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Belleair
Beach’s
Pioneer days
“Clumps of scrub palmettos, an
occasional aged southern pine
and cabbage palm and a ground
cover of sand spurs.” That’s how
soon-to-be resident Hazel Geissler
described the Belleair Beach
landscape when she arrived with
her family to take possession of
lots her father had purchased in
the summer of 1946.
The land had been created from
sand dredged from the bay and
was part of a “model residential
subdivision” developed by
international hotelier Arnold
Kirkeby, who owned the Belleview
Biltmore, and two partners. The
Geisslers’ four lots cost $500
each, plus $6 for documentary
stamps.
Kirkeby’s sales of the platted
waterfront properties, which
excluded the northern tip of the island known as Sand Key, would mark the beginning of what would become the city of
Belleair Beach on March 18, 1950.
The area was a true wilderness at the time, and Hazel Geissler and her family needed a pioneering spirit to survive and
prosper under the conditions they found.
Uninhabited and desolate, the land had been considered so remote during the World War II years that bombers from
MacDill Air Force Base regularly used it as a target range. The fighter planes were equipped with machine guns and
sometimes bombs, and left behind spent shells that are still being found buried in residents’ yards.
Hazel Geissler relates her experiences as a Belleair Beach pioneer settler in an article she wrote in a 1990 Belleair Bee.
The first lot showings had to be coordinated with the bombing missions from MacDill, Geissler recalls. “Real estate men
used a red flag as a signaling device. No flagged property could be shown to prospective buyers that day.”
The properties were waterfront, but definitely sold “as is.” Besides the palmetto scrub and ground cover of sandspurs,
Geissler mentions “the adjoining lot was the end of a three block long slough filled with standing water, sawgrass and
snakes.” The slough had its challenges. The mosquitos were unbelievable in all but the coldest winter months, Geissler
recalls.
“The baby’s naps were taken on the bricked terrace in a carriage tightly secured with netting. Children did not play outside.
It was impossible. The county’s mosquito control trucks sprayed street by street every other night. Their fog sifted through
open windows to kill any that might be in the house.”
The lots were shared with rattlesnakes and rabid raccoons. In later years, the mowing of unimproved lots largely eliminated
the pests, but drove away “the beautiful quail families, meadowlarks and other ground nesting birds.”
The consolation prize was the beach. “Aah, but the beach!” Geissler enthuses. “The beach was wide – a broad sweep
between the water and where the land rose gently in natural dunes. The dunes, which ended at the boulevard, were filled
with sea oats and wild gaillardia with orange flowers all year
round. Native morning glory vines wound in between with huge
purple blossoms.”
“Shore birds were everywhere, porpoises played all day not far
out in the water, and we gathered buckets of coquinas every
day to make a clam-like broth that was heavenly.”
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www.belleairshore.com
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www.townofbelleair.com
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robert Murray • Curtis Holmes
Gigi Arntzen • Harriet K. Crozier
Woody Brown
Sheriff non-emergencieS 582-6200
Sheriff diSpatch . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
pinellaS countY info . . . . 464-3000
electricitY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
phone (residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
cable (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020

belleair fine artS SocietY 934-4304
belleair Social club . . . . . . 586-1691
belleair bridge group. . . 669-5283
belleair rotarY club
Meets at Belleair Country Club every thur. for
lunch; Karen Crown . . . . . . . . . 449-2470
belleair womenS republican club
Meets at Belleair Country Club. First Friday at
Noon Sherrie Morton . . . . . . . 581-8313
belleair Young woman’S SocietY
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 459-0842
belleair beach iSland garden club
lois O’Donnell . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-1349
belleair garden club
Barb Chapman . . . . . . . . . . . . . 581-8929
belleair beach ladieS luncheon club
Susan lordan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-4803
bluffS buSineSS aSSociation
Bonnie trembulak . . . . . . . . . . 686-8797
friendS of the biltmore. . 581-5171
town of belleair ciVic aSSoc.
Bobby Yevich, President . . . . . . . 224-3286
clearwater Sailing . . . . . 517-7776
chamber of commerce
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . 447-7600
largo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584-2321
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commiSSion officeS . . . . . 464-3377
Norm roche . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3360
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
State:
Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411
republican, District 13
8940 Seminole Blvd, Seminole 33772
Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov
representative Jim Frishe . 727-518-3902
republican, District 54
125 Indian rocks rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor rick Scott
rick.Scott@myflorida.com
florida united StateS SenatorS:
Marco rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area united StateS repreSentatiVe:
rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

cALeNDAr OF LOcAL eVeNtS

OctOber
Fire Prevention Month
MADD Beach Walk
5
Blessing of the Animals
6
IRB Poker Run Bar Crawl
6
Columbus Day / Holiday
8
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
11
Oktoberfest Indian Rocks Beach
13
Boat Club Intracoastal Clean Up Day 13
Stone Crab Season Begins
15
Clearwater Jazz
18-21
Public Schools Closed
19
Coastal Clean Up Keep Pinellas Beautiful 20
Halloween Party Belleair Civic Assn
20
Komen / 3 Day Walk for Cancer 25-27
Country Jubilee Heritage Village
27
Johns Pass Seafood Fest
26-28
Stone Crab Festival Clearwater Bch 26-28
Sea Turtle Nesting Season is Over
31

NOVeMber:
Property Tax Bills Mailed
1
Market on the Mall / Belleair
2
Taste of IRB
3
City Wide Garage Sale Belleair Beach 3
Daylight Savings Time Ends
4
Presidential / General Election
6
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
8
Rib Fest Downtown St. Pete
9-11
City Wide Garage Sale Belleair Bluffs 10
Veterans Boat Parade Madeira Beach 10
Sundays in Belleair Outdoor Concert 11
Antique Alley Antique Show
11
Suncoast Dixieland Jazz Classic
16-18
Carlisle Classic Regatta
17-18
Schools Out for Thanksgiving
19-25
Thanksgiving
22
Turkey Trot Run
22
Big IRB Garage Sale
24-25
Christmas at The Plaza Belleair Bluffs 29
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pioneer daYS

front page continued

Home building and landscaping provided further tests of
the pioneer spirit. Waits for building supplies seemed
endless, Hazel Geissler recalls.
“Roofers sat while we scoured Clearwater supply houses
for five pound bags of nails. There was no ceramic tile for
bathrooms available; no floor tiles except a ubiquitous dull
brown. We walked on concrete sub-flooring for months.”
“Another search produced two wall cabinets for the kitchen
and we used them for another two years. Wartime
priorities had been lifted only months before. We waited all
through the building months for a refrigerator and stove
and were lucky to get one of the first Bendix washers off
the assembly line.”
Air conditioning had not yet reached the beaches, and
ceiling fans were uncommon. Window and floor fans were
used to try to keep the air circulating in the summer,
Geissler said.
As for the landscaping, squares of sod were unheard of.
The Geisslers’ lawn was created from sprigs of St.
Augustine grass gathered from friends or vacant lots. “We
made shallow holes to slide them in. They rooted and
formed a lawn after a year.”
Amenities and conveniences in the early years were few for
pioneer Belleair Beach dwellers. The nearest link to
civilization was a grocery store with a small business
section in neighboring unincorporated Indian Rocks.
Beyond that, the Intracoastal had to be crossed by a 1916
wooden bridge to the mainland, operated manually with a
hand crank by a bridge tender.
Once over the old Indian Rocks bridge, the nearest outpost
was Clearwater, eleven miles away, which had an A&P
store next to the post office, and one of the first Publix
stores in the area across from the county court house.
The town of Belleair Beach was incorporated in the spring
of 1950, mostly to avoid having the area become part of
Indian Rocks. Residents living in the bigger homes along
the gulf front had already rushed to declare themselves the
separate community of Belleair Shore, before they could
be taken in by Belleair Beach.
A town hall and library were among the plans for the
newly formed city of Belleair Beach. Hazel Geissler relates
how conditions improved with the opening of the causeway
bridge in 1950 and the availability of city services.
“The snakes gradually disappeared,” she said. “So did the
mosquitos, as low-lying land was filled. The dredges
moved on and the side streets were paved.”
“The grass grew. But we never did get the library.”
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Did You Know...
jazz Soiree
The Clearwater
Library
Foundation is
hosting their
Eighth Annual
Jazz Soiree, Jazz
& Jambalaya on
Saturday
October 20th.
You can enjoy
Clearwater’s
Jazz Holiday on
the West Terrace of the Library, with cool breezes and
smooth jazz. They will have food vendors and a full
complement of beverages. A live TV feed from the stage to
a Jumbo Screen will be on the Terrace. Guests can also
enjoy spectacular views from the Roof Top Terrace. All
proceeds from the event support the programs of the
Clearwater Library Foundation.
_________________________________________________
new dockS open There are 17 new docks available
to the public in Indian Rocks Beach. The city recently
opened their new floating docks as part of Keegan-Clare
Park, just south of the Holiday Inn Harborside. The docks
are free and open to all boaters, but do not allow
overnight stays and have no power. From the docks, you
can walk to many nearby restaurants or even the beach.
___________________________________________________
thankSgiVing adopt a familY The Belleair Parks
& Rec. is partnering with Mildred Helms Elementary and
Suncoast Hospice to again adopt 25 local families in need.
They will provide the families with a complete Thanksgiving
meal, various essentials, toiletries, and other items. You
can donate 1 item or adopt a whole family for $100! Every
little bit helps. If you’d like to participate, e-mail
sborger@townofbelleair.net or call 727-518-3728.
Donations of canned goods and Publix gift cards can also
be dropped off at the Dimmitt Community Center, 918
Osceola Road, Belleair, FL 33756.
_______________
time for the
turkeY trot
Clearwater’s early
Thanksgiving
morning run is
Thursday,
November 22nd.
There will be a
10K, 5K, and 1
mile Walk/ Run for
fun. To get ready
for the big day,
the Largo Rec.
Center is offering
the motivation and
training class,
Train for the
Turkey Trot 10K.
The 8 week class,
held at the Highland Rec. Complex (400 Highland Avenue)
will teach you proper stretching before the group runs.
Classes are Wednesdays at 6:30pm through November
21st. Cost is $25 for residents and $31.25 for nonresidents.
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and More...
garage Sale SeaSon
During November most of the
area cities have their annual citywide garage sales. Upcoming
nearby November sales are
3rd: Belleair Beach
10th: Belleair Bluffs
11th: Antique Alley Fall Sale,
24th
& 25th: Indian Rocks Beach
_____________________________
orange belt railroad
This play by Island Estates resident
Richard J. Budin is being presented October 19-21 and
26-28 at the Largo Community Center. The play’s setting
is Pinellas County in 1885, when Peter Demens, famous
for naming the city of St. Petersburg, Demens Landing,
the Detroit Hotel, the Pier and now the route of Pinellas
Trail, was given the railroad as payment for a debt and,
with three partners, extended it across the state to reach
Point Pinellas - reputed to be the healthiest spot for a city
in the country. It’s a rugged, yet heartwarming play both
men and women will enjoy. Dick’s plays have been
produced in New York City and California. He has
produced plays locally and has been a member of
several local theatres. Call 518-3131 for tickets, $15.
_________________________________________________
hormone Yoga workShop Hormone Yoga
stimulates the overall hormone (endocrine) system in a
natural way and counteracts hormonal imbalances and the
resulting side effects. Hormone Yoga is a dynamic practice
known for reducing menopause related discomfort and
has been proven in clinical studies. A 90 min. workshop
will be held Saturday, October 20th by Sramana Yoga at
the Belleair Garden Club, 903 Ponce de Leon Blvd,
Belleair at 10am, all levels welcome, $25.
_________________
momS loVe
belleair rec
Belleair resident Pat
Ryan noticed that
popular programs at
the Rec Center
sometimes
disappeared due to
lack of money. So
she created Moms
Love the Belleair Rec.
More than 30 moms
have gotten involved
and pledged $5,000
to go toward a new
playground (shown here) and $1,000 for new equipment
in the center’s game room. “I knew there were moms just
like me who wanted to do something, but did not have the
time,” says Ryan. “They do not have the time to volunteer,
but can still contribute.” There is more to the group than
just giving money. Recently, the women heard about some
problems with city and took a guided tour of the town.
“This is also a way to get to know the staff and the
programs on a personal level,” says Ryan. “We plan to
keep the group going as long as there is a need and there
is local interest.” To get involved in Pat’s fundraising, call
the Belleair Rec Center at 727-518-3728.
_________________________________________________
our next iSSue iS in december Read this issue,
as well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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meet Sand keY’S new chief

The Coast Guard Station at
Sand Key has a new person
in charge. He is BOSN3
Steven D. McDonnell, the
new Commanding Officer.
On July 20th, 2012 at
9am, McDonnell replaced
BOSN4 Morgan Dudley
who served as
Commanding Officer for
the past three years.
BOSN3 McDonnell’s last
assignment was the Aidsto-Navigation Officer on board USCG Sector
Jacksonville where he supervised the management of
over 3000 floating and fixed Aids-to-Navigation in
northeast Florida which are the visual, audible, and
electronic signals that mark our channels. McDonnell
has been in the Coast Guard for 25 years. He began his
service in 1986 and originally hails from Connecticut
and Rhode Island. He has served on both the Atlantic
and Pacific coastlines in addition to the Hawaiian Islands
and in the Caribbean.
Normally, tour lengths run from two to four years
depending on the assignment. McDonnell plans on
serving the citizens of Pinellas County for three years.
McDonnell actually lives in Ft Myers, where his wife
Diane resides, but has a small apartment in the
Clearwater area. This is what he referred to as an
“unaccompanied tour.”
Coast Guard Station Sand Key has 42 active duty
members, 22 reservists and over 350 members of the
Coast Guard Auxiliary who make up nearly one-third of
all Search and Rescue call in the area. Sand Key’s area
of responsibility includes from John’s Pass Inlet, north to
Aripeka, and up to 50 miles offshore. They have six
state-of-the-art small boats capable of coastal and
offshore response capabilities.
On average, they respond to approximately 350 rescue
calls and conduct over 800 safety boardings yearly while
on patrol. McDonnell also commented that in the event
of a hurricane, they move their boats to safe location
and then return to help where needed.

halloween Spooktacular
eVent at largo central park

Plan on a good time at this year's Halloween Spooktacular
event held at Largo Central Park (101 Central Park Drive).
This widely popular, family-friendly event is Saturday,
October 27 from 12-6pm for kids 14 and under.
Join thousands of families as they walk the free trick-ortreat trail from 12 - 4pm. Enjoy games, music,
concessions, bounce houses, ropes course, a petting zoo
and strolling entertainment making this a great event for
the whole family.
Event wristbands go on sale Monday, October 1 at all
Largo recreation facilities. Wristbands are required for all
inflatables, games and activities. Cost is $5 in advance for
recreation card holders and $6 without a card. The day of
the event they will be $7. Children must meet height
requirements for bounce houses and rides.
For more information, call (727) 587-6775 or visit
LargoEvents.com.
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en garde expandS &
prepareS for the holidaYS

Encouraged by the success of their catering business in the
first year, the owners of En Garde, Robb Schoonmaker and
Bil Munette, decided the time was right to expand their
services to offer more options to the local community.
The shop features daily prepared meals and side dishes
for immediate takeout along with frozen entrees for lunch
and dinner. During the week, En Garde delivers box
lunches to residences and businesses within 2 miles of the
shop. The $7 lunches are different each day, featuring
salads, pastas, seafood, quiches and vegetarian specials.
En Garde catering service, which has been operating in
the area for almost two years, has already attracted a loyal
local following. Having no set menus, they prefer to
customize menus according to client’s tastes and budgets.
“Holidays are particularly busy,” says Schoonmaker,
“We’ve already booked quite a few dates for December, so
it is never too early to start party planning. In fact, right
now is the ideal time to make an initial contact.”
En Garde services are not strictly limited to food, however,
as they also offer full event planning from venue rental to
floral arraignments and beyond. “No request is too crazy
or too small,” says partner Bill Munette. “We do it all.”
En Garde’s shop is located at 432 North Indian Rocks
Road in Belleair Bluffs under the black and white awning.
Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas special orders
may be made in person, by phone 727/ 216-6718, or email info@engarderetail.com.
Catering inquiries may be
made by phone
727/ 489-9297 or email
info@engardecatering.com.
To learn more about their
services, see images from
past events or to view their
daily and weekly specials, visit www.engarderetail.com.

munchieS pet photo conteSt

Alyssa Aviles and her dog
Hudson, a 2 1/2 year old
chocolate lab are the first
winners of the Munchies
Pet Photo Contest. Alyssa
and Aviles, who live in
nearby Largo, won a $50
gift certificate from
Munchies Natural Pet Food
located at 2896 West Bay
Drive, in the Belleair Bluffs
Shopping Center.
Munchies Natural Pet
Foods is a new pet food
and accessories store run by mother and daughter team,
Carla Wiza and Anne Hurley. Get more information
about their store at www.MunchiesNaturalPetFoods.com
To enter next month’s Pet Photo Contest, drop off a
photo of you and your pet at the store or email it to
MunchiesPet@gmail.com. Please only submit pictures of
pets with their owner’s. Include your name, your pet’s
name and age, phone number and your city. Deadline
to submit for the December issue is November 1st.
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fall color
by Randy Lee
Fall is here in Central Florida and it is time
to add color to the landscape. With sunny,
cooler weather, it is time to get out in the
yard and finish end of the year details like
trimming, fertilizing and planting flowers.
We plant both annuals (living only one
season) and perennials (living for several seasons) during
this time of the year. My favorite time to plant is the first of
November since the heat is gone and the holidays are
right around the corner. We plant thousands of annuals in
November and December, so get your trowel out and let’s
get started.
There are many annuals to choose from: sweet alyssum,
geranium, pansy, begonia, petunia, snap dragon and
salvia. These are the more popular annuals. Popular
perennials include crown of thorn, penta, lantana and blue
daze. I prefer perennials in the summer months and
annuals in the winter. Annuals are generally planted from
October through May, so take advantage of them during
these months. Impatiens is also very popular in Florida but
a serious disease, downey mildew, has stopped or
restricted the production of these plants. We will see how
they fare this season.

Before selecting your flowers, keep a few things in mind.
First, what colors do you want to use and how do you want
to use them in the overall design in the landscape? Colors
are grouped into two groups: the cooler lighter colors
which include white, pink and blue and the hotter more
vivid colors which include red, purple and orange. Most
people have a preference. You may want to layer the
flowers with a shorter flower in front like sweet alyssum
and a taller plant in back like geranium. This layering
effect can be very dramatic.
Second, the area should be prepped with a light fertilizer
and good potting soil - the ground may need to be
loosened as well. A granular fertilizer can also be used
every eight weeks to keep the flowers looking their best.
I typically will mulch before planting if using smaller
flowers since mulching after is difficult. Be sure to space
the flowers correctly and do not be afraid to use a lot of
plants. Remember to use the right flowers in the right
place. Is the area wet or dry? Are the flowers in full sun or
shade or somewhere in between? Each type of flower has
a preference. Follow these few steps for many months of
beautiful flowers.
OCTOBER / NOVEMBER CHECKLIST:
Fertilizer ban is lifted
Great time to plant fall color
Ease off on mowing and trimming
Great time to plant large trees
Redo pots and containers now
Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape
design company here to help you with all of your needs. Call us
at 727-421-2715 or visit online at www.landscapesbyrl.com
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thankS for the
memorieS
In 2006 I was very blessed to be presented
with the opportunity to serve the citizens of
House District 54 as their State
Representative.
I would like to take this opportunity to say
thank you to each and every constituent in District 54 for
allowing me the privilege of representing you in
Tallahassee and for the opportunity to provide assistance
to those of you that contacted my office for help.
It has been an honor and a privilege. This honor will
always be one of the best memories I have to carry
forward into my “later” years. As my term comes to an
end and as I look forward to continuing to voluntarily
serve our citizens for another “40 years”, I would like to
say from the bottom of my heart and my staff’s hearts,
“Thanks for the Memories”
May God continue to bless you, our community, our state
and our country.
Jim Frishe State Representative, District 54 House Majority Whip,
Sue Berfield, District Chief Legislative Aide and Janet Roder,
Senior District Secretary

beach communitY food
pantrY needS Your help!

By Joan Kelly
Do you know that one in four children live in food insecure
households within the United States? The problem of
childhood hunger is not simply a moral issue. A child who
is hungry is unable to focus, concentrate and learn in
school. Scientific evidence suggests that hungry children
are less likely to become productive citizens.
Our neighborhood children have returned to school
making this an essential time to donate to the Beach
Community Food Pantry. Returning to school can be an
exciting and stressful experience for students of all ages.
Imagine the discomfort of a poor and underfed child as
he or she enters the classroom. Let’s help the less
fortunate youth in our area begin life with the proper
nutrition to succeed in school and become positive
members of our community.
Please help the volunteers who distribute food ensure that
families in need will have nutritious meals on their tables.
Consider donations of cash, food, or perhaps, healthy
food and snacks that might appeal to children of all ages.
The Beach Community Food Pantry is located at 1615 1st
Street, Indian Rocks Beach and is open Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday from 10-Noon. If you miss the
pantry hours there is a drop-off basket inside the doors
leading into the sanctuary. A convenient drop-off is also
located in Indian Rocks City Hall.

market returnS
Largo’s Open-Air Market returned to the Community
Center on Saturday, September 22nd and will continue
every Saturday through May 25th from 9am - 2pm.
Browse through a variety of fresh local produce and food
vendors, crafters, and jewelry artists. There will be
entertainment and plenty of family fun. The Open-Air
Market is located at 400 Alt. Keene Rd. For more
information call (727) 518-3131 or go to our website at
LargoCommunityCenter.com
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Vote jack latVala for
florida Senate diStrict 20
My name is Jack Latvala and I am
running as the Republican nominee in
Senate District 20.
As a Florida resident for nearly 50 years,
I have represented Senate District 16 in
Tallahassee for the last two years. Due to
redistricting this November, I will be running to represent
Northern Pinellas County in the new Senate District 20.
Being a resident of Clearwater and having served as a
legislative leader in Tallahassee for a prior eight years, I
am familiar with the issues and people of Northern
Pinellas County. I look forward to earning your vote on
November 6th.
Serving in the Florida Senate between the years of 1994
and 2002, I was proud to be designated for leadership
roles such as Senate Majority Leader, but I was even more
honored to be the first legislator to return to the Senate
after term limits thanks to the residents of Pinellas County.
I believe in smaller government, low taxes, and that citizens
create jobs – not government. Putting that philosophy to
work since returning to the Legislature, I fought to bring a
more balanced and deliberative approach to the
consideration of legislation. Making many tough decisions,
we successfully passed a balanced budget this year without
raising taxes, despite a $1.4 billion shortfall.
When I was first re-elected, I discovered there were eleven
different state departments with sworn law enforcement
divisions. I authored and passed legislation to merge some
enforcement functions which has resulted in a significant
savings of $3,182,811 to taxpayers over the next 5 years
and $1.28 million in recurring savings. Additionally this
year, we merged multiple planning councils within Pinellas
County saving taxpayer dollars and allowing for closer
coordination of our County’s planned growth.
I believe government can run more efficiently. If elected, I
will continue to find ways to consolidate government, focus
on the economy and save taxpayer dollars wherever
possible. Whether you vote absentee, early or on
November 6th, I appreciate your consideration for Florida
Senate District 20.
If you have any questions or need any further information
about me or my positions feel free to call or email me, I
welcome the opportunity to speak to you directly.
Jack Latvala, (727) 545-9566, Jack@JackLatvala.com
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Jack
Latvala, Republican for Florida Senate, District 20
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golf claSSic

The 4rd Annual Hot Shots Golf Classic in support of the
Caregivers Support Network benefitting Youth in our
Community will be held on Monday, October 29 at the
Belleview Biltmore Golf Club in Belleair. Registration and
Lunch will be at 11 am, with a Shotgun Start of 12:30 pm,
and limited foursomes for fast play.
Golfers will be treated to great food, raffle prizes and
awards, all to benefit youth caregivers in our community.
Local celebrities, Mark Larsen, “Mark in the Morning” and
Jen Holloway from Brighthouse will be providing their
usual upbeat emceeing. The event will be well represented
with fine cuisine and scrumptious goodies. Hospitality and
fun will be on hand as well.
The Caregivers Support Network’s mission as a non-profit
is directed to provide scholarships to youth for education.
CSN provides the Caregiving Youth Scholarship for
students in Pinellas County who are Caregivers for a
parent, sibling, or an elder relative. CSN also provides the
Graduating Seniors Serving Seniors Scholarship for
students acting as Volunteers on The Palms of Largo
campus. These scholarships are supported by the founders
of the Palms of Largo, The Goodman Group, and our staff
donors and through fundraising.
While golfers are being sought, you can also help by
being a sponsor in our event or if that is not possible, a
gift item or a gift certificate would be a wonderful addition
to our Silent Auction.
If you would like to know more about how you can help,
please call 727-437-1639.

help for homecoming for
girlS in need

Belle of the Ball Project will distribute
Homecoming dresses to in-need, lowincome high school girls on October
6 and 20, and November 3, 2012,
between 10am and 2pm at the
Seminole Mall 11201 Park Blvd. N.,
Seminole. Belle of the Ball store is
next to Ross Department Store.
Almost 4,000 quality dresses will be
on display for the girl's choosing,
along with shoes and purses.
Founded in 2003, Belle of the Ball
Project Inc. is a nonprofit organization
whose mission is to provide homecoming and prom
dresses to high school girls who are unable to afford a
dress for these special events.
Belle of the Ball Project has given away over 3,000 dresses
in its nine-year history. It collects new and gently worn,
current style homecoming, prom, bridesmaids and cocktail
dresses as well as shoes, purses, and accessories.
Distributions are open to all Pinellas and Hillsborough
County area high school teens. No appointment needed.
For low-income, in-need, high school girls only. There is
no charge for the dresses . A nominal $1.00-5.00
donation is requested but not required. We respect the
honor system and no referral letter is necessary. Donations
of dresses can also be made at the distributions,
dates/times listed above.
For other donation sites and more information about Belle
of the Ball Project, please visit our web site:
www.belleoftheballproject.com, Facebook: Belle of the Ball
or call 727-386-4502.
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walking in pink
October 2011, over
1,500 men and
women walked 60
miles in three days
during the Susan G.
Komen Breast
Cancer walk. The
Tampa Bay event
raised $3.9 million
dollars for breast
cancer. Here is how
IRB Resident Karen Snyder remembers it:
“This was my first Breast Cancer 3-Day Walk. I was
fortunate enough to go through this journey with my sister
Carol and my daughter Kelly, a nurse on their medical
crew. My training started six months before, in April. I met
a lot of wonderful men and women along the way.
The first day started at 6am when my sister and I arrived at
the Sand Key Park. The day started cloudy and rainy with a
slight chill, which made walking interesting.
We started by crossing the Sand Key Pass Bridge and then
Clearwater Memorial Causeway, followed by a lunch stop
at Largo’s Taylor Park. That was followed by a walk over
the Walsingham Bridge to IRB’s Chic-A-Si Park. There they
provided us with snacks and medical services if needed.
We ended the day at the Walter Fuller Complex in St Pete’s
Tyrone area, where our bags were waiting so we could set
up our campsite. Dinner was followed by the “decorating
of the tent” in animal prints to go with our theme, “Take A
Walk on the Wild Side”.
After a night of rain, Day 2 started chilly, but we were
excited and ready to get started. Our path led us past the
VA Hospital, through Seminole, and back around to the
beach, where we walked through John’s Pass Village, over
the bridge and through Treasure Island. Day 2 was filled
with a lot of supporters along the way cheering us on and
passing out drinks, snacks and candy. There was a large
pink crane on Treasure Island that was there for us to sign.
The day ended with dinner and a dance party, followed by
a rain free night in our tent.
By Day 3 exhaustion had definitely set in, but the
excitement in the air kept us going to finish the last 20
miles. We followed 22 Ave., crossed 66th Street and kept
going all the way to the water near Coffee Pot Bayou. We
stopped and when I got water, I saw my daughter, which
gave me the boost I needed to complete the final mile and
a half. The walk ended at Spa Beach in downtown St Pete.
The closing ceremonies were followed by a ‘sneaker
salute’ in honor of all the breast cancer survivors.
It was an amazing feeling knowing I had kept walking and
what I had accomplished. Reunited with my family, I
headed home, where I was happy to experience indoor
plumbing and my warm comfy bed.
This amazing experience would not have been possible
without the support and donations of friends and family. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who
helped me meet my fundraising total of $2,435.00. I look
forward to making the journey again this year. But, my
memories of the 2011 Breast Cancer 3 Day Walk will
remain with me for a lifetime.”
Karen Snyder, Indian Rocks Beach Resident
NOTE: 2012’s 3-Day Walk is October 25-27. Visit
www.The3Day.com for information or call 1-800-996-3DAY. If you
would like to reach her, Karen’s phone number is: 432-9683.
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from the deSk of Sheriff bob gualtieri
pSco iS Seeking a few good School croSSing guardS
The school crossing guard’s primary function is to ensure the
safety of the children as they travel to and from school.
Whether the kids are on foot or riding a bike – some
crossings may be challenging or outright dangerous. The
presence and assistance of the crossing guards can make a
world of difference.
The School Crossing Guard’s responsibilities extend to
assisting children as well as other pedestrian traffic across
streets at designated intersections during the hours in which
children are going to and returning from school.
In an effort to seek out the most qualified candidates for this
very important post, we would like to share the following
requirements of employment:
• Crossing Guards are expected to remain alert at all times
to prevent hazardous traffic situations as they assist children.
• They will set out warning and traffic control signals in
designated school zone areas.
• They may be called upon to assist in school safety
programs such as bicycle inspections.
• Candidates must be reliable and dependable.
• Good eyesight and hearing are mandatory.
• Knowledge of basic traffic laws is expected.
• Applicants should have the ability to work outdoors in a
variety of weather conditions.
• They should have the ability to develop a positive
relationship with the children and command their respect.
• Crossing Guards must also have the ability to exercise
mature judgment in emergency situations.
• As with all Sheriff’s Office positions, applicants must
submit to a background checks and a polygraph test.
The PCSO School Crossing Guard Program has 130

crossing guards covering 184 school crossing posts for
elementary, middle and a high school in the unincorporated
area as well as in the contract cities of Dunedin, Safety
Harbor, Oldsmar, Madeira Beach, and Seminole.
While the School Crossing Guard Program began in 1972
as a volunteer program, it has for years been a paid
position. Persons hired work two hours on school days – one
at start time and the other at dismissal. Pay is $23.69 daily.
Through the years the program has grown to meet and
adhere to Florida Department of Transportation (F.D.O.T.)
standards. Once hired, each school crossing guard attends
a mandatory six-hour classroom training session and twohours of field training. This is followed up with three days of
field training at the guard’s assigned post.
The Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office School Crossing Guard
Program is and an award winning program. In 2010 it was
selected by the State of Florida as the Florida School
Crossing Guard Program of the Year.
We at the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office are very proud of
our School Crossing Guard program and the effort of all the
members whose daily work and dedication contribute to the
safety of our children.
Positions are open at various elementary and middle schools.
While the crossing guard positions are traditionally filled by
retired persons, all with flexibility to work morning and
afternoon schedules are welcome to apply.
Persons interested in being a part of this extraordinary team
are encouraged to apply by visiting our website at
www.pcsoweb.com and using the “Administration” tab to
“Human Resources” followed by “How to Apply”; or by
contacting our School Crossing Guard Program Coordinator
Sharon Lough at (727) 582-5641.
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readY to ViSit South africa?

by Bonnie Silber CTC, AAA’s District Travel Manager
South Africa, officially the Republic of South Africa, is a
country of about 50 million people located at bottom tip of
Africa. It is an incredibly diverse country – in geography,
religion, climate, culture – and even languages. There are
eleven official languages recognized by the South African
constitution! This fascinating country is one that is becoming
increasingly popular to visit.
Europeans began settling in South Africa in the 16th century
after the sea route to India and Asia around the Cape of
Good Hope was discovered. About 150 years later, the
Dutch East India Company established a “refreshment”
station at the Cape of Good Hope that eventually became
the cosmopolitan city of Cape Town. But it was the discovery
of diamonds and gold that became the catalyst for the
influx of European settlers and triggered the 19th-century
war between the Boers (the European settlers) and the
British for the control of the South African mineral wealth.
The struggle to control these important economic resources
was a factor in relations between these European groups
and the indigenous population as well. The European
minority, who ruled the government, instituted a system of
legal segregation that became known as apartheid. This
unpopular policy led to the riots, strikes and upheavals that
resulted in the 1993 abolishment of apartheid.
Post-apartheid, South Africa has emerged as a wonderful
travel destination. It is a beautiful country with a variety of
interesting tourist destinations. Two places not to be missed
by any South African visitor are Cape Town and Kruger
National Park. Kruger National Park is home to the Big Five
animals and is the second largest wildlife reserve in Africa.
This area is unspoiled by humans and has become a

destination for
travelers who are
interested in African
wildlife including lions,
leopards, white
rhinos, wildebeest,
impalas, giraffe,
hippopotamus and
more.
Cape Town, the second most populous South African city is
very cosmopolitan and international. Located on the shore
of Table Bay, the city has several well-known natural
features that attract tourists, most notably Table Mountain.
Nearby, Boulders Beach is another popular attraction and is
known for its colony of African penguins. Along Cape
Town’s waterfront is the Victoria & Alfred Waterfront, built
on top of the docks of the Port of Cape Town. It is the city’s
most popular shopping venue and home of the famous Two
Oceans Aquarium.
Anyone visiting South Africa will discover the culture has
been influenced by the various European, Indian, Asian and
indigenous people who live there. The best way to
experience the culture is to sample its diverse food, music
and dance. South African cuisine is heavily meat-based and
spawned the social gathering known as a braai, a not-tobe-missed barbecue event. Don’t forget to enjoy your South
African cuisine with one of their fine locally-produced wines
accompanied by the hypnotic music and dance of South
Africa. This is a remarkable once-in-a-lifetime destination!
Join AAA Travel and the Lowry Park Zoo for a South Africa
and Victoria Falls with optional Swaziland extension trip in
the fall of 2013. For information on this trip and many
others, visit us at AAA in the Plaza at 100 N. Indian Rocks
Road, Belleair Bluffs or call 727-584-7678.
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october iS “better breaSt
health awareneSS”

by Paige Clarke, Director-Ascentia Holistics, Inc.Advanced Health and Wellness
October is my favorite month and with it comes the much
welcomed cooler weather, my birthday and the natural
“pink washing” that appears predictably each year at this
time. No, I am not talking about the Susan G. Komen
fundraising activities, but the blooms of the Golden Rain
Trees that beautifully line our streets and tease us with a
slight hint of fall color each October. To me, the trees’
glorious pink blooms remind me that Mother Nature has
some tips for us too.
So naturally, at Ascentia we too embrace “Better Breast
Health” and want to create awareness, and share
valuable information on the choices available for better
breast health from a Holistic perspective. On October 17,
2012 - by appointment - we will be offering Early
Detection Breast Thermal Imaging. Please call 727-6149777 to reserve your appointment. Mention this article
for $25.00 off the regular price of $200.00 in honor of
The Golden Rain Trees. Be sure to come by anyway to
visit with and meet our staff on that day and enjoy some
healthy refreshments and goodies (even some pink ones)
and register to win healthy holistic products and services
from us.
We believe “The First Glance is everyone’s best chance.”
What is First Glance? Inflammation is generally accepted
as the earliest stage of degenerative disease. Detection of
inflammation requires a heat-sensitive device and is
therefore routinely missed by traditional imaging.

Thermal Imaging was FDA
approved over 20 years ago and is
a safe and effective screening for
breast health. There is no contact
with the body and the procedure is
free of any harmful side effects. All
images are reviewed by specially
trained and certified MD’s in the
form of a written report, including
image copies. It works by
measuring changes in the
temperature of the skin and breast tissue. Issues that
require attention and further evaluation will show up as
“hot” areas with inflammation, or abnormal vascular
activity.
Numerous studies in recent years have now established
the effects of DNA damage caused by low-dose
radiation, consistently used in conventional imaging. The
fact that exposure and damage are cumulative means
that each exposure increases the risk. We know that
ionizing radiation causes cancer including breast cancer.
With the dangers surrounding the ionizing radiation
found in mammography many women and health
professionals choose to use “the first glance” safer
screening option of Thermal Imaging and to save the
radiological procedures in the event there is a need for
further evaluation.
So each year when you see Mother Nature’s “pink wash”
in October, remember that she does offer many solutions
for creating “Better Breast Health” and each year let the
Golden Rain Tree blooms be your gentle reminder.
Call today to schedule your appointment 727-614-9777
and come see us on October 17th, 2012.
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turtle watching
by Suzanne Thayer, Indian Rocks Beach Resident and CMA volunteer
This year, I am volunteering for the Clearwater Marine Aquarium as a member
of their Turtle Patrol in Sand Key Park with other CMA volunteers. There were
over 18 loggerhead nests in the Sand Key area. Tropical Storm Debby washed
out nests along our beaches, but the adult turtles survived and come back to
lay more nests the park.
The job of a turtle volunteer is to babysit the caged nests from nine PM until
one AM each evening. This is when most loggerhead turtle nests hatch. About
forty five days after a nest is laid, a plastic mesh cage is placed over the eggs.
This is not to keep the eggs safe from predators as most people think, but to
keep the hatchlings in the cage until they can safely be released into the
water.
When a nest begins to hatch, the nest volunteer notifies the CMA captains on duty that it is hatching. The hole gradually
opens to about the size of a softball and the hatchlings crawl out like ants, filling the cage. The captain counts the turtles,
placing them in a bucket, and documents all the relevant conditions. Meanwhile, the volunteers dig a shallow trench six to
eight feet long leading to the beach waterline. The turtles are then released into the trench so they can crawl into the water
on their own. The helpers and volunteers assist the captain to block the light in order to protect the hatchlings from
swimming back to shore. This allows the hatchlings to imprint in the sand. Adult female turtles will return to the same area
they were born, when it is time to lay their eggs.
Watching the hatchlings made me realize the importance of having no lights on buildings and streets. All of the light
along Sand Key’s beach confuses the hatching turtles and if left alone, many would not make it to the water. We have also
found that noise will delay the hatching, so we need to make sure the area is dark and quiet.
It is estimated one in a thousand wild hatchlings will survives to adulthood. Hopefully, our assistance in releasing the turtles
will improve their chances of reaching adulthood. Our goal is to eliminate lighting issues and return the beach to a more
natural hatching environment so that we do not have to protect them from the obstacles that we have put in their way.
I enjoy helping with the turtles and being on the beach under the stars, listening to the waves. So far this year I have seen
one nest hatch which is was a wonderful experience. Also, I have met new friends who are both volunteers at CMA and
our neighbors.
Note: Since 2005, CMA's staff and volunteer team have released more than 60,000 sea turtle hatchlings. As of press time,
186 nests have been found in Pinellas County, 26 of which are in Clearwater Beach or Sand Key
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Business Briefs...
gardening and more
Petal and Vine Gardens is
opened, and though they are
primarily a ‘boutique’ garden
shop, it is more than that. You
will also find unique food,
housewarming gifts, home
décor, unique accessories,
jewelry, hats, totes, specialty
planters, vases, pots and art
by local artists. They have
“grab and go” lunches, too.
Long time friends Patti Quinn
and Joy Madden opened the
store off Antique Alley at 596 Indian Rocks Road N. Call
them at 614-9770 or visit their Web site at
www.PetalAndVineGarden.com.
_________________________________________________
decker roSS interiorS changeS it up They
are clearing out their Designer Loft inventory to make
way for the new award winning Aritists’ Collective.
During October items in the loft are discounted up to
60% off. This is a great opportunity to find that perfect
piece for your home or a Christmas gift. Open Monday Friday, 9am to 5pm, they are located at 1445 Court St.
_________________________
caSSi’S think pink
October 1, 2 and 3, Cassi &
Co., will be hosting their first
annual Think Pink event,
featuring Save The Ta-Ta’s
Merchandise, as well as their
usual brands. Since 2004,
the Save the Ta-Ta’s
Foundation has raised more
than $825,000 for breast
cancer research. Cassi & Co.
owner Darby Witkamp says,
“We are proud to support the
work they do and this is a way for me to stay connected
to my former career as a medical researcher.” Cassi &
Co is a member of the Donation Matching Member
Program of the Save the Ta-Ta’s Foundation. Additionally,
they will donate 5% of their three day proceeds to breast
cancer research through the Save the Ta-Ta’s Foundation
and the American Cancer Society. To thank their clients
for supporting their philanthropy Cassi & Co. will be
offering a gift with each purchase, an opportunity to win
a Cassi & Co. Sand Dollar Gift Certificate, refreshments,
and self-breast exam and mammogram information
provided by Diagnostic Clinic. Call 727/585-2011.
_________________________
art at the plaza Meet
artist June Allard-Berte at a
special reception Friday,
October 19th, beginning at
6pm. Allard-Berte, a famous
realism painter, specializes in
portraits. While there enjoy a
free glass of wine and
chocolates from Belleair
Bluff’s William Dean’s
Chocolates. Allard-Berte will
be available for private
consultation on Saturday
October 20th. Call 559-7767 for an appointment.
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More Business Briefs...
nutrition
connection A new
nutrition and related
products store recently
opened in Belleiar
Bluffs. The store is
owned by Stephanie
Wheeler of Belleair
Beach with her parents
Carla and Dewayne
Staats of Sand Key.
While they offer
smoothies, they have much more.”We are a one-stop
body shop providing nutrition from the nursery to the
nursing home,” says Carla. “We want everyone to live
healthy regardless of what you are into.” Stephanie’s
husband is ex-Ray Pitcher Dan Wheeler and Dewayne is
currently the on-air announcer for the Tampa Bay Rays.
Call them at 452-4037 or see their web site at
www.N2-Nutrition.com.
_________________________________________________
fiVe YearS of ShoeS Beverly Halliwell, owner of
Shoes By Beverly would like to thank the Belleair
community for their support since she opened her store
in Belleair Bluffs five years ago. “We do our best to
provide the best customer service in a comfortable
atmosphere,” says Beverly. “We are looking forward to
the fall season and another five years.” Staff Betty, Lou
and Tiffanie also want to say thank you.
_________________________________________________
four YearS
alreadY Can you
believe Albertsons has
been gone for four
years? Publix opened in
their old location in
November, 2008.
Publix Store Manager
Don Touchette has
been there from the
beginning. This store
employees
approximately 100 local people .
____________________________
fiVe YearS and counting
Midori Salon and Spa, a full
service salon and spa in Largo is
proud to announce it celebrate
its 5th anniversary last month.
Midori has completely evolved
since its inception in fall 2007.
The salon and spa originally
opened with a modest 1800
square foot space and three staff
members serving 250 patrons
annually. Now, Midori operations have been expanded
to 5000 square feet and by the end of the year will
have a staff of 19 providing a greatly enhanced array
of services including hair, skin, nails, extensions,
massage and waxing to 4600 customers annually. Call
581-8791
to make an appointment.
_________________________________________________
cloSed Jeannie’s of Belleair, which was previously
Design by Drama, before it moved to Antique Alley.
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Organizational News...
belleair beach iSland garden club
They meet the third Wednesday of each month (October
through April) at the Community Center, Belleair Beach,
10:30am. The first meeting of the 2012-13 year will be
October 17th at the Clearwater Yacht Club in South
Beach. Jim Boyer, President of the Tampa African Violet
Society will be the guest speaker. Lunch will be served at
noon and guests are welcome. Call Sherrie Morton Tetrick
to RSVP at 581-8113. Contact Lois O’Donnel, President,
595-1349 for information.
belleair garden club
They meet on the first and second Wednesday of each
month at the Belleair Garden Club at 903 Ponce de Leon
Blvd. in the Town of Belleair from October to May.
Membership is $50 per year.
Upcoming meetings include:
October 3: 1pm - Audubon Society
October 10: 9:30am - Coffee and Bromeliad Tour
November 7: 1pm - Topic is Butterfly Gardening.
November 14: Noon - Tour of a local garden
December 5: 12:30pm - Gift Exchange & Holiday Dinner
Guests are welcome. Call Barbara Chapman, 581-8929
or E-mail BChapman1234@Gmail.com, for information
or to RSVP.
belleair beach ladieS luncheon club
They meet monthly on the second Tuesday. Membership
is open to area residents at $15 a year. To join, call
Barbara Chapman 581-8929. Meetings include:
October 9: 11:30am at Bob Heilman’s Beachcomber
Restaurant. Members $22, guests $25. Scott Deitche is
speakering on Tampa Bay Area’s Organized Crime.
November 13: 11:30am at the Armed Forces History
Museum. Members $25, guests $30. Includes tour.
December 11: 11:30am Lobster Pot Bistro. Speaker is
Key West Express Boutique owner Soozy Naylor.
Members $26, guests $29.
greater belleair Young women’S SocietY
They were established in 1979 to promote friendship
through social activities and community service. Members
of the society must be women, 21 years of age and reside
in the Belleair / Belleair Bluffs general area. The next
general meeting is October 4th at the Clearwater Yacht
Club. The theme of the meeting will be Service in support
of this year’s main service project, The Veterans Mall
sponsored by The Abilities Guild. Members attending the
meeting are asked to bring new and gently used
household items for our returning vets. The 6pm social will
be followed by a 7pm dinner. Reservations are required.
Other future meetings are November 1 at 11:30am and
December 6 at 6pm. If you would like to know more
about the organization, visit www.GBYWS.org or call Ruth
Ann, Membership 446-6463.
belleair Social club is open to all seniors living in
the greater Belleair area. They meet at 9am every Tuesday
morning in the back of Panera Bread for coffee and
socializing. Sunday evenings they meet at a restaurant. In
between, they plan pot luck suppers, movie nights, day
trips to area attractions and a monthly luncheons. Call Vi
Swift at 586-1691 for information.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

Organizational News...
belleair ciVic aSSociation Petey Henning, a long
time member was unanimously elected as its new
President. Other newly elected officers are Roz White (Vice
President), Maggi Steiner ( Secretary), and Margo Skicewicz
(Treasurer). Lisa Mitchels, Lindsey Paz and Nicole
Piccarreto were elected to the Board of Directors.
They are in the final stages of publishing their 50th
anniversary edition of the community directory. All copy
must be submitted not later than October 5th. All Belleair
residents are invited to join the Belleair Civic Association;
the annual membership fee is $15.00. The membership
fees and the directory advertising are the prime sources of
funding for such traditional events as the Halloween Party
in October, the Holiday Tree Lighting in December, and the
Springfest in March. The BCA also makes donations to the
Dimmit Community Center in support of other youth
programs or events. They also sponsor Candidates Night
during campaign cycle in which seats on the Town
Commission are contested. Call Petey Henning at 7355421or e-mail Phenning4@TampaBay.RR.com to get
involved.
belleair bridge club plays at City Hall Auditorium,
twice a week, all year. It is coordinated by the Belleair
Recreation Center. Call Betty Grandoff at 669-5283 or the
Belleair Rec Center to join.
belleair women’S republican club
Everyone is welcome to attend their meetings
October 5 - David Jolly, a Washington lobbyist and
consultant will speak on Federal Budget issues.
November 9 - Susan McManus, Professor of Political
Science at USF will discuss the results and impact of the
election held a few days before.
All meetings are at the Belleair Country Club, for lunch at
11:30am and cost is normally $21 each. To RSVP, call Pat,
595-1791or email BWRClunch@Mail.com. Get more
information at www.BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com
belleair rotarY club The Rotary in the Town of
Belleair meets every Thursday at 12:15pm at the Belleair
Country Club. The third Thursday of every month is the
general assembly and Board meeting. They are
participating in the Achieva Credit Union Box Car Rally,
October 6, in Downtown Clearwater to help raise funds for
Pinellas Education Foundation. They will have a pre-race
party October 5 at 5:30 at O’Keefe’s Restaurant at 1219
S. Fort Harrison. November 18 will be their Thanksgiving
Sunday Brunch at the Belleair Country Club. Saturday,
December 1 will be their “Annual Breakfast With Santa” at
the Town of Belleair Community Center. Call Anna Marie
Schweitzer, President (2012), at 458-0943 or Ed
Shaughnessy at 461-7171 to get involved.
the clearwater Yacht club Even if you don’t have
a boat, you can join the Clearwater Yacht Club in
Clearwater Beach. Half of their members don’t have one.
Most of their social activities center around regular parties.
Many events are held at their restaurant and Tiki Bar. In
August, they held their Annual Dinghy Poker Run which
was lots of fun for everyone who played. Members turned
out in force to welcome local Olympian’s Zack and Paige
Railey at the TIA airport. The Railey’s have been members
of the Yacht Club since they were in elementary school.
Learn more about the Clearwater Yacht Club at www.
Clwyc.org or call 447-6000.
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Restaurant News...
panera bread Travis
Cornett is the new manager at
the Belleair Bluffs Panera
Bread. He came to the store in
June, but has worked at many
other Panera locations, the last
one was in Hyde Park. He
lives in St Petersburg. Travis
supervises of 35 employees at
that location. Panera Bread is
one of the best places to pick
up additional copies of this
newsletter. They hand out
more than any other location.
_________________________
new mcdonaldS The
McDonald’s on West Bay,
near the Pinellas Trail, has
been closed and is being
rebuilt. They are making
the building taller,
conforming to the new
corporate designed store.
There will be no children’s
play area. The new version
is scheduled to reopen in
mid-October.
_______________________
taSte of irb returnS Now in its sixth year, The Taste
of IRB will be presented by the Indian Rocks Beach
Homeowners Assn. and the City of Indian Rocks Beach on
Saturday, Nov. 3rd, from 4-10 pm in Chic-a-Si Park,
behind Crabby Bill’s. 20 restaurants including Guppy's on
the Beach, Slyce Pizza Bar, Red Lion Pub, The Pie Factory,
The Pub, Island Fish, Pajano's Pizza, Stefano's Italian,
Crabby Bill's, Le Bouchon Bistro, Cafe de Paris, Marlin
Darlin, Keegan's Seafood Grille, Tapas Garden & Wine
Bar, IRB Sushi, Delectable Edibles, Kooky Coconut,
Coasters Bar & Grille, Havana Harry’s, Donnie’s Coastal
Cafe and On The Rocks are participating. Bring your
beach chairs or blankets and spend the evening listening
to live music while you enjoy great food, beer and wine!
Admission is Free!
_____________________
lobSter pot biStro
anniVerSarY & jazz
celebration To
celebrate their one year
anniversary, they will be
offering a variety of
dining specials each night
during October at the
Clearwater Beach
location and at the original Lobster Pot in Redington
Shores. Phone 727-446-8809 for reservations. October
23rd they are hosting a star studded Charity Works to
raise money with its silent & live auction. All proceeds
benefit various local charities. Entertainment will be
provided by jazz great Ron Rhinehardt and his trio. During
the 33rd Annual Clearwater Jazz Festival (October 18-21),
they will have an after party each night with live music and
the kitchen will remain open late. Some musicians from
the festival may show up, too. Bring a copy of your ticket
and receive 10% off your entire bill
_________________________________________________
cloSed Joto’s Pizza
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33 clearwater jazz holidaY

The Avett Brothers, Esperanza Spalding, Mindi Abair &
Friends, Bonnie Raitt & More!
Now in its 33rd year, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday will
present in concert, between October 18 and 21, some
of the finest talents including; Esperanza Spalding Radio
Music Society, The Avett Brothers, Mindi Abair and
Friends featuring Jeff Golub and David Pack and Bonnie
Raitt and more! Continuing with its 2012 diverse music
lineup the Clearwater Jazz Holiday is sure to appeal to
the tens of thousands of visitors attracted to this worldclass event, the third weekend in October each year.
Presented in the 20-acre landscaped Coachman Park in
downtown Clearwater overlooking beautiful Clearwater
Harbor and the majestic Memorial Causeway Bridge,
the Jazz Holiday is four days and four nights of some of
the best live performances in the world presented to the
public. The visitor experience is complemented by the
Clearwater area’s mild fall weather, miles of worldfamous Gulf beaches, brilliant sunsets, nearby
attractions, accommodations and dining to suit every
taste and budget.
One of the longest-running and known events in the
country, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday has presented in
concert virtually every jazz luminary of our generation.
The mission of the Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation
is to be the leading proponent of jazz entertainment and
education in Florida through the annual presentation of
a world-class, live music festival. The Clearwater Jazz
Holiday Foundation is a 501c3 organization that has
been center-stage for numerous scholarship and
educational activities to benefit the music students of our
community-from the blues-loving beginners to pianoplaying protégés, and everyone in between.
A collaboration of the Clearwater Jazz Holiday
Foundation, City of Clearwater, Ruth Eckerd Hall and the
Clearwater Jazz Holiday Jazz Force, the all volunteer
staff that orchestrates every chord of this eight-to-the-bar
event, sets the stage for this year’s celebration for the
most recognized national and regional artists together
with celebrated local acts. From smooth and straight
ahead jazz, to rhythm and blues, jam band, funk,
fusion, and Latin , the crowds will relish in this year's
colorful and diverse musical lineup -thanks to the
continued support from the community, volunteers and
thousands of music lovers.
Tickets now available for $10 in advance. Children 12
and under are FREE. Limited Reserved Seating and VIP
tickets are also available. For more information about
the 33rd Clearwater Jazz Holiday, call the Clearwater
Jazz Holiday office at (727) 461-5200, or visit us online
at www.clearwaterjazz.com.

celtic fc florida SeaSon
kick-off familY picnic

On October 14th from 3-7pm, enjoy hamburgers,
hotdogs and snacks with games and activities for the
kids. Free soccer training session for 3-5 year olds. Take
a shot at your favorite coach in the Dunk Tank. The
afternoon includes a Raffle for a 50” Samsung Led TV.
Bring your chair and head on down to the
Warhawk/Gulf Coast United Soccer Fields,
13785 Walsingham #108 in Largo. Everyone is
welcome and the cost is $5 per person. RSVP to
celticfcflorida1122@gmail.com.
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Shelter againSt the Storm

by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
When a hurricane threatens, one of the
most important concerns is where to take
shelter. Wind-driven storm surge can flood
a good portion of the county depending on
the hurricane’s size and high winds can
batter even the most stoutly built structures.
It’s proven that simply sheltering in a wellbuilt structure with protected windows and
door, outside the affected evacuation zone,
dramatically improves your chances of survival during a
hurricane.
How do you find the shelter that’s right for you? First check
your evacuation level at pinellascounty.org/emergency, click
on the Know Your Zone image. You can also call (727)
453-3150 and enter your home phone number. Armed
with this information, you can begin making your plans.
If your home is in a non-evacuation zone or a zone that’s
higher than the evacuation order and your home is a
substantially built structure, plan to stay put. Shutter your
windows, brace your doors (especially your garage door)
and bringing in your yard furniture. Not only will you be
riding the storm out in familiar surroundings, you will also
be in your own neighborhood after the storm passes,
keeping you close to the resources that are known to you.
If you live in a lower-level evacuation zone, you should plan
to evacuate. When a hurricane watch is given 48 hours
before the expected impact of a storm, get your important
papers, food, water, medication and essentials ready. When
the hurricane warning is issued, start moving to safety.
If your home was built after 1994, the new wind standards

would have been used (built to withstand Category 1 and
Category 2 hurricanes). But those standards don’t account
for winds above 110 mph, or impacts your home could
sustain from older homes coming apart and flying/falling
debris (carports, screen rooms, sheds, trees).
Your first shelter option should be a friend, relative,
coworker or acquaintance that is not in an evacuation area.
Your shelter will be considerably more comfortable, and you
can choose a scenario that fits your needs. Are you a pet
owner? Find someone who can accommodate you and
your pet. Have children? Another family with kids would
have plenty of opportunity to keep them entertained.
You can also choose a hotel in Pinellas County that is
outside of the evacuation area. When you look up your
evacuation zone at the bottom of the page is the three
closest hotels and their evacuation zone, and a link to a list
of all the county’s accommodations. During an evacuation
the website will only list facilities outside of the evacuation
area. You can also choose a hotel outside the county. If you
plan to leave the area, do so early, as roads will quickly
become crowded after an order is issued.
Your last option should be a public shelter. While these
shelters are safe places to ride out a storm and may be
your best option if you have no other option, they will be
very crowded. You will be allotted ten square feet of space
for you and your belongings. That is an area five feet long
by two feet wide. That’s smaller than a twin size mattress.
Remember – you won’t be getting a mattress, either. If you
don’t bring your bedding or chairs, you will be on the floor.
The most important thing you can do is to plan now for
what you will do. This prudent step will help you avoid the
pressure of an approaching storm reducing your options.
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irb boat club

More than 80
members on
17 boats
gathered to
celebrate the
end of a fun
boating
season at
their annual
End of
Summer
Island Party.
They enjoyed
great weather, good food, a wonderful sunset and live
music by the Peter Hill Band!
The Club was once again proud to be part of the
Clearwater Super Boat Races. Members of the club
helped to patrol the water for safety.
MEETINGS - They meet at Jimmy Guana’s (Holiday Inn
Harborside) on the third Thursday of the month. Everyone
is welcome and it is free to join. October’s meeting has
been moved to Wednesday, October 17th due to the
Clearwater Jazz Festival.
NEXT EVENTS AT A GLANCE:
October 13: Intracoastal Waterway Clean Up
October 18-21: Clearwater Jazz Festival
October 27: Stone Crab Festival, Clearwater Beach
See the complete list of Boat Club events, pictures and
more at IRBHome.com or follow them on
Facebook.com/IRBhomeowners. Call 517-1997 or email
BoatClub@IRBhome.com for information.
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going SandleSS to Stop water

Everyone has seen the photos of people frantically filling
sandbags to try and protect their properties. The process
takes forever and is incredibly labor intensive. Those who
are lucky enough to be shoreline residents have seen the
water creeping closer and closer to their homes with no way
to stop it. Many of us have had broken pipes, leaking
appliances or the dreaded overflowing toilet.
High Water Flood Group, represented by area Olympians
Zach and Paige Railey are selling a product that can help
prevent water damage and much more.
The brother and sister duo have opened a Sandless
Sandbag Specialty business in Clearwater. The bags, stored
in vacuum packed containers, can be deployed in minutes
and quickly go from 1 lb to 45 lbs with water contact,
allowing owners to protect their property from water
damage with a sandless sandbag wall in minutes.
Manufactured in the UK from FloodSax, they have a 5-year
shelf life and are biodegradable when used.
Paige and Zach have set-up their distribution and
demonstration center at 1345 South Missouri Ave in
Clearwater. “Our goal with this product is to give
consumers the ability to protect their home or business at a
moments notice, whether the water comes from inside or
outside the home. We know how powerful water can be
and the damage it can do in a short amount of time, that’s
why we were attracted to this product” said Zach.
The siblings who have grown up around the water their
whole lives realize how quickly things can happen with
flooding and knew there was a market for instant property
protection in flood situations. The Railey’s mention, “not
only does this help with storm surge, it can also be used to
stop water from broken pipes, flash flooding or redirection

of water. Imagine a
broken toilet or broken
pipe in your home with
water going
everywhere. How do
you stop water from
going everywhere?
With FloodSax you can
instantly create a
barrier to prevent
spread of the water
and quickly control the
amount of water on the floor from building up.
One case of the product is equal to having 900 lbs of sand
stored in your home. “Where would you keep 900 lbs of
sand in your house or business” Paige quickly asked when
being questioned about the product. Their biggest selling
point is having immediate access to prevent water damage.
The uses do not stop with just resident or business
protection. “They can be used in nurseries to help water
trees during times of drought or collect gas, oil and water at
Marinas or construction sites” said Paige.
Contact them for a demonstration, 727.439.5505 or visit
highwaterfloodgroup.com
QUICK FACTS:
Areas of usage: Property Management, Residential,
Emergency Managers, Municipalities, Industrial,
Restaurants and more
Costs: Range of Packages from $58.95 and up
Facts on usage:Time to engage bag for protection 3 min
Biodegradable, Lasts up to 90 days once engaged
Vacuumed packed to take up little storage space
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mid-life inVeSting
making the most of asset-building Years
By: Noelle Daniel, CFP®

As you move through your peak earning years, you'll
probably see your net worth steadily rise. At the same
time, you'll still have some work to do before you realize
your financial goals. That's why it's important to have a
solid plan in place. Here are some steps to help keep
your portfolio on track.
Organize your portfolio. Asset allocation is a
straightforward and effective strategy whereby you divide
your portfolio among the major asset classes of equities,
fixed-income securities, and cash equivalents. The
division should be based on your goals, your tolerance
for risk and your time horizons. Generally speaking, the
larger the equity portion of your portfolio, the greater the
potential for growth and the greater amount of risk. On
the other hand, the more fixed-income securities you
include, the greater the potential for income and
preservation of principle. There are also risks associated
with fixed income investments, however, generally
speaking, they incur less risk than equities. You may need
to periodically rebalance your portfolio — to remain
consistent with your original allocation — or modify it as
you come closer to realizing your goals.
Don't overlook tax planning. Chances are your income
tax bracket is higher now than it was during your early
years and than it will be when you retire. Consider
maximizing pretax contributions to your employersponsored retirement plan or making deductible

contributions to an IRA (if you're eligible) to help reduce
current income while providing tax-deferred savings
opportunities. Also, keep in mind that short-term capital
gains are taxed as income, while long-term capital gains
and dividends are taxed at lower rates. Finally, explore
the potential benefit of including tax-exempt bonds in
your portfolio.*
Protect what you've accomplished. As your wealth
continues to increase, it's important to preserve what
you've accumulated and safeguard your future. That's
why estate planning and life insurance are two of the
cornerstones of a sound financial plan. A qualified legal
professional can help you implement an estate plan that
is best for your situation or review an existing plan to
ensure it is still consistent with your goals. Also, be sure
you have enough life insurance in place to help cover
any liabilities — such as your mortgage — and protect
your family's financial future. At Noelle Daniel Wealth
Management, every relationship begins with a financial
plan; call my office today to schedule a review of your
plan. We are located at 1201 Gulf Blvd. Suite 101,
Indian Rocks Beach or visit our website
www.ndwealthmanagement.com.
Financially speaking, mid-life shouldn't be a time of
crisis. Instead, it's a time to take advantage of some of
your most productive years. In the long run, you may be
in a better position to enjoy the fruits of your labor.
*Some tax-exempt investments may be subject to the federal alternative
minimum tax as well as federal or state capital gains taxes.

© 2010 Standard & Poor's Financial Communications. All rights
reserved. Securities and Financial Planning offered through LPL
Financial- A Registered Investment Advisor-Member FINRA/SIPC
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haunted houSe

The Town of Belleair Parks & Recreation Department and
the Belleair Civic Association are teaming up again this
year to host another spooktacular Halloween party and
Haunted House! With so many Halloween Celebrations
going on this time of year, you’ll want to make sure to
put this on your calendar! Join us on Saturday, October
20, from 5 to 8:30pm at the Dimmitt Community Center
at 918 Osceola Road in Belleair. The festivities will kick
off with a pizza dinner, followed by costume judging, our
famous Haunted House, Haunted Trolley Ride, Trick or
Treat Trail and our Not-So-Scary-Maze. For more
information, call 727-518-3728.

SundaYS in belleair
outdoor concert SerieS

The upcoming Sundays In Belleair Outdoor Concert
season looks to be a memorable one! The Belleair Parks &
Recreation Department is excited to welcome Platinumselling, Grammy-winning country artist David Ball and his
band to the Dimmitt Community Center on Sunday,
November 11. Perhaps best known for hits “Thinking
Problem” and “Riding With Private Malone,” Ball's classic
country style is sure to bring the house down!! Opening
acts, Trailer Choir, and Belleair's own Sweet Caroline are
the perfect introduction to a great evening. Bring your
blankets or lawn chairs and expect an intimate, danceworthy evening of music. Food and beverages are
available for purchase. Gates open at 4 pm, and the
concert goes from 5:30-8:30 pm. Advance ticket sales,
both VIP and general admission, available for purchase at
the Belleair Recreation Department, Belleair's Friday Fresh
Market and Bella Vino Wine and Cheese Market. For
information, call 518-3728 or visit sundaysinbelleair.com.

market on the mall

The Belleair Parks & Recreation Department announces
the return of Belleair’s Friday Fresh Market! In the third
year now, this year’s Market will be bigger and better!
November 2 through March 29, the Market will be open
every Friday from 10 am-3 pm and offers the freshest
vegetables, fruit, flowers, herbs, and eggs from local
farms. Food artisans will bring fresh bread, sauces,
prepared foods and other goodies and local artist will
be there with unique gifts. Join them for lunch at the
Market Cafe, featuring a wonderful variety of delectables!
The Market creates an atmosphere of community
interaction and enjoyment!

holidaY partY and parade

Kick off the season with Town of Belleair’s Annual
Holiday Parade and Party on Sunday, December 2! You
may not see giant helium balloons, magnificent
marching bands, or fabulous floats, but Belleair’s
Second Annual Holiday Parade is sure to be great fun!
Deck out your bike, car, stroller or golf cart and join the
parade! Or be a part of the audience and cheer on the
Grand Marshall and the most anticipated appearance of
the season, the arrival of Santa Claus who will mark the
official start of the Holiday Season by magically lighting
the Holiday Tree and The Mall. Immediately following
the parade, join the Parks & Rec staff at Hunter Park for
holiday crafts, bounce house, music, Santa visits, the
Abominable Snow Man, the famous Belleair Snowball
Fight, and more. The Parade starts at 5 pm on The Mall.
For information and to join the fun, call 727-518-3728.
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from belleair bluffS to finniSh rock Star
By day, a mild mannered jeweler at Belleair Jewelry, and by night, a guitar
slinging beach bar singer and most recently, a country music star in Finland!
Well, at least that's the way it felt for a while. My name is Jim Lanier and this
story began last February. I was packing up my gear after performing at The
Thunderbird Beach Resort in Treasure Island. Marko Tervaniemi, a businessman
from Finland, on vacation with his family approached me and asked,"What
would it take for you to come and play at my hotel in Finland this August?" I
really didn't know what to say. I soon realized he was serious. I told him I would
have to talk to my wife, Annette. In my relationship at home, I do as I'm told
and nobody gets hurt! We decided this was an opportunity we couldn't pass up.
To add to our excitement, friends of ours from Tampa, Herb and Janice Henry
decided to come with us.
Soon after our arrival in Ivalo Finland, we noticed posters and newspapers with
pictures of me were everywhere. Women wanted their picture taken with me which was a bit overwhelming. I didn't know
if people thought I was famous back in the USA or if an American coming to Lapland was just a rare event. The staff at
The Hotel Kultahippu treated us like royalty. For example, we were out sightseeing and had dinner away from the hotel,
around nine o'clock that evening, back at the hotel, we were asked if we were ready to have dinner. We discovered they
had kept the entire kitchen staff there in case we were hungry! I felt bad for them, but we had no idea they were waiting
for us. They were so wonderful. We felt like we had made close friends in a short period of time.
Now I felt the pressure was on to put on a great show. I did not realize just how popular American country music is in
other parts of the world. I really didn't consider myself a country music artist. I play a wide variety of music, but I must have
been in a country mood the day Marko heard me. People came from all over Finland and Norway. The shows went well.
Before we left, Marko asked us back next year. In all the excitement, I told him yes. The next day, a photographer was
taking press photos for next year. The plan is to move the date up to July so it can be held outside where there is room for
more people. I will be releasing a new CD prior to the event to be used in promotion. Marko, who's main business is
electronics, has connections in entertainment and radio.
Looking back on the experience, it feels like a dream. I was a rock star for a while. Reality has returned and now I'm just
the guy who cleans out the cat litter box and takes out the trash. That reminds me, time to clean the litter box.
If you would like to see photos of our trip, please email me at jim@jimlanier.com. I would love to hear from you and
would be happy to send you a link to the photos.

