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Optimist Prams - The Mighty Midgets On Our Bay
You often see them dancing across the waves of the bay. If
you look closely, you'll notice the agile skippers at the helms
are children, some only nine years old. These are the
Clearwater Optimist Prams, a small sample of the 300,000
strong fleet scattered throughout the world. They got their
start in our area.
In 1947, the Clearwater Optimist Club, dedicated to
fighting juvenile delinquency, had just finished the annual
Orange Crate Derby on the only hill in Clearwater. They
wanted to do more and listened carefully as guest speaker,
Major Clifford A. McKay suggested that a youngster out
sailing had little time for juvenile delinquency. He
recommended the Optimists sponsor a waterborne derby,
active all year round. He pictured child-sized sailboats,
purchased by local businesses but owned by the Optimist
Club to provide youngsters an opportunity to learn to sail.
The Optimists promptly voted to ask Major McKay to
proceed with implementing his plan. The Major contacted a
talented Clearwater boat builder named Clark Mills, asking
if Mr. Mills would create a small inexpensive boat, safe and
easy for children to sail. He wanted a simple design that a
man and his son could build.
The final design of the boat was snub-nosed, built from a
single sheet of plywood, to keep the cost down. The boom
was a small stick of wood, which could not damage young
heads as it whipped across the wind. The tiller, rudder and
center board were all wood, partially so they would float if

they were lost overboard in a capsize.
"Ugliest boat I ever designed," said Mr. Mills, "and the most
popular."
Once the prototype of the boat was built, and tested by
young Clifford McKay, Jr., Major McKay persuaded
businesses to buy the boats. The City of Clearwater
provided an old shed at the end of Bay Esplanade for Pram
storage. Optimist Ernie Green was assigned to put together
a program and soon the weekly Optimist Pram races
began in Clearwater Bay.
Sunday afternoons were exciting with youngsters scurrying
to get their Prams ready to sail and the race committee
setting up the buoys in the bay. When the races started,
Mothers and Daddies stood on the seawall shouting
instructions and encouragement to their young skippers. If
a boats flipped over the crash boat rushed to the rescue,
righting the boat and reinstalling the skipper to try again.
Major McKay and Ernie Green took the Prams on the road,
attending nearby regattas where they showed off the
midget boats and their young skippers. New fleets were
established all over Florida and eventually other states, then
other countries. A delegation from Sweden asked
permission to enhance the design of the Pram so that it
could be used in the stronger seas of Northern Europe.
They called the new design the Optimist Dinghy.
Today, the Optimist Pram/Dinghy not only races regularly in
Sand Key, but throughout the waters of the world. Most
Olympic sailors learned to sail in an Optimist Pram. And, if
you stop by the Clearwater Community Sailing Center on
Sand Key, you will not only see one of the original Prams
(wooden, not fiberglass as they are today) but you will find
three special working Prams -- the Clarkie Mills, the Ernie
Green and the Clifford McKay, a tribute to the three men
who made sailing available for the children of the world.
by Anne McKay Garris,
Photo courtesy of the State of Florida Archives
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BEllEAIr ArEA rOTAry ClUB
Meets at Belleair Country Club every thur. for
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BEllEAIr wOMEN’S rEPUBlICAN ClUB
Meets at Belleair Country Club. First Friday at
Noon Corrine Schlising . . . . . 596-5025
BEllEAIr yOUNg wOMAN’S SOCIETy
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 459-0842
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Norm roche . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3360
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411
republican, District 13
8940 Seminole Blvd, Seminole 33772
Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov
representative Jim Frishe . 727-518-3902
republican, District 54
125 Indian rocks rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor rick Scott
rick.Scott@myflorida.com
flOrIdA UNITEd STATES SENATOrS:
Marco rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
ArEA UNITEd STATES rEPrESENTATIVE:
rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

2011 CALenDAR OF LOCAL eVenTS
June
Hurricane Season Begins
5K Run Clearwater Pier 60
Public School Ends for 2011
Belleair Bluffs Business Assn Mixer
IRB Boat Club trip to Gator’s Cafe
Flag Day
IRB Boat Club Meeting - Jimmy Guana’s
Heritage Village/Antique Appraisal Fair
Father’s Day
Summer Begins
Morton Plant/Mease Triathlon Sand Key
JuLY:
Belleair Bluffs July 4th Celebration
Independence Day
IRB Boat Club Meeting - Jimmy Guana’s

1
3
8
9
11
14
16
18
19
21
26
2
4
21

AuGuST:
Little League
.
Property Appraiser Trim Notices Mailed
8
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
11
IRB Boat Club Meeting - Jimmy Guana’s 18
Gracie’s Big Splash
19
Public School Begins
22
SePTeMBeR:
Labor Day
5
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
8
Household Chemical Cleanup Largo
10
Grandparents Day
11
IRB Boat Club Meeting - Jimmy Guana’s 15
IRB Boat Club End of Summer Island Party 17
Sand Key Triathlon
18
Autumn Begins
23
Super Boat National Championship
30
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Anona Elementary graduated 73 fifth graders on June 8th. Here is a photo of the
graduating class. This is new Principal Gaye Lively’s first graduating class. The graduates
with their hands in the air live in one of the Belleair communities.
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Did You Know...
UPdATEd TAMPA BAy
BOATEr’S gUIdE An
information-packed guide to
environmentally responsible
boating and angling in Tampa
Bay is now available free of
charge from the Tampa Bay
Estuary Program. It includes
updated lists of boat ramps,
fishing piers, and designated
Clean Marinas, noting facilities
with sewage pump-out stations.
It also shows updated boating
speed zones for Weedon Island,
Port Manatee, and Rocky and
Sweetwater Creeks. e-mail
saveit@tbep.org or call (727)
893-2765 for your copy.
____________________________
INdIANS & hUrrICANES A well told legend in our
area says after the Great Storm of 1848, an Indian
Princess buried a rock in the sand on the southern tip of
the Pinellas Peninsula, while offering a prayer to her
spirits and asking for a blessing to shield the area from
future hurricanes. The blessing was to stay in place as
long as the rock remained undisturbed. Has it worked?
More hurricanes have gone around Pinellas than have
hit it in the last 100 years. The last major hurricane to
make a direct hit on Pinellas was a Category 2 that hit
Tarpon Springs in October of 1921. Even if you believe,
in legends, you should still need to have a hurricane
plan in place - you just never know.
_________________________________________________
CAr ShOw Largo is hosting their Series Car Show on
the fourth Saturday each month this summer at the new
Largo Community Center at 400 Alt Keene Road. The
dates are June 25, July 23, August 27th and September
24th. Entry fee for each car is $10 with prizes for Best In
Show for each decade. The event is free to the public.
Call 518-3131 or visit LargoCommunityCenter.com.
_________________________________________________
frEE TENNIS lESSON Belleair Beach and Jim Rudolph,
local tennis coach, are offering free introductory tennis
lessons on June 13 for adults and June 15 for juniors.
Lessons begin at 6:30pm. Call Jim Rudolph at 458-6727.
_______________
SUMMEr CAMP
Don't miss the
fun at Belleair
Summer Camp.
For children ages
6-12, the
morning camp,
from 9 am to
noon offers a
unique variety of
activities, games,
challenges, and
wacky competitions with the emphasis on FUN! For full
day coverage add an afternoon specialty camp including
Sandlot, Art Camp, Soccer, Creative Cooking, Girls
Only, Football, Fishing, Movie Making, Video Game
Creation, Dance Camp, Mad Science, Volleyball, Hoop
School, Variety Show Camp, and more! For more
information and to check on availability, call 518-3728.
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and More...
INdEPENdENCE dAy
CElEBrATION
Celebrate July 4th with
an old fashioned
summer picnic at the
Belleair Bluff’s City Hall
Saturday July 2nd, from
11am to 2pm. For
Belleair Bluff’s residents,
it is co-sponsored by the
Bluffs Business Assn.
There will be free food, indoor and outdoor entertainment,
inflatables, and a Dunk Tank. Bring your best baked goods
for a chance to win prizes in four categories: cookies, pies,
cakes and others. The BBA is looking for volunteers to help
cook and serve food, sell 50/50 tickets, distribute door
prizes and work the dessert table. Call Debra Sullivan 5842151 or . Kim Bender with the BBA at 559-7881.
_________________________________________________
SUMMErTIME PET hAzArdS Protect your pet and keep
these toxic substances out of their reach this summer: Pool
Chemicals, Citronella, DEET-containing insect repellants,
Charcoal lighter fluids and Glow jewelry. All can make your
pet sick or even kill them.
_________________________________________________
SCrAPBOOkINg wEEkENd Join fellow “scrappers” as
you crop, trim, and embellish until your heart's content at
this year's 50 Hour Scrapbook Crop at the Largo Cultural
Center, 105 Central Park Dr, Largo. The scrapbook
extravaganza begins Friday, July 15 at 4pm and continues
until Sunday, July 17 at 6pm. Scrappers will enjoy prize
drawings, technique roundtables and learn tricks and fresh
new ideas from fellow scrapbookers. Cost is $75 for the
weekend including breakfast, lunch and dinner Saturday
and Sunday. Saturday only is $35. The Holiday Inn at Largo
Central Park has a block of rooms available for booking.
Register before July 1 and save $10 on the weekend rate.
For more information or to register, call 518-3016.
_________________________________________________
kIdS ArT CAMP The Beach Art Center, in Indian Rocks
Beach, will offer six weeks of half-day morning and
afternoon art camps for children 6 - 18 years, beginning
June 13. The camps featuring adventurous art themes,
multi-media, paint, creatures, comics and clay are
Monday - Friday 9 am to noon or from 1 to 4 pm.
Register morning or afternoon, by the week for one or
more weeks. The cost is $80 for a week of half day camp
sessions. Call 596-4331 or email arts1515@aol.com.
____________________
lOCAl ArTIST
Biltmore Golf Club has
a member’s night
every Tuesday evening.
Recently, members
were honored with an
evening, which
included local artist
Spencer Mack showing
his work collectively
with local entertainers
Martyne Simard-Marzulli, vocalist and Jim Lanier,
musician. Spencer, son of Michael and Chris Mack from
Harbor Bluffs, is presently in his senior year at University
of North Florida. His work won a Scholastic Gold Key
Award for the piece titled “Fish Face from Outer Space,”
which was displayed at the Dali Museum.
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tHE INDIANS WHO LIVED NEARBY
If you have ever wondered if Indians ever lived on the outer
islands near the Belleair area, the answer is yes and no.
Florida had a variety of cultures before the Spanish began
exploring the state in the 1500s. “They are all extinct today,
except for a small remnant of 200 Apalachee who live in
central Louisiana. They were erased from the earth by tiny
germs brought by the Europeans,” says I Mac Perry, local
historian and author of many books on Florida’s Indians.
These ancient Floridians, referred to as Paleo Indians, lived
on the Florida peninsula 12,000 to 15,000 years ago. The
last glacial ice age had just ended and the shoreline was
50 to 100 miles to the west of where it is today. Tampa Bay
was a dry prairie. These pre-historic Indians roamed the
state and hunted huge mammoths and mastodons.
Between 6500 and 1000 BC, the Indians known as Archaic
Indians roamed the area mostly north of Ft Myers. For the
Indians near Madeira Beach, life was not always easy,
because their water was very scarce.
Shortly after 3000 BC, the shoreline had risen to about
where it is today and water
was more abundant. This
allowed the Indians to
become more sedentary. They
lived in larger villages and
developed trade routes. With
the bays now established,
shell mounds began to be
built along the shorelines.
By 500 BC, the Indians had
developed a fishing culture,
living in large villages on the
mainland, east of the barrier
islands. These regional
cultures began to appear all
over the state. North of
Tampa Bay lived the Deptford
group. To the east was the St
John’s society. In South Florida the Glades cultures
developed. Around Tampa Bay and Boca Ciega Bay lived
the Manasotas.
Everyone was considered to be equal in the Manasota’s
fishing society. Instead of a chief, they had a shaman who
tended to their physical and spiritual needs. Living in a
hundred mile area from here (Pinellas) to Englewood, they
made dozens of tools from seashells, and buried their dead
in mass grave mounds.
“During the last thousand years, there were large Indian
villages up and down the west coast of Florida. These were
primarily fishing villages whose main food staple came
from the sea. Hunting supplemented fishing and gathers
looked for over 600 different food plants,” says Perry.
Around the 9th century, the Indians had developed into
tribes. Locally, we had the Tocobaga Tribe living in Tampa
Bay, plus the Timacuan Indians to the north and the Calusa
Indians to the south. In these tribes, a hierarchical order
had appeared and everyone was no longer equal. Different
divisions included chief, noblemen, commoners and slaves
(captured enemy). Each had an assigned job including
hunters, canoe builders, potters and cooks.
Research shows the Tocobaga Indians descended from the
early Beringians, who traveled through the Bering Straits
and migrated all over the Americas. “There were probably
29 outlying small villages around Tampa Bay,” says Mac

Perry. Their existence was first identified at Philippe Park in
Safety Harbor, where their chief lived, and became known
as the ‘Safety Harbor’ tribe. These Indians had over 20 flattopped temple mounds in Tampa Bay. Today, one of the
few remaining mounds is inside Philippe Park.
There were no Indians living on the barrier islands. They
only had temporary camps on the islands, which they used
when fishing the deeper waters of the Gulf of Mexico.
In 1528, Panfilo de Narvaez, one of the first Spanish
explorers to visit Florida, landed on the Pinellas
mainland, in St. Petersburg’s Jungle Prada area on Park
Street. Today, a sign near Park Street marks the spot,
saying “Here landed Panfilo de Narvaez.”
Narvaez encountered a curious but friendly tribe of
Tocobaga Indians. He proceeded to brutalize them, turning
them into slaves and using them as guides as he ventured
through Florida. Most of the Indians retreated into the
woods to hid from his soldiers. By the 1700s, the native
Indian population had vanished, Due to disease.
What we call the
Seminole Indians
began appearing in
Florida around 1750 in
large numbers. They
were actually Creek
Indians, who were run
out of their Georgia
homeland by the
expanding colonists.
There is a well told
story of Chief Chic-ASi, from the Ocala (the
Ocali tribe) area who
had failing health. His
tribesmen are said to
have carried him to
Indian Rocks to drink
from the magical and medicinal springs. It seemed to
work, so they repeated the trip yearly.
Today they celebrate the existence of our earliest residents
by naming the city Indian Rocks Beach and using their
images on city seals and painting their likenesses on walls
and monuments. Chic-A-Si park is a reminder of the Ocali
Indian Chief who once vacationed there.
Where thousands of Indian Mounds once existed along
Florida’s west coast, only a few hundred remain. Most
were destroyed by modern man as they cleared the area
for homes and roads. Many times the contents of these
mounds were used for road fill.
Most existing area burial mounds are on the mainland.
One burial mound lies under a group of building in the
Jungle Prada area. Another mound is under the Outback
Steakhouse parking lot at Tyrone Blvd. and Park Street.
While a third was found near the Bay Pines VA Hospital.
So the next time you are in the Outback Steakhouse
enjoying a cold beer, remember you are actually sitting
atop a once active Indian burial mound, where
an Indian chief may have been buried with his
favorite drinking mug at his side.
Information and art for this article supplied by I Mac
Perry and the book Indian Mounds You Can Visit
(1993). Mr. Perry resides north of Jungle Prada in St
Petersburg.
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frOM ThE dESk Of ShErIff JIM COATS

Boating Safety
As the summer season kicks into high
gear there’s no better time than the
present - to promote boating safety.
As millions of residents and visitors take
full advantage of our sunny weather and
proximity to the water, by boating or
operating a personal watercraft, we begin
with a concerning statistic.
According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWCC) our state historically has the highest
number of reported boating accidents, injuries and
fatalities in the nation.
As such, the primary goal of the Sheriff’s Office Marine
Unit, and all marine regulatory agencies, is to reduce that
number; and keep you and yours as safe as possible
through boater education and enforcement.
Here are some items to review before you get underway:
Make sure that your registration documents and decals are
current, correctly applied to the vessel, and filed on board.
State law requires that operators born on or after January
1, 1988 take an approved boater education course. Upon
course completion you must apply for a Boater Education
Identification card with FWC’s Division of law enforcement.
All vessels are required to have wearable personal
flotation devices (PDF) for each person on board.
A child under the age of six must wear a PDF any time that
the vessel is “under way,” meaning not anchored, moored,
made fast to the shore or aground. In an effort to promote
this very important message, and as part of our Memorial
Day boating safety campaign, our Marine Unit conducted
its popular “Operation Kid Float,” which awarded t-shirts
to children “caught” wearing their life vests.
Vessels 16 feet or longer must have at least one throwable
flotation device on board in case someone falls overboard.
Keep at least one fire extinguisher and a sound device
such as a whistle or horn on your vessel. Visual distress
signals are also a must, especially for nighttime use.
Be familiar with lighting requirements for navigation.
File a float plan and make sure someone knows when you
are leaving, where you are going, and when you will return.
Watch the weather.
Personal watercraft operators should remain aware of boat
traffic and avoid jumping wakes or entering swim areas.
Most accidents can be avoided by keeping proper lookout,
practicing good seamanship and maintaining a safe speed.
Our Marine Unit works to promote boating safety, protect
the community and the environment from the great
volume of vessel traffic, and enforce state, federal and
local laws. They are on the lookout for impaired boaters
and for anyone operating a vessel in a reckless manner.
Operating a boat and alcohol do not mix and the
penalties for boating while intoxicated could end your
boating season quickly.
Exercise good judgment for your safety and that of others
as you continue to enjoy our waterways.
For additional suggestions regarding the safe operation of
boats or personal watercraft, please contact the Sheriff’s
Office Marine Unit at 727-518-3434.
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rEdISTrICTINg TIME
By State Representative Jim Frishe,
District 54,
Every 10 years, in conjunction with the
U.S. Census, the Florida Legislature is
constitutionally mandated to redraw the
state’s congressional and legislative
district boundaries to reflect changes in
the population. This task, known as
‘redistricting’, affects everyone in the state of Florida as
everyone resides in districts, both Congressional and
Legislative, and these districts tell the stories of our
communities shaping the representation at all levels of
government.
The Florida House of Representatives, understanding the
impact that redistricting will have on every citizen, has
created MyDistrictBuilder, an online tool available to both
Floridians and their Legislators to draw and propose new
boundary lines for Florida's congressional and legislative
districts. In order to assist those who want to participate
in the redistricting process this website provides current
district maps, briefings, fact sheets and more from the
Florida House of Representatives. In addition, you can
access the House’s Redistricting Archives from the last time
the district lines were redrawn in 2002.
To start drawing your own district lines please visit the
following website, http://www.floridaredistricting.org/
Once there, click on the ‘MyDistrictBuilder’ button!
The following links are also chock full of helpful and
useful information relating to the redistricting process:
•http://www.floridaredistricting.org/archive/districtmaps20
02.html
•http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/population-demographics/
2010-census/index.cfm
•http://2010.census.gov/2010census/
•http://www.justice.gov/crt/about/vot/redistricting.php
•http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/census/videoreapportionment.htm
•http://www.youtube.com/user/MyDistrictBuilderFL?feature
=mhum#p/c/45B34FD05BCEF960/0/rRIWDogwspg
•http://thefloridachannel.org/featured-stories/redistricting/
•http://www.spatialroundtable.com/post.cfm?entry=openi
ng-the-redistricting-process-to-citizens
•http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/
If you have any questions or need information, feel free to
contact the House Redistricting Committee at either (850)
488-3928 or mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov.

COyOTES fOUNd IN BEllEAIr

In April, 6 coyote pups were found near the Belleview Biltmore Hotel. The pups were taken to the
Belleair Police Headquarters, where everyone loved them, while waiting to be picked up by Vernon
Yates, owner of Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation in Seminole. While the state requires coyotes to
be euthanized, Yates has the proper permits to keep the pups. They will not be euthanized or
released. He is looking for a zoo to take them.
Every year about this time, residents start seeing coyotes cruising the neighborhoods of Belleair
and Belleair Bluffs. While the sight of one of these skinny dog-like animals may be scary at first,
their presence is not that uncommon. The latin name for coyote means ‘barking dog’. Residents
have been warned to keep pets inside, especially at night. Keep a lid on your trash cans, and
above all else, do not try to feed one. Attacks on humans are rare, but if you are walking outside, Police Receptionist
carry a stick or a can of pepper spray just to be safe. Call your local police if you see one.
Christine Torok & pup
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NO zIP lINE IN SANd kEy
Primarily due to resistance by the residents of Sand Key,
with the help of the Sand Key Civic Association,
promoter Dev Pathik of Clearwater Canopy Tours has
withdrawn his proposal to build and operate an
amusement “zip line” ride in Sand Key Park. The
attraction would have been located within the
boundaries of the County Park.
Pathik’s decision came after an April Town Hall Meeting
where over 200 concerned citizens voiced their
opposition to the Zip Line ride. Also in attendance were
members of the Sierra Club and the Clearwater
Audubon Society. Council member Paul Gibson,
sponsored a resolution asking the County Commission
to deny permission. It was passed unanimously by all the
City Commissioners. “This is a victory for the people. We
should be proud of our achievement in protecting the
serenity of Sand Key Park for today and future
generations,” said Cynthia Remley, chairperson for the
SKCA Committee. “This is an example of the power of
concerned people when they unite as a community and
the leaders listen and take action.”

SUNCOAST hOSPITAl fOUNdEr
100 yEArS Old
On June 30th Dr. Alan J Snider,
D.O. will celebrate his 100th
birthday. He is the founder of Sun
Coast Hospital on Indian Rocks
Road. The hospital was a childhood
dream, which came true in January
of 1957. For five decades, the
hospital prospered, growing from a
24 bed facility to a full service 200
bed acute care medical and surgical nonprofit teaching
hospital. The hospital became a for-profit facility in
2008, when it was sold to Largo Medical. To honor this
special occasion, birthday cards and messages from
friends, family members, former colleagues, employees
and community leaders are being collected. Mail cards
to 2101 Indian Rocks Road, Largo, Florida 33774, or
online at www.100thBirthdayCard.com.

SEA TUrTlES ArE NESTINg
Sea turtle nesting season began May 1st. The first
Pinellas County nest was found May 5th in Sand Key.
The staff at the Clearwater Marine Aquarium in Island
Estates oversees Pinellas sea turtle nesting. During the
night, 350-pound female Loggerhead sea turtles come
ashore to deposit their eggs. Volunteers locate and
protect the nests, helping to ensure the hatchlings make
their way to the Gulf of Mexico.
Over the past four years, CMA has helped more than
35,000 hatchlings make their way into the Gulf. In
2010, 119 nests were located on Pinellas Beaches. Last
year, the first nest was discovered on May 23rd.
Here are a few basic rules and suggestions:
-Turn off outside lights facing the beach May 1 - Oct 31.
-Do not harass sea turtles as they return to the Gulf.
-If you see a turtle, do not approach them, make noises,
shine lights or use photo equipment with a flash.
-Do not pick up hatchlings heading toward the water.
Anyone with concerns about nesting turtles or hatchlings
on the beach, should contact CMA’s sea turtle
department, 441-1790 x 224.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

drOUghT TOlErANT
lANdSCAPINg
by Randy Lee
With climate changes and a lack of fresh
water, Florida is quickly adopting new
landscape practices. Xeriscaping and
Florida Friendly Landscaping are popular.
They share common principles and are popularized with a
push for “green” environments and water conservation.
Xeriscaping is landscaping to reduce or eliminate the need
for additional irrigation water. As climate patterns shift, it is
becoming popular in areas with limited supplies of fresh
water. This trend began out West in the desert communities
in the 1980s. Texas and Florida have continued this trend.
Florida Friendly Landscaping includes xeriscaping
principles and several unique ones. These 9 principles,
straightforward in conservation and protecting Florida’s
resources include (taken from floridayards.org):
1. Right plant, right place
2. Water efficiency
3. Appropriate fertilization
4. Mulch
5. Attract wildlife
6. Manage yard pests
7. Recycle
8. Reduce storm water runoff
9. Protect the environment
Here is a list of popular drought tolerant trees, palms and
shrubs: Trees: Oak, Holly, Crape Myrtle, Wax Myrtle and
Pine; Palms: Sable, Washingtonia, European Fan and Sago
Shrubs: Indian Hawthorn, Saw Palmetto, Youpon Holly and
Fountain Grass; Groundcovers: Minima Jasmine, Liriope,
Oyster Plant and Juniper; Flowering: lantana, purslane,
crown of thorn, beach sunflower and bulbine; Sod: Bahia
and Zoysia varieties
Many drought tolerant plants that were popular 20 years
ago are popular again. Crown of thorn, juniper and
agave are very much in demand. Native plants and trees
are also very popular- these require little maintenance and
water. Many varieties can now be found at plant nurseries.
Our work over the years in the beach communities have
stressed these drought tolerant principles and have used
drought tolerant plants. Many clients now stress landscapes
that have low maintenance and low water requirements.
Pros drought tolerant landscaping: Less maintenance,
chemicals, equipment, labor and water
Attracts wildlife; Overall conservation of resources. The
Cons include:Negative public perception- “looks out of
place”; Few qualified/experienced designers; Few good
examples of drought tolerant landscapes
With a push towards water conservation and “green”
environments, Florida is now doing its part to conserve
resources. No matter which terms or principles you use
one thing is clear- conservation of our resources is a must
and everyone must do their part.
JUNE/JUly ChECklIST:
Fertilizer ban is in effect
The beginning of the rainy season
Plant summer annuals
Adjust irrigation systems as needed
Container plants need additional water
Avoid scalping lawns- adjust mower blades
Contact Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape design
company at (727) 421-2715 or view www.landscapesbyrl.com
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BEllEAIr rESIdENT, TV PErSONAlITy
by Pennee Rowland
The last issue of this newsletter published a story about my Grandpa Creel,
builder of the local stone houses. I thought you might like to know a little about
his daughter, my Momma, Charlotte Creel Joh.
Oscar Goldridge “O.G.” Creel was my Grandpa, the builder of the unique stone
cottages in Indian Rocks Beach and Belleair during the 1930s-1950s. He had six
children, a boy and five girls. My Momma was his number four daughter,
Charlotte Myrhlene Creel. Grandpa loved all of his children equally, and in his
love for them, he built each child a stone home of their own. He built our home
at 108 2nd St. in Belleair Beach.
All the family and cousins would often spend Sunday afternoons at Grandma
and Grandpa Creelʼs stone house located at 105 12th Ave in Indian Rocks.
Granny Creel would fix her famous fried chicken, along with potato salad, jello
salad, black olives, sweet pickles, fresh shucked green beans, mashed potatoes
and desserts. The memories still hold the aromas of those sunny, happy days.
All of the Creel girls
were “lookers,” and
Momma was no
exception. She entered
the All-Florida Magazine
state contest for “Orchid Queen” in 1952 and won;
appearing on WSUN-TV for the crowning ceremony. A short
time later, WSUN-TV program announced it was searching
for a girl to appear regularly. My Dad suggested Momma
should try out for the job. I was just barely 4 months old (her
fifth child). She really didnʼt want to go, and only went
because
my Dad
thought
she would
be good.
She told
me she really thought the time had expired to enter, so she wasnʼt
too worried about winning the spot. As it turned out the show’s
producers really liked her and put her in the line up of contestants.
Each young woman had to appear on WSUN-TV (live
programming) for a week, then the public voted. It was similar to
our “American Idol,” but the votes were written and sent through
the mail. Momma was chosen and became one of the Tampa Bay
area’s first television celebrities.
WSUN-TV station, Channel 38, broadcast from the end of the St.
Petersburg pier. Momma starred in The Music Master show where
she would pantomime popular
songs of that time. She also
appeared in a children's
program Range Rider sponsored by Ideal Toys and did live commercials for
Vernorʼs ginger-ale. Momma was the station’s weather girl and each time before
she went on live, she had to go to the Reuters and collect all the data, then get
her “magnetic” suns, clouds, rain showers, and temperature numbers so that she
could place them on the map of the United States as she reported. As time went
on, she worked at the Tampa Bay station WFLA-TV
in other shows and commercials.
Momma was born in Lakeland, she moved to
Indian Rocks Beach with her parents in 1936. She
met my Dad, Leopold Joh while he was a fighter
pilot stationed at Pinellas Air Base and they were
married in 1944. They moved to Syracuse, N.Y., in
1945 and returned to IRB in November, 1952.
Momma is still beautiful to this day and living a
full life in Georgia at 84 years old
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kINdlES, ThE fIrST yEAr
Clearwater High School was the first public high school in
the nation to use Kindles instead of hard bound books.
Keith Mastorides, Principal at Clearwater High had the
idea to try it. “I had a Kindle and thought, why not?”
After selling the idea to the School Board in 2009, he
had to sell the idea to the teachers, parents and students.
A Kindle is an
electronic reading
device marketed by
Amazon.com. It is
the size of a book
but it is only 1/4”
inch thick, weighing
10 ounces. It has a
grey screen and can
display words and
photos similar to a
computer screen, but
with easier to read
Principal Keith Mastorides
lighting. Students
demonstrating a Kindle.
can downloaded
entire books from the Internet. The information can also
be downloaded in advance by the school’s technology
center. One Kindle can hold up to 1000 books.
The Pinellas County School Board decided to let
Clearwater High School be the “guinea pig” and test the
concept. Teachers received Kindles, at no cost, last May,
so they could learn how to use them over the summer.
In August, the school issued 2,100 Kindles to students in
grades 9-12. They were issued at no charge, but students
either had to pay a security deposit, pay $20 for

insurance or choose not to participate.
At the time, the book publishing world was not quite
ready for a school system to use electronic books.
Amazon.com did not have an unlimited supply of Kindles
available. In addition, many of the standard books had
not yet been converted to a Kindle compatible electronic
format. Literature, English and math textbooks were
ready, but science and social studies were not. They won’t
be ready until next year.
The students took to the device quicker than their
teachers. Some students discovered that there were
special keystrokes that could activate hidden games on
the Kindles. That news quickly spread among students.
The Kindles are registered to the Pinellas County School
district and downloads are restricted. Students can
download books, but there are books that are blocked.
Each Kindle was equipped with free subscriptions to the
St Petersburg Times and Tampa Tribune.
Hundreds, if not thousands, of schools around the nation
are now considering using Kindles as their primary books
source. Clearwater High School receives hundreds of
calls a week from administrators and media in other
states. They even received a call from a school in Russia.
Principal Mastorides and his staff can not respond to so
many calls, so they refer them to a special page on their
Web site that explains the program. The Web site is
www.PCSB.org. Go to school links, Clearwater High
School, and look for the Kindle information. There is
even a video showing students using Kindles.
Most of the Kindles were turned in during May, before
school ended. Florida will be using Kindles statewide by
2015. California will be using them by 2012.
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JUNE 2011 CITy Of lArgO EVENTS
All MONTh: Free Genealogy/Family History Classes
Largo Library - Largo Public Library, 120 Central Park
Drive, 595-4521: Free classes.
JUNE 3, 10, 17 & 24: Largo Square Dancing - Largo
Community Center, 400 Alt Keene Rd, 518-3131,
Refreshments available for purchase, 7:30 - 9:45pm, $5
at the door.
JUNE 3 & 24: Friday Night Fever - Highland Recreation
Complex, 400 Highland Ave, 518-3016, Open gym,
activities, snack shop and more! 6:30pm until 9:30pm,
$2 resident/$2.50 nonresident/$5.50 without a card.
JUNE 4 & 5: Train Weekend - Largo Central Park, 101
Central Park Drive, 587-6740 x 5015, Ride the miniature
trains of Largo Central Railroad on the first full weekend
every month, 10am – 4pm, FREE.
JUNE 4: Soulful Saturday Nights with Michael Desselle Largo Community Center, 400 Alt Keene Rd, 518-3131,
one of Tampa Bay's Best Blues artists, 8 – 10pm, $9.
JUNE 4, 11, 18 & 25: Largo Swing Dance Saturdays Largo Community Center, 400 Alt Keene Rd, 518-3131,
Every Saturday night, enjoy a free lesson from 7-8pm
and a DJ dance from 8-11pm, $7.
JUNE 4-25: Intro to Golf for Women - Largo Golf
Course, 12500 Vonn Rd., 518-3024, Saturday mornings,
Lessons include a round of golf following the completion
of the four week session, 9 – 10am, $32 resident/$40
nonresident.
JUNE 9: Socrates Café - Largo Public Library, Local
History Room, 120 Central Park Drive, 587-6715, a
volunteer-led program that allows people from all
backgrounds to exchange ideas and opinions on a
variety of topics, 1 – 2pm, FREE.
JUNE 9: Afternoon Tea Dance - Largo Community
Center, 400 Alt Keene Rd, 518-3131, Enjoy an afternoon
filled with dancing and listening to the sounds of The Ellis
Hale Combo. Casual dress accepted. Refreshments will
be available, 1:30 - 3:30pm, $5.
JUNE 11: Southwest Neighborhood Summer Kickoff Southwest Pool, 13120 Vonn Road, 518-3126, A hot dog
lunch and bottled water will be available as well as
floats, inner tubes and diving boards for recreational use.
Experience underwater exploration with Discover Scuba,
ages 17 and younger requires a parent signature, 12 –
4pm, $2 resident/$2.50 nonresidents/$5.50 without card
JUNE 11: All Day Scrapbook Crop - Highland Recreation
Complex, 400 Highland Ave, 518-3016, for An entire
day of scrapbooking. You bring your photos and
supplies, they will provide drinks and light snacks, 12 –
8pm, $10.
JUNE 11: Largo Clay Court Championship - Largo
Tennis Center, 13120 Vonn Road, 518-3125, Adult Men's
and Woman's Singles and Doubles. Open format; double
elimination. Must be a USTA member and register online
at tennislink.com.
JUNE 13: Poets Live! - Largo Public Library, 120 Central
Park Drive, 587-6715, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, FREE.
JUNE 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 29, 30: Largo Golf Course
Junior Golf Program-Session 1- Largo Golf Course,
12500 Vonn Rd. , 518-3024, Open to both boys and
girls. $60 per session.

JUNE 14, 21, 28: Teen Tidalwave Tuesday - Highland
Recreation Complex, 400 Highland Ave, 518-3016,
middle and high school aged kids, 7 – 9pm, $3.
JUNE 18: Family Recognition Days - Highland Family
Aquatic Center - Highland Family Aquatic Center, 400
Highland Ave NE, 518-3018, Father's Day parent or
grandparent will be admitted free and receive a gift with
one paid child admission, 1:30 - 3:30 pm.
JUNE 18: Monthly Night Hikes - McGough Nature Park,
11901 146th St N, 518-3047, third Saturday of the
month for a guided walk through the woods, seeking out
nocturnal animals such as raccoons, owls, opossums,
bats and more. Flashlights are optional, 6:30pm, FREE.
JUNE 18: HFAC...Here We Glo! - Highland Aquatic
Center, 400 Highland Ave NE, 518-3018, Bring the
whole family, FREE hot dogs and chicken sandwiches.
Door prizes will be raffled and activities are planned,
8:45 - 11:45pm, $5 resident/$6 nonresident/$9 no card.
JUNE 18: Acoustic Alchemy - Largo Cultural Center, 105
Central Park Drive, 587-6793, This internationally known
band is returning to Largo, VIP Packages are available
and include a three-course dinner by The Lobster Pot
Bistro, meet and greet with the band, photo opportunity
and a limited edition VIP Pass, 8pm, $35 Advance/$40
Preferred Seating/$25 VIP Package.
JUNE 21: Go Skateboarding Day - Largo Skate Park,
400 Highland Ave NE, 518-3018, open skateboarding
session, music, raffles, food and more, 4 – 8pm, Free.
JUNE 24: Flick N Float Family Movies - Southwest Pool,
13120 Vonn Road, 518-3126, Bring your favorite float or
chair from home and join us for a Friday night family
movie. Free hot dogs and concessions available, 7:30
pm movie at dusk, $4 with card/$5 with no card, $20
with card/$25 with no card for a family of 5.
JUNE 24 & 25: The Jungle Book Kids! - Largo Cultural
Center, 105 Central Park Drive, 587-6793, Come see the
Largo Cultural Center's Theatre Summer Camp put on
this fun musical fit for the family. $7.50 Adult, $6.50
Child, $22 Family Four Pack.
JUNE 24: Itty Bitty Pool Party - Highland Aquatic Center,
400 Highland Ave NE, 518-3018, Enjoy quality time with
your preschool age children, 8:45 - 10:45am, $2.50.
JUNE 25: 4th Saturday Car Show Series - Largo
Community Center, 400 Alt Keene Rd, 518-3131, Every
4th Saturday of the month during the summer, 5pm 7pm, Each car entry is $10, free to attend.
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John’s Pass in spring and summer,
ready to give birth or slowly
ushering in tiny shiny newborns.
They stay from a few days to a few
months, sheltering the newborn in
the warm wonderful shallows until
it‘s ready for the rigors of life at
sea. Surprisingly, newborn
dolphins take 3 months to learn to
swim smoothly, nurse for a couple
of years, and stay in their mother’s
protective care up to 6 years.
Not only are John’s Pass waters
dolphin nursery grounds, John’s
Pass mangrove islands are fully
protected seabird sanctuaries.
People who have begun partying on
John’s Pass island sandbars may be
disappointed to realize that they
need to find another place to play.
Construction was associated with a
significant reduction in dolphin
numbers, which only returned to
baseline levels after 4 years. Several dolphins seen
commonly before construction vanished during
construction; whether dead or fled is unknown.
Construction was also associated with significant changes
in dolphin grouping and reduced use of John’s Pass
island waters. Only one of the calves born to resident
mothers the first year of construction survived, an
unusually high calf death rate.
ICW dolphins are least abundant in the winter and most
abundant in the summer. Two reasons for the summer
increase are the birth of new babies and influx of big
bulls (presumably to find lady dolphins who are NOT
having babies!) High action sizzling in summer waters,
like leaping dolphins, usually means fighting bulls (best to
steer clear in your kayak!)
Local dolphins feed on an astonishing variety of fish,
which creates the healthy predator-prey balance that
keeps our local fishing good. Many have feeding
specialties, like feeding along seawalls or burrowing into
the sand headfirst. If they throw a fish, chances are it’s a
sheepshead.
Finally, the local dolphins have highly fluid social lives (no
pun intended) as complicated to track as your Facebook
page. They have stable companionships similar to lion
pride members, never “marry”, and associate with at
least 70 different dolphins. That glistening water world is
as busy as a flea market. What a privilege to study!

dOlPhINS IN ThE INTrACOASTAl
by Ann Weaver, Ph.D.
Now that the brand new John’s Pass Bridge stands as a
gleaming gateway linking the Gulf of Mexico with shallow
Inter-Coastal Waterways, its easy to forget the five years
we hassled with mazes of construction vehicles and traffic
clog-ups. It might surprise you, marine mammals like
dolphins are also affected by coastal construction, often
negatively. Because marine animal populations often fall
or collapse in its wake, coastal construction is frequently
seen as a man-made danger called an anthropogenic
threat.
But we don’t know for sure. The obstacle is lack of
baseline data. Without baseline information about the
natural state of affairs before construction, impressions
like “Where are all the dolphins? We used to see them all
the time!” remain just that: impressions. Empirical data is
needed.
To provide empirical data, I started a before-during-andafter study of local bottlenose dolphins in 2004 with a
NOAA permit, research assistants and my husband,
Capt. John Heidemann (whose day job is Senior
Landscape Architect with Phillips Pools; mine is statistics
professor at Argosy University Sarasota). To date, we’ve
collected “before” and “during” data by surveying the
Intracoastal Waterways (ICW) over 700 times, observing
over 8000 dolphin groups, and cataloging over 63,000
photo-identification pictures for our population studies.
Here’s what we know. The Intracoastal Waterway from
Pass-A-Grille to beyond Clearwater is home to
overlapping dolphin communities. John’s Pass is dolphin
“Grand Central Station”. Using unique notch patterns on
their dorsal fins, we’ve identified 255 individual dolphins
so far, making John’s Pass the most dolphin-dense area
along the Gulf of Mexico coastline. Half the dolphins are
mother-calf pairs, a quarter are the big bulls, and the rest
are teen dolphins or dolphins whose age-sex class is
unknown. Although over 250 dolphins use local waters,
we average a dozen dolphins per survey; that varies
across seasons.
A critical discovery is: The waters around the mangrove
islands just inside John’s Pass are dolphin nursery
grounds. Mother dolphins come from all directions to

ARE YOU TURNING 65
THIS YEAR?
CONFUSED ABOUT MEDICARE?
DO YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO
WHEN YOU ARE 64 1/2?

I can help you through the Medicare Maze.
I am an Independent Agent that works with
most of the companies and can help you
decide which plan is best to fit your needs.
Call for a free consultation.

LINDA BULLERMAN, CLTC 727-501-1444
Independent Insurance Specialist
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CrEATE ChANgE IN OUr COMMUNITy, ONE ChIld AT A TIME
By Christine Battista, ½ of a Big Couple
When my husband and I
decided to search for
community service that we
could participate in together,
we thought what better way to
make a difference than by
mentoring? Passing by the Big
Brothers Big Sisters office on
West Bay frequently, we
decided to apply to become Christine Battista, husband Dr.
a “Big Couple”. Shortly after, Doug Spiker of the Bluffs
Animal Hospital and Garion.
we were matched with our
“Little”, whose name is Garion. From the moment this
adorable 8 year old boy got up to shake our hands and
show his handsome smile, we were hooked.
Garion is now 10 and entering 4th grade next year. When
we first met, he was shy, with little confidence and having
difficulties in school. Two and a half years later, we can
hardly believe the transformation. He has tremendously
improved in reading and math, while his general interest in
learning has soared. At first he would talk about his video
games, while today he asks us about what he will do in his
future. He tries not to say “I can’t”, and his grammar is a
work in progress. One would think we have spent all of our
time together tutoring, but in reality we have only done
simple activities like play football, swim, go out to eat, train
a puppy, and cook dinner together. By mentoring through
Big Brothers Big Sisters, we have gone to Rays, Bucs, and
Lightning games, as well as numerous other free activities.
My husband and I grew up in the Bay area and had

“normal” childhoods, with supportive parents and always in
sports. We were taught strong morals and learned the value
of hard work. Our childhood experiences enabled us to be
prepared for college, graduate school, and to eventually
become productive adults. For a variety of reasons, many
kids do not have these opportunities. Two years ago, at the
age of 8, Garion did not know how to ride a bike or that
you shouldn’t put metal in the microwave. Many kids just
need the one-on-one attention of a conscientious adult to
teach fundamentals that so many of us take for granted.
Having a mentor enables kids to develop into responsible
adults. Think about how our community would change if
every able adult would mentor a child in need!
To change the life of a child does not take a lot of time, nor
does it have to cost any money. All you really need is a
willingness to listen and provide guidance. Mentoring can
take place in the grocery store, while taking the dog to the
park, or while planting flowers in the yard. There is even a
program to mentor in school an hour each week. Becoming
a “Big” has been the most enjoyable volunteer work and
definitely one of the most rewarding experiences for us.
Being in the Big Brothers Big Sisters program has opened
our eyes to the hardships that our local children face. To
think about what Garion would be like, or what he may be
doing without us in his life, is distressing. To think how many
kids like Garion are in our community, and that want to
find a mentor is heartbreaking. Please consider being a Big
Sister, Big Brother, Big Couple, or help in another capacity.
Hundreds of kids are waiting for a mentor in Pinellas. Visit
www.bbbspc.org or to become a Big, contact Christa at
727.518.8860 or christaw@bbbspc.org.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

Business Briefs...
NEw VETErINArIAN Dr. Brady Pratt
recently joined Bluffs Animal Hospital
as an Associate Veterinarian. A native
of Florida, Dr. Pratt was born in
Clearwater and grew up in Crystal
River. He graduated from the University
of Florida, receiving a Bachelor of
Science degree in Microbiology and
Cell Science, and a minor in Chemistry.
Dr. Pratt continued his studies at
Louisiana State University School of
Veterinary Medicine in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. He also worked as a Veterinary Assistant at
Bluffs Animal Hospital, and completed externships at
North Florida Animal Hospital in Tallahassee, and at
Florida Veterinary Specialists in Tampa.
_________________________________________________
NEw BArBEr ShOP A new barber shop is under
construction at 722 Indian Rocks Rd., near Le Bouchon.
________________________
kAlAMAzOO OlIVE
COMPANy Definitely worth
the drive if you like to cook,
they are a unique downtown
St Petersburg store
specializing in olive oils,
vinegars, gourmet foods
and gift baskets. Sat June
18th from 10am to 5pm
they are celebrating their
First Birthday with Mimosas
and Free Champagne,
Birthday cake, Live Music,
and Birthday presents (Gift
with any purchase!) All
month long is "Christmas in
July! The entire space will be decorated with a Holiday
theme. There will be HUGE closeouts and specials on
holiday items and in store specials and giveaways.
Thursday, July 21st is their Sunrise Sale, open at Sunrise
6:30am to 5pm, buy one get one free on oil and
vinegar from 6.30am to 11am (equal value or less) if
wearing pajamas! Plus Free Bloody Mary's all day! All
Gourmet Rothchild Dips- buy one get another for $1,
50% off all recycled glass items and All Feridies Snacks
just $2. Kalamazoo Olive Company is at 449 Central
Avenue, St Petersburg. Call them at 258-4925 or see
them online at www.KalamazooOlive.com.
_________________________________________________
wEIghT lOSS MOVEd Prescription Weight Loss at
232 Indian Rocks Road N. moved to downtown
Clearwater on Jeffords Street.
_________________________________________________
INSTy PrINTS Jeanne Husted owned Belleair Bluffs’
Insty Prints for almost 30 years. She has been helping
locals get their printing done since 1981, before there
was a Kinkos or a Staples. But, she has decided 30 is
enough. She closed May 1st.
_________________________________________________
BlUffS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (BBA) meet on the
2nd Thursday of every month. All meetings are mixers
and start at 5:30pm. The next meetings are:
June 9 Keller Williams Realty’s 801 West Bay Dr. #200
July 2 Cosponsoring the July 4th Celebration at City Hal
August 11 Elections at Raymond James Financial Office
For information, call Liza Campa Flanagan at 585-1212
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More Business Briefs...
frEEdOM ShIrTS
The Belleview
Biltmore Golf Club
has started a new
tradition called
Freedom Fridays. On
Fridays, they ask their
members, staff and
guests to wear red, in
honor of our military
serving around the
world. This special
shirt with the Freedom
Friday logo on it, has
been ordered and
sells in the pro shop for $46. They are the first golf
course on Florida’s West Coast to offer the new Friday
Freedom Golf Shirts. A portion of all sales go to a
Foundation called The Folds of Honor who send money
to support our troops. Call 581-5489 for information.
_________________________________________________
kEllEr wIllIAMS MOVES The Keller-Williams
Gulfside Realty Office, near Venus Restaurant, has moved
to 801 West Bay, Suite 200. They are now in the Publix
Shopping Center, in the Wachovia Bank Building.
________________
SECONd TIME
ArOUNd STOrE
A new
consignment store
where Across the
Pond used to be
has opened.
Melanie
Koulouvaris,
formerly with All
State Insurance,
opened Second
Time Stylin store next to Demeo’s Deli at 1495 Indian
Rocks Road North. The store previously at that location
burned down in 2009. Call Melanie at 216-3321.
_________________________________________________
BUgS BUggINg yOU? If you are having problems
with unwanted pests, it may be because this is their active
season. Island Pest Control has been the local bug buster
on the beaches for more than 25 years. They service
residental and commercial properties. If you are having
problems give them a call - 596-7715.
_________________________________________________
BEllEVIEw BIlTMOrE gOlf ClUB Renovations are
continuing at the Golf Club. New air conditioning has
been installed, they are adding a new roof, painting
inside and out and then decorating the inside area. They
will be resurfacing the asphalt and repainting the parking
lot, too. Expect work to be completed by the end of summer.
_________________________________________________
ElEMENTAry SChOOl COMINg IRB’s COTI School
on 23rd Avenue is opening an elementary school that
includes grades K through 5. They plan to limited
classroom size to 15 students. The school will include a
state of the art curriculum & technology with enrichment
education that includes music, physical education, art
appreciation, Spanish language and computer training.
Each child will learn at their own individual speed. If you
are interested in enrolling your child in COTI, visit
CotiSchool.org or call Brian Hirsch 517-0775.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

lIghTS Off - SEA TUrTlE “TlC”
By Ivy Slotnick
It's time for us human beach dwellers to see the light!
Many of us either live and/or spend time near waterfront
and coastal areas that are also home to nesting sea
turtles this time of year. According to the Florida Fish &
Wildlife Conservation Commission, all species of sea
turtles native to Florida waters are either endangered or
threatened. Outdoor lighting is a contributor, and with
some attention, can be controlled to an extent that we
humans can live safe, secure and modern lives and do so
without light disturbance to the sea turtles.
The main concepts of turtle friendly
lighting include the following:
1. Keep it SHIELDED: Make sure all
light is directed toward the ground,
SHIELDED, and therefore not
facing beach life. This also follows
"dark sky" principles of protecting
the night sky since many of our
urban areas are littered with
unnecessary light pollution.
2. Keep it LOW: The LOWER the
fixture to the ground, the less likely Shielded Lighting Fixture
it is to cause distraction to sea
turtles and their nesting areas. While on the subject of
LOW, utilize the LOWEST amount (lumens) of light
necessary to accomplish your objective.
3. Keep it LONG: LONGER wavelength lighting is
friendlier to turtles. Longer wavelength bulbs at least 560
nm (nanometers) are on the amber or reddish end of the

color spectrum. Lower wavelengths, typically bluer in
tone, more closely resemble moonlight from the sea
turtle's perspective.
4. Keep it CLOSED: An often-overlooked method of
excessive light transmission comes from our home
interiors. Remedy this by simply closing draperies, shades
and blinds so that bright light from inside your home will
not be visible from the beach.
Other ways to help nesting
sea turtles thrive include
removing beach furniture,
filling in large holes left by
umbrellas, proper disposal
of litter/garbage and
keeping beach dunes
stabilized and high.
Basically, anything not
native to the beach may
create obstacles that
confuse the female and
nesting sea turtles.
Close the Shades…
Additional information on
Florida’s sea turtle is available
at Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission:
myfwc.com. Local ordinances that pertain to preservation
of Florida sea turtles and other wildlife populations can
be obtained through your town’s City Hall.
Ivy Slotnick, local IRB resident, is a design professional
specializing in landscape lighting, motorized window treatments,
custom home audio, video and entertainment systems, and
turtle-safe lighting solutions. She can be contacted at Wired
Island at 727/596-6030 or via email at ivy@wiredisland.com.
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rECyClINg PrOgrAM
COMES AShOrE
by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
Our communities take a lot of pride in
the cleanliness of their neighborhoods, in
the environmental stewardship of their
county and in the responsible
management of the environment. When it
comes to saving resources, there are few
actions that speak as loudly as recycling.
Belleair is fortunate to have curbside recycling pickup that
includes aluminum cans, mixed paper, newspapers,
plastic bottles, steel cans and yard waste.
In addition, there is a recycling drop-off site at the
Belleair Public Works Building at 1075 Ponce de Leon
Blvd. Aluminum cans, cardboard, mixed paper,
newspapers, plastic bottles and steel cans are accepted.
The program makes it convenient for residents to recycle
and to make conservation a part of their daily lives.
However, once you leave the town and visit the beach,
recycling has traditionally been a bit more difficult, with
beachgoers having to pack up their recyclables and bring
them back home for proper disposal.
Enter the Gulf Beaches Recycling Program, a campaign
that allows more than 13 million annual beachgoers to
reduce the amount of trash they generate by 50 percent
through offering the option of recycling plastic bottles
and aluminum cans.
Currently in phase one, the program features blue plastic
recycling containers on Pinellas County beach access

parks along the gulf beaches, including Sand Key Park,
Sunset Beach in Tarpon Springs, and beaches in Indian
Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, Madeira Beach and St. Pete
Beach. When recycling, there is no need to separate the
plastic and aluminum; both items go in one container.
The recycling bins will have regular trash cans next to
them for the convenience of the public.
In phase two, rolling out in September, the list of
recycling locations will be expanded to include
Honeymoon Island State Park, Fred Howard Park, the
Dunedin Causeway, Redington Beach, North Redington
Beach, Park Boulevard Boat Ramp, Treasure Island, Tiki
Gardens Beach Access and Redington Shores.
A preliminary study indicated that 99 percent of beach
visitors said they would recycle if given the opportunity.
The benefit of successful recycling is clear: It reduces
waste buried in the county landfill, it makes the most of
the Earth’s resources and it’s the
ecological thing to do to maintain
Pinellas County’s “green” image.
Many of our residents already
recycle at home, but the Gulf
Beaches Recycling Program
increases the convenience of
recycling for residents and
includes the visitors of the gulf
beaches. For more information
on recycling, and to access an
online version of our Recycle
Today recycling directory, simply check out the Pinellas
County Utilities website at www.pinellascounty.org/recycle.
Be sure to recycle! It’s the right thing to do.
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Restaurant News...
ThE “NEw”
NEw hONg
kONg
rESTAUrANT
Helen Lee has
been cooking
authentic Chinese
food in Pinellas for
28 years. Now,
her restaurant is
expanding into the
two spaces to the
left of the 1901
West Bay Drive
store. She hopes
to have the new space open soon. Previously, Helen had
a restaurant on Gulf to Bay for 10 years and another
next to Publix for 10 years. She has been at the West
Bay location for 8 years. Hong Kong Restaurant also
delivers.
Call them at 582-9998.
_________________________________________________
CONSTrUCTION STArTEd Owners of the new Beef-OBradys finally started construction on their new
Walsingham Road location. They hope to open in the
space next to the Chinese restaurant by the end of June.
They are the same owners who operated on West Bay near
Publix.
_________________
SlyCE PIzzA &
BAr Really two
businesses in one, it
is scheduled to
open at 311 Gulf
Blvd in June. More
than just a pizza
parlor, Slyce is also
an upscale bar.
When owners Jack
Bennett and Ken
Gillespie discussed
opening a business,
Jack wanted a pizza
operation, while Ken wanted a neighborhood bar. They
decided to do both. They describe their type of pizza as
crazy insane. Slyce will offer dine in, carry out and delivery
within a 5 mile radius. The bar side has seating for 150
people - 100 inside, and 50 outside. It will have full liquor,
16 beers on tap, and specialize in specialty beers. They
will offer special appetizers, six different salads, and
desserts. There are many TV’s scattered through-out. They
will be open from 11am to 11pm during the week, and to
1pm on weekends.
__________________
hOOTEr’S hAPPy
IN JOhN’S PASS
Hooter’s opened in
John’s Pass Village on
Valentine’s Day, and
their second level
waterfront restaurant
is said to be doing
very well. Their new
manager is Steve
Feld. Drop by for a
wing or two. Call
them at 797-4668.
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More Restaurant News...
CAfE dE PArIS
Now that Xavier
and Valerie are
staying put, they
are expanding into
the store to their
left. They are
building a sit down
cafe where they
will serve their
wonderful pastries
and quiche, plus
panini, crepes and
sandwiches. There
will be TVs too so
you can watch soccer. They hope to be open soon. Check
it out at 2300 Gulf Blvd.
_________________________________________________
OPENINg SOON Mako’s is still under construction with
plans to open in June. This is a nonsmoking bar with an
emphasis on music and dancing. There is no real menu
but there will be happy hour type food. They are located at
14450 Walsingham. Visit MakosOnTheRocks.com.
___________________________________________________
ThE OlIVE TrEE This
Mediterranean cuisine
restaurant opened
downtown at 528
Cleveland Street, just
east of Ft Harrison.
Mike DiMitratos and
his son, Mike Jr, are
the owner/operators
specializing in
authentic
Mediterranean
cuisine. They offer
take out plus catering
___________________
MArkEr 34 SPACE
AVAIlABlE Do you
or some one you know want to open a waterfront
restaurant? The Holiday Inn Harbourside in Indian Rocks
Beach is looking for someone to open a restaurant in the
space formerly occupied by Marker 34 (Brewmasters
Steakhouse). The 10,000 SF building has a large kitchen,
two bars and a private event room. If you are interested,
call Joe at the Holiday Inn - 595-9484!
_________________________________________________
ThrEE OAkS rESTAUrANT This new restaurant is
coming to the site of the former Belleair Grill and Wine Bar
on South Ft Harrison, just south of Belleview Blvd. They are
under construction and hope to open soon.
_________________________________________________
ClEArwATEr’S rESTAUrANT wEEk The Event was
held last month with proceeds benefiting the Clearwater
Beach Chamber and $15,000 was presented to the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium. Thousands of ballots were
cast by diners, and the winning restaurants were: Most
Enthusiastic Chef: Clearsky Beachside Café, Best
Appetizer: Lobster Pot Bistro, Best Entrée: Watercolours
Steakhouse, Best Dessert: Shor American Seafood Grill,
Best Pizza:Clearwater Wine Bar & Bistro, Best Overall
Experience: Gondolier Italian Restaurant, and Best
Presentation: Casanova Restaurant.
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ThANk yOU EVEryONE!
The Webster Dictionary defines the word thanks as
"gratitude; glad because an anxiety is gone." I can not
think of a better word to use to express my thanks
everyone that helped during this year’s postal food drive.
The gratitude is as real as the need for food to feed those
less fortunate, those just needing help for a little while, the
elderly and the young. Their anxiety about insecure food
source has been relieved because of the community effort.
Because of who we are as a community, both at Calvary
Episcopal Church, as well as our area I give thanks!
Thanks for the help that continues to visit our doorstep
The month of March brought 271 patrons to our doors
feeding 622 family members. We also helped 18 new
members in one month. April was similar to March.
We helped 271 patrons and 540 family members with 21
new members. As you can, see the need is there.
The postal food drive brought in 254 postal crates of food.
We estimate it will last about 6 weeks. Thank goodness
that there are organizations like the Rotary, which donated
$2000 and the IRB Homeowners Association who donated
$1500 to the Beach Community Food Pantry. Winterfest
continues to share their profits with the Food Pantry.
There is gratitude because our anxiety about supplies at
the Food Pantry relieved. Thank you one hundred times
plus infinity as my grandson says to me when he is
expressing strong feelings about something. Well I must
say I understand. What an amazing place we live and the
generosity never ceases to amaze.
In closing, I would like to share a small story of one mans
contribution to the Food Pantry and our lives as volunteers.
His name will remain anonymous but for the sake of the
story let's call him Bill.
Bill came to our FP about 7 months ago. He was always
very respectful and soft spoken and never left without
thanking us for the help we provided (as so many patrons
do). On a few occasions, I would need to help him with his
bags of food. Bill was not well. He had a tender smile with
tired eyes. He walked very carefully, as each step counted
so much, a matter of life and death. Bill came in 2 weeks
ago for the last time. "Good morning" we all chimed in.
He smiled, as he always did. I asked if he was ready to
begin his shopping experience. He leaned in a bit and
shook his head, "No not today." “What's wrong?" I asked
as my belly tightened. I didn't know what to expect. But
what happened next was not even in the realm of where
my thoughts were going. As he responds to my question,
he turns his face to look at me and said, " I am here to give
you thanks for all you have done." He then handed me a
check for $500! Not 5, not 50 but 500 dollars. To think,
Bill was in a place where he needed our services, when
something occurred in his life to create such improvement,
and he came and shared that joy with us!!! Nothing but
magnificent describes such an act of selflessness.
Now some of you know me and will not be surprised by
my reaction. I hugged him! As my face left the side of his
cheek, I felt his tear that had rolled down. So I hugged him
again. It was so clear to everyone in that room that this
was a very special and magnificent moment.
God is great and I felt I saw him that day within Bill’s
heart and I gave thanks.
Yours Truely, Anny Tarrant, Beach Food Pantry
813-245-6758
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ThE TrUTh ABOUT SUN dAMAgE
By Stephanie Schlageter, M.S.

Summer is here and if you’re like most
Floridians, it means more beach, boat,
or pool time. Most of us live in Florida
for the sunshine and outdoor lifestyle it
offers, but this also means we are
exposed to a lot of sun increasing our
chance of skin cancer and sun damage.
According to the American Academy of Dermatology,
(AAD) more than 2 million Americans will be diagnosed
with new cases of skin cancer this year. At current rates,
one in five will develop skin cancer in his/her lifetime.
In addition to health risks, sun exposure is also one of
the primary factors responsible for premature skin
aging. Although these concerns may only be cosmetic,
sun exposure is the number 1 culprit in the premature
formation of lines, wrinkles, brown spots, and weathered
looking skin. These common signs of premature aging
can easily add 10 years to a person’s appearance.
There are many myths about sun exposure that often
prevent people from protecting themselves appropriately.
Here are a few common myths along with the truth:
Myth:Skin Cancer only happens to people over 40.
Truth:Although skin cancer most commonly appears in
adults over the age of 60 after many years of sun
exposure, the incidence of skin cancers in children and
young adults is growing rapidly. According to the
American Cancer Society, the frightening truth is that
melanoma is the most commonly diagnosed skin cancer
among young adults age 25-29 and is the number 1
cause of cancer death among 15-20 year olds.
Myth: Tanned skin is healthier than pale skin.
Truth: A tan by definition is, very simply, an indicator
that the skin has been sun damaged. The sun produces
UVA and UVB rays, both of which are linked to DNA
damage and cell mutation. Over time, that lovely brown
tan increases the risk of skin cancer and leads to
unattractive age spots and prematurely wrinkled skin.
Myth: You only need to wear sunscreen when you’re
outside on sunny days.
Truth: UVA rays penetrate through clouds and even
windows. They also reflect off water, sand, and even
concrete. These rays are present from sun up to sun
down, all year long.It only takes a few minutes of
unprotected exposure a day to cause substantial damage.
So what should you do? Daily use of sunscreen with
broad-spectrum protection (SPF 30 or higher) should be
a habit as important as brushing your teeth. Look for
active ingredients such as Titanium Dioxide and Zinc
Oxide for both UVA and UVB protection.
If you want to correct cosmetic damage already done by
the sun, the medical field is teeming with products and
treatments to remove brown spots, erase wrinkles, and
restore prematurely aged skin. Fraxel Laser, Facial Peels,
BOTOX, Juvederm Injections and Medical Grade skin
care products are just a few of the most popular
approaches to turning the clock back.
A consultation with an experienced expert in the field,
such as the staff at Radiance Medspa, can help you
learn how to correct current damage and protect your
skin from future damage. It’s never too late to start
protecting your skin’s health and to start looking your
best! Radiance Medspa in Belleair Bluffs, is located at
2894 West Bay Dr. radiancetampabay.com 518-7100.
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OSPrEy ChICk’S rOUgh STArT
Since it is at their
eye level, the
Walsingham Rd.
bridge tenders
spend a lot of
time watching the
Osprey nest west
of their tower.
Around the first
of March, they
noticed that there
were two new
chicks in the nest.
Chick’s nest and parents
They watched as
the small birds grew and the nest became crowded. As
they watched, they noticed the mother stayed with the
chicks, while the father brought fish from the nearby
Intracoastal waters.
One day about a month after they were born, one of the
babies, by this time half the size of its mother, fell out of
its nest. It fell from its 30 foot pole into a mixture of mud
and rocks.
The bridge tender on duty saw the chick fall and called
the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary in Indian Shores. The
hospital called the volunteer on duty that day, Susan
Miller who lives in Clearwater Beach. Susan came to the
bridge and found the medium sized osprey near the base
of the pole, on the rocks. The chick seemed dazed and
confused, but did not try to fly away. That probably was
because it did not know how to fly yet. Susan took the
baby osprey to the sanctuary in Indian Shores.

They estimated the young osprey was 42 days old. The
hospital volunteers found it was definitely under
nourished and dehydrated, but in stable condition. They
are still nursing it back to health. It should be at the
hospital for a few weeks, before it will be placed in a
flight cage where it will be taught to fly and learn other
social skills.
Once that is
done, it will be
released.
The baby joined
hundreds of
other birds, big
and small at the
beachfront
hospital. “We
get around 80
ospreys per
year”, says the
vet in charge.
The Oprey chick at the Seabird Sanctuary
“Most are babies
like this one.” Susan Miller, the rescuer, says she’s seen
an increase in malnourished birds this year and wonders
if the cold weather in January had something to do with
it. “There may be less fish for the birds to eat,” she says.
The Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary helps thousands of birds
per year. They are the largest nonprofit wild bird hospital in
the US. There is a walk around zoo-like area to see the
recovering birds. They are located at 18328 Gulf Blvd, at
Mile Marker 13. Call 391-6211 for more information or
visit seabirdsanctuary.com.
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Clearwater Beach, Florida...Where the Locals Hang Out
It’s laid back and casual. Been that way since we started in 1926. Here everyone’s somebody and nobody cares. We overlook the Gulf of Mexico;
the beach is at our front door and the sunsets are pretty terrific. There’s live entertainment most days, as long as we can find the extension cord.
Great seafood
seafood, sizzling steaks, chicken and seafood wraps, shrimp and crab chowder, smoked ribs and our
famous beach burgers. Happy hour: Monday - Friday 4-7 p.m.

Palm Pavilion Beachside Grill & Bar
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SUMMEr fErTIlIzEr BAN STArTEd JUNE 1
By Jane Morse, UF/IFAS Extension Agent, Pinellas County
Extension
June 1 was the beginning of the summertime fertilizer
blackout. The County’s strict fertilizer ordinance, aimed at
improving water quality, prohibits using these products from
June 1 through Sept. 30 or any time the National Weather
Service forecasts heavy rains to occur within 24 hours.
During this time, you cannot apply fertilizers containing
nitrogen or phosphorus to your lawn or landscape.
During the time of year when you are allowed to fertilize,
you still must keep in mind that no more than four
pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet per year can
be applied, and that granular fertilizers containing
nitrogen must be at least 50 percent slow release
nitrogen. Also that phosphorus is not allowed unless a
soil test documents a phosphorus deficiency.
Knowing what’s in the fertilizer can help you decide what
is best for your lawn and how to apply it correctly. You
can check out the three numbers on a fertilizer bag to
learn the percentage of nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium it contains. (The rest is filler that allows uniform
application of the nutrients and helps prevent over-orunder fertilizing of certain areas.)
There are other fertilizer “rules” for protecting the
environment as well as public health: Use a deflector
shield when applying. Don’t apply within 10 feet of a
wetland or water body. Fertilizer or grass clippings that
get on sidewalks, driveways, streets, etc. must be returned
to the landscape areas or swept up immediately. Nitrogen
should not be applied to any newly-installed plants for
the first 30 days. If you use reclaimed water you may not
need any extra nitrogen fertilizer because the reclaimed
water contains nitrogen.
Pinellas County’s fertilizer ordinance also requires all
lawn and landscape personnel to pass a best management
practices class. You should hire only those who display
the decal and carry a certification card.
We all want clean water. An important way to protect
water quality is to make sure nothing but pure water flows
into storm drains. Our storm drains are a direct conduit
to our creeks, lakes and marine waters and aren’t treated
in any way. All hard surfaces such as driveways,
sidewalks and streets drain to storm drains so it is very
important to keep these areas clean.
Some easy things we can do to keep our water clean are
to keep all grass clippings, leaves, fertilizer, household or
vehicle chemicals or anything that isn’t plain water from
going down the storm drain. Sweep grass clippings back
into the landscape or put them into a compost bin. Use
leaves as mulch in plant beds, compost them, or put
them in the trash. Keep all chemicals in a secondary
container so if the original container leaks the secondary
one will catch it. (One quart of oil creates an oil slick the
size of two football fields!) Pick up pet waste and dispose
of it in the trash. Wash vehicles over grass or gravel to
prevent runoff. Never drain chlorinated water to the street
or storm drain. Reclaimed water contains nutrients such
as nitrogen and phosphorus so make sure it isn’t spraying
onto any hard surfaces or draining off your property into
the street.
Always remember - nothing but rain down the drain.
The information for this article came from the Division’s brochure
entitled “A Guide to the Fertilizer Ordinance.”
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Organizational News...
BEllEAIr gArdEN
ClUB hosted its fourth
Annual Mad Hatter’s Tea
Party and Luncheon in
April. Normally, they meet
the first and second
Wednesdays of the month,
but during the summer, they
only meet once a month for
lunch. The next scheduled
lunches are June 1, July 6
and August 3. Bring a
homemade dish for 8 to
share and your drink. Visit
BelleairGardenClub.com or
call Judy Hanks at 595-7233 or Barbara Chapman at
581-8929 for details. They meet at 903 Ponce de Leon
Blvd. in the Town of Belleair. Membership is $50 per year.
Call Barbara Chapman, 581-8929 for membership info.
BEllEAIr BEACh lAdIES lUNChEON ClUB meets
the second Tuesday each month, October to May. They
are done now for summer. Membership, $15 a year, is
open to area residents. Call Barbara Chapman at 5818929.
BEllEAIr wOMEN'S rEPUBlICAN ClUB meets on the
first Friday of the month for lunch at the Belleair Country
Club, at 11:45am with issue related speakers. The cost is
normally $21 each. They are not meeting during the
summer. The next meeting will be in September. Call
Corrine Schlising, 724-3242 or Cindy Bie at 595-5025, or
visit BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com.
BEllEAIr yOUNg wOMEN’S SOCIETy meets the first
Thursday of each month at 6pm. However, they do not
meet during the summer. Contact their president for more
information: 459-0842
BEllEAIr BEACh ISlANd gArdEN ClUB is taking a
break for the summer. They meet the third Wednesday of
each month (Oct. through April) normally on the second
floor of Belleair Beach’s Community Center at 10:30am.
Membership is $20 per year. Contact Jan Rives, 6447191. Their next
meeting will be in
October.
BEllEAIr ArEA
rOTAry They
recently hosted
their third annual
“Wine and Tapas
Extravaganza” at
the Largo Cultural
Center. Over 300
people attended,
raising $12,000. The casino style event was a big success
and they want to thank everyone who attended, plus the
restaurants who made the event what it was. Proceeds
benefit their many charities, including Belleair Elementary
(Bicycles for Reading, Adopt a classroom), Upper Pinellas
UPARC, the Salvation Army, Polio Eradication, the Rotary
Foundation and many others.
They meet at 12:15pm, every Thursday, at the Belleair
Country Club. The third Thursday of every month is the
general assembly and Board meeting. For information,
call Vicki Morgan, President at 251-8277 or Ed
Shaughnessy at 461-7171.
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More News...
BEllEAIr SOCIAl ClUB They meet every Tuesday
morning at 9am in the back of Panera Bread for coffee
and socializing. They also meet at a different restaurant
most Sundays at 6pm. Plus, they plan monthly social
meetings, pot luck get togethers, dinners, movie nights
and visits to area attractions. This organization is open to
all seniors over 60, living in the greater Belleair area. You
do not have to be single. Call Mary Lou McCarthy at
581-6189 for more information.
BEllEAIr BrIdgE ClUB plays twice a week in the City
Hall Auditorium. It is coordinated by the Belleair
Recreation Center. Call Betty Grandoff at 669- 5283.
IrB BOAT ClUB Started in 2008, the IRB Boat Club is
in full swing during boating season. On June 11 they
will boat to Gators, on Johns Pass, for the afternoon.
They are planning an island party for 4th of July on
One Tree Island, with fireworks afterwards. In August,
they will be having the rescheduled Caladesi Island
party that was cancelled due to bad weather.
The club meets at Jimmy Guana’s, the third Thursday of
the month at 6pm for happy hour, with the meeting and
guest speakers at 7pm. Everyone is welcome to join and
there are no dues. Email BoatClub@IRBhome.com or
call Bob Griffin at 517-1997 to get involved. See event
pictures and get more info at IRBhome.com.
SANd kEy PArk TrIAThlON The Sixth Annual Morton
Plant / Mease Triathlon is June 26. They are calling all
athletes ready for the challenge to swim, bike and run
along our beautiful scenic waterways and gulf coast
bridges. Registration is open for the triathlon that features
a 1/3rd mile open water swim in the Gulf, a 13 mile bike
race over three nearby bridges (including Clearwater Pass
and the Belleair Beach Causeway Bridge), and a 3.1 mile
run, which finishes in Sand Key Park. There are over
$4,000 in prize monies available. The triathlon will begin
at 6:50am, within Sand Key Park. Registration is $80 per
person. Register online at www.MPMtriathlon.org.
The event also needs volunteers. if you are available, call
727-953-9158. The event benefits the pediatric services at
the hospitals of Morton Plant Mease
ThE US COAST gUArd AUXIlIAry The US Coast
Guard Auxiliary is offering Safe Boating Classes in
downtown Clearwater at the Police Headquarters at 645
Pierce Street (corner of Myrtle and Pierce).
June 6-7, GPS and Chart Reading at 7pm. $60.
June 25-26, Boating Safety, 8am- 1pm, $35
July 16-17, Boating Safety, 8am-1pm, $35
There are other classes offered through out the year, on
weekends and some are on Monday-Tuesdays at 7pm. For
more information, call 469-8895.
NATIONAl MArINA dAy The City of Clearwater will
celebrate National Marina Day on Saturday, June 11 from
11am to 3pm at the new Clearwater Harbor Marina. They
are hosting an open house to learn more about the new
marina and includes a marina tour, a fishing contest,
children’s activities area with face painting, view boats
from local vendors, have your vessel safety checked by the
US Coast Guard Auxiliary, and see boats from the
Clearwater Fire Department, Clearwater Police, US Coast
Guard and the Pinellas County Sheriff's Department.
Informational booths will be available to teach you more
about boating. Free hot dogs and refreshments may be
available. For more information on this, call 462-6954.
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CITy gOVErNMENT NEwS
BEllEAIr BlUffS
SHORT TERM RENTALS In May, the City Commission
passed new short-term rental regulations. The
ordinance sets the minimum residential rental lease term
at seven months, and allows no more than two separate
tenants at a property during any 12-month period. The
ordinance also sets maintenance standards and allows
for inspections and penalties. The state was considering
new laws prohibiting local governments from regulating
short-term and vacation rentals, but existing laws would
be grandfathered in. Belleair Bluffs had no residential
rental regulations and passed the ordinance in case the
state law passed. It didn’t, this time.
FIRE DEPARTMENT Completion of the Indian Rocks Rd. S.
fire station, servicing Belleair Bluffs, has been pushed
back from fall of 2012 to early 2013. The Largo Fire
Department is also facing a cut of up to 9 people, due
to budget short falls, but vacancies and promotions may
reduce that number to only 3. They hope to not have to
lay off anyone.
NINE YEARS AND COUNTING The City Clerk Debra
Sullivan recently was recognized for her 9 years of
service as the City’s Clerk and acting City Manager

TOwN Of BEllEAIr
GLOBE TROTTERS
Gary Katica and his
wife Mary, celebrated
their 50th anniversary
by leaving town. This
time they went to
Russia, Scandinavia
and Berlin. They left
May 22 and returned
June 4. Last year, they
traveled to Greece,
Turkey, Israel, Italy and
Egypt. “We take a
major trip every year,
God willing,” says
Katica.

The Katicas in Cairo, during
last year’s trip.

BEllEAIr BEACh

SUNSET SATURDAYS Belleair Beach residents are invited
to gather at Morgan Park for a neighborhood beach party
on Saturday afternoons any time after 5:30pm. Attendees
should bring their own grills, if they are cooking.
CONSTRUCTION NOISE The Commission is studying a
construction noise ordinance. Commission member Jeril
Cohen suggested limiting work to 8am to 6pm on
weekdays and 9am to 1pm on Saturdays, with no work on
Sundays. It would be enforced by the Sheriff. Nancy
Gonzalez, City Manager, feels residents do not want to call
the Sheriff on their neighbors. This is still under review.
INCREASING Property values are expected to rise by 2 to
4 percent, the county’s only predicted increase.

BEllEAIr ShOrE

GROWTH Recently released census figures show from
2000 to 2010, the town grew 45 percent. During that 10
years, their 78 residents grew to 109. That makes Belleair
Shore the fastest growing municipality in the county, sort
of. Unfortunately, while the number of residents is growing,
the taxable value is expected to fall 5% next year
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BlUffS ShOPPINg CENTEr
ThEN ANd TOdAy
by Harry Dolan, owner
I've been in real estate development in the Chicago area
for 46 years. One of my buildings, a large office
building in the north suburbs, has a three story skylit
atrium. Twenty-seven years ago, in one of our most
severe winters, the temperature at 2 am hit 25 degrees
below zero, and burst a frozen sprinkler head under the
skylight. The atrium and first floor offices were drowned
by 60,000 gallons of water. I spent the night, with the
help of the fire department, cleaning up the mess. That
when I decided I needed a warm refuge for my wife and
teenaged daughters.
I scoured the West Coast looking for an investment
property that met my three criteria-location, location,
and upside. I found all three in Belleair Bluffs. It is in a
wonderful, affluent community, is at a major intersection,
on the southwest corner of Indian Rocks Road and West
Bay Drive and is just blocks from the bridge to the
islands. The center, then named Harbor Bluffs Shopping
Center, was owned by a retired emigre from Germany
who lived just blocks away. The center was well

Then...

maintained, but needed a major renovation.
Along with the center I bought a beachfront condo in
Indian Rocks Beach. The following winter, the
temperature in Chicago hit 26 below zero. I pulled the
kids out of school, and we took the next flight to Tampa.
When we got here, we found the temperature was an icy
22 degrees. Two pipes at The Bluffs had frozen and
burst, and the radio was broadcasting a statewide
request for retired plumbers to help thaw out residents'
pipes. I realized I wasn't so smart.
We sold the condo once the girls got into college, but
kept the center. It still meets the three criteria, and gives
me a reason to visit.

Today...

