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Hotel
Bellview

winter visitors discover area beaches
"For a great part of our country, Florida is the one winter resort," reads the first sentence of a book promoting the state's
wonders, published in 1912.
Yet, swaying palm trees and warm sunshine were an impossible dream for the vast majority of Americans until two
entrepreneurs opened the door to winter tourism in the late 1800s, at least for those who could afford it.
The two Henrys, Plant and Flagler, built an infrastructure that would provide accessibility and bring the comforts of home to
the remote Florida wilderness. Henry Plant chose Tampa as the termination point of his railway system in 1884, later
extending the line down the west coast as far as Naples. On the route, he built the Tampa Bay Hotel, a fantastical Moorish
castle, on the banks of the Hillsborough River, and the fashionable Swiss Chalet-styled Belleview on Clearwater Bay.
The rich and famous would now share the warmth and sunny days with the few adventurous sportsmen and determined
invalids who had roughed it in previous decades to reach paradise on earth.
The Hotel Belleview, later Belleview Biltmore, would play host to heads of state, including three U.S. presidents, the Duke of
Windsor, sports superstars from Babe Ruth to Arnold Palmer and industry titans Henry Ford and Thomas Edison. Edison
and Ford would come up from the winter residences in Fort Myers. The Clearwater Beach Hotel, built shortly after
construction of the causeway in 1917, provided first class accommodations right on the Gulf. The hotel was rebuilt in the
1970s, then torn down in 2005 to make way for the Sandpearl Resort.
Winter enjoyment of Florida was not exclusively limited to the well-to-do or the ritzy hotels. The automobile age brought
middle class "adventurers" from up north who were willing to brave less than first-class roads in rickety, breakdown-prone
vehicles. "Tin can tourists" even arrived with their winter homes (trailers) in tow.
Tampa and St. Pete residents constructed cottages along the shore for both winter and summer enjoyment, and real estate
sales boomed along the beaches in the early 1900s. A number of those cottages in Indian Rocks Beach have been
preserved and passed along though the generations.
A series of hurricanes in the 1920s and the Great Depression wiped out many Florida dreams. But a great tourism revival
blew in following World War II on the cool winds of a miraculous new invention: air conditioning.
Indoor comfort, the allure of refreshing gulf breezes and a first class federal highway system brought thousands of baby
boom families southward to enjoy an extended family vacation… in the summer.
Notable beachfront accommodations of the post-war era
included the Sea Shell Hotel (on the current Hilton site) known
for its distinctive octagon shape, and the Beach Tower
Apartment Motel topped with fantastical blue cupolas. These
were joined by scores of family-oriented motels on the bay side.
The era saw Florida's coming of age as a year round tourist
destination.
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city of belleair blUffs
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd City Hall: 584-2151
FIre DePt: 587-6714
SHerIFF: 582-6200
MAYOr - Chris Arbutine, Sr
COMMISSIONerS —
Jack Nazario - Vice Mayor • Suzy
Sofer • taylour Shimkus • Jack
Nazario • Joseph A. Barkley, III
city of belleair beach
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
FIre DePt: 595-1117
POlICe: 595-4646
MAYOr - Kathy Mortensen
COMMISSIONerS —
David Dumville, Jr. - Vice Mayor • Jeril
Cohen • Mitch Krach • leslie Notaro
Wanda Schwerer • John Pietrowski
town of belleair shore
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
FIre DePt: 595-1117
POlICe DePt: 595-4646
MAYOr: John A. robertson
COMMISSIONerS — John e. Hayes, Jr.
robert e. Schmidt, Jr. • ray Piscitelli
richard D. Jordan
town of belleair
www.townofbelleair-fl.gov
901 Ponce de leon Blvd, Belleair 588-3769
FIre DePt: 588-8392
POlICe DePt: 588-3769
MAYOr - Gary H. Katica
COMMISSIONerS — Stephen r. Fowler
Deputy Mayor• tom Shelly
Michael Wilkinson• Kevin Piccarreto
city of largo
www.largo.com
201 Highland Ave, largo Info: 587-6700
FIre DePt: 587-6714
POlICe: 586-7427
MAYOr - Patricia Gerard
COMMISSIONerS — Mary Gray Black
robert Murray • Curtis Holmes
Gigi Arntzen • Harriet K. Crozier
Woody Brown
sheriff non-emergencies 582-6200
sheriff dispatch . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
pinellas coUnty info . . . . 464-3000
electricity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
phone (residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
cable (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020

belleair fine arts society 934-4304
belleair social clUb . . . . . . 586-1691
belleair bridge groUp. . . 669-5283
belleair rotary clUb
Meets at Belleair Country Club every thur. for
lunch; Karen Crown . . . . . . . . . 449-2470
belleair women’s repUblican clUb
Meets at Belleair Country Club. First Friday at
Noon Corrine Schlising . . . . . 596-5025
belleair yoUng woman’s society
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 459-0842
belleair beach island garden clUb
linda Mintz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 593-2054
belleair garden clUb
Barb Chapman . . . . . . . . . . . . . 581-8929
belleair beach ladies lUncheon clUb
Alice tucker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584-1532
blUffs bUsiness association
Kim Bender, President . . . . . . . . 559-7881
friends of the biltmore. . 581-5171
town of belleair civic assoc.
John Yevich, President . . . . . . . . 224-3286
clearwater sailing . . . . . 517-7776
chamber of commerce
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . 447-7600
largo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584-2321
------------------------------------------------coUnty information . . . . 464-3000
commission offices . . . . . 464-3377
Norm roche . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3360
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
state:
Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411
republican, District 13
8940 Seminole Blvd, Seminole 33772
Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov
representative Jim Frishe . 727-518-3902
republican, District 54
125 Indian rocks rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor rick Scott
rick.Scott@myflorida.com
florida United states senators:
Marco rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area United states representative:
rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

2011 cALeNDAr oF LocAL eVeNtS

october:
Blessing of the Animals (IRB)
1
Indian Rocks Beach Poker Run
1
Clearwater Offshore Racing Festival
1-2
Columbus Day / Holiday (Mon)
10
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
13
Clearwater Jazz (Coachman Park)
13-16
Stone Crab Season Begins
15
OctoberFest Indian Rocks Beach
15
Coastal Clean Up Keep Pinellas Beautiful 15
Halloween Party Belleair Civic Assn
22
Country Jubilee Heritage Village
22
Market on the Mall Belleair
28
Johns Pass Seafood Fest (Sat/Sun)
29-30
Sea Turtle Nesting Season ends
31
NoVeMber
Property Tax Bills Mailed
1
Market on the Mall Belleair
4
Taste of IRB - Indian Rocks Beach
5
City Garage Sale Belleair Beach
5
Daylight Savings Time Ends
6
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
10
Veteran’s Day
11

City Garage Sale Belleair Bluffs
12
Antique Alley Antique Show
13
America Recycles Day
15
Beaujolas Day
17
Market on the Mall Belleair
18
Suncoast Dixieland Jazz Classic
18-20
Carlisle Classic Regatta CCSC
19
School is Out for Thanksgiving
21-25
Thanksgiving
24
Turkey Trot Run
24
Heritage Village Trees & Traditions opens 26
City Garage Sale Indian Rocks Beach 26-27
Hurricane Season Ends
30
DeceMber
Christmas Event at The Plaza
1
Market on the Mall Belleair
2
Holiday Home Tour at Heritage Village
3
Post Office Toys for Tots Drive
3
Miracle On Cleveland Street Clearwater
2
Largo’s Holiday Stoll Largo Central Park
3
Belleair Bluffs City Holiday Event
5
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
8
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rec center director retires after playing aroUnd for 33 years
John Yevich came to Tampa Bay 33 years ago, with $50 in
his pocket, looking for construction work. He found it when
he built a fantastic Rec. program in the Town of Belleair.
Fresh out of college in 1978, John left upstate New York
and moved to Clearwater. A friend worked at the YMCA
and asked him to be their swimming instructor.
His YMCA boss, Jim McGinnis, left to become the director
of Belleair’s Recreation Department. He offered John a job.
“I was the number two man in a two-man department,”
John laughs. “I was hired by then city manager Kurt Peters
and Mayor George Marini, Sr.”
“I had played soccer in New York, so one of the first things I
started was a soccer program that still exists today,” he
says. “Soccer was just catching on back then, because the
Tampa Bay Rowdies were just starting.”
“The facilities were nothing like they are today. The Rec.
Department was in a game room located in the east wing
of city hall, in a back corner. Our offices were always full of
kids. We had basketball and tennis courts plus the
playground.” When McGinnis, the director of the Rec.
Department, left in 1983, the city awarded him the job.
One of John’s proudest accomplishments was the Dimmitt
Recreation Complex, created in 2006. “There was talk for
years of building such a building,” says John. “It was the
commitment and efforts of the members, board members
and the commission that made it finally happen.”
At the time, the building was estimated to cost $2 million
dollars. The city had to raise half of that from outside
donations. They offered naming rights for the building and
accepted Larry and Marge Dimmitt’s offer of $200,000.

Areas within the building are named, too. There is the Dan
Doyle family gym, the Eckerd game room and the Belleair
Civic Association donated $25,000 for the conference
room. Other individuals donating smaller amounts appear
on the wall of fame near the entrance.
Karla Rettstat, a commissioner at the time, was the real
motivating force behind the project,” says John. “She
lobbied for the project and hosted many fundraisers, such
as a silent auction and a 5K race called Run For The Rec.
John, now a young 57, plans an active retirement. “I hope
to work at the Rec. Center part-time,” he says. “and I plan
to volunteer at the school where my wife teachers. I also
plan to see my parents more. They are in their mid-eighties
and need more of my time.”
“I have the best staff in the world working at the Rec.
Center,” John adds. “We have many long time employees
who are very dedicated to their work. Eric Wahlbeck will be
replacing me as director. He has been here since he was a
kid, working first part-time then full-time. Steve Willis,
Rachel Schneider and Sara Borger are all great servants for
the community. The staff likes what they are doing; they
work hard and help to create a friendly atmosphere.”
“John has raised three generations of kids in Belleair,” says
Mayor Gary Katica. “Over the past 30-plus years, he has
been an outstanding employee as well as unique individual.
We will miss him, but his hand-picked successor, Eric
Wahlbeck, will certainly do well.”
The Belleair Community will miss John’s smile and
dedication, but they can be assured that the Recreation
Center and its programs will continue in his absence.
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Did You Know...
market on the
mall retUrns in
november Look
for Belleair’s Market
on the Mall to return
November 4th. Held
on the first and third
Fridays each month
from 9am to 2pm in
Hunter Park, it is
north of City Hall at
the corner of The
Mall and Indian
Rocks Road. For
information, call the Rec Center or visit BelleairRec.com.
_________________________________________________
bUilding a boathoUse Heritage Village plans to
build a building to house several antique boats on site
in Largo. To do it, they need help. The Clearwater Yacht
Club is hosting a public fundraiser cocktail reception
November 12th from 4-7pm. Tickets are $40 per
person. They are also asking for donation for the
project. Call the Yacht Club at 447-6000 for more
information. Once the funds have been raised, they will
be looking for volunteers to help build the boathouse.
_________________________________________________
florida natUralist series McGough Nature
Park, at 11901 146th St N. Largo, presents the Florida
Naturalist Series on Wednesdays, October 12th, 26th
and November 9th. The series will take you into Florida's
wilderness as you become acquainted with native plants
and animals. Students will receive a certificate of
completion and naturalist guide materials to help in their
efforts to respect, preserve and enjoy Florida's natural
ecosystems. Costs are $30 and includes materials, meals
and supplies. Reservations are required - 518-3047.
_________________________________________________
donations being collected Heritage Village
needs items to sell during their Fall Jubilee flea market.
They are looking for books, tools, dishes, silverware,
sporting goods, craft items, toys, jewelry, furniture, and
all types of housewares. Donations are accepted during
normal operating days and hours. Call 582-2233.
_________________________________________________
plastic grocery bags The Beach Food Pantry
would like your bags! They need them to package up the
donated food. Collect them and drop them by the pantry
at 1615 First St., IRB inside Calvary Episcopal Church.
_________________________________________________
breast cancer stamps
Post Offices will be selling
these special stamps during the
month of October. The first
class postage stamps are 55¢
with 44¢ going towards
mailing your letter and the
other 11¢ going towards
Breast Cancer Research. In
2010, sales of these stamps
generated over $70 million for
research. Last year, the
Madeira Beach Post Office sold
more Breast Cancer Research
stamps than any other post
office of their size in Florida.
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and More...
rUsty art The two metal
sculptures, promoted as noncorrosive and able to withstand
the sun, installed a year and a
half ago at each end of the
Belleair Beach Causeway are
already rusted. The art
sculptures made to look like
sails, were made out of metal,
and are not withstanding the
saltwater well. The center
sections were supposed to be
made from cloth or different
material, but was later changed
to steel. Robert David, Public
Works Director for the City of
Belleair Bluffs, says they should
be removed and replaced with a bench. However, the
responsibility for the art structures is actually that of the
County, who built the bridge and ordered the artwork.
_________________________________________________
coastal clean Up Help clean up the our beaches with
the annual Keep Pinellas Beautiful clean up. Belleair Beach
is organizing a crew of volunteers, contact City Hall at 5954646 to help. Another volunteer report location is the
County Park in Indian Rocks Beach (18th Avenue). After
cleaning the beach, the City of Indian Rocks Beach provides
food and drink for the volunteers.
_________________________________________________
coUntry JUbilee This popular outdoor arts and crafts
event at Heritage Village is the 33rd Annual Jubilee. It is a
great place to find those special holiday gifts including
handmade crafts, paintings, jewelry, stained glass, wooden
treasures and more. There will be music, historical tours
and demonstrations. During the event, they will be hosting
a large yard sale from treasures donated by the supporters
of Heritage Village. The event is from 9am to 4pm.
_________________________________________________
new school COTI Community Christian School in
Indian Rocks Beach has added more grades to this year’s
school curriculum. Formerly only a pre-school, they now
offer elementary school classes up to fifth grade. The new
school, part of Church of the Isles, though independently
run, is located on 23rd Avenue. School began August 21st.
Call them at 517-0775.
____________________
island estates
boat parade
needs boats The
coordinators of the
Island Estates Boat
Parade, scheduled for
Saturday, December
10, are looking for
boats to participate.
Usually with over 50
boats, this is one of the
largest and oldest boat
parades in Pinellas
County. You do not
have to have winning decorations to participate - the
more the merrier. There is no entrance fee. To be
involved, call Capt. Scott Sanders at 215-5730. The
Indian Rocks Beach Lighted Boat Parade is Saturday,
December 17th. Call 595-2517 and ask for Joan
Johnstone to enter.
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dogs make a splash at annUal
soggy doggie splash party!
Largo, FL – The Aquatics Division
of the City of Largo Recreation,
Parks and Arts Department
invites the dog loving public to
an afternoon of splashing and
laughing at the Highland Family
Aquatic Center (400 Highland
Ave, Largo 33770) on Saturday,
October 15. This anticipated
event, presented by Pet
Supermarket and Ideal Design
Events, welcomes dogs of all
sizes to play in the pools before
they close for the season. Event
time for dogs 18 inches or
shorter is from 11am-1pm, dogs
taller than 18 inches is from 1:30-3:30pm. Owners will
not be permitted to enter the water with their dogs. Proof
of vaccination will be required before entering the
facility. Cost is $5 per dog.
This year's event is Halloween themed, so be sure to
dress for the occasion and have some fun! Plenty of
games and activities are planned, including an
owner/dog relay race (small dogs), all-in sprint swim
(big dogs), costume contest and command contest.
Concessions and a free Halloween photo opportunity
will be available for all guests and their dogs.
A second day discount will be available on Sunday,
October 16 from 12-3pm for $3. All dogs are allowed
in simultaneously the second day. For more information,
visit LargoPools.com or call (727)518-3018

2011 PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
thursday, october 13th
4:30pm
Gates Open
5:00pm to 6:00pm
Global Affect
6:30pm to 8:00pm
Kevin Eubanks
8:30pm to 10:00pm Trombone Shorty & Orleans Ave.
friday, october 14th
4:00pm
Gates Open
4:30pm to 5:30pm
Valerie Gillespie Ensemble
6:00pm to 7:30pm
Gerald Clayton Trio
7:45pm to 9:00pm
Miss Tess & The Bon Ton Parade
9:30pm to 11:00pm Brian Culbertson
saturday, october 15th
2:00pm
Gates Open
2:00pm to 3:15pm
Jazz Juvenocracy
3:45pm to 5:00pm
Whitney James
5:30pm to 6:45pm
LaRue Nickelson Group
7:15pm to 8:45pm
Sammy Figueroa & Latin Explosion
9:15pm to 10:45pm Maceo Parker
10:45pm
Fireworks
sunday, october 16th
2:00pm
Gates Open
3:00pm to 4:00pm
Clearwater Jazz Holiday Youth
Jazz Band
4:30pm to 5:45pm
Mike Markaverich Trio
6:15pm to 7:45pm
Christian McBride & Inside Straight
8:15pm to 9:30pm
Dianne Reeves
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lasers and peels
which one is right for yoU?

By Stephanie Schlageter, M.S.
Medspa Director

Advances in technology have paved the
way for minimally invasive skin rejuvenation
procedures that can effectively treat a wide
range of common skin concerns such as
lines, wrinkles, dark spots, rosacea, and
acne scarring. The recent and continuing
boom in the non-surgical cosmetic industry has produced a
number of different types of devices and services including
resurfacing lasers, intense pulsed light (IPL) devices, and
peels. These procedures have become enormously popular
due to their limited downtime, affordability, and dramatic yet
natural looking results.

LASerS

Non-ablative fractional lasers are one of the leading types
of lasers in the cosmetic arena. They penetrate below the
surface of the skin, conducting heat to stimulate new
collagen development and significantly improve skin tone
and texture. Rather than remove the top layer of the skin as
with older ablative lasers, the top layer of skin remains
intact, limiting side effects and downtime. Non ablative,
fractional lasers are commonly used to treat fine to
moderate wrinkles, dark spots, and acne scarring. The
popular Fraxel Laser is an example of a non-ablative
fractional Laser.
Intense Pulsed Light (IPL) - Similarly, IPL is a non ablative
device that uses intense pulses of light, rather than laser
energy, to penetrate the outer surface of the skin. IPL
treatments, or “photofacials”, are effective at treating
rosacea, broken capillaries or veins, and some brown

spots. IPL also can provide some superficial skin
tightening.
Radiofrequency (RF) - RF devices are used to deliver
intense heat deep into the skin to heat the tissue and
stimulate the growth of new collagen and tighten the skin.
Thermage is an example of an RF device that is effective
at tightening skin on the chin, neck, jowls, and upper
eyelids, among other areas.

PeeLS

Peels (or “chemical peels”) are solutions applied to the skin
to help exfoliate the outermost layers of the skin to reveal
newer, more radiant skin and to stimulate the production of
new skin cells. Peels are often used to help control acne
breakouts and for maintaining the results of Fraxel, IPL, or
Thermage treatments.
Still not sure which treatment may be right for you? A
complimentary consultation at Radiance Medspa can help
shed light on the differences, benefits, and potential risks for
each type of service. Visit radiancetampabay.com or call
Radiance Medspa at 727-518-7100 for more information
or to request an appointment.

radiance medspa

now in clearwater too
Radiance Medspa and Hyatt Regency Clearwater Beach
are partnering together to offer BOTOX and Juvederm
treatments inside the Hyatt’s beautiful Sandava Spa.
Now everyone has two convenient locations to obtain
these very popular services performed by Radiance
Medspa’s expert medical staff - Radiance Medspa in
Belleair Bluffs and Sandava Spa on Clearwater Beach.
Call Radiance Medspa at 518-7100 or
Sandava Spa at 373-4970 for information.
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fall is here
by Randy Lee
Fall is a great time to work in the yard.
There are many things to do in the yard at
this time. It is the perfect time to catch up
on maintenance, repair landscaping and
lawns, or plant vegetables and fall flowers.
With the growing season slowing down, less mowing and
trimming are required. Other landscape projects can be
done at this time: Lawns can be patched or resodded due
to heat and insect damage. Remulching of landscape beds
can also be done at this time- the heavy rains of summer
are gone and now a fresh layer of mulch or pine bark can
be added. Vegetable and herb gardens can be planted- the
heat, rain and humidity of summer is gone and herbs and
vegetables thrive. This is also an ideal time to plant trees
and shrubs (cold hardy varieties). They can acclimate over
fall and winter and have a head start once spring arrivesjust remember to water during dry periods. Palms and other
tropicals are usually not planted at this time.
We can finally plant fall flowers. My clients are eager to see
their beautiful fall flowers once again. We start planting at
the end of October through November and we plant both
perennials and annuals. Perennials will generally last a few
years and include lantana, blue daze, penta and
angelonia. We replant annuals each year in the fall since
they will not survive the summer heat. These include
begonia, snap dragon, allysum, geranium, petunia, pansy,
salvia and dusty miller. Impatiens have frozen the last two
winters so plant them with caution in protected areas.
The type of flowers used and colors are usually determined
by personal preference. Use either bold colors (orange, red,
purple) or pastels (white, pink, blue) since colors can clash.
Also, group flowers according to wet vs. dry and shade vs.
sun conditions. With larger flower beds we create a
“layered” effect with taller flowers in the background and
shorter (or border) flowers in the foreground. A landscape
trick we use when planting many small flowers is to mulch
first then carefully plant- it is too hard to mulch after. At the
time of planting, we usually plant with a mild fertilizer like
Milorganite. Now is the time to replant containers and pots
using the same principles.
Let us know if we can help you with any of your landscape
projects. We can be reached at……
October/November Checklist:
Fertilizer ban is lifted
Less pruning and mowing required
Plant cold hardy shrubs and trees
Plant vegetables and fall flowers
Beginning of dry season- water adequately
Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape design company at
(727) 421-2715 or view www.landscapesbyrl.com

city garage sales
Belleair Beach - November 5
Belleair Bluffs - November 12
Indian Rocks Beach - November 26 - 27

taste of irb

This popular Indian Rocks Beach food event is Saturday,
November 5. Held in Chic-Si-Park, near Crabby Bill’s.
The event with 20 local restaurants is free, but you pay
for any food, beer or wine you buy. The live band plays
from 4pm - 10pm. See www.IRBHome.com for more info.
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sheriff Jim coats
annoUnces his retirement
Pinellas County Sheriff Jim Coats announced he will
retire effective November 7, 2011.
Sheriff Coats released the following statement regarding
his retirement: "It is after much consideration and
reflection that I announce my retirement from the
Pinellas County Sheriff's Office. My wife, Cat and I are
working through some sudden and difficult health issues,
which now require our full attention, strength and effort.
In October, I will have served 40 years with the finest
men and women in the law enforcement profession at
the Pinellas County Sheriff's Office. Cat and I would like
to thank everyone for their understanding and well
wishes at this time. It has been our privilege to be your
public servants."
As Chief Deputy, Sheriff Coats was appointed interim
Sheriff in 2004, was elected in November of that year,
and assumed office in 2005. He has served at all levels
of rank and assignment during his years of service.
Governor Scott will appoint an interim sheriff to fill the
remainder of Coats term, which ends January 2013. The
Office of Sheriff is up for election in November 2012.

halloween fUn

DIMMITT COMMUNITY CENTER OCTOBER 22 - The
Belleair Civic Association and The Belleair Parks and
Recreation Department are teaming up to host an even
bigger, better Family Friendly Halloween! You and your
family are invited from 5 - 8:30 pm for our annual
Halloween Bash! Dress in your Halloween best and
mingle with family, friends, and neighbors. Pizza dinner,
Haunted House, Costume Contest, Haunted Trolley Ride,
Trick or Treat Trail, and a Not-So-Haunted Maze!
Children 12 and under in costume eat free and receive
a trick-or-treat bag. For information, call 518-3728.
SOUTHWEST RECREATION OCTOBER 17- Come in
costume and join the treat or treat parade at this year's
Pint Size Pumpkin Patch Event from 6-7:30pm. Children
6 and under will enjoy fun fall activities, crafts, food and
a special visit from a storytelling scarecrow. Cost is $5
per child, children under 2 years old are free. Preregistration is required by October 15. For more
information, call (727)518-3125 or visit PlayLargo.com.

oktoberfest in indian rocks

The popular Oktoberfest day in Indian Rocks Beach is
Saturday, October 15th from 11am to dusk. The event,
which includes food, music, dancing, contests, and arts
& crafts will be held in Kolb Park, near City Hall,
between 15th and 16th Avenues.

sUncoast diXieland JaZZ classic

Clearwater Beach’s 21st Annual Dixieland Jazz Classic
will be held November 18 - 20. It will feature classic
and contemporary jazz, swing, blues, soul, ragtime,
cajun and zydeco music. The event will be held at the
Sheraton and Marriott on Sand Key and the Holiday Inn
Suites on Clearwater Beach. Close to 7,000 people
attend are expected to attend over the three days. This is
the largest East Coast festival of it’s kind.
The participating hotels are offering discounts during the
event days. You can pay for one night or get a weekend
pass for $90. Call 536-0064 or visit JazzClassic.net for
the lineup and more details.
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free homecoming dresses
to girls in need
The non-profit organization Belle of the Ball Project will
distribute free homecoming dresses to in-need, low
income high school girls on six Saturdays this fall at the
Seminole Mall between 10am and 2pm. Seminole Mall
is located at 11201 Park Blvd. N., Seminole, FL. Belle of
the Ball store is next to Ross Department Store.
Homecoming dress distribution dates remaining are on
the following Saturdays: Oct. 1, 8, 22, 29, and Nov. 5,
2011. There is no distribution on Oct. 15th.
Distributions are open to all Pinellas and Hillsborough
County high school teens. A small donation is requested,
but not necessary. No appointment needed. This is for
low income, in-need, high school girls only. We respect
the honor system and no referral letter is necessary.
Donations of dresses can also be made during the
dates/times listed above. For other donation sites, or
more information about Belle of the Ball Project call
386-4502 or visit www.belleoftheballproject.com.

holiday traditions
Heritage Village - Enchanting traditions continue to
charm visitors at Pinellas County’s 21-acre living history
museum from Nov. 26 through Dec. 31. Each of
Heritage Village’s historical houses will be decorated
true to its time-period, locality and lifestyle, from an
elaborately decorated Victorian home to a simply
adorned 1852 log cabin. Heritage Village will also offer
a special day of holiday-related activities, “Trees and
Traditions – a Centennial Celebration,” on Saturday,
Dec. 3 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Pinellas County
Historical Society will sponsor an open house with
refreshments, children’s activities and crafts, holiday
music, tours and a special visit from Santa Claus.
Visitors can also find those one-of-a-kind holiday gifts at
the Beach Cottage Gift Shop. Free to children under 12,
suggested minimum donation of $2 per adult. Heritage
Village, 11909 125th Street N. Largo, 582-2123;
www.pinellascounty.org/heritage.
Holiday Lights - Share the holiday spirit and enjoy
beautiful Florida Botanical Gardens as it sparkles with
the warmth of the season, every evening from 5:30 to
9:30 p.m. See how our gardens glow with tropical
plants, roses, fruits, herbs and more. A dedication to
sustainability shines through with environmentally
friendly lights throughout. Admission is free to children
under 12, with a suggested minimum donation of $12
per adult. Special events include a grand opening on
Friday, Nov. 25, with the dedication of the newest work
of art, “Aquatic Reflections,” a Gift and Plant Sale on
Sunday, Dec. 11, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and a dog
parade on Saturday, Dec. 31 at 1 p.m. Each evening,
food and beverages will be available for sale, along
with vendors selling a wide range of items. Live
entertainment nightly in several areas of the gardens.
The schedule of events is subject to change. Updates will
be posted online at www.flbg.org. Florida Botanical
Gardens is located at 12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo.
For information, call 582-2117 or visit www.flbg.org

christmas at the plaZa
The annual Christmas presentation at The Plaza in
Belleair Bluffs will be Thursday, December 1st beginning
at 6pm. There will be music and all the merchants will
be open.
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yoU know yoU are living in 2011 when...
You accidentally enter your PIN number on a microwave.
You email the person working at the desk next to you.
Your reason for not staying in touch with friends and
family is they don’t have email.
You pull up in your driveway and use your cell phone to
see if anyone is home to help unload the groceries.
Every commercial on TV has a web site at the end.
Leaving the house without your cell phone is cause to
return home and get it.
You get up in the morning and go online before getting
your first cup of coffee.
You have at least 6 remote controls on the coffee table,
and you’re not sure which one works what.
You spend 15 minutes looking for the TV remote instead of
walking to the TV and pushing the “on” button.
You have discover an “app” is no longer something you
fill out to get a job.
A “hard drive” is no longer a road trip of over 2 hours
with your spouse complaining, or to sing with the radio.
Your Facebook life is way more exciting than real life.
Typing 100 words a minute makes you a fantastic
conversationist, but not at parties.
Every other TV commercial is for male enhancement pills.
Your video library consists mostly of tutorials for
outdated gadgets you’re still learning to operate.
You discover a flu shot doesn’t provide virus protection.
You start dressing better, from the waist up, while at your
computer, just in case someone Skypes or Vids you.
You are surprised to when you get a “busy” signal on a
phone.
You say “Go Home” to your car’s GPS and it racks up a
Grateful Dead CD on the MP3.
You increase the number of text messages you can send
on your cell phone and decrease the number of minutes
you actually talk on it.
You’re having lunch at a restaurant when you receive an
important text message, from your daughter, who is
sitting right next to you.
When your grandchildren are teaching you how to use
the new electronic gifts you got for Christmas.
Your computer screen is larger than your first TV...and
your TV screen is a wide as your first car.
You have no idea what the cost of a First Class stamp is
when they all say “Forever”.
You can’t remember when you actually wrote a check,
since most bills are paid on line.
Your phone is a better camera than a phone.
You consider giving up your land line for a cell phone.
You are surprised when you hear some people actually
pay for long distance calls.
When your 6 year old teaches you how to use the apps
on your iPad.
You have so many passwords you can no longer log into
anything on your first try.
...............................

Contributing Writers: Nancy Orbarski-IRB, Jerry Newton-IRB,
Mark Mann-Musician, Father Bob-Calvary Episcopal, Eric
Meyer-IRB, Charles Parker-Guppys Marketing
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from the desk of sheriff Jim coats

Halloween Safety
As Halloween approaches and your
children select their costumes for a
night of trick-or-treating fun – we
remind all parents to turn their
attention to safety.
From costume selection, to-trick-ortreating and right down to eating the
candies – we have several suggestions
that may help you ensure the kids have
a safe and happy holiday.
For starters, watch costume design – costumes that are
too long or cumbersome may cause young children to
get tangled and fall. Remember that masks can block
kid’s peripheral vision –preventing them from seeing an
oncoming car. Consider using facepaint, a hat or a wig
as safer alternatives. To make your children more visible
to traffic, attach a reflective strip on their costume or have
them wear a glow stick necklace.
As the kids head out the door, head out with them.
Parents, an adult caregiver or perhaps an older sibling
should always accompany the little ones as they journey
through the neighborhood and go door to door. For
older children, plan a route beforehand, know where
they will go and what time they plan to return. Advise
them to use well travelled routes, not to take shortcuts or
go into isolated areas. No doubt there is safety in
numbers, so travelling in a group is highly
recommended.

As you walk through your neighborhood, direct children
to approach only those homes that are well lit and seem
open and welcoming to trick-or-treaters. Remind them
never to accept an invitation to go inside a stranger’s
home. Become aware of where registered sexual
offenders live in your community and steer clear of those
homes. Visit www.fdle.state.fl.us to access the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement’s Sexual Offender
Database and search for any offenders in your area.
Advise your children never to approach a vehicle for
candy and to immediately run away if asked to get inside
the car. Teach your child that if anyone attempts to grab
them, they should yell and scream as loud as they can to
call attention to themselves – until help arrives.
Remember to use sidewalks when available; otherwise
walk as close as possible to the edge of the road, in the
opposite direction of traffic. Cross the street at marked
crosswalks and instruct children to obey all traffic laws.
Motorists are reminded to slow down and be aware that
many children will be out and about on Halloween night.
Have a cell phone with you and teach your children how
to call 911 in case of an emergency. Ask them to remain
alert and to report suspicious activity to you and or law
enforcement.
Once back at home, check your child’s candy to make
sure it has not been tampered with – before they dig in.
Finally…enjoy, but always remember safety comes first.
We hope these few easy tips will help to make your
family’s Halloween fun, memorable, and above all, safe.
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drywood termite eXtermination
an alternative to tenting

by Larry Norquest, All-Pro Team Pest Management
Tenting is definitely an effective way of wacking those little
critters, but man what a process!! There is an alternative
that many of us state licensed termite killers utilize, it is
more of a surgical attack than an all out hand-grenade
(no disrespect to fumigating).
Evidence that you have a drywood termite problem, is
either seeing their little pellets (frass, which is termite
poopies) or little ant looking things with wings on your
window sills, coffee table or wherever. These termite
swarmers are basically the teenagers being kicked out of
their house when their hormones are going nuts.
Once out on their own, they mate and march off to have a
little brood of "munchers". It takes them about 5 years to
really get a great family album picture. This is the time
when you will see "frass" evidence. Multiple colonies
throughout a structure is normal and it takes time to
eliminate all colonies.
Most professional exterminators agree while it is never fully
attained, unless you "burn the house down", getting them
under control is possible. It can sometimes be a nightmare
to the exterminator and the client, but it has to be done.
Thank goodness for a "Full One Year Warranty".
Since drywood termites obtain their moisture from the
wood they are ingesting, introducing a new moisture
source for them to consume during their daily "munch-athons" (24 hours a day - they don't sleep) in the form of an
ingestive solution is a very effective treatment plan. Once
the termite consumes the treated area, they take some of
their "gourmet" meal to their beloved "Queen or Queens"
As their new moisture source is introduced into the colony
the domino effect kicks in and "bye-bye" Uncle Charlie.
"Oops, there goes cousin Jim." "I don't feel so good either,"
and the "Queen" looks awful would be the overall
conversation throughout the colony. Job done!
That's the whole secret to extermination when utilizing the
liquid treatment, which provides great residual protection
to that wood. Once the liquid soaks into the wood, which it
does rapidly, it dries and there it stays. All exposed raw
wood in attic areas are saturated since this is another
favorite place to munch"
The best part is you don't have to leave your home or
place of business while this type of treatment is done.
We encourage you to e-mail us or call us direct for a free
inspection of your property, office (727) 585-2185 or cell:
(727) 453-0785 or if you just have a question about your
concerns. E-mail: allproteampestmanagement@gmail.com
Visit our Web site at www.largotermiteinspections.com.

largo’s oktoberfest
The October 7th First Friday will be Largo’s first
authentic Oktoberfest and will feature the
Deutschmeiseter Blas Band, a wonderful 13 piece
authentic German band playing your favorite drinking
songs. Food vendors will only be serving German food
such as bratwurst, sauerkraut, aachener printen and
kartoffelsalat to name a few. There will be beer mug
carrying contests. Bring your own stein to this event for
discounts and beer specials. There will be a contest for
the best stein. There will also be a German car show.
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massage envy hosts
healing hands for arthritis
On October 12th, $10 From Every Massage and Facial
Benefits the Arthritis Foundation
Massage Envy, has joined forces with the Arthritis
Foundation to host Healing Hands for Arthritis, a oneday national event to build awareness and raise funds to
fight arthritis. On World Arthritis Day, October 12,
2011, Massage Envy Largo will donate $10 from every
one-hour massage and facial to the Arthritis Foundation.
“Partnering with the Arthritis Foundation was a natural
fit, as we both share a common understanding about
the seriousness of the disease, the potential power of
massage therapy to relieve certain symptoms, and what
must be done to prevent, cure and control it,” said Kim
Potts, Largo Massage Envy owner.
To make an appointment for the Healing Hands for
Arthritis event, contact the Largo Massage Envy at 5816500. All proceeds donated during Healing Hands for
Arthritis will support the Arthritis Foundation’s nationwide
efforts to prevent, control and cure arthritis.
“There’s no better way to give back than to treat
yourself, a friend or family member to a relaxing and
rejuvenating massage or facial,” said Kim Potts, Largo
Massage Envy owner. “We strongly encourage the local
community to come out on October 12th to help fight a
disease that affects 50 million Americans and is actually
our nation’s leading cause of disability.” MM#20181

market volatility
and asset allocation
“Back to tHe Basics”

Needless to say, the markets have been a bit on the
volatile side. Volatility can be your portfolio’s worst
enemy. Whether it is fueled by natural disasters, a
European debt crisis, or a confrontational political
environment, the simple fact is that volatility can wreak
havoc on your investments. While there is no way to
completely eliminate the volatility of an investment
portfolio, having an appropriate asset allocation can
reduce its effects.
Asset allocation goes far beyond simply determining
how much of your portfolio should be invested in stocks.
It defines how much you should have in growth stocks
versus value stocks, large stocks versus small stocks,
corporate bonds, municipal bonds, short-term bonds
and long-term bonds, etc., etc., etc.
How important is asset allocation? Studies have shown
that approximately 90% of investment success over a
long period of time is attributable to asset allocation. If
that is true, then why do many investors spend so much
time on the other 10%?
A plan that encompasses your entire financial picture,
along with an appropriate asset allocation, can help
take your emotions out of investing and give you the
piece of mind necessary to stay on track toward your
goals during these volatile times.
Belleair Asset Management, Inc. is a Florida registered
investment advisor located in Belleair Bluffs, FL. Call
(727) 586-3541 to speak with an advisor.
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participation in re-districting
meetings encoUraged
By State Representative Jim Frishe, District 54,
The Florida Legislature is now beginning
Committee Meetings in preparation for
the 2012 Legislative Session beginning
in January. As we begin to gear up for
the 2012 Session, I would like to remind
us of some of the positive results
achieved during the 2011 legislative
session.
During the 2011 session, we reduced
our budget by approximately
$4,000,000,000. This was done without tax increases.
We created legislation establishing a flexible and
innovative state trust fund for promotion of job creation
in Florida. This growth reform will benefit businesses
already in Florida in addition to encouraging new
businesses to locate to the State of Florida.
In 2011, we passed the Prescription Drug Bill. This bill
will go a long way in helping our law enforcement
agencies crack down on the illegal prescription drug
trafficking. Citizens from other states in our country were
coming to Florida to get prescription drugs through our
“pill mills”. This is a practice that was by far one of the
most difficult situations with which our state has had to
deal. The Prescription Drug Bill should put an end to the
“pill mills.”
We passed legislation aimed at helping to reduce
Medicaid fraud. Medicaid accounts for approximately 22
billion dollars in our budget. We MUST continue to

diligently look at the ways to make this program more
effective and efficient for those in need.
We began the redistricting process and it is our
responsibility to delivered fair districts when the final maps
are presented. Over 2000 members of the public have
made positive recommendations to accomplish this goal.
We passed education reform. Florida is currently ranked
5th in the country, up from 37th just 12 years ago,
according to Education Week’s Quality Counts survey. We
need to continue our positive efforts regarding education
until Florida is ranked 1st in the country.
We passed true pension reform this year thus increasing
the stability and safety of our pensions. We passed the
Health Reform Act and drug testing for those
participating in assistance programs.
For the 2012 session, our responsibilities are many:
revitalize our economy, maintain spending disciplines,
create jobs and get Floridians back to work, make certain
our educational system continues to progress, make sure
our needy elderly citizens are cared for and make Florida
a state in which its citizens are the primary concern: a
state to be envied by other states throughout our country.
When we hear that over half of Americans believe that
their children will be worse off than they are, it is
incumbent upon us, as elected officials, to take the
necessary steps to turn the economy around and do the
very best we can to make 100% of Americans know that
their children will be better off than they are themselves.
We CAN come back – we have done so before and we
can do so again. We must be prepared to make some
hard decisions but to do so with the knowledge that these
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Business Briefs...
stefanec’s barber
shop Steve Stefanec comes
from a family of 25 barbers,
who own six barbershops in
Ohio. He met his wife Irena
six years ago in Cleveland,
but since neither liked the
weather there, they moved to
Pinellas County. While looking
for a place to open a new
barbershop, they worked in
area barbershops and salons.
They liked Belleair Bluffs
because it was close to the
water and found the perfect
spot here. Steve built most of
the shop himself, which is modern, yet old-fashioned and
includes 4 classic barber chairs. It opened in August. For
now, Steve and Irena do all the work, but they hope, as
business expands, to hire more barbers. They specialize
in men’s and children’s haircuts but also provide
women’s styles. They offer military and senior discounts.
Stefanec’s Barber Shop is located at 772 Indian Rocks
Road, near Le Bouchon Restaurant. Call them at 5180500, but no appointment is necessary.
_________________________________________________
fresh vegetables opening soon A new
produce store, called International Food Market is
opening in the Village Plaza at 1901 West Bay Drive.
They hope to open in October.
_________________________________________________
froZen yogUrt A new yogurt store called Ready-SetYo is planning to open in November in the 400 block of
Indian Rocks Road North, next to Urban Coast. This will
be a self-serve concept. But, they will have more than
just yogurt. The owner is Mia Corrales, daughter to Matt
and Maria Loder, the Crabby Bills family.
_____________________
flowers for the
season ‘Tis the time
for fall flowers. October
is a great time to put a
living flower arrangment
in your house. Call
Carlson Wildwood
Florist at 446-4610 to
order your holiday
flowers. They deliver the
entire Belleair area.
_____________________
medicare seminar
Medicare can be a
confusing topic, but we
all know how important
it is. Linda Bullerman, a
local Independent
Authorized Insurance
Agent, is offering two area seminars to help people
understand its rules. Bullerman’s seminars will be
November 3 at 11:30am and November 30 at 4pm.
Both will be held at the Largo Community Center, 400
Alternate Keene Road in Largo. For the 2012, Medicare’s
Open Enrollment begins October 15 and ends
December 7. The information you need for enrollment
will be provided at these seminars. Please RSVP in
advance by calling 501-1444.
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More Business Briefs...
morton plant
honored Medical
Director Jordan
Messler, MD, received
the Senior Fellow in
Hospital Medicine
designation from the
Society of Hospital
Medicine. Dr Messler is
one of 175 hospitalists
in America inducted
into the 2011 Society
of Hospital Medicine’s
Class of Senior Fellows. Since 2005, he has been on the
forefront of hospital improvement processes and initiatives
at Morton Plant Hospital. Morton Plant was established in
1916 and is part of the BayCare Health System. It is a
687-bed facility serving the Belleair and Clearwater area.
_________________________________________________
patchington 20 years in belleair blUffs The
Patchington boutique has been on Indian Rocks Road for
20 years, but Patchington has been a fixture in the
Clearwater area for more than 40 years. Started in 1969
as C.C’s Patchwork making and wholesaling cotton
patchwork apparel to specialty stores, the company
evolved into a private label apparel line in the 1980s and
changed its name to Patchington. Eight years ago,
Michael Levich purchased the company. During that time,
he along with his team transitioned from a private label
brand dedicated to servicing the resort customer, to
offering an expanded assortment of exciting and unique
fashions and accessories servicing the permanent and
resort customer.
Patchington buyers travel to New York, Dallas and other
fashion markets to bring back the newest looks in today’s
fashions and accessories. Brands such as Not Your
Daughter’s Jeans, Christine Alexander, Lindsay Phillips
and Lisette L Pant-alon can be found in Patchington
boutiques throughout Florida and at patchington.com.
Shopping at the Patchington boutique is a fun experience.
Each month Darla Mathias, the boutique manager, and
her associates Aly & Debra, host a WOW Event featuring
the latest trends, wardrobing techniques or how to travel
light and in style. The boutique hosts trunk shows featuring
new designers and their collections. Patchington also
supports local charities and organization by hosting
fashion shows and style events.
At Patchington “…it’s all about you!” located at 280
Indian Rocks Roads, Belleair Bluffs, 727-586-6196.
_________________________________________________
shoes by beverly
It is their Fourth
Anniversary and Beverly,
Betty, Lou and Tiffanie
would like to take this
opportunity to say
“Thank You” to their
many loyal customers.
They are looking
forward to another
exciting season and are
already displaying
beautiful fall shoes and
handbags.
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pinellas voters speak oUt at recent largo redistricting hearing
by Mary Louise Ambrose, Committeewoman District 358 and
Joseph A. Barkley, III, Commissioner At Large - Belleair Bluffs

Last November, 63% of Florida’s voters passed two
amendments requiring the Legislature to form compact,
contiguous districts that do not favor a party or incumbent.
August 30th, one of the last in a series of redistricting
hearing was held in Largo. Almost every person who spoke
(more than 70 were on the list but due to time constraints
only approximately 40 spoke) addressed one or more of the
following issues:
1. The Legislature needs to pass redistricting amendments,
citing the gerrymandered districts existing now. Many
districts cross counties and communities and were shaped
to favor a specific party. (To see the patchwork of Legislative
Districts, visit floridaredistricting.org and choose “Current
Maps and Data”.) Mayors from several beach communities
asked that their municipalities be grouped together due to
their unique goals and needs, though this could be
considered an exception to the anti-gerrymandering rules.
2. The need for final district maps, prepared by the
Legislature, to be presented to the electorate prior to the
Legislature’s vote so voters can have a say in the final
maps. While the Legislature cannot vote on the districts until
January, many speakers felt there was no reason why maps
could not be drawn, shown to voters, redesigned if
necessary and be ready for a vote in the first week of the
January session. Speakers opposed the Legislature waiting
until January to start the map drawing process. Several
speakers presented ideas such as keeping the beach towns
together as a district. Others provided their own maps
constructed using state-provided software.

3. Speakers were angry about the House members attempt
to thwart the will of the voters by attempting to negate
Amendments 5 and 6 in court. Speakers were particularly
angry that the Legislature, in a year of major cuts to State
programs, chose to use tax dollars to fight Florida voter’s
will. More than any other thing addressed, the Legislator’s
decision to “sue constituents” gathered the most ire.
4. The fourth concern raised was that the delay in drawing
maps would result in thwarting potential candidates of
either party who are considering running for Legislative
seats. Speakers pointed out running for office can not be
accomplished without a great deal of work. A candidate
must form an organization, gather a team, develop a
strategy, identify an electorate, make phone calls, knock on
doors, raise funds and the many other things to run for
office. If a candidate doesn’t know the boundaries of their
district, how does the candidate do any of these things? To
paraphrase a speaker “this hearing and others across the
state are primarily aimed at delaying the redistricting
process, making it virtually impossible for candidates who
want to challenge an incumbent in 2012 to run an effective
campaign. This dissuades opposition candidates from
running.” Several speakers felt this process is more than
wasteful game-playing. They expressed concerns the
delaying process threatens to destroy the democratic
process in Florida, and to disenfranchise Florida voters.
Several speakers called the delay in redistricting an
“Incumbent Protection Plan.”
Now that the hearings are finished, we must wait to see if
the Legislators listened and whether they will act on the
concerns of the public.
Both authors of this article spoke at the August hearing.
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fighting against the bite
by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
Pinellas County is a desirable place to
live. There are miles of white sandy
beaches, numerous opportunities to enjoy
a day out on the water, excellent
restaurants and thousands of acres of
shady parklands to relax and wile away a
beautiful sunny afternoon.
There are also wetlands, puddles and
other stagnant bodies of water, which make the county a
great place for mosquitoes to call home. While this is
always a nuisance, their presence has caught the
attention of local health officials.
Pinellas County Mosquito Control maintains several flocks
of sentinel chickens in various locations around the
county. As these chickens are bitten by mosquitoes, they
are tested to see if any mosquito-borne illnesses are
being transmitted. Last month, technicians discovered
chickens infected with the St. Louis encephalitis virus.
While not everyone who is bitten by an infected mosquito
will show symptoms of this illness, those who do can
experience fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and
tiredness. In rare cases, a bout with St. Louis encephalitis
can lead to disability or even death.
Mosquito Control is aggressively targeting the mosquito
population, using fogging for adult mosquitoes and
special chemicals to kill mosquito larvae developing in
standing water. While these are important steps to
reduce the number of mosquitoes in the county, we need
your help.

• Empty water from old tires, flowerpots, garbage can
lids, recycling containers, boat tarps and buckets.
Eliminate standing water near plumbing drains, air
conditioner drips, septic tanks or rain gutters.
• Flush birdbaths and wading pools weekly. Flush
bromeliads twice weekly or treat with a biological
larvicide.
• Change the water in outdoor pet dishes daily.
• Keep pools adequately chlorinated.
• Stock ornamental ponds with mosquito-eating
gambusia fish.
• Cover rain barrels with fine mesh screening.
• Repair rips or tears in door and window screens.
In addition, the Florida Department of Health advises
following preventive measures consisting of the 3 Ds:
• Drain standing water around the home.
• Dress in light colors and wear loose fitting clothing that
covers the arms and legs.
• Defend yourself by using mosquito repellent containing
DEET, picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus on
exposed skin, in accordance with the
manufacturer’s recommendations.
By taking these simple precautions, you can help reduce
the number of mosquitoes and minimize mosquito-borne
diseases. More information on controlling mosquitoes
and a mosquito control request form can be found at
www.pinellascounty.org/PublicWorks/Div_HighwayMosquito.htm or call Pinellas County Mosquito Control at
(727) 464-7503.
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Restaurant News...
william dean
chocolates is
coming to Belleair
Bluffs, just in time
for your Christmas
shopping. William
Dean, owned by
Bill Brown, is a
major creator of
fine chocolates.
The company is
named in honor of
its founder's father
(William) and
grandfather
(Dean). William Dean Chocolates follows the artisan
tradition of creating everything by hand, in small
batches and without preservatives. The artisan
chocolates are available in a wide variety of assortments
and are enjoyed by US Presidents and famous
celebrities. Every piece is made by hand in their shop at
12551 Indian Rocks Road North, Suite 1. Call them now
at 593-0656. Look for store to open in the Bluff’s
Shopping Center in the next few weeks.
_________________________________________________
e&e reopens E&E Stakeout reopened for business in
September after a full kitchen remodel and some interior
upgrades. Stop by and see for yourself the next time you
are at The Plaza in Belleair Bluffs.
_____________________
cafe de paris It took
longer than expected,
but Xavier and Valerie
de Marchi have finally
opened the south side
of their little French
Cafe. They now have
plenty of inside seating,
more display space and
a TV area to watch
soccer and rugby. Now
they are working on the
northside of their cafe,
which will feature lunch
items including crepes, sandwiches, soups and salads.
They are offering free coffee with any pastry purchased.
Cafe de Paris is located at 2300 Gulf Blvd and opens at
8am, seven days a week.
_________________________________________________
marlin darlin is five years old Frank Chivas
first opened Marlin Darlin Grill, as the Key West Grill, in
November of 2006, 5
years ago. In July of
2008, he changed the
name to Marlin Darlin’s.
Frank Chivas lives in
Belleair Bluffs.
_____________________
new baker A new
baker, Brian Johaning,
has joined Panera Bread
in Belleair Bluffs. Brian
comes to Belleair from
the Clearwater store on
US 19 North. He lives in
Largo.
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More Restaurant News...
l’aUberge des
artistes Christopher
Poix is opening a new
French restaurant on
Cleveland Street in
downtown Clearwater.
Christopher, who is
from France, was
raised in Florida but
spent 8 years in France
going to culinary school
and working in French restaurants. He previously was a
chef in California, at Disney’s Epcot World in the French
Pavilion and at other Five Star restaurants. L’Auberge des
Artistes mean Artists Inn. The official restaurant opening is
planned for October 10th. The restaurant is located at 635
Cleveland Street. Call them at 596-5439.
_________________________________________________
more hooters & starbUcks Hooters is coming to
Clearwater Beach, along with a new Starbucks. Both are
being built on the northeast corner of Mandalay Ave. and
Memorial Causeway, overlooking the roundabout. The
new Hooters will be on the second floor, while Starbucks
will be on the ground level. There will be no on-site
parking, but there are over 700 public spaces nearby.
Hooter’s started their company in Clearwater in 1983.
Today there are over 500 locations worldwide. Starbucks
has over 15,000 coffee cafes in operation.
_________________________________________________
three oaks restaUrant A new is restaurant
coming to the site of the former Belleair Grill and Wine
Bar on South Ft Harrison, just south of Belleview Blvd.
They are under construction and plan to open in late
October or early November.
_________________________________________________
stone crab season start soon! Stone Crab
Season opens October 15th. That means is you may pull
your traps (if you have them) out of the water and enjoy
your own personal catch or you can go to area
restaurants and have a waiter bring them to you
Places to buy stone crab claws after Oct. 15th nearby:
Surf N Turf Market
2900 West Bay Drive, Belleair Bluffs (585-8781)
Crabby Bill’s Seafood Market,
412 Gulf Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach (595-0041)
Island Fish Seafood Market,
13042 Indian Rocks Rd. S., Largo (595-8777)
Wards Seafood Market,
1001 Belleair Road, Clearwater (581-2640)
Frenchy’s Seafood Market,
419 East Shore Drive.
Restaurants serving Stone Crabs after Oct. 15th:
Indian Rocks Beach:
Crabby Bill’s, Guppy’s
Clearwater Beach:
Cooter’s Restaurant & Bar, Frenchy’s,
Crabby Bill’s, Island Way Grill,
Heilman’s Beachcomber,
Shor American Seafood Grill
Belleair Bluffs:
Bonefish Grill, Marlin Darlin Grill,
E&E Stakeout
Sand Key:
Rusty’s at the Sheraton,
Watercolours at the Marriott
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it's beaUJolais noUveaU time!
by Brian Franzese, Bella Vino Wine & Cheese Market
Just past midnight on
the third Thursday of
each November, over
a million cases of
Beaujolais Nouveau
begin their journey to
Restaurants and Wine
Retail Stores
throughout the world.
This amazing
Brian Franzese
marketing
phenomenon began in France's Beaujolais Region, just
north of Lyon in the 1950s. A few growers in the area,
notably Georges Duboeuf, recognized the potential for
marketing Beaujolais Nouveau (initially as a cash flow
concept), and prompted a race to Paris transporting the
first bottles of the new vintage. This attracted much
media coverage and the race spread throughout Europe,
North America and Asia. "Beaujolais Nouveau Day" is
always the third Thursday in November, so the wines are
air-freighted to ensure they reach the global retail
markets for availability to purchase and consume that
day. Today, Beaujolais Nouveau accounts for nearly half
of the regions total wine production.
Beaujolais [BOE-zjoh-lay] Nouveau is a light, simple,
grapey, red wine produced from the Gamay grape that is
meant to be consumed within the first 6 months of
release, though in better vintages the wine will drink well
for a year or so. It is different from most red wines as it
does not go through a second (malolactic) fermentation.
Because the only fermentation is whole cluster (carbonic
maceration), the wine does not take on the tannins or
dark color of a wine made from pressed grapes. It is
truly the "New" wine of the vintage.
Beaujolais Nouveau is a wine that you should drink
slightly chilled and enjoy as a quaffing wine or with
lighter cuisine. It is very popular on the Thanksgiving Day
table, due in part to the release date, but also because it
pairs well with turkey or ham. This is not a wine for wine
critics, so just enjoy it and don't over-analyze it! Most
producers package the wine with colorful, artsy labels
that sell for around $10 per bottle.
When you see the colorful marketing signs in the window
of your neighborhood wine store beginning November
17th, stop in and purchase a selection or two and join
the hype!
In November you will find the 2011 selections by
Georges Duboeuf, Joseph Drouhin, Henry Fessy, and
Bouchard Aine & Fils at Bella Vino Wine & Cheese
Market, located at The Plaza 100 Shopping Center, 100
Indian Rocks Road North, next to E & E Stakeout Grill.

cUt-a-thon
Sydney & Company, a women’s hair salon in Belleair
Bluff’s, lost their owner Sharon Mullins to cancer last
year. Her mother, sister and other family members now
own and manage the recently remodeled salon. To
celebrate Sharon’s life and her 23 years in the Bluffs, the
salon is holding a grand reopening party on October
15th, with a Cut-A-Thon. All the money will be going to
Hospice of Florida, while the hair is going to “Locks for
Love.” Call Sydney & Co. at 585-5520 for more
information and an appointment
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city government news
belleair blUffs

MASTER CLERK Debra Sullivan
earned the designation of Master
Municipal Clerk from the Florida
Association of City Clerks. Only
12% of city clerks ever achieve
that status. “You have the best of
the best in your city,” said Sarah
Adelt, representing the Florida
Association of City Clerks.
Sullivan has been the city clerk
for 9 years. She also acts as the
city’s manager.
GARAGE SALE The annual city
garage sale is November 12
from 8am to 2pm. Residents are not required to obtain a
permit to participate. Call 584-2151 for details.
NEW FIRE STATION The hunt for a new fire station
location continues. The location on Indian Rocks Road
has been abandoned. The property adjacent to city hall
purchased four years ago by the city is being considered.
Residents living close to city hall are not excited about this
new proposal

town of belleair

BELLEVIEW BLVD CONSTRUCTION The city closed
Belleview Boulevard and the north end of Indian Rocks
Road North for repaving and beautification. The plans
call for many of the palm trees to be removed and
replaced with crepe myrtles and other plants. The palms
were interfering with the larger oak trees. The new
landscaping will require little maintenance. The
contractor’s deadline is November 22nd but work could
be completed as early as the end of October.
MANAGER RECEIVES CERTIFICATION The city’s
manager, Micah Maxwell, received the Credentialed
Manager designation from ICMA, a major government
leadership and management organization. Maxwell is
one of 1,200 local government management
professionals credentialed through the ICMA Voluntary
Credentialing Program. Seven years of professional
local government executive experience qualified
Maxwell for the designation. Prior to becoming the
Town Manager, Micah was the city’s Assistant Manager.

belleair beach

UNDERGROUNDING DELAYED The city decided not to
spend $8,000 to get estimates for undergrounding utilities
across and along Gulf Blvd. The City expects to receive
$2.9 million in Penny For Pinellas funds to help pay for
undergrounding, but that only pays for a portion of the
project. It is estimated it will cost over $10 million to do
the whole job, which is four to five times the annual
budget. The commission voted was 7-0 to table it for now.
FREE PARKING The commission eliminated the fee for
the annual parking decals needed for parking in city
parking lots. Residents still have to go to City Hall and
provide proof of residency to obtain the free decals. The
decals previously provide $1000 a year in city revenue.
MORGAN SIGN A new sign was installed at the entrance
to Morgan Park at the north end of town. The $1600 sign
was purchased with money from the city’s Parks and
Recreation Board. Next year, a new sign will be installed
at Bayside Park.
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Organizational News...
belleair garden clUb Upcoming meetings include:
October 5 - 1pm: Dealing with Garden Pests by Cindy
Camelhair of Nature In Bloom.
October 12 - 9:30am: Planning Your Garden for
producing Floral Arrangements by Jan Stoffel,
international flower show judge.
November 2 - 1pm: Living Wreaths demonstration by
Linda Worle, Flowers and Other Things.
November 9 - 9:30am: The group will be planting lovely
poinsettias in time for the upcoming holiday.
The Belleair Garden Club (BGC) normally meets on the
first and second Wednesday of each month at the Belleair
Garden Club at 903 Ponce de Leon Blvd in the Town of
Belleair. Annual memberships are $50 per year. Call
Barbara Chapman at 581-8929 for more information.
Guests are welcome.
belleair beach ladies lUncheon clUb meets
monthly on the second Tuesday. Meetings include:
October 13 (Thursday) - at Heilman’s Beachcomber
Restaurant at 11:30am. Demo of Miche Handbags and
Premier Jewelry. The cost of lunch is $25 pp.
November 8 A bus trip to downtown St Petersburg’s Dali
Museum. Meet at Publix on West Bay at 9am and return
around 3pm. The price is $50 and includes champagne
on the bus, lunch and a ticket to the museum. RSVP for
these meetings to Alice Tucker at 584-1532.
belleair women's repUblican clUb meets on the
first Friday of the month for lunch at the Belleair Country
Club, at 11:45am with issue related speakers. The cost is
normally $21 each. Upcoming meetings are:
October 7: Retired judge Irene Sullivan, will speak on the
solutions for the juvenile courts in Pinellas County.
October 17: The Roast of Clearwater’s Mayor Frank
Hibbard, 6pm in the Belleair Country Club. The event
benefits the Tampa Bay Veterans Alliance, which Mayor
Hibbard founded. The Roastmaster is Aaron Fodiman of
Tampa Bay Magazine. Other participating personalities,
include Jack Harris and Florida Senator Jack Latvala.
Tickets are $175 each. Call Marilyn at 596-0790 to RSVP.
Visit BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com.
belleair yoUng women’s society The GBYWS
was established in 1979 to promote friendship through
social activities and community service. Members of the
society must be women, 21 years of age or older and
reside in the Belleair / Belleair Bluffs general area. The
October 6 meeting will be at the Clearwater Yacht Club.
Social Hour begins at 6pm and dinner at 7pm. The guest
speaker is from Vincent House, this club’s primary service
project this year. They will discuss their recovery work with
individuals with mental illness. November 3 they will be at
Antonio’s Salon and Day Spa at the Marriott Suites in
Sand Key. There are many other monthly activities
including Canasta, Bunko, Scrabble, Book Club, Movie
Madness and Duplicate Bridge. New additions include a
Theater Group, Dance and weekly Knitting Bee. Call
President, Cathy at 459-0842.
belleair social clUb is open to all seniors living in
the greater Belleair area. They meet at 9am every Tuesday
morning in the back of Panera Bread for coffee and
socializing. Sunday evenings, they meet at various
restaurants. In between, they plan pot luck suppers, movie
nights, and day trips to area attractions and once a month
luncheons. Call Vi Swift at 586-1691 for information.
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Organizational News...
belleair beach island garden clUb has a new
president, Linda Mintz. You may reach her at 593-2054.
They meet the third Wednesday of each month (Oct.
through April) on the second floor of Belleair Beach’s
Community Center at 10:30am. Membership is $20 per
year. The next meetings are:
October 19: The speaker will be from the Florida Native
Plant Society discussing In Harmony with Nature.
Afterwards they will go to lunch.
November 16: They will travel to Gateway Organic
Gardens in Clearwater for a tour and then lunch at the
Blue Heron Restaurant. Meet at the Community Center at
9:30am to carpool.
belleair
rotary clUb
announced their
2011-2012
officers. Pictured
(left to right), they
are: Nick DiCeglie (Treasurer) David Ballance (Secretary),
Vicki Morgan (Past President) Ana Maria Schweitzer
(President Elect) and Karen Crown (President). Charles
Holloway (President Elect Elect) is not shown. The Salvation
Army of Upper Pinellas County awarded their Silver Kettle
Bell Ringer award to the Rotary of Belleair. This was due to
their efforts during the 2010 Holiday season. The Belleair
Rotary Club of meets every Thursday at 12:15pm at the
Belleair Country Club. The third Thursday of every month
is the general assembly and Board meeting. Their events
throughout the year benefit many local charities. Call
Karen Crown, 449-2470 or Ed Shaughnessy 461-7171 to
get involved.
belleair civic association The Civic Association’s
new president Bobby Yevich was elected at the annual
meeting last month. The Association is looking forward to
co-sponsoring the annual Halloween events at the Rec
Center October 22 and the town’s Christmas tree lighting
in December. They are open to all residents of the Town of
Belleair. If you want to get involved, call Yevich 224-3286.
belleair bridge clUb plays at City Hall Auditorium,
twice a week, all year. It is coordinated by the Belleair
Recreation Center. Call Betty Grandoff at 669-5283 or the
Belleair Rec Center to join.
antiQUe alley merchants The merchants of
Antique Alley are holding their Fall Antique Show from
9am to 4pm, Sunday, November 13. There will be over 50
dealers. Admission is free. Enjoy the shops on this little
alleyway at 580 North Indian Rocks Road. Call 581-6585
for more information.
irb boat clUb Members held their big End of the
Summer island party on September 17. Approximately 70
people in 14 boats and 4 waverunners gathered on the
island south of the Belleair Beach Causeway. Next events:
Intracoastal Waterway Clean Up (October 8)
Stone Crab Festival in Clearwater Beach (October 22)
Veterans Parade, Madeira Beach (November 12)
They meet at Jimmy Guana’s (Holiday Inn Harborside) on
the third Thursday of the month. The next two meetings
are October 20 and November 17th at 6pm. You do not
have to live in Indian Rocks Beach to be a member, and
their are no dues. Call Bob Griffin, 517-1997 or email
boatclub@IRBHome.com for information. See pictures and
complete schedule of events at IRBhome.com.
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protect yoUr boat fUel
by Jeremiah Carmody, Carmody Marine 727/480-1048
If your boat has not been affected by the use of ethanolenhanced gas, chances are it will be sometime in the
future. Mandated under the federal Clean Air Act,
today’s “gasoline” or “E-10” is an elixir of a gasoline
blend with 10% ethanol and refined alcohol.
Ethanol is basically moonshine. It is made in the U.S. by
processing corn and distilling it to create the alcohol that
we call ethanol. The result is a gas solvent that can
cause several problems to your boat engine, if some
simple precautions are not taken.
Whether in a storage tank or your boat, Florida’s gas has
a shelf life of 60 to 90 days. Ethanol is hygroscopic,
meaning it will attract and attach to any water in the fuel.
It has the ability to absorb 50 times more water than nonethanol gasoline. It is also a corrosive. Florida’s high
humidity provides ideal conditions for phase separation,
which is the term describing the concentrated
water/ethanol layer at the bottom of a boat’s gas tank.
When as little as 0.5% water has been absorbed, the
ethanol and water will separate from the gas blend. Being
heavier, it will sink to the bottom of the gas tank,
carburetor float bowl or vapor separator in a concentrated,
highly corrosive sludge solution. Upon startup, this sludge
is the first to be delivered through your fuel system. As it
works its way through the system, it can cause o-rings to
swell, gaskets to distort and hoses to soften, delaminate or
rot while clogging filters, carburetors, pumps and injectors.
If you suspect you have bad gas, take a fuel sample. It is
easy. With the engine NOT running, disconnect the fuel
hose from the engine at the primer ball or at the inlet
side of the first fuel filter and pump or drain at least a
quart or two of gas out into a clean dry glass jar. Cover
and let it sit for a while. Gas should be a crisp light
yellow. If it looks hazy, really dark, smells like turpentine
or water or if sludge collects in the bottom of the jar, it is
bad. Do not start your engine or top off your tank and
do not add a stabilizer. It is too late! You cannot “work
the gas through the system” nor can you re-blend or
refresh the gas. Your tank must be drained and the fuel
system cleaned out.
The most important thing you can do to avoid fuel
related problems is also the easiest; start, run and refuel
your boat regularly. This will ensure the gas in the tank
is fresh, gets used and doesn’t sit in the hoses, pumps,
fuel rails, and carburetors long enough to phase
separate. Some additional ways to avoid potentially
expensive ethanol related repairs are use only nonethanol fuel, use a fuel stabilizer, refuel often, check
your fuel system hoses for softness and change your fuel
filters regularly. With a little effort and some fresh gas
you’ll enjoy a worry free day on the water.

fall festival

Largo’s November First Friday will have a Fall theme.
Located on 1st Avenue SW, between Clearwater Largo
Road and Ridge Road, the streets will be lined with hay
stacks and hundreds of pumpkins. There will be games
for kids and adults, plus pony rides. The event runs from
6pm to 11pm.
October’s First Friday is on the 7th and includes music,
food from several nearby restaurants, street performers,
artists and more. Last month approximately 900 people
attended. Call Jennifer Lantry at O’Shy’s Irish Tap
House, 588-4444 to be a vendor. Vendor space is free.
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mark’s sUmmer vacation
by Bonnie Monroe
When school was ending, and summer was just starting,
I thought this would be like every other summer with my
husband and I unable to find a summer camp suitable
for our son, Mark. Then, one of our clients gave our son
a small sailboat. The only problem was nobody in our
family knew how to sail. So, I needed to find someone
to teach my son sailing. My first call was to Clearwater
Community Sailing Center. I was thinking the call would
probably end like all the other calls - them telling me
they don’t have anyone qualified to work with my
asperger child. But I was wrong. One of the instructors
said he would be glad to work with my son. From the
minute Mark started sailing classes, I saw a difference in
him. He was getting up and going to bed on time. He
was excited to get to class every day. Now as I write
this, Mark shows no sign of becoming bored or
frustrated to the point of quitting. He has also has been
taking paddle board lessons. His balance is amazing
and boarding increases his core strength. In October,
Mark will be racing one of the center’s sailboats in the
annual Dunedin Marine Abilities Regatta. Our family has
saw many positive changes in Mark this summer, it has
been the best therapy we could have invested in.
The staff has been great working with my son and my
son’s instructors are very patient.
Program Director Rich White
(shown here with Mark) works
around some of the difficulties
Mark has, including self-esteem
and patience. Clearwater Sailing
Community Center is a great
summer place that works well
with Asperger kids.

all aboUt JaZZ

The 32nd Annual Clearwater Jazz Holiday is October 13-16. This popular event was first held in 1980. That year, it was
held from October 24 to November 2, lasting for 10 days and nights. The first headliner was Woody Herman. Buddy Rich
starred in 1981 and Dizzy Gillespie headlined in 1982.
The event was named “The Jazz Holiday” to help attract tourists from around the country and Europe to the Clearwater /
Clearwater Beach area in October, which is traditionally a slow month for visitors. Some of the first concerts were held on
the back of flat bed trucks in locations scattered around the city.
For today’s event, a large dedicated committee of volunteers called "The Jazz Force," plan all year. They present the best of
local and regional jazz artists, and instead of offering one main act a year, now offer one each night over the 4 day event.
In addition to sponsoring the event, they do other things for our community. In a partnership with Ruth Eckerd Hall, they
host music education outreach programs in area schools. They host fundraising events, such as “The Flavor of Jazz” to
assist their educational programs and to fund their local music scholarships. Plus, they host social events with the
members of The High Note Society. Memberships cost between $100 and $3,000.
The Clearwater Jazz Holiday continues to be the only free jazz festival in the southeastern United States. It is estimated that
over 50,000 people attend the four day event. Get more info on this year’s show at ClearwaterJazz.com.
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the history of pinellas coUnty
tHe Process of seParation

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Pinellas County will celebrate its 100 anniversary on
January 1, 2012. There were many people involved and
many steps taken to convert our area into a new county.
So many, that this article will be presented in two
installments.
In 1834, before Florida was a state, a large area centering
on Tampa Bay officially became Hillsborough County.
Tampa, a small village had grown up around Ft. Brooke
and became the hub of the newly formed county. The county
was made up of what would later become nine counties:
Hillsborough, Charlotte, DeSoto, Hardee, Manatee, Pasco,
Polk, Sarasota and Pinellas. Farming, citrus and cattle were
the dominate businesses in Hillsborough County.
When Hillsborough County was formed, what we now call
Pinellas was called West Hillsborough. There was a
newspaper called the West Hillsborough Times centered in
Clearwater. It later became the St Petersburg Times.
17% of Hillsborough’s population lived in Western
Hillsborough, but they paid 23% of the taxes. Residents in
Western Hillsborough began to resent bearing the tax
burden for Tampa, while not reaping enough of the benefits.
The chief grievance was almost all the tax revenue was spent
to improve the Tampa side of the county. Pinellas was the
last to receive funding for roads and schools. When St.
Petersburg had a criminal problem, the Hillsborough Sheriff
could take weeks to respond. After much complaining, the
Hillsborough government finally built a bridge, near Bay
Pines. It fell down during a storm shortly after construction.
Another problem involved the difficulty western residents
experienced when traveling to Tampa. The county seat was
45 miles away. People routinely had to go to Tampa to file
deeds and do business at the county courthouse. They would
either travel by horse and cart, train or boat, all of which
were difficult, dangerous and time consuming. It took at the
least two to three days.
A group of vocal residents known as the Divisionists formed.
The first, W.A. Belcher of Bayview (Clearwater East), was a
State Representative for West Hillsborough in Tallahassee. In
1886, he sponsored the first bill backing a separation from
Hillsborough. Judge Joseph Wall, a senator from Tampa,
killed the bill when it reached the Senate. Divisionists were
too disorganized to continue the battle and there was no
real progress for almost 20 years.
Then, in 1907, things began to happen, but it would take
five years of planning, lobbying and scheming to see any
progress. Whenever a State House bill was introduced that
would separate Hillsborough, the State Senate would reject
it. Pinellas leaders were afraid to support the bills, because
they depended on Tampa voters to reelect them.
William Straub, the fiery editor and publisher of the St
Petersburg Times used his position and skillful writing to fan
the fires of separation. D. B. McKay, editor of the Tampa
Tribune, squared off against him representing the eastern
county’s view. In addition to full page editorials on the
subject, Straub mailed copies of his newspaper to every
member of the legislator for a full year. The purpose was to
inform other state leaders what a disservice “Good Old
Hillsborough” was doing to West Hillsborough residents.
In 1907, State Senator James Crane assured Divisionists that
if the people of the West Coast wanted a separate county,

they could have it, and if petitioned by them to do so, he
would permit a bill to pass the Senate. W.W.K. Decker, of
Tarpon Springs introduced the bill that session. There was
opposition, but the Pinellas backers won in the House. But
when the bill reached the Senate, Senator Crane was
attacked from all sides. The Senate never voted on the bill.
Not deterred, Divisionists began making plans for their next
attempt. They decided to find a senator who would be
supported by Tampa residents and yet be friendly to the
cause. They found that person, Don C. McMullen. He
campaigned that he would not favor county division during
in the 1909 session. He did not mention 1911, however.
Insiders in West County pushed for his election, but could
not divulge their hidden agenda. McMullen won election
2,848 to 2,552. In the same election, John S. Taylor, a
Divisionist leader, was elected to the House.
As planned, supporters submitted a bill on May 1, 1909.
McMullen, as expected, opposed it when it reached the
Senate. At the time, there was a senatorial courtesy that no
bill would pass without the support of the impacted county’s
Senator, so it failed again.
The 1910 census showed the peninsula had 13,193
residents and if allowed to separate, would rank 23rd in
population of Florida counties. Western county residents
were taxed $6.34 per head, as compared to $4.37 for the
rest of the county. People started to openly question why they
should not levy, collect and spend their own money.
The third effort began with a meeting in Clearwater on
December 12, 1910. Representatives from Tarpon Springs,
Clearwater, Largo, Seminole and St Petersburg were all
present. A presentation during the meeting demonstrated
how $150,000 had been given to Hillsborough County to
build roads in the western side of the county, but no good
roads had been built.
At the next meeting, held January 17, 1911, Largo’s John S.
Taylor was elected chairman and Charles Evans, editor of
the Clearwater News, as secretary. At this meeting, it was
agreed that when the county was divided, Clearwater was to
be made the temporary county seat. They drafted a bill that
provided if passed by the Legislature, and ratified by twothirds of the voters of the peninsula, the county would be
divided on October 1, 1911.
Taylor and Harris went to Tallahassee on April 11 to start the
fight. The Tampa Tribune published nasty editorials
denouncing the western county and everyone in it. The St
Petersburg Times retaliated with more editorials.
The bill was passed by the House 28 to 18 on May 5th. On
May 16th, when Senator McMullen kept his promise and
favored the bill, it passed the Senate 20 to 9. Governor
Gilchrist signed the bill on May 23.
The Pinellas County Club formed to assure the voters of
Pinellas would vote to ratify the bill. On November 14, the
bill was ratified by a vote of 1,379 to 505.
The first county election was held December 15. TCounty
commissioners, a school board, clerk of the circuit court,
sheriff, superintendent of schools, county judge, tax
assessor, tax collector, county treasurer, superintendent of
registrations, and county surveyor were elected.
On January 1, 1912 Pinellas became its own government
and the elected officials took office. Then the internal
fireworks began.
Continued in our December issue
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