and safe Thanksgiving holiday.
If you see me around the County, let’s share what we’re
grateful for in our beautiful County!

new HOLIDAY CARDS project
Do you remember the large Christmas Cards that were painted on plywood and displayed in Kolb Park,
across from City Hall during the holiday season? They were a result of a project created 25 years ago by
Beach Art Center founder George King, the Beach Art Center and the Executive Committee of IRB. After
25 years, most were destroyed by termites. The rest burned in the Public Works fire we had in March of
this year.
The current Indian Rocks Beach Executive Committee has decided to reinvent the city’s Holiday Card
Program, but this time the cards will be on a lighter, more durable material. Many will be mounting
around the city in front of their own building (if they have one) or in Kolb Park. For instance, Calvary
Church will have one in front of their church. City organizations are designing and paying to have a
Christmas Card created. For the first time, businesses will be allowed to participate and theirs will be
mounted near their place of business, such as Crabby Bills and Plumlee Realty.
A few organizations, do not have the money to pay for the production of their cards. If you would like
One of the King
to contribute towards an organization’s card in this worthwhile holiday project, or if your business
designed cards that
or organization would like a card, please call Bob Griffin, Chairman of the Executive Committee
has been destroyed.
at 430-8300. Look for these to appear at the Lighting of the City’s Holiday Tree on December 2.

page 18

indian rocks beach neighborhood NEWSLETTER

HURRICANE HERMINE TAKES A
TOLL ON our BEACHES

by Bob Griffin

When Hurricane Hermine landed in Florida last month, it was
the first hurricane to hit Florida in 11 years. Although it was only
a Category 1 when it made landfall 200 miles to the north of
us, it still caused flooding, torrential rains, power outages and
headaches for many.
Some area residents experienced gusts as high as 50 MPH and
up to 10” of rain. The barrier islands from John’s Pass north saw
water over their seawalls, in their streets and in some cases, in
their homes and businesses. The major casualties though were
our beaches.
“Hurricane Hermine did more damage to the Pinellas Beaches
than Tropical Storm Debby did in 2012,” says Andy Squires,
Pinellas County Director of Coastal Management. “We have
asked Professor and Dr. Ping Wang of the University of South
Florida Coastal Research Laboratory to put a number on it.”
“The storm passed by our coast rather closely and generated very
energetic conditions,” says Dr. Wang. “Data shows significant
dune erosion and sand escarpments on most of the beach areas.”
“The beaches are going to
Belleair
need a lot of sand to get
Beach
back to where we were
before the storm,” Squires
continues. Areas with
wider beaches survived
better than areas like
Belleair Shore, Belleair
Beach and Indian Rocks
Beach,” Squires says.
“The beaches hit the
worst were Belleair Shore
and Belleair Beach since
they had a narrow beach
and very little if any dunes to protect them,” Squires explains.
With no dunes to provide protection, Belleair Shore had water
up to most homes’ seawalls in that one and a half mile stretch
of beach. Belleair Beach had minor dunes, but during the storm
they were scoured off leaving a vertical ledge nearly six feet high.
In Indian Rocks, many
beach access bridges had
no sand at their western
end. “In some cases, there
was a 3 or 4 foot drop
off at the end,” says City
Manager Gregg Mims. “It
took 30 truckloads of beach
sand at a cost of around
Indian Rocks
$30,000 to temporarily fix
Beach
the drop offs.”
Turtle nests were another big casualty of the storm. The area is still
in the middle of turtle nesting season, and most nests are at the
edge of the dunes. Clearwater Marine Aquarium (CMA) stakes
each of those nests for protection. “All of the stakes have been
washed away,” says Becca Romzek, CMA representative. “We do
not know how many nests were lost, since some of the babies
could have hatched and crawled to the Gulf without us.”
The county and the state are discussing a $25 million beach
renourishment next Spring, but nothing is confirmed. City and
County officials are pledging with Governor Scott, the Army
Corps of Engineers and other officials to make it a priority. “It
all comes down to federal funding,” says John Bishop, Pinellas
County Coastal Management Coordinator.
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Discover the Island November 12-13
This event is the best way to learn about Egmont Key and the
history it has to offer its visitors! On this weekend, experts will
be on the islands detailing the rich history from the 1800s to
the present time. If you are a lighthouse enthusiast, the one
on the island was built in 1858 and will be open allowing
visitors to view the spiral staircase and to ask questions of the
Lighthouse Keeper re-enactor.
If nature is your interest, they will have experts on migratory
and shorebirds, gopher tortoises and sea turtles. They will also
have experts on the native plants found on Egmont Key.
Civil War re-enactors, both Union and Confederate with
uniforms and equipment from that time will participate. Also,
people knowledgeable on the part that the island played in the
Spanish American War in 1898 will be available.
Other activities include a Silent Auction, kids’ games, local
artists, music, souvenirs, self-guided walking tours and the best
hotdogs on the island!
If you want to learn about Egmont Key and what it means to
the Tampa Bay Area’s history, mark November 12th and 13th
on your calendar and plan to spend the day!
Exhibitors include:
• Bay Area Reef Runner Dive Club with exhibits on the
U.S.S. Narcissus
• Boyd Hill Nature Preserve live birds of prey both days!
• Union and Confederate Civil War re-enactors
• St. Pete Shell Club
• Tampa Rough Riders
• Photographic Artist Lyle Polyack (Saturday Only)
• History Presentations by Author Don Thompson
• Egmont Key Birds Presentation by Tom and Lindsay Bell
• Laser cut contour maps from Island Laser Designs

• Florida History told with the 24 flags flown over the state
• Civil War re-enactors
Events and Activities:
• Folk music by the Egmont Key Shanty Singers
• Self-guided walking tours of the island
• Guided group walking tours 10:30am and 2:30pm
• Lighthouse open (no climbing) with Lighthouse Keeper
re-enactor
• Silent Auction each day
• Souvenir sales
• Presentations on military history, island history and
birds in the Guardhouse
• Kids games and activities
• Presentations on gopher tortoises at Battery Howard
Ferry boarding will be at the Bay Pier this year. When you arrive
at Fort DeSoto simply follow the brown park signs to the usual
place that the ferry departs. Look for the green trailer near the
parking lot. Sales and boarding info will be at that location.
Overflow parking is available across the road from the paved
parking lot. They accept cash, major credit cards and check as
payment. Ticket prices includes ferry service to/from island:
$18 for Adults, ages 12 and up, $15 for Active Duty/Retired
Military with proper I.D., $9 for Children, ages 6 to 11
years, Children under 6 are free. Saturday, Tickets go on sale
at 8:30am, boarding starts at 9am.
Ferry Service Departure Times (two ferries will be on site if
needed. Saturday & Sunday, the first ferry leaves Ft. DeSoto
at 9am and will continue shuttle service as they fill with
passengers. The last boats will depart Ft. DeSoto at 2pm. The
last ferries will leave Egmont Key at 4pm. This allows at
least two hours to enjoy the event for later arrivals.“
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Under construction
Work has started on developing
Indian Rock’s new Beach Zone
store south of the CVS. This
space is owned by Steve Luper,
who owns several Beach Zone
stores, including one in John’s
Pass and another in St Pete
Beach. The new strip shopping
center will have up to five
businesses, one of course will
be the Beach Zone. The other
spaces are for lease now and
may be combined into larger spaces. One may possibly be
a small restaurant or deli. Construction is expected to be
completed in mid-Spring. .
storm damage Not
all Hurricane Hermine’s
damage was on the
beach. The Sunoco Gas
Station at 27th Avenue
lost the awning over its
gas pumps. The entire
canopy had to quickly
be removed for safety’s
sake. Owner Naz says
he is taking steps to
replace the awning and
turn the pumps on an angle for easier navigation and
parking. This will take some time. Look for it to happen
early next year.
New area grocery store Earth Fare opened its first
Florida store in Seminole on Sept 28th. In the new Seminole
City Center (formerly Seminole Mall), they pledge their food
is free of hormones, antibiotics, high fructose corn syrup
and artificial sweeteners, preservatives, colors or flavors. In
addition to the standard departments, they feature grab and
go prepared foods, a deli and a large buy in bulk section.
BELLE’S OLIVE BRANCH
now open This new
specialty store, now open
in Belleair Bluffs, is owned
by Belleair Bluffs’ resident
Michelle Orvis. The store
specializes in Ultra Premium
extra virgin olive oil and
balsamic vinegars from all
over the world. There are
58 varitals and 6 Ultrapremium Olive Oils, all on
tap in large stainless steel
fustis.
They also carry pastas,
sauce mixes, olive wood products, breads, salts and
specialty items to compliment the oils and vinegars. The
staff will help educate new shoppers. Stop in for samples,
recipes, and olive oil tastings so you can taste the variety
of oils for themselves. “I hope to make your visit fun as
well as educational,” says Michelle. Belle’s is located on
the north side of The Plaza 100 facing City Hall. Visit
BellesOliveBranch.com or call Michelle at 330-6724.
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turkey of a
deal Once again
this year, with each
new order, Budget
Blinds will donate
a turkey to the
Salvation Army who
will distribute it to a
needy family during
the Thanksgiving
and Christmas
holidays. This is
part of their Giving
Back promotion
created by owner Carolyn Tricoli. “Our goal is to donate
100 turkeys,” says Carolyn. “We also have a goal to
donating 5,000 pounds of non-perishable food.” You
can drop off food items at their new showroom at 1496
S. Missouri Avenue. Carolyn also had exciting news
about her expanding business, “I am proud to announce
my son Billy Tricoli has joined me as a commercial and
residential consultant.” For information, call 400-6870.
9 years of the
latest styles
Time flies when
you are selling
shoes, handbags
and accessories.
Beverly Halliwell
opened Shoes by
Beverly in The Plaza
100 in 2007. The
shop is small, but
her customer base
isn’t. It has grown
and grown and she
wants to thank all her loyal customers and employees for
supporting her over the years.
publix donates to food banks The Publix
Corporation recently announced they will donate $5
million to the Feeding America Network, including 28
member food banks and to 38 other agencies in the
area. Feeding Tampa Bay will get $175,000 for their
agency. Other local partners include $10,000 for HELP
ministries of Largo.
Local Artists
featured in IRB
Condo Decker
Ross Interiors strives
to give local artists
the opportunity to
be featured in their
clients’ homes
and businesses.
This beachfront
condo owner has a
preference for large,
contemporary pieces
in bold, dramatic colors. The selections enhance his
custom wine bar, made by a local craftsman. Designers:
Marci Tempesta and Suzan Decker Ross, ASID
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Something Fun To Do Nearby

by Becky Griffin

Bok Tower Gardens - a holiday wonderland

Lake Wale’s Bok Tower Gardens, one of the area’s first attractions, showcases the real Florida, untouched by time. This
breathtaking gem, only one hour east of Tampa, has been enchanting visitors for over 80 years but is still one of our bestkept secrets. It was established by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer and philanthropist Edward W. Bok, who spent his winters in
Lake Wales. He bought the highest hill - 298 feet above sea level - to create a bird sanctuary and garden. Today, it is the
Bok Tower Gardens, a National Historic Landmark.
The original 50-acre garden was designed by noted landscape architect Fredrick Law Olmstead Jr. with 1,000 live oaks,
10,000 azaleas, 100 sabal palms, 300 magnolia trees and 500 gardenias. It took five years to design and plant. Today, it
is a refuge for more than 100 bird species. Over the years, with the addition of more property, it is over 250-acres.
After he bought the garden, almost as a after thought, Bok decided to add a “singing tower.” Made of pink marble and
coquina, the 205-foot neo-Gothic and art deco tower houses a 60-bell carillon, one of the finest in the world. Bok died
within sight of the Tower in 1930 and is buried at its base.
Although not regularly open to the public, the tower consists of eight levels, each used for a different purpose. A 211-step
wrought-iron and steel staircase begins on the first level but there is also an original Otis electric elevator still used by the
carillonist. Level 5 is a library, Level 6 offices and Level 7 houses the carillon.
A carillon’s cast bronze bells are precisely tuned and arranged so that any key can be played, but unlike most bells, carillon
bells are fixed in a frame and do not move. Instead, the clapper inside strikes the bell. Because of the bells’ weight and size,
a carillon is one of the largest instruments in the world. Bok Tower’s 60 bells range in weight from 16 pounds to nearly 12
tons. A carillon has a keyboard, with keys connected by wires to the clappers. Keys are depressed by the player’s fists and
feet.
30-minute Carillon concerts are held at 1 and 3 pm daily, with short selections played on the hour and half-hour. They can
be heard from many parts of the gardens. Live concerts are played mid-October through mid-May. Afterward, you can
meet and talk to the carillonist.
Shortly after Bok’s death, Charles Austin Buck, a Bethlehem Steel vice president built a winter home next to the gardens.
The 20-room Mediterranean-style mansion, originally named “El Retiro,” (“retreat” in Spanish) was completed in the mid1930s. In an effort led by Bok’s daughter-in-law Nellie Lee Holt Bok, the estate was acquired by the gardens in 1970 and
renamed Pinewood Estate.
Visitors to Bok Tower Gardens may tour the historic estate throughout the year. Visitors receive a program when they enter
the estate and docents are available throughout the home to answer questions. Due to its historic nature, it is not fully
accessible by a wheelchair or stroller.
The acres of ferns, palms, oaks and pines create unique beauty all year. February and March are considered the peak
bloom season with irises, azaleas, camellias and others in full bloom. During the summer, they offer a summer concert
series, but buy tickets early because they always sell out. During October, enjoy their Rootstock featuring plant vendors,
music, food and a spectacular display of seasonal foliage, marking the start of Florida’s gardening season.
But it is during the holiday season when Bok Tower Gardens really decks their halls. Each year, a new theme is used for their
celebration, and a visit has become a tradition for many Holiday lovers. Decorations and poinsettia displays are scattered
throughout the property. Christmas music from the carillon can be heard throughout.
The highlight of any holiday visit is the Holiday Home Tour at Pinewood Estate. As you move from room to room a story
unfolds bringing history and the Buck family to life. Each room is individually decorated by volunteers and sponsored
designers following the annual theme.
Seeing all that Bok Tower Gardens has to offer is easily done in a day. Guided tours are offered. The historical museum has
changing art exhibits and an up-close look at how a carillon is made and played. You can enjoy lunch or a snack in their
Café and don’t forget to stop in their gift shop for a plant to take home to your own garden.
Bok Tower Gardens, located at 151 Tower Blvd., Lake Wales, is open every day of the year from 8 am to 6 pm. Find more
information at boktowergardens.org or call them at 863-676-1408.
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retire? not on your life! It’s Time to Reinvent & Rewire

by Shary Hauer, Master Certified Executive Coach

Many baby boomers---and I’m one of them--don’t believe in
retirement. In fact, we abhor the word. No executive I know
wants to retreat, withdraw, abandon, cancel, exit, or for
heaven’s sake, expire! (These words are from the thesaurus!)
Successful executives are embracing SECOND ADULTHOOD
(or second childhood!) and re-architecting lives of deeper
enjoyment, meaning, and passion.
For many of us the call for “What’s Next?” speaks most loudly
at midlife after we’ve spent decades building a successful
career, family, reputation, wealth. It’s a time when we yearn
for MORE: more freedom, more time with family and friends,
more fulfillment, more purpose, more happiness, more
engagement in ALL aspects of a rich and vivid life.
What’s Next?: The Rest and Best of Your Life
With 10,000 Boomers turning 60 every day, a profoundly
different portrait of “What’s Next?” has emerged. Rather than
buying into the 1950s version of a golf retirement, many
boomers are seeking to re-architect their second half by staying
engaged. According to a Lou Harris poll, 80% of Boomers
expect to work well into their retirement years. Many are
looking to leverage their well-earned skills, wisdom and time
to contribute to society in more meaningful ways. The age-old
question of “when am I going to retire?” is being replaced by
“how will I make the most out of the rest of my life?
Personal strategic planning is essential for a successful
transition to a vibrant second half, yet many executives fail to
plan their lives as effectively as they managed their businesses.
I hear it all the time from my clients—this from a CEO last
week: “I’ve run businesses. I’ve built hundreds of strategic
plans. But, I’ve never had life goals.” How about you? Are you
like most of us who spend more time researching vacations or

car buying than planning our future life?
Anchor, Don’t Drift to Your Next Chapter
Proactively developing strategic plans is what successful
executives do. When it comes to designing the second half of
your life, a smart strategic plan will follow these basic steps:
Step 1: Reimagine What’s Possible; Create a Clear Vision of
Where and WHO You Want to BE in Your Next Chapter
Step 2: Take Stock of Where You Are Now: Inventory Your
Values, Drivers, Motivators and Points of Power
Step 3: Clear the Way: Free Yourself from Real or Imagined
Obstacles
Step 4: Develop a Personal Strategic Plan that Propels You
With Energizing Possibilities, Actions and Milestones
For some executives their next chapter vision may entail a
move from full-time career to full-time fun. Others want to
transition to another corporate role, or a completely new
career of consulting, teaching, board service, starting a new
business or volunteering. Many others prefer to go ala carte
and build a portfolio life that includes the ideal combination
of work, family time, service, wellness, and leisure. No
matter the direction your next chapter takes, being proactive,
reflecting, thinking through and creating a written plan
insures you:
• Are in the driver’s seat in designing a compelling life
• Gain clarity and peace of mind about what’s next
• Access your rich reservoir of dreams, passions and potential
• Magnify your thinking about what’s possible for the next 10,
20, 30 years
• Experience renewal & transformation for your second half
Shary Hauer, is founder of Clearwater Beach-based The Hauer
Group, www.thehauergroup.com. Schedule a Complimentary
Consultation at Shary@thehauergroup.com or 727.298.8894.
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WHY IS CAR INSURANCE SO EXPENSIVE

by Phil Wrobel
Florida ranks among the top ten most expensive states for auto
insurance (national average $1,325, Florida is $1,654/yr). The
costs are statistic driven with Florida ranking high in Aggressive
Drivers, Hit and Run Accidents, Uninsured Motorists, High
Pedestrian Traffic and Dangerous Roadways. Florida accounts
for over 25% of the national Staged Accidents, with the Tampa
Bay area a top five offender. Also Florida, like most other nofault states, requires drivers to carry PIP insurance.
What is No-Fault and PIP? The terms are interchangeable.
No Fault insurance means that your own automobile insurer
will pay some, or all, of your medical bills and lost earnings if
you get in to an accident- regardless of who is at fault. Personal
Injury protection of $10,000 is required under law in Florida.
The intention of this law was to provide injured drivers up to
$10,000 in immediate medical coverage in lieu of establishing
fault through court system. However, there are a skyrocketing
amount of fraudulent PIP claims which, unfortunately, attributes
to higher insurance costs.
Should I have Uninsured Motorist coverage? In Florida
the likelihood that an at-fault driver is uninsured is one of five!
(19% of drivers have no liability insurance). UM coverage is low
cost and optional. It covers medical and lost wages not covered
by PIP, future medical, and non-economic such as disability,
pain and suffering, loss of ability to enjoy life. This coverage
travels with you even if you are not in own insured vehicle.
At Florida Best Quote Insurance we are here to answer all
of your questions and help you get the best, least expensive,
coverage for your needs. Please call Phil at 727-596-9999 or
email phil@floridabestquote.com. We are located on Indian
Rocks Beach and are here to help!

2nd Annual Ted Irwin
Memorial Youth Sailathon

Saturday December 3, Calvary Episcopal Church
by Fr Bob Wagenseil
Young sailors, ages 8-16, will sail small
boats “non-stop” from 9:30-1:30. The
event is similar to a “Walkathon” in
that each participant will have secured
sponsors whose financial support will
raise much needed funds in support of
the Beach Community Food Pantry. All
money raised will help to provide food
for needy residents of Pinellas County
during the holidays. Last year, 35
young people participated and raised
more than $5,000. We plan to do even better in 2016!
The event is organized and run by the Indian Rocks Family
Sailing Association with support from Pinellas Suncoast Fire
and Rescue, the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, and
Clearwater Yacht Club. The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks
Beach serves as principal sponsor and sailing facilities are
made possible through the generosity of Indian Rocks Beach’s
Calvary Episcopal Church.
The Ted Irwin Memorial Youth Sailathon is held in honor of
the late Ted Irwin whose family were parishioners at Calvary
Episcopal Church. Ted Irwin was a legendary yachtsman whose
accomplishments as a sailor and yacht builder gained world
wide recognition. Mr Irwin was the founder and president of
Irwin Yachts which was a major employer in Pinellas County
and one of the premier boat builders of the 20th Century.
Contact Fr Bob Wagenseil frbob.wagenseil@gmail.com or
(727) 510-6153 for further information and event applications.
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Organizational News...

Cavalry Episcopal Church
On December 17th, is their musical children’s play. The story
is: “It is Christmas and once more the ornaments have been
hauled out of storage and put on display. But why? That is
the question that the Christmas tree ornaments are asking.
Why are they stuffed in boxes for months just to be hauled
out and stuck on a prickly old tree once a year? As they argue
amongst themselves and bemoan their aches and pains from
being cramped up for so long, they are confronted with the
characters from the creche. They’ve come to tell the ornaments
to keep it down as they are going to wake the “baby.” The story
of Christmas unfolds from there.” Contact the Church office to
reserve your tickets today. Tickets are $15/person.
IRB Boat Club
It was near perfect boating conditions for about 50 members
on 18 boats for the 9th Annual End of Summer Island Party. A
sea breeze kept temperatures low, while the group celebrated
the end of another great summer of boating adventures. The
party had a little bit of everything going on: laughing, playing
in the water, a grill and a table loaded with more food than
they could eat, all followed by a great sunset.
On October 29th, the Club held is bi-annual cleanup of
the Intracoastal Waterway. Their final meeting of the year is
Thursday, November 17.
The Boat Club, which gives boat owners an excuse to use
their boats, is free to join and you do not have to live in
Indian Rocks Beach. They hold informational meetings with
guest speakers at Jimmy Guana’s (Holiday Inn Harborside)
monthly on the third Thursday, September through April. To
get involved, call Bob Griffin at 517-1997 or e-mail Bob@
IRBboatclub.com. Visit www.IRBboatclub.com. Watch for the
2017 schedule coming soon.
IRB Homeowners Association
Submitted by Laura Hall

Homeowners Happy Hours continue at the following: November
10 – Sandbar & Grill, December 7 (Wed) – Century 21 and
Chicago Jaqx Toy Drive. These FREE Happy Hours are from
6-7:30pm. Visit IRBhome.com or our Facebook page for details.
Holiday Tour of Homes December 10th from 2-7pm, offers
you the opportunity to visit some of the beautiful homes in IRB
decorated in their holiday best. The tour begins with a reception
at the Beach Art Center where local artisans will have holiday
gifts and cards for sale. The tour is $10 in advance and $15 the
day of, proceeds benefit the Beach Art Center.
10th Taste of IRB - Sponsored by Century 21 Beggins will be
November 12th from 4-10pm at Chic-a-Si Park. Once again
more than 20 local restaurants will be offering specialties. The
popular raffle for a chance to win over $600 in participating
restaurant gift certificates returns. Bring beach chairs or blankets
and spend the evening!
Holiday Toy Drive – The 7th Annual Holiday Toy Drive Party,
sponsored by the Homeowners, Century 21 Beggins and
Discount Loans, will be Wednesday, December 7th from
6-9pm at Century 21 Beggins, 1511 Gulf Blvd., IRB. The toys
benefit the children of Grace House, Shepherds Village, and
MacDill Air Force Base who work with the VA to provide clothing
and gifts for the children of homeless veterans. Everyone is
welcome. Unwrapped gifts or bicycles may be brought to the
party or dropped at locations around town.
The Homeowners welcomes your project suggestions and
encourage you to visit our website to submit your ideas and
recommendations. The opportunity to get involved and
volunteer is open to everyone!
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Organizational News...

rotary club of Indian Rocks Beach
Submitted by Katrina Vargas

• NOV 3rd – Football’s Biggest Game Raffle Tickets for sale
at Slyce Pizza, 5 for $20 or $5 each. The Grand Prize winner
receives two tickets to football’s biggest game (February 5,
2017 in Houston, TX), four nights lodging at the Hampton
Inn and $1000 cash. Second prize is $1000; third prize is
$500. Call 727-418-1673 for tickets.
• NOV 12th – Taste of IRB. Club members will be present
to discuss Rotary and have raffle tickets for professional
football’s biggest game.
• NOV 22nd - Every year, the club helps distribute meals to
area families in need.
• DEC 4th – Participating in the IRB Holiday Street Parade.
• DEC 11th – Grand Prize Drawing Party for football’s
biggest game raffle from 2:30pm – 5:30pm at Slyce Pizza.
In addition, to provide for our area students, the club
participated in the annual Dictionary Project in which
dictionaries were donated and distributed to third grade
students. Also, they partnered with the Rotary Club of Largo
to establish the Inaugural Interact Club at Largo High
School. Interact offers a platform where students can take
part in hands-on community services projects, develop
leadership skills, and make international connections.
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach meets at Jimmy Guana’s
Holiday Inn Harborside at 401 2nd Street in Indian Rocks Beach.
For information visit indian-rocks-rotary.org or our Facebook page.

Community Garden
Submitted by Patricia Burch

The Fall growing season is in full swing and members have
dug in with enthusiasm. Tomato plants are growing in to their
supports and peppers are getting buds. A group gathered
on a pleasant Sunday afternoon and planted beans, lettuces,
and squash. There’s a lot going on as gardener’s take
advantage of the perfect fall weather. Come take a look!
We are still working on the seed library. The IRB library has
received donations from several seed companies. While the
library was closed for renovations, we packaged and labeled
the seed so library patrons can “check it out.” We plan to
launch the seed library in November. There will still be time
to plant seeds for the spring growing season. We still have
Community Garden spaces available, so why not join now?
Library
Closed for needed renovations, The City of Indian Rocks
Beach Library will reopen to the public on Monday,
November 14, at 10 am with an updated open floor plan.
historical museum
Museum Luncheon Nov. 5 - Mark your calendar for the
Don’t miss the ever-popular potluck luncheon at the IRB
Historical Museum Saturday, Nov. 5, at noon. Learn about
the early history of the south Pinellas beaches, from the time
of the Indians, to the early 1900s when Pass-a-Grille was a
major tourist resort, and continuing with development of the
barrier islands. All are welcome! Just bring a dish to share.
The museum has recently adopted a logo that emphasizes
the area’s early Indian history. A large dimensional sign
featuring the logo is being placed on the front of the
museum, facing the post office. Thanks to IRB Rotary
members for painting a blue backdrop for the sign for
added impact. It looks great!
Visit the museum at 203 4th Ave., Wednesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is free, with
donations gratefully accepted.
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Organizational News
Action 2000 Indian rocks beach
Submitted by Diane Flagg

It’s hard to believe that we just celebrated our 15th Oktoberfest
on the Beach event at Kolb Park with a record breaking crowd.
Streets were filled with food vendors, arts and craft booths were
set up along all the park walkways, children activities were
enjoyed from 11-2 sponsored by Plumlee Gulf Beach Realty,
entertainment by Erica Deciglie band, and of course our beer
truck sponsored by Crabby Bills. The silent auction was buzzing
with excitement and a sell out!!
We could not do it without so many enthusiastic volunteers and
our many community sponsors that help support Oktoberfest,
allowing our organization to continue our beautification efforts
throughout the city. Our sincere thanks for your contributions.
Our special gratitude to Tampa Bay Newspaper and to FBC
Mortgage, and Mike Alea, for being our main event sponsors.
Mid-afternoon our famous games took place, which attracts a
great following, and just lots of fun. Our 2016 winner of the
stein carrying contest: Caulette Love. Our winner of the keg
toss contest: Ricky Brumett. Last but not least, our 50/50 raffle
was won by an active military couple visiting from Indiana.
Please visit oktoberfestonthebeach.com and see great photos
of the event and support our community sponsors. These
businesses greatly help support our community.
Friends of IRB Dog Park
Submitted by Wendell Schott
This year has been an exciting one for the Dog Park with the
City of IRB coming through for us and fulfilling their promise to
make upgrades. The response of recent arriving snowbirds to
the changes have been overwhelmingly positive. At the same
time the Friends organization has decided to disband from the
constraints of a corporation and just become an informal club.
In appreciation of the City’s work and the Museum allowing
us to hold our meetings there, Friends recently made generous
donations to each entity from its remaining funds. The money
to the City is to be used for the specific maintenance of the Dog
Park. For all of those who contributed during the past year, thank
you. Some of your money will be going for the upkeep of our
delightful doggie playground. We will be posting future events
along with important community happenings from time-to-time
on the bulletin board that is directly inside the main entrance of
the park. Friends expects to have a convertible car with some of
our decked out pooches in the City Holiday Street Parade as was
done last year. From Great Danes to teacup chihuahuas, we wish
you a doggone great holiday season!
Beach Community Food Pantry
BCFP located in the Calvary Episcopal Church building, 1615
1st St, IRB welcomes anyone who would like to know more
about our mission to help those who struggle with life’s basic
needs. To volunteer, contact David Kline (727-418-1673 or
kline22@tampabay.rr.com). Experience is not required, just a
desire to make a difference in someone’s life.
church of the isles
Church of the Isles is sad to announce the resignation of
Rev. Dr. Ty Sweeting. Pastor Ty has been with the church since
May 2015, and has served on the IRB Executive Committee
and The Board of the Beach Community Arts Center. Church
of the Isles is in the process of hiring an Interim Minister until
a new Pastor is brought on board.
Join them for the following events:
November 15th Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
November 24th Thanksgiving Dinner
December 3rd Christmas Bazaar
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YOUR 401k COSTS MORE
THAN YOU THINK

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

There has been a lot of news about
lawsuits against employers who sponsor
retirement plans because they have
not monitored the fees and investment
options. When you are responsible for
other people’s money, you are a fiduciary
and it is your duty to have a process
in place to monitor your retirement
plan. Here are four reasons why creating a process and
conducting a fiduciary audit should be a top priority.
First, we offer the audit to you with this guarantee: if the
audit doesn’t find enough annual savings to pay for the
audit, we will refund the audit fee in full.
Next, as a fiduciary to your company’s retirement plan
you are personally liable. You must monitor service
providers to ensure fees are reasonable. One of the
best ways to demonstrate you are monitoring your plan
is to complete a third-party detailed plan audit that
benchmarks all aspects of your retirement plan.
Thirdly, many companies implement a retirement plan
with the purpose of helping their employees retire.
Sometimes, record keeping, custodial and investment
fees can make it more difficult for an employee to retire
with sufficient savings if their fees are eating away at their
savings. The law requires employers ensure that all fees
are reasonable, and a third-party plan audit helps.
Finally, a third-party plan audit will also analyze the
services that are being delivered by the various service
providers. Not all providers are created equal. Some
have extremely high service models, some have
advanced technology, others simply get the job done and
even some just don’t show up.
Many employers don’t even know what to expect from
service providers. A third-party plan audit, will measure
typical services that each service provider should be
providing so that you know what you should expect
from the service provider. It will also see if there are any
overlaps in services so that you can negotiate reduced
fees from the service provider.
Reducing your personal liability, saving your company
and participants money plus improving the services you
are receiving should be a top priority. If you are ever
questioned about your fiduciary process through a lawsuit
or DOL/IRS Audit there is no better way to demonstrate
a fiduciary process than through a third-party plan audit.
You have our guarantee that the audit will find savings
that pay for the audit. Why wait?
V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chairman and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105
Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022, info@provise.com
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise Management Group, LLC.

The information herein is general and educational in nature and should not be
considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations are complex and are
subject to change
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MEET Laura JOLLY, the wife of a congressman
By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Laura and David Jolly moved from Indian Shores to Harbor
Bluffs, next to Belleair Bluffs, last June. They still own their
Indian Shores condo, but now they call Belleair Bluffs their
home. “We just love that neighborhood,” Laura exclaims.
“Shortly after moving in, a neighbor threw a welcome party for
us. No politics--just food, wine and friendly neighbors.”
Earlier in his career, Rep. David Jolly (R) was an aide to Rep.
Bill Young. Later, he worked as a lobbyist for a Washington
firm, which is where Laura first met him.
“After Bill’s death, David was trying to recruit someone to
run for the seat, but when former St. Pete Mayor Rick Baker
decided not to run, people convinced David he would be best
to represent the people of Pinellas,” Laura explains. “David
is an attorney. In the beginning, he did not want to run, but
others convinced him he was perfect for the Washington job.”
In 2014, David was elected to finish Young’s term and Laura
continued working in Washington for a defense firm. That led
to the Jollys having a long distance relationship for about 9
months, each flying back and forth between Washington and
Tampa Bay. In July of 2015, David and Laura married.
Laura does not try to manage David’s busy career life. She
does however, manage their free time. “I keep in touch with
the office and try to keep our days off for ourselves. Our
personal time is ours. We don’t let the calendar run our lives.”
Laura only goes to Washington occasionally. “I have my
job here,” Laura says. She is Vice President of Business
Development for Boston Holding Company, a private
local equity firm. “When I do go to Washington, I have my
girlfriends from the past that I try to socialize with, while

David does his Washingtonstuff.”
The Jolly’s recently adopted
two fur babies - Huck and
June Bug, both young
Dobermans. “They are
definitely ‘people’ dogs.”
So where do they like to
go when they dine out? It
depends on the part of town
they are going to. “We love
Villa Gallace and Crabby
Bill’s in Indian Rocks, the
new Marina Cantina in
Clearwater Beach and the
Belleair Bluffs‘ Maggie Mae’s
because they let us bring our dogs and sit outside.”
Presently, David is running for re-election against Charlie
Crist (D). In Washington, he is also trying to limit the amount
of fundraising Congressmen are required to do, fighting
for Zika funding and working on hundreds of other issues
important to our area.
“David has a saying about his work,” adds Laura. “He wants
his work in Washington to pass the ‘Sleep Well at Night’ test.
Normally we get a good night’s rest.”
“It is so heart-warming to drive down the streets of our new
neighborhood and see all the ‘Vote of Jolly’ yard signs. That
gives us another reason to love Belleair Bluffs, Laura adds.
“If you see us out and about, feel free to say hello. We love
talking to our Pinellas neighbors.”

