JULY / 2013 ISSUE 44

Many people wonder if Keegan Clair Park’s name has
something to do with Keegan’s Restaurant or Keegan’s
Plaza in Indian Rocks. The answer is no. Keegan Hunter
Clair, was a young boy, who died of leukemia in 1990,
when he was just eight years old.
Keegan Clair Park is a small waterfront park at the end
of 2nd Avenue, just south of the Holiday Inn. Many
people didn’t even know it was there, until the floating
docks were recently built.
Keegan’s father was Wil Clair, a police officer with the
Indian Rocks Police department. In 1987, Keegan was
diagnosed with leukemia, a blood cancer. He was only 6.
Eventually, it was decided he needed a bone marrow
transplant and it would be very expensive. The people of
our city came together to raise the money. Bill Loder of
Crabby Bill’s started a fundraising drive. The VFW Post

started one too, which raised more money than any other
VFW drive had ever raised in the country.
“I remember it was a beautiful time for the City to come
together to raise funds and honor this little boy suffering
from cancer,” says Crabby Bill’s Matt Loder. “It’s nice to
look at the park and remember that event and to be able
to tell our children we had a part in that.”
All total, over $40,000 was raised, but unfortunately,
Keegan never went into remission so the transplant
couldn’t be done. He died before he could attempt ait.
Afterwards, Keegan’s mother Karen Try announced, “The
money raised will go to other children who need
transplants.” With the help of the VFW members, the
excess money did go to others in need of the expensive
medical process.
The City of Indian Rocks Beach already owned the park.
Mayor Jim Driscoll and the Commission decided to
rename the park ‘Keegan Clair Park’ and dedicate it to
his memory. In June of 1990, at the park dedication, his
father Wil, told everyone that “11,000 children died of
leukemia last year. That makes it the largest killer of
children in the US.”
“I don’t want the world to ever forget that there was a
little boy named Keegan Clair,” said his father, “and I
hope that one day the world will remember that there
was once a disease called leukemia.”
His mother Karen, emphasized that the problem with
leukemia is bigger than just one child. “Keegan was
always embarrassed by all the attention he was getting.
He’d want people to look at the monument and
remember all the other children who had the cancer.”
The memorial is in the park, on the site of the event,
near the location of the former VFW Post. The words
read…
Keegan touched the lives of all who knew him.
Leukemia took him away but in this memorial
and in our hearts Keegan lives for all eternity.
Keegan Hunter Clair.
January 13, 1982 - January 30, 1990
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Then Governor Bob Martinez and Crabby Bill at the fundraiser.

Story by Bob Griffin, Publisher
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bob@griffindirectories.com
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NEXT ISSUE IS SEPTEMBER

Do you need another copy of this
newsletter? Ask for them at USA
Grocers or any IRB realtor's office.

This newsletter is printed every
other month and survives on
local advertising. Please support
the people advertising here. If
you are an IRB resident wanting
to advertise, you get a discount.
We also offer discounts for
advertising in our other issues
Belleair Area, Clearwater Beach
and Downtown St. Petersburg.

To advertise in the next issue,
call us. Read this or our
other issues online, at
BeachNewsletters.com

CITY NUMBERS
CITY HALL. . . . . . . 595-2517
1507 Bay Palm Blvd
www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com

CITY MANAGER - Vacant
MAYOR/CITY COMMISSION . 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Cookie Kennedy Vice Mayor • Terry Wollin
Phil Hanna • Jim Labadie
City Manager, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-2517
Chuck Coward
Building Department: . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Don Weigner
Planning & Zoning: . . . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Danny Taylor, Dir.
Public Services: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
Dean Scharmen, Dir.
IRB LIBRARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-1822
Next to City Hall
M-F 10-5pm, Tu-Th 7-8:30pm, Sat 10-1pm
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM . . . 593-3861
Across from the Post Office
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.. . . 517-3131
Becky Griffin, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER . . . . . . . . 596-4331
Next to City Hall, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd
POST OFFICE / IRB. . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Avenue 33785, Near Crabby Bill’s
Mon-Fri 8:30A-4:30P; Sat 9A-12:00P
IRB ROTARY
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
ACTION 2000
Eric Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm

LITTLE LEAGUE . . . . . . . . . . . . 735-4574
IRB WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . 595-4575
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Gulf Beaches. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS . . 595-1038
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
SEWER / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
TRASH / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St. Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-545-6421
Republican, District 66
5511 Park Street N. St. Petersburg
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, FL 33772
www.house.gov/young

CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

JULY
Independence Day
4
Boat Club Island Party
4
Worthy McGuire Book Signing at Slyce 8
Homeowners Happy Hour 11
Blood Drive at the IRB Post Office 12
Parents’ Day (Sunday)
28
AUGUST
Little League Fall Ball
Sign Up
Homeowners
Happy
Hour
8
Boat Club Three Rooker Island
11
Trim
Notices
Mailed
12
IRB Community Clean Up 12-14
Public School Begins (Monday)
19
Boat Club to Gulfport’s GekoFest 31
SEPTEMBER:
Labor Day
2
Household Chemical Collection Largo 7
Bucs First Real Game
8
Grandparents Day
8

Patriot Day
11
Homeowners Happy Hour
12
Yom Kippur Begins
13
Schools Closed
13
Boat Club Meeting
19
Household Chemical Sem HS
21
Boat Club End Summer Island Party
21
Autumn Begins
22
OCTOBER:
City Occupational Licenses Due
1
MADD Beach Walk
4
Blessing of the Animals
5
Scavenger Hunt Homeowners
5
Homeowners Happy Hour
10
Blood Drive IRB Post Office
11
Oktoberfest
12
SPCA Pet Walk
12
Columbus Day
14
Stone Crab Season Starts
15
Clearwater Jazz
17-20
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NEW BIRD RESCUE ORGANIZATION:
GULF COAST BIRD RESCUE

Gulf Coast Bird Rescue is a newly founded wild bird rescue organization in
Pinellas County. The mission is to provide rescue, care and release of injured
wild birds in Pinellas County, filling a critical void in our communities that has
become apparent since there is no longer a facility rescuing and treating injured
birds in Pinellas County. Their mission also focuses heavily on education of the
public and youth on native bird appreciation and preservation.
Gulf Coast Bird Rescue founders include Barbara Suto, former Hospital Director
at the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary for over 30 years and Robin Vergara, Indian
Rocks Beach resident with almost twenty years experience in operations,
corporate and non-profit management. Also on the Board of Directors is Lessie
M. Davis who has been in the field of wildlife rehabilitation over 25 years and
Michele Booth, an attorney for more than 13 years, primarily in the areas of
corporate governance, contracting and securities regulation.
Gulf Coast Bird Rescue is pleased to have created partnerships with the City of Largo, City of Clearwater, Audubon
Society, Clearwater Marine Aquarium, Friends of Largo, Boyd Hill, the Loder family (Crabby Bill’s restaurants), Pinellas
County Sherriff’s Office, the SPCA, as well as local and state officials.
The organization is approved to build long-term facilities at McGough Nature Park in Largo, just over the Walsingham
Bridge, for the care and rehabilitation of birds on a permanent basis. In the meantime, as the necessary steps are
taken and details are put into place for this facility, Gulf Coast Bird Rescue is working to establish a short-term triage
location in order to continue to provide critical care to injured wild birds.
How can you help? You can support the efforts of Gulf Coast Bird Rescue by spreading awareness of their efforts
within the community. Also, if you know of any vacant facilities that could potentially serve as a short-term, temporary
triage facility, please contact Robin Vergara at 727.400.0834. It’s also important to be sure you are aware of
acceptable interactions with local wildlife. Despite popular practice, it is actually illegal to feed certain wild birds on
the beach and NEVER good for any wild birds. This behavior makes the birds too comfortable around humans and
dependent on them as a food source and also encourages them to eat food that is not in their natural diet.
Donations are always greatly appreciated and can be made online through our website or by contacting u directly.
For the most up-to-date information about the organization, follow them on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/GulfCoastBirdRescue or on their website at www.gulfcoastbirdrescue.org.

Did You Know....
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PLAY BALL! If you are over 50, Indian Rock’s Senior
Softball league wants you! They are in full swing for the
summer and even have a new Senior Softball Banner
hanging on the outfield fence in centerfield sponsored by
Vallery Insurance. Because of the heat, all games are
moving to 7pm on Tuesday Nights until the fall. Senior
Softball is a volunteer league of locals in their 50s, 60s,
70s and even older who play once a week on the
Campalong Little League field. If you are over 50, and
want to play, call Bert Valery at 517-0517 or just show up.
___________________________________________________
RED CROSS The Red Cross, who recently celebrated
their 130th year birthday, responds to nearly 70,000
disasters a year in the US alone. On Florida’s West
Coast, the Red Cross has responded to over 250 local
emergencies serving over 1,800 people, assisted over
800 military families and trained over 7,600 people in
lifesaving skills. They have an office in the downtown St
Petersburg area, on 4th Street N. To volunteer your time
and get involved in the local chapter, call 813-8687642.
See their web site at www.RedCross.org.
___________________________________________________

KIDS ART CAMP This summer, The Beach Art Center is
once again offering camps tailored for children 5 to 18
years. There will be adventurous art themes, multi-media,
paint, creatures and clay programs. The classes are
Monday through Friday from 9am to noon or 1 to 4pm.
Registration is by the week. Visit BeachArtCenter.org or call
the Art Center at 596-4331.
_________________________________________________
DOG BAG DISPENSERS
Look for new pet waste bag
dispensers being installed in
the all the city parks.
Sponsored by the
Homeowners Assn., the 10
green, wooden stands
dispense recycled, old plastic
grocery bags for pet owners
to use when picking up dog
waste. The stands were built
by IRB resident Dennis
Schnierle. Everyone is
encourage to put your old
grocery bags inside the
stands for others to use. If we
all do, the city can quit
buying the black rolls of bags
presently available in our
parks. That could save the city $6000 a year.
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MISS FLORIDA HELPS
RESIDENTS PREPARE
When Pinellas County
resident Laura McKeeman
won the Miss Florida title
last year, she agreed to
work with the Pinellas
Emergency Management
team to produce a public
service announcement about
hurricane preparedness that
includes the steps you
should take to survive a
storm. You can view the
video on Pinellas County’s
YouTube Channel.
www.YouTube.com/pcctvi.
___________________________________________________
WET GARBAGE The rainy season is right around the
corner and Pinellas County Utilities is asking everyone to
keep your garbage dry when it is outside. Pinellas County
operates one of the largest Waste-to-Energy facilities in the
country where garbage is burned and converted to
electricity. For it to burn efficiently, garbage needs to be free
of moisture from rainfall. Increased moisture causes
operational problems and increased air emissions. In
addition, water increases the weight of the load resulting in
increased disposal fees. The solution is keep the lid closed
on
garbage containers that are stored outside.
___________________________________________________
SKIM BOARD CAMP Island Surf Shop has skim boarding
camps, Monday through Fridays, 10am to Noon. The cost
is $100 for the week and they provide a board if you do
not have one. Island Shop is located at 309 Gulf Blvd. Call
Larry at 596-2244
_________________________________________________
EXOTIC PET AMNESTY DAY Do you or someone you
know have an exotic pet that you can’t keep any longer?
Don’t release it! On Saturday, July 13, from 10 am to 2
pm, the Fish and Wildlife Commission will be at Boyd Hill
Nature Preserve to accept exotic or illegal pets without
penalty or cost. Don’t let this one time opportunity pass you
by. For more information, call Boyd Hill Nature Preserve at
727-893-7326
or visit MyFWC.com/NonNatives.
_________________________________________________

SPELLING BEE COTI Community Christian School had
a spelling bee in May which drew a large crowd of
parents and friends. Held in Pilgrim Hall of the Church of
the Isles, the competition was a great challenge for the
students and for Principal Brian Hirsch. All the students
performed admirably. First Grader Colby Kepler (7) was
the proud finalist and won a handful of Dolphin Dollars
and a trophy. Colby is the son of proud parents, Kelly
and
Steve Kepler who live on 20th Avenue in IRB.
_________________________________________________

PET BOWL-A-THON The Annual SPCA Bowl-A-Thon is
July 13th at Seminole Lanes. The IRB Homeowners
Association is sponsoring a team. If you want to sponsor
a team , call 499-0364 or visit www.PetBowl.org.
_________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS SEPTEMBER Read this, as well as
other issues, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

Real Estate News
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FEELINGS…OH…OH…OH…FEELINGS
Real Estate Mood Ring

By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate
Doiron Realty on the Beach
We can analyze real estate data all day
long—number of sales, days on the
market, median price, etc. But, how
folks are feeling can sometimes be an
even more important sign on the road
to recovery. Think of it as a real estate
“mood ring” of sorts. You, no doubt,
remember that short-lived fad of the 1970s when
excitement produced body heat that, in turn, affected the
ring’s color.
Well, economic news is the “rosiest” it’s been in ten
years. Nationally, the Thomson Reuters/University of
Michigan Sentiment Index reported a six-year high in
May…even stronger than after the back-to-back
recessions of the 80s. In general, consumers are feeling
pretty good; most view their finances as improved rather
than worsened with the values of their homes leading
the surge.
According to the Pinellas Realtors Organization (PRO),
the real estate business is feeling “excitement” with the
highest level of ebullience in the beach communities. In
Indian Rocks Beach/Indian Shores, the number of total
real estate transactions so far this year is 89% of the
number of sales in 2005 when home values were the
highest! The 2013 median sales price of $342,400;
however, is still a good 35% below 2005’s $525,000.
The “half full” translation is that we’ve bounced about
65% of the way back. There should be no fear of
another real estate “bubble” unless lenders all of a
sudden loosen credit standards.
The number of distressed sales—short sales, bank
owned, etc.—has dropped significantly in 33785. There
were only 12 sold from 1/1-6/5 this year as opposed to
32 closed during the same period last year. Distressed
sales are closing quicker, too; it took an average of 309
days in 2012 and only 146 days so far this year.
In general, homeowners are feeling “richer” and higher
prices are likely to bring a few more sellers out of the
woodwork in the coming months. New listings so far this
year are right on par with last year. Only 7% of the
properties listed during the first six month of last year
are still on the market today with 68% having been sold
and the remainder withdrawn, expired, etc.
Even with the stock market soaring and auto sales
recovering nicely, some marketers’ predictive models
aren’t depicting “things” quite as sparkly. They see
consumer debt on the rise, the 2% payroll tax hike and
federal spending cuts dragging on the economy, and the
national unemployment figure up a tick (7.5 to 7.6) in
May. And, while consumers aren’t pulling back, they
certainly aren’t cranking the faucet wide open either.
It’s not like the Peanuts comic strip when Charlie Brown
watched Peppermint Patty get so excited that her mood
ring exploded but homeowners in Indian Rocks/Indian
Shores are feeling a whole lot better about everything in
general…including the future.

Source: My Florida Regional MLS
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VET OF THE YEAR

Dr. Michael Banull of
the Animal Hospital of
Largo has received the
honor of being named
Pawfest Veterinarian of
the Year for 2013. The
Veterinarian of the Year
competition and Pawfest
are hosted by the
Kiwanis Club of
Largo/Mid-Pinellas yearly on the first Saturday of April, at
Largo Central Park. This award is presented to one
veterinarian in the Largo/Pinellas area who exhibits
compassionate, quality pet care in the community. The
winner of this title is determined by the character and
quantity of testimonial entries received from responding
pet owners. Dr. Mike was humbled when he was informed
he had won the competition. “It is my most crowning
achievement as a veterinarian to date,” he stated. The
Animal Hospital of Largo is located on Walsingham Road
in Largo. You can find out more about Dr. Mike and his
practice by visiting their website at www.ahlargo.com.

PSFRD HONORED FOR
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE

By Marshall Eiss, Fire Inspector
At the recent Florida Association of
Special Districts (FASD) annual
conference, Pinellas Suncoast Fire &
Rescue District was awarded “District
of the Year.” The award winner is
selected from over 1600 Special
Districts in Florida.
According to the FASD, a Special
District “provides limited purpose
government on a local level and
can be fire control, library, port and
inlet, mosquito, water control, community development,
roads, hospital and other districts – all providing unique
services.”
The selection is made by a committee of the
membership and is based on the criteria that “the
District works in a team effort to achieve and surpass all
priority goals while staying within budget guidelines, and
meeting and/or exceeding expectations.”
“This award recognizes the exemplary service provided
by the men and women of the Pinellas Suncoast Fire
and Rescue District,” stated Fire Chief Robert Polk. “I am
proud to be a part of a motivated, career-minded group
of professionals that embody the meaning of
dedication,” he added.

CHURCH OF THE ISLES NEWS

Reverend James Rapp recently donated one of his kidneys
to his son, Evan (20). The successful operation was in late
May, and Jim returned to work on June 23rd. Rev. Rapp
wants to thank all his Indian Rocks friends for their cards,
letters and prayers. Both father and son are doing fine.
JOIN COTI’S BOOK CLUB
Their next meetings are:
September 15: “Mornings on Horseback”, David McCullough
October 20: “Warmth of Other Suns” by Isabel Wilderson
Call Marty Synott, 593-3190 for more information.
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DR. LARA SAYS

Q & A with Cesar A. Lara, M.D.,
Voted Best Weight Loss Practitioner in Tampa Bay

Q: With all the fat blasting, belly reducing, lose weight
while you sleep commercials I see and hear, how do I
choose one that really works?
A: We are all overwhelmed by all the claims you see and
hear in weight loss, and there are many factors to consider
when selecting the right program. Is the program medically
supervised? Especially if you have any health issues, you
want to know a doctor is in charge of your weight loss.
Are the clinical tools being used safe and approved? Most
of what you see and hear in commercials is “quick fix” (if
even that) and will do nothing to support long term weight
loss and improved health. What tools and assistance are
available with the method you choose? Who do you talk to
when you have questions?
There is a healthy and non-healthy way to lose weight. Crash
dieting, “miracle” products, and other drastic behaviors,
which create rapid fluctuations in weight are damaging to
your body and, with repetition, will do more harm than
good. From increased insulin resistance, which makes
weight loss progressively harder over time, to increased risk
of heart disease, the short-term results are severely
outweighed by the lasting negative impacts on your health.
Here is a guideline to lose weight the healthy way:
• Snack – You need three healthy meals per day, but
protein snacks between will help.
• Drink Fluids - One half to 1 gallon of water per day.
• Supplement – Even the healthiest meal plan can benefit
from supplements. B complex, Magnesium, Potassium,
Omega Fats and other vitamins and minerals are all
essential to keeping your body in optimal health.
• Exercise Regularly – Even if it’s an evening walk, regular
exercise is a great way to improve your health.
Try these tips and be on your way to being the Best You!

Want the Best Weight Loss Practioner to answer your question?
Submit them to info@cearlaramd.com and visit us online for
more valuable information at BestMedicineforWeightLoss.com.

BEACH ART CENTER NEWS

For those wanting to share creative time with your child,
join the "Mommy & Me" scrap booking class on Thursday
from 9 am to noon, please call 596-4331 to register, so
your instructor will have enough supplies.
Beginning June 15th, Don Carr will teach a Photography
class on Saturday morning from 9 am to noon. While
digital cameras have become more and more complex,
the basic elements of photography have not changed. This
course is intended to take the mystery out of photography
by familiarizing you with those elements. Class includes
classroom, field shooting and interaction with students.
ONGOING CLASSES: “Beginning to Intermediate
Watercolor, Acrylic and Oil Painting” with Barbra Kuzin on
Mondays from 1 to 4 pm. “Basic Drawing” class with
Robin Borland Tuesdays from 11 am to 1 pm. “Mixed
Media Watercolor and Acrylic on Yupo” class with Jim
Ladd Wednesdays from 1 to 4 pm.
OPENING RECEPTION: The Beach Art Center hosted the
opening of the Surf Skate Skim Competition and
Exhibition. An enthusiastic crowd was treated to
entertaining music and a great mix of food. Also,
throughout the evening the guests watched an intriguing
surfing video provided by Peter Lopez. The exhibit will run
through August 16th.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

FROM THE DESK OF SHERIFF BOB GUALTIERI
POOL SAFETY

Summer has arrived, temperatures
are rising and what a better way to
keep the kids entertained and cool
than an afternoon by the swimming
pool, a trip to the beach or even a
water park. A dark side of summer in
the sun is that a sparkling pool or the
inviting ocean waters can also be a
summer hazard. Unfortunately, when
the temperature goes up, so can the number of accidental
drownings involving children.
A moment of adult distraction can have tragic results. Of
all law enforcement calls for service, a call to a home
where a child has drowned is one of the most
heartbreaking.
The loss of a child’s life to drowning can be prevented
with extra caution, common sense and inexpensive
equipment. To begin with, never leave your child alone in
or near a pool or other body of water, not even for a
moment. Teaching a child to swim for sport, safety and
survival is a must. Remember, however, that even if they
have mastered their swimming skills, nothing can replace
proper supervision as the most important step to water
safety. The same common sense approach applies while
at the beach or water park, even when lifeguards are
present.
It is always a good idea to learn CPR, especially if you are
responsible for watching children around the pool or at

the beach. Being CPR certified can prevent a serious
poolside incident from becoming fatal.
Keep rescue equipment on hand and a phone nearby for
emergencies. It is also important for pool owners to
properly install and secure fences, screened enclosures
and lock sliding glass doors to ensure that young children
cannot wander into the water unsupervised. Remember a
torn screen or doggie door can be an invitation to a
curious toddler who will not always recognize the danger
that may be waiting outside. An alarm system around the
pool or pool access is another option.
Keep furniture away from safety fences to prevent children
from climbing and reaching the pool. Also remove toys
and floating objects from the pool when not in use so
there is no temptation for a child to retrieve them and
accidentally fall in.
For more information, access the Pinellas County Health
Department’s Summer Safety video PSA at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1lmBMVV3XI
To learn more about swimming pool safety, swimming
lessons and CPR contact the following providers:
American Red Cross (Tampa Bay Chapter) at
www.redcross.org
Pool Safety Council at www.Poolsafetycouncil.org
YMCA at www.ymca.net
This summer, protect yourself, your loved ones and even
your friends and neighbors by taking the time to prepare
and plan in order to enjoy a safe summer pool season.

Restaurant News....

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

WESTPHAL WINS TOP
AWARD Steve Westphal,
owner of several area
restaurants, was recognized
by the Tampa Bay Beaches
Chamber of Commerce as
the Top Tourism Professional
of the Year at their Annual
Tourism Luncheon held at the
Sheraton Sand Key. Steve
was recognized as a
homegrown product of the
hospitality industry, starting
as a dishwasher at Redington Beach’s now closed Wine
Cellar Restaurant and advancing through the ranks to
become the owner of some of the area’s best restaurants The Pub Waterfront Restaurant in Indian Shores,
downtown’s 400 Beach Seafood & Tapa House and
Parkshore Grill, The Hangar at Albert Whitted Airport and
the Café Gala at the Dali Museum. Steve recently
announced plans to partner in a new Madeira Beach Gulf
front restaurant called the Gulf Grill. The primary reason
Westphal was chosen was his willingness to help many
local
charities with their fundraising needs.
_________________________________________________
40 YEARS OF GREAT PIZZA
Hungry Howies Pizza is 40 years
old this year. They started
making pizzas in Michigan in
1973, but moved their
headquarters to Palm Harbor in
1982. Bill, manager and coowner of the Walsingham store,
has been with them since 1986.
To help celebrate , they are
offering a special $19.73 deal
that includes 2 large pizzas.
___________________________
SWEET D’LITES OPENS Remy Wagner and husband
Ralph opened this store specializing in gelato in the strip
center next to Slyce Pizza Bar. They plan to be open 7 days
a week from 11:30am to about 11pm. In addition to
gelato, they will be selling other sweets including
cupcakes, muffins and beverages of all kinds. They will
have a special gelato sandwich made with two large
cookies. They are at 301 Gulf Blvd, between Slyce and Los
Mexicanos.
_______________________
ON THE ROCKS SOLD
The restaurant formerly
known as On the Rocks has
been sold to a company
called Between Waters,
LLC, out of Heath, Texas.
They bought it May 7th for
$1,000,000. The owners
have not disclosed any of
their plans for the property.
_______________________
MORE ANNIVERSARIES Two IRB restaurants are
celebrating five year milestone anniversaries. IRB Sushi is
opened five years ago. While many local sushi restaurants
have closed, they are as popular as every. The second is
Keegans Seafood Grill. Although it has been open 28
years, owners John and Jacque purchased the restaurant
five years ago.
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JAN OCKUNZZI (1947-2013)

By Nancy Obarski
A small, smooth stone sits on the
corner of my desk. When Jan
Ockunzzi gave it to me a few years
ago “just because,” I didn’t really see
anything all that remarkable about it.
Yet something made it a keeper. Only
as I stood among Jan’s family and
friends on Saturday, May 18th, at the
water’s edge celebrating her life on
the beach she loved so much, did I fully get it. Jan’s
“wabi sabi” philosophy of life gave her an incredible
ability to see beauty in the simplest things. Wabi sabi,
which Jan also adopted as the name of her art gallery,
is the Japanese philosophy of not only accepting the
imperfections of everyday life—but celebrating them.
Jan Catherine Boyko Ockunzzi was born in a Cleveland,
Ohio suburb. A mother, grandmother, sister, friend,
artist, author, businesswoman and teacher, Jan lost her
battle with breast cancer on April 25, 2013, but not
before leaving an indelible mark on Indian Rocks Beach
and all who knew her.
“I am an artist” was Jan’s own description of herself. Her
artwork and painted furniture from her Wabi Sabi
Gallery graces the finest homes in Pinellas County. Her
books, written in collaboration with the Indian Rocks
Historical Society, are enjoyed by IRB residents and
visitors alike. During her term as Indian Rocks Historical
Museum President, she spearheaded its relocation from
City Hall to the current Chic-a-Si Park location. Ever the
hard-working entrepreneur, Jan also co-owned a
sporting goods store, a bed-and-breakfast and several
rental properties.
Jan Ockunzzi’s life spanned a tumultuous time for our
nation; she was an eyewitness to the Kent State
shootings in 1970. After graduation, she married,
moved to Pinellas County, taught public school, and
started a family. Her teaching experience encouraged
her to create a curriculum introducing traditional values
of honesty and fair play into learning, resulting in new
state laws that remain in effect today.
At her memorial (a party not a service…at her request!),
friend and local realtor Liz Barrett toasted Jan’s love of
adventure. Barrett recounted tales of Jan’s “62 Years on
the Road” trip, driving across the U.S., blogging about
visiting “cool people,” family and whoever she
happened upon. Like a good Pisces, Jan loved the water
and spending time with her companion, Mike Flood,
cruising NY Harbor, the 1000 Islands, Clayton, NY and
through the Erie and Rideau Canals aboard the Walrus,
their classic 41’ Egg Harbor Motor Yacht.
Jan’s most important role was that of mother to
daughters Erin (Jerry) White of Alexandria, VA and Jill
(Matt) Bournonville of Strongsville, OH and grandmother
to Grace & Jake Bournonville and Zachary White.
Jan Ockunzzi epitomized everything great about Indian
Rocks Beach. She cared deeply about her community
and gave of herself and her talents to leave it a better
place. She and longtime friend Donna Valery were part
of an informal group, dubbed the “IRB Girlfriends,” who
gather a few times a year for a potluck to benefit various
charities. Donna is organizing an event later this summer
(details coming soon!) to benefit breast cancer research
in Jan’s memory and all IRB women are welcome.

TAMPA BAY OIL SPILL OF 1993 - 20 YEARS AGO

AS WE REMEMBER IT

Here in Indian Rocks, we were very lucky. We had almost no
signs of oil on our beaches. Dean Scharmen, Director of
Public Works, City of Indian Rocks Beach
In 1993, I was with the local Coast Guard. We were called into
duty a few days after the oil spill and patrolled the waterways off
Tierra Verde and St Pete Beach. It was our job to observe the
seawalls in the area and report any signs of oil on the area
seawalls and bridges. John Thayer, Indian Rocks Beach
In 1993, I was working at the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary. The
first day, we got the call to be ready. I oversaw a mixed group of
volunteers and professionals. Spills are coordinated by a network
of rehabilitators. This one was coordinated out of Delaware.
We set up operations on the shores of Ft. de Soto. I moved into
a house in Tierra Verde. We worked around the clock, about 18
hours a day. I was involved in the rescue for at least 3 weeks.
We saved most of the birds that were brought in. Barbara
Suto, Wild Life Biologist, at the Gulf Coast Bird Rescue
I remember it was a big mess for a month. It was in August. It
was summer. Plus, we had lots of people here. Our guests
tracked the gooey tar balls in off the beach. We had them
around the pool deck, in our lobby, in the rooms, on the
furniture. We had buckets of mineral spirits everywhere.
There was a big difference between the Spill of 1993 and the
more recent BP Horizon Oil Spill. The event was short-lived. It

happened on one
day and they spent
a month cleaning it
up. Quite unlike the
BP spill that went
on, and on, and on.
The media focused
on it for only a few
days. People in
Florida knew it was
not everywhere.
Tourists kept coming
for their end-ofsummer vacations,
regardless.
The clean-up crews
pretty much had the
beaches back in
action by Labor Day. We were lucky it was not bigger. Lynda
Watters, Marketing Trade Winds Resort, St Pete Beach
I got a call soon after the collision. I was on the St. Pete Beach
City Commission then. St Pete Beach and Pass-A-Grill seemed to
have the most to lose, based on our closeness to the accident. I
immediately called the City Manager and asked him to call the
Governor’s office to get bigger resources involved. I learned a
lot about oil accidents at sea.
#1) The captain of the vessel is in charge and calls the shots. It
is his job to notify all critical first responders.
#2) The companies who own the ships (in this case, two of
them) are responsible and normally direct the cleanup effort.
#3) The tides have a lot to do with containment. Happening in
the mouth of Tampa Bay was bad.
#4, The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Commission told us we
had a plan and were ready for a disaster. They greatly
overstated our ability to respond.
I have an Endangered Species Protection License and collected
sea turtles from 10 nests and drove them to a beach in Sanibel
to be released. We thought this might help them survive.
The owners of the two ship companies and their insurance
agencies had to reimburse local businesses for their losses. But,
this process was very involved and time consuming. It took
forever to get any money for our losses. Bruno Falkenstein,
Co-owner The Hurricane Restaurant, St Pete Beach
I remember the Oil Spill of 1993 very well. Not only was I
running the Sirata Resort Hotel in St Pete Beach, I was also the
President of the St Pete Chamber of Commerce. The ecological
damage was immeasurable, but so was the economic damage.
Strangely, when we have major storms hitting our coast, some
remnants of tar balls still wash up on our beach, 20 years later.
Apparently the oil is still there under 6-8” of sand. It takes time
for the oil to break down. Greg Nicklas, Owner Sirata
Beach Resort, St Pete Beach
I was working for The Agency on Bay Management. The
accident happened about 6am and by 7, a reporter for the
Tampa Tribune called to asked if I knew about the oil spill. I
turned on the TV and there it was.
I had a meeting in Bradenton. I crossed the Sunshine Skyway
Bridge and stopped at the top and could see the ship on fire. I
took photos that later were used by media around the nation.
Oil entered the Intracoastal through John’s Pass and did a lot of
damage to the three bird islands east of the bridge. So many
birds were affected there, that a second remote bird triage unit
was set up in Madeira Beach run by the Pinellas Seabird Rehab
Center who owned a mobile medical trailer created just for this
sort of bird related disaster.
I helped in John’s Pass, coordinating boats and volunteers for
about 3 weeks.” Peter Clark, President, Tampa Bay Watch

Peter Clark, Tampa Bay Watch

by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Do you remember the other oil spill in 1993? It was the largest
oil spill in Tampa Bay’s history. While much smaller than the BP
spill, this nearby disaster had far more impact on Tampa Bay
and our beaches.
On the morning of August 10th, 1993, three ships collided
between the Sunshine Skyway Bridge and Egmont Key. Two were
tug-assisted barges carrying fuel and oil. The collision resulted in
a fire on one barge, which took 16 hours to extinguish, and a
spill of over 32,000 gallons of jet fuel, diesel and gasoline and
about 330,000 gallons of heavy fuel. Luckily, no one was killed;
however, the fuel was dumped into the mouth of Tampa Bay,
near Ft. de Soto.
That spill was the first time a computer was used to predict the
movement of a oil based on wind, weather, and tides. Response
teams prepared. Crews with front-end loaders and basic hand
shovels were ready to pick up any oil on the beaches
Despite emergency efforts and favorable winds and tides, the oil
fouled 10 miles of beaches and caused injury to birds, sea
turtles, mangrove habitats, sea grasses, salt marshes, shellfish
beds, the water in general and bottom sediments. Pinellas
Beaches from Pass-A-Grille to Treasure Island were impacted.
Professionals and volunteers spent 18-hour days trying to save
hundreds of oil-soaked birds. “The oil is a toxin,” says Barbara
Suto. “A bird’s skin is very thin. So it enters their bodies and
starts to affect their internal systems.”
The beach cleanup was completed just prior to Labor Day. While
remnants of the disaster lingered (tar balls on some beaches), it
was obvious we were really lucky.
Twenty years later, we are better prepared and better equipped,
local officials say. The Coast Guard is required to conduct worstcase spill drills every three years, mobilizing agencies, industries,
and experts to test coordination and execution of response.
Boom equipment is kept in trailers at Coast Guard stations in St
Petersburg, Cortez and Sand Key. It is just a fraction of the
region’s first response arsenal, they estimate there are about
100,000 feet of boom in various hands around Tampa Bay. The
Coast Guard also has a large skimmer system in Port Manatee
that can extract up to 28,000 gallons of oily water in a little
over two hours.
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IT IS SWIMMING POOL TIME!

by David Oxley, Belleair Pool Service & Supply, Inc.
Swimming pool water should be tested for more than just
chlorine and pH. While these items are important for
proper sanitizing and swimming comfort, other parameters
are important for being sure the water is properly
“balanced”. Water balance in pool water is important for
proper disinfection and to protect the pool equipment
and/or pool surface from corrosion. Properly balanced
water is good for the swimmer and the pool.
Total Alkalinity provides a stable base of alkaline particles
so that pH remains controlled and easily monitored. We
don’t want the water too aggressive or acidic, which will be
corrosive to equipment and irritating to bathers.
Conversely, a high pH or alkaline pool keeps chorine from
working efficiently and causes the water to be saturated or
thick. This can cause scaling, staining or cloudy water.
Proper alkalinity is 80 - 120 parts per million (ppm).
Total Hardness or Calcium Hardness levels also provide
buffering between aggressive or corrosive pool water
and hard water conditions, which allows scale to build
on the pool surface, piping and other equipment. Proper
levels of hardness are 200 to 400 ppm.
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) is another parameter that
most people don’t test regularly. TDS should be tested
monthly, as it is the amount of dissolved particles in the
pool water that can interfere with the efficiency of pool
chemicals. Very high TDS can cause staining and
scaling, and keeps chlorine from sanitizing effectively.
TDS should never exceed 2000 ppm over fresh fill water,
except in salt generated chlorine pools where levels
should not exceed 5000 ppm.
All of these are important parameters to test and you
should contact your licensed pool professional for further
explanations and discussions.
If you need help with your pool, call David at 727-483-9671.

BLUFFS ANIMAL HOSPITAL
ANNOUNCES 2 NEW VETS.

Two new veterinarians joined the practice, located at 320
N. Indian Rocks Road, Belleair Bluffs.
Dr. Julie McDonald who grew up in
Houston, has practiced small animal
medicine in Houston, Dallas, and the Boston
area. She and husband Ken reside in
Harbor Bluffs with their son, daughter
talkative orange tabby, Cheeto. For fun, the
family enjoys trips to Busch Gardens and
Disney World and rooting for the Clearwater Threshers
from the berm seats at Bright House Field. Dr. McDonald is
a member of the American Veterinary Medical Assn. and
the Florida Veterinary Medical Assn.
Dr. Margaret Sermersheim was born and
raised in Louisville, Kentucky. She graduated
in 2013 from Auburn University’s College of
Veterinary Medicine, Summa Cum Laude. In
her spare time, she enjoys baking, reading,
gardening and anything involving the
outdoors. She has two cats Maxi and
Daphne, and bloodhound, Roger. Dr.
Sermersheim is a member of the American Veterinary
Medical Assn., the Florida Veterinary Medical Assn.,
American Animal Hospital Assn. and the Pinellas County
Veterinary Medical Assn.
Stop in and welcome them to the neighborhood!
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By Robert O. Polk, Fire Chief, and Marshall R. Eiss, Life
Safety Technician

PINELLAS SUNCOAST BREAKS
GROUND ON 9-11 MEMORIAL

On June 7th, Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Rescue District
(which serves Belleair Beach, Belleair Shore, Indian Rocks
Beach , Indian Shores and the Oakhurst area of the
mainland) held a groundbreaking on the site of the 9-11
Memorial. Father Robert Wagenseil, of Calvary Episcopal
Church and chaplain of Pinellas Suncoast, blessed the site
and the groundbreaking.
Pinellas Suncoast has been working on this project since
2009 when fire departments across the country were
offered a piece of steel from the World Trade Center. Then
Fire Chief Russell Livernois, and Indian Rocks Volunteer
Firemen’s Association President Marshall Eiss, wrote a letter
requesting a piece of the structure. In 2011, Fire Chief
Robert Polk was notified that the piece of steel would be
made available to Pinellas Suncoast. The piece was
shipped to the fire station, and a committee was formed to
acquire the funds necessary to build the monument. It was
decided that a cookbook containing recipes submitted by
the firefighters, volunteers, CERT members and their
families would provide the funds needed to construct the
monument. 800 cookbooks were ordered and funds were
raised by the donations for the cookbooks and from
various fundraising events in the communities. Any funds
raised in excess of the memorial cost will be donated to
the Fallen Firefighters Foundation.
Committee Chairman Robert Hill designed the monument
and contacted local artist, Vince Anthony, to create the
metal work around the steel. The monument will pay
tribute to all the victims of the attack through four distinct
design elements. The shape of the reflection pool will be in
the shape of a pentagon, there will be a piece of stone cut
in the shape of the Pennsylvania keystone mounted on the
front of the pool, and of course, the World Trade Center
steel will be wrapped by a stainless steel American flag.
Anthony, a local artist with a specialty in sculpture and
mixed media, was contacted by Hill and when asked if he
would do the project said “How could I say no?” Anthony
has a gallery in Madeira Beach and his work can be seen
at www.VinceAnthonyFineArt.com
The monument is scheduled to be finished and a
dedication ceremony is to be held on September 14th at
the fire station, which is located at 304 1st Street, Indian
Rocks Beach.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

AS I REMEMBER KEEGAN CLAIR

by Bob DiNicola, previous Mayor of Indian Rocks Beach
Keegan Clair was an eight year old boy who had
leukemia and was in need of a bone marrow transplant.
One day Will (Keegan father who was one of our
policeman) came in City Hall to inquire about having a
spaghetti dinner to raise money for Keegan's operation.
Crabby Bill happened to walk in and the receptionist
asked him if he could help. He said if they could get me
involved he would. We had a committee meeting with
Crabby's sons, Matt and George. Then, we went out
and sold tickets door to door and did radio and
newsprint ads. The event was held at the VFW Hall
(inside and out). We had rides, auctions, prizes ect. All
of the food was paid for by Crabby’s and his employees
volunteered to cook and serve. Crabby Bill ended up
paying them, because that's the kind of person he is.
Governor Bob Martinez and other dignitaries came by.
Keegan loved the food and ate more than he had in
weeks his Mom said. By the end of the day, we had
raised $50,000. Sadly, Keegan passed away before he
could have his surgery. The Commissioners decided to
name the park after Keegan Clair in his memory.

PREPARING YOUR BEACH HOME
FOR HURRICANE SEASON

by Eric Meyer, Dynamic Property Services, Inc.
New building codes have addressed issues safeguarding
homes against high winds and rain exposure during tropical
storms and hurricanes. However, homes built prior to these
codes, without impact resistant doors, windows, garage
doors, and additional roof and structural attachments could
be vulnerable to serious damage or collapse.
There are many things you can do to safeguard your home:
• Trim all trees and shrubs and check the drainage
around your house. Be prepared to move yard furniture,
umbrellas, etc. that can be blown and cause dangerous
penetration to your home or others.
• Install an anchor system for larger outdoor items that
can not be moved or stored indoors.
• Caulk all windows, doors, flashing and soffits. Regular
painting of the exterior of your home will help seal your
block or wood and help prevent water intrusion.
• Check your roofing and exterior decks to make sure they
are not in need of repair. Waterproofing these now can
save your home and prevent costly damages.
• Make sure you have temporary protection, such as
hurricane panels ready to be installed if you do not have
high impact resistant windows and doors.
• Replace your garage door with a high impact resistant
one, or strengthen your existing garage door. This is a very
large opening that can be penetrated by high winds
causing internal pressure to build upward to your roof and
outward to your exterior walls, causing serious damage.
• Have your roof trusses inspected, and add extra
reinforcement wherever possible.
• Install a backflow protection device in your sewer line.
• Install an electrical transfer switch to hook up your
generator for emergency power.
Remember: your home’s exterior “protective barrier”. Is
very important, so give it the attention it needs.
For a free consultation by a licensed and insured contractor ,
contact Eric Meyer at 727-744-0123 or ericmeyer@discover
dps.com. Dynamic Property Services, Inc., specializing in interior &
exterior renovations, additions, and new construction. Visit
www.discoverdps.com (6-05-09) crc 1328909.

Business News....
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DEJA NEW BOUTIQUE This new consignor,
specializing in women’s fine apparel and accessories,
offers a bright, friendly shopping experience featuring a
dynamic inventory of current fashion clothing,
handbags, shoes, jewelry and perfume. They cater to
women sizes 2 to 24. Owned by Patty Jannarone, it is
located at 1495 Indian Rocks Road S., 1 1/2 miles
south of West Bay Drive in the space formerly occupied
by Across The Pond. New items arrive daily and they
offer new markdowns after only 30 days. They are
planning a Sip-N-Shop Sale June 19-22. Visit
www.DejaNewBoutique.com or call Patty at 216-3321.
_________________________________________________
NOLAN CHIROPRACTIC MOVED Dr. Kim Nolan of
Indian Rock’s Nolan Chiropractic moved, but not far,
only about 50 feet down in the same plaza at 14th
Avenue. Now she is next to Pinky’s Ice Cream, in a much
larger space. If you need her services, call her at 2691808. www.NolanChiropractic.com.
_________________________________________________
MORE LAUNDRY OPTIONS USA Laundry, a new coin
laundromat, is opening soon next door to USA Grocery.
It is owned by Nazih who also owns USA. It will be open
day and night, 7 days a week and is located at 1211
Gulf Blvd at 13th Avenue.
___________________
RAD BIKES The bike
store in the plaza at
14th Avenue has
reopened under new
ownership. Previously
Life’s A Beach Bike,
now it is Rad Bikes
and is owned by
Nate and Laura
Whittle. They sell,
repair and rent bikes
and sell bike related
merchandise. Call
them at 754-4940.
___________________
STILL UNDER CONSTRUCTIONS Bay Life, a men and
womens clothing and accessories store, is under
construction in the Beggin’s Plaza. It should open soon.
_________________________________________________
MORE NEWS If you have news or suggestions
appropriate for this newsletter, Let us know. Our email is
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or you can call 517-1997.

More Business News....
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MUNCIE MARKETING
FOR SALE The large
building at 415 2nd St.,
near Plumlee Realty, may
soon be a hotel, or
something else. It is a
6,100 square foot
concrete building on
slightly less than 2 acres.
The property has been
promoted as a site for a
future hotel and the
owner has held discussions with several national chains,
who have an interest in the site. Local guidelines allow up
to 96 rooms there now. There is an option pending. For
more information, call 542-0998.
_________________________________________________
SPLASH OPENS Indian Rocks Beach has a great new
boutique with an assortment of footwear, sunglasses and
bags for residents and visitors alike. Splash Boutique,
started and managed by Peggy Gustin, is a friendly
marketplace featuring such brands as Lindsay Phillips,
Dolce Vita, Buxton, San Diego Hat Company and several
others. All the great treasures are available from 5-8pm
Monday through Friday, and 10am – 2pm on Saturdays.
Located in Keegans Plaza, feel free to visit while you wait
for your table at Keegans or before enjoying the beach
on the weekend. The store is owned by one of the
owners of Clever Training next door.
_________________________________________________
LIZ IS BACK After 38 years in the business and a four
year sabbatical for health reasons, Liz Seither of Executive
Preferred Properties is back working full time. After many
years in Clearwater and Clearwater Beach, Liz now has a
new office in Indian Rocks Beach located at 107 13th
Avenue on the corner of 13th Ave. and Gulf Blvd, next to
USA Grocers. Liz loves the rental & sales market. Give
her a call at 461-6000 or visit ClearwaterBeachFL.com
_______________________________
SEVEN YEARS OF RADIANCE
Radiance MedSpa just celebrated
their seventh anniversary, and Tiffany
Donizetti has been with them since
they opened. Tiffany, a clinical
esthetician and Medical Assistant,
performs medical grade chemical
peels, Thermage,
Microdermabrasions, Liposonix. She
helps patients with their skin and
choosing the right treatments and skincare to achieve the
desired result. Here are some of her thoughts on her job:
“It’s been amazing to see the business grow into what it is
today. In the last seven years, Stephanie has always made
me feel a part of the business and not just like an
employee. I'm so happy to be a part of such a wonderful
establishment for this long.
I love helping people and building relationships with them.
My mom always told me you know you found the right
job when you would work even if you weren't paid. I found
that at Radiance Medspa. I find myself and hanging
around even after my work day. It's not just a job, it’s a
family at Radiance. Stephanie has made it into just that.
The highlight of my last seven years here has been when
Radiance Medspa won business of the year in 2013!”
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INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION NEWS

2013 HAPPY HOURS
Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
July 11: JD’s August 8: Salt Rock
These FREE Happy Hours are 6 - 7:30 pm the second
Thursday of the month. Visit IRBhome.com for info.

NEW HAPPY HOUR CHAIRMAN

With the June Happy Hour, the
Homeowners welcomed their new Happy
Hour Chairman, Kimberly Nolan. Kim,
an Indian Rocks resident, owns Nolan
Chiropractic on Gulf Blvd.
RECENT DONATIONS - At the Annual
Meeting the Homeowners voted to
donate a portion of the proceeds from
their recent events to a few different causes:
Beach Community Food Pantry - $1000
Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Rescue District 9-11
Memorial Fund - $1000
Indian Rocks Historical Museum sponsorship of two
displays, the Early Beach Recreation Exhibit and the
Community Spirit Exhibit - $1000 for both
Indian Rocks Beach Flag Retirement Ceremony - $300
DOG BAG DISPENSERS For the last two years, the
Homeowners, in co-operation with the City, has been
conducting a test project to recycle old plastic grocery
bags for residents to use when picking up their pet waste.
A wooden stand dispensing the old bags, built and
installed in Kolb Park, was well received. Because the
project was so successful, 10 additional stands were built
by IRB resident Dennis Schnierle, who donated his labor.
They are being installed throughout the city in our parks.
Everyone is encouraged to put their old grocery bags
inside the displays for others to use. While the used
grocery bags will still be thrown away, not really recycled, it
will keep purchased dog bags out of our landfill. This year
the city budgeted $6000 to pay for dog waste bags.
Grocery bags are FREE! That is a $6000 savings.
BOAT CLUB NEWS There are no meetings during the
summer, they will resume in September. Here are the
upcoming boat club events:
July 4th: Island Party prior to Fireworks
August 11: Three Rooker Island Party
August 31: Geckofest in Gulfport
September 21: End of Summer Island Party
The IRB Boat Club, part of the Indian Rocks
Beach Homeowners Association, is free to join. Call Bob
Griffin, 727-517-1997 for more information.

Earlier this month, members gathered at Caladesi Island
for a day of food, drinks and fun.
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HURRICANE PET PREP

by Dr. Matt Facarazzo DVM Indian Rocks Animal Hospital
It’s that time of year again - Hurricane season. Although the
"big one" is rare here, being prepared for your furry loved
ones is something we all need to focus on, sooner than later.
Pinellas county offers three pet-friendly shelter locations,
although service animals are allowed in any public shelter. If
your shelter doesn’t allow pets, feel free to call Indian Rocks
Beach Animal Hospital or any boarding facility located
outside restricted flood zones, i.e. OFF the beach. This
checklist will help you have the essentials when evacuating.
- Have a folder containing copies of all your pets pertinent
info (vaccine history, major medical history), a current photo
and information sheet including your info, pets info, and
veterinarian info
- Make sure all vaccines are current. If a storm is brewing
and your pet is due for their annual shots, updating a month
or two early may be in your pets best interest.
- Pack a 30 day supply of any medications your pet may be
on. Also pack two months worth of heartworm and flea
prevention. This is important. Mosquitoes are common after
storms and can spread heartworm disease.
- Secure a pet carrier big enough for your pet to stand and
turn around. Keep the folder of pet and medication info in
the carrier until you are ready to put your pet inside. Then,
tape the folder to the carrier so you don’t lose it. For cats,
pack a small pack of litter, litter scoop and small litter box.
- Pack portable pet beds and a towel or pair of clothing with
a familiar family scent.
- Always keep a list of "pet friendly" places with your other
emergency supplies and most importantly PLAN EARLY.
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Donna Valery and volunteers that helped create the exhibits

NEWLY RENOVATED MUSEUM OPENS!

The historical museum has reopened, with expanded
space and all new exhibits. Visitors will enjoy a very visual
experience, with selected “Big Shot” images and a wide
range of photographs, postcards, maps, and other
graphics that bring history to life.
The exhibits include interesting artifacts that are reminders
of popular attractions from the past, such as the
Polynesian-themed Tiki Gardens. A giant replica of the
“Kahuna” tiki god is a highlight of that exhibit. Other
memorable landmarks that are represented include the
old swing bridge, the Big Indian Rocks Fishing Pier, and
Pueblo Village.
Visitors will learn that “Indian Rocks” originally referred to
an area that included the mainland near the Narrows and
much of the island that is now Indian Rocks Beach, Indian
Shores, and Belleair Beach. A whole-wall timeline overlaid
on a beach scene gives an overview of the community’s
history.
A featured exhibit on the Tocobaga Indians includes
artifacts found in the area and the beautiful artwork
“Tocobaga Fishing” by Hermann Trappman.
Other topics include beach creatures (large sea turtle
replica), businesses, hurricanes, beach attire and more.
The Mystery Shipwreck exhibit features artifacts found at
Indian Rocks Beach that indicate a shipwreck offshore.
Museum hours are 10 am. to 2 pm Wednesday through
Saturday. Check out the website at www.IRBmuseum.com.

IS YOUR CAR SAFE?

by Kevin Crotts, Owner operator of "The Shop".
Florida does not have a safety inspection program in
place. As an auto repair shop owner, I see a lot of
vehicles come in my shop with worn out steering and or
brake components that I would deem unsafe to drive.
Ball joints, steering rack and pinions, tie rod ends, are
all critical components of a vehicle's steering system.
Brake lines/hoses, calipers, wheel cylinders and master
cylinders are all key components of your braking system.
All of these parts should be inspected periodically for
wear and or leakage.
I ride motorcycles and it scares the heck out of me
sometimes when I see a vehicle come in to "The Shop"
with a steering or brake component about to fail that
would result in the loss of steering or brakes. This is
even true for vehicles that don't get driven a lot. Over
time, all parts do wear, fatigue, and can eventually fail.
This is why it is important to take your vehicle to a
reputable shop for oil changes. Most shops will inspect
theses items as well as other important safety
components during a routine oil change at no extra
charge. "The Shop" does a 30 point inspection, inflates
the tires to the correct pressure, and tops off the fluid
levels with every oil change. Call 474-3796 for info.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

RETIREMENT IS FOR WRITING

Indian Rocks resident and fiction
writer, Tim McGee graduated
from college with a double major
in Political Science and History.
He wanted to be an attorney but,
a year as a Legal Clerk changed
that. Instead, he worked in the
pharmaceutical industry for 27
years. He and his wife Ruth,
moved to IRB’s 20th Parkway in
2009, and he retired a year later.
“Pharmaceuticals is very high-stress,” says McGee. “I was
ready to do something else. I have always liked to write,”
he says. “In the beginning, I wrote short stories and even
wrote a book in 1993. When we moved to IRB, we were
discussing my retirement, but I am only 53. I needed to do
something, not just fish or golf. I still had a desire to write.”
“Last year, Ruth and I took a trip to England, her home
country. We took a three-day side trip to Normandy to view
the D-Day invasion area. That is where I got the idea for
my book, Worthy McGuire. Though fiction, it is based in a
historical background. After we returned home, it took nine
months to actually write the book, . Typically I spent five to
seven hours a day, Monday through Friday, writing.”
The main character in the book is a World War II veteran
who was at Normandy during D-Day. After the war, he
returned to America and became a successful businessman,
but his family relationships suffered. The story begins when
at 88, he returns to France to fulfill a promise made during
the war. With no real emotional connection to his two
grandchildren, he needs their help during the trip and
reluctantly invites them to join him on his journey. They
travel from Michigan to France and discover the mysterious
reason for the trek, while trying to rebuild their family.
“Publishing the book was an education, in more ways than
one,” says Tim. “Nowadays, writers do not necessarily have
an agent. Many authors, like me, are self-published. I
worked through iUniverse.com. They were a big help. They
counseled me in the writing process and taught me about
copyrighting and registering for an ISBN number
(something all books have to have).
“Ruth volunteered to be my sales and marketing director.
That frees me up to work on my next book,” Tim says.
Worthy McGuire is for sale on Amazon. A hard copy is
$20, a soft cover $15 and the eBook is $4.
Tim McGee will be holding a book signing for Worthy
McGuire, at Slyce Pizza on July 8th from 6-7:30pm.

LET’S GET READY TO BUNDLE

By Phil Wrobel, Independent Insurance Agent
By now, you have probably seen the advertisements
from Progressive about bundling your auto, home,
motorcycle, and boat policies. Until recently, this was not
available in Florida. Great news - Florida Best Quote
was just chosen as one of the top 5%, of all Florida
Insurance Agencies to offer bundled policies. With the
cost of insurance in Florida rising, this is another great
way I can save you money on your policies. In the last
newsletter, I also wrote about the advantages of splitting
your homeowners from your wind policy while getting
better coverage and saving money. Now with the

bundling possibilities, you can save even more. Please
call me and let me give you a free analysis of your
present policies.
Florida Best Quote is a consumer driven Insurance
agency started by a former realtor who knew there was
a better way to provide home and condo insurance. In
the last 6 years, Florida Best Quote has become one of
the areas most referred and trusted insurance agencies.
save even more. Please call me, 727 584-9999 and let
me give you a free analysis of your present policies.
Let’s get ready to Bundle!!! Call today for a ‘Florida Best
Quote’!

ACTION
2000
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LANDSCAPE PROJECT AT THE NATURE PRESERVE
After months of planning and preparation the landscape
project at 10th Ave and the Nature Preserve is nearing
completion. Action 2000 will have contributed
approximately $15,000 towards this beautification project
on Gulf Blvd.

The next step will be some low voltage night lighting to
make the project complete. President Eric Meyer, Vice
President, Julie Folden, and Life Member/Founding Father
Ralph Montgomery of Action 2000 worked diligently along
with the City to make this project a reality.
OKTOBERFEST
PLANNING
CONTINUES
Our list of dedicated
companies
supporting
Oktoberfest and the
community of Indian
Rocks Beach
continues to grow.
Along with
Homebanc our Event
Sponsor, and Tampa
Bay Newspaper, our
media sponsor, Kinderfest, which is a special part of the
day's activities for families ane children, is being
sponsored by Plumlee Gulf Beach Realty, a complete
service real estate company serving our community since
1989. Special Thanks To Plumlee Gulf Beach Realty for
Sponsoring Kinderfest 2013, with free activities for the
children of our community to enjoy from 11am-2PM.
Also, a special thank you to Crabby Bill’s Seafood and
Colorfast Printing and Graphics for their participation each
year in this premier event.
For information on how you can help support your
community and make a local marketing and advertising
commitment to benefit your company please visit our
website at www.oktoberfestonthebeach.com or contact
Don Bishop 813-220-2574 for sponsorship info, Jo
Nocera 727-452-6016 for Silent Auction Donations and
Ron Sacra 727-6424032 for Vendor Opportunities.
This year along with our DJ Mark Ralston, we will have
music throughout the day provided by DeLeon
Entertainment Group. We look forward to another
successful community event!
Have a safe and Happy Summer, Eric Meyer, President,
IRB Action 2000 727-744-0123 www.irbaction2000.com
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A STAMP OF APPROVAL

By Lee Tong, Beach Community Food Pantry volunteer

Saturday May 11th brought the spirit of community to the
area as the National Association of Letter Carriers joined
forces with the United States Postal Service in the 21st
annual food drive to “Stamp Out Hunger.” Letter carriers
delivered grocery bags to residents early in the week, hoping
they would be left by mailboxes on Saturday packed with
food. The food was collected by letter carriers and taken to
the Beach Community Food Pantry for sorting and to be
distributed to those in need.
Letter carriers, hot and tired, performed their normal postal
routes on Saturday. In addition to delivering the mail, they
picked up the grocery bags filled with nonperishable food
items. The carriers collected one hundred and eight mail
tubs filled with bags containing cans of fruit, vegetables,
soups, and beans. Carriers noticed that people who had
not put out food in previous years had elected to do so this
year. Our generous area residents also provided jars of
peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti sauce and mayonnaise to help
fill pantry shelves. Letter carrier Sharon Langlais
commented that this is one of the most gratifying days of
work for her and that it is great to see our community
giving so generously.
As the trucks arrived at Calvary Episcopal Church where the
Food Pantry is located, they were greeted by Father Bob,
Pantry leader Chuck Pond, Treasurer Curtis Williams and a
smiling Pantry marketer Kim Soltis. Indian Rocks Mayor R.B.
Johnson, Fire Chief Robert Polk, Pinellas Suncoast and Fire
Rescue workers, members of the Indian Rocks Volunteer
Firemen’s Assn. and their Emergency Response Team, CERT,
carried heavy tubs of food into the reception hall where

volunteers waited.
Over twenty-five
volunteers of
various ages, were
guided by Peggy
Pond. Church
members from
both Calvary
Episcopal and
Church of the Isles,
plus a few patrons
of the Pantry,
helped sort the food into categories. Suzanne Brown of
Slyce Pizza Bar stepped in to help. Foods were boxed,
labeled, stacked and prepared for distribution, ready for
when the Food Pantry would need it.
The Beach Community Food Pantry would like to extend
sincere thanks to each person who participated in the fight
against hunger. Thank you to our letter carriers Danny
Green, Sharon Langlais, Mary Ann Gavin, “T” Tomey and
Sabrina Hoback who worked overtime to help our
community. Also, many thanks to the U.S. Postal Service
and companies such as Valpak, Publix, Campbell Soup,
Feeding America, and AARP who helped sponsor the event.
While the food drive was a huge success, please remember
the Beach Community Food Pantry still needs your support.
The number of patrons visiting the pantry seems to increase
along with the prices of the foods needed to keep our
shelves stocked. If you forgot to put out your food, please
feel free to drop it off at the Beach Community Food Pantry
located at 1615 1st Street in Indian Rocks. The Pantry is
open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10AM until
Noon.

