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St. Petersburg’s Million Dollar Pier

The “Million Dollar Pier” waterfront complex featured a beach, solarium, fishing pier and open-air ballroom
By Wayne Ayers,
Historian and
Author of St.
Petersburg: The
Sunshine City
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St. Petersburg was born and came of age during an
era when transportation was the key to
development. The city's rise to fame as a tourist
destination began with the rail and steamboat
connections that gave sun-starved snowbound
northerners access to the area's tropical wonders.
That great transportation link came about with the
completion of the railroad pier in 1888 near today's
Central Avenue. Soon, trains from Henry B. Plant's
rail line were arriving along with the Plant System's
steamboats, to be greeted by the town's 30
inhabitants. The Detroit Hotel opened that same
year, just steps away, with its 40 rooms readied for
the expected tourist boom. The pier's role in the
city's emergence and growth was established.
In the 1890s, a bathing pavilion and toboggan
slide were added to the pier, beginning its role as
an entertainment site. A competing pier, built by
D.F.S. Brantley in 1895, also featured a pavilion and
slide. The manager of the railroad pier bragged
his bathhouse offered patrons "a fresh water bath
after you take a dip in the briny blue."
Brantley's pier was torn down in 1906 and a larger
pier was constructed near the foot of Second
Avenue by F.A. Davis, who brought electric lighting
to St. Pete. The Electric Pier served as dock for
Davis's 500-passenger steamer, the Favorite.
The Electric Pier's demise came in 1913 with the
construction of the Municipal Recreation Pier, the
first downtown pier devoted to pleasure. The

columned wooden structure known as The Spa
offered a bathhouse and solarium, along with a
sandy beach.
The hurricane of 1921 left the Spa in bad shape,
but the pier would be transformed by construction
of the city's prime waterfront tourist destination of
the next decades - the Million Dollar Pier.
Financed by a million dollar bond issue and
constructed for a total cost of $998,729.18, the
Million Dollar Pier was the crown jewel that
symbolized St. Petersburg's boom times. Some
10,000 people attended the official dedication on
Thanksgiving Day 1926.
For four decades, the Million Dollar Pier with its
massive Mediterranean Revival casino building at
the tip was the gathering place for downtown St.
Pete. Activities ranged from rooftop dances and
tourist card parties, to fishing and sightseeing.
The Pier's fortunes declined along with the city's in
the 1960s, and in 1967 the venerable structure
faced the wrecking ball.
Today's inverted pyramid municipal pier went up in
the early '70s and has undergone several
rejuvenations since. Though its profile is lowered
from its million dollar ancestor, the
Pier still draws crowds of residents
and tourists each year to sample
its waterfront delights.

Find more stories like this in St. P etersb urg : The Sunsh ine Ci ty,
Available at local gift shops and book stores.
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HERE IT IS!

OUR SECON D ST PETER SBUR G
DO WNTO WN N EWSLETTER.
We publish similar newsletters in
three other areas, Indian Rocks
Beach, Madeira Beach and Belleair.
We plan to publish this newsletter
four times a year, covering news and
events of the immediate downtown
area. We will monitor the status of
condo construction and plans for the
Rays relocation to Al Lang Field. We
will even share a little history of
Downtown St Petersburg.
If you know of news or events or
represent one of the community
groups in the area, please contact
us. We want to cover your news.
This newsletter survives on local
advertising. Please tell your home
suppliers such as pool companies,
lawn care, electricians, etc about us.
You can read this newsletter online
www.StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com
Read our Indian Rocks Beach,
Belleair Area and Madeira Beach
Newsletters at BeachNewsletters.com

CITY NUMBERS
CITY HAL L . . . . . . . 8 93 -7 17 1
175 Fifth Street North
www.stpete.org
MAYOR OFFICE . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7201
MAYOR - Rick Baker CITY COUNCIL Herbert E. Polson • Jim Kennedy • Bill
Dudley • Leslie Curran • James Bennett,
Chair • Earnest Williams • Wengay "Newt"
Newton • Jeff Danner Vice Chair
CITY COUNCIL ADMIN. ASSIST 893-7117
Terri Lipsey Scott
INFORMATION . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7111
ENTERTAINMENT HOTLINE . . 892-5700
BUILDING PERMITS . . . . . . . . 893-7231
CITY CLERK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7448
CODES COMPLIANCE/ASSIST. 893-7373
LEISURE SERVICES. . . . . . . . . . 893-7207
MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY . . . . . 893-7268
PLANNING & ZONING . . . . . 893-7471
SANITATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7334
UTILITY ACCOUNTS . . . . . . . . 893-7341
EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
POLICE DEPARTMENT . . . . . . . 893-7780
FIRE DEPARTMENT . . . . . . . . . 893-7694
MAYOR’S TIP LINE . . . . . . . . . 892-5000
------------------------------------------------DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOC .
Marilyn Olsen, President . . . . . 898-8851
stpetedna.org
DOWNTOWN BUSINESS ASSN: 823-4394
Meeting: 3rd Wed of each month (8AM).
www.ST PETE DOWNTOWN BIZ.com
DOWNTOWN RESIDENTIAL CIVIC ASSOC
Emil Pavone
. . . . . . . . . . . . . 550-8500
ST. PETE OPTIMISTS . . . . . . . . 393-3597
First Friday Street Party
ROTARY OF ST PETERSBURG . 822.3277
Annette Kindler, Ex Sec. www.SPRotary.org
DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP . 821-5166
100 Second Ave, Suite 150
ST PETE COLLEGE . . . . . . . . . 341-4245
244 2nd Avenue North
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS ASSN
Barbara Hech 894-6020
ALBERT WHITTED APS. . . . . . 822-1532

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE . . . 821-4069
NORTHEAST EXCHANGE CLUB528-3828
NORTHEAST LITTLE LEAGUE. 526-9602
UNIVERSITY SOUTH FLORIDA 873-4873
------------------------------------------------PINELLAS COUNTY INFO . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377
Ken Welch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3614
STATE:
Senator Charlie Justice . . . 727-217-7970
Republican, District 13
8601 4th St. N., Ste 100 St Pete 33702
Charlie.Justic.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Bill Heller . . . . . 522-2575
Democrat, District 52
535 Central Avenue, M-1,
St. Petersburg
Bill.Heller@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Charlie Crist . . . 850-488-4441
Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Mel Martinez . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Martinez.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, FL 33772
www.house.gov/young
-------------------------------------------------

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

FL. HOLOCAST MUSEUM . . . . 820-0100
FL. INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM 341-7900
GREAT EXPLORATIONS . . . . . 821-8992
MAHAFFEY THEATER. . . . . . . . 892-5798
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS . .
896-2667
MUSEUM OF HISTORY . . . . . . 894-1052
PALADIUM THEATRE . . . . . . . 822-3590
SALVADOR DALI MUSEUM
823-3767
ST PETE PIER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 821-6443
STATE THEATRE . . . . . . . . . . . 895-3045
SUNKEN GARDENS . . . . . . . . 551-3100
THE ARTS CENTER . . . . . . . . . 822-7872
THE COLISEUM . . . . . . . . . . . . 892-5202
TAMPA BAY RAYS . . . . . . 800-FAN-RAYS
TROPICANA FIELD . . . . . . . . . 825-3137

2008 CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS
JUNE:
Hurricane Season Begins
1
Last Day Public School
2
SPC Fall Registration begins
4
Home Show at Tropicana Dome 6-8
First Friday Street Festival
14
Flag Day
14
Gallery Walk
14
Tampa Bay Caribbean Carnival 14-15
Father’s Day (Sunday)
15
Summer Begins
20
Betrayal Closes at American Stage 22
St Pete Pride / Parade
28
JULY
Independence Day (Friday)
First Friday Street Festival

4
4

SPC Summer Info Fest
10
35th Anniversary Sunrise Sale
17
Souvenir Opens at American Stage 18
AUGUST:
First Friday Street Festival
5
Trim Notices Mailed
11
Old Salt Loop Fishing Tournament 13-17
Public School Begins
19
County Election (Primary)
26
SEPTEMBER:
Labor Day (Monday)
1
First Friday Street Festival
5
Bucs First Real Game (Sunday)
7
Grandparents Day (Sunday)
7
Patriot Day (US)
11
Folk Fest
27-28
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HURRICANE SEASON 2008
Please be pr epar ed

By Mayor Rick Baker
June 1 marks the start of the 2008
hurricane season. This year,
forecasters are predicting a busier
than average Atlantic hurricane
season, with 15 named storms, and
at least four major hurricanes.
Despite the relatively quiet past three
seasons, it is hard to forget 2004.
We must not allow ourselves to be
complacent, and we must be
prepared.
Residents will receive a hurricane kit in their June utility
bills. If you did not receive one, or need additional
copies, the same information is housed online at
www.stpete.org/hurricane, or copies are available at any
city library.
The most important thing for residents and business
owners in St. Petersburg is to have a plan. Do you know
your evacuation level? Do you know where you will
evacuate if forced to leave your home? What about your
pets, as pets are not allowed in most public shelters? Do
you have special needs or a medical condition that
requires assistance? If so, have you made prior
arrangements with the evacuation assistance program?
What about your neighbors? Have they made their plans,
or do they have special needs that require prior

planning? Do you have enough provisions on hand to
sustain yourselves for at least a week with no electricity or
water?
If you own a business in St. Petersburg, you have an
added responsibility to secure your property, safeguard
your employees and prepare to reopen as soon as
possible after the storm has passed. Our local businesses
and their ability to reopen quickly will play a major role
in the city's successful recovery after a major storm
emergency. Consider where your employees will
evacuate, to ensure that they will they be in a position to
return to work quickly.
As we progress through this year's hurricane season, the
city continues to review its hurricane plans and monitor
climate conditions throughout the Atlantic. In the event of
an upcoming emergency, the latest city information will
be available at www.stpete.org, or on the city's
government access channel (35 broadcast, 15 Knology
or 615 Bright House). The city may also employ the use
of a system we have in place to call your home. If that
occurs and you have caller ID, the call will appear as
"615-514-0815" or in some cases as the "DCC Call
Center." If you receive this call, please answer and stay
on the line until you hear a greeting from me, followed
by important information for residents.
If a hurricane makes landfall in St. Petersburg, things will
not operate as normal. Recovering from a major
catastrophe like a hurricane requires us all to work
together. I am confident in St. Petersburg's disaster plan.
But it is a shared responsibility for residents and business
owners to also be prepared so that together we can
ensure a quick recovery from the storm.
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Did You Know...
A B EACH GARDE N
TOUR was hosted
by Indian Rocks
Beach’s Plein Aire
Cottage Artists when
24 members from
the St. Petersburg
Garden Club visited.
The beach front tour
included guest inns
810 Gulfside,
Colonial Court, and Sarah Seaside, along with two
private homes. Mayor RB Johnson detailed the beach renourishment plan along with the seaoat planting program
and dune preservation policies. The tour included lunch
at Guppy's on the Beach
___________________________________________________
M OR E PAR KING M ETERS It’s not free any more. New
two and three hour parking meters are currently being
installed on Bayshore, Beach Drive and along the access
to the Pier. Hopefully this will help the parking problems
in those areas caused by people and employees leaving
their cars for very long periods of time.
___________________________________________________
TH E PI ER H AS SU ND AY AFTER NO O N MUSI C F EST on
the Water from 1-4PM through August. Live bands
perform in the Courtyard by the water. Their website
has details of bands www.stpetepier.com.
_________________________________
"A WO RKOUT" for St. Jude's
Children's Research Hospital at City
Gym, raised over $2500.00. Plus,
they had a great time working out
while counting all the reps, jumps
and pounds. It added up to a lot of
sweaty and aching muscles, but it
was all worth it. Thanks to Fresh n
Go for the delicious food, Tammi
Wright from Camp Muscle, Viv and
Randy Rawson for their creative ideas and time and
Trainers Andre Hudson, Damon Reio, and Ed Lorenzo for
their donated training time. This event was held in honor
of our local little warrior, Camille Rawson, who passed
away in January from cancer.
___________________________________________________
DO WNTO WN TRAI L Finally the Pinellas Trail has
reached Downtown St Petersburg. The trail has been
added to the roadway running along the south edge of
1st Ave. S., and will soon end at Bayshore near Demen’s
Landing. An official ribbon cutting is planned for late
June or early July. The City did the work and
Congressman Bill Young
arranged for the money
_________________________
DO YO U LI KE TO DANCE?
Do you want to learn?
NOVA 535 at 535 9th St. N.
is hosting Swing Nights on
the second and fourth
Mondays each month. Big
Band, Rockabilly, 40s
Rhythm & Blues, 50s Rock N
Roll, Jive and more. Dance
Lessons 7-8PM. Dancing 811. $7 Cover. Call 564-3087 for information
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THE TRADITI ON OF FUN,
ELI TE, CO MPETITI ON
continued at the St.
Anthony's Triathlon its 25th
anniversary with more than
4,000 athletes and 130
relay teams from 18 states
and 17 countries. This
year’s event was held the
last week-end in April.
Pictured here is New
Zealand native, Matt Reid, of Boulder Colo. who won by 18
seconds. This is his second year in a row as winner, and
came
one week after qualifying for the U.S. Olympic team.
___________________________________________________
DRINKS FOR DREA MS! Thursdays, Fish Tales Restaurant, in
association with the Children’s Dream Fund, has a Celebrity
Bartender in their Tiki Hut. Donations and proceeds from
their auction go directly to the Dream Fund. Some of the
bartenders include USF Coach Jim Leavitt, TV host Bill
Murphy, Sportscaster Al Keck and Mayor Rick Baker. Join
them for fun, music, food and to support a great cause.
___________________________________________________
SUMMER ARTS CAM P The Arts Center on Central Ave. is
offering a children’s Art Camp for of all ages 5-15. Learn to
draw, paint, sculpt and explore new media. There will be
weekly themes creating hands-on art experiences focusing
on the learning process as well as the final work of art. Call
822-7872 for more information. www.TheArtsCenter.org
___________________________________________________
VI AL OF LIFE Sponsored by The American Red Cross and
area hospitals this free program provides emergency
personnel, in your home, with your vital medical
information when you are unable to do so. It is especially
useful for those who live alone or have special medical
needs. The Vial is kept in the refrigerator on the top right
hand shelf in an empty prescription bottle with an
information card rolled up inside. A notice on the
refrigerator alerts EMS personnel it is inside. Call the Red
Cross, in St Pete at 898-3111, to get your own Vial of Life.
___________________________________________________
ST PETE COL LEGE / DO WNTO WN SUMMER INFO FEST
The Downtown Campus of St. Pete College holds their
Summer Info Fest, Thursday, July 10 from 3-6pm. Tour the
campus, meet advisors, and register for classes. There will
be food, free parking and live entertainment. The campus is
located at 244 2nd Ave North.
____________________________
CHRISTMAS I N JULY The
Downtown Business Association
sponsors its annual Summer
Sidewalk Sale July 17th. Plan to
shop from dawn to dusk.
Participating merchants will
have balloons on their doors
and
lowered prices inside.
____________________________
FREE FLI GH TS FOR KIDS! June
14 Albert Whitted Airport is
celebrating International Young
Eagles Day. Pilots are offering
free airplanes rides to introduce
young people to the art of flying and to give them a
meaningful experience. It is FREE from 10 am and 2 pm.
Kids must be between the ages of 8-17. Visit
www.AWAPS.org or call Terri at 822- 1532 for more info.
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Parkard’s Lounge & Gatsby’s Bar
at the Prohibition Club
TAKES YOU BACK TO THE ROARING ‘20s
NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

One of the most glamorous decades of the 20th century brought an
intense sense of style, adventure and decadence, which combined to
create an intoxicating lifestyle. Relive those days and experience one of
the country's newest world-class cocktail lounges, right here in downtown
St. Petersburg, The Parkard's Lounge and Gatsby Bar.
Located in Grayl's Hotel, the Prohibition Club has recreated the style and
ambiance of the roaring '20s. Immerse yourself in a time of flashy cars,
flashier characters, and
an appreciation for the finer things in life, all enriched by vibrant
music and dance.
The two different parlors of The Prohibition Club capture the
excitement and indomitable spirit of the time. The Packard's Lounge,
named for the classic car of the 1920s, has a sleekly curving bar
serving everything from quintessential 1920s drinks to modern fare
cocktails. This is a place perfect for every occasion, from entertaining a
new business associate to a couple's romantic evening.
When Prohibition outlawed the sale of alcoholic beverages in 1919,
speakeasies flourished. Grayl's Speakeasy is a plush, decadent yet
elegant environment where
the prosperity and thrill of
the most select speakeasies comes back to stunning life.
The Prohibition Club's collection of vintage automobiles is at your service
for private trips and organized outings. They have everything from horsedrawn carriages to 1920s luxurious limousines available for special events.
Located at the Grayl's Hotel on Beach Drive, The Prohibition Club has a
prestigious downtown location right in the center of everything. Grayl's is
an authentic, Spanish style 1922 hotel, which is listed on the National
Registry of Historic Places. The unique 1920's ambiance has been
carefully preserved to pay homage to this most exciting time in history.
Whatever the time of day, soak up the roaring 20's atmosphere and
forget the stress of modern life. Sit on one of their two covered verandas, overlooking the park, waterfront and
Beach Drive while you let yourself be transported back to an era full of hope, anticipation and excitement where
anything was possible. At the Packard's Lounge and Gatsby’s Bar, it still is!

the

Prohibition Deli & C afe
Open in g J uly 2008 - D ine In side o r out

Tue - Sat

H APP Y
H OU R
5 pm-7p m

Packard’s Lounge
& Gatsby’s Bar
Lo cated in t he H ist oric Gray l’s Ho tel
Open 6 Day s a wee k
Full B ars an d Tw o O utside Veran das
ww w .Pro hibitio nClub. co m
ww w. Gray lsHo tel. co m

A Destination for Romantics!

340 Beach Drive NE

on the waterfront, in downtown St. Petersburg ~ Open to the public, stop by for a visit ~ 727-896-1080
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2008 SESSION RECAP

By Representative Bill Heller, Dist 52
The 2008 session of the Florida
legislature is now history and it will be
remembered by the legislators as one
of the most difficult. Due to a
tremendous shortfall in revenues, the
state's budget needed to be
decreased from last year's $71 billion
to $66 billion. All budgets are a
matter of choices, but when one is
dealing with reductions the choices are not easy to make.
Once programs are reduced, or eliminated, there are
consequences - some serious. Although some strides were
made in the areas of insurance and property tax, it is
disturbing that Florida remains unstable in these areas.
The legislation passed this year will not achieve the rate
reductions that many of you, nor me, had in mind.
However, despite these shortcomings, there was a
considerable amount of noteworthy good achieved during
this legislative session. The legislature passed an autism
bill that represents a very positive step forward for Florida's
children and adults with autism and their families. While it
may not be everything many of us wanted, it is the first
step, I feel, in improving the lives of these citizens.
The FCAT remains a major area of concern for parents,
students, teachers, and school officials throughout the
state. This year the legislature passed a bill significantly
reducing the emphasis FCAT has on the grading of
secondary schools. The bill clearly indicates that there are
a variety of factors that enter into determining the quality
of a given school, and scores on a test like the FCAT are
only one of these factors. It is my hope that we can extend
this same progressive move downward next session and
include the middle and elementary schools as well.
I look forward to a strong session next year and
accomplishments that will strengthen the unstable markets
many Floridians still face. It is my honor and pleasure to
serve you and our community in the Florida House of
Representatives.

DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION HELPS SHAPE THE FUTURE

Marilyn Olsen, President Downtown Neighborhood Assoc.
The Downtown Neighborhood is a unique mix of culture,
government, business and residents who choose an active
lifestyle where they can easily walk to popular destinations.
One of our most celebrated features is our Waterfront Park
System which lies along the shores of Tampa Bay. Given to
the City in 1910, an early vision shows this entire area as
lush garden. Over the generations, the city has added The
Pier; baseball at Al Lang Field, the Yacht Club, the
Museums of History and Fine Art, and the Mahaffey
Theater. With related parking, approximately half of the
park has been developed.
This year we celebrated the addition of Albert Whitted Park,
the expansion of MFA and this fall, the groundbreaking for
the iconic Dali Museum. There has been intense
discussions about proposals for the future of Al Lang Field
with the end of spring training: a new stadium, a
permanent home for the Saturday Morning Market,
additional cultural options, a repurposing of the current
stadium, or open green space.
You have a unique opportunity. Voice your opinion and join
us in helping to shape the future.
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ART NEWS
SCULPTUREWALK ST. PETE,
,

a concept created by Lance
Rodgers, will place large outdoor
sculptures along the waterfront
from Vinoy Park South to the
Albert Whitted Airport including
the approach to the pier. They will
represent a variety of styles and
themes. This project is in the
beginning stages. And they are
looking for sponsors and artists.
Visit SculptureWalkStPete.com or
call Lance at 365-4662 for more
Lance Rodgers
information. Rodgers has a show
in progress at Salt Creek Artworks,
1600 4th St. S., called “Looking at Life, at Love, at
Pictures”. See it through June 21st.
FLORIDA CRAFTSMEN EXHIBIT The “Convergence
Exhibition” in progress through August 23rd. There will
be an event with a book signing on July 27. The
Gallery is located at 501 Central Avenue. Call 8217391 for more details or visit FloridaCraftsmen.net.
DALE CHIHULY ART MUSEUM St Petersburg and The
Arts Center are building a new museum featuring the
works of Dale Chihuly. Chihuly is expected to be in
town for the September 20th ground breaking. A Glass
Ball fundraising event is planned for November 15.
This black tie event will be held at the Sirata Beach
Resort in St Pete Beach.
GALLERY WALK Is held the second Saturday each
month. Many downtown art galleries stay open late for
this event, while some restaurants provide discounts.
The evening starts at dusk and continues until about
9pm. The Walks scheduled for this summer are June
14, July 12 and August 9. The free shuttle
transportation is no longer available.
Participating Galleries :
Art Space on Fifth St North
Central Gallery on Central
Craftsman House Gallery on Central
Creative Clay on Central
Croatian Naive Art Gallery on Beach Dr
Crystal Mirage Gallery on Second Ave NE
Finn Gallery on Fourth Ave NE
Florida Craftsmen Gallery on Central
Gas Plant Antiques on Central
Glass Canvas Gallery on Central
Museum of Fine Arts on Beach Drive NE
Nestor Haverly Gallery on 2nd St N
Salvador Dali Museum on Third St So
Shaprio’s at Baywalk
The Arts Center on Central Ave
Participating Restaurants:
Marchand’s Bar & Grill at the Vinoy
Moon Under Water on Beach Drive NE
Cafe Alma on Vinoy St So
Craftsman House on Central
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS is sponsoring the Marly
Music Society Concert Series. Visit www.fine-arts.org
June 15: Western Jazz Quartet
June 29: Jason Vieaux, Guitar
July 20: Adam Neiman, Piano
August 17: Maria Bachmann, Violin
August 24: Petronel Malan, Piano

Business Briefs...
GREEN FISH GALLERY opened in April at 146 Second
St. N. across from the Wachovia Bank Building. This new
downtown place to shop for art is run by owner Beth
Purcel. Many local artists display here. Check them out at
www.GreenFishGallery.net.
___________________________________________________
NEW SIDEWALKS were
installed at the Ponce de
Leon Hotel at Central and
1st Street. Installing
pavers around their hotel
and the Ceviche
Restaurant, really
improved the look of their
surroundings by. They did
this with their own money.
Check it out.
___________________________________________________
THE FLORIST ON CENTRAL is a new florist in the Snell
Arcade. They are located at 449 Central Avenue, 5539100, just around the corner from the Green Bench Florist
___________________________________________________
FED EX KINKOS is scheduled for a June 10th opening in
the Progress Energy Building at 3rd St. N. and 1st Ave.
They
provide copying, shipping and more.
__________________________________________________
A NEW HOTEL IS COMING to the corner of 9th St. and
5th Ave. South. The six story, urban-style, extended stay,
120 room hotel will cater to people needing to stay near
All Children’s Hospital or other downtown locations. The
$18 million project is scheduled to break ground the first
of June and be completed by mid-2009. Owner Menna
Development & Mgmt also owns and operates the
Radission
Hotel in the Carrillon Center.
___________________________________________________
RIGHT STEP DANCE STUDIO recently opened at 1128
Central Ave. in the room “in the back”. The studio is run
as a co-operative by many talented teachers who are also
professional dancers, singers and actors. They teach Tap,
Jazz, Ballet, Hip Hop, Social Dancing and more to the
young and not so young. Visiting dance choreographers,
instructors and dance companys will be utilizing the studio
for
workshops open to the public. Call 564-3087.
___________________________________________________
A NEW TUITION-FREE CHARTER SCHOOL will be
opening downtown in August called Imagine School St
Petersburg. It is located at 1950 1st Ave. N. They will offer
classes from Kindergarten to fifth grade and are a FREE
public charter school. Students will be required to wear
uniforms and the school will be held accountable to
parents and a local community board. Robert Connors is
the new director. Get more info at
www.ImagineSchools.com
or call 821-7100.
___________________________________________________
CLOSED Curves on 2nd Ave S. closed May 1st; the owner
retired.
___________________________________________________
CONDO REPORT, Ovation, the new condo at the corner
of Beach Drive and 2nd Ave. North is at 18 stories and
headed to 26. Signature Place on Beach and 1st Ave. S.
has topped out at 36 floors and is scheduled to open April
or May 2009. The Grand Bohemian Hotel & Residences,
at 1st Ave. N. and 2nd St, has not broken ground yet.
They
are still collecting reservations.
___________________________________________________
NEW 400 BEACH DRIVE STORES Coco Brazil and
Sebastian Coles opened in May. Coco Brazil is an
upscale men and women’s clothing store. Sebastian
Cole’s is an upscale women’s apparel store
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2008 LEGISLATIVE
SESSION

By Charlie Justice
Senator, 16th District
With the close of the 2008
Legislative Session, I would like to
thank all of you for your letters,
emails, phone calls and office visits.
It is because of you that I can
return home confident that I stood
up for your issues and represented
you with passion and deliberation.
One issue on everyone's mind is the 2008-2009 Budget. I
strongly opposed the final budget that was passed. While I
understand the difficult situation we are in, and the
unfortunate fiscal state we are operating under, I think that
the Legislature could have prioritized funds more
responsibly, and too many of Florida's most vulnerable
were left unaccounted for.
As with any family or citizen, when times are tough
financially, you find out what your priorities are. This year,
we found out the priorities of the Legislature, and I
disagreed. I hope that you can be proud that I did not
accept lower funding for healthcare and education, that I
opposed cuts to our criminal justice system, and that I
disagreed with the overall spending plan.
This is not to say that the 2008 Legislative Session was a
loss for the State of Florida. In fact, many meaningful
pieces of legislation, wise reforms, and beneficial funding
for good causes made this Session successful. Legislation
that would require insurance companies to cover children
with Autism passed unanimously through both houses, as
well as a measure to ensure funding for the Citizen's
Insurance Program passed. Furthermore, I supported
reforms to FCAT that would reduce its impact on schools'
overall grades; and I sponsored legislation for the My Safe
Florida Home Program that will add new standards to the
wind inspection program. Finally, the funding of such
important programs as Florida Forever and the reparations
for Alan Crotzer rightfully brought attention from the
budget to other very important issues.
I encourage you to continue contacting me throughout this
summer regarding issues that are important to you. I will
continue to listen to your phone calls, read your e-mails,
and work with you in order to positively serve our area. I
want to ensure that we share the same long term goals for
our community and our state. It is in these months that we
can lay the foundations to discuss issues and draft
legislation for the 2009 Legislative Session that will benefit
Florida
for decades to come.
__________________________________________________

POST OFFICE FOOD DRIVE
For the 16th year, postal carriers collected food for the
needy on May 10th. Over 350 carriers in St Petersburg
and southern Pinellas participated. They collected a
record 560,000 pounds (2 1/2 tons) of food in south
Pinellas, with about 200,000 of it coming from the
people of St Petersburg. Most of it was taken to the St
Pete Free Clinic on 3rd Avenue, who said the food will
only last about 2 months. The West Coast Florida Postal
Union branch, headquartered in the St. Petersburg area,
took top honors among the nearly 1,500 local branches
that conducted drives nationwide. They collected
1,717,218 pounds of donations. The Post Office, Free
Clinic and the hungry thank all those that donated.

ST PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWSLETTER

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS
EVERYONE'S RESPONSIBILITY

By Pinellas County Commissioner
Ken Welch
Hurricane season started June 1 and
that means preparation efforts must
once again take center stage in St.
Petersburg and across Pinellas County.
We in Pinellas County government are
proud of the important partnerships we have with cities,
including St. Petersburg. All governments, businesses, and
individuals have a responsibility to band together and
strengthen our ability to withstand and recover from any
hurricane that may head Pinellas County's way.
Our countywide mission is to make sure disaster
preparation and recovery plans are in place, up-to-date
and can be executed quickly to protect our community,
save lives, and aid recovery after a storm event or other
disaster. We operate the Emergency Operations Center in
Clearwater to manage and coordinate storm response
efforts. We also serve as the coordination point for any
federal disaster relief program that may be implemented
after a storm event. A large part of what we strive to do is
make sure you have all the information you need as the
hurricane season unfolds.
Please know that we are committed to doing our part at
the county level. Please take a few minutes today to think
about what you have to do. First, make a good hurricane
preparation plan for yourself, your business, your pets

and your family. If you have special needs or need help
with evacuating, make arrangements now. Make sure you
know your evacuation level. Decide now where you will
go during an evacuation. Start putting together your
disaster survival kit and organize important documents.
Get your home and yard in shape. Take a little time to
think about your neighbors and how you can help them.
Learn how you can participate in the Host Home Program
to help those looking for a safe haven during a storm.
To get you started on your preparation journey, St.
Petersburg government provides critical information for
residents on its website www.stpete.org/hurricane, and
they welcome your calls at (727) 893-7111 for specific
city information. From a Pinellas County perspective,
please visit www.pinellascounty.org/emergency for
hurricane information news, evacuation maps, shelter
information and more. You are also encouraged to call
our emergency management team at (727) 464-3800.
In June, we published our annual, information-packed
Surviving the Storm Hurricane Guide that is available at
numerous government locations and online. To sign up
for the free, award-winning Pinellas County Emergency
and Safety News electronic newsletter, go to
www.pinellascounty.org/emergency, where you'll also
receive current news, tips, educational opportunities and
emergency notifications. Working together, we can all
navigate safely through this hurricane season.
Surviving the Storm: It's Everyone's Responsibility.
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SALVADOR DALI MUSEUM’S
LOOK-ALIKE CONTEST

The Salvador Dali Museum
named the winners of it first
annual Double Takes look-alike
competition at a festival on
May 10, 2008. The ten oneminute entries in the video
portion were screened and
approximately 50 in-person
contestants paraded in front of
the enthusiastic crowd. More
than a straightforward lookL-R Pawalek, Sherman, Rizzuto
alike contest, the winners of the
competition “best epitomized the spirit of Dalí” – which,
like the master’s art itself, is open to broad interpretation.
The in-person competition was judged on-site by Sterling
Powell and the winners are: Third Place George
Sherman, Second Place Dana Rizzuto and First Place Jose
Luis Pawelek, co-owner of Gulfport restaurant Elements
Global Cuisine
Judged in advance by celebrity filmmaker John Waters,
the winners of the video portion of the contest are: Third
Place Michael Conway, Second Place Todd Ramquist and
First Place Pinellas Park artist Boo Ehrsam and her
filmmaker niece Carla Kaufman "The Allegorical Images
of the Nativity of Dali as Envisioned in His Mind's Eye and
Channeled by Artist Boo"
The winners receive bragging rights as Dali’s
doppelganger, plus a weekend getaway for two at a
Florida Celebrity Resort, a stay at the TradeWinds Resort
on St. Pete Beach, a family membership to the museum
and a $500 shopping spree at the museum's store.

REAL ESTATE NEWS

by Amy Seeks, Managing Broker, Smith & Associates Real Estate

The first half of 2008 is showing a clear trend towards a
more consistent buying/selling process. This means
sellers have adjusted to a place is pushing buyers to
action. This was further fueled by the lowering interest
rates. We have seen that the best priced, well located
homes are selling first and buyers are finding that if they
wait, some of the homes they were interested in have
sold and their selection is reduced.
The luxury market has been the least effected. Since
January of this year, with our participation, 16 homes
sold for over $2,000,000 and 28 homes sold for over
$1,000,000 in Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties.
I would suggest today's buyers get prequalified to
determine their best mortgage program, and start
evaluating their buying options by location, condition and
amenities. St Petersburg has such great offerings from
the most affordable price range to the luxury residences
that line our waterfront, providing the diversity that
makes our city thrive.
__________________________________________________

USF ADDITION

USF St. Petersburg starts construction this summer on a
new Science and Technology Building. This 35,000
square-foot building will serve as an environmentally
conscious answer to classroom and lab space needs.
With construction designed to meet the standards of
LEED certification, this $12 million facility will have
classrooms, and teaching labs and research labs.
Visit stpete.usf.edu. for more information about USF St.
Petersburg.

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!
Record keeping demonstrates hurricane activity is cyclical.
We appear to have recently ended a period of relative
inactivity that began in the 1960s.
In the last 135 years, 100 hurricanes and or tropical
storms have hit southwest Florida. Thirty were hurricanes.
Between 1851 and 2004, southwest Florida had thirty-six
direct hits. Twelve of them were a Category 3 or higher.
Of those twelve, ten occurred in September or October.
Beginning in 1954 hurricanes were given women's names.
The first named storm was Alice. In 1979, a permanent
six-year list of names was created alternating men and
women's names. That year two names, David and
Frederick, were major storms, and their names were
retired. If a hurricane has a major impact, any country
affected can request that the name be "retired". Retiring a
name actually means that it cannot be reused for at least
10 years. Presently, we have 67 retired names.
Today, we compares hurricanes by their Category. This
refers to the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale, developed in
1967. The Category rating is based on a hurricane's
intensity and estimates the potential property damage and
flooding expected during landfall. Wind speed is the
determining factor because storm surge is dependent on
the shape and height of the coastline. There is talk about
adding a Category 6. Here are the Category Ratings:
Category
Wind Speed
Expected Surge
1
74-95
4-5 Feet
2
96-110
6-8 Feet
3
111-130
9-12 Feet
4
131-155
13-18 Feet
5
155+
18 Feet
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Downtown
Events
June - August
On Going Events:
FIRST FRIDAY A Street party, Central Avenue at 1st
Street includes live bands, food, beer, and wine. First
Friday each month, 5:30-9:30PM. Proceeds go to
charity. It’s Fun and Free. June 6th, July 4th, August 1st
GALLERY WALK second Saturday each month. Most art
galleries stay open, plus you receive a discount at five
downtown restaurants. June 14, July 12 and August 9.
SATURDAY ART MARKET - Discontinued until October
SATURDAY MORNING MARKET Begins again
October 4th.
AWAPS PANCAKE BREAKFAST, Albert Whitted Airport
Preservation Society monthly breakfast 8:30-11:30am
www.AWAPS.org 822-1532 June 7, July 5, Aug 5
BAYWALK Live music every Friday and Saturday Nights.
See their web site at www.YourBayWalk.com.
FISH-FUL SATURDAY, The Pier Aquarium Noon to 2pm
PierAquarium.org 895-7437 June 7 & 21, July 5 & 19
FREE BOAT RIDE ELECTRIC MARINA Saturday and
Sunday the Electric Marina (at the Pier) offers a free spin
around Vinoy basin in one of its electric boats. Call 8982628 for reservations. www.ElectricMarina.com
AMERICAN STAGE Harold
Pinter’s Mystery BETRAYAL,
dealing with the "eternal
triangle"-wife, husband and the
wife's lover closes June 22. OffBroadway musical comedy
SOUVENIR, a portrait of real-life
musical laughingstock Florence
Foster Jenkins runs July 18
through Aug. 10.
MUSEUM OF HISTORY June
14th through November 28th
“The Treasures of NOAA’s ARK
EXHIBIT” by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration will be
featured. They will unveil historical artifacts from the
scientific agency whose work reaches from the bottom of
the sea to the surface of the sun. www.SPMOH.org.
RAYS BASEBALL now through September. See the
local
paper for games & times.
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Calendar:

June 4th TEA DANCE Coliseum - Dance and Enjoy
the music www.stpete.org/coliseum
June 6 - 8th HOME SHOW Tropicana Dome
June 8th MUSIC ON THE WATER,, Free! Enjoy music
in the Waterside Courtyard at the Pier 1-4pm 821-6443
June 8th ABBA THE MUSIC at the Mahaffey Theatre,

7pm $32 - $42 A group recreates the music of ABBA.
June 11th OLDIES BUT GOODIES DANCE, at The
Pier www.StPetePier.com 821-6443
June 13-17th ST PETE OPERA, “Mozart’s Don
Giovanni” at the Palladium Theater StPeteOpera.org
289-2960
June 14-15th TAMPA BAY CARIBBEAN CARNIVAL
Vinoy Park 10am-10pm, $10 www.TampaCarnival.com
June 14th YOUNG EAGLES DAY Albert Whitted
Airport,
10am-2pm www.AWAPS.org 822-1532
.
June 15th MUSIC ON THE WATER Free music in the
Pier’s Waterside Courtyard 1-4pm www.StPetePier.com
June 18th TEA DANCE at the Coliseum, Dance and
Enjoy the music www.STPETE.Org/ coliseum 892-5202
June 20th MUSIC WITH A BEAT The Latin Roots
Quintet Progress
Enjoy a Rays Game who is
Energy / Mahaffey
enjoying their best season yet!
Theatre 7:30pm
June 21st
JUNETEENTH
CANDLELIGHT
VIGIL Spa Beach
8pm JuneteenthPhoto by Belleair Images
StPete.org 743-6792
June 24th 97X BACKYARD BBQ, Vinoy Park An all
day rock event with family activities. 579-2026
June 27th GRAND CENTRAL STROLLL 5-9pm from
19th St to 31st St 328-7086
June 28th ST PETE PRIDE Promenade and Street
Festival Grand Central District 10am-4pm 388-9435
June 29th MUSIC ON THE WATER Free music in the
Pier’s Waterside Courtyard 1-4pm www.StPetePier.com
July 2-5th MISS FLORIDA PAGEANT MISS
OUTSTANDING TEEN FLORIDA Mahaffey Theatre
www.MissFlorida.org 892-5767
July 6th SHARE THE ROAD RIDE Northshore Pool,
10, 20, 40 & 60 mile Bike Rides promoting bike safety
7am www.Share The Road Ride.com 582-1910
July 17th SUMMER SIDEWALK SALE Participating
stores will have yellow banners and balloons, Sunrise to
Sunset Sponsored by the Downtown Business Assoc.
www.St Pete Downtown Biz.com
Aug 13-17th OLD SALT LOOP FISHING
TOURNAMENT Tampa Bay, Over 30 teams, Awards on
Spa Beach www.OldSaltFishing.com 497-1060
Aug 18- Sept 29th BAY AREA IDOL TALENT
SEARCH Many Bay Area Venues, Eight Auditions for
music and arts. 25 people final showcase 328-7086
Aug 22nd GRAND CENTRAL STROLL Grand
Central District from 19th St to 31st St 5-9pm 328-7086
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Restaurant News...
NEW BISTRO Chateau
France, an authentic French
styled restaurant, is celebrating
it’s 10th year in August. To
celebrate, they opened a new
lighter fair Bistro downstairs.
Located at 136 4th Avenue NE,
their 103 year old building
dates back to 1905. See their
new menus online at www.ChateauFranceOnline.com.
__________________________________________________
HELLO BEACH DRIVE SEAFOOD & TAP HOUSE,
GOOD BYE OOZE & SMOOZE, ! Steve Westphal,
owner of Parkshore Grill, plans to open another Beach
Drive restaurant at 5th Ave & Beach Drive, the location
previously announced as Ooze & Smooze. They plan to
feature organic produce and sustainable seafood from
around
the country. They plan to open in late 2008.
__________________________________________________
FINE ARTS MUSEUM CAFE OPENS! There is a new
Cafe open inside the north end of the museum.
__________________________________________________
FIVE GUYS BURGERS will be opening in the Progress
Energy Building on 3rd St. N. at 1st Ave. They have
become a phenomenon, winning 'Best Burger' awards in
most of their markets. They are even Zagat rated!
__________________________________________________
TWO NEW BY CHAPMAN - Craig Chapman opened
two new Central Avenue restaurants just blocks from each
other. Chappy’s Creole Soul opened at 247 Central Ave.,
formerly Redwoods. Grillside Central opened at 437
Central, formerly Tedesco’s Grillside. He has plans for a
third
restaurant on Beach Drive.
__________________________________________________
HAMMERHEAD ISLAND GRILL IS NOW OPEN! A
new downtown tropical island restaurant opened in April.
Located where Julian’s was, Hammerhead Island Grill is
west of Baywalk at 256 2nd St. N. Owner Skip Combs
used
to operate Rattlefish in Tampa.
__________________________________________________
PARIS HILTON WAS AT
PUSH ULTRA LOUNGE
May 3, with boyfriend/DJ
Benji Madden of Good
Charlotte while he
performed a DJ set. She
danced behind him on stage
while he performed. They
both enjoyed the evening
and Push Ultra Lounge
_________________________
Photo by Luis Santana/x2photo.net
BEST BURGERS AROUND:: Margaret Guidicessi and
The Kitchen Restaurant & Deli were voted Number 1 in
Pinellas & Second overall by Creative Loafing readers.
Ironically, burgers are not even on their menu, but you
can ask for one. They are located at 409 Central Ave.
__________________________________________________
CLOSINGS::
Tedesco’s Grillside on Central Ave.
Redwoods, a 5 Diamond Restaurant, on Central Ave
Banbu at Baywalk (formerly DISH) closed to become a
new night club.
__________________________________________________
TASTINGS ON THE MARKET is for sa le! Tastings, A
Wine Experience, on 1st Avenue North, is a franchise.
The price is $400,000. Call 894-2255, if interested.

