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T & G RAIL LINE OPENED IRB TO TOURISM

It wasn’t quite the
Transcontinental Railroads’
opening of the West in the
1850s, but the Tampa and
Gulf Coast (T&G)
Railroad’s arrival from the
mainland in 1914 had a
similar impact on our
area.
The “excursion train” was
not plush, fast or smooth
riding. In fact, it was
nicknamed the Tug and
Grunt. But it gave residents
of the region’s largest city
access to the beach, and
brought in a crowd of
vacation and retreat
seekers.
The Tampa connection,
they called it. The first bridge
to Indian Rocks Beach, built 100 years ago, was the rail
trestle that brought a spur line of the T&G railroad onto the
barrier island. An early land plat shows the bridge crossing
the water into Indian Rocks, near 14th Avenue to a depot on
Central Avenue (today’s 15th Avenue) in the vicinity of Kolb
Park, then continuing down 3rd Street (today’s Bay Palm
Blvd). The bridge was a “jackknife” type, meaning it opened
upward like a pocket knife to allow boat traffic to pass.
Early trains had open sides, wooden seats and a wood
burning engine which often blew smoke and cinders onto
the passengers. But, it provided convenient non-stop
transport to the beach for work-weary Tampans, whose only
previous access was by Harvey Hendrick’s primitive wooden
“scow ferry.”
The train’s arrival over the bridge signaled the beginning of
tourism in Indian Rocks Beach. The lonely barrier island
would soon be transformed into “Tampa’s Playground.” The
25-room Indian Beach Hotel, built around 1914 on the
beach at today’s 15th Avenue, became a popular resort for
excursionists from Tampa because of the rail line. Overflow
guests from the ritzy Belleview Biltmore Hotel in Belleair, also
on the T&G route, were lodged at the Indian Beach.
The beach was a short walk from the train depot. A
morning arrival meant visitors could spend the day, or stay
overnight. At 4:30 in the afternoon, the whistle would blow
to summon sandy riders from the return trip to Tampa.
Because there was no way to turn the train around, it arrived
on the island in reverse and left going forward.

Solid wooden planking was built underneath the tracks, so
automobiles could also be driven across the bridge. That
was definitely a shaky venture, so the opening of the auto
bridge in 1916 at the ferry crossing site in the Narrows was
much welcomed by motorists.
Another familiar means of transport on the train tracks was
a dinkey powered by a gasoline engine operated by Ernest
Lowe, son of Postmaster Jeff Lowe. Jeff was known for his
great strength, and was said to be able to lift the dinkey on
and off the tracks by himself!
The railroad bridge’s coming also spurred residential
development on the barrier island. In addition to the daytrippers and tourists, well-to-do Tampans built vacation
homes on the beach as a welcome retreat from the heat
and rigors of city life.
Indian Rocks’ first subdivision was developed in the midteens by the Indian Beach Company, headed by Tampa and
Gulf Coast railroad builders Charles Lutz and C. H. Brown,
along with M. J. McMullen. The development, called the
Indian Beach Subdivision, was located near the T&G bridge
in the area surrounding today’s City Hall. The project
consisted initially of a dozen or so homes and the hotel.
Though the Tug & Grunt did its job in providing the Tampa
Connection that brought excursionists and retreat seekers to
the area the popularity of the automobile proved even more
significant. Car travel was more convenient, and the roads
from Tampa to the beach were good. The building of the
auto bridge in 1916 proved to be the railroad’s undoing.
Damaged by a storm in the 1920s, the train trestle fell into
disuse and was removed as a hazard to navigation in 1928.
By that time our future as a tourist destination
was assured, along with the T&G’s legacy as a major jump
start for that accomplishment.
Story by Wayne Ayers, historian and author.
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NEXT ISSUE IS NOVEMBER

Do you need another copy of this
newsletter? Ask for them at USA
Grocers CVS Drug Store or any
Indian Rocks realtor's office.

This newsletter is printed every
other month and survives on
local advertising. Please support
the people advertising here. If
you are an IRB resident wanting
to advertise, you get a discount.
We also offer discounts for
advertising in our other issues
Belleair Area, Clearwater Beach
and Downtown St. Petersburg.

To advertise in the next issue,
call us. Read this or
other issues online, at
BeachNewsletters.com

CITY NUMBERS
CITY HALL. . . . . . . 595-2517
1507 Bay Palm Blvd
www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com

CITY MANAGER - Gregg Mims
MAYOR/CITY COMMISSION . 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Cookie Kennedy • Terry Wollin
Phil Hanna Vice Mayor • Jim Labadie
City Manager, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-2517
Gregg Mims
Building Department: . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Dan Weigner
Planning & Zoning: . . . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Danny Taylor, Dir.
Public Services: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
Dean Scharmen, Public Services Dir.
IRB LIBRARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-1822
Next to City Hall
M-F 9-5pm, Tu-Th 7-8:30pm, Sat 10-1pm
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM . . . 593-3861
Across from the Post Office
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.. . . 692-7867
Joe McCall, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin IRBboatclub.com . . . 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER . . . . . . . . 596-4331
Next to City Hall, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd
POST OFFICE / IRB. . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Avenue 33785, Near Crabby Bill’s
Mon-Fri 8:30A-4:30P; Sat 9A-12:00P
IRB ROTARY
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
ACTION 2000
Eric Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm

LITTLE LEAGUE . . . . . . . . . . . . 417-7349
IRB WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . 595-4575
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach. . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS . . 595-1038
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
SEWER / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
TRASH / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St. Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-395-2512
Republican, District 66
8383 Seminole Blvd, Suite B, Seminole
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
David Jolly . . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-392-4100
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/jolley

2015 CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

SEPTEMBER
Labor Day
7
Patriots Day
11
Homeowners Happy Hour
10
IRB Public Safety Day
12
End of Summer Island Party
12
Grandparents’ Day
13
Bucs First Opening Game
13
IRB Boat Club Meeting Guana’s 17
Autumn Begins
23
Clearwater’s Blast Friday
25
Clearwater Offshore Racing
26-27
OCTOBER
City Occupational Licenses Due
Blessing of the Animals Calvary
Make A Difference Fishing Tourn
IRB Homeowners Scavenger Hunt
Boat Club’s Intracoastal Clean Up
Coffee with a Cop
Homeowners Happy Hour
Oktoberfest in IRB
Columbus Day
Stone Crab Season Starts

1
3
3
3
3
6
8
10
12
15

National Boss’s Day
16
Clearwater Jazz Holiday
15-18
Coastal Clean Up
17
Tiki Gardens at Historical Society 17
St Patrick’s School Fun Fair
22-25
Keegans Stone Crab Event
23-25
Country Jubilee Heritage Village 24
Pumpkin Carving City Hall
24
Haunted House City Hall
24
Johns Pass Seafood Festival
24-25
Halloween
31
Sea Turtle Nesting Season Ends
31
NOVEMBER:
Daylight Savings Time Ends
1
Belleair Beach Garage Sale
7
Ride Against ALS
7
Taste of IRB
7
Community Clean Up
9-11
Veteran’s Day
11
Homeowners Happy Hour
12
Historical Society Fall Luncheon
14
Rib Fest
13-15
Dixieland Jazz Classic
13-15
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Did You Know....
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NEW LITTLE
LEAGUE
PRESIDENT West
Pinellas Little League
has a new President.
Meet Damon
Hardiman. He has
been involved with
Little League for over
20 years—11 as a
player and 9 as a
manager, coach
and/or board
member. He has two daughters playing in West Pinellas LL
for the past 6 seasons. “My goal is to create a positive
environment to all the growth of every child and family that
our league touches,” says Hardiman. Reach Damon
Hardiman
at 574-339-9248.
___________________________________________________

NEW FALL FOOD EVENT Billed as Tampa Bay’s ultimate
wine and food experience, St. Pete Wine and Food Fest is
being planned in St. Pete’s Beach Drive area September
24-27. Tickets are being sold for individual events, or for
the entire four days. Visit StPeteWineandFoodFest.com.
___________________________________________________
DON’T NEED FOR TWO SPACES AFTER A PERIOD
Those over 40 probably learned to type on a typewriter,
not a computer. One rule from those typing classes has
definitely expired - double spaces after periods. Unless
you are typing on an actual typewriter, you don’t need
them, or after question marks, exclamation points, or
any end of sentence punctuation, actually. Computers
use proportionally spaced fonts, which adjust spacing to
the size of each letter including punctuation. In other
words, the computer does it all for you.
___________________________________________________
WALK LIKE MADD MOVES The Walk Like Madd
Beach Walk, normally held on the beach in October
has moved to Largo’s Central Park and will be held
November 21st. The event has grown in size and the
park offers them more room and a safe place to walk.
Visit WalkLikeMadd.org/Pinellas, for information.
___________________________________________________
NEW FLAG POLE Indian
Rocks Beach resident
Wendell Schott recently
donated a flagpole to the
city. He spent about $800 to
have it relocated from his
property on Gulf Blvd to the
Nature Park. He tried to
install it in the Dog Park, to
honor his dog companion,
Spanky, but it was
considered a lightning risk
and was not approved. “I
probably brought Spanky to
the park 5,000 times,
before she passed away two
years ago,” says Schott. An
alternative location in the
Nature Preserve was
approved. On August 11,
Wendell hoisted the
American Flag there for the first time. Take a look the
next time you are at the Dog Park, and think of Spanky.
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NEW ART AT CITY HALL
A metal bird by the door to City
Hall, and Sea Turtles next to the
Library, are two beautiful examples
of art-in-public-places by artist and
Indian Rocks Beach resident Mark
Wabol, who specializes in metal
art. The project was commissioned
by the City to create the pieces.
“The heron was about 150 hours
of work; the three turtles were
about half that,” says Wabol, who
was paid $7,500 for both projects.
”That was a discounted price,
since I am also a resident of this
lovely town.” The IRB Homeowners
paid for the project. See more of
Mark’s
work at www.HotMetalDesigns.com.
___________________________________________________

BED TAX, WHERE DOES IT COME FROM? The 2014
Bed Tax report has been released. The tax includes hotels
and vacation rentals. Overall, Pinellas County collected
$3,257,052. The beaches contributed $2.192 million of
that, or 67%. Indian Rocks Beach contributed $46,558,
or 2% of the beaches. Clearwater Beach had the lion’s
share, $1.089 million, 49.6% of all the beaches
combined. The bed tax is used for tourism advertising,
beach nourishment and building attractions such as the
Tropicana Dome.
___________________________________________________
PLEASE HELP US IMPROVE
We want to know what you
think about our Newsletter.
What do you like? What would you like us to include?
Would you like to see changes? The online survey is posted
at www.BeachNewsletters.com..
_________________________________________________
DO YOU PLAY THE HARMONICA? The Gulfport
Senior Citizens Harmonica Club practices at the Gulfport
Senior Citizens Center from 9 to 11:45 am every
Wednesday. They also perform in the center's cafeteria
every third Wednesday, 10:45 to 11:45. Anyone interested
in learning how to play the harmonica or in joining the
club, call Howard Rothstein at 727-363-8016.
___________________________________________________
RECYCLE ALUMIUM
Used aluminum
beverage cans are the
most recycled item in
the U.S., but other
types of aluminum,
such as siding, gutters,
car components, storm
window frames and
lawn furniture can also
be recycled. There is no limit
to the amount of times aluminum can be recycled. We
consume the contents of over 80 trillion aluminum cans
every year and over 100,000 aluminum cans are recycled
each minute. In 2010 that amounted to 53 billion cans, not
even 1%. A used aluminum can, can be recycled and back
on the grocery shelf as a new can, in as little as 60 days.
That's closed loop recycling at its finest! Recycling one
aluminum can saves enough energy to run a TV for three
hours
or the equivalent of a half a gallon of gas.
___________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN NOVEMBER Read this issue,
as well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

Real Estate News
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TEMPERATURES HOT
Listings NOT

By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate Doiron
Realty on the Beach

In between torrential downpours, it has
been mind-numbingly hot in Indian Rocks
this summer. The housing market has been
hot, too, but it would be even hotter IF
there were more “good” properties for buyers to consider.
That being said, real estate sales in IRB continue to be
brisk. Condo/townhome sales are up 20% so far this
year as compared to the same period last year. Singlefamily homes sales have increased 28%. However, with
sales up and the amount of available single-family
inventory being the same as last year, there are fewer
properties to be had. On paper at least, there appears
to be a balanced single-family home market—one that
favors neither the buyer nor the seller—with about 6
months’ worth of available inventory. But, a closer look
at the numbers tells a slightly different story: “Good”
single-family listings are actually scarce commodities.
Of the 38 currently listed IRB single-families, only 13 are
in the highly sought-after price range of $300,000 to
$600,000. And, nearly one-third of those have been on
the market 180+ days. (One has been listed for 2,361
days!) That leaves only 9 viable single-family properties
for sale in that price range. Of the total 14 single-family
homes SOLD in the last 90 days, 3 had been on the
market 8 months or more, so the more desperate
buyers are even settling for MLS languishers.
Indian Rocks Beach listings are selling at a quicker pace
now than they did in 2014. Last year, January 1-August
15, a single-family home stayed on the market an
average of 102 days. This year, it’s gone in 83. Condos,
too, are selling quicker, remaining on the market only
100 days on average, as opposed to 139 days last year.
Fewer single-family listings are driving prices upward
causing many buyers to be put off by the lack of
“deals.” In some cases, this group has been driven by
price in the condo market, which is why there is less
than a 4-month supply of condo inventory in Indian
Rocks Beach, as opposed to 6-7 months worth, when
the market is at its happiest.
While the current market is not so hot for buyers, it’s
Christmas-come-early for sellers. According to the
Pinellas County Realtors Organization, it’s the first time
in Fannie Mae’s National Housing Survey’s history that
over half of the 1,000 people surveyed (52%) believe
NOW is a good time to SELL. For IRB single-family
home and condo owners, that is especially true.
Florida is soon expected to surpass New York as the
nation’s third most populous state, and the Tampa Bay
corridor stands to see a substantial portion of the projected
growth. So, grab an oversized beach towel to wipe the
sweat from your brow, call the A/C guy for the third time
this season, and contact a realtor to take advantage of
the hottest seller’s market we’ve seen in eons.
Sources: My Florida Regional MLS, 2010 U.S. Census &
2013 ACS Demographic & Housing Estimates
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OUR NEW WEEKEND ENFORCER

Until recently, no
one was available
on weekends to
enforce our city
codes. Residents
have been
complaining about
weekend problems
on the beach,
including illegal
parking, tents left
out overnight,
drinking and loud
music. To solve the
problem, Steven
Buckner, the Weekend Code Enforcer was hired.
“Steve was hired to fill an enforcement gap,” says City
Manager Gregg Mims. “We hired him as a second,
weekend Code Enforcer to enforce general code
ordinances, parking violations and to provide a general
beach patrol, primarily on weekends. In addition to his
beach enforcement duties, he interacts with the public and
provides information. I interviewed about 15 people, and
Steve was by far the best suited for the position. He has the
experience and the education to do a great job. He has
been on the job about two months and the feedback has
been great so far.”
Buckner has a background with law enforcement. He
worked for ten years with the Pinellas County Sheriff’s
office eight of which were in Dunedin including enforcing
Dunedin Causeway beach and fishing rules.
Buckner is not a cop. He does not carry a gun or a radio;
he carries a cell phone. “If I encounter a problem that
needs police or public works attention, I call them,”
Buckner says. “I call 9-1-1 just like anyone else would.”
Buckner has a love of nature. He is a long time fisherman
and loves to talk about birds. He is a photographer, too. “I
am very much a naturalist. In fact, I am a Florida Master
Naturalist, a degree issued by the University of Florida.
The program taught me a lot about Florida’s nature and
its animals.”
“I started July 1st and Saturday, July 4th was a big day,”
he said. “You should have seen the beach Sunday
morning,” Buckner recalls. “People left chairs, tents, trash,
holes, garbage and lots of fireworks remnants.”
“A turtle nest hatched on July 4th, about 9pm,” Steve said
with excitement. “There were already volunteers sitting
near the nest to protect it from the revelers.”
When he finds a tent left on the beach overnight, he tags it
as a warning. If that tent is there the next morning, Public
Works hauls it away. “I hate to see tents left on the beach;
they have a negative effect on nesting sea turtles.”
Sometimes we find people drinking. It is my job to inform
them there is no drinking on the beach,” Buckner goes on.
“But, it is not my job to look for drinkers or arrest anyone.”
When Buckner is not patrolling the beach, he patrols the
28 Beach Access areas and parking lots. “There is not a
lot of extra parking places in Indian Rocks,” Steve says.
Each access only has 10 to 20 spaces, and many are
reserved for residents or golf carts. When I find a car
without a sticker in a resident parking space, they get a
$40 ticket.Sorry, but that’s the rule.”
The people I’ve met in Indian Rocks Beach are the
warmest, nicest people, I have ever met.”
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ACTION
2000
NEWS

Submitted by Tim Shears, Board Member
Not long now! On October
10th it's the 14th annual
Oktoberfest on the Beach, the
signature event for the IRB
community and A2K's major
fundraising event. We will have
great food, wonderful vendors,
beer and wine, fun games for
the whole family and live music.
We count on the great community spirit and contributions
to make this event a success. With over 6000 attendees,
Oktoberfest is a fun family event and a superb
promotional vehicle for your company product, service or
hobby! If you would like to be a sponsor contact Tim
Shears, (727) 238-6864, a vendor contact Ed Hoofnagle
(727) 400-6672 and donate to the silent auction contact
Carol Sivyer (813) 230-5885. All the monies raised goes
to Indian Rocks Beach community improvements that you
often hear about in this newsletter.

It has taken almost a year, but the Yacht Basin Lighting
project, funded by A2K,is a reality. This area of IRB, on
Gulf Blvd. between 5th and 7th Avenues, is very dark at
night so low voltage LED lighting is currently being
installed by Wired Island. This will light the sidewalk for
pedestrians and be friendly to the animals that call the
nearby mangroves home. A special thanks to Dean
Scharmen and the City for making this project happen.
Mentioned in another story in this edition, new signs,
"Leave Nothing but Your Footprints", are finished and
installed at all 28 Beach Accesses in IRB. Keep a look out
for them. We thank the City of Indian Rocks Beach for
letting A2K be a part of this wonderful and project.
Have you noticed the new
decorative Sign Pole
upgrades for Gulf
Boulevard? The prototype
is at 27th Ave. and Gulf
Boulevard and more have
been installed since. This
will significantly improve
the look of Gulf Boulevard and IRB. We thank the City of
IRB for letting us be involved in this beautification project.
Join us! Action 2000 meets at the Beach Arts Center on
the second Monday of each month and everyone is
welcome. Come and meet the wonderful group of
volunteers making IRB a great place to live and work.
More information can be found at irbaction2000.com or
on facebook Action2000IRB.Action 2000 - Where Action
is the Attraction!
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WALSINGHAM INTERSECTION

Get ready for dirt, rubble and detours. The City, with the
help of the County and Florida Department of
Transportation, plan to rebuild the main intersection of
Indian Rocks Beach is about to begin. Work is scheduled to
begin right after Labor Day The intersection will be
redesigned with pedestrian safety in mind and will include:
l North bound - the right turn off Gulf Blvd. will be
required to stop at the red light before making a hard
right turn onto Walsingham Road.
l South bound - Gulf Blvd. will remain the same.
l East bound - Walsingham Road will be reduced to one
lane for a distance of one block.
l West bound - Traffic turning right on Gulf Blvd. will be
required to stop at the red light and make a hard turn.
The existing concrete pedestrian median islands will be
removed. An enhanced Pedestrian Crosswalk will be
installed. The Traffic Control Box will be relocated. New
landscaping will be planted from Gulf Blvd to the bridge.
“This will be painful but it will be worth it,” says City
Manager Gregg Mims. “This will make the intersection more
modern, better for traffic flow and safer for pedestrians.”
This is being done, because the traffic has increased
significantly over the past five years. The plan is supposed
to improve traffic management and flow. Many find
today’s crosswalks confusing and dangerous.
“Our intention is to start this work out of season so as not
to be going on during peak tourist season,” says Dean
Scharmen, Director of Public Works. “We know there will
be dust, dirt, detours and complaints.”
The total project is expected to cost $475,000. The city has
committed $175,000, while the remainder will come for
$300,000 in grants.
photo by Phil Hanna

7TH ANNUAL CLEARWATER SUPER BOAT NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

One of the most thrilling super boat races, the fastest show on water, will return to the white sugar sand coast of Clearwater,
Sept. 25-27, 2015. This three-day festival includes activities for the entire family such as VIP parties, racers village, seafood
vendors, a spectacular fireworks display and the racing of the world’s fastest offshore powerboats.
The premier offshore sporting event takes place just off the shore of Clearwater’s beaches. Superboats equipped with F-16
canopies and traveling at speeds of 180 miles per hour will compete on a 2.5-mile racecourse. Spectators can watch the
event from the beach, Pier 60, various VIP viewing parties, and from designated spectator fleet viewing area.
Events will begin Friday, September 25 at Baystar Race Village in downtown Clearwater, where the superboats will be on
display in the annual Super Boat International Parade. On Saturday, the Seafood Festival takes place between 10 am and
10 pm in Coachman Park. Guests can indulge in a variety of seafood specialties, refreshments and souvenirs from vendors
and end the night watching the fireworks display hosted by Pier 60 Concessions. Races begin on Sunday with races taking
place at noon, 1:30 and 3 p.m. Following the races, is the Miss Clearwater Corona Girl Pageant at Shephard’s Beach
Resort, the official “Beach After Party.” The day concludes at 5:30 pm, with the Awards ceremony in Coachman Park.
For more information about the races, visit www.clearwatersuperboat.com. If you are unable to attend the National
Championship, the race will be streamed live at https://livestream.com/sbi/clearwaterbeach2015.
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30 YEARS AT KEEGAN’S SEAFOOD GRILLE

for years,” says Jackie. “Our
grouper, and fresh seafood. John III
oldest son, John III, had years added She-Crab Soup. “All of our fish
of experience and was the
is fresh and wild-caught,” adds John
reason we got the urge. We
III. “We do not buy farm-raised fish.”
searched online and this one
Their most popular item is the
popped up as a blind listing,
Keegan’s Grouper Sandwich with sells
but we did not know it was
for $12.99 with sides. “I remember a
Keegan’s. The broker said,
time they sold for $4.99,” says John III.
“You will be surprised” - and
They have other items including steaks,
we were.”
chicken, pasta, pork sandwiches and
vegetarian items. “We were going to
They quietly negotiated with
get rid of schnitzel, but so many
Linda and Caesar and on
August 11, 2008, became the people told us they came just for that,
we kept it,” says Jackie. Their popular
new owners. “Even the
kid’s meal is served on a Frisbee.
employees were surprised,”
says John Jr. “We opened up
The Schonowskis added a 20 seat
Linda & Caesar Labrador, Keegan’s first owners the next day and introduced
patio. They have 98 seats and serve
ourselves as their new bosses.
between 200 and 400 meals a day,
It was our desire to make the changedepending on the day and the season.
By Bob Griffin, Publisher
over as seamless and easy as possible.
The food here is consistently excellent,
Keegan’s Seafood Grille has been in
We kept the original menu, recipes,
and it is one of the reasons I love
Indian Rocks Beach for many years,
and staff. Even today, we have 85% of
working here,” says Annie, a server for
but it didn’t begin where it is today.
the same menu items and most of the
24 years. “I like knowing I am serving
Linda and Caesar Labrador opened
original staff.”
a quality product at an affordable
the restaurant, named after their son,
“When we bought the place, we only
price. I love our regular customers. I
in 1985 at 1309 Gulf Blvd, where the
had about 10 employees; 7 up front
have seen children grow up, and bring
Sandbar is today.
and 3 in the kitchen,” John Jr explains. their own kids here to eat.”
Caesar, originally from Spain,
“Today, we have about 30 people on
“We even had a wedding here once,
developed his chef skills while working the payroll--all employees are local,
inside when it rained,” John Jr.
on cruise ships. He worked at La Cave living nearby. Some of our employees
laughed. “Many people have their
(now Guppy’s), before he and Linda
have worked here for over 20 years.”
weddings on the beach and walk
opened their fine dining restaurant,
It truly is a family-run business. John Jr. across the street to hold their
The Anchor Room in Clearwater
is the general manager, Jackie runs
receptions at Keegan’s.”
Beach. In 1985, they opened
the office and payroll, John III runs the
“Keegan’s is one of my favorite long
Keegan’s.
kitchen, and Robert does the
time eating spots,” say Mayor RB
“We out-grew our small space and the marketing, web site and social media.
Johnson. “I recommend them to
landlord did not have more room for
“Owning a restaurant for the first time
visitors all the time. By the way, their
us to enlarge,” says Linda. “So, we
at our age, brought surprises,” says
Parmesan encrusted mahi-mahi
started looking around and found the
Jackie. “But, since John III worked at
sandwich is to die for!”
place at 16th Avenue.” that had been
or ran half dozen area restaurants
Keegan’s, open 7 days a week, is in
Scharmen’s Family Restaurant owned
over the past 25 years, we thought,
Keegan’s Plaza at 1519 Gulf Blvd.
by Dean Scharmen and his wife.
‘Why not?’ We realize now it is an 8Find
them on Facebook or visit
“At the time, we did not live here, but
day a week commitment!”
www.KeegansSeafood.com
we always loved Indian Rocks,” says
They acknowledge John III is the secret
Linda. “We operated the restaurant for to Keegan’s second success.
22 years. Our son, Keegan worked
“He buys and prepares all
there almost from the beginning. At 5,
the food,” says Jackie.
he helped clean tables and did
numerous jobs in the kitchen. Later, he “I worked at The Hungry
Fisherman, Mahi’s, Bobby’s
waited tables and helped cook.”
Bistro, The Kingfish, two
In 2007, Keegan’s was featured on the Columbias, Bob Spoto’s
popular TV show “Diners, Drive-Ins
place, and Frenchy’s
and Dives”. The show highlighting his
Saltwater Café,” says John
acclaimed charbroiled octopus made
III. “I was at Frenchy’s for
Caesar a star and Keegan’s Seafood
18 years, starting as kitchen
Grill famous for a few years. About
manager and moving up to
eight years ago, the Labradors had
general manager.”
enough of restaurant ownership and
“We did not change a thing
decided it was time to sell.
that first year,” says John III.
Indian Rocks Beach residents John Jr.
“Little by little, we tweaked
and Jackie Schonowski, and their two
the menu and recipes a
sons, John III and Robert, were
little.”Keegan’s is known for
shopping for a restaurant. “We had
several things: sangria,
talked about owning one in the area
daily specials, blackened
John Jr., Jackie & John III Schonowskis, today’s owners
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THE RIES BROTHERS - A BAND OF BROTHERS

An Interview by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Sometimes when they play, you get the
feeling you are witnessing greatness in
the making. I had that feeling the first
time I heard the Ries Brothers at a
local bar.
The Ries Brothers, young musicians
who are clearly moving up the music
industry ladder both locally and
nationally, live in Belleair Bluffs. The
Tampa Bay Times just recently named
them one of the Top 10 local bands of
2015.
Charlie (19) and Kevin (16) really are
brothers. When you meet them, you
might even think they are twins. They
are the same height with the same
hairstyles and act like typical teenagers.
Kevin, the front man plays the guitar
and provides background vocals.
Charlie, plays three instruments, he is
usually in the back on the drums,
playing bass on the keyboard and
singing – all at the same time!
The brothers have music in their
blood. Three of their grandparents
were musicians in Chicago. “Both the
boys started playing the piano at six,”
says mom and band manager, Jenifer.
“The boys picked it up from day one
and have since added many other
instruments to their repertoire.”
In addition to music, they play a lot of
sports, so when you approach their
house, you see the typical teenage
things — baseball equipment,
skateboards and even a skim board.
But inside, the house is like being in a
Hard Rock Café. Signed guitars are
mounted on the walls. There are
framed album covers and photos of
famous musicians everywhere. The
living room has a grand piano, a
dozen guitars, several amps and
microphones set to their height.
Their first paid job was May 27, 2012,
at the Crabby Bill’s Loading Dock in
Indian Rocks Beach when Kevin was
only 13. The boys have played at Gill
Dawg, Seabreeze Island Grill, Quaker
Steak & Lube, Fox Jazz Club, and
other local establishments.
On a larger level, the Ries performed
at the Capitol Theatre, Ruth Eckerd
Hall, The Mahaffey, The Coliseum,
Clearwater Jazz Holiday, Vinoy Park,
Van’s Warped Tour, Tampa’s Hard
Rock Café, The Straz Center, Blast
Friday, First Friday and The Florida
Strawberry Festival.
In 2013, they became the youngest
lead-in act to a headliner at the
Clearwater Jazz Holiday where they

Charlie (left) and Kevin (right) with the band Chicago

opened for Chicago. When asked
which has been their most memorable
concert, they both agreed it is Ryman’s
Auditorium in Nashville, the original
home of the Grand Ole Opry. “To play
a place like that, where some of
music’s most famous have played,
gives you the chills,” says Charlie.
“Even Elvis played there.”
What is amazing is their selection of
music. It is the music from the 1970s
and ‘80s including Led Zepplin, The
Who, Rolling Stones, Pink Floyd and
even the Beatles. This is music that was
popular years before they were born.
How did they learn it and why do they
perform it?
“My father was a great influence on us
in the beginning,” says Kevin. “We
listened to whatever he listened to,
then we learned to play those songs.”
But their versions began to deviate
from the originals, as they began
adding their own special twists. They
also write many of their own songs.
“Run To The Sea” a new song they
wrote is about life near the beach. It
has become one of their favorites.
The Ries Brothers finally had a chance
to headline their own major show,
when they played at the Murray
Theater, the new smaller theater at
Ruth Eckerd Hall, August 8th.
The show sold out in just two weeks.
They have a new album due out soon.
A shorter, 3-song mix tape, was
available at the August show. After the
show, they left for Asbury, N.J. to play

with Vini Lopez, Bruce Springsteen’s
original drummer. He is a Rock-N-Roll
Hall of Fame drummer and founding
member of the E Street Band.
Now, bigger shows and touring have
left the brothers with no time for school
or the local pub scene. Previously, they
attended Shorecrest Preparatory, but as
the demands of rehearsing and
performances have increased, the
brothers enrolled in virtual schooling to
finish their education.
“I remember when the brothers first
started playing at Crabby’s three years
ago,” Pauly Jenkins from Crabby Bill’s
said. “People would comment on how
well they played considering how
young they were. Charlie & Kevin are
talented beyond their years. It is great
to see how they’ve grown as
entertainers and performers. I used to
hear ‘the Ries brothers are good for
how young they are.’ Today, people
are more likely to say ‘the Ries
Brothers are awesome performers’
without mentioning their age as a
qualifier for their talents.”
“We enjoy our relationship with the
entire family and we are proud of
what they are accomplishing. We hope
as their star continues to rise, they will
come back and play a few sets at our
little venue even if we have to hire
crowd control,” Jenkins says smiling.
Learn more about the Ries Brothers on
their website, www.RiesBrothers.com.
You can also find them on FaceBook
and You Tube.
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BEACH ART CENTER NEWS

Join them for them for the Movement, Rhythm, Spectacle
Exhibition celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month which.
opens with a free reception on September 11th at 6 pm. It
features paintings, sculptures, photography, pottery and
more from emerging and award winning artists. This exhibit
features Spirit of the Jaguar: Original Works by Mauricio
Vasquez. Mauricio A. Vasquez is a self-taught artist from El
Salvador, whose first drawings were done with charcoals
from his mother’s primitive stove. With the idea of
contributing to his community, Mauricio attended the
University of El Salvador’s medical school for nearly four
years. However, because of the disruption of the civil war
and family responsibilities, he was not able to finish. He
came to the U.S. some 30 years ago. Visit
featheredserpentgallery.com/mauricio-a-vasquez, for
information on Mauricio A. Vasquez. The exhibit runs
through October 2, 2015.
Fall class registration began August 31st for dozens of
classes and workshops with something for every schedule,
interest and skill level. Classes are led by qualified
instructors and offerings include: Pottery, Watercolor, Oil,
Acrylic, Water Media/Mixed Media, Colored Pencils,
Drawing, Family Pottery, Adventures in Art History and more.
The Beach Art Center is located at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd.,
Indian Rocks Beach, FL. Gallery and gift shop hours are
Monday – Friday 8:45 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Admission is free.
For more information, phone 727.596.4331 or visit
www.beachartcenter.org. The Beach Art Center is a member
of ART4ALL-PINELLAS.

IRB BOAT CLUB NEWS

This summer’s rains have made boating more difficult. The
last two events were impacted by weather, including the
Three Rooker trip being completely canceled. With the end
of summer storms in sight, it is time to get back to boating!
The End of Summer Island Party is September 12th. This
very popular event is held on the northernmost island in
Indian Rocks Beach, just south of the Belleair Causeway.
Fun starts around 3pm and ends after sunset or whenever
you want to leave.
MEETINGS:
Thursday, September 17th meetings resume and will
continue through the fall. Three speakers are scheduled for
September:
• Patricia DePlasco, of Keep Pinellas Beautiful will discuss
the ways to keep the Intracoastal waters clean.
• Peter James, of the Treasure Island Yacht Club will
discuss a new program in Treasure Island to help you
obtain your Captain’s License.
• Ken Jones with Wallace, Welch, and Willingham will
discuss the importance of keeping your boat insured
UPCOMING EVENTS OR REASONS TO USE YOUR BOAT:
September 12: End of Summer Island Party
September 27: Clearwater Super Boat Races
October 3: Intracoastal Waterway Cleanup
October15-18: Clearwater Jazz Holiday
October 24: Stone Crab Festival in Clearwater Beach
November 7: Veterans Boat Parade
The BOAT Club is based in Indian Rocks Beach but anyone
can join and it is free. Events are held from Tarpon Springs
to Egmont Key. For more information, visit
IRBboatclub.com or email bob@IRBboatclub.com
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SOCIAL SECURITY TEST
HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
Several people called after our first article on
Social Security with questions. Maybe one of the
best ways to help understand Social Security is
to ask some questions. The answers are at the
end, but please “no peeking”. J
1) Full retirement age for Social Security benefits
today is: a) 70 b) 66 c) 65 d) 62
2) How many years do you need to be married to receive a
spousal (even from an ex-spouse) benefit? a) just get
married b) 5 c) 10 d) 20
3 Approximately how much is your Social Security benefit
reduced if you start at age 62? a) 50% b) 33.3% c) 25% d)
10%
4) Instead of taking your benefit at full retirement age, how
much will your benefit increase each year by waiting (no
later than age 70)? a) by cost of living b) 8% c) 5% d) 3%
5) If you keep working past age 70, it is possible for your
Social Security benefit to increase? True or False?
6) Under normal circumstances, the earliest you can start
Social Security is: a) full retirement age b) 65 c) 62 d) 60
ANSWERS:
1) Age 66. It gradually increases to age 67 in 2027.
2) You qualify after 10 years of marriage. You may receive
your benefit, or 50% of your spouse’s benefit, whichever is
higher. Suppose your benefit is $1000 monthly and your
spouse’s benefit is $2400 monthly. 50% of her/his benefit
($1200) is higher, so you can take the spousal benefit.
3) Each month you start Social Security prior to full retirement
age reduces your benefit. At age 62, your benefit is
reduced by about 25%.
4) 8%. Suppose that your benefit is $2000 per month at
age 66. The benefit increases by $160 per month each
year that you delay. Thus, at age 70 the monthly benefit will
be $2640 per month.
5) True. Your Social Security benefit is calculated based on
the highest 35 years of earnings. If you earn more after
age 70 that was greater than a one of your previous
highest 35 years, the lower number is eliminated and
replaced by the higher year.
6) Under normal (retirement) circumstances the earliest age
is 62.
How did you do? Options for Social Security are numerous
and complicated. Decisions are generally irrevocable. You
cannot afford a mistake.
If you would like to discuss your Social Security options, we
will prepare a report at no cost or obligation. Ask for Evelyn
at extension 204. We are conveniently located at 611 Druid
Rd E, Suite 105 in Clearwater. Call 727-441-9022 or email
at info@provise.com.
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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NEW DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CENTER TRIPLES
CASA’S CAPACITY TO PROTECT SURVIVORS

CASA, a leading Tampa Bay area domestic violence center,
has opened the doors to their newly constructed 100-bed
shelter. This facility will triple their capacity to provide
emergency housing and services to families escaping
violence.
“Survivors seek shelter for many reasons, the need for safety
being top priority,” said CASA’s Acting Executive Director
Shandra Riffey. “CASA provides a safe haven, job assistance,
children’s programs, information, referrals and so much
more. This shelter provides a holistic approach to removing
barriers for survivors, their children and their pets.”
Why open a new $12 million dollar facility with $2.5 million
in annual operating costs? Overwhelming community need
and necessity. Since 2000, 18% of all homicides in Pinellas
County were due to domestic violence and over 120
domestic violence offenses are recorded by our local police
each week.
While CASA’s previous shelter was a source of refuge for
countless families, lack of space and resources forced them
to turn away 1,400 survivors of domestic violence each year.
This was a statistic CASA’s staff could not carry on their
conscience. The decision was made to build a new shelter
matching the magnitude of the epidemic of violence.
“At first it was a daunting task to take on such a large
project, but the community has been stepping up to help
open doors to a safer future for survivors of domestic
violence,” said Tuesdi Dyer, CASA’s Development Director.
“People just get it. This shelter is a necessity and the
community is clearly committed to sustaining this vital place
of refuge for decades to come.”

Behind the fresh paint and energized volunteers are a
mortgage and operating expenses that have grown to match
the organization’s expanded services but, many organization
face a drop in new donations immediately after construction
of a new facility. One local philanthropic organization is
making sure this will not be the case for CASA. How? With a
$1 million dollar challenge. Yesterday, the Sonia Raymund
Foundation announced that it will match new donations to
CASA’s capital campaign, dollar for dollar.
“I know that not everyone can write a check for a million
dollars. I happen to be one of the lucky ones,” said Sonia
Raymund, Foundation Director. “But CASA needs the money.
I ask you to give, and give big, because I am prepared to
write a check for up to a million dollars.”
With the newly announced donation matching program,
CASA is within reach of completely paying off its remaining
construction costs, potentially saving millions of dollars in
interest payments over the life of the mortgage.
All donations to CASA’s shelter will be doubled automatically
under the new program, until the $1 million matching fund
is depleted. Please donate at www.casa-stpete.org/shelter, by
calling (727) 895-4912, or by mailing a check with “Shelter”
written in the memo line to P.O. Box 414, St. Petersburg, FL
33731. People seeking information on available naming
opportunities are encouraged to contact John Biesinger at
jbiesinger@casa-stpete.org or (727) 895-4912 x105.
CASA, Community Action Stops Abuse, has been providing
lifesaving services to women, men, and children living with domestic
violence since 1977.
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THE COOLEST WAY TO LOSE FAT

By Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald
COOLSCULPTING TRANSFORMATION of resistant fatty
deposits is certainly possible. FINALLY, reduce love handles,
saddle bag, thighs, abdominal and flank fat, without painful
liposuction, cutting, down time, anesthesia or infection risks.
This Harvard born technology is the “COOLEST” way to get
rid of unsightly bulges that even a million sit ups won’t get
rid of. You see, men typically accumulate resistant fat in an
apple core distribution. Women typically accumulate
resistant fat deposits in a pear shape distribution. These
areas can be permanently dissolved with this freezing
technology in as little as one or sometimes two treatments.
One of the most attractive benefits of CoolSculpting
Transformation is that you may resume your daily activities
the same day! One treatment freezes the targeted area and
the body naturally clears the area by a process called
phagocytosis. Simply, the macrophages (one of our white
blood cells) identify the damaged cells like a Pac-Man and
slowly remove the fat and cellular debris over a 2-4 month
period. The macrophages safely deliver the debris to the
lymphatic system for disposal.
The best results are seen 2-4 months post procedure. You
can expect a 20% reduction of the problem area after only
one CoolSculpting Transformation procedure.
Imagine during that time, you can actually continue to
exercise with minimal discomfort, omitting draining incisions
or dressing changes. This greatly empowers you to do your
part with eating well and exercise. This is almost impossible
if you have ever experienced liposuction. YES, it even works
if you have had liposuction in the past!
You can improve your results simultaneously with our
proven diet support HCG program, B12/LipoPlex/Detox

Program or any combination of the
above. You must do your part! YOU must
want this transformation. It can happen
with great follow up care and coaching.
This Harvard born technology WILL
spread like wildfire to many facilities. It is
ground breaking technology and FDA
cleared (the only FDA cleared treatment for non invasive
and permanent fat loss).
Therefore, I have Dr Fitz Tips on choosing the best place:
•Ask for before and after photos from actual facility clients.
•Ask if they have support and after care programs in place.
•Is there Dual Cool capability (2 areas simultaneously),
saving you time and reducing the fat twice as fast?
•What level rewards program is the facility? The higher the
office Rewards Program, the more treatments being
performed; hence, more treatment experience.
•Discounts are nice; however, always remember you get
what you pay for - COOLSCULPTING TRANSFORMATION is
no different. Thus, if you pay for the procedure and receive
B12/LipoPlex/Detox Program for free, these may enhance
your results BETTER than a discount!
•Inquire if the practice is trained, certified and has attended
the CoolSculpting University for advanced training.
To make your transformation permanent it is imperative that
you do your part! YOU are the key to permanent success in
this ground breaking procedure, as well as your overall
health. Aftercare counts! Compliance is essential with follow
ups, health maintenance and a great vested staff in your
success with COOLSCULPTING TRANSFORMATION!
Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald, Owner/Medical Director of PureLife MediSpa, has been practicing family practice medicine for 20 years.
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COUNTY BUDGET TOUCHES EACH PERSON IN THE COMMUNITY

By Pinellas County Commissioner Karen Seel
A little boy wakes up every day with the positivity of
childhood shielding him from the sad reality of the lot in
life he has been dealt at an early age. This little boy is
hungry each day, having to compete with several equally
hungry siblings to simply have enough sustenance to
function.
One day, the little boy returns from school to find his
mom crying on the floor of the studio apartment the
family of five shares. As he approaches to give her a
hug, he hears her telling his older brother that they are
being evicted; the little boy doesn’t know what this
means, but he can tell it isn’t good.
The little boy holds his feelings of confusion and fear
inside as he comforts his mother; he doesn’t know what
will come next and though he doesn’t realize it, neither
does his mom.
In a last ditch effort to prevent herself and her four
children from becoming homeless, the mother decides to
contact Pinellas County’s Human Services department
after hearing about the Family Housing Assistance
Program.
Luckily for the little boy, his mom and the other siblings,
they qualify for the program and will not find themselves
trying to survive on the street. Many families in Pinellas
County struggle to make ends meet each month,
sometimes choosing between food and rent.
The unfortunate stigma in our society about seeking a
helping hand from the community when you’re in need

sometimes even leads people to go
hungry, live on the streets or skip
medical treatment, simply because they
fear the judgment of others.
While this boy’s story is fictional, there
are many similar yet true stories every
day in parts of Pinellas County. So many
children in our community do face a
reality just as grim and often their parents are as scared
as they are. Stories like these are one reason that every
line item in our budget is closely evaluated to make sure
every budgeted dollar serves a purpose in our
community.
The Family Housing Assistance Program provides
assistance to families who meet financial hardship
qualifications and can prevent those at imminent risk of
becoming homeless from losing their home. In addition,
the program works with families to provide the tools and
resources for continued sustainability and future success.
Visit www.pinellascounty.org/humanservices/familyhousing-assist.htm, to learn more about the Family
Housing Assistance Program.
There are many pieces to the budget and while I
highlighted just one here, the county budget provides for
everything from public safety to water quality testing and
many things in between. I encourage you to get involved
and I would love to hear your thoughts. For information
on the budget process and how you can participate, visit
www.pinellascounty.org/budget/default.htm.
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INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION NEWS

Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
September 10th: TJ’s Italian Cafe’
October 8th: Aqua Prime
These FREE Happy Hours are from 6-7:30pm and are
held on the second Thursday of each month. Visit
www.IRBhome.com or visit our Facebook page for details.

Submitted by Joe McCall, President
UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS:
IRB Scavenger Hunt: This years Scavenger Hunt will be
October 3rd. This a great civic fundraiser and a chance to
meet and support all your local businesses that make
Indian Rocks Beach the great small town we love to call
home. This year’s event will fund donations to IRB Food
Pantry and Morton Plant Breast Cancer Voucher Program.
Register at IRBHOME.COM or pickup mail-in registration
forms at our participating sponsors.
Taste of IRB: Date scheduled for November 7th. Be
watching around town for the Taste of IRB posters at our
participating sponsors for additional information.
WITH YOUR SUPPORT THE HOA RECENTLY FUNDED
THE FOLLOWING CIVIC PROJECTS AND DONATIONS:
City Art Project - The beautiful metal artwork at City Hall
and the Library was designed and sculpted by IRB resident
artist Mark Wabol of Hot Metal Designs
Current Projects:
10th Avenue Outdoor Workout Facility: According to
Dean Scharmen from the City of Indian Rocks Beach,
there have been some weather delays with the installation
contractor. We thank the city, their employees and the
community for their assistance with this project.
New Bus Stop Bench: The HOA approved and the city is
working on installing a new bench on the west side of
Gulf Boulevard between 10th and 11th Avenue
Community Project/Event Ideas: The Indian Rocks Beach
Homeowners Assoc. is always looking for the next great
project or community event to fulfill our association’s
mission and enhance our community. If you are an Indian
Rocks resident and have an idea for a project or event in
mind for our community, please email us with a
description at irbhomeowners@gmail.com
Finally, we can not thank the Indian Rocks Beach
Homeowners board members and it’s many volunteers
enough for all the time and effort they donate for our
fund-raising efforts that make these projects and
donations possible.
Visit www.IRBhome.com or visit our Facebook page for
details.
Indian Rocks Beach Homeowners Association is a
501(c)(4) non-profit corporation to promote community
unity. Our mission is to unite residents and businesses for
the preservation, beautification and enjoyment of our
small beach community. To accomplish this mission we
provide opportunities for residents and local businesses to
meet and get better acquainted in a friendly and informal
manner during adult and family social events throughout
the year. All proceeds generated by our major annual
events help fund worthwhile projects and causes that
directly benefit our city.
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IN MEMORY OF H. MURRY REEVES JR.

H. “Murry” Reeves Jr., resident
of Indian Rocks Beach for
nineteen years, passed away
on May 8, 2015 just two weeks
short of his fifty-sixth birthday.
Murry grew up on Oldsmar
Bay and would often skip
school to go fishing. Murry said
that he must have been a sea
otter in another life because he
loved the ocean so much. He
was always on the water, in the
water, or around the water. He
was happiest when he was on
his 16 foot Carolina Skiff with
its blue Bimini top, talking to
the fish; catching and releasing them. He KNEW exactly
what kind of fish he hooked even before he reeled it in.
Murry loved to fish and fished to live. Fishing was not just
a hobby, it was his lifestyle. He was often anchored near
marker 40, near bird island, or next to bright dock lights.
A conservationist and naturalist by heart, Murry was always
concerned about our environment and all living things.
While out in his Skiff, he would pick up garbage floating in
the Gulf, Clearwater Bay and the Intracoastal. He always
returned home with a bag full of garbage.
If you ever heard someone yell “Slow Down” while
speeding in a “No Wake” zone, it was probably Murry
protecting a family of manatees or dolphins, or warning
inexperienced boaters they were about to hit a sandbar.
He loved to garden and grew “Murry’s Garden” at
Heathersands Condos on East Gulf Blvd. Everything Murry
nurtured grew, not just plants. Murry was a loving devoted
father and husband. He loved life and was always positive,
smiling, being witty, air-clowning, laughing, and physically
active. His gift was making people happy.
To Murry materials things weren’t important. He said,
"We’re rich in our hearts because we have each other. You
can only take [to heaven] what is in your heart." Murry lost
his life to Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension, a disease for
which there is no cure. The Murry Reeves Memorial Fund
was set up to honor Murry and to fund medical research at
the American Lung Association to advance the fight
against PAH. Donations can be made at www.curepah.org
or www.gofundme.com/murryreeves .
Thank you Murry for your contributions to Indian Rocks
Beach. May the wind always be at your back and the
heavenly tide always be perfect and the fish plentiful. May
God’s light always shine upon you.

WE ROCK THE SPECTRUM

We Rock the Spectrum, a play gym specializing in being
all-inclusive, is a place parents can take their children,
regardless of their developmental level. With specialized
therapeutic equipment children love to play with, We Rock
the Spectrum is great for children with autism, or who are
on the spectrum, as it helps in areas of strength,
movement, sensory processing, and social interactions.
The gym located at 12505 Starkey Rd, Largo is open to
residents and parents traveling with children who have
special needs. One service—Open Play—allows parents to
bring their kids to the gym, drop them off to play, and
enjoy a few hours to themselves. What parent wouldn’t like
that? Visit www.werockthespectrumclearwater.com.
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Restaurant News....
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PJ’S GETS THATCHED
Owners of the restaurant
liked their Tiki Hut look so
much, they doubled it. Now
when people have to wait for
a table, they can do so
under cover. PJ’s Restaurant
hired Robert Drew of Native
Design Group to expand the
tropical overhang on the
front of their building to
cover their entranceway.
________________________
MARINA CANTINA
PROGRESS Everyone is still
watching the progress of the new Marina Cantina
Restaurant on the roof of the Marina Office Building. The
many delays stem from the 50 year old building’s poor
condition. All of its plumbing and electrical systems had to
be replaced and upgraded while the building was brought
up to current standards. Frank Chivas and the Baystar
Group are now moving full speed ahead and now they
hope to be open by the end of the year.
___________________
READY SET ACTION!
Steve and Nancy
Westphal, owners of
Aqua Prime, were the
stars of their own TV
commercial, filmed at
the restaurant in July.
The commercial airs
on various channels on
Brighthouse cable
network.
___________________
BEST BREAKFAST Maggie Mae’s wants to thank their
customers for voting them “Best Breakfast” in the area by
readers of The Belleair Bee. Stop by for one of their great
breakfasts or lunch at 2961 West Bay Drive, next to
Bonefish Grill. They open at 7am.
____________________
NEW RESTAURANT
The area’s newest
restaurant, Cocina Aqui
Southwest Restaurant &
Tequila Bar opened in
August. Managing
Partner Louie Spetrini
brings world culinary
expertise to the beach,
with former Carlouel
Yacht Club Executive
Chef Paul Daubert in the kitchen. Open for lunch and
dinner daily, they feature savory Southwest fare, fresh
ingredients and hand-crafted margaritas with a full-service
indoor and outdoor bar/patio. Enjoy live music Friday and
Saturday evenings and happy hour 3-6 pm daily with
food and drink specials. Cocina Aqui is located at 17814
Gulf Blvd., Redington Shores (727) 317-4956.
_________________________________________________
IT’S A REAL DEAL! Dinner at Marlin Darlins for $12.50
is a real deal! From 4 to 5:30pm, get an entrée, fresh
bread, salad (or lobster bisque) and your favorite dessert.
All for just $12.50. This offer is for a limited time only.
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ONE OF THE CITY’S FIRST GAS
STATIONS...GONE

by Bob Griffin
Ever since I
moved to Indian
Rocks Beach, 23
years ago, there
has been an
abandoned gas
station in the
300 block of
Gulf Blvd, south
of the CVS store. It was recently torn down to make way for
a new strip center. I have always wondered about that old
gas station, so I did some digging.
Gaddy Phillips and wife Aline, opened the station as Phillips
Standard Service Station in 1945, at the end of World War
II. They both worked there and provided gas, car service,
and air to fill inner-tubes and rafts for the beach. In
addition, the Phillips bought the property now known as
Chic-A-Si Park where they built a house and 4 rental
cottages. There, they raised their two children, Judy and
Gerry.
In 1951, the Phillips sold the gas station to Harold
Thompson. Phillips built a two-story building, where the
history museum now sits, and opened Phillips Plumbing
Company. The family moved upstairs.
“In the summer of 1951, I was in high school and lived at
the family’s Boathouse in the Narrows,” says longtime
resident Billy Bie. “I worked at the gas station after Harold
Thompson purchased it from Gaddy Phillips. I was his only
employee. It was my job to service the cars—filling tanks
with 25¢ per gallon gasoline. We did oil changes, grease
jobs, engine repairs, changed and fixed tires.”
“Later, when Thompson purchased a 600-gallon tanker
truck, I drove it to deliver heating oil to homes on the beach.
The cost of oil was 15¢ per gallon—delivered and pumped
into those elevated 55-gallon drums outside of each home.
When the tanker was empty, I drove over to McMullen Oil
Company in Clearwater to fill’er up,” Bie, who now lives on
20th Avenue, remembers.
Thompson’s Service Station was rebuilt with concrete about
1959. Harold added more service bays and even a car
wash. In the 1970-‘80s, it became Ray’s Standard Station
and Garage, when Ray Blackwood bought it. Blackwood
also owned much of the block, including a small restaurant
and house behind it, the grocery Breezes (now Los
Mexicanos). He lived across the street on the Gulf. When
Ray owned, the garage, it didn’t offer gas, only service. It
closed in the early 1990s.
It is now gone, making way for the next phase on Gulf Blvd.

MFA COOKBOOK

In observance of its 50th anniversary, the Museum of Fine
Arts (MFA), St. Petersburg and the Margaret Acheson Stuart
Society plan to publish Food + Art: Cooking around Tampa
Bay with the Museum of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg. The
keepsake cookbook, available in Fall 2015, features a
collection of 120 recipes from the Tampa Bay community.
Chapters include Starters, Drinks, Brunch, Soups, Pastas,
Salads, Pizza, Meats, Seafood, Vegetables and Sweets. The
beautiful book, worthy of the MFA’s aesthetic standards, will
also highlight selected works from its collections.
Pre-ordered the book for $35 + shipping/handling at
thestuartsociety.org/cookbookproject.
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WALKING TO CALIFORNIA

We have been running a series of
articles about Indian Rocks resident
Sam Leonard, who has been
walking to California. On August
16, we received this final update on
Sam’s trip.
My name is Sam Leonard and I
started to walk across the country
October 2014 with my dear friend
retired Honor Guard Marine Al
Blake for our charity Walk for
Rehabbing Vets Charity123, Inc.
My last day of walking was May 1, 2015, due to
ongoing medical reasons. I was just diagnosed with
stage 4 stomach cancer, and will not be able to
complete my walk. I made it about half way across the
country, basically from Indian Rocks Beach to the west
side of Houston, TX. My final destination was Venice
Beach, CA.
We are donating 100% of the contributions made to
Walk for Rehabbing Vets, minus banking and
processing fees in the following manner: 80% to the
SEMPER FI FUND and the remaining 20% to the
TRAVIS MANION FOUNDATION MISSION.
We are in discussions with several members of the
TRAVIS MANION FOUNDATION MISSION regarding
completing this great walk across the country for our
Rehabbing Veterans.
Please visit www.walkforrehabbingvets.com or our
Facebook pages Walk for Rehabbing Vets or Sam & Al
– Coast to Coast for more information.
If you have any questions or concerns please contact
my son, Rip Leonard at 727-480-9080 or email
ripleonard@gmail.com.
Best Regards, R. Samuel Leonard
Sam died, two days later. Three marines are going to
finish the walk in Sam’s honor, beginning Feb 2016.

LOCAL WRITER PUBLISHES BOOK

Clearwater Beach resident Richard Hillman recently
published the book, Tropical
Liason. Hillman, a world traveler,
was previously a resident of New
York, Maine, Scotland, Spain,
Brazil and Venezuela, before
moving here. “My wife and I used
to vacation here, but decided that
buying a condo here, in the
Regatta Beach Club, was more
economical,” says Hillman. “Part
of the reason we relocated from
NY was the winter of 2002. Say
no more.”
Tropical Liaison is the story of
Manny White Vidal, an expert of an oil-producing
Caribbean nation riddled with poverty, corruption and
demagoguery. It ultimately leads to Vidal’s search for
meaning in the midst of an international power struggle.
Hillman is working on the sequel, Finding Rafael. Parts of
Tropical Liason were written on Clearwater Beach.
Tropical Liason is available at Book Bank in Largo and
on-line through Amazon

Business News....
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BIRTHDAY
PARTY!
Mary
Mathys’
Rapunzel
Salon is
celebrating
their 15th
year. The
salon,
located next
to Keegan’s
Seafood
Restaurant at
1519 Gulf

Blvd., has four stylists, a nail area and two
massage/estetics rooms. Their 15th Anniversary event,
being held Saturday, September 12th from Noon to
4pm will include complimentary neck and shoulder
massages, skin analysis, hydrating hand treatments,
men’s hot towel relaxation station, express make-up
application, free samples, a gift basket raffle and 15%
off all retail products. Rapunzel’s is an Aveda Concept
Salon and Spa. For an appointment, call 517-7677.
_________________________________________________
UPCOMING SEMINARS Pure Life, a nearby med-spa
located in Largo, is offering a series of seminars on
wellness and skincare.
September 9: Dual Cool Sculpting, Demos 6 - 8pm
October 1: Open House (all day)
October 15: Cool Men’s Night, 5:30 - 8pm.
________________
A YEAR FULL
OF SWEETS
Sweet IRB
celebrates its first
anniversary this
month. Melissa
and Bill Dotson
opened the bakery
last in September.
Their wholesale,
custom cake and
catering bakery
services our area
and includes a
storefront with
traditional bakery
items and a full line of specialty coffee, espresso,
frappe’s, and smoothies. The store is open Friday,
Saturday and Sunday or whenever the hot pink
umbrellas are up. Watch for their Birthday Party,
September 19th. Find them at 311 Gulf Blvd. or visit
www.SweetIRB.com.
_________________________________________________
NEW YOGA STUDIO ZEN Healing Massage is
expanded their business, with the addition of a separate
Yoga Studio. The studio, also called ZEN Healing
Massage, is , in the same plaza, 1401 Gulf Blvd ste.11.
For more information, call Hope Wyant at 727-417-7349
or visit facebook.com/ZENHealingMassage.
_________________________________________________
WE WANT YOUR NEWS Are you moving, expanding or
planning an event at your business? We want to know. If
you have news or story suggestions, email them to
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 727-517-1997

More Business News....
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photo by Phil Hanna

WHATS NEXT?
Now that it has been
cleared, Steve Luper,
owner and
developer of the
property once home
to Tapas Restaurant,
has started to
release plans for the
land. The Gulf Blvd. property is between the CVS store
and Slyce Pizza. Luper plans to build a strip shopping
center with five stores, including a Beach Zone which he
will personally own. The other four stores will be smaller
and he has not started to lease the spaces yet. Plans
are awaiting the City’s final approval.
_________________________________________________
AWARDS For the second time in a month, ProVise has
been recognized as one of the largest independent
financial planning organizations in the United States.
Based on total assets under management, Financial
Advisor magazine ranked ProVise as the 182nd largest
Registered Investment Advisor in the country, 7th largest in
Florida, and largest on the West Coast of Florida. Last
month, Financial Times placed ProVise on its Top 300 list
of financial planning firms in the United States.
Founded in 1986, the financial planning and investment
management firm is located in Clearwater and New Port
Richey. They serve almost 1,000 clients in over 30 states.
According to the ranking, ProVise’s average client has
about $1.24 million invested with the firm, but they accept
clients with as little as $25,000.
_________________________________________________

WHEN WILL IT OPEN? The Holiday Inn Harbourside is
finishing up the two buildings that will add approximately
200 new rooms to the hotel. Construction was scheduled
be done by September, but with the recent record rains,
the contractor now hopes to finished in October. Then, the
hotel will still have a lot to do to get the rooms ready.
Their target opening is sometime between Thanksgiving
and Christmas. The Water Park will follow soon after.
_________________________________________________
THE REEL DEAL NEW OWNERS The 36' deep sea
charter boat, Reel Deal, based in Clearwater Beach’s
Municipal Marina, has proud new owners Captain Steve
and Heather Hunsucker. Capt. Steve, grew up on Indian
Rocks Beach, and has been mating and captaining fishing
charters out of Clearwater since 2007. The Reel Deal runs
half and full day deep sea private trips of 6 passengers or
less, catching everything from red and gag grouper,
spanish and king mackerel, hogfish, snapper, amberjack,
tuna, sharks, and more. Visit charterboatonline.com to
book a trip or call Steve at (727) 678-0118.
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HURRICANE ELENA - WHAT I REMEMBER 30 YEARS LATER

By Rick Walker
30 years ago, when
Hurricane Elena
impacted Pinellas
County, I was in my
fourth year as a
Firefighter in the
Indian Rocks Fire
District. Chief Larry
Ladd and his staff had a fairly
extensive hurricane plan developed
which we used to guide us through
that weekend.
At that time, public disaster planning
and education were very limited. FEMA
had only come into existence in the
1970s while Jimmy Carter was
President. The Federal Government was
just beginning to take disasters more
seriously by encouraging planning, but
efforts were in their infancy.
Though Elena caused
significant damage, it never
came ashore. Most damage
was along the coast and did
not disrupt a majority of
residents lives. It would not be
until 1992, when Hurricane
Andrew hit south Florida,
causing catastrophic damage
and severely impacting
residents, that hurricane
threats were taken seriously.
Even though, our Fire District
and County had plans for
hurricanes and disasters, they
exercised for the first time
during Elena. We didn’t
realize we would be planning
one of the largest peacetime
evacuations in U.S. history that
Labor Day weekend.
During Elena, the city of Indian Rocks
Beach set up a command center at
Yellow Banks Groves to protect their
trucks, and equipment from storm
surge damage, and so it would be
available for damage repair. At the
time, the city only had one large
flatbed truck; the other trucks were
small pick-ups, a couple of tractors
and several police cars.
The first I heard of Hurricane Elena
was on my car radio Friday afternoon
when the news mentioned the threat of
a hurricane. A few minute later, I
found a message from the fire station
on my answering machine telling me
come to work. Little did I know I would
be on duty until the following
Wednesday. Less than 8 hours later,
the County called for a Level B
Evacuation which included all the
barrier islands and the mainland west
of Hamlin Blvd.

The Fire Department set up a
command center at Harvest Temple
Church, behind the Village Inn. The
fire department’s families were
allowed to evacuate to the church, if
need be, so we would know our loved
ones were safe while we were working.
We moved some equipment to the
church, but kept units on the beach as
long as we could. The rest was stored
at our mainland fire station on 94th
Avenue. A rescue truck at the Indian
Rocks Beach Pier watched it as it
collapsed and reported it to our
command. Boards and pilings from
the pier created a lot of the damage
along the area as they washed ashore.
The Governor’s office and the County
officially announced the evacuation at
10pm; it was on the 11pm news. But,
since people may have gone to bed
and not seen the news, Fire and Police

Departments drove the streets using
public address systems and sirens to
announce the evacuation.
The Fire Department’s communication
was not nearly as good as it is today,
but each crew had hand-held portable
radios and mobile units in the trucks.
We were able to maintain
communication with our command
post and officials throughout the event.
All this was before the days of cell
phones, so communication in general
was a problem. People with HAMM
and Citizens band radios were a great
help getting messages out.
City public works departments were
busy monitoring the sewer systems. Lift
stations used electronic systems to
report problems with the underground
pumps. The alarms are normally
monitored at the fire station, causing
us to be concerned that a sewage
spills could be a health problem as
people returned home.

Schools were official shelter sites.
Seminole High School was designated
for our area, but is not now. School
were government controlled with food
already in their cafeterias. Even so,
shelters had limited time to prepare for
a midnight evacuation. Many were not
properly staffed and were short on
food during early stages. Churches
volunteered to help. Members were
encouraged to evacuate to their
church causing people to think Calvary
Episcopal and the Church of the Isles
were evacuation centers; they weren’t.
Since the major damage was due to
beach erosion, we were able keep
units in service throughout most of the
storm. Two wooden, stilt-houses
between 7th and 8th Avenues, on
Beach Trail collapsed early on. A large
number of beach front structures were
heavily damaged by erosion with their
decks and pool areas washed
away. At 192nd Avenue, in
Indian Shores, a five story
condo, called The Rose, had
serious foundation erosion and
there was concern it might
collapse.
The biggest problem during the
storm was security. Many
people who were told to
evacuate didn't; they were out
walking both during and after
the storm. An unexpected
problem resulted from large
propane tanks used by many
hotels and condos, along with
homes that use them to heat
their Gulf-front pools. As the
seawalls started to give way,
tanks floated away. The risk of gas
leak injury from the tanks was high.
Many condo generators were
operating also, increasing a risk of
electrocution.
Through Hurricane Elena post
evacuation research, we have a much
better understanding of the Psychology
of Evacuation. The county performed
studies and conducted polls asking
why people did or did not evacuate.
The information has been very helpful
in planning future events.
Elena did not create significant
damage in our county except along
the barrier Islands. Residents on the
mainland were minimally impacted
causing many to not take the next
hurricane threat seriously. Having seen
the damage a storm that never directly
came ashore can do, I hope they
choose to head the warnings.

Rick Walker, works for the Pinellas County
in the Office of Emergency Management.
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THE WONDERS OF MODERN
COSMETIC LASERS

By Stephanie Schlageter, Radiance Medspa
If the word “Lasers” makes you think of
scientists and light shows, it’s time to learn
more about the amazing applications these
optical amplification devices can also
provide in the world of cosmetic medical
skin care. Lasers have long been used in
medicine for a wide variety of applications.
Over the last decade, numerous highly
specialized Lasers specifically designed for use in
improving the health and appearance of the skin have
emerged and have quickly become the gold standard
for treating symptoms of aging of the skin on the face
and body. These specialized cosmetic Lasers work by
safely stimulating the body’s own natural healing
processes. Cosmetic Laser treatments have the ability to
regenerate skin damaged by sun, aging and the
environment, resulting in a natural looking, smooth and
even complexion. Furthermore, since different types of
Lasers have different capabilities and can target specific
skin issues, combining different types of Lasers in the
same treatment (referred to as combination therapy)
offers incredible, total skin rejuvenation.
One very popular type of treatment, called an Intense
Pulsed Light (or IPL) photofacial, delivers intense light
energy through the surface of the skin deep into the
dermis and deeper skin layers to target unwanted
redness, blood vessels and pigment. While the surface
skin remains intact, the intense light energy is absorbed
by the unwanted targets under the surface, essentially
destroying them so that they are naturally eliminated by
the body as waste. The result? No more visible redness,
brown spots, or broken blood vessels and no downtime.
After IPL, the skin looks significantly healthier and younger
with improved skin tone and texture.
Following an IPL treatment, there is little to no downtime
and, except for sun exposure, you can return to normal
activities immediately. The fall season is an ideal time to
get started because treatments are typically performed in
a series of four, one month apart, and you will need to
stay out of the sun between visits.
It’s time to think about Lasers in a whole new way.
Scientists might not yet have figured out time travel, but
with state-of-the-art cosmetic medical Laser treatments
like IPL, you can now take your skin back in time.

DEDICATION OF 9/11 MEMORIAL

By Marshall Eiss
The much anticipated dedication of Pinellas Suncoast Fire
& Rescue District’s (PSFRD) 9/11 Memorial is September
11 at 9:30 am in front of Station 27 at 304 1st Street. At
9:59 and 10:28am a bell will be rung in honor of the
victims of the twin tower’s collapse. Food from local
restaurants will be provided after the dedication
The Memorial includes symbols representing the Pentagon,
Shanksville, PA, firefighters, and World Trade Center
victims. “There are no inscriptions on the monument itself
as we want the symbolism to speak to the individuals who
view it,” stated Marshall Eiss, co-chairman of the project.
PSFRD Fire Inspector Robert Hill designed it and acted as the
Memorial’s general contractor. It was constructed with public
donations; no Fire District money was used.
The public is invited to attend the dedication.
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NEW PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS

It has taken a few years, but Sand
Key now has eight safer places to
cross Gulf Blvd., thanks in part, to
Arlene Musselwhite, former President
of the Sand Key Civic Association.
In May, sixteen lighted crosswalk
signs were installed at eight
designated places in Sand Key. They
are pedestrian activated warning
signs, meaning people have to push
the button for them to work. Cars are
required to stop when the lights are
blinking and people are in the
crosswalks.
They were paid for when the County received a $250,000
safety grant in March from FDOT covering the cost of the
lights. The City of Clearwater installed the new signs while
Pinellas County supplied the flashing lights.
“There has been a critical need for greater safety near
Gulf Blvd, for our citizens and our tourists,” said
Musselwhite. “I knew we needed to do more to make our
island safer for everyone.”
Similar devices have been installed in Clearwater Beach,
Belleair, Indian Shores, the Redingtons and cities to south.

CLEARWATER JAZZ HOLIDAY

Now in its 36th year, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday
continues its exciting collaboration with Ruth Eckerd Hall to
bring an amazing and diverse lineup of headline acts to
Clearwater in 2015 along with celebrating the 100th
Centennial Celebration of the City of Clearwater.
Presented in the 20-acre landscaped Coachman Park in
downtown Clearwater overlooking beautiful Clearwater
Harbor and the majestic Memorial Causeway Bridge, the
Jazz Holiday is four days and nights of some of the best
live performances in the world presented to the public.
One of the longest-running and best known jazz events in
the country, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday has presented in
concert multiple luminaries of our generation. Clearwater
Jazz Holiday Foundation, a 501c3 organization, has been
center-stage for numerous scholarship and educational
activities to benefit the music students of our communityfrom the blues-loving beginners to piano-playing protégés,
and everyone in between.
Tickets On-Sale NOW starting at $15 in advance.
Children 12 and under are FREE. Limited Reserved Seating
and VIP tickets are also available. For more information,
call the Clearwater Jazz Holiday office at (727) 461-5200,
or visit ClearwaterJazz.com or
facebook.com/ClearwaterJazz

BOATING SAFETY CLASSES

The Coast Guard Auxiliary in Clearwater is offering Safe
Boating Classes at Morton Plant Hospital in the CheekPowell Pavilion building. Unlike internet courses, the ABS
Class is taught by certified USCGAUX instructors who
can answer your questions and share their experiences.
Topics include: Boating Emergencies, Know Your Boat,
Getting Underway, Navigating, Operating Your Boat
Safely and Legal Requirements. Graduates receive a
Florida State Certification Card. All About Boat Safety
Course - $35, September 12-13 and October 10-11.
Other classes offered through out the year. For more
information, call 469-8895.
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ANOTHER ROUND OF
CITIZENS TAKE OUTS

LLOYDS OF LONDON FLOOD RETURNS

by Phil Wrobel, Florida Best Quote
In order to be rid of some of their surplus, Citizens has
announced another round of letting other carriers take
over their (YOUR) policies. This could be good, or bad,
depending on which carrier is wanting to take over your
policy. Citizen’s policy holders need to be aware that a
letter will arrive in the mail from the new carrier, usually in
a plain envelope. Some customers have thought it was just
a solicitation for insurance and threw it away only to find
out later that it was processed without their knowledge.
There are some carriers that have renewal rates that are
50% to 100% higher than your Citizens policy, this is not
something that you want to find out after it has happened!
Great news…there are options again! Lloyds of London is
offering flood polices for Pinellas County and on the
barrier islands again after closing us off last year because
so many polices were written. These flood policies offer up
to $500,000 coverage compared to the $250,000
maximum coverage on a FEMA policy. The Lloyds flood
product has very competitive rates, usually lower than
FEMA based policies for homes built 1975 and after that
are not elevated.

If you have any concerns or questions about your Citizens policy
or what you are currently paying for flood, contact Phil Wrobel
with Florida Best Quote Insurance, the most referred, consumer
driven agency! Call (727) 596-9999 and he will advise you on
how you can get the BEST coverage’s for the BEST prices!

FRIENDS OF THE DOG PARK

Submitted by Betsy Schoepf
Dogs and owners alike are enjoying the new grass at our
dog park. It replaces sand and dirt that was a problem for
a long time. If you stayed away because of the dirt, C'mon
Back! You'll love it. We are grateful to the City Commission
and City Manager for this much needed improvement. We
understand there are more improvements to come, so keep
your eye out.
Board Members and Commissioner Terry Hamilton-Wollin
took a field trip in June to visit the Southeastern Guide Dog
Facility in Palmetto, FL. This is a superb training facility for
breeding, training, and placing guide and service dogs with
a suitable human companion. See it at www.guidedogs.org.
Flyers with Sheriff and Animal Control phone numbers have
been posted in the park. Seldom, but occasionally they are
needed. Safety is a priority. We also posted informational
flyers reminding and informing all of the proper care of our
four-legged friends. A car, even with the windows open, can
be a tragedy for an unattended dog.
We will have a table at Octoberfest on October 10. We
hope to meet you there however, we will have to meet your
dog elsewhere, as dogs are not allowed. A crowded, hot
park is no place for our furry friends and we wish to abide
by Action2000's request to leave them at home in airconditioned comfort. We appreciate their generosity in
offering us a space at this event.
Join our newly formed 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Visit
our Facebook page, Friends of IRB Dog Park, print an
application and send it in. We want to get to know you and
and your dog(s) and involve both in upcoming activities.
The IRB dog park, is at the Nature Park between 9th and
10th Avenues. You email IRBdogpark@gmail.com.
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E&E STAKEOUT GRILL 30 YEARS
IN THE BLUFFS

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Owners Eugen Fuhrmann and Chef
Erwin Scheuringer opened E&E Stakeout
Grill in Belleair Bluffs’ Plaza 100 in 1985,
but the restaurant started with a different name; originally,
it was called Eugen’s Restaurant.
Fuhrmann got his restaurant start in Bermuda where he
owned The Lobster Pot Restaurant in Hamilton, Bermuda’s
capitol. Scheuringer was the restaurant’s chef.
In the mid-1970s, Fuhrmann moved to Florida and in
1978 he opened The Lobster Pot Restaurant in Redington
Shores. Scheuringer was the Chef there, too.
Fuhrmann and Scheuringer opened a second restaurant in
1985 inside a small space in The Plaza of Belleair Bluffs. It
was called Eugen’s Restaurant of Belleair Bluffs. Seven years
later, in 1992, the pair reopened Indian Rocks Beach’s La
Cave Restaurant as Guppy’s On The Beach. Scott Bebel
was brought in as the Sous Chef. Today, he is a partner.
In 1995, the restaurant was remodeled and opened with its
new southwestern theme and new name, E&E Stakeout
Grill. E&E was derived from the partners names, Eugen
and Chef Erwin – E & E. Since then, E&E Stakeout Grill
evolved into a seafood-oriented steakhouse. Four years
later, Fuhrmann sold The Lobster Pot and opened Mystic
Fish Seafood Grill in Palm Harbor. Bebell’s brother and
former Chef at the Lobster Pot, Chef Doug Bebell and

Chef Erwin Scheuringer in front of E&E Stakeout Grill

Eugen’s son Richard, are partners in Mystic Fish.
E&E Stakeout Grill’s menu features steaks, fresh seafood,
pork, lamb and a variety of pastas and salads. They are
also known for their inspired daily Chef Erwin Specials. E&E
Stakeout takes pride in serving the finest meals with special
detailed attention to service and presentation.
E&E Stakeout Grill has always been a special part of our
local community. In addition to donating gift certificates to
area charities, they are regularly support the local
charitable organizations, groups, and schools.
Learn more about E&E Stakeout today on their website,
www.3BestChefs.com. Find them in The Plaza Shopping
Center at 100 Indian Rocks Road, Belleair Bluffs.
Reservations are recommended by calling 585-6399 or
booking online and through Open Table.
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DR TY COMES TO COTI

by Bob Griffin, Publisher

The Church of the Isles
(COTI), one of Indian
Rocks Beach’s oldest
community churches (it
will be 63 years old in
December), has a new
permanent pastor, Dr.
Tyrone Sweeting.
Tyrone shortened to Ty,
was born and raised in
The Bahamas, living in
both Nassau and
Freeport. He was raised
Catholic, but joined the
United Church of Christ
family of churches where
he teaches. Dr Sweeting came to COTI in May from
Topeka, Kansas, where he led a church.
As many churches have, COTI has shown declining
membership. In the 1970s, the church membership was
about 400. Now it is down to a stable 100 or so.
“When I was interviewed by the local search committee,
they said theirs was a diversity of members-all straight,
white, and old,” Dr Sweeting chuckled. “I am used to
congreations with real diversity. The real question is,who
is not here, and why not? We would like everyone to
come experience our little Church Of The Isles,” Dr.
Sweeting adds.
“Everyone I have met at this church has been very warm
and welcoming and most of all supportive,” he adds.
“This church is involved in so many activities, I am sure
most people would be very surprised, if they knew.”
Besides their Sunday Service (at 10am), there is a Thrift
Store, Women’s Fellowship Group, Men’s Prayer
Breakfast, two other women’s groups, the hosting of
GreenFest each spring, AA and AL-Anon Groups, and a
Task Force on Human Trafficking. Recently one of their
groups purchased and served meals at Pinellas Hope.
COTI will host their Blessing of the Animals, on
Saturday, October 3rd at 10am.
Dr. Sweeting will be officially installed at a ceremony,
Sunday, October 25th, at 3pm. The installment will be
followed by a reception with refreshments. Members and
the community are invited to attend.
The Church of the Isles is located at 200 24th Avenue.
For more information, visit their web site at
www.ChurchOfTheIsles.org or call 595-1038. You can
email Dr. Sweeting at PastorTy@aol.com.

HERITAGE VILLAGE FALL EVENTS

BLACKPOT GOURMET - September 5 and October 3
Learn the fine art of Blackpot cooking at Heritage
Village, where you will learn to cook a variety of
delicious dishes during this three-hour experience.
Classes are limited to only ten people and cost $30.
Reservations are required at least two weeks prior. Call
582-2123 if you are interested.
36th COUNTRY JUBILEE - October 24, 10am to 4pm
There will be non-stop music performed by local groups
and more than 100 craft volunteers lining the walkway
in and around the park, plus the grand opening of the
McKay Creek Boat Shop! This is a good place to find
those unique Christmas gifts. This event is FREE.
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THE RED CROSS NEEDS YOU

Do you know what your American Red Cross does? I'll bet
you are nodding your head; you think you do. Everyone
thinks of the Red Cross as the big disaster people involved
with hurricanes, floods, and tornadoes, especially in Florida
where we get all three. It is what you see us do on television,
when there is a big crisis. We are at every major disaster
before the TV cameras and long after they are gone, helping
feed and shelter those who have lost everything. We give
hugs. We give hope. We help communities endure.
But the biggest disaster we respond to is not a tornado,
flood or hurricane. More than 90% of the disasters we
respond to are local home fires. Tampa Bay averages a
home fire every single night or about 350 per year. To the
family that loses everything, it's a big disaster and one of the
worst days of their life - and the Red Cross is there.
When a family loses their home and has no place to go, the
fire department calls the Red Cross 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. Red Cross volunteers respond immediately, having
committed to be on scene within 2 hours. They take care of
the family's needs by making sure they have a roof over their
heads that night, food & clothing and that the kids are ready
to go to school the next day. Nurses help replace medication
and eyeglasses and they even give a small toy to the child
who lost all of their belongings but still needs something soft
to cuddle. In the days and weeks that follow, trained Red
Cross volunteer caseworkers help the family on their road to
recovery, making sure they have access to community
resources. Unless you've suffered a house fire you probably
don't know that keeps Red Cross volunteers busy every day.
90% of the Red Cross’s work is done by volunteers. These
special people make a difference every day. Volunteers like
Lisa, who tells the story of a fire she responded to: “I was

called to the scene of a burning house at 8:30 one night.
The elderly lady who lived there left a space heater too close
to a curtain and her wood frame home went up in flames
quickly. She called 911 and ran out with nothing but her cat
and car keys; she was left with nothing. Nothing. When my
team arrived she was in the back of a police car shivering.
We wrapped her in a Red Cross blanket and hugged her
tight. Crying, she was able to give us her daughter’s phone
number but her daughter was in Ohio. It would take some
time for her to get to Tampa. We put her in a hotel for three
nights and helped with her immediate needs until her
daughter arrived. Staying in constant touch with her was
important. She needed our support. I could only imagine she
might have been my mother, or grandmother and how
grateful I would be for Red Cross volunteers. Her relief at
seeing us and knowing she would be safe was palpable. Her
hugs and thanks gave more back to us as volunteers than
we ever imagined. I love my work with the Red Cross.”
We have hundreds of wonderful volunteers like Lisa who
want to give back through the Red Cross, but we desperately
need more. In addition to responding to house fires we're
helping our community be prepared by installing smoke
alarms and teaching kids how to be ready for disasters. We
are deep in planning for hurricane season and we’re
training volunteers in logistics, sheltering, etc. Many volunteer
jobs are yet to be filled this season and we need your
passion for helping others to help make a difference.
Whether you have 20 hours a week or 2, won't you consider
joining our group of caring and compassionate people?
Learn about Red Cross volunteer opportunities, at our open
house on Thursdays from 11:30am-1:30pm at 3310 W.
Main St. Tampa or contact Margaret.brown@redcross.org.
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IRB ROTARY NEWS

“Service on the Rocks”

Submitted by Katrina Vargas
OCTOBER 17, 2015 – The Rotary Clubs of Seminole Lake
& Indian Rocks Beach will host the 4th Annual
ROCKTOBERFEST 2015 at Seminole City Park. Save the
date for what is planned to be a fun filled day of
entertainment including food, vendors, activities, and a
variety of LIVE Music!
Seminole City Park is located just off the intersection of Park
Blvd & 113th Street at 7464 Ridge Road in Seminole.
Tiered seating is available, plenty of shade and space to
bring your own chair. Admission is only $5 dollars!
Children 12 & under, FREE!
The music lineup includes three groups: DA Smith and Soul
Therapy, Stereo FM, and headlining is an Eagles tribute
band, The Alter Eagles. For more information, including
links to youtube video clips of the featured bands, visit
www.seminolelakerotary.org/rocktoberfest.
This community-wide music festival will be held on
Saturday, October 17, 2015 from 3pm-9pm. In addition to
hours of live music, enjoy food and beer or sodas,
playground fun for the kids, vendors (service/retail/craft),
activities and FUN!
Not only is this an incredible opportunity and entertainment
value, but proceeds go directly to the Rotary Clubs of
Seminole Lake & Indian Rocks Beach. Rotary
(www.rotary.org) is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) whose clubs are
comprised of volunteers in the community who organize
events such as this one to raise funds for local and
international service projects and charities.
FOOTBALL’S BIGGEST GAME RAFFLE This is the 50th
Anniversary of Football’s Biggest Game! The Rotary Club of
Indian Rocks Beach is offering tickets for $5 each or 5 for
$20 donation for a chance to win the Grand Prize - 2
Tickets to Football’s Biggest Game at Levi Stadium in Santa
Clara, CA along with 4 Nights Lodging and $1000 CASH!!
Second place takes home $1000 and 3rd place, $500.
Entrants are invited to attend the Grand Prize Party on
Sunday, December 13th, from 2:30-5:30pm at Slyce Pizza,
at 311 Gulf Blvd., Indian Rocks Beach. Winners will be
announced then, but do not need to be present to win.
Proceeds support the charitable work of the Rotary Club of
Indian Rocks Beach & Rotary International. For tickets, find
any Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach member or call
727-517-3435. You can also visit online at www.indianRocks-Rotary.org.

1ST SUPERHERO 5K, WALK AND STROLLER ROLL

Benefiting the Guardian ad Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay
at the War Veterans’ Memorial Park, 9600 Bay Pines Blvd, St. Pete

Make a difference in the life of an abused or neglected child today by participating in the
1st SuperHero 5K Run, Walk and Stroller Roll. This event will raise community awareness
for the 3,000 children in Pinellas and Pasco Counties who have been removed from their
homes by no fault of their own. Monies raised will make a difference in the lives of
children in foster care here in our local community.
The family friendly all-ages and abilities event will be held on Saturday, September 26, at War Veterans’ Memorial
Park, 9600 Bay Pines Boulevard, St. Petersburg. The race course includes on and off-road paths, extensive tree
canopies, relics honoring heroes of Pinellas County (fallen service members), and portions of the course will overlook
the beautiful Boca Ciega Bay. We will kick off at 7:30 a.m. with the 5K Run and will also have a 1 mile fun run for
children. All participants will receive a medal. Superhero costumes are encouraged – grab a group of friends or
colleagues and form a team to multiply the fun. Can't attend but want to help? We are still seeking sponsorships.
Contact: Amy Foster, Executive Director Guardian ad Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay, AmyF@galf6.org

Join us September 26, at 7 AM

-

Register today at www.HerotoaChild.org
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SIGNS ON THE BEACH
A Local Art Project

Leave nothing but
your foot prints.
Indian Rocks Beach
now has signs
saying just that
installed at all 28
beach accesses. The
project was truly a
local labor of love,
everyone involved is
an Indian Rocks
resident.
Resident and City
Local artist and Indian Rocks Beach
Manager, Gregg
resident Deborah Stagg
Mims had the idea
and pitched it to
Action 2000 (A2K) members Jo Nocera and Julie
Hoofnagle who meet with city representatives twice a year
to discuss new civic projects and ideas. A2K’s Board like the
idea and approved
it in October.
About the same
time, the City
learned of the
talents of resident
Deborah Stagg, an
artist and shop
owner, when she
made the Butterfly
Garden sign at City
Hall. Stagg owns
the eclectic Largo
shop Mermaid by
Signs under construction
Hand. She makes
furniture out of distressed and salvaged wood—tables,
cabinets, and other stuff. She also paints wooden signs, the
kind you hang over your
backyard bar or poolside. The
City asked Stagg if she would
paint the signs. She agreed
The city purchased the wood
and Public Works employee
(and resident) Bob Ashley
prepared them for lettering.
Then Stagg went to work,
painting the 140 signs needed
for all 28 locations. After they
were painted, the signs were
returned to Public Works for
installation.
Ashley, other city employees
and A2K volunteers installed
them on trees near the
beginning of each beach
access, facing east, so they
can read when approaching
the beach.
The signs cost $800 to make
and were paid for by
Action2000. Thank you to all
involved for adding art to our
public spaces and reminding
people to keep our beaches One of the 28 finished signs
clean!

