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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
INDIAN ROCKS BEACH!

Indian Rocks Beach will celebrate its 60th
Anniversary as an incorporated city on June
25th. In 1955, our sleepy little beach town
decided it was time to move forward and enjoy
all the things a real city had to offer including
having a mayor, police, firemen, better roads,
sewers, lighting and laws. So, community
leaders took the necessary steps to become
official.
This was not the first time, though. Indian Rocks
Beach was part of the early 1920 real estate
boom. Developers knew if they had better
roads and services, their investments would be
worth more and sell faster. They convinced the
few people that lived here to incorporate as a
town in 1925. The boundaries were the same
as present-day with some land on the
mainland. They persuaded Camillus (C.B.)
Brandon, the local postmaster, to be the first
mayor.
Soon after incorporating, developers started
The first Indian Rocks Beach City Commission, January 1956
demanding new roads, sewers and street
lights. A town with few taxes was soon made aware of the effect of a higher levy. The locals became outraged and at the
first organizational meeting, Mayor Brandon resigned. Sam Parks a large landowner, was appointed mayor. But by the end
of the second year the city unincorporated.
On May 26, 1927, Indian Rocks Beach filed a deed of record with the state, abolishing the Town of Indian Rocks Beach and
that was the way it stayed for the next 30 years.
By 1950, Pinellas County’s population had grown to 160,000 people. The population of the area still referred to as Indian
Rocks followed proportionately, bringing the usual businesses and services that cater to residents and tourists.
The area south of Indian Rocks (today’s Indian Shores), considered part of Indian Rocks and was simply called “South
Shore”. The area wanted more services and incorporated as Indian Rocks Beach South Shore in 1949. In 1973 the name
was changed Indian Shores.
Other nearby communities began to incorporate including: Belleair Beach (1950), Madeira Beach (1951), North Redington
Beach (1953) and Belleair Shore (1955).
Resident (and future Mayor) Bill Jones felt the County should not be getting the tax monies paid by the residents of Indian
Rocks. “If we became a municipality, we could use them to our own advantage,” he said.
With the pressure on, the movers and shakers took steps to be a city and a referendum was held to see if there was enough
interest. It passed, and the city officially incorporated on June 25, 1955.
A mayor - William (Bill) T. Jones and four commissioners - John Bates, Walter Henderson, Robert Klare and Lloyd Johnson
were elected. Mrs. Elizabeth Bray was named the first city auditor, clerk and temporary treasurer. George Smith was the first
city attorney. Their first commission meeting was held January 2, 1956.
The new Board of Commissioners adopted a 1957 budget which was only $30,516. Income was anticipated from cigarette
tax, power franchise fees, occupational licenses and building permits.
Today’s Indian Rocks Beach population is estimated to be just over 4,000 people. The annual operating budget is $9.5
million (300 times that of 1957). Five people serve on the City Commission - Mayor R.B. Johnson, Vice Mayor Phil Hanna
and Commissioners Cookie Kennedy, Terry Wollin and Jim Labadie. Gregg Mims, the City Manager, oversees a staff of 30.
Our police protection, once operated in house, is supplied by the Pinellas County Sheriff’s office and fire protection is by the
Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue District. Garbage is still
collected by the City’s Public Works Department.
The city plans a public anniversary celebration on Saturday,
June 27th with a street festival and live music beginning at
4pm. It will be followed by a free movie (Grease) in the ball
field, after sunset.

Story by Bob Griffin, Publisher

Or Current Resident
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GRIFFIN PRODUCTIONS, Inc.
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residence and business in Indian
Rocks Beach We are not officially
associated with the City of Indian
Rocks Beach.
PUBLISHERS
Bob & Becky Griffin
Residents of Indian Rocks Beach
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Becky Griffin
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Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785
517-1997 ~ 517-1998 FAX
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Is there something you would like
to see included in this newsletter?
Please send all comments to
bob@griffindirectories.com
© 2015 Griffin Productions, Inc.

NEXT ISSUE IS JULY

Do you need another copy of this
newsletter? Ask for them at USA
Grocers CVS Drug Store or any
Indian Rocks realtor's office.

This newsletter is printed every
other month and survives on
local advertising. Please support
the people advertising here. If
you are an IRB resident wanting
to advertise, you get a discount.
We also offer discounts for
advertising in our other issues
Belleair Area, Clearwater Beach
and Downtown St. Petersburg.

To advertise in the next issue,
call us. Read this or our other
issues online, at
BeachNewsletters.com

CITY NUMBERS
CITY HALL. . . . . . . 595-2517
1507 Bay Palm Blvd
www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com

CITY MANAGER - Gregg Mims
MAYOR/CITY COMMISSION . 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Cookie Kennedy • Terry Wollin
Phil Hanna Vice Mayor • Jim Labadie
City Manager, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-2517
Gregg Mims
Building Department: . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Dan Weigner
Planning & Zoning: . . . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Danny Taylor, Dir.
Public Services: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
Calvin Warren, Assistant Public Services Dir.
IRB LIBRARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-1822
Next to City Hall
M-F 9-5pm, Tu-Th 7-8:30pm, Sat 10-1pm
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM . . . 593-3861
Across from the Post Office
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.. . . 692-7867
Joe McCall, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin IRBboatclub.com . . . 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER . . . . . . . . 596-4331
Next to City Hall, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd
POST OFFICE / IRB. . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Avenue 33785, Near Crabby Bill’s
Mon-Fri 8:30A-4:30P; Sat 9A-12:00P
IRB ROTARY
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
ACTION 2000
Eric Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm

LITTLE LEAGUE . . . . . . . . . . . . 417-7349
IRB WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . 595-4575
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach. . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS . . 595-1038
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
SEWER / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
TRASH / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St. Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-395-2512
Republican, District 66
8383 Seminole Blvd, Suite B, Seminole
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
David Jolly . . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-392-4100
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/jolley

2015 CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

MAY
Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins 1
Boat Club Fish Fry
2
Diggin’ The Arts Botanical Gardens 3
Action 2000 Sunset Mixer
7
Postal Workers Food Drive
9
Mother’s Day
10
Clearwater Beach Restaurant Week 11-17
Community Clean Up
11-13
Homeowners Happy Hour
14
Stone Crab Season Ends
15
Rotary’s Arts and Ale
16
Hands Across the Sands
16
Taste of Belleair

18

Safe Boating Week
18-24
Memorial Day
25
Public Schools Closed
25
Little League Closing Ceremonies 30
Action 2000 Service Saturday
30
JUNE
Hurricane Season Begins
Last Day Public School
Boat Club Summer Island Party
Summer Camps Begin Most Places

1
2
6
8
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Homeowners Happy Hour
Flag Retirement Ceremony
Heritage Village Antique Fair
Flag Day
National Garbage Man Day
Action 2000 Service Saturday
Father’s Day
Summer Begins
IRB’s Birthday
IRB’s Birthday Party

11
12
13
14
17
20
21
21
25
27

JULY
Independence Day
4
Boat Club Island Party & Fireworks 4
Homeowners Happy Hour
9
Boat Club Caladesi Island Party 11
Parents’ Day
26

AUGUST
Boat Club Island Party 3 Rooker Bar 8-9
Trim Notices Mailed
10
Community Clean Up Week 10-12
Homeowners Happy Hour
13
Public School Begins
17
Boat Club to Gulfport
29

Did You Know....
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EMERGENCY ACCESS
PERMIT In an effort to
prevent looting and
burglary after a large,
mandatory evacuation,
beach cities have joined the
Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Office to provide
free Emergency Access
Permits to all businesses and
residents of the barrier
islands. Once an evacuation
order has been lifted,
Emergency Access Permits
will be required to re-enter
an evacuated area. Access
will be limited based on the
closest entry point to your residence which will be a the
Walsingham Bridge. Law enforcement will scan the
barcode on your permit to verify your residence. Residents
can get their permits at City Hall. Please bring a current
vehicle registration. If it does not show an Indian Rocks
Beach address, bring another proof of residency. Ask for
Danny
Taylor. Limit two per households
___________________________________________________

ANONA SCIENCE EXTRAVAGANZA On May 7th,
Anona Elementary School will host its Second Annual
Science Extravaganza from 6-7:30pm. Last year’s exhibits
included Clearwater Marine Aquarium, McGough Nature
Park, Mad Science and more. Student science projects will
be on display with exhibits from Anona’s STEM Clubs and
Gifted Program. This year the Seminole Middle School
STEM Club and their roller coaster will be included.
___________________________________________________
DIGGIN’ IN THE ARTS Bring the entire family to the
Florida Botanical Gardens for a wide array of art and
gardening activities at the fourth annual Diggin’ the Arts
festival on Sunday, May 3, from 10 am to 4 pm. The event
will include 10 local museums and art centers hosting
unique garden-oriented art demonstrations, garden and
nature-centric vendors, music and refreshments. New this
year is a two-hour “Quick Draw” plein air painting
competition, art exhibit and sale.
___________________________________________________
WEEDON ISLAND Weedon Island Preserve – often
referred to as “the best kept secret in Pinellas County” –
won’t be a secret for much longer. Runner's World, the
world's largest running magazine, features it as its “Rave
Run” in the April 2015 issue. It is 3,200 acres of coastal
and upland ecosystems, owned and operated by Pinellas
County and home to the 8k Gopher Weedon Trail Run.
________________________________
SAFE BOATING INSPECTIONS
Is your fire extinguisher expired?
Do you have flares? Safe Boating
Week is May 18-24 and your local
Coast Guard Auxiliary will be
conducting boat inspections on
Saturday and Sunday, May 23 &
24 at the Seminole Boat Ramp in
Clearwater and at the Belleair
Beach Causeway Bridge Ramp.
Bring your boat to the ramp area
between 9am and 2pm. The
inspection is FREE and will help you
prepare for summer boating fun.
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IRB SCOUTS VISIT SPACE CENTER Troop 371 took a
trip to Kennedy Space Center which allowed the boys to get
a jump on their Space merit badge requirements. The
troop meets at Christ the King Lutheran Church on
Oakhurst Road, Mondays at 7pm. Contact scoutmaster Ray
Siewert
at rksiewert@msn.com for more information.
___________________________________________________
FOOD DRIVE The Letter Carriers Food Drive is Saturday
May 9. To donate, set out your dry, non-perishable food
items in a grocery bag next to your mail box that day
before your normal mail pick-up. Your mail carrier will
collect the items when they deliver your mail.
___________________________________________________
SCHOOL’S NEW NAME The COTI Private School located
in Indian Rocks Beach’s Church of the Isle has changed its
name to County Day School Indian Rocks. Country Day
School of Largo now owns and manages the small school.
The programs, classes and most of the teachers are still
the same. They are offering summer camp, even if your
children do not attend. Call 517-0775.
___________________________________________________
FIRST BOAT CLUB FISH FRY May 2, the IRB Boat Club
will be hosting its first ever Fish Fry in Keegan Clair Park, by
the floating docks. Everyone is welcome, you don’t need to
be a member to attend. A fish dinner, supplied by Crabby
Bill’s will be available for $12 a plate. Alcohol will be
allowed in the park that day, but it is BYOB. It will not be
for sale so bring a cooler and chairs. Festivities begin at
2pm. Come by boat, car or bicycle.
___________________________________________________
NATIONAL GARBAGE MAN APPRECIATION DAY IS
JUNE 17 Be nice to your solid waster workers on their
day. Give them a water, card, tip or just a friendly wave.
Aren’t you glad they work for us?
___________________________________________________
WHAT GOES UP
MUST COME
DOWN Each
released balloon,
including those
marketed as
“biodegradable
latex”, return to
Earth as litter.
Balloons can travel thousands of miles to pollute the most
remote and pristine places. Countless sea animals die each
year when they mistake the balloons, floating on the water,
for jelly fish and eat them. The also cause power outages
when they get tangled up in transformers. Don’t release
them!
___________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN JULY Read this issue, as well
as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

Real Estate News
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BIDDING WAR DECLARED
Prepare for Battle

By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate Doiron Realty on the Beach

Nationally, real estate sales involving a bidding war are
on the rise. A clear indicator of this trend: 33% of all U.S.
residential real estate was sold in the first quarter of
2015 AT or ABOVE asking price--the highest percentage
since 2006.
At the state level, inventories for both single-family homes
and townhouses/condos are shrinking, according to the
Florida Realtors’ Chief Economist. The trend also holds
true in Pinellas County. Closed sales in February 2015
were up 26% from last February while there were only
9% more new listings year over year.
The rate at which properties are absorbed by the market
(sales to active listings) was up 28% in February, when
compared to Pinellas County’s stats last February. That’s
a far cry from February 2011, when only 10% of the
inventory was being absorbed. Of the 26 single-family
homes sold in Indian Rocks so far in 2015 (January to
mid-April), nearly 60% were listed 90 days or less; 42%
were on the market less than 30 days! One-third of
single-family sales, $450,000 and above, sold at FULL
LIST PRICE. A bank-owned 2 bedroom/2 bath waterfront
home on 20th Avenue, listed for $419,900, recently sold
for $541,772—a whopping 29% above the asking price
with over 25 bidders kicking it out for “the prize.”
The bidding war will probably not last very long. More
listings will likely come onto the market from
homeowners who have been waiting not so patiently on
the sidelines for market values to pop back. Emptynesters who got the “downsize surprise” are finding
themselves cramped and badly in need of more square
footage. Now that their equity positions have improved,
they can finally consider trading up. For those
homeowners close to “getting whole,” this bidding war
trend presents an opportunity to push the envelope a bit
on their asking price, especially among cash buyers who
may forego an appraisal. That is especially true of a
home in good condition that is updated and attractive
with very little more for the buyer to do except move in
and kick their flip-flops off in the closet. When an
attractive property, especially waterfront, comes on the
market, it doesn’t last. And, when it goes under contract,
calls continue to flood in from prospective buyers who
circle like a flock of buzzards waiting for the deal to die.
Unfortunately, there is a small group of sellers who
“tainted” their properties by plunking a “For Sale” sign in
the yard at a totally unrealistic price way before the
bidding wars commenced. Now is a far better time to be
aggressive on price than last year at this time.
Low inventory, a rising housing demand, an improving
economy, price gains and low interest rates provide a
great opportunity for sellers right now. January was the
38th month in a row that median sales prices for both
single-family homes and townhouse-condo properties in
Florida rose year-over-year. If you are selling, just hope a
truce doesn’t come soon. If you are buying, prepare for
battle and in the words of Admiral David Farragut: Damn
the torpedoes…full speed ahead!!
Source: My Florida Regional MLS (Median prices/average
days on market)

ACTION
2000
NEWS
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Submitted by Tim Shears, Board Member
Our new initiative A2K Service Saturdays, continues to be
a great success. Once a month we pick an area around
Indian Rocks Beach to improve by weeding, cleaning,
planting, trimming plants and mulching. It provides
immediate results to IRB and our community.

This past month the 8th Ave Beach Access was the
beneficiary. The volunteers were locals, snowbirds, young
and old and all were "nourished" with water, coffee and
donuts! The next two Service Saturdays are May 30th –
Install a Butterfly garden at City Hall and June 20th – Plant
Native Butterfly-Friendly plants at 17th/18th Avenues. You
are welcome to join us!
This past quarter we have funded
three new projects: the painting of
the Narrows Columns (we hope
you have you noticed), another
Beach Library at 4th Avenue to be
installed very soon, and attractive,
colorful beach signs for all of the
28 beach accesses.

On May 7th at the
Historical Museum, 4th
Ave in Chic-A-Si Park,
from 6 to 7pm, we are
hosting our May Sunset Mixer, where all are welcome.
Here, the 2015 Preservation Awards will be presented by
the Plein Aire Cottage Artists and Action 2000. There will
be live music, door prizes, desserts by Sweet IRB, hors
d'oeuvres and wine. Colorful Sunset Attire is requested,
hope to see you there!
Join us! Action 2000 meets at the Beach Arts Center on
the second Monday of each month and everyone is
welcome. Come and meet the wonderful group of
volunteers making IRB a great place to live and work.
More information can be found at
www.irbaction2000.com or on facebook Action2000IRB.
Action 2000 - Where Action is the Attraction!
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CARRIE SMITH
Local Portrait Artist

Carrie Smith has
returned to the place she
was born, so that she
can follow her calling
and be a successful
artist.
Carrie was born in
Clearwater but her family
moved to Ohio when she
was three. By third
grade, she knew she
could paint and draw.
She enrolled in art classes during high school, where her
teacher motivated her to major in art during college at
Ohio University. She found her niche and began to
concentrate on developing her portrait painting skills.
Her college professor told her that she was one of the
best students he had ever taught. The first portrait she
painted was of her brother. It took two months to finish,
then she gave it to him as a present.
After graduation, she packed up her brushes and
pallets, and moved back to Clearwater where her
grandparents still live. Carrie, now 23, has set up shop
inside The Creative Gallery at 1356 South Ft Harrison
where specializes in portraits. Normally, she works from
a photograph. Paintings can be as small as 12” x 12” or
as large as six feet wide. The small ones may take 4050 hours. The big ones may take 100 or more hours.
The size determines the price. Prices can range from
hundreds to several thousand.
“Sometimes the small paintings are the hardest because
there is so much detail in a smaller space,” says Smith.
“Each painting has it’s own challenges.”
Carrie recently won Best in Show for her painting, The
Sun Still Rises in the Dunedin Fine Art Center Members &
Student annual exhibition, their biggest show of the year.
If you would like to see more of Carrie’s work, visit
carrievsmith.weebly.com or call (419) 545-4465.

COMMUNITY GARDEN NEWS

As the winter growing season turns into spring, the
garden is filled with a great variety of vegetables, herbs,
and evens some flowers. The tomatoes are still going
strong, but soon the heat and humidity will slow them
down. To prepare for late spring and early summer
seasons, Community Garden members will be planting
heat-loving plants like beans, summer squash,
eggplants, and peppers. Thanks to the City of Indian
Rocks Beach, the irrigation system now runs on solar
energy, so the watering schedule is much more reliable.
There are now 30 actively growing Earthboxes!
Trish Burch, volunteer Community Garden Coordinator,
recently completed training to be a certified Master
Gardener. The training is provided by county extension
agents and the University of Florida’s Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS). She is looking
forward to sharing what she learned with Community
Garden members, and to working with the county
extension service on urban horticulture projects. She is
hoping to recruit CG members to help establish a
butterfly “garden” in one of our Earthboxes.
They always welcome new members and still have room
for more Earthboxes. Why not join today?
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10 YEARS OF NEWSLETTERS

Wow… where has the time gone? With this issue, it has
now been ten years since we started the Indian Rocks Beach
Neighborhood Newsletter. This is our 55th issue.
We started this publication as a side project. Somewhere
along the way, it became our primary business. We now
print similar newsletters in three other areas (Clearwater
Beach, Downtown St. Petersburg and the Belleairs), and we
still publish a few tourism directories and magazines, too.
Our original plan was to provide Indian Rocks Beach
residents with local information and maybe a touch of
history. We put ourselves in your shoes, what would we
want to read? What events are coming up? What
businesses or restaurants are opening or closing? What’s
happening nearby in Belleair, Largo, and Indian Shores?
Looking back at issue #1 (May 2005), it is similar to the
publications we still produce, but on a smaller scale. Our
first one was only 12 pages. Today, they are three times that
size. Many of them are 32 pages, but a few are 40.
It was interesting to look back at the people, stories, and
ads in that first issue. The front page story was about the
Indian Rocks Beach Bridge that 10 years ago would have
been 80 years old if it still existed. We picked that because it
was on the cover of the history book, Indian Rocks As It
Was, just released by the Indian Rocks Historical Society. We
stayed with the concept of a history story on the cover each
issue. The center was a Beauty and The Beach photo
spread starting with the 8am 5K Run ending at sunset.
From the beginning, we have always encouraged our local
civic groups to contribute their news, at no charge: The
Homeowners Assn., Action 2000, the Rotary, Beach Art
Center, Library, Boat Club, and others. We also pass on
various government officials news and press releases since
after all, they are representing you.
We recently reviewed the advertisers in our first issue. Some
still with us today are: Crabby Bill’s, Keegan’s Seafood Grill,
Indian Rocks Boat Rentals, Slaughter Plumbing, Plumlee
Realty and Imperial Real Estate (now The Seaside Real
Estate Store). We want thank our advertisers. They pay for
the typesetting, printing and the postage. Without their
support, there would not be a newsletter.
Most importantly, we want to thank YOU, our readers. If
you did not read this, there would be no reason to print it.
The incredible comments, we receive warm our hearts.
We hope you enjoy our 10th Anniversary issue. We look
forward to another ten years!
Becky & Bob Griffin, Publishers
You can read past issues online at BeachNewsletters.com.

THE GOOD, BAD AND THE UGLY ABOUT FLORIDA AUTO INSURANCE

by Phil Wrobel, Florida Best Quote
We hear it all the time... ”why am I paying so much for auto
insurance? I don't have any tickets or accidents.” Here's some
data to help you understand. First, the bad and ugly:
Florida drivers pay the highest auto liability insurance
premiums in the nation. We've seen dramatic increases in
third-party bodily injury claims (where someone other than
our insured is filing a claim). Florida no-fault claim costs have
skyrocketed over the past 5 years (up twice as fast as other
no-fault states). Increases in claims frequency, the average
cost of injuries and fraud in Florida, all have caused rate
increases. Insurance is based on the principle of shared risk,
so everyone's rates are affected. However, customers with
good driving records will typically see less impact.

Now, the good news! In the last 12 months, our carrier rates
have actually been going down. Changes in the PIP law two
years ago has made an impact and the claims and PIP fraud
have reduced - finally! At Florida Best Quote insurance, we
have all the 'A' rated, most competitive carriers. So we 'shop'
your auto insurance and you are guaranteed the best rate
possible. And yes we beat that lizard company most of the
time! I will take the time to educate you on several coverage
choices and options that you may or may not want including
to stack or not to stack. Most time you can buy higher limits
for less money than you get by stacking. You don't get this
service when you call the one 800-number's. So call Florida
Best Quote insurance and ask for Phil Wrobel for no cost
evaluation on your auto insurance. 727-584-9999
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QUANTUM LEAP FARM - HORSES HELPING PEOPLE

Learning Association)
as a Mental Health
Professional and an
Equine Specialist. In
2006, she purchased
Doc, an American
Paint horse, when he
was a yearling. Doc’s
parents were therapy
horses at Cadwalder
Behavioral Clinics,
where Carla worked
during graduate
school. The clinic was
a residential facility
utilizing the EAGALA
model therapy for
women with Eating
Disorders and
Carla and Dewayne Staats
Addiction. She spent
11 years in Texas as an addiction counselor.
Carla and Dewayne met in 1977 and after both were
widowed, they married in 2007, when Carla moved from
Texas. When Doc was 18 months old, when he also left
Texas and relocated to Quantum Leap Farm.
Carla quickly immersed herself, as Co-Director with Jenna
Miller, in the At EASE program they developed at the Farm.
She travels from Sand Key to Odessa several times a week
to work with clients.
“It seems like she is here every day,” says Director of
Development Sue Levitt, “She shows up whenever needed.”
Since its inception, QLF has worked with and helped a
broad scope of people with disabilities. Their participant
base has continued to grow each year. In 2014, more than
1500 participants were served during 5500 hosted sessions
with the help of their nearly 600 volunteers who logged in
7,000 hours. Unfortunately, QLF has a waiting list of
participants needing their services.
“There is something about interacting with our horses that
helps our clients start the healing process,” Carla says.
QLF has 16 horses on site with names like Silver (The Great
Gray One), Tie (Black Tie Affair), Sonic, Idaho, Cowboy,
Ponce, and of course Doc. In addition, they have two
donkeys, three goats, three chickens and a cat and dog.
Just like most farms.
Because most of their clients are undergoing financial
hardship, many are unable to pay or can pay only a small
amount to participate. Service costs are high; horses and
facilities require care and maintenance 365 days a year.
QLF receives funding from grants, fundraising events and
corporate and individual sponsorships.
Community support includes cash and in-kind donations,
sponsorships and volunteering. They welcome volunteers,
16 years of age or older, to become involved in any of a
variety of ways, from daily work at the farm, to serving on
committees and helping with fundraisers. Volunteer activities
include helping in therapeutic sessions by being a horse
leader or side-walker, or in the barn with horse care and
stable maintenance tasks.
Quantum Leap Farm offers their clients “a small step for
help, and a big leap” toward their recovery. Find more
information about this nonprofit nationally recognized
equestrian program at www.QuantumLeapFarm.org or you
may call at 813-920-9250.

Photo credit, Board Member and wounded warrior Mark Lalli

by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Carla Staats, like her husband Dewayne, the face of the
Tampa Bay Rays and TV play-by-play man on The Sun
Sports Network, loves baseball. But during any given game,
you will probably find her miles from Tropicana Field.
Hours before a game’s first pitch, Carla likely left her Sand
Key home to travel to Quantum Leap Farm (QLF) in
Odessa, north of Tampa. She may be less recognized in a
major league dug out, but at QLF not only the people, but
also by the farm’s horses know her well.
QLF doesn’t grow crops like an average farm, they grow
the hopes and dreams of mentally and physically
challenged people. The non-profit facility provides
comprehensive equine therapies to both the mentally and
physically handicapped, ranging in age from 2 to 92.
Started by Edie Dopking, PhD, this is QLF’s 15th year. In the
1990s, while working at St Anthony’s Hospital, Dr. Dopking
volunteered at the Bakas Equestrian Center, a Tampa
therapeutic riding program serving disabled children. With
a medical background and experience training horses,
volunteering at Bakas led her to found QLF in January
2000 on 10 acres of land she owns in North Tampa.
The QLF program serves kids and adults with physical,
cognitive and emotional disabilities. The farm’s mission is to
help people of all ages and abilities grow strong, achieve
therapeutic goals and overcome challenges by engaging
them with horses. QLF also offers two summer camps for
children of all abilities, from ages 5 to 15.
Participants have a variety of conditions, including
Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy,
stroke, traumatic brain injury, spinal cord injury, Down
syndrome, autism and other developmental disabilities.
The U.S. involvement in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars has
led to an increase in Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and
traumatic brain injury victims. QLF works closely with the
James Haley VA Hospital and with Bill Young VA Medical
Center to help serve veterans’ needs.
In 2008, QLF expanded its services to include At EASE
Equine Assisted Self Exploration and EEL (Equine
Experiential Learning) sessions. This is where Carla Staats
became involved. The At EASE team has weekly sessions
with traumatic brain injured participants from
NeuroRestorative, a Pinellas Spinal Cord & Brain Injury
Rehabilitation Center. The At EASE team also has a series of
therapeutic weekend retreats for the wives and caregivers of
injured soldiers called WOW (Women of Warriors.)
Carla, born and raised in Texas, has always loved horses.
She is certified with EAGALA (Equine Assisted Growth and
TM

photo credit: Pete Magnani
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OUR CITY WAS FORMED IN 1955
WHAT ELSE WAS GOING ON?

Indian Rocks Beach
is throwing a party!
Our City will be 60 years old in June! To
celebrate, the city is sponsoring a fun
throw-back 1950s style, family street party
on Saturday, June 27th.
The event, being held in the Kolb
Park - City Hall area will start at 4pm
and include music, food and things
to do. Hamburgers, hot dogs and old
fashioned sodas will be served. There will
be toys for the kids and commemorative Tshirts. The street will be lined with
cars from 1955 and more.
At 5pm, Indian
Rocks Beach
resident Erica
DiCiglia and her band will
perform, with dancing in the
street.
Once it gets dark (around
8:40pm), the movie Grease
will be shown on the big
screen in the ballpark.
Everyone is
encouraged to dress
in ‘50s era clothing; so
gals, find that poodle
skirt and guys, slick
back your hair. Enjoy a
fun Indian Rocks street
party.
Bring your own
beverages, plus
a lawn chair or blanket for the movie.
Coolers and alcohol will be allowed, .
Come out and celebrate your city’s
60th Anniversary. Bring the whole
family.
Get more information on the city’s web site,
www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com.

The average annual wage was $3,800; the minimum
wage was just $1an hour.
7 out of 10 families owned a car. The average cost of a
new car was $1,900.
The average cost of a gallon of gasoline was 23¢.
Seat belts in new cars were made mandatory this year.
The average cost of a new house was $10,900; monthly
rents averaged $87/month.
Cold War tensions were felt worldwide.
Nixon was in the White House, but as Dwight D.
Eisenhower’s Vice President.
The American flag only had 48 stars; we had not added
Alaska and Hawaii yet.
Rock and Roll was starting to explode with the help of
Elvis Presley, Bill Haley & The Comets, Chuck Berry and
Ed Sullivan.
WHICH FAMOUS PEOPLE WERE BORN IN 1955?
Kevin Costner, Kelsey Grammer, Steve Jobs, Bruce Willis,
Debra Winger, Bill Paxon, Willem DaFoe, Billy Bob
Thornton, Edwin Moses, Bill Gates, Whoopi Goldberg.
WHICH FAMOUS PEOPLE DIED IN 1955?
Cecil B deMIlle (film director), Albert Einstein (scientist) ,
James Dean (actor), Dale Carnegie (writer, speaker),
Cy Young (baseball player), Shemp Howard (member of
the Three Stooges).
WHAT HAPPENED IN 1955?
President Eisenhower sent the first U.S. advisors to Vietnam.
LeRoy Collins became Governor of Florida.
Peter Pan, starring Mary Martin, first appeared on NBC.
Rock Around the Clock by Bill Haley and the Comets, first
appeared in the movie Blackboard Jungle.
Jonas Salk’s polio vaccine was approved by the FDA.
Ray Kroc opened his first McDonald’s restaurant in Des
Plaines, Ill.
The $64,000 Question TV show premiered.
The Disney movie Lady and the Tramp premiered.
Disneyland opened in Anaheim, California.
Gun Smoke, the popular western TV show, debuted.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower suffered a heart attack.
James Dean, the popular young actor, was killed in a
car collision while driving his Porsche 550 Spyder.
The Mickey Mouse Club aired on ABC.
The Brooklyn Dodgers won the World Series, defeating
the NY Yankees in game seven.
70-mm film was first introduced in Rogers and
Hammerstein’s masterpiece, Oklahoma!
Elvis Presley’s first movie appearance in a short film by
disc jockey Bill Randle.
Bo Diddley made his television debut on Ed Sullivan’s
Toast of the Town show on CBS.
Rosa Parks is arrested for not giving up her bus seat in
Montgomery, Alabama.
Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. and other black leaders,
coordinate a black boycott of Montgomery city buses.
General Motors becomes the first American corporation
to make over $1 billion in one year.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

READING THERAPY DOGS

The Indian Rocks
Beach Library offers a
new program to help
children with their
reading skills. Agape
and his friend Bella
are Reading Therapy
Dogs at the IRB
Library Wednesday
afternoons from
3–4:00 pm. Both
dogs are IRB residents and Grace Ackerman is their
handler.
Reading Therapy Dogs have become an excellent resource
in libraries and schools across the nation to help children
with their reading skills. Many children have difficulty
reading because of issues such as a learning disability,
speech impediment, language barrier or shyness. Reading
Therapy Dogs help to calm nervous children who struggle
with reading. They make reading fun. They introduce
children to the pleasure of reading, and acquaint them with
the library. Reading Therapy Dogs promote a friendly
atmosphere where children can build their reading skills
without worrying about being corrected or embarrassed in
front of a classroom of their peers. There is no pressure on
the child, just fun. The reading therapy dog offers a friendly
face and is a kind audience. Either the dog or the child will
select the book and the child can relax and read while
petting his/her reading partner.
Any child who wants to practice their reading skills can
come to the IRB Library and read to Agape and Bella. Call
Laurie Talerico, 727-596-1822, for more information.

HOLIDAY FOOD DISTRIBUTION

By Marshall Eiss, Life Safety Technician
Firefighters from
Pinellas Suncoast
Fire & Rescue
District, Deputies
from the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s
Office
Community
Policing Unit, and
volunteers from
Calvary
Episcopal Church
of Indian Rocks
Beach loaded Sheriff’s vehicles on April 1st with Easter
dinners for 50 families living in the Ridgecrest, Highpoint
and Lealman communities.
As in the tradition of the past eleven years, the meals
were loaded at the Indian Rocks Publix and delivered by
the deputies. The effort is a partnership of the Beach
Community Food Pantry of Calvary Episcopal Church
and the Indian Rocks Beach Rotary Club.
Identifying the families needing assistance is done by the
community policing unit. Similar events occur for
Thanksgiving and Christmas, but the food pantry project
is an ongoing outreach Church mission. The pantry is
located at 1615 1st Street, Indian Rocks Beach, and is
open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Monetary and
nonperishable food product donations from the
community allow the project to continue. For information
contact the church at 595-2374.
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YOURS, MINE, AND OURS

A Couple's Guide to Retirement Planning

By: Noelle Daniel, CFP ®
While the reasons for earning two incomes may vary from
couple to couple, families often face a similar financial
challenge: participation in separate retirement programs. As a
couple, your combined retirement assets are not just limited to
your current employers' retirement plans. You also need to
consider older accounts that are still sitting in former
employers' plans, or assets moved to rollover IRAs. After
inventorying your retirement assets, consider areas where joint
planning may help enhance your investment outcome.
Setting Mutual Goal - Pursuing the goal of retiring together
requires a long-term approach. Start by determining how
large a combined nest egg you will need. This will depend
on how much you have already saved and when you hope
to retire, as well as your retirement lifestyle choices -- where
you plan to live, whether you plan to maintain more than
one residence, and what you plan to do with your time. All of
these factors will affect your retirement income needs.
Keep in mind Americans are living longer and one or both of
you could spend 20 or more years in retirement. Also,
carefully review the potential financial benefits of delaying
retirement. Working an extra few years could enable you to
continue making contributions to your IRA or employersponsored retirement plan and delay taking withdrawals.
Asset allocation - As with any investment portfolio, your
retirement accounts should work in unison to pursue a single
accumulation goal. Is your overall allocation appropriate for
your combined objectives and risk tolerance? Are the
portfolios adequately diversified? Are they over-weighted in
any one asset class or individual security? Also, consider how
your retirement portfolios complement your other assets, such
as taxable investment accounts and real estate.
Distributions - For couples in or near retirement, an equally
important part of the planning process is determining when
and how to withdraw money from retirement accounts.
Consider which accounts (i.e., taxable vs. tax-deferred) to tap
first. It may be better to liquidate assets in taxable accounts,
allowing assets in IRAs and qualified retirement plans to
continue growing tax-deferred. With few exceptions though,
the IRS requires individuals to begin withdrawing money from
tax-deferred accounts no later than age 70½, at which point
you may want to rethink your distribution strategy. For
instance, does it make sense to convert a traditional IRA to a
Roth IRA to avoid taking distributions altogether? Your tax
advisor can help you consider the tax consequences of
conversion, as well as the potential benefits of a Roth IRA.
These are just a few issues dual-earner couples need to
consider when managing their individual retirement plan
accounts. Since no two couples' financial situations are alike,
the best course of action may be to speak with a Certified
Financial Planner ™ to devise a coordinated plan to meet
your financial needs. Contact my office, Noelle Daniel Wealth
Management, 727-408-5209 to discuss your unique situation
or visit us at 20001 Gulf Blvd., Suite 8 on Indian Shores.
Because of the possibility of human or mechanical error by S&P Capital IQ
Financial Communications or its sources, neither S&P Capital IQ Financial
Communications nor its sources guarantees the accuracy, adequacy,
completeness or availability of any information and is not responsible for any
errors or omissions or for the results obtained from the use of such
information. In no event shall S&P Capital IQ Financial Communications be
liable for any indirect, special or consequential damages in connection with
subscriber's or others' use of the content.
© 2013 S&P Capital IQ Financial Communications. All rights reserved.
Securities and Financial Planning Offered Through LPL Financial- Member
FINRA/SIPC
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CITRUS GREENING - LESS GREEN FOR GROWERS

Orange juice has been an important part of the American breakfast since the
1960s. In the ‘70s, Anita Bryant, TV citrus spokeswoman, totted “breakfast without
orange juice is like a day with sunshine.”
Florida is the largest producer of orange juice in the U.S. and the second largest
in the world. Yearly, the industry has a $9 billion economic impact in our state
and accounts for about 76,000 jobs. Not long ago, citrus groves covered
800,000 acres of Florida. Today, it is half that.
Now Citrus greening, a disease that affects Citrus trees and their fruit could
change all that. Fruit on infected tree a does not grow to normal size and it
remains green. The fruit, misshaped and looking more like a lime, is small and
bitter. The disease eventually kills the tree and has affected nearly every orange
grove in the state
Citrus Greening first affects a tree’s roots and later the fruit, causing crop and tree
loss. It infects a tree before the grower can do anything about it, making the fruit
useless. The disease has been around for centuries, but in the last ten years, it has
become a major factor in the Florida citrus industry. It was first noted here in
2005, and since then, our Citrus industry has certainly felt the squeeze with a 25%
decline in the harvest since 2010-11.
Harvest declines obviously impact the cost of producing a gallon of juice. With
Yellow Banks owner John Buck with a
the increased costs, sales of Florida’s orange juice are also down. Many local
greening and normal orange.
stores are starting to import more citrus from California and Mexico. For now,
orange juice is still America’s best-selling juice but it is losing shelf space in nearby grocery stores due to rising prices
and alternative fruit drinks.
The industry is spending millions of dollars on research looking for answers. They are experimenting with new tree
species which may take 30 years to implement and even GMO (genetically modified organism) trees, which
researchers say is the quickest solution. While the U.S. seems to be more accepting of GMO foods, 60 countries ban
GMO products, including the top importers of Florida citrus. They will not allow them to be imported or sold.
“Citrus Greening has cut my yield from a normal 80% to 60% a crate,” says local processor John Buck, owner of
Largo’s Yellow Banks. “The problem is, you don’t know they are bad until you get them here and handle them. The
affected fruit is smaller, green and usually shaped like an egg. However, they are not a total loss. In our case we can
squeeze them and turn them into juice, which we sell a lot of.”
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WALKING TO CALIFORNIA PART 4

This is a series of articles we have been running about Indian Rocks
resident Sam Leonard, who is walking to California.

When we last left Sam, he was home for a funeral and
planned to resume walking March 1st. He returned to the
edge of New Orleans, heading to Baton Rouge. “Louisiana is
very impressive. They have a lot of industry, agriculture and
oil,” he notes. He figures he has crossed the Mississippi River
five or six times. He still walks 3-5 miles, pushing a bike, then
rides back to his car to move it.
He took I-10 and Hwy 90 to Opaloosa where he passed
through the Achasalya Basin. “This is some of the most
beautiful terrain I have seen so far,” Sam says. “Some of the
bridges I cross are not safe to walk over. So I drive across the
bridges and park my car on the other sides.”
In Rayne, La. known as Frog Capital of the U.S., he said
“There were frogs everywhere, some real and some not.
Storefronts have them by their doors. Gift shops sell all
varieties. They have an annual Frog Celebration Festival.”
Next was Crawley, the Rice Capital of North America. Then
Jennings, LA, where oil was first discovered in America. “It is
the birthplace of the oil industry,” Sam adds.
Then it was on to Iowa, LA, known for its crawfish ponds and
farms. He saw hundreds near the roadway. “I also saw the
smallest Wal-Mart I have ever seen.”
On March 31st he experienced severe leg, groin and chest
pain. He drove home to be checked out. April 6, he drove
back to Louisiana and started walking. As we go to press, he
has just reached the east Texas border.

For information on his cause, go to WalkForRehabbingVets.com.
Contact Sam at WalkCharity123@ComCast.net.

BOAT CLUB NEWS

Once again, members of the Club donated a morning in
March to cleanup our local waters. Shown above are some
of the Club’s volunteers.
35 people attended the Boat Club’s April event at Caladesi
Island for a picnic with 6 boats staying overnight for the first
official cruiser event.
MAY 2: FISH FRY, KEEGAN-CLAIR PARK This is the first ever
Boat Club Fish Fry. They supply the food, you bring your
own beverages, alcohol will be allowed at this event. Food is
$12 a plate. The fun and food begins at 2pm
JUNE 6: BEGINNING OF SUMMER ISLAND PARTY The Fall
Island Party is so popular, they added a second one. The
party on the small island at the north end of the city is the
same, come when you want and leave when you want.
Bring whatever you want to grill and a dish to share. BYOB
JULY 11: CALADESI ISLAND PARTY ON THE GULFSIDE
The IRB Boat Club is based in Indian Rocks Beach but
anyone can join and membership is STILL FREE. Meetings
will resume in September at Jimmy Guana’s in the Holiday
Inn Harborside. Anyone wanting to join can call Bob Griffin
at 517-1997 or e-mail bob@IRBboatclub.com Find details
or download an event calendar at IRBboatclub.com.
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“NOTE”-WORTHY LOCAL EFFORTS TO PROMOTE THE ARTS

When he heard a fellow Coast
Guardsman singing a happy tune on
base, Ed McKenzie asked if he sang in
a group. Soon Ed was invited to the
Barbershop Harmony chapter in town.
This was back in the mid 1970s, and
Ed has been singing Barbershop
harmony ever since. When he moved
to Clearwater in 2005 to help care for
his parents, Ed joined a local awardwinning chorus, The Tampa Bay
Heralds of Harmony.
Founded in 1945, the a cappella
chorus has sixty passionate men (as young as nine years
of age). It’s not unusual for three generations of a family
to be simultaneously represented. Last year, the Heralds
earned the Barbershop Harmony Society Sunshine
District’s coveted spot to compete at the upcoming
International Competition this July.
Ed and his riser buddies practice weekly with director
Tony De Rosa. “What an unbelievably talented guy. Tony
walks in the room and everyone is energized. Tony’s one
of the most decorated Barbershoppers in history, with
three international quartet gold medals,” shares Ed. “He
has an incredible ear. During rehearsal, Tony misses
nothing. He can identify individual singers’ infractions,
not just for a wrong note or breath, but for the color of
the note being sung. Tony addresses it with a sense of
humor, and he has the rare ability to personally connect
with every member, keeping us motivated to grow
individually for the ultimate benefit of the ensemble.”
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INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION NEWS

Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
May 12th at Slyce & Sweet IRB
June 9th: P.J.’s Oyster Bar
These FREE Happy Hours are from 6-7:30pm and are
held on the second Thursday of each month. Visit
www.IRBhome.com or visit our Facebook page for details.
In addition to singing on the risers, Ed coordinates the
Singing Valentine program each February for the Heralds.
For this event, tuxedo clad quartets roam the Tampa Bay
area to deliver messages of love to “sweethearts.” When he
retired from the Emergency Management department in
Pinellas County, Ed had some extra time, which he
dedicated to preparing the musical charts used by the
chorus. However, Ed’s favorite role is singing in his quartet,
Equinox, which competes in contests and, of course,
delivers Singing Valentines.
Ed is very excited about the Heralds show at the
Palladium in May. “We’ve built a strong base in Tampa
(often selling out shows) and are excited about spreading
the word in Pinellas.”
Check out HeraldsOfHarmony.org for membership
information. The Heralds of Harmony and two international
medalist quartets will perform at The Palladium on May
10th (Mother’s Day) at 3 pm. Purchase tickets at
MyPalladium.org or 727.822.3590.

Submitted by Joe McCall, President
Thank you from Phil Wrobel, Past President - “As former
president, vice president and board member of the IRB
HOA since fall of 2006, I would like to thank the
residents, businesses, and the city of Indian Rocks Beach
for the last eight plus years of their involvement and help
in the Indian Rocks Beach Homeowners Association. We
come a long way and created a lot of community unity.
We should all feel proud of what we have accomplished. I
am very excited about Joe McCall and his new team
taking over and putting their stamp on the HOA.
I would like to thank Becky Griffin for being my partner in
growing an organization that helped to bring our
community together while enjoying the Paradise we are
lucky enough to live in.” Phil Wrobel
Recent Community Events:
GUPPIES GULFSIDE GALLOP - Indian Rock Beach Homeowners
Association hosted the 16th Annual Guppy's Gulfside
Gallop on April 3. The sunset run continues to grow in
popularity with locals and vacationers, with a 20% growth
in participants this year. It is a great event for competitive
athletes and families. Thank you to all our participants,
sponsors and the City of Indian Rocks Beach for letting us
host such a great event.
BIGGEST BEACH PARTY EVER: The Biggest Beach Party Ever is
Indian Rocks Beach Homeowners largest community
gathering and fundraising event of the season.
The proceeds raised during both of these events will be
used to fund civic projects and programs in and around
Indian Rocks Beach.
Projects and Donations:
New Installation: Lighting at Keegan Clair Park
Community Support: Over $5,000 donated for repairs
and maintenance to Skate Board Park, basketball courts,
baseball scoreboard and field.
Community Donations: Morton Plant and IRB Food Pantry
City Art Project: The HOA has voted to allocate funds to
provide for an art installation at City Hall. The beautiful
metal artwork will be designed and sculpted by IRB
resident artist Mark Wabol of Hot Metal Designs.
Visit www.IRBhome.com or visit our Facebook page.
Indian Rocks Beach Homeowners Association is a
501(c)(4) non-profit corporation to promote community
unity. Our mission is to unite residents and businesses for
the preservation, beautification and enjoyment of our
small beach community. To accomplish this mission we
provide opportunities for residents and local businesses to
meet and get better acquainted in a friendly and informal
manner during adult and family social events throughout
the year. All proceeds generated by our major annual
events help fund worthwhile projects and causes that
directly benefit our city.
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FREEZE YOUR GUT OFF IN HALF THE
TIME WITH DUAL COOLSCULPTING

By Stephanie Schlageter, Radiance Medspa
More than 1.5 million people have
experienced the non-invasive fat reduction
procedure that got started with the humble
popsicle. Scientists realized that children who
ate popsicles got dimples because continual
freezing of the cheeks led to targeted fat loss
there. So they harnessed the power of the
frost and developed CoolSculpting, a
treatment that delivers controlled cooling to target specific
fat cells below the skin’s surface, freezing them away
permanently. Even better, with a new dual applicator, you
can double your results by treating multiple areas at one
time. Dual CoolSculpting (“DualSculpting”) basically cuts
your visit time in half, making the procedure more
convenient than ever.
The remarkable technology of CoolSculpting delivers
controlled cooling to fat deep below the skin without a
needle, incision or knife. Chilling the fat in this way – a
process called cryolipolysis – damages it to the point that
the fat cells are destroyed. During the next eight to 12
weeks, the body naturally eliminates the fat cells, and your
most annoying trouble spots go right along with them.
What's twice as nice is that with DualSculpting, two
applicators are used at the same time, so you can treat
two areas at once, like both of your love handles, while
you sit back and relax.
CoolSculpting works best for clients who have been unable
to correct specific trouble spots despite diet and exercise
efforts. It permanently eliminates resistant fat in areas such
as the abdomen, love handles, back and thighs. And
because CoolSculpting literally destroys the fat cells by
freezing them, once they're gone, they are gone forever.
You cannot regrow fat cells.
Even better, CoolSculpting is a non-invasive solution, so
there is no real downtime and you may return to work or
play the very next day. During the procedure, after a short
period of intense coldness, your treated areas numb, so
you won't feel much at all. In fact, you can spend the
treatment time – as short as an hour thanks to
DualSculpting – checking your email or listening to music.
Many clients interested in CoolSculpting’s benefits want
both fat reduction and skin tightening for an all-over body
makeover. The firming effects of Ultherapy offer a
significant compliment to CoolSculpting. Another noninvasive treatment, Ultherapy, sends ultrasound energy
below the surface of the skin to stimulate collagen
production, thereby tightening loose skin. Ultherapy is the
only FDA-approved treatment that provides both lift and
tightening. That means without surgery, incisions or
scarring, you can firm areas like your chin, neck, brow,
eyelid, chest, knees, derrière or arms, and results last for
up to two years before you need a touch-up.
With these two cutting edge treatments, you can take care
of saggy jowls and muffin tops in one visit without any
downtime. Both work gradually, so your results will improve
during the next few months as you get lifted, tighter and
firmer from head to toe, and leave people wondering what
your new exercise regimen could be. Dual CoolSculpting
and Ultherapy are your answer to turning back the clock,
and both treatments are now so quick to get, you’ll have
plenty of extra hours to enjoy your youthful looks. Maybe
you’ll even take a few minutes to have a popsicle.

Volunteers Needed
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Clothes To Kids, a local nonprofit, is looking for volunteers
to fill weekly shifts from 9-12am on Mondays, Thursdays,
and Friday mornings at the St. Petersburg location.
Volunteers should love working with clothing, sorting,
tagging, and organizing in a casual, pleasant, small group
setting. Clothes To Kids provides new and quality used
clothing to low-income or in crisis, school-age kids, free of
charge. To help, contact Patti Hanks, Executive Director, at
pattih@clothestokids.org or 727-215-8382.
Pet Pal Animal Shelter’s 13th Annual Puppy Love Benefit,
on May 9th is their largest fundraiser of the year. It is VITAL
to the day-to-day operation of the facility and provides much
needed funds for the care and recuperation of our animals.
Held at the Coliseum, the evening includes dinner, silent &
live auctions, puppy pimping, 50/50 raffle, live music, and
much more! They need Live Auctioneers and Assistants,
Goody Bags stuffers, Check In personnel, Table Escorts,
Table Monitors and people for setup and breakdown. Email
gracie@petpalanimalshelter.com to help.
Fun N Country The City of Clearwater is hosting a Fun 'n
Country Concert May 3rd, as part of the City's Centennial
Celebration. The Arc Tampa Bay Foundation is the featured
not-for-profit organization. Volunteer are needed throughout
the day. The shifts are: Noon - 3 pm, 3 pm - 6 pm and 6
pm - 9 pm Call (727) 797-8712 to help,
Does your organization have a special volunteer need? Email
your needs to bob@griffindirectories.com to have them
included in this new column.

HISTORICAL MUSEUM NEWS

The spring luncheon at the Historical Museum was a big
success! A large crowd enjoyed the potluck lunch, followed
by Dr. Gary Mormino’s talk on the history of food in Florida.
In keeping with the theme, some of the potluck specialties
were old time favorites like pulled pork, cheese grits,
watermelon, green bean casserole and key lime pie.
The spring and fall luncheons are the historical society’s
main social events and draw a mixture of members, plus
others who enjoy participating in the events. All are
welcome! Watch for information on the fall luncheon.
The most important Historical Society activity is running the
museum. The museum has no paid staff, so a core of
dedicated volunteers is essential for keeping the museum
open to visitors. The historical society is grateful for the
current volunteers who take turns hosting at the museum,
but is also interested in adding reinforcements to the crew!
If you are looking for a worthwhile volunteer activity,
consider being a docent at the museum. It’s a fun job in a
relaxed environment. No computers needed, just an interest
in welcoming people to the museum.
The museum recently underwent a complete renovation,
and the new exhibits tend to be self-explanatory so people
can tour the museum on their own. Often people coming
into the museum want to share their memories of Indian
Rocks, so they will add to your knowledge of local history.
You can volunteer one day a month, or more if your
schedule allows. Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday
through Saturday. Call the museum at 593-3861 and ask
for Carol to call you back to answer any questions you may
have about volunteering. Hope to hear from you!
For more information about the museum, visit the website at
IRBmuseum.com. You can click a link there to also visit the
museum’s Facebook page.
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ROTARY CLUB OF INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

“Service on the Rocks”

Submitted by David Kline
3rd ANNUAL ART & ALE FUNDRAISER
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach is proud to present
its Third Annual Art & Ale fundraiser, Saturday, May 16th,
from 6-9 pm.
This year the event will be at the Duncan McClellan Glass
Gallery, 550 24th Street S., St. Petersburg. The DMG
Gallery, nestled in the heart of the St Petersburg’s trendy
Warehouse Art District just west of downtown, is itself, a
work of art. Duncan has transformed a 7,800 square foot
former fish and tomato packing plant into a beautiful,
multi-functional space.
Art & Ale will feature the sale (for $25 or less) of over 150
small works of art (5”x7”), created and donated by local
professional and amateur artists, including Art Lofts, Dazzio
Art Experience, Dysfunctional Grace Art Co., Morean Art
Center, Dunedin Fine Arts Center, Beach Art Center, Pinellas
Park Art Society, Largo Art Associates and the University of
Tampa Art Department.
Admission to the event includes:
• Access to the DMG Glass Gallery
• Ability to purchase any of over 150 small works of art on
first-come, first-served basis
• Gourmet food catered by The Birchwood, one of Tampa
Bay’s Top 10 restaurants.
• Craft beer selections from three of the county’s renowned
brewers, Barley Mow (Largo), Pair O’Dice (Clearwater)
and Green Bench (St Petersburg)
• A selection of wines
• A glass blowing exhibition by DMGG artists
• A complimentary event-logo glass
There will be a Silent auction including items donated by:
DMGG (three pieces of glass art created at the event),
Ringling Museum of Art, Sirata Beach Resort, Radiance
Medspa, Belleair CC, Hotel Indigo, Morean Art Center, Ruth
Eckerd Hall and more.
Only 200 tickets will be sold to this great evening of art and
fun. Tickets are $50 each and can be purchased at
Creative Clay or by contacting event chairperson Paul Burns
(727-595-4540 or pburns20@tampabay.rr.com).
All proceeds from the sale of art will benefit the John J.
Todia, III Scholarship for Art and Music. Proceeds of the
event will also benefit the educational projects of The Rotary
Club of Indian Rocks Beach, Duncan McClellan Glass
School Project and Creative Clay Cultural Arts Center.

STINGRAY SEASON IS HERE

There has been a dramatic increase in stingray injuries
recently. Approximately 30 people were injured by stingrays
in one week on Clearwater Beach. It is important to do the
“stingray shuffle” when entering the water. By shuffling your
feet in the sand, you will scare off any stingrays that might
be around.
If you are stung, the pain can vary and the only real thing
you can do is soak the sting in water as hot as you can
stand; but don't burn your skin. You can also take Advil or
Tylenol, but no aspirin. Aspirin thins the blood and allows
the toxin to travel easier.
Soak the foot until it feels significantly better. The pain won't
completely go away, but it should feel dramatically better. A
little swelling is normal. Clean the wound as much as
possible. If it looks like the barb is in your foot, see a doctor
for treatment.

Restaurant News....
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NOW OPEN Proino’s
Breakfast Club opened a
month ago. Proino means
“morning” in Greek and
that is what They do best,
morning meals. They have
found a great niche and are
so popular they will be
opening a third location in
Clearwater Beach. Open for only breakfast and lunch,
their portions are so large you won’t need dinner. They
have a wide variety and everything is prepared fresh with
many healthy options. They feature daily lunch specials,
too. You can see photos of their meals on FaceBook at
proinobreakfast. They are located at 14400 Walsingham
Rd., just over the bridge, near Yellow Banks.
_________________________________________________
AL & STELLA’S IN SAND KEY Now that Easter is over,
the newest Al & Stella’s Italian Restaurant in the Shoppes
of Sand Key is no longer serving lunch. They open at 4pm
for dinner only. For reservations, call 240-0743.
____________________
SEASON ENDING
SOON Stone Crab
season is almost over. It
runs October 15
through May 15th.
Where can you still get
them? Try Crabby Bills,
Guppy’s, Aqua Prime
and usually at Publix.
Availability at this late
date, may be limited
____________________
DON’T FORGET MOTHER’S DAY IS MAY 10TH Who
wants to make Mom cook on her special day? That is why
Mother’s Day is one of the busiest restaurant days of the
year, starting with breakfast. We have many fine choices
nearby, but you should make a reservation!
_________________________________________________
THE REEF STEAK AND SEAFOOD COMPANY This
new restaurant is now open in the south end of the
Clearwater Beach between the Brown Boxer and Cesar’s
at the Beach. The Key West themed restaurant and bar
features a sushi bar, prime cut steaks, fresh seafood with a
raw bar and lots of handmade dishes. Everything,
including breads, soups, and desserts, is made fresh
everyday. They are open for lunch and dinner at 752
South
Gulfview Blvd.
_________________________________________________
OLD TAPAS GARDEN PROPERTY Plans are moving
forward to develop the property at 321 Gulf Blvd which
includes the Tapas Garden restaurant and its storage
garage next door. Nothing is finalized yet, but as of now, it
looks like there will not be a new restaurant on the
property.
Plans are for it to all be retail businesses.
_________________________________________________
MARINA CANTINA Everyone is wondering about the
progress of the Marina Cantina Restaurant on the roof of
the Clearwater Beach Marina Office Building. The building
is over 50 years old and had to be brought up to current
building codes. The biggest slowdown was related to
replacing underground utilities. Owner Frank Chivas and
Baystar Restaurant Group (Salt Rock and Marlin Darlin
Grill) are now moving full speed ahead and hope to open
in late May or early June on the 2nd and 3rd floors of the
building.
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COMMUNITY CONVERSATION &
APP CONNECT CITIZENS TO
COUNTY GOVERNMENT

By Pinellas County Commissioner Chair Karen Seel
Life is so fast paced, not everyone has time
to attend County Commission meetings.
New and emerging technologies allow us
to reach more residents and give them the
chance participate in their government. As
part of this effort, the members of the
Pinellas County Board of County
Commissioners and County Administrator
Mark S. Woodard will host a Community Conversation this
spring.
Unlike a traditional meeting, you do not have to show up in
person to ask questions, though you are certainly welcome
to attend if you would like. Instead, you may listen live and
ask questions through the call-in number, or post your
questions on Twitter using the appropriate hashtag or post
them on the Community Conversation blog. You can also
watch the event live on Pinellas County Connection
Television or online at www.pinellascounty.org/etownhall.
The upcoming Community Conversation will focus on goals
and initiatives for Pinellas County. Residents may pose
questions during the meeting on any topic they choose.
Commissioners and the county administrator will answer as
many questions as possible during the meeting.
This year’s Community Conversation will be held at the
Seminole Campus of St. Petersburg College, on
Wednesday, May 20, and will include an open house from
6 to 7 p.m., with the live event following from 7 to 8 p.m.
During the open house, you will be able to have casual
conversations with members of the board; providing an
excellent opportunity to get to know your county officials.
Another component of connecting residents to county
government is the county’s new mobile app. Pinellas
County citizens can instantly stay connected to county news,
meetings, events and social media through the new app Doing Things for You!
Residents can also report an issue in the community and
submit a corresponding photo with their location
automatically recorded by GPS. Once a report is received,
it is routed to the correct department to handle the issue,
whether the department is within county government or a
municipality. Users can then monitor the progress of their
report through the app. A video titled “Pinellas County App”
is available at www.youtube.com/pcctv1 and shows how to
report a problem.
Other app features include a map of the Fred Marquis
Pinellas Trail, and information about the county’s parks and
preserves, local recycling programs and real-time bus
schedules through PSTA. The Pinellas County app is
available for free download to smartphones and tablets
through the Apple Store and Google Play.
Connecting residents to their county government is
important to me and all members of the Pinellas County
Board of County Commissioners. This year’s Community
Conversation and the recently launched mobile app
reinforce that commitment and further the county’s
accessibility through new and emerging communication
tools. I am excited about these avenues for citizen
participation in county government. These are just one
piece of why Pinellas County is such a wonderful place to
live, work and play.
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HEALTH CREATION

by Bob Clark, Belleair Christian Science practitioner
Can we create health? What if we could? How would it affect
our own health and our nation’s health-care system? Don
Berwick, CEO and founder of the Harvard-based Institute for
Health Improvement (IHI) tells us “we would be better off to
re-direct some health-care enterprise from fighting illness to
pursuing health, going from health-care to health creation."
How can we make that shift on an individual basis?
1. A Healthy mind. So where does health originate?
Conventional wisdom would say it comes from a
combination of genetics, environment and behavior, right?
But let’s be unconventional and consider a more radical
idea. The current mindfulness trend points to the mental
nature of health.
This is a radical idea: “Health is not a condition of matter, but
of Mind” (Mary Baker Eddy, Science and Health with Key to
the Scriptures). This points to the divine Mind, uplifting the
human mind and its concept of health by accessing the
divine. The effect of human thought, especially when inspired
by the divine, on human health is beginning to take its
rightful place in health management and health creation. So,
take some time to pray, meditate, reflect or just be quiet for
an extended period. The book Sabbath, by theologian Wayne
Muller, not only extols the health benefits of mindfulness, it
also explains that the concept of “Sabbath”, while religious in
origin, has powerful application to everyday life for both the
religious and the non-religious. Muller shows “how to create
a special time of rest, delight, and renewal--a refuge for our
souls.” This can be an invaluable health creator.
2. Healthy practices. The word spirituality is heard more and
more in relation to health. But is spirituality something we just
read and talk about? What happens when we practice it?
I’ve found the active practice of spirituality to be one of the
most powerful health producers around. For example: the
active practice of gratitude. Finding fresh ways in which to
say thank-you, keeping a gratitude journal, or trying to stay
in a grateful frame of mind really does promote physical
health. This is a scientific fact. The active practice of empathy
and compassion is a proven health creator. Developing the
consistent mental ability to put yourself in the other person’s
shoes is a healthy practice and often turns contempt into
solution oriented thinking. Solutions to unhealthy situations,
homelessness, corruption, crime and disease, become more
accessible in the presence of true empathy and compassion.
3. Healthy habits. Be honest (a healthy habit), we all have
unhealthy habits. Facing and conquering them is a health
creator. A friend realized her habit of harboring critical
thoughts was mentally and physically unhealthy. She took
time to pray about a solution. A familiar Psalm from the Bible
which recommends not sitting in “the seat of the scornful”
came to mind. She prayed to learn how to stay out of the hot
seat and the answer was simple - love more and consciously
replace critical thought with a loving one. It is hard, but the
effect of persistent improvement is a much healthier life.
4. Healthy responses. We are all tempted to react with
unhealthy responses, but what if our responses were always
consciously healthy? It might seem hard, but it is within
reach. Here are a few examples of healthier responses:
● Respond to anger with compassion.
● Respond to rudeness with grace.
● Respond to ignorance with understanding.
● Respond to fear with love.
Creating better health in our own lives is a powerful way to
have an active role in our own and our nation’s well-being.
Read Bob Clark’s blog at simplyhealthyflorida.com.

Business News....
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MOVING UP What are they doing at the Holiday Inn
Harborside? They are adding approximately 200 new
rooms The units near the road on 2nd Street are three
stories over parking. But the building closer to the
Intracoastal is seven stories over parking. The water park’s
construction is on hold until the hotel’s building is finished.
Management has not decided if the water park and slide
will be open to the public or just available to hotel guests.
With close to 350 rooms, the park may be too crowded if
the public is allowed. The buildings’ opening date is
scheduled for the end of the year.
_________________________________________________
SAND KEY FLOWERS MOVES Sand Key Flowers is not
on Sand Key anymore. But, their phone number,
553-9100 and name did not change. Sand Key Flowers
moved to the south end of Clearwater Beach to 785
Bayway Blvd, near Sand Key Realty. The shop is still
owned by Brian Pelfrey. Their web site is
www.SandKeyFlowers.com.
_____________________________
FOUR YEARS ON THE BEACH
Noelle Daniel Wealth Management
celebrates four years at the beach!
After two years in Indian Rocks
Beach, they relocated to a larger
waterfront office on the Intracoastal
in Indian Shores, at 20001 Gulf
Blvd., Suite 8, Indian Shores where
they have been for the past two
years. Come visit by land or sea!
Dock space is available for your
boat. Noelle a CFP ® Practitioner,
and her dedicated team have worked with individuals and
businesses for over 18 years to develop financial plans,
create income solutions for retirees and manage their
investments. They also offer full investment services,
retirement planning and insurance for businesses and
individuals. Visit www.ndwealthmanagement.com
_________________________________________________
BED TAX NUMBERS BREAK RECORDS Based on the
Pinellas County Bed Tax figures, the 2014 tax revenues
were up 12.7% over 2013. January 2015 was up 23%
over the same period last year. Calculations show the
hotels, vacation rentals and car rentals companies on
Clearwater Beach and Sand Key contribute 47% of the
total Pinellas County bed tax generated. 58% of the Bed
Tax revenue is used to market and promote tourism in
Pinellas County. 9% is used for beach renourishment
while the remaining 33% funds other things including
the Tropicana Dome.
_________________________________________________
MORE NEWS? If you have news or suggestions
appropriate for this newsletter, email it to
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 517-1997
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CAPPY BIE WILL BE MISSED ON
INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

by Shera H. Bie
Otto Norman "Cappy" Bie was born
August 28, 1931 in Tampa, the fifth of
six children of Norman and Rita Bie.
He passed away on March 29th at 83
years of age.
In 1937, the Bie family moved to
Indian Rocks, the eleventh family to live
permanently on the beach. They made
the historic Boathouse at 81 Gulf
Boulevard into their unique family
home, which it remains today.
Anona School was about to be closed for an insufficient
number of students when the Bies added enough for the
two-room school to remain open, three grades in each
room. Cappy's cheerful, energetic style was a bright
addition: he weeded and watered his row in the school
vegetable garden, he collected scrap metal for WWII
recycling, he played leading roles in the annual stage
shows, he was elected May King 1943, and he could
climb trees and run barefooted faster than anyone else.
After attending Clearwater Jr and Sr High Schools and
the University of Florida in Gainesville, Major O. N. Bie
served in the U.S. Air Force. He was a pilot of B-47
bombers with the Strategic Air Command, and C-141
jets in the Military Airlift Command to Vietnam. After 21
years living on military bases around the world, Cappy
retired in 1975 and brought his wife, Cynthia "Cindy"
and their children, Danny and Summer, back to Indian
Rocks to live overlooking the bay. Cappy became a Real
Estate Broker in his father's former office in the Boathouse.
Cappy was a longtime member of St. Jerome Catholic
Church. With his mother, he had attended Mass in the
American Legion Hall in the early 1950s when only 25
families were Indian Rocks members.
Cappy was devoted to his wife and children and his
extended family. As a good neighbor, he was
unsurpassed. Who else would have gathered families
with boats for a cook-out on "Cannibal Island" north of
Harbor Drive, and entertained the kids with a water
melon seed spitting contest, a screaming contest, and a
treasure hunt that sent every child home with a prize
and every adult with happy memories.
Because Cappy never forgot the Anona School fish fries
of the ‘40s, in 1980 he called together his former
schoolmates for what became his annual Anona
Reunion, held first at the school and later Bonner and
Walsingham Parks. Picnic foods still are prepared and
served by descendents of pioneers: fried mullet and
grits, hush puppies and slaw provided by Ransoms,
Wilcox's, Meares, Mai's, Peterson's, Hammocks,
Haydens, McMullens, Luces, Zubrods, Barrys,
Blackburns, Frederiksens, Foerstes, Logans, and others.
Cappy wrote in 1992, "It's no wonder we love our
Anona. No one was rich in money but we were all rich
in things money can't buy...love and friendship. We had
kind and loving parents and devoted teachers to thank,
as well as the Good Lord, who chose us to be part of
this generation. We are some of the most fortunate
people on earth!"
Memorial donations for O. N. "Cappy" Bie may be sent
to Suncoast Hospice Foundation.
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P.J.’S OYSTER BAR CELEBRATES 30 YEARS!

It might seem unusual to name a seafood restaurant featuring oysters after a
parrot, but that seems to be what the owners of P.J.’s Oyster Bar did. In truth,
it really was the other way around, the restaurant came before the bird!
PJ’s Oyster Bar, at 415 2nd Street, is one of the city’s oldest yet newest
restaurants. It first opened at 500 1st Street on June 28, 1985, 30 years ago.
They moved across the street into the much larger building last August.
Today, the restaurant is owned by Rebecca “Bama” Palmer, her husband Steve
and their sons Mark and Daniel. They are not the original owners though, it
was actually the brainchild of Judy Vermont and business partner Ed Rosicky.
Judy and “Mr. Ed”, as everyone called him, were both from the south side of
Chicago, but they met here when in the late 1970s, Judy owned The Beach
Place (now called 18 On The Rocks) and Mr. Ed was one of her partners.
The strip-center where P.J.’s first opened, had been a convenience store
before father-son team Bruno and Paul opened it as Bruno’s Bar. They fell behind on the rent and Judy bought business.
She only bought the lease though, as the building was owned by Largo Ophthalmologist Dr. Michaelos.
When purchasing Bruno’s, Judy had a partner named Paul. They decided on the name P.J.’s, P for Paul and J for Judy, but
Paul failed to show up to sign the lease papers. Judy liked the sound of P.J.’s and kept the name.
Looking for a new partner, she approached her good friend Mr. Ed. He was a realtor by trade and reluctantly agreed to
be a partner in the restaurant. While Ed and Judy were close friends, contrary to what many thought, they were never
married.
Both being from Chicago, having Chicago Oysters as the featured menu item was an easy choice. They created the rest of
the menu with beachy stuff like grouper sandwiches, hamburgers, fish spread and key lime pie. The menu has essentially
remains the same.
Mr. Ed always said P.J. was a name fit for a bird, and shortly after the restaurant’s opening, Judy bought a baby yellow
nape amazon parrot and named it PJ. “He is an aggressive bird and only Mr. Ed could hold him,” says today’s owner
Bama. “Ed always said it was a good thing she did not buy a monkey,” she laughs. That breed of parrot is known to live
about 90 years and he is as old as the restaurant - 30 years. PJ still lives in the restaurant.
Dollars started going up on the walls from the day they opened. It was a tradition some boat club members saw in
Cabbage Key. Through the years, the restaurant has donated over $30,000 of their customer’s dollars to All Children’s
Hospital
Rebecca Palmer, moved to IRB in 1982, where she was raising her three small boys, along with attending nursing school
during the day and waiting tables at P.J.’s in the evenings. Having been raised in Cullman, Alabama she quickly earned
the nickname “Bama”.
In 1992, Judy and Ed were looking for a second location. The Newfoundland Pub in St. Pete Beach had just failed and the
owners disappeared in the middle of the night. Just like their first location, they assumed the lease and reopened it a P.J.’s
Oyster Bar. Bama became that restaurant’s manager. Eventually, Judy and Ed offered to sell that location to her, but it was
too long drive from Indian Rocks and Bama declined. At Bama’s request, she became the manager of the IRB location,
closer to home.
Judy was diagnosed with lung cancer in 2007 and died six months later. Mr. Ed, who was 70, had been thinking about
retiring and made Bama an offer on the Indian Rocks restaurant. Bama laughed and pointed out, “you don’t pay me
enough money to do that.” Ed told her he would work something out with her and he did. He stayed on as her partner for
a few years, until she was able to buy his half. He wanted to make sure his longtime employees kept their jobs after he
sold. To her credit, Bama still has many employees from the old days: Randy, Tom, Jimmy, Billy, Kelly and many others.
Things ran smoothly for a few years, but it became clear in 2012 the building’s owner, was planning to raise the rent
when their lease expired. The Munce Marketing building across the street was for sale, and over the period of a year, the
Palmers bought the old bank building and property, remodeled it and opened the restaurant. When the old location was
closed, All Children’s Volunteers helped remove the existing dollars from the wall, which amounted to about $15,000.
The new location was a nice step up. Instead of the
147 seats in the old restaurant, they now have 195.
They added a full liquor license, an outside bar, live
music, a kid’s video game room and additional
parking. They serve an average of 700 people a
day with up to 1,000 on weekends or during tourist
season. Those numbers are sure to increase when
the Holiday Inn building, now under construction, is
completed next door.
Only two restaurants in the city have been open
longer than P.J.’s Oyster Bar. Pajano’s has been
open 44 years and Crabby Bill’s 32 years. Bama,
Steve, Mark and Daniel are all glad they made the
move across the street. They are especially glad
they were able to stay in IRB. Look for their 30th
anniversary party, being held later this year.
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