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st. Jerome church has its
roots in indian rocks
by Bob Griffin, Publisher
St Jerome Catholic Church started in Indian Rocks
Beach in 1951. Monsignor Thomas Colreavy, then
pastor of Clearwater’s St. Cecelia Church began their
first celebrations of mass in Indian Rocks Beach’s
American Legion Hall, home to several
denominations, because it was available to anyone
who wanted to rent the building.
In the beginning, St Jerome’s membership was about
25 families. Most of the attendees were retires, but
membership kept growing. By 1954, mass was held in
the City’s Auditorium and in the nearby Fire Station.
In 1954, Msgr. Colreavy purchased two acres of land
north of 5th Avenue (Walsingham Road), at the foot of
the Walsingham Bridge, where the old GTE building
sits today, in an area is known as Haven Beach.
The campus included a cottage, large garage and a
boathouse. The monsignor lived in the cottage and
mass was held in the garage in the beginning years.
This site became the first official gathering place for
the Catholic family first known as the Indian Rocks
Parish.
A church social in the late 1950s, at the St. Jerome’s IRB location
on the Haven’s Beach canal at the foot of the Walsingham Bridge.
On January 4, 1956, the monsignor announced to
Archbishop Hurley, that the Indian Rocks Beach Parish now existed. Father William Carroll, from St Pete Beach, was
appointed pastor. By now, over 100 families were attending mass. Within two years, attendance had grown to 740. In 1957,
anticipating future growth, the Diocese purchased 20 acres of land on Hamlin Blvd.
Shortly thereafter, Father Carroll, in failing in health, requested a replacement. Father Roman Gromala became the second
pastor for St Jerome Church. He saw the need for a larger building and began to raise money for a new building. The plans
called for a building that could seat 600 people, plus a social hall and kitchen that held 250 people. The hall could also be
used for classes. The estimated cost of the facilities was $150,000.
Ground breaking took place on Pentecost Sunday. The first mass was celebrated in the church at midnight Christmas Eve in
1960. The darkness was illuminated by car headlights and flickering bulbs attached to temporary generators. The church as
dedicated by Archbishop Hurley on January 15, 1961. In less than ten years, they had grown from a handful to a church full.
The larger pyramid shaped worship hall, now on the property, opened on July 15, 1982. Farther Gromala served as pastor for
23 years. Monsignor Brendan Muldoon took over for him in May of 1983. Under Monsignor Muldoon’s guidance and
leadership, the church added space for a new school in the early 1990. New offices were built in 2004. Prior to that, staff
operated out of a double-wide trailer.
Today, Jerome is home to almost 3,000 families and 7,000 parishioners. Monsignor Muldoon continues as pastor, living in
the small cottage on the north side of the property. “For over
fifty years, the people of Indian Rocks Beach and the area
have given of their time, talent and treasure to build up the
Body of Christ in this part of the Lord’s vineyard,” says
Monsignor Muldoon. “Ultimately, we thank God and His
Blessed Mother for having us.”
After undergoing another expansion, on December 17th, the
new main entrance opened.

1960 - The new church on Hamlin Blvd. under construction
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neXt issue is march
Do you need another copy of this
newsletter? Ask for them at USA
Grocers or any IRB realtor's office.
This newsletter is printed every
other month and survives on
local advertising. Please support
the people advertising here. If
you are an IRB resident wanting
to advertise, you get a discount.
We also offer discounts for
advertising in our other issues,
Madeira Beach, Belleair Area
Downtown St. Petersburg and
our Clearwater Beach.
Call us to advertise in the next
issue. For more information, or
to read our other issues online,
visit BeachNewsletters.com

citY manaGer - Chuck Coward
maYor/citY commission . 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Phil Hanna Vice Mayor • Cookie Kennedy
Terry Wollin • Daniel Torres
City Manager, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-2517
Chuck Coward
Building Department: . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Don Weigner
Planning & Zoning: . . . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Danny Taylor, Dir.
Public Services: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
Dean Scharmen, Dir.
irB LiBrarY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-1822
Next to City Hall
M-F 10-5pm, Tu-Th 7-8:30pm, Sat 10-1pm
irB historicaL museum . . . 593-3861
Across from the Post Office
irB homeoWner assoc.. . . 517-3131
Becky Griffin, President - IRBHome.com
Bob Griffin - Boat Club . . . . . . . 517-1997
Beach art center . . . . . . . . 596-4331
Next to City Hall, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd
Post oFFice / IRB. . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Avenue 33785, Near Crabby Bill’s
Mon-Fri 8:30A-4:30P; Sat 9A-12:00P
irB rotarY
www.Indian-Rocks-Rotary.org
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
action 2000
Eric Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
Beach Food PantrY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm
4h cLuB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 582-2597

LittLe LeaGue . . . . . . . . . . . . 735-4574
chamBer oF commerce
Gulf Beaches. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
aa & aL-anon meetinGs . . 595-1038
eLectricitY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
Phone (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
Phone (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
caBLe (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
seWer / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
trash / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------emerGencies: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
sheriFF non-emerGencies 582-6200
sheriFF disPatch . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
irB Fire station . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------countY inFormation . . . . 464-3000
commission oFFices . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
state:
Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411
Republican, District 13
8940 Seminole Blvd, Seminole 33772
Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Jim Frishe . 727-518-3902
Republican, District 54
125 Indian Rocks Rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLorida united states senators:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area united states rePresentatiVe:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, FL 33772
www.house.gov/young

CaLEnDar OF LOCaL EVEnTS
january:
Public School Starts
3
Little League Sign up Begins
7
Qualifying Begins City Elections
9
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
12
Qualifying Ends for City Elections 13
Beach Art Center Welcome Back Show 13
Martin Luther King Day
16
Boat Club Meeting
19
Heritage Village Pinellas Folk Festival 28
Boat Club To The Pub
28
Florida Preference Elections
31
FEBruary:
Beach Art Center Monte Carlo Night 4
Super Bowl
5
Meet the Candidates, if needed
6
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
9
Florida State Fair Begins
9
Little League Opening Day
11
Final Day to Register to Vote
13
Community Clean Up
13-15
Boat Club Meeting Jimmy Guanas 16
Blood Drive IRB Post Office
17

Winterfest on the Rocks
18
Presidents Day
20
Beach Art Center Still Life/Acrylic 24-26
Boat Club Island Way Grill Brunch 26
Leap Year
29
MarCH:
Bling Fling Action 2000
2
Beach Art Center Watercolor Wkshp 2-4
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
8
Beach Art Center Watercolor Wkshp 9-11
Boat Club Intracoastal Clean Up 10
Daylight Savings Time Begins
11
City Elections if needed
13
Boat Club Meeting Jimmy Guanas 15
Beach Art Center Watercolor Wkshp 16-18
Green Fest at COTI
17
Heritage Village Quilting Day
17
St Patricks Day
17
Great America Clean Up
17
Spring Begins
20
Honda Grand Prix
23-25
Boat Club Salt Rock Grill
24
Spring Break Pinellas Schools 26-30
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Did You Know....
coti ice cream PartY
COTI School has been a
preschool for many years. This
school year, they expanded to
include kindergarten and
elementary classes. Now with
142 children enrolled, they
held a Scholastic Book Fair
fundraiser to buy more books.
Their goal was to raise $1500.
Principal Brian Hirsh
challenged the kids that if they
met their goal, he would let
the kids turn him into an ice
cream sundae, complete with
chocolate sauce, caramel,
cherries and sprinkles. It
worked. They raised over
$3,000, and Mr Brian true to
his word followed through with his promise. We aren’t sure
he enjoyed it, but we know the kids did!
_________________________________________________
sea BLues chanGes dates The popular Sea Blues
Festival held in Coachman Park last May has been
moved to February 18-19. The concerts are free. Get
more information at www.MyClearwater.com.
___________________________________________________
it is aLmost FLu season That means time for your
annual flu shot. It is a good idea to get one if you older or
have immune problems. Once again, you can get your
shot at CVS or Walgreens, or you can call your doctor.
___________________________________________________
LarGest Parade in recent memorY The 2011
IRB Holiday Lighted Boat Parade was one of the best and
largest parades in its 25 year history. The parade, this
year with 28 boats, is coordinated by the City, with
employees Joan Johnstone and Randy Schwab
organizing it each year. The City’s Executive Committee
would like to thank all the sponsors, judges, participants
and civic organizations involved including the IRB
Homeowners Association who donated $1500.
___________________
LittLe LeaGue
chamPs West
Pinellas Little League
brought home two
championships last
fall. The WPLL Major
Angels (shown here)
were the district 12
tournament champions
and finished the
season undefeated.
Also, the AAA Rangers
won the district 12
AAA Tournament. The
WPLL plays most of
their games in IRB and
is a small league. To
be this successful against much bigger leagues is a
major accomplishment. Dates for Spring Baseball
registration are January 4th and 11th, from 6 - 8pm at
Largo SW Rec Center and January 7th and 14th from 12
- 2pm at Beef O'Bradys on Walsingham. Information can
be found at www.eteamz.com/westpinellas.
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eXecutiVe
committee
Behind the
scenes, IRB has a
committee that
meets once a
month to
coordinate all
the city activities
and events.
Called the IRB
Executive
Committee,
members are
representatives of each local civic organization, plus two city
employees. The Mayor and the City Manager also attend.
Pictured here is this year’s committee members from left to
right standing: Bob Griffin - IRB Boat Club, Bruce Sobut IRB Rotary, Becky Griffin - IRB Homeowners Assoc. , David
Shankweiler - Beach Art Center, Jean Scott - Friends of
Library, Randy Schwab - city employee, Jo Nocera - Action
2000 and Mayor RB Johnson. Seated are Donna Vallery Historical Museum and Joan Johnstone - city employee.
_________________________________________________
dredGinG cLearWater Pass This fall, the City of
Clearwater voted to dredge Clearwater Pass. It is difficult
for boaters, especially the charter boat operators, to
navigate the channel. The dredging was scheduled for
September, but the Corp of Engineers planned to use
their new dredging boat, being built in New Orleans.
This year’s Mississippi floods closed the factory and
stopping the boat’s construction. Now they anticipate the
dredge being in our area mid-January. Dredging will
take about 3 weeks. The cost of the project depends on
the amount of sand removed, but is estimated to be
between $500,000 and $700,000.
_________________________________________________
theY are cominG soon There is empty nest
syndrome in IRB, but not for long. The baby Ospreys are
coming, soon. There are usually two waves of hatchings.
One occurs in late December, early January. A second
one occurs 6-8 weeks later, in February or March. In
2011, there was no early nests, probably due to the cold
December weather. Ospreys mate for life. Normally you
see the male osprey staying near the nest, while the
female takes off for weeks or months. They may fly as far
as South America, but they return to their same nest to
lay their eggs. Last year, IRB Ospreys laid their eggs
around mid-January. They normally hatch 36-42 days
later. We saw babies around March 1st and they flew the
coop in early April. See a live osprey nest on camera at
www.DunedinOspreyCam.org.
___________________________
sWim across the BaY
On January 8th, a local IRB
sports enthusiast will participate
in a 5K swim across Tampa
Bay. They will start on the
Pinellas side, near Gandy
Bridge, and swim to Tampa’s
Picnic Island, although It will be
no picnic. The temperature of
the water should be just about
65 degrees. Her father, John Thayer, will accompany her by
kayak. This fundraising venture benefits the Navy Seal
Foundation, who supports wounded and fallen Navy
Special Warfare personnel and their families. Anna has
been training daily for three months. Donate to her attempt
at www.IMathlete.com/donate/AnnaThayer.
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Real Estate News

2012 reaL estate:
BackWard & ForWard
By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate
Doiron Realty on the Beach
LOOKING BACKWARD
In 2011, there were approximately 221 real estate sales in
zip code 33785: 178 condo/townhomes and 43 single
families. That is a slight uptick from 215 sales in ’10 and
212 sales in ’09. It is 56% MORE than the 142 sales
reported in ’07, which can hopefully be established as the
“official bottom”--at least in terms of units sold.
The average sale price of homes and condos in Indian
Rocks/Indian Shores has stabilized over the last two years:
$342,000 in ’11 and $345,000 in ’10. Prices have
returned to just above ’02 levels when the average sale
price was $325,000. The biggest price drop occurred from
’08 to ’09 when average prices backed up 35%
($519,803 to $336,822).
The foreclosure deluge we braced for last fall arrived as a
slow trickle. Lenders “easing” delinquent properties onto
the market instead of opening the floodgates averted
sudden impact. This “gentler” approach allowed prices to
stabilize in the short run, but will likely cause the
foreclosure effect to drip like water torture a few years
longer delaying appreciable recovery.
In 33785 last year, 36% (80) home/condo transactions
were distress sales…up slightly from 34% (73) in ’10 and
31% (66) in ’09. It is a far cry from ’08 when only 10%
were in trouble. The good news is that distressed
properties sold at approximately 89% of list price in ’11,
on par with their non-distressed counterparts. This is a
slight decrease from ’10, when foreclosures, short sales
and bank-owned properties sold at 91% of list.
LOOKING FORWARD
What will 2012 bring? Those fixated on the economy
project a tough year. Forty-four percent of all Florida
homeowners are underwater. The state added 70,000 jobs
but lost 63,000, keeping unemployment high. All that
aside, three leading economists predict a mini-real estate
recovery of sorts this year.
Fortunately, there are still a ton of reasons to buy property
here: weather, beaches and lack of a state income tax.
Boomer retirees in the Midwest tend to prefer Gulf Coast
over East Coast and see current prices as their only chance
to afford their dream home near the beach. This has
already produced some “bidding wars” on the lower end
of the spectrum, where properties with multiple offers sold
above asking price.
We’ll never quit whining about the dip in property values
since the 2005 heyday. But, even with the estimated 44%
drop in the average sale price from ’05 to ’11, the net
gain for those who have owned 10 years or more is still
far better than the return on most other investments. Living
in a great community is merely a bonus.
Source: Pinellas County Multiple Listing Service

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

ProVidinG a Better Park sYstem

by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
It’s no secret that the past few years have been
challenging ones for Pinellas County. Residents,
companies and your local government have felt
the impact of the Great Recession. While the
news has been difficult, we have been able to get
away from it all with a quick splash in the Gulf of
Mexico, eating lunch in a shady spot or walking
on the Pinellas Trail.
Even these pristine places have seen the effects of budget
cuts. Full trash cans, unmowed grass, and less-thansparkling restrooms have been the not-so-pleasant result of
budgets slashed 56% and a 54% reduction in workforce.
To help return the parks to their sparkling potential, the
Board of County Commissioners voted to enact a $5 parking
fee at three of the county’s largest waterfront parks – Fred
Howard in Tarpon Springs, Sand Key in Clearwater and Fort
De Soto south of Tierra Verde.
For this daily parking fee, visitors can visit any of these three
parks. No feeding the meters. No setting an alarm to give
you a head’s up when your parking ticket is about to expire.
Had enough of one park and want to visit another? No
problem. The fee is good for all three venues for that day.
Want to leave the park and come back later that day? The
pass is still valid.
As with any other new program, there are a number of
persistent rumors circulating. To help dispel some of the
more frequently-heard myths, here are some key points to
keep in mind:
• All of the money collected will stay with the park
department for enhancements. A capital improvement fund

will be established to pay for restroom and picnic shelter
upgrades. The remaining 60 percent of the funds collected
will be used for general maintenance and upkeep across the
entire park system.
• Parking fees will not be collected at other county parks. So,
waltz into Walsingham, slide into Sawgrass Lake, tiptoe into
Taylor or visit any of the other parks, and park for free all
day. At Howard Park, visitors not headed to the beach will
still be able to enjoy the amenities away from the beach
access area free of charge.
• If you choose to walk or bike to these three parks, there
will be no parking fee. Just lock your bike, lay your beach
towel down in the sand and apply a quality sunscreen.
• While many residents are questioning the wisdom of
charging parking fees at beach access points in the first
place, parking fees at areas such as this are not a new
concept. Most of Pinellas County’s beach access parks and
Sand Key Park have had parking meters for years. Visitors
can expect to pay up to $1.50 an hour for access at places
such as Clearwater Beach or St. Pete Beach. And, a visit to
Honeymoon Island will cost you $8 per car.
An annual parking pass can be purchased for $75 to allow
parking at your favorite park. The price is reduced to $55 for
seniors. The more times you visit, the more money the pass
can save you. With the holiday season upon us, this may be
just the thing for that hard-to-buy-for person on your gift list.
For information about how Pinellas County’s park system or
the parking passes, visit www.pinellascounty.org/parks or call
(727) 582-2100.
With the parks once again putting their best foot forward,
residents and visitors should prepare to be awed by Pinellas
County’s beautiful surroundings.
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saVe moneY on homeoWners
insurance Wind mitiGation
insPections
by Ken Peterson, Indian Rocks Beach resident
In today’s economy, homeowners are looking to save
on everything, including their homeowner’s insurance.
There are many practical steps you can take to lower
the amount you pay each month in windstorm
insurance. One way is by getting a wind mitigation
inspection. During this inspection, professionals will
determine whether or not you can qualify for a lower
insurance rate. Most existing houses have one or more
wind resistive construction features and may qualify for
some insurance discounts without making changes to
the home. This can be as simple as the shape of your
roof. In addition, houses built after 2002 have many
wind resistive construction features and will likely
qualify for even more credits. These credits are based
on a wind mitigation inspection. When doing a wind
Mitigation Inspection, they will look at shape of the
roof and the bracing of the gable ends, the roof deck
attachment, if there is secondary water resistance, the
roof covering, the doors, the protection of openings,
and how the roof is connected to the walls. The dollar
value of the discounts depends on three primary
factors: The number of wind resistive construction
features present on your home, the value of your
home, and the location of your home. Some individual
features may qualify for significant discounts and
others only a few percent. Wind rates vary by location
within the state. Contact your insurance
agent/company to determine the potential value of the
discounts for your home, as each company offers a
different discount schedule.
Ken is an independent insurance agent with Florida
Best Quote Insurance.Contact Ken at 727-584-9999
or Ken@FloridaBestQuote.com. Florida Insurance
license W039404.

2012 caLendars aVaiLaBLe
2012 marks the eighth
year the Plein Aire
Cottage Artists have
produced the Indian
Rocks Beach cottage
calendars. Mary Rose
Holmes and Helen
Tilston, both IRB
residents, along with
Violetta Chandler have
been painting together for years.
These limited edition 2012 calendars feature original
art of nearby cottages and other recognizable areas.
The calendars cost $20 and can be purchased at: The
Beach Library, Welcome Center, Kooky Coconuts, The
Cookie Cutter Salon, Cafe de France, Sandy’s
Restaurant and Largo‘s The Coffee Mill
Proceeds from the sales are donated to Action2000
and the IRB Historical Society and Museum. To order
large quantities, call 813-294-3373.
The Plein Aire Cottage Artists were selected for the
Gift of Food program this past Christmas. This all
volunteer, student led group raises funds to buy food
for the Religious Community Services (RCS) Food
Bank. The artists designed a special Christmas card
was used in their annual fundraising drive.
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rotarY neWs

“SERVICE ON THE ROCKS”
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach is promoting the
John J. Todia Gleaning Project and seeks the assistance of
residents with fruit trees.
Gleaning is the traditional, Biblical practice of gathering
crops that would otherwise be left in the fields to rot, or
be plowed under after harvest, and using them to feed
the needy. Gleaning avoids waste and feeds the hungry.
Fruit you would otherwise throw away, or leave for critters
to pick over, will be used to provide vitamins and nutrients
to those who might otherwise go without fresh fruit.
Due to the dramatic increase in the number of people
seeking food assistance, similar projects have been
started by Rotary Clubs and community organizations in
California and other states along the west coast. John J.
Todia, who passed away earlier this year, brought the
idea to our Club a few years ago. It was John’s goal to
provide more fresh food in community food banks, to
reduce the amount of produce wasted in our community,
and to build community bonds and awareness. He is
missed by all but his goals can still be achieved.
The Rotary Club will provide boxes for participants to fill
with their excess, ripe citrus. Coordinating pick-ups with
ripe crops is always difficult. Some trees may already be
past their prime for this year. For the next few months,
weekly pick-ups will be scheduled for Saturday mornings.
When you call your local Rotarian, you indicate the
number of boxes you need and when your crop will be
ready for pick-up. The Club will then pick-up the boxes
and deliver them to the Community Food Pantry or other
local food banks. To avoid liability or property damage
issues, the Club requests that owners pick their own fruit.
However, arrangements can be made if someone is
physically unable to harvest their own fruit.
Visit us on line at www.indian-rocks-rotary.org to learn
more, order boxes and/or coordinate a pick-up date.
Share your good fortune and harvest with those in need.
It’s good for your trees, it’s good for your yard and it’s
great for your community.
The Rotary Club of Indian
Rocks Beach held its “Big
Game Drawing Party” on
Sunday, Dec. 11th. Miss Beauty
and the Beach, Morgan Harms,
drew the Mike Washington’s
winning ticket. Mike from Lutz,
Florida was the lucky winner of
two tickets to the Super Bowl, 4
nights lodging in Indianapolis
and $1000 cash. The event, held at Beef ‘O’ Brady’s on
Walsingham Rd., is a major fundraiser for the local and
international programs the Club supports. The club uses
the money for humanitarian and educational aid
including Anona, Bauder, Oakhurst and Ridgecrest
Elementary schools, the Beach Community Food Pantry,
the Beach Art Center, the IRB Historical
Museum and many other local organizations.
If you would like to be part of a fun and
friendly organization that serves the local
community, the nation and the world, The
Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach invites you to visit us
any Wednesday morning at 7:15 AM. For more
information, call (727) 403-4060 or visit www.irbrc.com.
Help us make a difference. "Your first breakfast is on us!"
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Restaurant News....
more shade Tapas
Garden Restaurant has
added a new patio
roof. The new modern
outdoor canopy is
another improvement
to this unique IRB
restaurant. You can sit
under the canopy and
listen to live music on
the south patio or
watch a game on the
big screen. Get more info at TapasGarden.com.
_________________________________________________
seaBreeZe isLand GriLL Set to be open by midJanuary, Seabreeze is owned by the owners of Crabby
Bill’s. The waterfront dining experience is located in the
former Shells / CiCi’s Pizza location in Redington
Shores. With island infused cuisine, and featuring an
extensive wine list and 15 desserts on the menu, it will
be very different from Crabby Bill’s.
They plan weekly rotating specials and
an
extremely attentive wait staff.
___________________________________
Lunch returns Slyce Pizza Bar is
serving lunch again. You can choose from
one of their 20 specialty pizzas, their or
one of their six specialty salads as this
Antipasta being held by Chef Jonathan
Bursfield. They offer free dinner delivery.
___________________________________
on the rocks, aGain On The
Rocks, located just north of JD’s Restaurant reopened
before Christmas. David Lee is still the owner. The
manager and staff are taking steps to reopen all three
sections. Live music will once again be part of the patio
scene.
_________________________________________________
mike’s neW taP house In the same parking lot as
Mike’s Pizza, at 14475 Walsingham Rd., Mike’s Tap
House has opened with 36 beers on tap and 15 TVs. They
have no kitchen,
but bring food over
from Mike’s Pizza.
The restaurant / bar
is owned by IRB
residents Mike
Dodaro and
nephew Sal and
Jennifer Dodaro.
_________________
neW PiZZa Vito’s Pizza opened recently in IRB In
addition to gourmet styled pizzas, they have appetizers,
salads, burgers, Italian pasta and gourmet chicken
dinners. They are located at 1511 Gulf Blvd, next to
Century 21/ Beggins. Owner Yaylaci, previously owned
Ali Baba Grill in Clearwater Beach. You can eat in, take
out and they delivery. Call them at 408-5261.
_________________________________________________
7th annuaL chiLi cook-oFF If you have the best
recipe for chili or just like to eat it, plan to attend
Backwater’s 7th Annual Chili Cook-off Sunday, January
29th. The cook off will be held inside their restaurant at
1261 Gulf Blvd in the Shoppes of Sand Key. See their
website at BackwatersOnSandKey.com or call owner
Larry 517-7383 to participate
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sLim neW Year
By Stephanie Schlageter, Medspa Director
It’s that time of year again - the time of
year when we take a good look in the
mirror and set our goals for the year
ahead. For many, that look in the mirror
after enjoying a joyous and plentiful
Holiday season reminds us that we have
some work to do before swimsuit season
arrives again. While diet and exercise are always the
best approach to getting the shape you want back,
many people find over time that these good old
fashioned efforts just don’t do the job anymore –
especially on certain stubborn body areas.
Whether you have genetics or a past pregnancy to
thank for that “muffin top” or those “love handles”, you
can rest assured that you are not alone in your
frustration. More than 17 million people in the US get
some sort of cosmetic procedure each year, and the
second most popular of these procedures is Liposuction.
Essentially invented the late 1970s, Liposuction has
been established as one of the best solutions for
removing unwanted fat from targeted areas of the
body. For decades, many Liposuction procedures have
required general anesthesia, an overnight stay at the
hospital or surgery center, and significant downtime
from work and/or normal activities.
But, Liposuction has come a long way in the last several
years. Advances in medical Laser technology have
introduced Laser Lipolysis, also known as Laser
Liposuction, and over the last decade, many
“traditional” Liposuction procedures have been replaced
with this newer approach. SlimLipo is one of the latest,
most advanced liposuction Lasers, manufactured by
Palomar Medical, a world leader in medical Lasers.
Through a few tiny skin incisions, the SlimLipo Laser
melts that stubborn fat and tightens the skin with the
patient wide awake - no general anesthesia required.
What’s more, because the SlimLipo Laser fiber is so
small (2.9mm diameter) and gentle, scars and
downtime post-procedure are minimal to none –
patients can literally return to work and/or normal
activities the very next day. And results from SlimLipo
are dramatic – on average, patients lose 1-2 clothing
sizes in a single treatment.
Sound like something that might help you achieve your
New Year’s goals? Dr. Erika Francis performs the
SlimLipo procedure at Radiance Medspa in Belleair
Bluffs. Dr. Francis has over 3 years of experience
performing SlimLipo procedures at Radiance Medspa
and serves as a national trainer for the SlimLipo
procedure, training other physicians on the procedure.
At Radiance Medspa, consultations are always
complimentary. Visit www.radiancemedspa.com for
more information on SlimLipo and the full list of other
services offered at Radiance including BOTOX,
Juvederm, Fraxel, and Thermage.
Radiance Medspa is located at 2894 West Bay Drive in
Belleair Bluffs. 727-518-7100.
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tWinkLe, tWinkLe christmas
LiGhts, noW What?

by Ivy Slotnick, Wired Island
One of the best things about holiday season is the
beautiful, festive lighting. A favorite tradition when I was
growing up was to load up the family car and go out for a
drive to see all the lights. Who hasn’t experienced a little
case of the blahs after the tree, decorations and lights are
taken down? After the new year our homes and
neighborhoods become somewhat dark, bland and dull.
Well, there is a very smart way to enjoy the year round
glow of lighting. Properly designed outdoor lighting
artistically illuminates your home, its architectural features,
walkways, landscaping, palm trees, lanai, outdoor decks,
pool, spas, and waterfronts. And, lights aren’t just white
anymore. Modern options include colorization as well.
Many objectives can be accomplished with a carefully
installed outdoor lighting system including: Safety –
Security – Beauty – Nighttime Usability – Energy Efficiency.
Safety: Outdoor landscape lighting not only beautifies, but
also ensures safe passage throughout your property.
Properly lit pathways, driveways, stairs, decks, docks, and
patios help prevent slips and falls and ensures a safe and
enjoyable outside experience.
Security: Most homeowners keep a light to show potential
intruders that somebody’s home but true security is
enhanced by effective lighting surrounding your home.
Today’s landscape lighting can be connected to special
astronomical timers or automation systems that will allow

you to relax and know that your lights are coming on based
on local sunsets or your established lighting schedule.
Beauty: One of the most compelling reasons for landscape
lighting is to beautify the outdoor areas of your home,
adding mood, drama and curbside appeal. Correct use of
lighting will selectively reveal beauty that already exists on
your property, and dramatically accentuate your home and
landscape. Florida’s year-round palms and foliage come
alive at night with the use of properly placed lights.
Nighttime Usability: Lighting will also extend the usable
square footage of your home by expanding your living
space into the outdoors creating new areas for entertaining,
relaxing, even watching TV under the stars. With light you
can create a nighttime putting green, meditation zone,
reading area… the opportunities are endless.
Energy Efficiency: Today’s outdoor lighting can be installed
utilizing low voltage and LED systems. Benefits of installing
the newer lighting technologies include freedom from
upkeep and maintenance since LED’s possess an extremely
long life. Remarkable energy savings of up to 75-90% over
traditional lights are realized as well.
So, don’t wait for Christmas 2012 to light up your home
again. Consider permanent landscape lighting to give your
home and grounds the spotlight it deserves year-round.
Ivy Slotnick is co-founder of Wired Island, 727-596-6030, a
local full-service design/build company specializing in LED
Landscape and Interiors Lighting, Motorized Shades, Whole
House Music, Home Theater and more. Their latest project
includes the LED and color-changing, 12th Avenue Park
and Pergola Lighting on Indian Rocks Beach.
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Four stePs to a
simPLer FinanciaL LiFe
For many residents of the beach communities, financial life
seems to be getting more complicated. Perhaps that's
because more workers bear responsibility for their own
retirement savings thanks to the proliferation of 401(k) and
other plans. Or maybe it's because there's so much
information and so many investment choices to sort
through. Whatever the case, here are some suggestions
that may help to simplify your financial life.
1. Start with a Plan - A little time spent planning now can
benefit you later. First, determine short-term financial goals.
Do you want to purchase a home in five years? Is buying a
car a top priority next year? Next, think about long-term
goals, such as saving for retirement and, if your children
are young, college expenses. Estimate how much money
you'll need to meet each of these goals.
2. Build a Better Budget - Look at your current monthly net
income and then set up a budget. Creating a budget allows
you to see exactly where all your money goes and to
determine where you can scale back. After making cuts,
invest that money to help pursue your financial goals.
3. Invest Systematically - Take time and guesswork out of
investing with a systematic investing program. With mutual
funds, for example, you can make arrangements to
automatically invest a specific amount of money regularly
(e.g., monthly), a strategy also known as dollar cost
averaging.* In addition to making investing easier, dollar
cost averaging could potentially save you money. You'll buy
more shares when prices are low and fewer shares when
they're high. Over time, the average cost you pay for the
shares may be less than the average price.
4. Rely on an Investment Professional - While the financial
world is far more complex than it was a few years ago, you
don't have to go it alone. Think about tapping into your
investment professional's expertise before making major
change in your investments. I’m here to help you evaluate
how new tax rules and changing market conditions may
affect your portfolio and, in turn, your financial goals. Call
my office today, Noelle Daniel Wealth Management, to
schedule a meeting 727-408-5209. We are located at
1201 Gulf Blvd., Suite 101 in Indian Rocks Beach.

Securities and Financial Planning Offered Through LPL Financial- A
Registered Investment Advisor-Member FINRA/SIPC
*Dollar cost averaging involves regular, periodic investments in
securities regardless of price levels.You should consider your
financial ability to continue purchasing shares through periods of
high and low prices. This plan does not assure a profit and does
not protect against loss in declining markets.

haPPY neW Year From the
Beach art center
As we look forward to a prosperous 2012, the Beach Art
Center is anticipating changes in keeping and growing
membership and relevant programs in challenging times.
We launched a new website at (www.beachartcenter.org)
and are in discussions about how to step up our presence
in social networking. There has been a first meeting for a
possible arts alliance of small arts organizations in central
Pinellas and the beaches to explore co-operative means of
expanding our reach. Upcoming class and workshop
offerings and registrations are strong. 2012 looks very
promising after some difficult years.
Looking back on 2011, there is much to smile about. The
Center revised and adopted new of bylaws in March, and
offered a successful and fun six-week Summer Art Camp
tailored for children 6 to 18 years. Also in the summer, the
Beach Art Center hosted a regional summer exhibition of
works from the Florida Artists Group, a statewide group of
professional artists. The Beach Art Center hosted the
Professional Association of Visual Artists (PAVA) Annual
Members’ Exhibit from September through October.
Aside from our traditional Monte Carlo Night fundraiser
and springtime Beauty and the Beach Art Festival, the
center presented its first annual Beach Art Center Bluegrass
Festival in May, a promising new fundraiser.
We look forward to bringing exciting classes, events and
workshops to the community. Monte Carlo Night will take
place Saturday, February 4. This great party and casino
style event is limited to 200 tickets, for sale at $35 apiece
(includes $50 of ‘funny money’). Enjoy a full evening of
delectables and libations at a full cash bar, Roulette, Black
Jack, Texas Hold ‘Em Poker and Horse Racing. A silent
auction and live auction of unique and desirable items of
art, opportunity, travel and memorabilia compliments the
action. It is a major fundraiser for the Beach Art Center
and an event not to be missed! See you there!

PineLLas FoLk FestiVaL
a centenniaL ceLeBration
Listen to dozens of the Tampa Bay area's premier folk
musicians on traditional folk, gospel, country and
bluegrass music on stages throughout the Village!
Sponsored by the Pinellas County Historical Society, from
10 am - 4 pm on January 28. It is free to children under
12, with a suggested minimum donation of $5 per
adult. Heritage Village, 11909 125th Street N. Largo.
582-2123; www.pinellascounty.org/heritage.

© 2011 Standard & Poor's Financial Communications. All rights reserved

PineLLas suncoast Fire & rescue Lost Friend & FireFiGhter James G. FehL
Our beloved friend and co-worker, James Fehl, died November 30, 2011, as a result of injuries
sustained in a vehicle crash.
James joined the District as a Volunteer while attending Seminole High School. When a tornado hit
Largo, he was hooked on emergency work; and after the re-entry tragedy of the space shuttle
Columbia, James helped to search for shuttle parts in Texas. He even cleared roads for Florida
Power after Hurricane Andrew hit Florida.
James was known for the number of years he spent as a “Wildland Specialist.” He was sought out
for his specialist skills and fought fires throughout the United States for the Department of Forestry. In
2000, Fehl became a helicopter crew rappeller with the U.S. Forest Service; and after finishing with
the 2002 fire season in the west, he was offered a position with Pinellas Suncoast. James joined the Fire District on
October 21, 2002, as a firefighter and EMT.
Pinellas Suncoast has lost a dear friend known for his infectious laugh and broad smile. He served the District and our
communities with honor. He will be sorely missed. A memorial fund has been set up to help his family. Donations can
be made at Wells Fargo to the James Fehl Memorial Fund. It will be greatly appreciated.
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2011 – GoinG, GoinG,
Gone But not ForGotten
By State Representative Jim Frishe, District 54,
December has arrived bringing with it the
prospect of numerous happy holiday
celebrations. It is a month many of us
celebrate specific observances. It is month that when we
say Peace on Earth and to many of us these sentiments
seem a little more meaningful. When we wish our friends,
neighbors, and others “Happy Holidays” our mood is more
mellow and are thoughts more sincere.
It is the last month of the 2011 year. It is a time when we
reflect on the past year and on the pros and cons that have
occurred.
From the legislative aspect, 2011 had both ups and downs
as every year does. Our budget deficit is still project to be
approximately 1.7 billion dollars in spite of the precautions
taken these past several years. Yet, we have been able to
meet our constitutional obligation of a balanced budget.
2011 was a year when our jobless rate was higher than in
past years. It was also the year in which we finally started
to experience a decease in that jobless rate (especially over
the last month or so). Florida Job Creation (Private Sector
vs. Government) since January of 2011 through September,
2011 shows 110,300 jobs created in the private sector and
a decrease of 17,900 jobs in the government section
according to the National Bureau of Labor Statistics.
During 2011 we passed bills that assisted our citizens in
many different areas. One bill we passed was the
Prescription Drug Bill. This bill addresses the astronomical
problem Florida has been faced with concerning

prescription drug abuse by citizens in the State of Florida
and by others coming to Florida to pick-up prescription
drugs , take back home and sell.
To honor our Florida Veterans, we created the Florida
Veterans’ Hall of Fame which is to be administered by the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs.
In honor of local “fallen officers” we passed The Fallen
Officers Memorial/Road Designations Bill honoring Sgt.
Thomas J. Baitinger, Officer Jeffry A. Yaslowitz, Officer
David S. Crawford, Officer Jeffrey A. Kocab and Officer
David L. Curtis.
We revised the law regarding educator performance
evaluations, salary schedules and contracts.
The Legislature rewrote requirements and procedures for
background screening of the individuals and businesses that
primarily deal with our vulnerable populations.
We held 26 meetings in different citys throughout the state
this past summer to take direct input from anyone wishing
to address the redistricting issues with the members of the
various Redistricting Committees.
December 31, 2011 brings to a close 2011. It serves as a
reminder that the 2012 Legislative Session is about to begin
and we will again be faced with various issues that will
need to be resolved. Some of these issues will affect our
entire state and others will affect a smaller section of our
state residents.
In closing, I would like to say that my wish for each and
everyone is that 2012 will bring us a year with major
difficulties being resolved, a year of goodwill and, yes, a
year of Peace On Earth. Farewell 2011 and Welcome
2012 and May God CONTINUE To Bless America!
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animaL hosPitaL oF LarGo
ceLeBrates 50 Years oF heLPinG Your Pets
The Animal Hospital of Largo, at 13902 Walsingham, has
seen many pets come through their front door. In
December, they celebrated their 50th year, or 350 years
dog years.
The Animal Hospital has had three different owners. Dr.
Burton Anderson, from Minnesota, originally opened it in
1961. He bought the land on Walsingham when a realtor
showed him plans to extend Ulmerton to Walsingham. The
first building was only 1200 square feet. Since then, it has
been enlarged three times.
“Then Walsingham was a two lane road,” Anderson says.
“It was quite different. The area where Publix is was just a
large empty field. CVS was Walt’s Gas Station. Walgreens
sits on what was Harry Ulmer Jr.’s The Palm Garden
Restaurant. That was actually a tourist attraction. The area
was surrounded by nothing but orange groves,” Anderson
continues. “But in December of 1962, we had a big
hundred year freeze and most of the groves were hit hard.
Many were cut down to start the building of subdivisions
and strip centers. My first customer wanted his dog, a
cocker spaniel, clipped. We did not even have water
turned on yet, and we did not normally do clipping. But, it
was our first customer, so we said yes. We had to take the
poor dog next door to borrow water and wash the dog.”
In March of 1977,
Anderson sold the
practice to Dr Dean
Moentman, who had
moved here from Illinois
when he grew tired of all
the snow. He started with
just himself, but
eventually there were
three and half full time
doctors. He also hired an
assistant, Debbie who he
later married. One
associate liked to work
with birds, so they started Dr Moentman, and his wife Debbie.
getting bird business.
Another associate worked with horses, and they got a lot
of horse related business. “Seminole had a lot of horse
owners back then,” Moentman says. “We had the bulk of
the business for a while. Only Bluff’s Animal Hospital in
Belleair Bluffs has been around longer,” he continues.
Eventually, Oakhurst Vet Hospital opened, and then Dr.
Matt Licht opened the IRB Animal Hospital on Indian
Rocks Beach in the mid-80s.
Dr. Moentman sold the practice to Dr. Michael Banull in
2005. Four of people Moentman hired still work there Linda, Amee, Melissa and Rikki. Dr. Moentman and his
wife Debbie still only live about 2 miles away, in Seminole.
Dr Michael Banull, DVM, has been in practice for 14
years. He was a North American consultant of Veterinarian
for Pfizer Animal Health and still consults for Pfizer as their
local tranquilizer and sedation expert for West Florida. The
practice boasts internal medicine capabilities including
ultrasound, laser surgery and laser therapy. They recently
added Dr. Sephanie Jourdenais to their practice. In 2010,
they added the Pet Boutique, a retail outlet next door. They
offer house calls, pickup and delivery service, plus regular
educational programs. Recently, the Animal Hospital of
Largo became accredited by AAHA, the American Animal
Hospital Association, their finest honor.
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From the desk oF sheriFF BoB GuaLtieri

new Year’s safety tips
As the holiday season wraps up and
everyone begins settling into 2012, many
will make resolutions for the New Year.
These commonly include lifestyle changes
like eating right, getting more exercise or a
promise to stop smoking. I think we can all
agree that anything we can do to improve
our health is a good idea, but this year why
not make some resolutions to improve our personal
safety too?
The first step in reducing the potential for becoming a
victim of crime is to educate yourself on some basic crime
prevention techniques. The next step is to use those
techniques while at home, when in your car, and while
you are at work or school.
When you are at home take a look around and search
for ways that a burglar might enter or gain access to your
belongings. What is vulnerable? Is the garage door
standing open? Are your doors and windows locked? As
the weather gets cooler, an open window or door could
be an invitation to a criminal. Even if you are at home, a
burglar or thief may not be deterred by your presence.
Get in the habit of closing and locking the doors behind
you when you arrive. Close your garage door after
parking to protect valuables like tools, lawn and
gardening equipment, bicycles and other sporting gear.
Similarly, the single most important tip for protecting your
vehicle is to lock your doors. The vast majority of vehicle
burglaries occur when vehicle doors are left unlocked.
Often times thieves will select a parking lot or residential
neighborhood and check car doors until they find the

unlocked ones. Eliminate the opportunity. Also, take the
time to take valuables out of plain view and secure them
in the trunk. Purses, electronics and cash left visible could
send the wrong message and welcome a break-in.
While at work remain alert for suspicious activity or
people who may be attempting to blend into the office
crowd. Before allowing a stranger to move freely
through your office, question their presence and verify
that they are authorized to be there. Keep purses, wallets,
and briefcases secure at your desk when possible. If you
work in a business that handles cash, think about how to
react if a robbery were to occur. It is unwise to resist,
instead focus on activating a silent alarm if one is
available and you can do so safely. Once the danger has
passed, and law enforcement has been contacted, if
possible,-quickly jot down anything you may remember
about the suspect’s appearance. A good description will
go a long way and significantly improve the chance of
identifying the suspect later.
Whether traveling across town or across the country, the
key to safety may be as simple as taking a few basic
precautions and exercising some good common sense.
Always remain aware of your surroundings and steer
clear of anything you think could be a potential threat to
you or your family’s well being. Be sure to park in well lit
areas; look for suspicious people loitering nearby before
getting out of your car; take well travelled roads; and
take the time to report suspicious activity.
By making a resolution to follow a few simple crime
prevention techniques you can truly have a safer new
year. Spread the word, share your plan with family and
friends and perhaps they too will make the same
resolution. In turn you will be helping us in “Leading the
Way For A Safer Pinellas.”

irB Boat cLuB neWs

Some members at a
Caladesi Island Party

recent events
The Club entered James Ratz’
boat FATAL ATTRACTION in the
Veterans Boat Parade held,
November 12 in Madeira
Beach. The club decorated his
40 foot charter boat that has a
30 foot fishing tower and won
Fourth Place. They also used
the same boat in the Indian
Shores/Redington
Lighted Boat parade
winning second Place
and Indian Rocks
Beach Lighted Boat
parade winning Third
Place.

They have recently published their upcoming events for
the next year which include:
Boating to Lunch at the Pub Saturday, January 28
Members will be docking at the new Clearwater Docks
for Sea Blues Festival - Saturday & Sunday,
February18-19
Boating to Brunch at Island Way
Grill - Sunday, February 26
Island Way
Grill 2011
Spring Intracoastal Clean-up
Saturday, March 10
Boating to dinner at Salt Rock
Grill Saturday, March 24

The club meets inside Jimmy Guana’s at the
Holiday Inn Harborside at 6pm on the third
Thursday of the month. The next meetings
are January 19 and February 15. You do not
have to live in Indian Rocks to be a member
and there are no dues. For info E-mail
BoatClub@IRBhome.com, or call Bob Griffin,
517-1997. See more pictures and a
complete list of event dates at IRBhome.com.

Veteran’s Parade
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Business Briefs....
irB cYcLes
moVed Adam
moved his bike
shop again. First,
he was in the
Sand Dollar Plaza,
then in the Shell
Station and now
he is at 1401 Gulf
Blvd, near Pinky’s
Ice Cream. His
shop is designed
in a beachy, tiki
hut motif. Adam
and his crew sells
and services all
types of bikes and they sell bicycle accessories.
_________________________________________________
WiLLiam dean chocoLates oPens The new
chocolate store is in the Belleair Bluffs Shopping Center.
Bill Brown of William Dean Chocolates opened his
doors around Thanksgiving. Actually, there are two
doors. One is a retail store, and the other is the
cappuccino cafe with about 10 chairs on the east end of
the shopping center. These are the same Chocolates
that are seen on Home Shopping Network and on his
web site at www.williamdeanchocolates.com.
_______________________
FiVe Years oLd In
December, Nekton Surf
Shop celebrated five years
in IRB with a big street
party. Owner and world
class surfer Cory Lopez was
in town to sign autographs.
He was recently nominated
for Surfer Magazine’s Tube of the Year Award. They also
raised funds for the Suncoast Surfrider Chapter.
_________________________________________________
LaundrY oPeninG There is finally going to be a
laundromat in Indian Rocks, again. IRB Laundry is under
construction at 2300 Gulf Blvd, next to Sandy’s
Restaurant. Owners Bob Hale and his wife will offer both
coin operated machines and Wash/ Dry and Fold drop off
service. They plan 15 washing machines, some 25lb and
some 50lb. Look for them to be open in the early spring.
_________________________________________________
Gas is Back The Shell Gas station at 501 Gulf Blvd
has reopened, and they sell gas now. Owner Piyush
Shah is working on getting licenses for cigarettes, beer,
wine and lotto.
_________________________________________________
animaL hosPitaL oF LarGo ceLeBrates
50 Years
Their staff
wants to
thank you
for
allowing
them to
treat your
pets for 50
great
years!
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indian rocks Beach
homeoWners
association neWs

2012 HAPPY HOURS
Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
Jan 12: Crabby’s Loading Dock Feb. 9: The Pub
These FREE Happy Hours are 6-7:30 pm the second
Thursday of the month. Visit IRBhome.com for info.
The Homeowners Association has had a great year with
many great events and projects. We would like to thank
everyone that has made our Association, and our events,
so very successful including our Board of Directors and all
the many volunteers that keep our events going. Here is just
a short list of some of the things we did in 2011.
Projects partially or fully funded through our event:
- Bought Community Christmas Tree’s New decorations
- IRB Holiday Lighted Boat Parade donation
- City of IRB employee spring cookout sponsor
- Bought Osprey platform in Nature Park
- Flag Retirement Ceremony donation
- Bought Beach Recycle container stands
- Beach Boxes for Troops
- Funded 12 Ave Park Lighting and Pergola Project
- Little League team sponsor
- Donated Coastal Clean-Up Banner
Contributions to the following organizations:
- SPCA - $200
- Beach Food Pantry -$2500
- Seminole Warhawk Marching Band -$500
- Grace House & Help A Child Toy Drive - $500
- Morton Plant Mammogram Voucher Program - $2000
annuaL toY driVe and christmas sociaL Thank
you to all who attended our Annual Holiday Toy Drive &
Happy Hour on Thursday, December 8th! Century 21
Beggins, 1511 Gulf Blvd., provided an amazing evening of
fun, music and Christmas cheer and the Red Lion
graciously donated a couple of kegs of beer for the event.
This was Beggins first year as host and they really kicked
the event up a notch. We danced, sang, partied and
collected a ton of toys, including the $500 of Wal-mart Gift
cards the Homeowner’s Association donated, that put
smiles on many little deserving faces this season. The best
news is Beggins has invited us back again next year.
hoLidaY street Parade Many of the Homeowners
members rode with us during the IRB Holiday Street Parade
on Sunday, December 4th. Everyone had a great time, and
during the Santa party enjoyed the
pizza donated by Slyce.
conGratuLations to Tiffany Vinci
of Seminole, winner of over $600 in
gift certificates from participating
vendors in our Taste of IRB Raffle!
Thank you to all who bought tickets.
Beach BoXes For trooPs The
second shipment of boxes went out
in November. If you know someone
stationed overseas, e-mail info@irbhome.com or call
(727) 517-3131 and we will add them to the mailing list.
meet the candidates February 6th, 7pm. The
Homeowners will be hosting this in the City Hall
Auditorium, if a city election is needed in March.
FoLLoW us on FaceBook get all the news, see
photos, read what your neighbors have to say, find out
about events and more at Facebook.com/IRBHomeowners.
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the historY oF
PineLLas countY:
aFter the seParation
By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Pinellas County celebrates its 100th
anniversary on January 1, 2012. Many
people were involved, and many steps
taken to convert our area into a its
own county. This is the final part of the
story that began in the last issue.
After being a part of Hillsborough
County since it was officially formed in
1834, Pinellas County won the right to
become a separate county in
November 1911. The first Pinellas
County election was held on
December 15 and the elected county
commissioners were: F. A. Wood from
St Petersburg, S.S. Coachman from
Clearwater, O.T. Raisback from St
Petersburg, L.D. Vinson from Tarpon
Springs and J. T. Lowe from Ozono.
Also elected was a school board, clerk
of the circuit court, a sheriff, county
judges, a superintendent of schools, a
tax assessor, a tax collector, the county
treasurer, a superintendent of
Pinellas County’s First Courthouse, erected in January 1910 on the site of Clearwater’s
registrations, and the county surveyor. Peace
Memorial Church on South Ft. Harrison Ave. The building cost $3750. Gathered
in front are various County Commissioners and elected officials.
Pinellas officially became a county on
January 1, 1912. But that was not the
1917 that Clearwater was the site and it would stay there
end of the struggles. Leaders in St Petersburg were not
for a minimum of twenty years - 1932.
happy with the results of the county election. They
While arguments went on and on about where to locate
accused Clearwater leaders of playing politics to obtain
the county seat, the commission also had to govern.
control of the new county. They claimed Clearwater
Needing new roads were an important issue, but there
politicians manipulated the election so that three
were arguments about that, too. When the St. Petersburg
commissioners were elected from the upper half of the
commissioners started pushing to build good roads, the
county - they would vote together. As a result, the two St
Petersburg commissioners were out voted on almost every upper Pinellas group voted against it. They finally came
to an agreement and started building a system of roads
important issue because it conflicted with the Clearwater
out of a base of marl. They were not good, but it was
contingent’s plans.
better than anything they had ever had before. By 1915,
The large battles were over the designation of the county
after $715,000 bond issue, the building of brick roads
seat. The St Petersburg contingent wanted to prevent
began. Two years later, the 75 mile highway system, that
Clearwater from having the Courthouse. On April 3,
created a network of nine-foot wide brick roads, was
1912, the County Commissioners voted to levy a 5-mill
completed. It was a rough ride, but the government was
tax to build a courthouse and jail in Clearwater. The St
proud of their new brick roadway.
Petersburg commissioners immediately fought against the
The first County Commission started the process of taxing
tax. The three upper county commissioners ignored them
citizens and providing services throughout the county.
and voted to build a wooden building costing $3,750
(shown above.) The county treasurer, who was not part of New schools were built; bridges to the beaches were
added, and
the Clearwater group, refused to pay for the building
a new
saying there were no funds for that purpose.
permanent
Then in 1913 and 1914, the county seat controversy
Courthouse
became more heated. Petitions were circulated asking the was built in
commissioners to call for an election and allow the voters Clearwater,
to decide where they wanted their county seat. Noel
where it
Mitchell, an well known real estate developer, and future
stands today.
St. Petersburg mayor, offered to give them an entire city
Little by little,
block in his Courthouse Subdivision on First Avenue N.
the County
Government
After years of wrangling, the commissioners finally called
started to
for a general election to approve a $160,000 bond to
build a courthouse and jail in Clearwater. On February 3, transform a
1916, even though residents of St Petersburg voted 3 to 1 frontier into
what we
against it, it was passed 485 to 439. The results ended
have today.
up at the State Supreme Court, who ruled in March of

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

action
2000
neWs
eLections
Action 2000 held their annual elections and the executive
board for the coming year is as follows:
Eric Meyer, President
Julie Folden, Vice President
Diana Busboom, Treasurer
Jo Nocera, Secretary
We are very appreciative of all the spirited volunteers that
helped with events, fundraising, and beautification projects,
and look forward to new members joining in on Action
2000 activities this New Year.
saVe the dates For 2012 action 2000 eVents
“Bling Fling Dinner Dance” - March 2nd, 2012
Our annual
dinner dance,
(in lieu of our
valentine dinner
dance) will be
held at the
Holiday Inn
Harbourside
banquet room.
Tickets are
limited and will
Bling Fling Dinner Dance
go fast! They
planning committee
are on sale at
city hall, see Joan Johnstone; tickets are $45.00 per
person which includes a plated dinner served, and music
by the fabulous entertainment group kaleidoscope.
Details of the event are on a flyer in this month’s
newsletter, and can also be seen on our website
irbaction2000.com
Contact Donna Valery 517-0517 for any information or
questions regarding this event.
Arbor Day Event - April 26, 2012 Details to follow.
“Oktoberfest” - October 13, 2012, Kolb Park 11am-7pm.
This spring is the perfect time to get involved with the
planning of this great one day event. Please contact Diane
Flagg if you would like to be more involved with this event.
Donation We were happy to present the Calvary Food
Pantry with a $1,000 donation on behalf of action 2000
to help during the holiday season.

Action 2000
Board members
Julie Folden
and Jo Nocera
present $1,000
check to the
Calvary Church
Food Pantry

Thank You, Eric Meyer, President
727-744-0123, www.IRBaction2000.com
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aFter 40 Years oF serVice sheriFF coats retires
by Bob Griffin, Publisher

14 months earlier than planned, Jim Coats stepped down
as head of the Pinellas County’s largest law enforcement
agency. His wife of 38 years, Cat (Cathy) was recently
diagnosed with breast cancer and Jim wanted to be there
for her while spending more time with his family.
Jim Coats, a Sand Key resident, grew up in upstate New
York in Corning, near Syracuse. The summer after his
high school graduation, he enlisted in the Air Force for
four years, working in maintenance and refueling. Part of
his assignment was in Hawaii. After leaving the Air Force,
he worked for Pan American Airlines loading planes. He
bought a Dodge Charger in Reno, Nevada and drove
east to Florida. “The one place I didn’t want to end ups
was back in New York,” he tells me.
Still interested in flying, Coats took courses in Lakeland
and at the Clearwater/St Pete Airport. He started to take
flying seriously and concentrated on getting certified in
larger planes. One day, his roommate suggested he look
into the Pinellas Sheriff’s office. “The last thing I wanted
to do was be a cop,” he says. But, they had openings in
their Flight Unit which consisted of a military-surplus
helicopter. They leased other airplanes when needed,
used mainly to transfer prisoners state to state.
He was first a patrol man. Then in 1978, he was a
sergeant in charge of Narcotics working midnight shifts.
He slowly worked his way up the ranks, until Sheriff Rice
promoted him to Major. In 1994 he became Chief
Deputy, the Sheriff’s right-hand man, in charge of day-today operations. “That was a tough job,” Coats adds. “It
lasted for 10 years.”
He was the interim Police Chief in Indian Rocks Beach in
1993. Lawton Chiles appointed him interim sheriff in
both Gulf and Santa Rosa Counties. He said, “I didn’t
even know where those counties were.” Governor Jeb
Bush asked him to serve as interim sheriff in Pinellas
when eight years ago, Everett Rice stepped down to run
for the House of Representatives. He was elected to
Sheriff in 2004 and served for seven years.
He met his wife Cat in 1972. He had a patrol duty near
Palm Harbor. A fellow deputy told him about a nice
looking waitress working at The Charcoal Den, so he
went there to eat. “Actually, I went back several times,” he
adds. We dated for about a year before we were married
on December 1, 1973, 38 years ago this month.
They have lived on Sand Key for the past eight years.
“We were looking for a place with a nearby dock for our
42 foot Hatteras. But with my job, we have not had much
time to use it,” he laments. His boat is named Cat N the
Hat, after Cathy.
“When I met Jim, I had no desire to date a cop. It was
apparently love at first date, since we met in January and
married that December (1973). We have one son, Jay,
who lives in Tampa. It was not easy being so young and
being married to a cop; he was a very dedicated one at
that. Sometimes life was very scary, but it was also very
challenging, exciting and rewarding. Our love for each
other has always been there,” Cat says.
“My life really did not change when Jim became the
Sheriff. We have been part of this community for so long;
his job has always been about serving the citizens of this
county, no matter his rank. I have watched Jim move up

through the ranks and he just does not change. It is
never been about him and who he is. It has always been
about making a difference. Jim is a dedicated man and a
man of honor and his word. That’s what I love about
him. Some people only see the face value. But to know
Jim is to love and trust him. That is why we are still best
friends after all these years. I am very proud to be called
The Sheriff’s Wife” Cat continues.
Cat has been actively involved with many of the charities
the Sheriff’s Office supports, such as PACE, Boys and
Girls Club, the Sheriff’s PAL and the Beth Dilenger
Foundation. In June, she was diagnosed with breast
cancer and is undergoing treatment. Now that cancer
has come to the forefront of their lives, Cat is supporting
Breast Cancer Awareness, too. She walked in the
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer in Vinoy Park,
October 22. “A group of her close friends formed ‘Team
Cat’ and signed up 100 walkers,” Jim boasts. “They
raised over $15,000.”
“The ACS Walk was an incredible experience for me. It
had over 3,000 walkers and was my first. The fun and
frivolity of the decorated bras was one thing. But the
seriousness of seeing all these people, and to know each
one was affected by breast cancer in some way was
heartache for me,” Cat explains. “The fact that this
disease affects one in eight women is just astounding. I,
like my husband, wanted to make a difference and we
did. My goal was to raise $2,500. My friends got
involved, formed Team Cat, and raised $15,300.”
“The same community that Jim has served for 40 years,
and I have been a part of for 38, wanted to give back.
And when we reached out for support for this breast
cancer awareness walk, our friends and community were
right there! Our son Jay was a great help, too, in getting
support in Tampa for Team Cat. He worked tirelessly and
created a web site in my honor, organized bra decorating
parties and hosted a kickoff party at the Island Way Grill.
We all took this walk very seriously. It was my first but not
my last,” Cat promises.
Cat Coats’ cancer
was discovered at
Stage 1 and she is
undergoing
chemotherapy. Her
prognosis has a
96% survival rate
because it was
discovered early.
“Thanks to the
many women who
have been there
before me, my
treatment is tried
and true,” adds
Mrs. Coats.
Now that Jim has
retired, they plan to
spend as much time
together as they
can. They both love
living in Sand Key
and look forward to
many days out on
the water.
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suncoast seaBird sanctuarY - saVinG the Birds For 40 Years
by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Indian Shores’ Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary is 40 years old
this month, while its cofounder, Helen Heath will be 102
this month, also. The sanctuary began when her son, Ralph,
brought home a small bird for his father, who was also a
doctor, to heal. That was December 3, 1971.
Helen Heath was born December 27, 1909 in Macon,
Georgia. This was about the same time the Wright Brothers
were starting to fly. She met her husband, Dr. Ralph Heath,
Sr. in Georgia, but after he served in World War II, they
moved to Tampa’s South Bayshore area.
In 1952, when Ralph Jr. was 7, they bought a small home
on Sunset Blvd. where Indian Shores and Redington Shores
meet. “We lived in Tampa most of the time, and came to
the beach to get away from all those doctor calls,” says
Helen. “We loved the beach. Almost no one lived here in
the 1950s,” Helen continues. “Ralph Jr. would play on the
beach and in the Intracoastal Waterway. Ralph Sr. was
practically the only doctor in this area of the beach,” Mrs
Heath goes on. “Although we did not have a phone, the
police and beach neighbors knew about Doctor Heath and
would knock on their door for help.”
Ralph Jr. credits a local teenager and fisherman, Damon
Kennedy, for teaching him many life lessons. He taught him
the importance of protecting the environment and nature
and to never back down from a fight. Ralph Jr. majored in
zoology at St. Pete Junior College (now SPC) and USF.
When he was 25, Ralph brought home that first injured
bird. It was a small cormorant. “He asked his dad to take
care of him,” says Helen. “Word got around. Beach
neighbors started leaving sick and injured birds in boxes at

our front door.
Ralph and his dad
tried to help as
much as possible
because there were
no veterinarians on
the beach in the
‘70s. My husband
switched from being
a people doctor to a
bird doctor when he
was at the beach.”
“In the old days, if you called the police to help a bird, they
would act like they were helping, but actually they took the
bird to the police station and killed it behind the building,”
say Ralph Jr. “The police and fire departments are what
made the Sanctuary really take off. They brought birds here
every day. They had no help or other place to take the birds.”
Today, the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary attends to over
10,000 birds each year. Based on the number of birds
serviced, it is the largest bird sanctuary in the United States.
There are about 25 people on the payroll and over 100
volunteers. Some volunteers are snowbirds, only helping
when they are here for the winter. “We have people who
are on call to go get injured birds,” says Helen. “They use
their personal cars. But, we try to reimburse their gas.”
Ralph says they hope to get a grant and expand. One plan
is to buy property in the mid-Pinellas and move the hospital,
keeping the facility in Indian Shores / Redington Shores
open as a tourist attraction and for educational purposes.
Learn more about the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary by
visiting www.SuncoastSeabirdSanctuary.com.

rocket man

Years ago, there was a famous amusement park in Ohio called
Euclid Beach Park. It had a ride with three silver cars mounted
on cables. Each car was shaped like a rocket ship and held 10
to 12 people. The small cars looked like the space ships seen
in the Flash Gordon and Buck Rogers cartoon series.
Unfortunately, the Euclid Beach Park closed in 1969. But, Joe
Tomaro located the cars and had the desire to give one of the
amusement ride ships a new life on four wheels.
Tomaro acquired the silver bullet car about seven years ago.
He added 4 tires and a 502 cubic inch, 8-cylinder engine. It
was all installed on top of a 1-ton truck chassis. The Rocket
Ship Car has over 1,700 lights, and can operate day or night.
Joe lives in Cleveland six months of the year and in
Largo the other 6 months. When he is in our area he
rents the Rocket Ship Car for events. On any given
day, you may see it cruising up and down Gulf
Boulevard.
The vehicle is rented for a variety of events, including
birthdays, weddings, proms, bachelorette parties,
church socials and other suitable events. The Rocket
Ship has six seats and holds 10 to 15 people
depending upon their size. The car is also available
for fundraising events. It was recently seen in the
Indian Rocks Beach Holiday Street Parade full of the
City Commissioners, (shown here).
The Rocket Ship rents for $195 per hour and there are
discounts and special packages available. To learn
more, go to www.RocketShipCar.com or call Joe,
727-216-3770.
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sheriFF coats, as i rememBer him
by Jim Driscoll, former Mayor, IRB
When I was the mayor (1990 - 1994), the
City of Indian Rocks had its own Police
Department. The first thing I had to deal
with after taking office in 1990 was a car
accident involving three of our police
cursers. They chased a drunk driver south
through Indian Shores and the Redingtons
before wrecking in Madeira Beach. It
1992, Mayor
totaled two of our cars and damaged the
Driscoll’s second
third. The investigation resulted in new
term as Mayor
policies for the IRB Police Department.
Then in November of 1993, it happened again. Two IRB
policemen chased a drunk driver going north. The chase
started at the Walsingham Bridge, went through Belleair
Beach and resulted in a head-on collision with a young
Sand Key waitress, just off work. She died at the scene.
This resulted in another internal investigation and audit,
where it was discovered the Police Chief, Charlie Fisher
had loaned two city owned guns to his two former wives.
Plus, another policeman had sold his gun at a pawn shop.
The citizens were outraged and Chief Fisher resigned.
Sheriff Rice, Pinellas County’s Sheriff, offered to help. He
loaned Jim Coats to the City of Indian Rocks to act as the
interim Chief until the city could decide what to do.
I remember Jim as helpful and knowledgeable. Everyone
liked him. As a member of the Pinellas Mayor’s Council, I
took Jim to two of our monthly meetings to acquaint him
with everyone. He was very accessible.
Sherriff Rice offered to provide Sherriff Deputies for police
protection, if the city wanted to dissolve its police force. The
City Commission quickly agreed, so it turned out, Sheriff
Coats was only the Police Chief Coats for a month or two.

the PerGoLa odYsseY…
mission accomPLished
by Ivy Slotnick
In the last issue of the IRB
Newsletter, I discussed the
journey undertaken by my
company, Wired Island, when
we embarked on the creation
of an improved, inviting and
enchanting environment in
the 12th Avenue Park. Our chief focus became the lonely
Pergola that sat, dark and uninviting in the Southeast corner
of the park. An exhausting and exhilarating project ensued,
as we joined forces with the IRB Homeowners Association,
the City of IRB and local LED manufacturer Lumastream.
We set out to create one of a kind lighting as unique as our
friendly city, but never expected such remarkable results.
The project is complete, and features energy efficient,
nautical-styled pathway lighting and the Pergola aglow. The
entire park has been spruced up and the Pergola received a
generous facelift in the form of welcoming seating, shell
ground cover, groomed shrubs and nautical style posts at its
entrance. Wow, what a big difference!
Instead of holiday colors, the ever-changing Pergola glow
has returned to other colors. With over a million
combinations, the options are endless: Deep Fuchsia,
Ocean Blue, Sea Green, Passionate Purple, Bright Orange
… indeed a reflection of the many hues of our eclectic
island home - Indian Rocks Beach.

