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St. Petersburg’s Gulf Beach

The City of St. Petersburg has owned this portion of the beach on the Gulf of Mexico since the 1930s

The citizens of St. Petersburg have their own Gulf front
beach property.
It is a prime beach, super wide with soft, silvery sand.
There are amenities, like a covered pavilion with picnic
tables, and a cookout snack facility offering food and
beach gear.
For the residents of St. Petersburg, it is yours. To find your
beach, travel Central Avenue out of the city, across the
Treasure Island Causeway. Take a right and watch for a
low slung ’50s retro building in the midst of highrises.
That’s St. Petersburg Municipal Beach, in the middle of
Treasure Island, owned by the city of St. Pete since the
late 1930s.
How St. Petersburg managed to acquire 500 feet of Gulf
front land outside its own boundaries is a somewhat
complex tale dating back to the wheeling-dealing 1920s.
It was linked to a $1.75 million bond issue that would
allow construction of the Corey Causeway, Blind Pass and
John’s Pass bridges in 1927. Ironically, a Treasure Island
causeway was not part of the plan.
A group of developers, which included local movers and
shakers, badly wanted the bridges as a means of opening
access and development of the beaches. They faced the
formidable opposition of John N. Brown, president of the
St. Pete Chamber of Commerce. Brown opposed the

bridges because he didn’t believe the taxpayers should be
paying for “bridges to nowhere,” to sand islands that were
in his view of dubious benefit to the citizens.
The bond issue deal definitely needed to be sweetened with
something the citizens would want. How about a beach for
swimming, sunning and picnics that all could enjoy?
Historian Frank Hurley in his book Surf, Sand and
Postcard Sunsets describes how the developer group
agreed to donate 500 feet of Gulf property for use as a
municipal beach, if the bond issue passed. The offer met
Brown’s approval, and the voters gave theirs. However,
the property was not officially deeded to the city of St.
Petersburg until 1938.
Amenities on the property waited even longer. For the
following 15 years it sat, a barren strip of sand, rarely
noticed or used.
In the early ’50s, at the height of the postwar tourist
boom, the city of St. Petersburg rediscovered its beach.
“Municipal Beach Opens Today At Treasure Island,”
trumpeted a St. Pete Times article dated November 12,
1953. It describes $66,800 of improvements that resulted
in “a modern brick and masonry bathhouse equipped
with showers, lockers and concession stand” as well as
“picnic areas under a canopy” and parking for 140 cars.
By 1975, the growing expense of maintaining the
municipal beach prompted the city council to vote to
lease it back to Treasure Island… at $1 a year. That move
was quashed by deed restrictions on the property.
Today, Municipal Beach appears to be safely in the hands
of the residents of St. Petersburg, to remain, as a St. Pete
Times columnist put it in 1957, “a mecca for the average
guy who wants to get a little sun, sand and water.”
Story and photos by Wayne Ayers, area historian
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St. PeterSburg
Downtown newSletter
We are trying to include even more
of your news. People who live
downtown, plus the Snell Isle and
Old Northeast areas want to know
what is happening in their area.
That is why, if you have news or
events, please contact us.
This newsletter survives on local
advertising. Please tell your home
suppliers such as pool companies,
lawn care, electricians, etc about us.
If you are a resident of our mailing
area and advertise, you will receive
a discount.
We produce similar newsletters in
four other areas: Indian Rocks
Beach, Madeira Beach, Clearwater
Beach and Belleair. You can read
this newsletter and others online at
StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.
See You again in october!

CITy NuMBERS
citY Hall. . . 893-7171
175 Fifth Street North
www.stpete.org
MaYor office . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7201
MaYor - Bill Foster
citY council - Wengay "Newt" Newton Bill
Dudley • Herbert E. Polson, Vice Chair Jim
Kennedy • Karl Nurse • Jeff Danner Leslie
Curran, Chair • Steve Kornell
citY council aDMin. . . . . . . 893-7117
Terri Lipsey Scott
inforMation . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7111
builDing PerMitS . . . . . . . . 893-7231
buSineSS SuPPort line . . . 893-7000
citY clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7448
coDeS coMPliance/aSSiSt. 893-7373
entertainMent Hotline . . 892-5700
leiSure SerViceS. . . . . . . . . . 893-7207
Mirror lake librarY . . . . . 893-7268
Planning & Zoning . . . . . 893-7471
Sanitation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7334
utilitY accountS . . . . . . . . 893-7341
eMergencieS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
fire DePartMent . . . . . . . . . 893-7694
Police non-eMergencY. . . 893-7780
Police text MeSSage . . . . . 420-8891
Police tiP Voice line . . . . . 892-5000
------------------------------------------Downtown neigHborHooD aSSoc.
Marilyn Olsen, President . . . . . 898-8851
stpetedna.org
Downtown buSineSS aSSn: 823-4394
Meeting: 3rd Wed of each month (8AM).
Downtown reSiDentS ciVic aSSn
Emil Pavone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 550-8500
breakfaSt oPtiMiStS . . . . . 393-3597
First Friday Street Party
rotarY of St. PeterSburg . . . . 898.6744
Paula Adams, Ex Sec. SPRotary.org
Downtown PartnerSHiP . . . . 821-5166
100 Second Ave., Suite 150
gwfc St Pete woManS’S club 822-4982
100 Second Ave., Suite 150
council of neigHborHooDS aSSn
Barbara Hech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 894-6020
nortHeaSt little league. 526-9602
Snell iSle HoMeowerS
Barbara Heck, President . . . . . . . 894-6020

olD nortHeaSt HoMeownerS
Mary Alice Lange President. . . 823-5401
albert wHitteD awaPS . . . 822-1532
cHaMber of coMMerce . . . 821-4069
nortHeaSt excHange club528-3828
uniVerSitY SoutH floriDa 873-4873
St. Pete college . . . . . . . . . 341-4249
------------------------------------------PinellaS countY info . . . . 464-3000
coMMiSSion officeS . . . . . 464-3377
Ken Welch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3614
State:
Senator Jack Latvala . . . . 727-556-6500
Dist. 16 - 12425 28th St. N., Ste 102 St. Pete
latvala.jack.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Jeff Brandes 727-552-2573
Dist. 52 - 3637 4th St N. #101, St. Pete
Jeff.Brandes@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
floriDa uniteD StateS SenatorS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area uniteD StateS rePreSentatiVe:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St., Seminole, FL 33772
www.house.gov/young
-------------------------------------------

local attractionS

fl HolocauSt MuSeuM . . 820-0100
fl international MuSeuM 341-7904
floriDa orcHeStra. . . . . . . 892-3331
great exPlorationS . . . . . 821-8992
JannuS lanDing . . . . . . . .896-2276
MaHaffeY tHeater. . . . . . . .892-5798
MuniciPal Marina. . . . . . . 893-7329
MuSeuM of fine artS. . . . . 896-2667
MuSeuM of HiStorY . . . . . . 894-1052
PalaDiuM tHeatre . . . . . . . 822-3590
SalVaDor Dali MuSeuM. . . 823-3767
St. Pete Pier . . . . . . . . . . . . . 821-6443
St. PeterSburg oPera. . . . 823-2040
State tHeatre. . . . . . . . . . . 895-3045
StuDio @ 620. . . . . . . . . . . 895-6620
Sunken garDenS. . . . . . . . 551-3100
Morean artS center . . . . . 822-7872
tHe coliSeuM . . . . . . . . . . . . 892-5202
taMPa baY raYS . . . . . . 800-FAN-RAYS
troPicana fielD . . . . . . . . . 825-3137

The City of St Petersburg hosted the Miss Florida Pageant for the seventh time on July 9th
at Mahaffey Theater. Before the pageant, the contestants attended a Rays game, which
included a pre-game greeting in the rotunda. The winner Kristina Janolo, competing as
Miss Winter Park, is going to the Miss America Pageant in Las Vegas, January 2012.
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Did You Know...
big Max A
new piece of art
in South Straub
Park at the
corner of Beach
Drive and 2nd
Avenue South
didn’t just drop
from the sky, it
was relocated
from downtown
Tampa last
month. The big,
red, 33 feet by
65 feet sculpture
titled Big Max, is the creation of artist John Henry. The
art will stay in St Petersburg for 18 months and was
funded entirely with private donations.
___________________________________________________
trolleY HoP With gas prices reaching $4 per gallon,
kids can buy a pass and ride the bus or trolley for only
$35 all summer. Called Haul Pass, it is for kids 18 and
under and is valid through August 31st. Middle and high
school aged kids will need a school or PSTA issued
photo ID to buy the Pass. PSTA issued Youth cards may
be obtained free of charge at any PSTA customer service
center. Haul Passes are also available online at
www.PSTA.net or at any PSTA customer service center.
Call 540-1900 for more information.
___________________________________________________
SuMMertiMe Pet HaZarDS Protect your pet and keep
these toxic substances out of their reach this summer: Pool
Chemicals, Citronella, DEET-containing insect repellants,
Charcoal lighter fluids and Glow jewelry. All can make
your pet sick or even kill them.
___________________________________________________
free MuSeuM DaY Various museums, galleries, and
performing arts locations will offer free admission
Saturday, September 24th. Times and venues will vary
and not all facilities are participating. Known
participants include: Florida Holocaust Museum,
Museum of Fine Arts, the Dali Museum (Pinellas County
residents only) Morean Arts Center, Great Explorations
and
the Pier Aquarium. See StPete.org/ArtsAlive.
___________________________________________________
want to learn How to cook inDian fooD?
The owners of Green Chili Indian Bistro and Raga
Indian Cuisine, Naresh and Madhu are offering cooking
classes on Saturdays at noon. It cost $40 per person
and they supply all the ingredients. Call 898-2783 to
sign up. Green Chili Restaurant is located at 310
Central Avenue.
_________________________________________________
inDianS & HurricaneS A well told legend in our
area says after the Great Storm of 1848, an Indian
Princess buried a rock in the sand on the southern tip of
the Pinellas Peninsula, while offering a prayer to her
spirits and asking for a blessing to shield the area from
future hurricanes. The blessing was to stay in place as
long as the rock remained undisturbed. Has it worked?
More hurricanes have gone around Pinellas than have
hit it in the last 100 years. The last major hurricane to
make a direct hit on Pinellas was a Category 2 that hit
Tarpon Springs in October of 1921. Even if you believe,
in legends, you should still need to have a hurricane
plan in place - you just never know.
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canaDa triP Nearly 300 members of the Second
Time Arounders marching band have left this month for
a trip to Calgary to perform in the The Calgary
Stampede, The Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth. With
members from 18 to 85, the Second Time Arounders is
the country’s first all ages band. It was founded in 1983
by Bill Findeison and Herb Melleney. They are mostly
from Pinellas County and perform locally, nationally and
now internationally. The Stampede invited the Rounders
to perform in the annual parade, do a field show in the
Cagary arena and perform several concerts. Get more
information call 421-2344 or visit their web site at
SecondTimeArounders.org.
___________________________________________________
reMeMbering 9-11 The First Presbyterian Church of St
Petersburg will perform the free concert, In Remembrance,
Sunday September 11th at 4pm in their sanctuary. The
concert, commemorating the 10th Anniversary of
September 11th, 2001, will feature the Chacel Choir and
guest musicians, with Thomas Lippert conducting. The
church is located at 701 Beach Drive NE. Child care will be
available. Call 822-2031 for more information.
___________________________________________________
free fligHtS for kiDS The Experimental Aircraft
Association of St Petersburg is sponsoring a Young Eagles
Flight Rally at Albert Whitted Airport on Saturday,
September 17, at 10am. Children interested in flying can
take their first flight free and learn about flight
preparations. Last year over 500 children showed up. For
more details, visit AWAPS.org or www.YoungEagles.org or
call 822-1532.
___________________
___________________
recYcle bookS
Summertime is
phone book delivery
time. Thousands of
new phone books
will be delivered to
Pinellas County
residents’ doorsteps.
Please recycle old
phone books instead
of trashing them.
Each year, over 500
million telephone
books are distributed
nationwide, enough
to circle the earth four times! They are 100% recyclable!
Old phone books can be recycled into cereal boxes,
insulation,
paper towels or new phone books.
_________________________________________________
neeD anotHer newSletter? The UPS Store at 200
2nd Avenue S. or if you are in the Old Northeast area,
Mikey’s Market at 1535 4th Street N. has extra copies.
_________________________________________________
our next iSSue iS in october Read this issue, as
well as others, online at StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.
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Business Briefs...
kalaMaZoo
anniVerSarY The
Kalamazoo Olive company
at 449 Central Avenue
celebrated the end of their
first year last month. This
month is "Christmas in July!”
The entire store is decorated
in a Holiday theme. There
are HUGE closeouts and
specials on holiday items
with specials and giveaways.
Thursday, July 21st is their
Sunrise Sale, open at Sunrise
6:30am to 5pm, buy one get
one free on oil and vinegar
from 6.30am to 11am
(equal value or less) if wearing pajamas! Plus Free
Bloody Mary's all day! All Gourmet Rothchild Dips - buy
one get another for $1, 50% off all recycled glass items
and All Feridies Snacks just $2. Kalamazoo Olive
Company is at 449 Central Avenue, St Petersburg. Call
them at 258-4925 or see them online at
www.KalamazooOlive.com.
___________________________________________________
new walk-in clinic oPenS Doctors Express, a new
walk-in clinic, opened last month on 4th Street at 1530
4th Street N. Their emphasis is Urgent Care and no
appointment is necessary. They are open 7 days a week.
Call them at 821-8700.
_________________________
graYl Hotel SolD Dale
Grayl and his wife sold the
hotel and restaurant to
Chuck and Kelly Prather. The
new owners are changing
the name to the Birchwood
Inn. The hotel, built in 1924,
was purchased by the Grayl’s
for $750,000 in 1994 and
renovated. The Prather’s plan
to make a few more changes
and will open both hotel and
restaurant in the spring. They
plan to make the rooms
more boutique-like.
_________________________
Sweet treatS coMing Sweet Diva’s Chocolates, still
under construction, is coming soon to 400 Beach Drive,
Suite 175. This store promises to have everything made
from chocolate.
_________________________________________________
tHe gift box This one of a kind gift shop recently
opened in the 400 Beach Drive building. The store is
owned by interior designer Judy Bailey and custom picture
framer Linda Albrecht. Call them at 209-8300.
___________________________________________________
fiftH on fourtH Fifth Third Bank is opening a
branch at 2646 4th Street N. While it might look ready to
open, it may happen until later this year. They are waiting
for Federal approval.
___________________________________________________
new bank The new Community Bank at 158 Beach
Drive opened in May. They are located just south of
Cassis Restaurant. They recently purchased another bank
in Florida and have many positions to fill. Lora Caddy is
the new branch manager.
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More Business Briefs...
SolD The Historic
Kress Building at 475
Central Avenue was
recently sold. The
new owner wants a
restaurant to move
into the ground level,
6,500 square-foot
space. In its day, the
Kress Company in
operation from 1896
to 1981, was a
five-and-dime store
similar to Rexall or
Woolworths. Many cities have a similar Kress building in
their downtown. Our building was built in 1925. Buddy
Sauter, 421-3706, is the building’s agent.
___________________________________________________
faSHion Store Bella Moda a fine ladies clothing store
specializing in Brazilian fashions and custom made
jewelry is open at 30 Beach Drive NE, just north of
Central. The owner is Rita Papeckyte, 623-9981.
_____________________
tHank You MaMa
is a new organic baby
boutique open at 1511
Fourth Street N. Owned
by Jennifer CareyPrescott, the store
carries cloth diapers,
kits for making
homemade baby food,
100% organic cotton
clothes and other
natural items. It also
offers acupuncture, massage, yoga for moms and kids,
belly casting and educational seminars. Join them for
La Leche League meetings on the second Friday of each
month at 10am.
___________________________________________________
new gallerY C2 Fine Art, a new upscale gallery
located just around the corner from the Chihuly
Collection, was recently opened by Carrie Patterson and
Camden Mosesmann at 400 Beach Drive NE, Suite 161.
They feature works by international artists and plan to
have regular gallery shows. Their current show, through
August 27th, is Streamline. Visit C21FineArt.com.
_____________________
woMen’S faSHion
Drop, a new women’s
fashion store, opened
on 2012 4th Street N.
The store, owned by
Caroline Saunders, a
former resident of
Hawaii, features young
contemporary fashions. She stocks the works of some
Hawaiian designers, as well as handmade eclectic
jewelry. She also carries workout clothing.
___________________________________________________
cloSeD
DANIEL’S MENS WEAR, 400 Beach Drive NE
WEST MARINE, 1st Avenue N., relocated to Tyrone Area.
COCO BRAzIL, 400 Beach Drive, NE
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art newS

liVe artS on 600 block
Held the third Saturday of each month from 10am 6pm, features artists, live music and special store sales.
www.sixhundredblock.com.
tHe craftSMan HouSe
323-2787
2955 Central Avenue
Their 7th Annual Pot Roast is September 24th. Potters
from across the area donate their work, which is raffled
as it comes out of the kiln. The proceeds are donated to
Craft Emergency Relief Fund, which helps artists in times
of need. Buy a bowl and they will fill it with
complimentary pot roast. Buy a tumbler and they fill it
with iced tea or beer.
StuDio@620
895-6620
620 1st Avenue S., www.Studio620.org
The Studio is expanding the
coming season’s offerings with
extensive theatre productions, the
return of the Social Justice
Roundtable series, original art
exhibits and a blossoming dance
performance schedule. On June
18th, they celebrated their 7th
Birthday. The celebration reflected
The Studio’s diverse audience and
offered a variety of fun, food and
entertainment. Studio@620, a
nonprofit, member supported arts
venue is grateful for the support it has received, and
plans to pursue a new level of creativity and a
collaborative spirit with Downtown St Petersburg.

floriDa craftSMan gallerY
821-7391
501 Central Ave. www.craftsmanhousegallery.com
The current exhibition called Pattern/Play has five different
artist presenting works in this theme. Pattern, found in nature
and mathematics, uses pattern to explore man’s relationship
to nature, the relationship between east and west and the
inevitable passing of time. The exhibit opened July 15th and
runs through August 27th. Their big Craft Art 2011 is
scheduled for November 19-20 at their intersection on
Central Avenue.
MuSeuM of fine artS
896-2667
255 Beach Dr NE www.fine-arts.org
Save 50% on admission, between the 10am to Noon,
Monday through Friday through September 4.
The MFA hosts live concerts in the Marley Room. Tickets
cost $25 per person for adults, $15 for students.
Up coming concerts are:
July 24: Western Jazz Quartet
July 31: The Merling Trio with tom Knific on Bass.
August 14: Gary Schocker, Flute, & Jason Vieaux, Guitar
August 28, Frederick Moyer, Piano
cHiHulY collection
896-4527
400 Beach Drive www.MoreanArtsCenter.org/Chihuly
The Museum celebrated its first anniversary July 16-17.
Part of the celebration includes tax free shopping at their
Chihuly Collection store on Thursdays from 5 to 8pm. In
their first year, the museum has had over 140,000
visitors. They will be opening a cafe August 1st.
gallerY walk - eVeningS until 9PM
The second Saturday of each month, August 13,
September 10 and October 8th. Most downtown art
galleries stay open later on these nights.
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create cHange in our coMMunitY, one cHilD at a tiMe
By Christine Battista, ½ of a
Big Couple
When my husband and I
decided to search for
community service that we
could participate in together,
we thought what better way to
make a difference than by
mentoring? Passing by the Big Christine Battista, husband Dr.
Brothers Big Sisters office on Doug Spiker of the Bluffs
Animal Hospital and Garion.
West Bay frequently, we
decided to apply to become a “Big Couple”. Shortly after,
we were matched with our “Little”, whose name is Garion.
From the moment this adorable 8 year old boy got up to
shake our hands and show his handsome smile, we were
hooked.
Garion is now 10 and entering 4th grade next year. When
we first met, he was shy, with little confidence and having
difficulties in school. Two and a half years later, we can
hardly believe the transformation. He has tremendously
improved in reading and math, while his general interest in
learning has soared. At first he would talk about his video
games, while today he asks us about what he will do in his
future. He tries not to say “I can’t”, and his grammar is a
work in progress. One would think we have spent all of our
time together tutoring, but in reality we have only done
simple activities like play football, swim, go out to eat, train
a puppy, and cook dinner together. By mentoring through
Big Brothers Big Sisters, we have gone to Rays, Bucs, and
Lightning games, as well as numerous other free activities.
My husband and I grew up in the Bay area and had

“normal” childhoods, with supportive parents and always in
sports. We were taught strong morals and learned the value
of hard work. Our childhood experiences enabled us to be
prepared for college, graduate school, and to eventually
become productive adults. For a variety of reasons, many
kids do not have these opportunities. Two years ago, at the
age of 8, Garion did not know how to ride a bike or that
you shouldn’t put metal in the microwave. Many kids just
need the one-on-one attention of a conscientious adult to
teach fundamentals that so many of us take for granted.
Having a mentor enables kids to develop into responsible
adults. Think about how our community would change if
every able adult would mentor a child in need!
To change the life of a child does not take a lot of time, nor
does it have to cost any money. All you really need is a
willingness to listen and provide guidance. Mentoring can
take place in the grocery store, while taking the dog to the
park, or while planting flowers in the yard. There is even a
program to mentor in school an hour each week. Becoming
a “Big” has been the most enjoyable volunteer work and
definitely one of the most rewarding experiences for us.
Being in the Big Brothers Big Sisters program has opened
our eyes to the hardships that our local children face. To
think about what Garion would be like, or what he may be
doing without us in his life, is distressing. To think how many
kids like Garion are in our community, and that want to
find a mentor is heartbreaking. Please consider being a Big
Sister, Big Brother, Big Couple, or help in another capacity.
Hundreds of kids are waiting for a mentor in Pinellas. Visit
www.bbbspc.org or to become a Big, contact Christa at
727.518.8860 or christaw@bbbspc.org.
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Downtown
Events
July - October
ONgOINg EvENTS

aMerican Stage Barefoot In
The Park July 22 - August 14. The
Lady With All The Answers, staring
Carolyn Michel, September 30 October 16, (727) 823-PLAY
AmericanStage.org.
firSt friDaY of each month,
Central Avenue at 1st Street - live
bands, food, beer & wine, 5:309:30pm. Aug 5, Sept 2, Oct 7.
floriDa HolocauSt MuSeuM
Where the Past Meets the Future:
The Art of Fay Grajower - On view
through Wed., Sept. 28,
Carol Michel as Ann
FLHolocaustMuseum.org.
Landers in The Lady
book nook bY tHe baY, The With All The Answers
Pier Aquarium 10:30 -Noon the
first Saturday each month guest readers, fresh fish
theater and more; PierAquarium.org 895-7437.
St PeterSburg HiStorY MuSeuM Up coming Folk
Concerts Aug 20 - Kelly Green, 2pm, Sept 17 - Human
Condition, 2pm, Oct 15 - The Green Grass Boys, 2pm,
, www.SPMOH.org, 894-1052.
tea DanceS Coliseum first and third Wednesdays each
month. Dance instruction begins at 11:30am, taped
music at 12:30pm and live music 1-3:30pm. Cost is $7
for dancing and $10 dancing and instructions.
Sunken garDenS www.SunkenGardens.org
Yoga Tuesday & Thursday, 10am. $8/class or $28/month.
Hula Hoop Dancing Class, latest fitness craze allows
freedom of movement and a great workout. Tues & Wed
10am, $80/8 session.

wAlkINg TOuRS

gallerY walk second Saturday each month
May 14, June 11, July 9. Call 824-7802.
HiStoric Downtown different tour each Saturday,
10am-Noon. Meet at Central Ave. and 2nd St. 824-7802.
walking tour nortH bY olD nortH eaSt
10am to Noon, third Saturday, monthly, 824-7802.
weStwarD Ho to HiStoric kenwooD
The fourth Saturday, 10am-1pm. Tour on foot and
trolley. Meet at 2nd St. at Central. 824-7802.

July

21 - 37tH SunriSe Sale Begins at Sunrise 6:43am.
Look for the yellow flags and balloons, wear your
pajamas to get extra discounts and prizes,
www.StPeteDowntown.Biz.
31 - VanS warPeD tour 2011, Noon to 8pm,
Vinoy Park, www.VansWarpedTour.com.

AuguST

6 - Pancake breakfaSt, Albert Whitted Airport,
8:30-11:30pm, www.AWAPS.org, 822-1532.
7 - back to ScHool baSH, St. Pete Pier, 11am to
4pm, www.StPetePier.com.
27 - St Pete MuScle claSSic, Palladium Theater,
10am to 5pm, www.SPMuscleClassic.com.
27 - laSt williaMS Park Morning Market

SEPTEMBER
1 - in reMeMbrance, Free concert in Remembrance
of the 9-11 Anniversary, First Presbyterian Church, 4pm.
1-11 - DeatH of tHe MaiDen, Studio@620, 9pm
daily, www.Studio620.org.
3 - corVetteS at tHe Pier, The Pier, 11am to
4:30pm, www.StPetePier.com.
4 - Moon feStiVal, Music, Dance, Food, Raffle,
and Dragon Dance, Coliseum, 7am to Midnight,
www.StPete.org/Coliseum.
5 - labor DaY SalSa celebration, The Pier,
4:30pm to 9:30pm, www.StPetePier.com.
10 - aiDS walk St PeterSburg, North Shore Park
8am-Noon, www.AidsWalkStPetersburg.com, 523-2437.
10 - Young eagleS DaY, Albert Whitted Airport,
10am - 2pm, Free Rides for kids, AWAPS.org, 822-1532.
11 - we will not forget 9-11 uSo SHow, The
Pier, www.StPetePier.com.
17 - criMe PreVention 5k run anD faMilY
feStiVal, Campbell Park, 9am-3pm, www.PCUL.org
327-2081 x 114.
17 - SaVe tHe SHore, Coastal Clean Up, 10am,
Various Locations, 893-7441.
19 - Job fair, Coliseum 10am-3pm,
StPete.org/Coliseum, 893-8523.
24 - 9tH annual teen bbQ cook off, and
Yard Sale, Crescent Lake Park, 10am - 2pm, 893-7813.
24 - one SteP cloSer to tHe cure, 1 Mile and
5K Run/Walk, Albert Whitted Park, 8am,
www.CMOCF.org 863-381-2034.
24 - free MuSeuM DaY Various museums, galleries,
and performing arts locations open their doors for free.
Times and venues vary. www.StPete.org/ArtsAlive.
30-oct 2nD - folk feSt 2011 art and music
festival , Central Avenue between 11th and 13th Street.
9am-6pm, www.FolkFestStPete.org, 825-0515.

OCTOBER

1 - SuSan g koMen race for tHe cure, 10K,
5K, 1 Mile Runs, Vinoy Park, 7am,
www.KomenSuncoast.org, 823-0728.
1 - SaturDaY Morning Market, Opens Al Lang
Stadium Parking Lot, 9am to 2pm,
www.SaturdayMorningMarket.com.
1 - cHeMical collection eVent, Home Depot,
2070 Tyrone Blvd, 9am to 2pm.
7-9 - SunSHine citY antiQueS & collectableS
SHow, The Coliseum, www.StPete.org/Coliseum.
13—16 - clearwater JaZZ feStiVal, Coachman
Park / Clearwater, Jazz in the park, Free,
www.ClearwaterJazz.com.
15 - 21St annual 3k Pet walk, South Straub
Park, 8am-1pm, www.SPCATampaBay.org.
15 - coaSt clean uP keeP PinellaS
beautiful, Around downtown and the waterfront,
www.KeepPinellasBeautiful.com, 533-0402.
16 - taMPa baY briDal SHow, tHe coliSeuM,
www.StPete.org/Coliseum.
16 - 4tH annual Hot PePPer feStiVaL, Sunken
Gardens, www.SunkenGardens.org.
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Bar & Restaurant News...
aProPoS returnS Suzy
Johnson returns to the downtown
area with Apropos Restaurant, a
popular restaurant that was open in
the 1980s and ‘90s. It reopened on
4th Street N., in the former G’s
Rotisserie Grille site. Known for
their tarragon chicken salad and
tomato basil tarts, the menu is
classic American cuisine. They are
located
at 8 Fourth Street N.
_______________________________
JonnY’S MakeS four With the
addition of the new Jonny Reno’s Restaurant, the St Pete
Pier now boasts four sit down restaurants. The Columbia
Restaurant,
on the top floor, is still the largest.
___________________________________________________
c’eSt la Vie A new French tapas style restaurant is
opening in the 200 block of Beach Drive NE. Scheduled to
open in July, it is north of Bella Brava.
___________________________________________________
nola HaS new naMe The restaurant formerly known
as NOLA Cafe changed names to Anna Stella’s Cajun
Cafe. Ivan Ropov is still the owner, and other than the
name, there are few other changes. They are located at
300 Beach Drive, NE, just north of Parkshore Grill.
___________________________________________________
worlD of beer A new Happy Hour place will be open
downtown. World of Beer, a national franchise, is
constructing a restaurant in what was the Paddy Burkes
Irish Bar at 340 1st Avenue S. The owners are also talking
about buying the bank building to the east and opening a
pizza store. World of Beer has another location at 5226
4th Street N. They hope to open in the fall.
_________________
HooterS iS
Still coMing
The former Pepin’s
restaurant at 4125
4th Street N. is still
under construction,
with plans to open
in September or
October as a
Hooters.
_________________
fliP floPS for
kiDS St Petersburg Tropical Smoothie stores helped raise
over $10,000 in a National Flip Flop Day promotion. The
money sent 5 local families to Camp Sunshine in Casco,
Maine where children with life-threatening illnesses and
their families can vacation together for a week. The closest
Tropical Smoothie store, at 1201 4th Street, is owned by
Christina Noordstar.
___________________________________________________
beer garDen on beacH DriVe Jon La Buddie is
opening a beer garden at 240 Beach Drive called
Reno’s Beer Garden.
___________________________________________________
cloSeD:
BANYAN COFFEE AND TEA , 689 MLK St N
G’S ROTISSERIE GRILL, 8 4th Street
GRAYL’S HOTEL RESTAURANT, Beach Drive
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a life Saved
By Lt. Joel Granata. Deputy Fire Marshal/PIO
One of St. Petersburg’s highest honors, the Hats Off
Award, was presented to Lt. Terry Barber of St.
Petersburg Fire & Rescue for coming to the aid of an
individual suffering a heart attack. An award that
District Chief Michael Domante stated is given for
“going above and beyond” the call of duty.
Part of Lt. Barber’s job as a Deputy Fire Marshal is to
assist with construction meetings, in downtown St.
Petersburg, that assure the life safety code is addressed
during the building’s planning phase. In late July, Lt.
Barber was attending an afternoon meeting when
architect Larry Ladelfa suffered a heart attack and
stopped breathing. After quickly assessing the situation,
Lt. Barber determined the individual was in full cardiac
arrest. He began basic life support procedures
consisting of one person CPR and rescue breaths until
St. Petersburg Fire & Rescue paramedics arrived.
Division Chief Robert Bassett stated in a letter that Lt.
Barber, a 28-year veteran of the department,
demonstrated his commitment to the community and to
his profession in his extraordinary actions that summer
afternoon. All of the skills performed on scene prior to
Fire Department arrival were accomplished without any
medical equipment being readily available to Lt. Barber.
Lt. Barber's immediate action and professional response
ended in one of the greatest achievements, a life saved.
LaDelfa made a complete recovery and attended the
ceremony where Civitan Club President, Dr. Robert
Parker presented Lt. Barber with the Hats Off Award.

Pictured from L to R: Fire Chief James Large, Division
Chief Robert Bassett, Lt. Terry Barber, Larry LaDelfa and
Mayor Bill Foster.

Volunteer nurses needed
If you are you enthusiastic, friendly and optimistic, plus
you have a couple hours a week or a month to
volunteer, the St. Petersburg Free Clinic needs your help.
They offer free medical care to the medically
underserved adult population and needs volunteer RNs
and LPNs to assist their volunteer physicians and staff
ARNP. All you need is a giving heart and a current
license. Be that listening ear and helping hand to
someone in need. Go home feeling great, knowing you
have made a difference! Contact Angel Schumaker at
angel.schumaker@stpetersburgfreeclinic.org or by calling
(727) 821-1200, x114. The St. Petersburg Free Clinic is
located at 863 3rd Avenue North and provides
temporary assistance for families and individuals in
need of the basics of food, shelter, health care, limited
financial assistance and referral information.
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Policing bY bicYcle
by Reserve Officer W.T. Butler
It’s 5:30 in the afternoon; you are a business owner on
Central Avenue in downtown St. Petersburg who has just
spotted a suspicious person lurking around the parking
lot across the street. You can tell something is just not
right, so you do your civic duty and notify the police
department. As you stand there watching the subject walk
off, you hear the familiar horns beeping as the impatient
motorists vie for a spot in the usual five o’clock exodus
known as “Rush Hour.” You say to yourself, “I hope an
officer makes it here in time - the guy is getting away,”
but you know if the officer turns on to Central Avenue,
they will be in grid lock. “Can I help you Sir?” as you
turn, you are startled to see an officer on a bicycle that
seemed to materialize out of nowhere.
You explain to the officer why you called, giving a quick
description of the suspicious person which the officer
quickly relays over the police radio before taking off in
the direction the suspicious character was last seen. As
you walk back into your place of business, you may ask,
“Cops on bikes? Is that new?” The answer is, no. The St.
Petersburg Police Department has been utilizing the
bicycle as an alternate mode of patrol since the early
1990s. Bicycles are a proven tool for patrol and other
operations, which require officers to respond to
congested areas such as the above mentioned rush hour,
the exodus after baseball games, as well as other special
events, like First Friday or the Grand Prix. Bicycles are
used in major cities throughout the country to patrol in
the downtown areas where there may be limited mobility
due to the aforementioned events.

The bicycles are also
very cost effective
compared to the patrol
cars; in fact, it cost less
to fully equip ten
officers than it does to
purchase and equip
one marked police
cruiser for one year.
Another advantage to
the bicycle is an officer
can see, hear, and
smell things an officer
in a cruiser cannot, as
well as making the
officer more accessible
to the public. It is
much easier to talk
with an officer on a bicycle than it is to try and talk with
an officer in a car, especially downtown. If you ask law
violators, which officers they tend to look for more, they
will tell you, “It’s hard to see those bike cops coming. You
really gotta watch for ’em.”
Officer Butler has been a lead instructor for the
department’s bicycle program since its inception in 1991
spent a number of years patrolling by bicycle. Officer Butler
was the first School Resource Officer to utilize a bicycle on
school campuses. Although Officer Butler recently retired
after twenty-five years of service with the St. Petersburg
Police Department, he continues to serve the department
and community as a Reserve Police Officer. He plans to
continue instructing officers on how to police by bicycle as
well as doing some bike patrols himself. So when you see
him out there, be sure to say hello.
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Downtown Metro Market
SHowS MoVeMent
The downtown St. Petersburg condominium
marketplace, compared to most cities in
Florida, has been showing continuing strength in sales
in the first 6 months of 2011. The year-to-date building
by tower review of activity gives a snap shot of why it
has become a bit more difficult for buyers to find the
perfect condo:
• The Vinoy had 5 homes sold from from $675,000
up to $1,125,000 with 5 homes currently on the
market.
• Signature Place had 9 homes sold from $200,000
up to $575,000. Presently there are 2 active
listings of a building with 44 units.
• Parkshore Plaza had 8 units sold, from a city
home short sale at $285,000 to a desirable sized
unit at $1,199,000. The building presently has 4
homes available from $695,000 to $1,225,000.
• 400 Beach had 2 of their 3 bedroom, 3 bath units
sold this year- one at $676,000 and another at
$1,300,000. There are currently 3 condos
available ranging from $699,999 to $3,100,000.
According to Smith & Associates Real Estate
President/CEO, Robert Glaser, “The market is finding a
balance, which provides for prices to begin to see some
appreciation in value from one quarter to the next.” The
concerns created by appraisals and financing are
dissipating as sales follow current trends and history
of bulk or auctioned sales become a thing of the past.
In closing, Glaser also states “Downtown St. Petersburg is
a place the Bay area has fallen in love with, due to the
cultural renaissance that surrounds the city and continues
to captivate the attention of home buyers nationwide.”

#1...again

For the second year in a row, St Petersburg won the
top spot on AmericanStyle Magazine’s list of Top 25
Arts Destinations in mid-sized US cities category. St
Petersburg topped a list that included New Orleans,
Tampa, Miami and many others.
This is the 10th straight year St Petersburg has been
recognized for its vibrant arts community. The
significance of this ranking continues to grow. This
year’s arts offerings in St Petersburg expanded to
include the Dale Chihuly Collection on Beach Drive
with over 100,000 visitors in its first year and the
amazing new home of the Salvador Dali Museum. St.
Petersburg is now home to six world class museums,
including the Museum of Fine Arts.
Topping the list in the large city category are New
York, Chicago and Washington DC.
AmericanStyle Magazine is the nation’s premier arts
magazine for art, collectors, and cultural travelers,
featuring information about American contemporary
art, artists, galleries, travel and tourism
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Organizational News...
Downtown neigHborHooD aSSociation-Dna
Network with
neighbors at their
monthly meeting
Porch Parties, $10
for members; $15
for non-members
It includes 2
glasses of beer or
wine plus
appetizers.
August 10, 6-8pm
at St Brasserie
Restaurant,
539 Central
Avenue.
September 14, 6-8pm at Sage Condominiums, 400 4th
Avenue South at 4th Street, Catered by Moscato’s Bella
Cucina, Speaker yet to be announced
The DNA represents residents and homeowners in the
area between MLK Blvd. to the waterfront. Membership is
$15 a year and includes a quarterly newsletter. Call
Marilyn Olsen at 898-8851 or visit www.StPeteDNA.org.
olD nortHeaSt HoMeownerS aSSociation
Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at
the West Minster Presbyterian Church, 126 11th Avenue
NE at 7pm with specially featured topics or events. Next
meetings are July 18, August 15 and September 19. Get
more information at www.HONNA.org or call 269-5521
for events. Mary Alice Lange, the President may be
reached at 823-5401.
Snell iSle HoMeownerS aSSociation
The Snell Isle HOA meets at the Women’s Club, 40 Snell
Isle Blvd NE. Meetings are at 7pm, the second Thursday
of each month. Refreshments prior at 6:30pm. There are
no July and August meetings, the next meeting is
September 8th. Their annual OktoberFest is scheduled for
October 13th with authentic food, drinks and prizes. You
can come in your halloween costume or dressed in
German attire. There will be many prize drawings. Their
big garage sale, billed as the ‘Largest Residential Garage
Sale in the City will be in mid-October. Contact Barbara
Heck, President at 894-6020.
St PeterSburg woMan’S club
After their summer hiatus, they will be holding their Fall
Opening Tea Friday, September 9th at 1pm. There is no
charge and guests are welcome, however reservations
are requested, 522-2742 or 823-2088. There are future
plans for Oktoberfest, an Arts & Crafts Show in
December and the Cat In The Hat Breakfast. Get more
information on their web site below. The St Petersburg
Woman’s Club has been operating for over 80 years and
is located on Coffee Pot Bayou, 40 Snell Isle Blvd NE. For
more information on the St Petersburg Woman’s Club,
call Joanne Walker at 822-4982 or see
StPetersburgWomansClub.org.
St PeterSburg PreSerVation SocietY
They are working to save Endangered Landmarks, right
now at the top of their list is the Blocker House (1905),
now known as the Mansion by the Bay. Get more
information at StPetePreservation.org or call 824-7802.
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tollS anD treaSure on
tHe gulf beacHeS
Nevin Sitler, St. Petersburg Museum of History's Director of
Education and Outreach
With summer well upon us, trips to Pinellas County’s
world renowned beaches are a must. For many residents
and visitors, the trip is an uneventful drive westward and
usually involves crossing a bridge or two. A century ago,
however, beach bound visitors had few options other
than rowing a boat from the western shores of St.
Petersburg to the barrier islands.
Although the Pinellas barrier islands have a long, rich
history of settlers, “real development,” wrote Karl Grismer
in The Story of St. Petersburg “began with the completion
of the bridge.” We can thank one man, William McAdoo,
for bridging the gap and making the beaches more
accessible.
As that “great and noble experiment” of Prohibition was
finding its way to Pinellas County in the early years of the
twentieth century, bridging the barrier islands to the
mainland topped civic leaders and developers’ agenda.
Owner of five hundred acres on the northern portion of
Long Key, William McAdoo hired St. Petersburg’s
Municipal Pier contractor to span Boca Ciega Bay and
connect the island to mainland St. Petersburg Beach.
Running two lanes from the western shore of St.
Petersburg, at Villa Grande Avenue, motorists on
McAdoo’s bridge would disembark at today’s EightySeventh Avenue on Long Key. The wood slatted, rickety
construction, toll and all, connected St. Petersburg to
McAdoo’s new project, St. Petersburg Beach. Despite
complaints that “he charged a toll and operated at his
whim,” said Jari Mogavero, site coordinator of the Gulf

Beaches Historical Museum in Pass-A-Grille, McAdoo’s
bridge was a great achievement for local tourism and the
barrier island bound.
While the bridge lasted nearly a decade, McAdoo’s land
holdings on Long Key were entrenched in legal issues
and greed for many years. Regardless of his business
prowess, McAdoo and his teeth-rattling bridge drew
attention to St. Petersburg and helped establish its gulf
beaches.
One entertaining tale of William McAdoo’s attempt at
selling his grand plan of a seaside attraction on the small
island deals with boom time antics and buried treasure.
Bordering McAdoo’s property sat another small barrier
island to the north. With the help of a few accomplices
and a sturdy wagon, McAdoo had devised a devious
plan to make headlines for his beach assets. In the
stealth of night, McAdoo buried a large wooden chest
loaded with lead weights near water’s edge.
The following morning, ensuring that several tourists were
in view to witness the “discovery,” McAdoo and his crew
removed the “treasure,” loading it on a drawn wagon.
With McAdoo driving and his shotgun-brandishing
partners protecting their find, the trio headed into St.
Petersburg where the “treasure chest” took center stage in
the front window of a local downtown bank. The modern
day pirate’s plan backfired. An incorrect account soon
spread that the chest had been unearthed on the island
adjacent to McAdoo’s St. Petersburg Beach, stripping the
island of a tall tale and permanently labeling the key to
the north “Treasure Island.”
So, as you venture to our Gulf Beaches be sure to thank
McAdoo for his bridge and the colorful antics, which is
yet another story in St. Petersburg’s rich history.
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tHe trutH about Sun DaMage
By Stephanie Schlageter, M.S.

Summer is here and if you’re like most
Floridians, it means more beach, boat, or
pool time. Most of us live in Florida for
the sunshine and outdoor lifestyle it
offers, but this also means we are
exposed to a lot of sun increasing our
chance of skin cancer and sun damage.
According to the American Academy of Dermatology,
(AAD) more than 2 million Americans will be diagnosed
with new cases of skin cancer this year. At current rates,
one in five will develop skin cancer in his/her lifetime.
In addition to health risks, sun exposure is also one of the
primary factors responsible for premature skin aging.
Although these concerns may only be cosmetic, sun
exposure is the number 1 culprit in the premature
formation of lines, wrinkles, brown spots, and weathered
looking skin. These common signs of premature aging
can easily add 10 years to a person’s appearance.
There are many myths about sun exposure that often
prevent people from protecting themselves appropriately.
Here are a few common myths along with the truth:
Myth:Skin Cancer only happens to people over 40.
Truth:Although skin cancer most commonly appears in
adults over the age of 60 after many years of sun
exposure, the incidence of skin cancers in children and
young adults is growing rapidly. According to the
American Cancer Society, the frightening truth is that
melanoma is the most commonly diagnosed skin cancer
among young adults age 25-29 and is the number 1
cause of cancer death among 15-20 year olds.

Myth: Tanned skin is healthier than pale skin.
Truth: A tan by definition is, very simply, an indicator that
the skin has been sun damaged. The sun produces UVA
and UVB rays, both of which are linked to DNA damage
and cell mutation. Over time, that lovely brown tan
increases the risk of skin cancer and leads to unattractive
age spots and prematurely wrinkled skin.
Myth: You only need to wear sunscreen when you’re
outside on sunny days.
Truth: UVA rays penetrate through clouds and even
windows. They also reflect off water, sand, and even
concrete. These rays are present from sun up to sun
down, all year long.It only takes a few minutes of
unprotected exposure a day to cause substantial damage.
So what should you do? Daily use of sunscreen with
broad-spectrum protection (SPF 30 or higher) should be
a habit as important as brushing your teeth. Look for
active ingredients such as Titanium Dioxide and zinc
Oxide for both UVA and UVB protection.
If you want to correct cosmetic damage already done by
the sun, the medical field is teeming with products and
treatments to remove brown spots, erase wrinkles, and
restore prematurely aged skin. Fraxel Laser, Facial Peels,
BOTOX, Juvederm Injections and Medical Grade skin
care products are just a few of the most popular
approaches to turning the clock back.
A consultation with an experienced expert in the field,
such as the staff at Radiance Medspa, can help you learn
how to correct current damage and protect your skin
from future damage. It’s never too late to start protecting
your skin’s health and to start looking your best!
Radiance Medspa in Belleair Bluffs, is located at 2894
West Bay Dr. radiancetampabay.com 518-7100.
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SuMMer fertiliZer ban HaS StarteD
By Jane Morse, UF/IFAS Extension Agent, Pinellas County
Extension

June 1 was the beginning of the summertime fertilizer
blackout. The County’s strict fertilizer ordinance, aimed at
improving water quality, prohibits using these products from
June 1 through Sept. 30 or any time the National Weather
Service forecasts heavy rains to occur within 24 hours.
During this time, you cannot apply fertilizers containing
nitrogen or phosphorus to your lawn or landscape.
During the time, of year when you are allowed to
fertilize, you still must keep in mind that no more than
four pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet per year
can be applied, and that granular fertilizers containing
nitrogen must be at least 50 percent slow release
nitrogen. Also that phosphorus is not allowed unless a
soil test documents a phosphorus deficiency.
Knowing what’s in the fertilizer can help you decide what
is best for your lawn and how to apply it correctly. You
can check out the three numbers on a fertilizer bag to
learn the percentage of nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium it contains. (The rest is filler that allows
uniform application of the nutrients and helps prevent
over-or-under fertilizing of certain areas.)
There are other fertilizer “rules” for protecting the
environment as well as public health: Use a deflector
shield when applying. Don’t apply within 10 feet of a
wetland or water body. Fertilizer or grass clippings that
get on sidewalks, driveways, streets, etc. must be
returned to the landscape areas or swept up immediately.
Nitrogen should not be applied to any newly-installed
plants for the first 30 days. If you use reclaimed water

you may not need any extra nitrogen fertilizer because
the reclaimed water contains nitrogen.
Pinellas County’s fertilizer ordinance also requires all
lawn and landscape personnel to pass a best management
practices class. You should hire only those who display
the decal and carry a certification card.
We all want clean water. An important way to protect
water quality is to make sure nothing but pure water
flows into storm drains. Our storm drains are a direct
conduit to our creeks, lakes and marine waters and
aren’t treated in any way. All hard surfaces such as
driveways, sidewalks and streets drain to storm drains so
it is very important to keep these areas clean.
Some easy things we can do to keep our water clean are
to keep all grass clippings, leaves, fertilizer, household or
vehicle chemicals or anything that isn’t plain water from
going down the storm drain. Sweep grass clippings back
into the landscape or put them into a compost bin. Use
leaves as mulch in plant beds, compost them, or put
them in the trash. Keep all chemicals in a secondary
container so if the original container leaks the secondary
one will catch it. (One quart of oil creates an oil slick the
size of two football fields!) Pick up pet waste and dispose
of it in the trash. Wash vehicles over grass or gravel to
prevent runoff. Never drain chlorinated water to the street
or storm drain. Reclaimed water contains nutrients such
as nitrogen and phosphorus so make sure it isn’t
spraying onto any hard surfaces or draining off your
property into the street.
Always remember - nothing but rain down the drain.
The information for this article came from the Division’s
brochure entitled “A Guide to the Fertilizer Ordinance.”
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broaDcaSting froM tHe St Pete Pier
One of the Area’s First Female Broadcasters

by Pennee Rowland, Palm Harbor
Back when television was just getting started in our area, a small station,
Channel 38, broadcast from the St Petersburg Pier. I thought you might like to
know a little about my Momma, Charlotte Creel Joh, who worked at WSUN-TV,
Channel 38, as one of the area’s first female television broadcasters.
Charlotte Creel Joh, was my momma. She was born in Lakeland, and moved to
Indian Rocks Beach, where her dad, Oscar ‘OG’ Creel became well known for
building the stone houses along the beach from the 1930s to the 1950s, many
of which still exist. She met my dad, Leopold Joh while he was a fighter pilot
stationed at Pinellas Air Base in 1944. They married and raised five children, 1
boy and 4 girls.
As a child, I remember
all the family and
cousins would often
spend Sunday
afternoons at Grandma
and Grandpa Creelʼs
stone house in Indian
Rocks. Granny Creel
would fix her famous fried chicken, along with potato salad,
jello salad, black olives, sweet pickles, fresh shucked green
beans, mashed potatoes and desserts. The memories still
hold the aromas of those sunny, happy days.
All of the Creel girls were “lookers,” and Momma was no
exception. She entered the All-Florida Magazine state contest
for “Orchid Queen” in 1952 and won; appearing on WSUN-TV for
the crowning ceremony. A short time later, WSUN-TV program
announced it was searching for a girl to appear regularly. My Dad
suggested Momma should try out for the job. I was just barely 4
months old (her fifth child). She really didnʼt want to go, and only
went because my Dad thought she would be good. She told me
she really thought the time had expired to enter, so she wasnʼt too
worried about winning the spot. As it turned out, the show’s
producers really liked her and put her in the line up of contestants.
Each young woman had to appear on WSUN-TV (live
programming) for a week, then the public voted. It was similar to
our “American Idol,”
but the votes were
hand written letters
sent through the mail.
Momma was chosen
and became one of
the Tampa Bay area’s
first television
celebrities. To be
closer to her job, we moved to a new house near downtown St
Petersburg in 1957.
WSUN-TV station, Channel 38, broadcast from the end of the St.
Petersburg pier. Momma starred in The Music Master show where she
would pantomime popular songs of that time. She also appeared in a
children's program Range Rider sponsored by Ideal Toys and did live
commercials for Vernorʼs ginger-ale. Momma was the station’s weather
girl and each time before she went on live, she had to go to the Reuters
and collect all the data, then get her “magnetic” suns, clouds, rain
showers, and temperature numbers so that she could place them on the
map of the United States as she reported. As time went on, she worked
at the Tampa Bay station WFLA-TV in other shows and commercials.
Momma is still beautiful to this day and living a full life in Georgia at 84
years old
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Plan for Your four-leggeD
frienDS tHiS Hurricane SeaSon
The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(SPCA) Tampa Bay reminds pet owners to keep man’s
best friend safe this year and develop an evacuation
plan that includes the whole family.
While our area has been lucky these past few hurricane
seasons, it is important to make a plan for your pets
before an impending hurricane. Make sure your pet has
a microchip and that the chip information is current. The
first step in disaster preparedness is creating a “Pet
Survival Kit.” Have your pet’s cage or carrier and survival
kit prepared in advance, whether evacuating or not. If
you do not have a cage or carrier, buy one. Keep items
in a watertight container. Label all items with a tag or
waterproof marker. Also include:
l Collar with tags & a sturdy leash and muzzle, if
necessary
l Any necessary medications and ID all pet
belongings
l Medical records & vaccination info
l First aid kit
l Food/water - at least 2 weeks supply
l ziplock bags for treats & important papers
l Cat litter, pan & liners
l Plastic trash bags to handle waste
l Newspaper & paper towels for clean ups
l Toys & other comfort items
l Photo of your pet
l Get your pet micro-chipped and keep the
microchip number with you
If evacuation is inevitable and your evacuation
destination does not allow animals, don’t leave your
pet(s) behind. There are alternatives such as “pet
friendly” shelters, family and friends in safe areas and
hotel/motels that accept pets.
Three shelters were recommended to and approved by
the Pinellas County School Board in 2007: Thurgood
Marshall Middle School in St. Petersburg, Oak Grove
Middle School in Clearwater, and Dunedin Middle
School in Dunedin.
For additional information on hurricane planning for
your pet, “pet friendly” lodging, visit SPCATampaBay.org.

Donating Your treaSureS
Heritage Village is now planning for its Fall Jubilee and
needs your old stuff. One of the event’s biggest draws is
the huge flea market and book sale, conducted by the
Pinellas County Historical Society. Their success depends
on the generosity of residents who donate their
‘treasures’ for the sale. They are looking for books, tools,
dishes, silverware, sports equipment, craft items, toys,
jewelry, furniture, seasonal decorations and all types of
house wares. (No clothing, shoes, computers, or
televisions.) This is a great time to clean out your garage!
Donations are being collected at Heritage Village during
normal operating days and hours. For more information,
call 582-2233. The Fall Jubilee is Saturday, October 22,
from 9am to 4pm. They are still looking for vendors, too.
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Hurricane HiStorY

By Ken Welch
Pinellas County Commissioner
Think back to the last time a hurricane
made landfall in Pinellas County.
It wasn’t it in 2004, when Charley,
Frances, Ivan and Jeanne menaced
Florida. Nor was it in 1985 when Elena
churned up an enormous storm surge,
the bridges closed and residents went to shelters in
droves. Not during Agnes in 1972, Alma in 1966 or
Donna in 1960. It wasn’t Hurricane Easy back in 1950 –
a storm that dumped 38 plus inches of rain in 24 hours
up in Yankeetown, just up the coast of Pinellas.
Actually, you have to look way back to October of 1921
to find the last hurricane to make landfall in Pinellas
County. It’s true – 2011 marks the 90th anniversary of
the last hurricane to come ashore in Pinellas County, just
south of Tarpon Springs. That storm raced ashore late in
the season with winds exceeding 100 mph lashed the
coast, and a 12-foot storm surge flooded Tampa Bay,
inundating low-lying areas. Blind Pass, which separates
St. Pete Beach from Treasure Island, was cut by that
storm, as was Hurricane Pass in Dunedin.
There are two lessons to take away from this storm. First,
Pinellas County is not immune from a hurricane’s impacts.
People who believe that we are somehow protected by a
Native American blessing or our geography are mistaken.
Not only did the 1921 hurricane make landfall here, but
the other storms mentioned at the start of this article
brought high winds, heavy rainfall and storm surge to our
shores, even though the storms stayed well off the coast.
The other lesson is that in 1921, a sparsely populated
Pinellas County had about 21,000 residents. In 2010,
the Census counted nearly 910,000 residents calling
Pinellas home – a more than 43-fold increase in
population. Much of Pinellas County was built up during
the post-war years of the 1950s through the early 1980s
– and those homes and businesses have never seen the
full fury a hurricane can bring.
What we need is for each of you to take personal
responsibility for your own disaster plans. Have your
non-perishable food, flashlights, medications and water
ready early in the season. Know where the latest copies
of your insurance documents, titles, deeds and other
important papers are kept. Know your evacuation level.
If you are affected by an evacuation order, be ready to
leave as soon as the order is given to allow the
maximum amount of time for you to get to your location.
If you aren’t affected by the order, prepare your home to
withstand high winds.
Finally, stay aware this hurricane season. It’s a great
idea to watch a weather forecast at least once a day to
keep an eye on the tropical situation. You can also get
the latest updates at Pinellas County’s Emergency
Management website (pinellascounty.org/emergency), or
by following the department’s Twitter feed
(twitter.com/pinellasem). Updates will also be posted to
the county’s Facebook page
(facebook.com/pinellascountynews). To get emergencyrelated text messages, call (888) 689-8905 and enter
your Pinellas County zip code.
While it has been 90 years since a hurricane made
landfall in Pinellas County, it pays to be up-to-date on
your plans should this be the year they are tested.
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great exPlorationS
cHilDren’S MuSeuM
by Lisa S. Negrini, LCSW
CEO of Great Explorations Children's Museum
Great things are
happening at Great
Explorations
Children’s Museum!
The Board of Trustees
for Great Explorations
Children’s Museum
has announced the
hiring of Lisa S.
Negrini in the
position of Chief
Executive Officer.
Previously the Interim
Executive Director with
Help A Child, Inc.,
and Director of
Clinical Services at
Suncoast Center, Inc, Negrini will have primary
responsibility for external relations and general museum
administration, which includes Early Explorations
Preschool and other community outreach programs.
With new leadership in place, Great Explorations is
jumping forward with innovative ideas, new exhibits and
educational programs for the next generation of children
to experience.
Great Explorations exhibits have been expanded to
include sensory learning experiences with an exciting
new version of the familiar Touch Tunnel and the Express
Yourself Art Studio, which recently celebrated its grand
opening. The new “Touch Tunnel: The New Generation”
provides an immersive experience that heightens senses
of touch and hearing. Tactile shapes and surfaces,
layout with twists, turns, inclines and rope ladder give
the added elements of fun and surprise. Entering the
Tunnel, explorers navigate their way using their hands to
“see.” Our new “Express Yourself Art Studio”’ is filled
with a variety of artistic stations. Children will experience
the hands-on creativity for which the Museum is known,
but in the context of artistic expression. Traditional
media such as paint and modeling clay will be used in
conjunction with evolving, interactive computer
technology. Budding artists can learn about studio art
techniques as well as art history, color theory,
architecture, and the cultural diversity of art from around
the world. Educational programs will support the exhibit
with art classes, demonstrations and an instructional
component for home based experiences.
Great Explorations is also planning an expansion to its
Early Explorations Preschool program. With a plan for
the addition of another preschool classroom in the fall,
Early Explorations Preschool will have the capacity to
serve more children with the high quality programming
that Great Explorations has become known for. At
Great Explorations, children experience learning through
hands-on interaction with the world around them. Early
Explorations Preschool currently offers quality early
childhood education programs for 2-6 year old children
including VPK programming.
Great Explorations Children’s Museum is located at
1925 4th Street N in St. Petersburg. For more
information, contact (727) 821-8992.

