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MAYOR HUGH SMITH

Thirteen people have been the mayor of our city, since it
incorporated in 1956. Hugh Smith was our seventh mayor,
serving from 1978 to 1981.
Smith was in his 20s when he became involved in the local
city politics. He decided to run for office in 1969 and won a
seat on the City Commission in 1970. He served one term
from 1970 to 1972. As the youngest member of the
commission, he felt he did not really fit in. “I was always
the odd-man-out on most votes,” Smith says. “If the vote
was 4 to 1, I was the 1.”
“I became interested in politics again around 1978 when I
tried to build a wooden deck in my back yard. The City
Manager, then the Chief of Police visited me to cite me for
working without a permit, even though the code said I did
not need one.” The case went to court and was later
dismissed with court costs reversed to the city. Oddly
enough, 9 years earlier while on the commission, I
proposed an ordinance to require a building permit to
build an outside decks because of safety concerns arising
from hurricanes and severe weather. That proposal died 4to-1, as usual.”
Smith, then an attorney for the Tampa law firm, FowlerWhite-Gillem, decided to run for mayor in 1978, against
the three term incumbent mayor, Sanders Smith. It was a
Smith-vs-Smith election. Only about 1,000 residents
normally voted and Hugh won, easily. “I recall getting 70%
of the vote. We served with no pay, in those days.”
As the City Attorney for Madeira Beach, Smith had seen
problems with laws and codes in some other beach
communities. “Madeira had poorly written codes on their
books so they had trouble enforcing many of them,” says
Smith. “Indian Rocks Beach was no exception.”
“During my term as commissioner and later mayor, the
Commission was divided on many issues relating to the
City Charter, City Codes and one of the biggest problems
zoning. We reduced the density from 36 to 30 units and
building’s height limits down to 5 stories. We created a
Land Use Development Plan, redrafted the City Charter
and reviewed the Codes one-by-one.”
Soon after being elected Mayor, Hugh Smith discovered
City Manager Elwood Koch, a strong supporter of former
Mayor Sanders Smith, had used city resources to support
the incumbent mayor who was defeated. He convinced
Koch to resign and a new City Manager was quickly hired.
Then there was a new problem with Indian Rocks Beach’s
Police Department and its Chief. An audit discovered
money irregularities; predominantly involving speeding
fines for out-of-state drivers. An investigation determined
Indian Rocks police received a cut of the speeding tickets

they issued. There were contest for writing the most tickets
and prizes included items seized during criminal
investigations. The Chief of Police was fired.
“We passed an ordinance banning future commercial
development on the west side of Gulf Blvd.,” Smith said.
“There were people on both sides of this issue. Having
been the City Attorney in Madeira Beach, which has lots of
beach bars and the related issues, I had seen many
problems and complaints.”
The building at the 900 block of Gulf Blvd called
Reflections, which stands out because it is so tall, was also
an issue during Smith’s term. “Reflections became a very
big problem during my time as mayor,” Smith recalls. “This
was before we had changed some codes. At the time,
plans were approved by the Board of Adjustments. It did
not require City Commission approval. It led to a lawsuit,
but construction of the building continued, anyway.”
“During my years as Mayor, the City Commission was
extraordinary and the city became united. I feel like we
accomplished a lot during my time on the commission. We
had some fine people serving including Ralph Finke (prior
mayor), Emma Jackson, Jack Reynolds, Roberta (Bobbie)
McDonald, George Schriefer, Sal Migliaccio, Robert Driver,
Sam Blackman and Frank Proctor.”
In March, 1981 when he was halfway through his second
term, Smith resigned due a major legal case he had in
another city. Vice Mayor Frank Proctor assumed his term.
“I liked working with Hugh,” says Frank Proctor. “Everyone
liked Hugh. He was efficient, effective and smooth. That is
probably something one learns by being an attorney. I still
call him the Mayor Emeritus.”
After he resigned Smith moved to Tampa. He was a Special
Agent for the FBI assigned to the Tampa office and worked
in the organized crime and racketeering section of the
Bureau’s New York City office. After leaving the FBI, he was
an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Middle District of Florida
and as lead counsel participated in over 200 trials.
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CITY NUMBERS
CITY HALL. . . . . . . 595-2517
1507 Bay Palm Blvd
www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com

CITY MANAGER - Gregg Mims
MAYOR/CITY COMMISSION . 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Cookie Kennedy • Terry Wollin
Phil Hanna • Jim Labadie Vice Mayor
City Manager, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-2517
Gregg Mims
Building Department: . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Dan Weigner
Planning & Zoning: . . . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Danny Taylor, Dir.
Public Services: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
Calvin Warren, Assistant Public Services Dir.
IRB LIBRARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-1822
Next to City Hall
M-F 9-5pm, Tu-Th 7-8:30pm, Sat 10-1pm
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM . . . 593-3861
Across from the Post Office
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.. . . 641-4795
Phil Wrobel, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER . . . . . . . . 596-4331
Next to City Hall, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd
POST OFFICE / IRB. . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Avenue 33785, Near Crabby Bill’s
Mon-Fri 8:30A-4:30P; Sat 9A-12:00P
IRB ROTARY
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
ACTION 2000
Eric Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm
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CONFESSIONS OF A SMALL
TOWN MAYOR

LITTLE LEAGUE . . . . . . . . . . . . 417-7349
IRB WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . 595-4575
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach. . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS . . 595-1038
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
SEWER / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
TRASH / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St. Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-395-2512
Republican, District 66
8383 Seminole Blvd, Suite B, Seminole
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
David Jolly . . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-392-4100
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/jolley

2015 CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

MARCH
Rays Spring Training Begins
5
Boat Club Salt Rock Grill
7
Daylight Savings Time Begins
8
City Elections
10
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
12
Shamrock Run Ulmer Park
13
Great America Clean Up
14
Blue Grass Folk Fest
14
Schools Closed
16
St Patricks Day
17
Spring Begins
20
GreenFest
21
Boat Club Intracoastal Clean Up
21
Belleair Sunday Concert in Park 22
Family Campout Bonner Park
27-28
Historical Society Spring Luncheon 28
Blood Drive Crabby Bill’s
28
St Petersburg Grand Prix
28-29
Pinellas County Spring Break Begins 30
APRIL :
Guppy’s Gulfside Gallop 5K Run 3
Rotary Pancake Breakfast
4
Beauty and The Beach
4
Easter Egg Hunt IRB’s Nature’s Park 4

McGough Park Easter Egg Hunt
4
Easter
5
Coffee with a Cop at Crabby Bills 7
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
9
Turtle Trot 5K Run McGough Park 11
Boat Club to Caladesi
11-12
IRB Garage Sale
18-19
Earth Day
22
Administrative Professionals Day 23
Arbor Day
24
Biggest Beach Party Ever
25
MAY :
Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins

PawFest Largo Central Park

1
4

Taste of Pinellas
9-10
Postal Workers Food Drive
9
Mother’s Day
10
Clearwater Beach Restaurant Week 11-17
Community Clean Up
11-13
Homeowners Happy Hour
14
Stone Crab Season Ends
15
Rotary’s Arts and Ale
16
Taste of Belleair

Safe Boating Week
Memorial Day

18

18-24
25

By RB Johnson, Mayor Indian Rocks Beach
Okay, now that I have your attention, my first confession
is that I'm not going to go all tabloid here. (Sorry, thrill
seekers!) But what I will do is give you some insight into
the duties, joys, and general weirdness of being an
elected official in a small community. And, as we say,
the honor and privilege is all mine.
One aspect of this privilege is that if you're ever tempted
to get complacent or full of yourself, your constituents
are ready and willing to remind you who's really in
charge. They may do this during a meeting or on the
street -- or through the ballot box. They may even run
for office themselves. That's the beauty of small town life.
Not only can anyone run for mayor or commissioner, it
seems like sooner or later most everyone does. The cost
and time involved to campaign is not negligible, but it's
still substantially less than might be demanded in a
larger municipality. On the other hand, the insularity
that comes from life in a bigger city is virtually nonexistent in a place like IRB. Which means that once
you're in office, the citizenry have you within reach pretty
much all of the time.
This accessibility is largely a good thing. Not only can
commissioners be quickly contacted through their emails
and phone numbers, you also see them around town on
a regular basis. Such constant interaction guarantees a
back and forth flow of ideas and concerns between the
politicians and the public. On occasion, however, this
very visibility can become awkward for us. For instance,
if I'm in a hurry, shopping at Publix can turn into an
adventure. The first rule of an elected official is to never
say no when a constituent wants to talk. At whatever
length. It's a good rule, but a demanding one.
This is why I always say that while being mayor of IRB is
considered a part-time job, you're really a full-time
mayor. The same goes for the rest of the commissioners.
We all have stories of odd place and odd hour
constituent interactions, most of which are perfectly
pleasant. But every once in a while you get a late night
irate (or sometimes drunken) phone call that brings into
play all of your powers of patience and sympathy.
Listening, and listening well, is job one.
But no matter how well you listen, no matter how much
you may want to satisfy every concern, at some point
you're going to disappoint a resident here, a visitor
there, and eventually all of your friends as well. Because
your duty is to do the best you can for the entire
community -- and when was the last time you found
someone you never disagreed with on any topic
whatsoever? I'll tell you this much: I feel more keenly,
and remember more sharply, the situations where folks
leave a meeting feeling bitter, angry, or hurt, than those
when everyone departs with a smile on their face. If you
ever get elected to the commission, you'll know exactly
what I mean.
Speaking of which, I strongly encourage IRB residents to
vote on March 10. In a small town like ours a single
vote can definitely make a difference. I recall a mayoral
race a couple of decades ago that was decided by less
than a dozen votes. You just never know how narrow the
margin of victory might be. Who wants to be left
thinking, gosh, if I'd only voted, maybe...well, you can
complete the sentiment yourself!

Did You Know....
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ANONA PRINCIPAL
RETIRES After 38 years in
education, Gaye Lively,
principal at Anona
Elementary School retired.
“Actually I am planning to
stay busy by starting a
photography business,
writing some books and
traveling,” Gaye tells us.
She lives in Seminole, has
2 adult children, and some
grandkids. Lively has been
in the Pinellas County
School System 30 years
and the Principal at Anona
for 4 years. Her last day
was
February 27th.
________________________

CITY ELECTION MARCH 10TH Three people are vying
for two City Commission seats. They are incumbents Phil
Hanna and Terry Hamilton-Wollin, and newcomer Bill
Dotson.
The two people with the most votes are elected.
___________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATE The City of Indian Rocks Beach
incorporated June 25, 1955. This is the 60th Anniversary
of that date and a good excuse for party! The City and
various civic organizations are planning a street party on
June 27th. It will be a celebration of the 1950s, with a
band, car show, food and more on Saturday June 27th.
___________________________________________________
RECYCLE PLASTIC Americans throw away 2.5 million
plastic bottles every hour. Five recycled plastic bottles
provides enough fiber to create one square foot of carpet
or enough fiber-fill to fill one ski jacket. Recycling one ton
of plastic bottles saves the equivalent of the amount of
energy used by a two person household for one year.
___________________________________________________
SUNDAY MORNING MARKET A new open air market
is being held in Indian Shores every Sunday from 9 to
1pm in the parking lot of their City Hall, just south of
Salt Rock Grill.
___________________________________________________
FAMILY SPRING CAMPOUT Bonner Park, across the
Intracoastal Waterway, north of McGough Park is hosting a
Family Overnight Campout on Friday March 27. It includes
a dinner and breakfast cook out. The cost is $10 per
person (children under 2 are free). This event normally sells
out so reserve now. Find information at www.Largo.com or
call 586-7455
_______________
APPRECIATION
LUNCH The
Annual Friends of
the Library
Appreciation
Luncheon was
Sunday, February
8th at TJ’s Italian
Café. Friends of
the Library donate
their time to staff
the library
circulation desk, shelve and straighten books and assist
patrons. Some have been volunteering there for over 25
years. The organization is always in need of new people.
To get involved, call 512-1895.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

LITTLE LEAGUE SEASON OPENS Opening day of the
West Pinellas Little League, that plays in Indian Rocks, was
Saturday, February 21st. They had their annual parade and
once again Dewayne Staats, play-by-play commentator for
the Tampa Bay Rays was the emcee. Now hundreds of
neighborhood kids will be playing their hearts out through
April. Games are most nights and every weekend. Come
on out, watch and game and support Little League by
having a hot dog and a soda. They are always in need of
volunteers, coaches, umpires and sponsors. Call Hope
Wyant
at 417-7349, to get involved.
___________________________________________________

STORY TIME Indian Rocks Beach’s Library is resuming
Story Time. The free program is at 10:30am on Thursdays.
Children of all ages are invited.
___________________________________________________
THERE IS AN APP FOR THAT Buying a Florida Fish and
Wildlife fishing and hunting license just got easier. An
interactive app that works with Apple, Android or Windows
is available for you to use to easily purchase licenses.
Download the free app by searching for FWC in the App
Store or Google Play. The app lets you store a copy of
license on your phone, check FWC news, find
sunrise/sunset times, check coastal forecasts and review
fishing and hunting regulations. Visit License.MyFWC.com
for more information.
___________________________________________________
SUNDAYS IN BELLEAIR The fourth year of Sundays in
Belleair Outdoor Concert Series continue on March 22,
and April 19. Gates open at 4 pm and the concert goes
from 5 -8 pm. Food and beverages will be available for
purchase. Limited tickets will be sold, so get yours early!
General admission tickets are $5 in advance, $10 day
of. VIP tickets are available for $75. For information, call
727-518-3728 or visit www.belleairrec.com
______________
PUBLIC ART
The Seaside
Real Estate Store
has added
some “Art In
Public Places” to
their building on
Gulf Blvd.
Owner Jennifer
Blackwell added
a large glass
and metal
mermaid facing
Gulf Blvd. She also added some stingrays to the post at the
north end of her property. These two pieces of art were
created by Vince Anthony, of Redington Beach. Seaside is
located at 1101 Gulf Blvd.
___________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN MAY Read this issue, as well
as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

Real Estate News
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SNOWBIRDS, SUNBIRDS & STAYBIRDS
IRB Birds of a Different Feather

By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate Doiron Realty on the Beach

An estimated 30% of Florida’s one million snowbirds will
eventually buy property in the state. If you’re considering
selling your home or condo this year, it’s wise to list it
during their “nesting” months. Snowbird season starts
earlier and lasts longer every year. November to April
has expanded into October to May as the time when
sitting in a standstill sea of license plates from OH, MI,
PA and Canada is all in day’s work.
If you wait until May-September to put up the “For Sale”
sign, there will be fewer eyeballs in town to view your
property. Aside from the reverse migration of snowbirds
come May, this is also when the tide reverses and IRB’s
“sunbirds” migrate north to escape the stifling summer heat.
Another winter of below-zero mercury is all but
guaranteeing an even bigger bumper crop of snowbirds
this year. Trulia, a leading real estate Web site, claims
that for every 10-degree temperature drop up north,
there is a 4.4% increase in searches for homes in warm
weather climates. In February, the number of closed and
pending sales of single-family homes and condos are up
50% over the same month last year!
There is a growing trend for snowbirds to become
“staybirds,” due to the rising cost of maintaining two
homes on a fixed income in a challenging economy.
Then, there are the aging snowbirds, who just can’t “do
the drive” one more time; they are seriously
contemplating a more permanent escape. As snowbirds
find it almost impossible to find decent rentals at an
affordable price, they may have to choose between
relocating--for good--or cutting their stay here shorter.
One woman, after only few months as a new snowbird,
became a Florida resident just to escape her state’s
estate tax. She bought a five-bedroom home in the
Sunshine State for less than her estimated death tax up
north and will leave something more to her children than
just a whopping tax bill.
In some circles, “snowbirds” is a derogatory term. In
Indian Rocks Beach, we consider them to be one of us.
The fact that they fly the coop for part of the year in no
way diminishes them in our eyes. Many are among our
closest friends. Lori & Dick from Hudson Falls, NY, north
of Albany, have been coming to IRB for a couple months
in the spring for two decades. They run the Guppy’s
Gulfside Gallop and volunteer at city events when in
town. A group of us even plan our social calendars
around part-time IRB resident Kelly’s visits. She is not a
snowbird but a “snowflake”--a frequent flier who
bounces back and forth between IRB and her Michigan
home regardless of temps. Kelly has bought, remodeled
and sold three homes in IRB over the last few years.
Let’s face it, even a good hurricane scare no longer
keeps the snowbirds away. And, it’s been so long since
we’ve had one of those, I’d be hard-pressed to even
locate my sandbags without totally cleaning out my
garage. Are you as surprised as I am to learn that the
state bird of Florida is the mockingbird? Hmmm.
Source: My Florida Regional MLS (Median prices/average
days on market)
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HUGH SMITH, continued

Since 1985, he and his wife Diana Fuller have been law
partners at Smith-Fuller, PA. Shortly after entering
private practice, Smith was retained by the U.S. Attorney
General to handle a nine- month trial, in Jacksonville,
involving Glenn Turner and a major pyramid scheme.
The firm of Smith - Fuller practices in product liability
claims involving motor vehicles, component parts and
tire failures. Smith has authored several articles relating
to tire litigation and has lectured extensively before a
variety of professional groups.
Smith is a Diplomat of the American Board of Trial
Lawyers, a Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer and a
member of the Florida Board. In 1992, he was awarded
the prestigious George C. Carr Memorial Award of
Excellence in recognition of his legal achievements
Smith now lives in Indian Shores with his law partner
wife Diana. Get more information on them at
www.TireLitigation.com

ACTION
2000
NEWS

On May 7th at the Historical Museum, 4th Ave / Chic-A-Si
Park, from 6pm - 7pm, we are hosting our May Sunset
Mixer where all are welcome. Here the 2015 Preservation
Awards will be presented by the Plein Aire Cottage Artists
and Action 2000. There will be live music, door prizes,
deserts by Sweet IRB, hors d'oeuvres and wine will be
served. Colorful Sunset Attire is requested, do join us!
A new initiative for Action
2000 in 2015 is Service
Saturdays.Once a month
we pick an area around
IRB to spruce up by
weeding, cleaning,
planting and trimming
plants. The first area was
on Gulf Blvd at between
17th and 18th Ave at the
county park and what a
great success this was.
Thank you for all who rolled up their sleeves and
participated.
A current project Action 2000
funded are the new Spring
Banners along Gulf Blvd, in
partnership with the City. They
really brighten up the streetscape,
we hope you like them.
Join us! Action 2000 meets at the
Beach Arts Center on the second
Monday of each month and
everyone is welcome. Come and
meet our wonderful group of
volunteers making IRB a great
place to live and work. More
information can be found at www.irbaction2000.com or
on facebook at Action2000IRB. Action 2000 - Where
Action is the Attraction!
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OUR SWEET, SWEET CITY

Indian Rocks seems to have a sweet tooth. Fortunately for us, we have six local places to fill our need for the sweet stuff.

PANAMA COFFEE &
TROPICAL ICE CREAM

435 Gulf Blvd, on the
corner of Walsingham Rd.
Owned by Craig Severson.
Both a coffee house and
an ice cream parlor, they
have been in Indian Rocks
Beach for 4 years. In
addition to specialty
coffees, they sell smoothies
and a variety of slushy
drinks. In the sweet stuff
department, they have 75 flavors of ice cream, which is more
than anyone else except maybe Busch Gardens.

SWEET IRB

301 Gulf Blvd,
near Slyce Pizza.
Owned by Melissa
and Bill Dotson.
One of our newest
sweet entries, they
officially opened last
fall. They see
themselves as a
southern bakery with
coffee shop and cafe’.
In addition to selling cakes and desserts to many local
businesses, they are open to the public Friday, Saturday and
Sunday mornings offering traditional bakery items such as
desserts, cakes, cookies and muffins along with grab-n-go
breakfast and lunch items. In addition, Sweet IRB has a full
line of specialty coffee, espresso, frappe’s, smoothies and iced
coffee. They specialize in custom cakes and catering for
weddings, corporate events and special occasions.

CANDY
KITCHEN

301 Gulf Blvd,
next to Slyce
Owned by Brad,
Lora and Andie,
Holybee

The original Candy Kitchen opened 65
years ago in Madeira Beach (1950).
They opened a second store in
Redington Beach. This is their third
store.
They specialize in over 500 types of
novelty candies, handmade ice cream,
12 types of fudge, Italian ice, nostalgic
drinks like longneck sodas and toys.
Candy includes licorice, Saltwater Taffy,
Jaw Breakers and more.

PINKY’S
ICE CREAM

1401 Gulf Blvd, at
14th Ave.
Owned by Wendy
Pinky’s has been in
Indian Rocks nine
years this month.
There you can find
the treats your
grandparents loved
and things you
thought were lost in
the years gone by.
Pinky’s sells 26
flavors of old
fashion handmade
ice cream with 10
different toppings, Italian ice, along with
300 different candies, fudge and novelty
gifts. Pinky’s also offer long neck bottled
sodas, milk shakes and hot dogs.

YELLOW BANKS
GROVES

14423 Walsingham Rd.,
Largo.
Owned by John Buck.
They sells all kinds of citrus,
but they also offer candy,
nuts, honey, sauces, cakes,
cookies and jellies, plus their
most popular item - soft
serve ice cream. They have
vanilla, orange sherbet or a
combination of the two.
Only open October through
Memorial Day, they are
located just across the
Walsingham Bridge.

CAFE DE PARIS
BAKERY

2300 Gulf Blvd.
Owned by Xavier & Valerie
De Marchi
Established in 2003, this is a
world class French bakery
that uses only the freshest
ingredients in all their
baking. They offer a
breakfast and lunch menu
with wonderful breads,
macaroons, Croissants,
French pasties, Cream Puffs
& Éclairs, custom cakes and
cookies. They also offer
specialty drinks including hot
chocolate, American and
European coffee and
espresso.
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BIRDS ON BEACH

Thanks to Northside Christian High School senior Molly
Doyle (17), Downtown St. Petersburg has a new family of
birds that never fly north. They are bronze sculptures.
The sculptures are a permanent exhibit called “Birds on
Beach” - Beach Drive that, downtown St. Petersburg. They are
not in a museum; you will find them along sidewalks and in
parks. But, you have to look for them because finding them is
what it is about.
It is similar to a scavenger hunt, and is based on the tale of
the imaginary winged family the Warblesons. Buddy, the
youngest Warbleson, is lost and the family must find him.
The clues point to the places each bird has stopped.
Molly, now a senior, got the idea in Greenville, SC, where
there is a similar project called Mice on Main. “I wanted to
start Birds on Beach because I wanted to make the city a
friendlier, fun place to visit and live,” said Molly. “I thought it
would be fun for people of all ages to find these little
bronze birds in unexpected places by using the clues on the
brochure or the web site; they will learn a little history, too.”
Molly approached City officials and they put her in touch
with local artist, Donna Gordon who made each bird
Molly decided where each bronze bird would be. She
approached the businesses and museums to explain her
plan. The first to agree was Bruce Watters Jewelers. The
Birchwood Inn jumped at the opportunity. “It is important
we embrace downtown’s artistic culture,” says Chuck
Prather, owner of The Birchwood.
“The scale of the birds integrates well with the museum’s
natural setting,” says David Connelly, Museum of Fine Arts’
Marketing Director. One is near the museum’s entrance.
“I had tons of help on this project,” Molly recalls. “The

Museum of Fine Arts
suggested making a tri-fold
brochure, which turned out
better than a flat sheet. I
never thought of including
a map until someone else
suggested that, too.”
“I was really excited about
being involved in
something that could be a
fun, interactive project that
would benefit the entire city,” says Gordon. She created the
birds out of clay and sent them to be cast in bronze at a
Port Charlotte foundry. “Molly wanted each bird to have a
distinct pose. They are each charming in their own way.”
Molly’s parents, Bob and Jillian Doyle, founders of Doyle
Wealth Management, sponsored the $15,000 project that
included the sculptures, website design, legal fees,
trademark search and brochure printing.
“My role was chauffeur and cheerleader,” says mother
Jillian. “Since Molly does not have a driver’s license, I drove
her to meetings with sponsors, the artist and city officials.
Molly learned many skills and life lessons from this project.”
“One thing I learned is projects like this require a lot of time
and input from lots of people,” Molly explained. “I learned
about branding, trademarks, logos and copyrighting plus
how to writing proposals and make presentations.
“Most importantly, I learned if you have an idea, and are
passionate about it, you should go for it - no matter what
your age. It is cool to see that I’ve left my mark on
downtown St Petersburg.” Visit www.BirdsOnBeach.com.

Restaurant News....
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ORIGINAL PIZZA
OPENS IN INDIAN
SHORES While new to us,
this pizza restaurant is not
new at all, they recently
relocated from Madeira
Beach and have a location
in Treasure Island. Owned
by Giancarlo, he offers a
full authentic Italian menu,
with a lot more than pizza
including soups, salads,
sandwiches, Stromboli,
pasta and even some
Mexican specialties. Located at 19525 Gulf Blvd. in Indian
Shores, you can dine in, take out or have it delivered here
in IRB for free. Call them at 595-8500. See their menu at
OriginalPizzaIndianShores.com
_________________________________________________
AL & STELLA’S IN SAND KEY Al & Stella used to have
a restaurant in Indian Rocks where Stefano’s is today. Now
they have opened another Italian restaurant nearby in the
Shoppes of Sand Key in the space formerly occupied by
Pizza Bizarre. Owners Al & Stella already own three other
Clearwater Beach restaurants. This newest venture will
open for dinner only beginning at 5pm. However, during
the tourist season (now through April) they plan to open at
11:30am for lunch, too. You can call them at 240-0743.
_______________________
BREAKFAST CLUB
George Soulellis hopes to
have his second Proino’s
Breakfast Club at 14400
Walsingham Road, just east
of Hamlin Road, open by
the time you read this. The
original Proino’s is at 201
West Bay Drive in Largo.
Watch for the balloons!
_______________________
RESTAURATEUR NAMED MR. CLEARWATER Frank
Chivas, owner of Salt Rock Grill, Marlin' Darlin, Island
Way Grill, Rumba, Salt Rock Tavern and, soon, the Marina
Cantina at the Clearwater Beach marina was named "Mr.
Clearwater" at the 93rd annual meeting of the Clearwater
Regional Chamber of Commerce. In addition to his
restaurants, Chivas is also known for his charitable work
on behalf of a multitude of nonprofit groups and was
instrumental in bringing the annual offshore powerboat
race to Clearwater Beach.
_________________________________________________
20 YEARS OLD Villa Gallace once was a convenience
store. For twenty years now, it has been a highly respected
Italian restaurant at the south end of town. The vision of
Pompeo, Alice and Luigi Gallace, transformed the former
Circle K store into today’s tantalizing taste of Italy.
Pompeo, the patriarch of the family, was born in Calabria,
Italy and moved to New York in 1952. Eventually, he and
his wife Alice moved to Florida and opened Davincias, a
pizza and pasta restaurant. Eight years later, he opened
Gallacea’s in Indian Shores, which was very successful.
When Luigi joined the family restaurant business, they
moved to IRB into the recently closed Circle K store. Villa
Gallace, translates to The Gallace home. Head Chef
Marcello Caravello was born in Italy and his expertise has
helped the restaurant earned its exceptional reputation.
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Business News....
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BEACHSIDE FRESH MARKET OPENS The much
anticipated Beachside Fresh Market opened the first of
February. Owners Joe and Tammi McCall are Indian
Rocks residents. The market sells fresh local fruits
vegetables, deli meats and cheeses (sliced to order),
locally baked breads, freshly squeezed OJ, tangerine and
grapefruit juices, dairy products, eggs and bacon. Their
goal is to provide the best locally grown produce, local
artisan and “Fresh from Florida” products and other
pantry staples. In addition, they will be offering an online
Organic Buyers Club open to the community. Those
interested must register at www.beachsidefreshmarket.com
or in person at market. For information about the Buyers
Club or market, email info@beachsidefreshmarket.com.
They are at 1511 Gulf Blvd. (next to Chicago Jaqx pizza).
_________________________________________________
SHELL STATION There is activity again including
painting and general repairs at the gas station on the
corner of Gulf Blvd and Walsingham The painter, an
employee of United Gas, said it may reopen by May
_________________________________________________
WALKING FOR WELLNESS A six session group
training and walking program begins on April 2nd in
Indian Rocks. Get fit, lose weight and anti-age your
posture. Contact Cathleen Shears for additional
information and registration. 727-238-9456,
cathleenshears@gmail.com
___________________
CANDY KITCHEN
OPENS The Candy
Kitchen opened at
301 Gulf Blvd, located
near Slyce Pizza. They
specialize in novelty
candies with over 500
varieties, 12 flavors of
homemade fudge, 20
flavors of saltwater
taffy, nostalgic toys, licorice, jaw breakers, and more. The
Candy Kitchen opened their first store in Madeira Beach
65 years ago. It is still there. The owners are Brad, Lora
and their mother Andie Holybee.
_________________________________________________
INDIAN ROCKS TACKLE This tackle shop opened in
1955 and has been an Indian Rocks institution for 60
years. Its location was chosen because the Indian Rocks
Pier was only a half a block away and fishermen always
needed supplies. The pier collapsed during Hurricane
Elana in 1985, but the shop continued. Donna and Jim
Greenway bought the shop in April of 1971, 44 years
ago this month. Jim died in 2011, but Donna has
continued to operate it with a small staff. They feature
high quality fishing equipment, clothing and other gifts.
Check them out at 1301 Gulf Blvd, next to Pajano’s Pizza.
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THE TURTLE TALE

JR was a male
horned owl who was
living in captivity at
McGough Park,
located across the
Intracoastal
Waterway in Largo.
About four years ago,
he disappeared.
Since he is unable to
fly, it is presumed he was stolen.
Luc Campeau of Totem Films, a local Clearwater
filmmaker, decided to make a movie about JR. But, it
will have a different twist. If you have ever been to
McGough Park the first thing you see is a small pond
filled with the turtles. The film of JR’s disappearance will
be made from the turtle’s perspective.
“I got the idea from my son Samuel, now 11,” says film
maker Campeau. “We used to go to McGough Park to
see JR and the other owls. My kid was always excited to
see all the turtles.”
Called “Turtle Tale”, the plot and the ending have not
been revealed, but like most, the film is not 100%
accurate. While JR was a male horned owl, he is being
played by Matilda, a female barred owl. Park ranger
Joel Quattlebaum, is now a female police officer. “The
story is not meant to be totally true,” says Campeau. “It
is a fiction-inspired owl story.” Of course in real life, the
missing owl never came home. Does he return in this
film? No one is saying.
They hope to sell the film. Look for it in local theaters or
possibly on cable TV soon.

CROSSING GUARD OF THE YEAR

72 year old Charlie
McCall was recently
named Largo’s
“Crossing Guard of
the Year.” He has
been doing this for
seven and a half
years, and has been
Anona’s traffic
coordinator for the
last six.
A normal work day is about 3 hours a day; an hour and
a half in the morning beginning at 7:45 am and
another hour and a half in the afternoon beginning at 2
pm. Two other crossing guards are also assigned to
Anona Elementary. Charlie is the only one that directs
traffic.
McCall says the best part of his job is the kids. “You can
not have a bad day working with these little people.”
One of 60 Largo guards, he is paid by the Largo Police
Department. McCall says he makes 13.65/hour, which is
about $6,200 a year.
“Charlie is so dedicated to his job,” says Anona
Principal Gaye Lively. “He never misses a day. He
controls that crosswalk in front of Anona and maneuvers
the cars with such authority and greets each child with a
smile. The kids enjoy seeing the same nice man every
morning. I have never seen a crossing guard with such
enthusiasm. This is why we nominated him for Crossing
Guard of the Year.”
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SPRING IS IN THE AIR

By Courtney C. Lazanis, owner of Zone 9 Creations
Spring is in the air and the weather is
beautiful! In Florida, we are able to
plant almost year around. This year it
seems we actually had a winter, but
March and April promise to offer
great temperatures and beautiful
spring days. Spring is a great time to
get back in to the landscape to start
sprucing it up for the coming year.
Here are some ideas to consider in
your landscape for the coming
months.
March:
- Remove winter annuals that have started to decline, plant
with new spring annuals or perennials
- Check irrigation systems to make sure it is running
properly and all sprinkler heads are working
- Fertilize plant and palms if they were not fertilized in
February
Flowers to use in March: Petunias, Geraniums, New
Guinea Impatiens, Alyssum and Wax Begonia brighten
landscapes when used as border plants or in mass
plantings where there are open spaces in the beds. If you
don’t have room in your landscape but would still like a
pop of color, consider adding flowers to a container pot
and placing it near the front entrance to your house. Use a
mix of flower colors and plant textures when adding spring
color to your garden. March is also a good month to lay
down a new layer of mulch in your landscape beds.
April:
- Keep weeds to a minimum. Remove weeds when you first
see them so they don’t have a chance to seed and come
back in future months
- Scout your landscape for insect pests. Check plants and
palms for insects at least once a month. This will allow you
to notice pests before they become a large infestation.
Check flowers, look on the underside leaves and on new
growth
- Water efficiently. Check local watering restrictions and
follow them. If needed, you can always hand water plants
in the garden if they are starting to wilt.
Do you enjoy having a clean, healthy landscape but aren’t
a “do it yourself” kind of person? Zone 9 Creations, LLC is
a full service horticultural company. We specialize in
residential landscape design, installation and ornamental
plant maintenance. We would love to help you create your
own unique garden space or simply maintain the one you
already have. You can find out more information about
our services at www.Zone9Creations.com or email us at
Zone9Creations@gmail.com

JUVENILE JUSTICE CITIZENS ACADEMY

Residents interested in learning how Pinellas County’s
juvenile justice system works are invited to join the new
Juvenile Justice Citizens Academy. The free program meets
weekly for nine weeks, beginning Thursday, April 9, from 6
to 9 p.m. Areas of focus include prevention, diversion and
community-based programs as well as visits with members
of the court system and the detention center. Pre-registration
is required. The application deadline is Friday, March 20.
visit www.pinellascounty.org/justice/JJCA.htm or call (727)
453-7436.
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HUMBLE PRAYER AND BETTER HEALTH

by Bob Clark, Belleair Christian Science practitioner
Prayer, the act of humbling one’s self before a higher power
to find wisdom and healing, can offer solutions to even our
most challenging local and national health dilemmas. And
there’s never any lack of unhealthy situations that are
begging for such solutions!
One of our most pressing but somewhat hidden problems
here in Pinellas County is the plight of homeless children. In
response, the Clearwater Christian Science church I belong
to recently started a matching fund to help local children
facing life homeless. Money came in immediately and our
Sunday School children committed to making bags of school
supplies at the beginning of the school year and snack bags
throughout the year. We did this because we discovered the
number of homeless kids in our area is five times greater
than five years ago and growing worse.
The Bible Lesson at our Sunday service the day we voted to
start the matching fund was about Solomon. One of the
lessons for me was that the “Wisdom of Solomon” wasn’t so
much his as it was God’s, and therefore freely available to
all. Solomon sought wisdom humbly from his God and not
only received that gift but also gained great riches and a
solid international reputation. Rulers from other continents
came to marvel at both his wisdom and his riches.
Whether our need is for a home or for health we can all
benefit from this kind of prayer. For me, humble prayer
seeking divinely inspired solutions, has consistently proved
effective. Whether it’s a church reaching out to its community
or a person reaching out for healing, prayer is providing
answers today as tangibly as it did in Solomon’s time.
So what answers does prayer have for our national health

care dilemma, which, like our local homelessness problem,
begs for relief? Soaring health care costs, which account for
over one sixth of every dollar spent in the U.S., have now
reached $3.8 trillion. This is over 17% of our GDP and more
than twice as much as most other developed nations. How
much healthier are we for all that spending?
One answer comes from a recent Newsweek article which
estimates that the U.S. spends hundreds of billions of dollars
every year on medical procedures that provide no benefit
and can even pose a substantial risk of harm.
Praying for wisdom and healing when faced with local or
personal health dilemmas, or even national crises that
threaten our individual and collective well-being makes
sense. It’s open-ended. There’s no limit to what we can pray
about...or what results that might bring.
The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life reports that over
one-third of Americans have experienced or witnessed a
divine healing of illness or injury. In rough numbers that’s
well over 100 million of us who have resolved health
dilemmas through some kind of prayer.
Prayer takes many different forms and means different
things to different people. One of my favorite ways to think
of prayer is well expressed by Christian healer and author,
Mary Baker Eddy, who wrote in Science and Health with Key
to the Scriptures, “The prayer that reforms the sinner and
heals the sick is an absolute faith that all things are possible
to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed
love.”
Waking up to the potential of such prayer could have
enormous benefits for us all.
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BOAT CLUB NEWS

Close to 50 people indulged in a fabulous brunch on a
sunny warm Sunday Funday afternoon at Island Way Grill.
This is always our most popular event and starts with
champagne and bloody marys and oh so much food and
ends with a visit to the dessert room. Thank you to everyone
who joined in the fun and a BIG thank you to Island Way
Grill and their staff for once again a great time.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 7: Salt Rock Grill Afternoon
March 21: Intracoastal Clean Up
April 11-12: Caladesi Picnic and Overnight if you wish
May 2: Fish Fry, Keegan-Clair Park (IRB)
Get the details or download a copy of the 2015 calendar
at IRBboatclub.com
The IRB Boat Club is based in Indian Rocks Beach but
anyone can join and membership is STILL FREE. meetings
are on the third Thursday of the month (September
through April) at Jimmy Guana’s in the Holiday Inn
Harborside. Anyone wishing to join can call Bob Griffin at
517-1997 or e-mail boatclub@griffindirectories.com

WALKING TO CALIFORNIA PART 3

This is a follow up to the articles that ran in our November and
January newsletters about Indian Rocks resident Sam Leonard,
who is walking to California for a charity.

The walking project has not been as easy as Sam thought
it would be. We detailed some of his problems, but to
recap: Sam left on September 30. His driver partner
dropped out. His walking partner quit in Tallahassee. His
sister died, followed by his brother-in-law, and he returned
home. He resumed his walk the day after Christmas.
December 29th Sam fell off his bike in Mississippi hurting
his hip, ankle and pride. He recuperated in Pensacola at a
friend’s house. He resumed January 5th, walking 12 to 17
miles a day, but the ankle injury slowed him down. He
walked through Mississippi and crossed the Louisiana state
line January 12th. The next day, he was on the outskirts of
East New Orleans. On January 14, he returned home for
his sister and brother-in-law’s planned funeral services.
The weather, cold and rainy on many days, has been a
factor in his planning. The coldest temperatures were in the
mid-40s. One day he carried his umbrella in one hand
and pushed his bike with the other. “It has not been all
bad,” Sam says. “I have met some of the nicest people,
especially in Mississippi. I never felt any danger or fear.”
He plans to return to walking March 1st and hopes to
cross the Texas state line by March 15th. Then he will have
to return to Gainesville for some cancer tests.
There is no way to predict how long it will take to reach the
west coast. But Sam has not given up on completing the
walk and raising money for his charity. For information or
to donate to his cause, visit WalkForRehabbingVets.com.
You can e-mail Sam at WalkCharity123@ComCast.net
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DISTRICT CHIEF RAY NORTON
2O YEARS IN IRB

Ray Norton has
been serving Indian
Rocks Beach since
1995. Hopefully
you have not had a
need for his
services because he
is the District Fire
Chief at the
Pinellas Suncoast
Fire and Rescue
Department
(PSFRD) located in town. He is one of three Shift A
District Chiefs.
Chief Norton (49) lives in Trinity with his wife and
daughter. “It is a long drive, but I leave home about
6am and there is not a lot of traffic at that time.” He
works a 24-hour shift, which starts at 7:30am every third
day. He works 24 hours on and 48 hours off.
Ray moved here from Newark, NJ. He first became a
volunteer with the Tarpon Springs Fire Department in
1987. Within a year, they hired him as a paid fireman.
He quickly became a certified firefighter and paramedic.
He started working in trauma care at Bayfront in 1990
where he eventually flew with Bayfront’s Bayflight
helicopter medical unit it St. Petersburg.
In 1994, PSFRD hired him full time as one their firemen/
paramedics. He since has moved up to be the District
Chief. “In these 20 years, I have seen a few hurricane
scares, some fires and a lot of EMS call,” Chief Norton
says. “There seems to be less fires these days, and more
calls for EMS. That may have something to do with new
construction and the use of fire alarms,” he explains.
“We may get 3-4 calls on a slow day, and 15 to 20 on
a busy day.”
“It is not easy work,” the Chief continues. “Firemen have
to carry 110 lbs. of equipment off the truck. The guys
who work here are in better shape today than in years
past. They work out and they seem to eat better.”

EVACUATION RE-ENTRY PERMITS

In the case of an evacuation, entrances to the city will be
closed. Residents and business owners will be required
to have a permit to reenter the city. Under a new Pinellas
County Sheriff’s office program, residents and business
owners receive their Free permits at City Hall.
After an evacuation, officers will man nine entry points
along the Pinellas Beaches and only after scanning the
permit bar code will people be allowed to return to their
home or business. Walsingham Bridge is an entrance.
Two permits will be issued per household. Businesses
may request additional passes for their employees.
Sheriff and city officials hope residents sign up before
Hurricane Season begins, June 1st. “This is one of those
things we have to be ready for, but hope that we never
need,” says Pinellas Sheriff Bob Gualtieri. “We want to
make the beaches safe and keep people out who do not
belong there.”
Residents can get their permits at City Hall. Please bring
a current vehicle registration. If that registration does not
show Indian Rocks, then bring other proof of residency.
Ask for Danny Taylor.
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INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION NEWS

Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
March 12th at Jimmy Guana’s
April 9th: Red Lion – Food Drive
These FREE Happy Hours are from 6-7:30pm and are
held on the second Thursday of each month. Visit
www.IRBhome.com or visit our Facebook page for details.

Movies in the Park- Movies in the Park are moving
forward and will be better than ever in 2015! We are
planning a monthly movie for the community either on the
beach or in the park. Please follow us at
www.irbhome.com or Facebook page for more details.
Guppy’s Gulfside Gallup Indian Rocks Beach
Homeowners Association will hold the 16th Annual
Guppy’s Gulfside Gallop 5K run/walk fundraiser on
Friday, April 3, 2015.
The race will be held directly on the beach, behind the
County Park, 1700 Gulf Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach, 1
mile north of Walsingham Rd and 1 mile south of
Belleair Causeway. The beach race starts & finishes at
the park. Runners proceed south along the water’s edge
to the 1 mile or 5K turn-around and return northbound
to the County Park, tracked with bib transponder timing
chips, sponsored by Plumlee Gulf Beach Realty.
Registration starts at 5:30 p.m. and the race begins at
6:30 p.m. The registration fee is $20 before March 28th
or $25 the day of the race. All race participants
registered by March 2nd are guaranteed a race t-shirt.
All fitness levels are welcome! This event is designed for
the whole family to enjoy! Register online or download
an application at IRBhome.com.
The race will be followed by a fun beach party to
include age group awards and prizes, live music by Trio,
food vendors, beer & wine, and more.
Packet pick-up is Wednesday, April 1 through Friday,
April 3 at Clever Training – 1519 Gulf Blvd #1, IRB. For
information visit IRBhome.com or call 727.641.4795.

WANT TO LEARN AMERICAN
SIGN LANGUAGE?

Learning to communicate
nonverbally opens up a whole
new world of communication and
understanding. Azalea Recreation
Center, 1600 72nd Street N.,
offers a new class on Wednesday
evenings from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Do
you have family or friends who
are deaf? American Sign
Language (ALS) is a gestural
language using the hands and
face and is perceived through the
eyes. Even the bond between infant and parent can be
created much sooner with a deaf child by learning to
relate at an early stage. Learn to communicate with family,
friends and the deaf community in a whole new way. In
addition, learning a language helps expand the mind and
increase awareness.
For information, call 727-893-7150 or visit
www.stpeteparkrec.org for more classes and activities.
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CALLING ARTISTS

Beauty and the Beach Fine Arts & Crafts Show
The Beauty and the Beach Fine Arts and Crafts Show will
be held Saturday, April 4th, 2015 in Indian Rocks Beach’s
Kolb Park, across from the Beach Art Center at 1515 Bay
Palm Boulevard in Indian Rocks Beach. It is part of a citywide celebration that includes a beach party, fun run,
restaurants and more.
Stroll the festival and peruse everything from paintings,
drawings and sculptures to ceramics, glass, wood and
handcrafted jewelry. Buy some unique artistic treasures for
yourself or as one-of-a-kind gifts for all occasions.
The Beach Art Center has two events in conjunction with
the Beauty and the Beach Fine Arts and Crafts Show.
14TH ANNUAL BEACH ART CENTER’S CHALK WALK This is an opportunity for all ages to get out into the street
and design their own artwork. Let your imagination run
free. Cash prizes will be awarded. Chalk Walk
sponsorships are needed for $100 per 6 x 6 foot square.
The sponsorship includes:
• A place card with your logo/message posted next to
your sponsored square.
• Recognition in our social and web outlets and in other
communication pieces including our newsletter.
PLEIN AIR PAINTING - Each artist will have from Saturday,
March 28 through Friday, April 3rd to complete their
artwork painted at a location in Indian Rocks Beach.
Bring a new canvas or watercolor paper to the Art Center
to be stamped prior to beginning the work. Finished work
must be returned to the Beach Art Center by no later than
1:00 pm on Friday, April 3rd. Canvas can be no larger
than 12x12 or 11x14. Paper can be no larger 11x14.
Artwork must be ready to be hung when returned. Canvas
and/or frames must have proper wire hanging with no
staples showing on the finished canvas. Cash prizes will be
awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. Entry fee is $10,
payable when the blank canvas/paper is stamped.
The Beach Art Center is located at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd.,
(between 15th and 16th Avenues), Indian Rocks Beach.
For information, e-mail arts1515@gmail.com, call 727596-4331 or visit: www.BeachArtCenter.org.

BOWLING IN THE DARK

Lighthouse of Pinellas’ (LHP) 3rd Annual Bowling In The
Dark FUNraising event is in full swing! This year’s event
will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2015, 1 to 4pm at
Seminole Lanes to benefit all programs of LHP.
The Bowling in the Dark FUNraising event is a great
opportunity for your Company/Club/School/Church to
create teams for a team building and networking
opportunities. Individual bowlers are welcome, too.
Vision loss causes a substantial social and economic toll
for millions of Americans. As many as 40,000 people in
Pinellas County have some level of vision loss. For over 59
years, Lighthouses’ mission has been to advance the
independence and quality of life for visually impaired or
blind residents in Pinellas County. Lighthouse offers a
holistic approach to rehabilitation, addressing physical,
mental and social challenges associated with vision loss.
Enjoy an exciting afternoon of bowling, music, food and
fun while helping to make independent lifestyles a reality
for the blind and visually impaired! Call Jo Ann Bruner,
(727) 544-4433 ext 222, e-mail jbruner@lhpfl.org or
visit www.lhpbowl15.kintera.org to get involved.
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HISTORICAL MUSEUM NEWS

All are welcome at the historical society’s Spring Luncheon
with guest speaker Dr. Gary Mormino, known as “Mr.
Florida.” Dr. Mormino is history professor emeritus at USF,
and the Florida Studies program cofounder. He just
received the Florida Humanities Council's 2015 Florida
Lifetime Achievement Award for Writing.
The potluck luncheon, Saturday, March 28, 12 Noon at the
museum, features great food and friendly fellowship,
followed by Dr. Mormino’s talk on the region’s food history.
From La Florida to the Sunbelt, the Sunshine State is a
place where so many American tastes and culinary
traditions originate. The list is long: barbecue (barbacoa),
swamp cabbage, gopher, coontie, the black drink, the
Cuban sandwich, deviled crab, the 1905 salad, the
grouper sandwich, and so much more. Dr. Mormino has
many colorful illustrations to complement his discussion of
Florida's food history.
Bring a dish to share – perhaps an old-time favorite – and
enjoy this event. Beverages and eating utensils are provided.
Stop by the museum this spring to revisit the landmarks
and happenings of old Indian Rocks Beach. It is open
Wednesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bring
your out-of-town guests to learn the fascinating history of
the area, with “big shot” photos that bring history to life.
The gift shop at the museum is now selling 8 x 10 historical
photos. Choose from a large selection of favorite images,
such as the old swing bridge, the Big Indian Rocks Fishing
Pier, a fish fry at the fire station, the 1925 photo of girls
dancing on the beach, and many more. A scanned jpg file
can be purchased for printing enlargements.
Check the website at www.IRBmuseum.com , and “like” us
on Facebook!

IT’S THAT TIME!

HOSTED BY LEADERSHIP PINELLAS CLASS OF 2015
“It’s that Time” hosted by the Leadership Pinellas class of
2015, in partnership with PACE Center for Girls, is a drive
to collect needed feminine hygiene projects. Held Saturday,
April 25, from 6 -9pm it will be at Pete and Shorty’s Tavern,
2820 Gulf to Bay Boulevard in Clearwater. 20% of all food
and beverage sales will be donated by Pete and Shorty’s
Tavern to PACE Center for Girls. In addition to dining, you
are invited to participate in the 50/50 and silent auction.
Cost of entry is a package of feminine hygiene products.
For each package you donate, you will receive a raffle
ticket for a chance to win a $500 Publix gift card. To
donate or get involved, e-mail erinemnett@gmail.com
PACE Center for Girls, Inc. is a non-residential, genderspecific program for Pinellas County girls ages 11 to 18,
who are experiencing difficulty or conflict in their school or
home. PACE helps girls who are struggling with abuse,
failing in school or facing other serious risks.
Carla Mattern, Development Director recently requested
community assistance from the Leadership Pinellas Class
of 2015 and proposed a partnership product drive to help
with the large reoccurring cost of buying feminine hygiene
products used at the school.
Carla states, “At PACE, we supply everything the girls need
while at the center, including feminine products. Our
expense of tampons & pads is huge. The immediately
needed supplies are a benefit for our girls and the PACE
organization because funds budgeted for these supplies
can be used in other areas.” For information about the
Center, contact carla.mattern@pacecenter.org
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ROTARY CLUB OF INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

“Service on the Rocks”

Submitted by David Kline
3rd ANNUAL ART & ALE FUNDRAISER
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach’s 3rd annual Art
and Ale fundraiser will be Saturday, May 16, 6 to 9 pm, at
the renowned Duncan McClellan Glass Studio,
(www.dmglass.com) 550 24th Street S., St. Petersburg, in
the St Petersburg Warehouse Arts District. It will feature the
sale of over 150 small (5”x7”) works of art. These works of
art donated through the Small Art 4 Big Heart program
(smallart4big heart.org), will be sold for $25.
The artwork will be created by professional and amateur
artists from the University of Tampa, the Beach Art Center,
Dazzio Art Experience, Dunedin Fine Art Center, Pinellas
Park Art Society, Morean Arts Center, Art Lofts, Dysfunctional
Grace Art Gallery and other St. Petersburg artists.
Admission is $50 per person and includes entrance to the
event and the DMG Galleries, heavy hors-d'oeuvres, craft
beer, wine, glass blowing exhibitions by the Duncan
McClellan glass artists and a silent auction. Only two
hundred tickets will be sold to this event.
The proceeds will primarily benefit the John J. Todia III
Scholarship Program, established to recognize and honor
the work, dedication and spirit of John J. Todia, III. John a
Past-President of the Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach,
Florida, was instrumental in establishing programs to
support local high school Art and Music students.
Since the inception of the event, we have awarded
scholarships to 14 high school seniors who will major in
Art and/or Music in college.
Creative Clay Cultural Art Center (www.creativeclay.org),
and the Duncan McClellan Glass School Project will also
be benefiting from the proceeds of this event and we
appreciate their assistance in presenting this event.
Tickets can be purchased for from any IRB Rotarian, from
David Kline, 727-418-1673, kline22@tampabay.rr.com
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
The Club is very proud to announce a three year
partnership with the Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas
County (www.habitatpinellas.org). This partnership involves
a $5000 yearly contribution to Habitat/Pinellas divided
between their building division and the ReStore retail outlet.
The Habitat/ Rotary connection goes back a long way and
involves hundreds of Rotary clubs throughout the U.S. and
the world. Both Rotary and Habitat are international nonprofit service organizations so it is natural that partnerships
develop between these two humanitarian organizations.

RCIRB President Pat Marzulli (2nd from left) presents the 2015
check for $5000 to Debbie Thomas (left), Mike Sutton (2nd from
right) and Connor Davis (right).
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ISLAND RUM CAKES

Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle
of rum! Or in this case
it is a cake full of rum
baked by Lynne James.
James started a small
rum cake business in
her home less than 2
years ago and it has
really taken off. She
makes over a dozen
different kinds of rum
cakes, each with a full
cup of rum inside.
From the Rochester, NY
area, James moved to
the area in 1981. In the
1980s and early ‘90s,
she used to work for PJ’s Oyster Bar but went on to
other things. She rejoined the staff at PJ’s in 2013 and
works at the outside bar Wednesday through Saturday.
But she has always liked baking, too.
“My mother and grandmother liked to bake, but never
for money,” James says. “They just gave it away.”
One day, James took one of her rum cake to a friend’s
birthday party. Friends wanted more of them and
eventually suggested she sell them. Thus her business,
Island Rum Cakes was born.
PJ’s allows James to do all her baking in their
commercial kitchen. She arrives in the wee hours of the
morning to prepare the day’s orders, which involves a
dozen different flavors.
Mainly, James sells her cakes one at a time. 90% are
sold locally, with the other 10% being shipped. She does
not use a web site for orders. All of her contacts are by
email and FaceBook. She deliver to a few nearby
restaurants; of course PJ’s serves them. PJ’s buys about
20 a month and at 16 slices per cake, that is 320
customers.
Her cakes sell from $25 to $40 each, depending on the
type. Her busy season is Thanksgiving and Christmas
when she also makes rum balls. Most months, she offers
specials and different flavors.
If you would like to order one of James’s Rum Cakes
e-mail IslandRumCakes@Gmail, call her at 560-5325
or visit her on FaceBook at IslandRumCakes. If you want
one now, stop in at PJs and ask for the Rum Cake Lady.
They have them for sale, while supply lasts. r,

ARE YOU ADEQUATELY INSURED OR ARE YOU UNDERINSURED?

by Phil Wrobel, Florida Best Quote
When buying insurance for you home townhouse or condo,
do you have the correct amount of coverage? When you
are looking at your policy declarations page, the Coverage
A is the limit your insurance company will pay to replace
your home or the interior of your condo. This can be a
confusing and complicated price per square foot to figure
out. And depending on the finishes in your home such as
granite counter tops, solid wood floors, solid wood cabinets
and other upgrades would require more per square foot.
Another coverage that is important when living on a barrier
island in a single family home or a slab structure is the Law
and Ordinance amount. This coverage is extra money that

will cover the cost to bring your home up to present code
including FEMA. This would pay the cost to build your home
above the base flood level of your property plus any
electrical and plumbing code upgrades. Also, if your home
does not have hurricane rated windows, this would pay the
difference to install code mandated Hurricane rated
windows.
Confused and concerned now? This is what I am here for!
To help you navigate thru these sometimes confusing and
murky insurance waters! Please call me, Phil Wrobel
727-584-9999 at Florida best Quote! We can go over your
coverages to make sure you are covered correctly, and for
the BEST price!
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HANG IN THERE

By Pinellas County Commissioner Chair Karen Seel
As a resident of Pinellas County, there are a
few questions you hear time and again:
• “How did it get this cold?” when the
temperatures drop below 60 degrees.
• “Hot enough for ya?” when the
temperatures rise over 80 degrees.
• And, “When will all of this roadwork be
done?” whenever someone gets out of their car after
driving the county’s main roads.
Believe me, as someone with an intense interest in
transportation in Florida’s most densely populated county, I
can understand your concerns and your frustration. Road
cones, Jersey barriers and work crews seem to be the
norm both day and night on many of our busiest
roadways. Cars are dusty, shock absorbers are jarred and
patience is flagging. Will the roadwork ever be done?
The good news is that it won’t be much longer for some
key projects to reach completion. And, I don’t think it’s
possible for us to be any happier about this news!
For instance, the roadwork taking place on U.S. Highway
19 in Clearwater, which included the rebuilding of the
overpass over State Road 60, was originally slated to be
completed by the fall of this year. However, with some
additional state resources and efficiencies identified by the
contractor, it’s looking like that work will wrap up this
spring – a full six months ahead of schedule! Drivers will
be able to traverse the two and a half mile segment from
Whitney Road to north of Gulf to Bay via overpass, making
their commutes that much easier.
Drivers headed east to Tampa or west to our awardwinning beaches on Ulmerton Road no doubt know of the
ongoing project to widen that roadway. As one of our
county’s major arterial roads, it was desperately in need of
improvements, and they have been going on in different
phases for more than a decade now. However, the
majority of the work has already been completed, and it’s
looking as if the last of the work on the road is scheduled
to finish in the spring of 2016.
And, another project will kick off shortly to help with traffic
in the congested gateway area of the county. State funding
has been received to start the Gateway Express project.
While the project has been envisioned for the past 15
years, federal and state funding is now available to
augment Penny for Pinellas funds to make it possible.
Once completed, drivers will be able to go from the
Sunshine Skyway Bridge to Dunedin before hitting a
stoplight. This project is slated to begin in 2017, and it is
expected to take five years to complete.
This may seem like a lot of information, but we have made
it easy to follow roadway projects taking place countywide.
Visit www.pinellascounty.org/resident/transportation.htm and
you can keep up to date on roadwork, detours and other
transportation issues on our roads.

RETIRED

Dave Teague, long time Indian
Rocks Postal employee, officially
retired in January after 27 Years.
He has worked in our city since
1988. He will be missed by all of
us who use that post office.
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GIVE YOUR STUBBORN FAT THE
COLD SHOULDER

By Stephanie Schlageter, Radiance Medspa
When your trouble spot has become too
troubling or that bulge refuses to budge
despite consistent diet and exercise, stay
cool, because an exciting new solution
has come to town. With the breakthrough
technology of CoolSculpting, stubborn fat
can be eliminated easily, effectively and
permanently. This non-invasive procedure
freezes away the fat on those hard-tolose areas without surgery or downtime.
If the idea of freezing away unwanted fat
sounds incredible, there is a long history of scientific
research behind the technology. It all started with the
discovery that children who ate popsicles got dimples
because continual freezing of the cheeks led to targeted fat
loss there. Today, the CoolSculpting system delivers
controlled cooling to target specific fat cells below the skin’s
surface. When the fat cells are cooled – the process is
called cryolipolysis – they crystalize, but the surrounding
tissues are not affected. During the weeks following the
CoolSculpting treatment, damaged fat cells are naturally
and permanently eliminated by the body as results reach
maximum visibility.
CoolSculpting works to decrease fat in specific areas such
as the abdomen, love handles, back and thighs. For best
results, schedule a consultation to create the ideal treatment
plan for your body.
When it’s time for your CoolSculpting treatment, prepare to
spend one to three hours relaxing with the applicator
attached to the targeted areas. Bring a book, your
smartphone, mediate or just sit back and chill. There is no
downtime, and you can return to work and working out the
same day. As the frozen fat cells are naturally eliminated
from the body, your results will improve week-by-week with
maximum results typically seen in three months. Once the
fat cells have been frozen and eliminated by the body, they
are gone forever.
Developed by Harvard scientists and FDA-cleared for fat
reduction, CoolSculpting can be found at medical aesthetic
practices and must be supervised by a physician. When
performed by experienced professionals, this treatment
offers a visible and lasting solution to trouble spots without
surgery or time away from the gym. With over one million
CoolSculpting procedures performed worldwide, this
treatment has been proven safe and effective. What could
be cooler than that?

For information, contact Radiance Medspa at 727-518-7100 or
visit radiancemedspa.com. 2894 West Bay Dr. in Belleair Bluffs.

AFTERNOON OF FOOD & WINE

The Dalí is hosting its fourth annual wine and food
tasting, Los Vinos de Dalí, on Sunday April 12th from 36 pm. Guests enjoy boutique vintners pouring their
finest, mixed with an array of tapas tastings from the
area’s top restaurants, all against the backdrop of The
Dalí’s beautiful Avant-garden. Tickets also include
access to the Museum’s galleries including the special
exhibition Dalí and da Vinci: Minds, Machines and
Masterpieces
To purchase tickets or for more information on the
event, please visit TheDali.org/vinos.

