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An old-fashioned sand dredge near the Old IRB Bridge which was used to “make” more Belleair waterfront land.

Belleair Beach property rises “from the dredges”
A tsunami wave of development swept over the barrier
islands during the real estate boom beginning in the
early 1940s.
When the surge in demand for land accelerated
following World War II, real estate agents were faced
with a stark reality. Most all of the prime waterfront
property had been spoken for. Little, if any, was left for
development.
Ingenuity on the part of local developers came to the
rescue. Where land was not available, it could be created.
Plenty of undeveloped land existed – as sediment on the
bottom of the Intracoastal. Newly developed dredging
technology could bring it to the surface, and make
hundreds of acres of waterfront property available for
eager buyers.
In the late 1930s, Robert M. Brown and his wife Laura
began dredging operations in Indian Rocks Beach that
filled in the mangrove swamps and created fingers of
land jutting out into the Intracoastal. The land was
subdivided into prime waterfront lots.
Following World War II, the Browns turned their attention to
land north of Indian Rocks that became Belleair Beach.
Local historian and long-time resident Hazel Geissler
describes the frantic pace of land creation in Belleair
Beach during the immediate post-war period (1946-47):

“For the first year and a half we were here, there was a
dredge anchored off shore in the Intracoastal
Waterway. The dredge pumped sand twenty-four hours
seven days a week. Along the east line of my property
(on Sixth Street) was beach sand recently dredged. Off
shore, in the bay, dredges had completed spewing up
one new line of lots all along the Bay front from First to
about Ninth Street. It was now adding a second tier of
lots. That meant my property and those south and north
of it were the last real soil. The dredge kept moving
north and eventually provided dredging that became
our ‘fingers.’”
The dredges probed the depths of the bay, their cutter
wheels dislocating and loosening centuries of oyster
deposits. Suction from a big pump carried the material
through a 16-inch pipe, throwing it out through a
discharge line at its destination, sometimes several
thousand feet away.
Dredging operations continued along the Intracoastal
during the 1940s and ’50s, creating hundreds of new
waterfront lots in Belleair Beach. The new land fueled a
postwar real estate boom that saw residential
subdivisions spring up almost overnight along the newly
created land fingers jutting into the Bay.
Another big catalyst for Belleair Beach development was
the construction of the causeway bridge, which opened in
1950 and provided easy access from the mainland.
Robert Brown was also heavily involved in that project,
pledging to do at cost the fill for the two-mile county
right-of-way needed for the bridge. As one of the Belleair
Beach developers, Brown no doubt expected to reap big
rewards from the bridge’s completion.
by Wayne Ayers historian and author, whose book, “Tampa
Bay’s Gulf Beaches: The Fabulous 1950s and 1960s,” is
available at area bookstores and selected gift shops.
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city of Belleair BlUffs
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd City Hall: 584-2151
FIre DePt: 587-6714
SHerIFF: 582-6200
MAYOr - Chris Arbutine, Sr
COMMISSIONerS —
Jack Nazario - Vice Mayor • Suzy
Sofer • taylour Shimkus • Jack
Nazario • Joseph A. Barkley, III
city of Belleair Beach
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
FIre DePt: 595-1117
POlICe: 595-4646
MAYOr - lynn rives
COMMISSIONerS — rob Baldwin Vice Mayor • Mitchell Krach • Stan
Sofer • David Dumville, Jr. • Kathy
Mortensen • leslie Notaro
towN of Belleair shore
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
FIre DePt: 595-1117
POlICe DePt: 595-4646
MAYOr: John A. robertson
COMMISSIONerS — John e. Hayes, Jr.
robert e. Schmidt, Jr. • ray Piscitelli
richard D. Jordan
towN of Belleair
www.townofbelleair-fl.gov
901 Ponce de leon Blvd, Belleair 588-3769
FIre DePt: 588-8392
POlICe DePt: 588-3769
MAYOr - Gary H. Katica
COMMISSIONerS — Stephen r. Fowler
Deputy Mayor• tom Shelly• Michael
Wilkinson• Open
city of largo
www.largo.com
201 Highland Ave, largo Info: 587-6700
FIre DePt: 587-6714
POlICe: 586-7427
MAYOr - Patricia Gerard
COMMISSIONerS — Mary Gray Black
robert Murray • Curtis Holmes
Gigi Arntzen • Harriet K. Crozier
Woody Brown
sheriff NoN-emergeNcies 582-6200
sheriff dispatch . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
piNellas coUNty iNfo . . . . 464-3000
electricity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
phoNe (residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
caBle (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020

Belleair fiNe arts society 934-4304
Belleair social clUB . . . . . . 584-2165
Belleair Bridge groUp. . . 669-5283
Belleair area rotary clUB
Meets at Belleair Country Club every thur. for
lunch; Vicki Morgan . . . . . . . . . 251-8277
Belleair womeN’s repUBlicaN clUB
Meets at Belleair Country Club. First Friday at
Noon Corrine Schlising . . . . . 596-5025
Belleair yoUNg womaN’s society
Barbara Ann Busch . . . . . . . . . . 581-3049
Belleair Beach islaNd gardeN clUB
Jan rives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 644-7191
Belleair gardeN clUB
Barb Chapman . . . . . . . . . . . . . 581-8929
Belleair Beach ladies lUNcheoN clUB
Alice tucker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584-1532
BlUffs BUsiNess associatioN
Kim Bender, President . . . . . . . . 559-7881
frieNds of the Biltmore. . 581-5171
towN of Belleair ciVic assoc.
Sandy tuten, President . . . . . . . 581-7314
clearwater sailiNg . . . . . 517-7776
chamBer of commerce
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . 447-7600
largo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584-2321
------------------------------------------------coUNty iNformatioN . . . . 464-3000
commissioN offices . . . . . 464-3377
Norm roche . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3360
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
state:
Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411
republican, District 13
8940 Seminole Blvd, Seminole 33772
Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov
representative Jim Frishe . 727-518-3902
republican, District 54
125 Indian rocks rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor rick Scott
rick.Scott@myflorida.com
florida UNited states seNators:
Marco rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area UNited states represeNtatiVe:
rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

2010/2011 CaLeNDar Of LOCaL eVeNTS
february
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
Little League Opening Day
Valentine’s Day
WinterFest / Indian Rocks Beach
Belleair Sunset Run / 5K Run
Boat ClubBrunch at Island Way Grill
Presidents Day
Fire Prevent Week / Open House
MarCH
Belleair Classic Kids Fun Run
Belleair Classic 5K Run
Election Day
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Antique Alley Spring Show
Green Fest Indian Rocks Beach
Great American Clean Up
Heritage Park National Quilting Day
Spring Begins

10
12
14
19
19
20
21
26
4
5
8
10
13
13
19
19
19
20

Boat Club Trip to Salt Rock Grill
26
Spring Break Begins - public schools
28
aPrIL
PawFest / Largo Central Park
2
Guppy’s Gallop 5K Run
2
Beauty and The Beach on Indian Rocks 2
Heritage Village - Antique Car Show
3
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party Belleair Garden Club 13
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer (Thur)
14
Market in the Park Last Day
16
Great Strides Walk on IRB Beach
16
Federal Taxes Due
17
Good Friday
22
Earth Day 2011
22
Easter Egg Hunt Belleair Bluffs City Hall 23
Easter Egg Hunt Town of Belleair
23
Spring Fest Arbor Day Belleair Rec
23
Easter Sunday
24
Arbor Day
29
Biggest Beach Party Ever Indian Rocks 30
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Did You Know...
New dali mUseUm
opeNs When the new
museum opened last
month, it contained
the largest collection
of Dalí’s work outside
Spain. It houses 2140
pieces of Dalí’s work
including 96 oil
paintings and eight
master works (measuring over 5’). The Museum regularly
changes exhibitions showcasing the large and varied
permanent collection. It is one of the most acclaimed
collections of a single modern artist in the world.
_________________________________________________
do yoU Vote By mail? Rules have changed
regarding Early Voting by mail. A request to receive a
Vote by Mail ballot will only last one election cycle, then
you have to reapply. To request a mail ballot, visit
www.VotePinellas.com or call 464-6788.
_________________________________________________
pawfest The Kiwanis Club of Largo / Mid-Pinellas will
host the 5th Annual Pawfest in Largo Central Park, April
2, from 10am to 3pm. Audition for their ‘Dancing with
the Dogs’ Talent show. This event has something for
everyone and their favorite canine. All ages are welcome
to dance with their dogs. For audition dates and rules,
contact Michelle Simmons at 776-7250 or
mmtarantino@Yahoo.com.
_________________________________________________
holiday lights iN the gardeN collected over
$68,000 this year, which was $11,000 more than last year.
The money will be used to sponsor the 2011 event, as well
as to buy plants for the Botanical Gardens throughout the
year. Since 2008, the program has operated with no
financial assistance from Pinellas County. Over 42,000
people attended the 2010 Holiday Light show.
_________________________________________________
opeN hoUse Saint Cecelia School is holding an Open
House March 1st, at 8:30am, for parents and children
interested in learning more about the private school.
You will meet with the Principal, Mary Beth Scanlon and
tour the school. The school is located at 1350 Court
Street in Clearwater and they are accepting children
from Pre-K to 8th grade levels. Call 461-1207 and ask
for Mary Ann Del Monte for more information
___________________________________________________
clothes to kids desperately needs new or gently
used boy's pants/jeans-sizes 6-16, young men's jeans
18-36, boy’s shoes sizes 12 - 6 and men's shoes sizes
6-12. With the cold weather, CTK’s inventory is critically
low. These items along with any other children’s clothing
donations can be dropped off between 9am and 5pm,
Monday - Friday at their Clearwater facility, 1059 N.
Huercules Avenue. Cash donations are also welcome.
See www.ClothesToKids.org for more information.
_________________________________________________
gymNastics iN largo The City of Largo is offering
Gymnastic Classes for children 3-9, at the Southwest
Recreation Complex, at 13120 Vonn Road. Gymnasts
will learn floor work, focusing on tumbling skills,
coordination, flexibility and increasing muscular build.
Classes are 5pm on Thursday evenings. Monthly
sessions are offered starting March 3 and/or April 7.
Call 518-3125 to register your child.
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and More...
aNgel BoXes at iNdiaN
rocks christiaN school
Members of the Honor Society
and Interact Clubs at school
created 132 “Angel Boxes” to
collect holiday gifts to give to
teens in Pinellas County’s long
term Foster Care program.
IRCS has been working with this
program for 12 years making
sure the boxes are put into the
hands of foster care teens who
otherwise would not have Christmas presents. Each box
contains a teen Bible, gift cards, restaurant gift certificates,
movie passes, school supplies, Christmas candy and
encouraging notes for the teenagers. The IRB Rotary also
assisted in this program by donating money to buy gifts.
_________________________________________________
Belleair’s New farmer’s market Called Market on
the Mall will be 9am-2pm the second and fourth Friday
each month. Located at the Corner of the Mall and Indian
Rocks Rd. it features fresh produce, gourmet foods, baked
goods, crafts, gifts, flowers, etc. For information, visit
Belleair.com or call Manager Bob Fernandez 461-7674.
_________________________________________________
5k rUN The 2011 Guppy's Gulfside Gallop 5K Run - 1
Mile Walk/Fun Run is Saturday April 2 at 8am. The run is
directly on the beach and starts at the Indian Rocks Beach
County Park. Early registration ends on Sunday, March
27th. Visit IRBhome.com for information.
_________________________________________________
safari spriNg Break camp The City of Clearwater
is offering a special camp March 28th to April 1st, 8am
to 5:30pm. Held at Moccasin Lake Nature Park, children
will explore the wonders of nature and science through
hands-on discoveries and adventures using games, crafts,
animal encounters and other activities. Cost is $100 for
Clearwater residence and $125 for non-residents.
Registration begins March 1. See the city’s web site at
www.MyClearwater.com.
_________________________________________________
employee of the year Anona Elementary’s Shelly
Halloran was selected second place as the Support Staff
Employee of the Year in the Pinellas School System. She
handles all office operations at the school including
bookkeeping and is the the principal’s secretary. Shelly
has been at Anona for five years and every parent with a
child at Anona knows her. She lives in Largo.
_______________________________
oil paiNtiNg class The
Belleair Rec. Department, in
conjunction with teacher Betsy
Schoeph, is offering beginner and
intermediate oil painting classes.
The three hour classes run on a
continuous basis throughout the
year. Students can start anytime
and learn about paint and brushes,
color mixing, composition and all
the basics that form a foundation
in traditional oil painting methods.
the class fee is $80 for four weeks of instruction, and no
membership is required. Call Betsy at 595-1083.
_________________________________________________
oUr NeXt issUe is iN april Read this issue, as well
as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

beLLeaIr beaCH waTerfrONT
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as i rememBer it - wheN they dredged
by Bill Brandon, An early beach resident

During most of my childhood, where you live was called
"Broken Islands," a series of mangrove islands, which were
destroyed by the filling and development that went on after
W.W.II but was begun in the late ‘30s. The islands and
shallows provided excellent fishing for sea trout (weak fish),
red fish and snook.
The grass bottomed shallows at Broken Islands were
splendid for scalloping. You could slip overboard into
warm, clear, bay water and walk slowly along dragging a
washtub and in fifteen minutes have a tub of scallops.
All that vanished with the dredging and filling. Most of the
islands were destroyed. The bay water, roiled with mud and
sand, was never as clear again. After suffering through the
Depression, my dad and other residents were glad to see
development after years in the doldrums of the 30s. Still, it
was sad to see the old bay change.
I grew up around the old bridge. One source of excitement
was when Brown's dredge passed through the span. There
probably was no more than thirty feet of passing space
when the spring bridge opened fully to let a vessel through.
Brown's dredge had about a fifteen-foot beam, maybe
more. Nearly a quarter-mile of pontoon barges with pipe
stretched out behind the dredge, which was pulled by a
tugboat. Sometimes a smaller tugboat darted about,
nudging the pontoons into line to keep them from knocking
down the old bridge. It was a marvelous feat of piloting
and seamanship to behold.
One time, as the dredge approached the bridge, the two
large masts on the dredge reached too high to get under
the high-tension power lines, which crossed the bay at that

point, even though the tide was low. The lines brought
electric power to the entire island. The masts needed only a
few more inches of clearance to make it under the wires.
The power company dispatched a hero employee who
scaled the masts to lift the wires over the masts one at a
time. There were perhaps four wires two feet apart, which
had to be raised to allow the dredge to pass through.
A large crowded gathered to watch the drama. The little bit
of traffic on each side was held up about half an hour while
the tug nudged the dredge and pontoons away from the
bridge and waited. The wait was necessary because the
water at the Narrows where the bridge was located ran one
way when the tide was coming in and another when going
out. Just as the tide changed, there was a brief time of slack
water, and the dredge pilot waited for that as the best and
only time to get the dredge through without knocking down
the power lines, electrocuting the power company hero and
perhaps setting off a holocaust.
We all waited and watched the drama build. At last, the
pilot signaled the guy atop the masts that he was going
through. The power man with gloved hands stood ready
and the tug inched forward, slacked off and reversed
engine to slow the inertia. The mast drifted toward the wire.
The power man grasped the first wire and raised it over the
masts, but the dredged seem to drift back toward the wire.
The tug gave a slight burst forward. The power man
grabbed the second wire, and similarly a third and fourth
until the masts were free.
The tug sped forward dragging the vessel out of danger,
The crowd breathed for the first time in about five minutes,
then cheered the man from the power company, who
nonchalantly descended the masts, climbed into a skiff and
came ashore as if it were all in a day's work. We never even
knew his name.
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from the desk of sheriff Jim coats

Pinellas Safe Harbor
In an effort to save taxpayer dollars, our
office embarked last month on a new
venture- the opening of Pinellas Safe
Harbor, a shelter for the homeless.
The primary purpose of the facility is to
keep homeless individuals who commit
minor non-violent offenses or ordinance
violations – out of the criminal justice
system. Pinellas Safe Harbor provides these men and
women with a safe place to stay while they get back on
their feet. As a result, the jail inmate population is reduced.
The concept became a reality through the unprecedented
collaboration of law enforcement, the criminal justice
system, local government and community service groups.
The shelter opened its doors at noon on January 6, 2011;
and on its very first day processed a total of 29 persons
into the facility. By day five, the number grew to 104.
The intake process continues in operation 24 hours a day,
7 days a week. The shelter accepts male and female
clients, not families. Clients may arrive on their own, or
may be brought in voluntarily by law enforcement
personnel in lieu of going to the Pinellas County Jail for
minor offenses. Additionally, the facility will serve as a
portal of re-entry to the community for individuals just
released from the Florida Department of Corrections
(DOC) and the Pinellas County Jail. The jail releases will
be housed separately from the homeless population.
As clients arrive, they receive an identification card, a
hygiene kit, and are assigned sleeping quarters. Three
meals are served daily, showers are available and clothing
items such as underwear and t-shirts are also available for
distribution. With basic human needs met, the work then
begins to try to assist these individuals towards becoming
productive contributors to society once again. Social
workers conduct an initial assessment of each of the
homeless persons’ appropriateness for the facility; and
service providers assess employment skills, education
assistance, medical needs or other services that may be
required, such as substance abuse treatment.
In the short term, Pinellas Safe Harbor plans to have about
250 persons. The cost is $20 dollars a day per client, a
dramatic difference from the $126 a day it costs to house
inmates at the Jail. Start-up costs and staffing funds
totaling about $1.8M is primarily from federal funds,
contributions by city partners, including the City of St.
Petersburg, and not from the County General Fund. The
building, located at 14840 49th Street N. in Clearwater,
was a supervision housing area for Pinellas County Jail
inmates, but had been closed due to budget cuts.
Security is provided by a private contractor. Perimeter
security is maintained by Pinellas County Jail perimeter
patrol deputies. The program will maintain a strict 10pm
curfew. Any client leaving the program after 10pm, or who
does not return before 10pm, will not be granted re-entry
until 8am the next day. Exceptions will be made for
employed clients or those with a legitimate reason.
Individuals and citizen groups interested in working with
the homeless or volunteering their time are invited to do
so. Pinellas Safe Harbor will also periodically receive
donated items such as clothing and sealed pre-packaged
foods. To help, please contact Facility Manager Lieutenant
Sean McGillen at (727) 464-8058. For further information
please visit www.safeharborpinellas.org.
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pareNt UNiVersity
Pinellas County Schools and the City of St. Petersburg have
partnered to hold Parent University on Saturday, March 5,
at the USF St. Petersburg Campus Activity Center. Parent
University is an educational program that helps everyone
who cares about our children and teens navigate and
access resources in our schools and communities. The
half-day workshop is a partnership between the school
system and the City of St. Petersburg designed to better
prepare parents of all school-age students.
Opening and closing ceremonies will feature Pinellas
County Schools’ Superintendent Dr. Julie Janssen,
Deputy Superintendent James Madden and St.
Petersburg Mayor Bill Foster. The keynote speaker is Dr.
Shelly Stewart, a noted successful businessman, radio
personality and dynamic public speaker who overcame
poverty and literacy on his way to success and fame.
Following the speakers, participants will engage in three
breakout sessions of their choosing. Breakout sessions
include strands for both elementary and secondary
student interests:
• Academic help for struggling students
• After school and summer city services for children/teens
• Career awareness
• Counseling and social services
• Kindergarten readiness
• Money for college
• Navigating the school system
• Pinellas Virtual School offerings
• Struggles with teen behaviors
• And many more.
All participants will receive a light breakfast, handouts
from the city and school district and have the
opportunity to win door prizes.
Register online at the Parent Moodle Online Community
Center located at http://moodleP.pcsb.org with their
Parent User ID. If parents need a Parent Portal login,
they may visit any school to get one. Parents may also
get a paper registration form at any nearby school.
For more information, contact Stephanie Joyner,
director-middle school education, (727) 588-6307.

at the Belleair recreatioN departmeNt
Fit and Active Senior Fitness Class - a cardio fitness class
for ages 55 and up. Led by Kelly Christensen, a long
time fitness instructor in Pinellas County, this class meets
Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30-10:30 am at the
Belleair Town Hall. For more information, call 518-3728
Senior Volleyball - Tuesday and Friday afternoons from
1-4 pm in the Doyle Family Gymnasium. Bump, set, and
spike with a great group of active, fun seniors! Drop-in
rate is $2.00. For more information, call 727-518-3728.
Lunchtime Pilates - Tone, strengthen and stretch your
body with certified Pilates instructor and fitness trainer,
Sue Riley, at noon on Wednesdays, call 727-518-3728.
Youth Basketball League - this co-ed league is for kids
age 5-17. The youngest age group is instructional with
coaches on the floor officiating and instructing during
the games, while the rest of the age groups are
competitive recreational leagues, complete with playoff
and championship games. Call 727-518-3728.
Tackle Football & Cheerleading - They are currently
registering for the Belleair Bolts - practices start soon.
For information, call Mike Fritz at (727)422-4763
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the skiNNy oN yoUr waistliNe

by Mark Anderson
We all want to
decrease our
waistline.
Unfortunately, the
body loves to store
fat in the abdominal
area. So, the best
thing to do is
abdominal
exercises…right?
Wrong! You see
people do crunches,
side bends, weighted machine crunches, spastic bench
crunches (you know, that guy who has his feet attached
to the decline bench and flings himself up as if he is
having a seizure), and many other crazy moves to burn
that belly fat. The bad news is you cannot spot reduce!
The body burns fat from wherever it wants to. The only
way to rid yourself of those stubborn fat pockets is to
increase your activity level and develop a proper
nutrition program for overall weight loss.
But crunches and similar abs exercises are not all bad . . .
you are strengthening your important core and
stabilizing muscles while burning overall calories. And a
consistent strength training routine will result in more
defined abs – but only after you’ve lost the overlying fat.
So what should you do to flatten that tummy? The best
advice is still to establish a solid nutrition program and
develop a strength-training program focusing on
functional movements including core, balance and total
body. This is not innovative advice! If you feel this is
what you’ve been doing, but you’re not seeing the
waistline you want, consult your personal trainer. He (or
she) can help you change up your exercise routine and
adjust your diet. Once everything is dialed in, you
should notice changes within 8 to 12 weeks.
Take heart! With a few tweaks and some hard work,
you’ll be well on your way to rock hard abs! Feel free to
consult one of our Fitness Consultants at Fitness Together
in Belleair at (727) 501-0535 or in Oldsmar at (727)
784-9576 or check us out at fitnesstogethertampa.com.

irB Boat clUB News

Started in 2008, The IRB Boat Club
has a lot planned for its fourth year,
including monthly meetings at Jimmy
Guana’s, two intracoastal cleanups,
participation in many boat parades,
several island parties and lots of trips
to nearby restaurants.
Sunday February 20 they will be
boating to brunch at Island Way Grill.
Saturday, March 26 they will boat to an early dinner at
Salt Rock Grill. On Sunday, April 17 there will be a visit
to Clearwater Beach’s Bait House. In May, when the
water has warmed up enough, they will have an island
party at Caladesi planned.
They meet at Jimmy Guana’s, the third Thursday of the
month at 6pm for happy hour, with the meeting at 7pm.
Email BoatClub@IRBHome.com or call Bob Griffin at
517-1997 to get involved. See event pictures and get
more info at IRBhome.com
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laNdscape News
by Randy Lee
Everything is brown! You have seen the
brown lawns, palms and flowers.
Several freezes have hit the bay area
early this year. Rain and warm
temperatures will make us green again
but that will not happen for a few
months. Most lawns and shrubs are
dormant at this time and require little maintenance.
What can be done about cold damage? Wait to trim,
fertilize, and replant tropicals. Winter may last into mid
March. If March is warm, trimming and fertilizing can be
done. A good rule of thumb, is wait until we hit eighty
degrees for a few consecutive days. Always keep sod
and shrubs watered during this time. Dry lawns and
plants take longer to recover.
Planting cold tolerant flowers (annuals) add color to our
otherwise brown landscape. Geranium, snapdragon,
pansy, petunia, and alyssum are great choices and will
last into May. Impatiens and begonia are good choices
as well but much less cold tolerant. Beds should first be
cleared of leaves and debris and a fresh layer of mulch
should be added. Mulch will keep weeds out and
moisture in. You might try a “layered” effect with taller
flowers in the background and shorter flowers in the
foreground. Geraniums in the background and petunias
in the foreground is one example. A mix of colors or
one main color can create the desired effect. Keep
pastels and strong, vivid colors separate.
Hardy trees and shrubs can be planted at this time.
Trees include Oak, crape myrtle, camphor and holly.
Most shrubs can be included here if cold tolerant. Trees
and shrubs can acclimate during these cooler months
before the heat of summer sets in. A great time to install
a new lawn is February or March as well. Newly planted
trees, shrubs and lawns need watering about twice a
week during this time.
Containerized gardens thrive during this time of year.
Terra cotta, concrete, plastic or fiberglass/resin type of
pots can be used. They vary in size, weight and cost.
Herbs can be grown successfully in containers. These
might include rosemary, basil, parsley, fennel or
oregano. Vegetables can be grown in containers as well.
These might include tomatoes, onions or peppers. The
most common container gardens would include a variety
of flowers. In the cooler months, excellent choices would
include geranium, salvia, begonia, petunia, alyssum and
pansy. Be sure to keep pots watered one or two times a
week depending on temperature and location.
Containers are an easy way to garden, add color in the
winter and are easy to replace each season.
February/March checklist:
Trim roses back to one half size
Plant hardy, winter annuals
Fertilize trees, palms, shrubs and flowers in March
Fertilize sod in mid February
Check and repair irrigation systems in March
Plant spring vegetables
Landscapes by Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape
design company. Randy Lee, a Belleair Bluffs resident for twenty
years, has created award winning designs in the Bay area. His
company specializes in landscape design, lighting and
irrigation systems and seasonal color. Contact him at (727)
421-2715 or view online at www.landscapesbyrl.com.
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sUrreally got to see this!
By Nevin Sitler, St. Petersburg Museum of History’s
Director of Education, and Ric Sitler, freelance writer and
retired Army Public Affairs Officer
At last, the Salvador Dali Museum opened its new $36
million facility overlooking Albert Whitted Park this month
to the awe of many. Nearly as bizarre as the artist for
which it is named, the new Dali structure is a work of art
unto itself. The 66,450 sq foot museum, double in size
from its previous location near USF-St. Petersburg, sports
a one-of-a-kind geodesic dome facade nicknamed the
“Glass Enigma,” a DNA strand inspired Helical Staircase,
and a mind-tripping Avant-Garden.
Quite a change from the decades-old former St.
Petersburg municipal warehouse located at 10th and 3rd
Street South, and one that Salvador Dali would surely
have admired for its use of mathematics, nature, and
hidden meanings. More importantly, states Assistant
Curator Dirk Armstrong, the new facility provides more
display space for Dali’s work, a theater, a café,
classrooms, and a student gallery for budding artisans.
And if that wasn’t enough…. visitors will be greeted by a
rain-filled vintage limo.
The “Rainy Taxi” is a 1933 Rolls Royce Sedanca
Limousine, specially restored and outfitted by the Tampa
Bay Automobile Museum to recreate a 1938 Paris exhibit
by the master surrealist. As one might expect with Dali,
the artist had it raining inside the taxi.
That show was so successful Dali repeated the concept
the following year in his hometown of Figueras, Spain,

using his own personal Cadillac. But technology wasn’t
what it is today and the water-logged cars were
ultimately ruined.
The Dali folks asked car
collector Alain A. Cerf,
owner of the Tampa Bay
Auto Museum, to provide a
more substantial and waterproof version for an exhibit
in their new digs. The
Tampa Bay Automobile
Museum, located in Pinellas
Park, features a unique collection of about 50 vintage
vehicles that demonstrate special creativity and
engineering imagination – a perfect choice for the Dali
inspired creation.
According to Cerf, the simulated rain will have spectators
believing that the mannequins inside the vintage taxi are
being soaked, “but not a drop of water will get inside the
car.” Cerf said the 1933 Rolls was selected from his
personal collection because the windows of the pre-war
limo are nearly vertical making the rain effect very visible;
plus, “the driver is outside basking in the Florida sun.”
From raining cars and melting clocks, to lobster phones
and imported rocks, there is much to experience at St.
Petersburg’s latest landmark. The new Dali Museum,
featuring the world's most comprehensive collection of
works by the late Spanish surrealist, is located at One
Dali Boulevard SE and can be found online at to
www.thedali.org.
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Clearwater Beach, Florida...Where the Locals Hang Out
It’s laid back and casual. Been that way since we started in 1926. Here everyone’s somebody and nobody cares. We overlook the Gulf of Mexico;
the beach is at our front door and the sunsets are pretty terrific. There’s live entertainment most days, as long as we can find the extension cord.
Great seafood
seafood, sizzling steaks, chicken and seafood wraps, shrimp and crab chowder, smoked ribs and our
famous beach burgers. Happy hour: Monday - Friday 4-7 p.m.

Palm Pavilion Beachside Grill & Bar
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dali mUseUm - how it all BegaN
by Becky Griffin
Salvador Felipe Jacinto Dali I Domenech was born May 11,
1904 in the small town of Figueres, Spain. He grew up
there and when he married, he and his wife lived in the
same area. Many of his paintings reflect his love for Spain.
In 1928, Dali became internationally known when three of
his paintings were shown in the Pittsburgh Carnegie
International Exhibition. He soon became a leader of the
Surrealist Movement but it didn’t last long. With the political
climate in Europe, he soon became unpopular for his
apolitical stance. During World War II, Dali left Europe,
moving to the United States.
In 1942, the same year they married, A. Reynolds and
Eleanor Morse attended a Dalí retrospective at the
Cleveland Museum of Art. Intrigued by the artist’s subject
matter, and impressed by his technique, they bought their
first painting, Daddy Longlegs of the Evening...Hope!, a year
later for about $1,200. They met Dali in 1943 and began
a 40-year relationship as patrons and friends. Over the
years they joined the artist and his wife in New York, Paris
and the Dalis' home in northeastern Spain. "They were
wonderful fun," said Mrs. Morse. "but we knew also that
Dali wanted us to buy his paintings. He would become
irritated if we bought older ones from a gallery instead of a
new one from him." Their relationship resulted in a
comprehensive collection of original Dalí work.
The Morses displayed their collection in their Cleveland,
Ohio home. In 1965, they loaned over 200 pieces to a Dalí
retrospective. That is when they realized that the results of
their 25 years of collecting needed a permanent home.
In 1971, with Dalí present, the Morses opened a museum
adjacent to their Beachwood, Ohio office building. By the
end of the decade, an overwhelming number of visitors had
viewed the collection of 94 oil paintings, 150 watercolors
and drawings and more than 1,000 prints. In total, the
objects were valued at about $50 million. Afraid the
collection would have to be dismantled and sold to pay
estate taxes, they began to look for a museum to accept the
collection with a promise of not breaking it up. No existing
museum was will to make that commitment.

After reading a story about their dilemma in the New York
Times, Jim Martin a St. Petersburg lawyer contacted them.
He encouraged them to look at a location in St. Petersburg.
The Morses agreed to visit. They saw a downtown marine
warehouse that reminded them of Dali's childhood home in
Spain. They decided it would be perfect and rehabilitated it.
Founded primarily by the Morses, The Salvador Dali
Museum opened March 7, 1982 in that downtown
waterfront building. Reynolds Morse died in 2000, but his
wife Eleanor stayed actively involved in the running of the
museum until shortly before her death last year.
In mid 2008, a new location for the Dali museum was
announced. It was built on the waterfront next to the
Mahaffey Theater, featuring a large glass entryway and
skylight. The new, larger and more storm-secure museum
opened on 1-11-11 at 11:11 am. The museum's collection
of 2140 pieces of Dalí’s work and an extensive archival
library and displays are being periodically rotated.
The museum, a respected member of the international
museum community, has become a destination for about
200,000 tourists a year and an important research facility
for scholars. Find more information about the Dali Museum
on their Web site, to www.thedali.org or visit their new
location at One Dali Blvd. SE, downtown St. Petersburg.
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the NoN-sUrgical eyelift:

the eVolUtioN of facial reJUVeNatioN

“New Fillers Make it Possible to Look Naturally
Younger Without Surgery” - Erika Francis, M.D.
by Stephanie Schlageter
Until now, eliminating under eye bags and hollows meant
undergoing eyelid surgery, or "blepharoplasty." Patients
now have a new alternative that provides natural-looking,
lasting results with no downtime and without the risks or
downtime of surgery. Recent breakthroughs in facial
aesthetics have allowed cosmetic medical specialists to use
a new generation of soft tissue fillers to eliminate the
appearance of baggy, sunken eyes- with no incisions and
no sutures. "There has been an incredible proliferation of
soft tissue fillers over the last few years," said Stephanie,
Medspa Director of Radiance Medspa in Belleair Bluffs, FL.
One such example is Juvederm, the leading FDAapproved soft tissue filler. The procedure itself is performed
with topical numbing cream and only takes minutes to
perform. According to Donna Gosine, ARNP, “the injections
may cause some temporary swelling and redness, which is
usually gone in just a few days.” For many people, this
procedure can provide remarkably natural results.
The evolution of facial rejuvenation is not limited solely to
non-surgical eye lifts. Botox is now the most common nonsurgical facial rejuvenation procedure performed in the
US. Botox is used to smooth out frown lines, crows feet
and other facial wrinkles. It works by temporarily relaxing
targeted muscles, resulting in smoother skin. According to
Cristy Marks, ARNP, “Botox is safe and effective” But, she
strongly recommends Botox procedures be administered by
a qualified practitioner with proper training and experience.
The area’s leading injector of Juvederm, Radiance
Medspa, is right here in our own backyard. Radiance
Medspa is a fully licensed medical facility that performs
literally thousands of Juvederm and other non-surgical
cosmetic procedures each year. Thier Medical treatments
are performed by Erika Francis, M.D., Cristy Marks, ARNP,
and Donna Gosine, ARNP, all highly trained healthcare
professionals who have many years of experience in this
very specialized field of medicine. According to Dr. Francis
you should always inquire as to the qualifications of the
person who will be administering any medical treatments,
“Whether you elect to have Botox, Juvederm, Fraxel, Laser
Hair Removal or any other medical treatment or skin care
procedure, I strongly urge that these treatments and
procedures be performed only by highly qualified and
experienced health care professionals.”
To learn more about the evolution of facial rejuvenation,
you can contact the experts at Radiance Medspa at 727518-7100 or visit www.radiancetampabay.com. You may
attend one of Radiance Medspa’s popular FREE
informational seminars, many with LIVE demonstrations:
slimlipo seminar, Thurs, February 24th, 5:30-6:30pm
Laser Liposuction for permanent removal of unwanted fat
and skin tightening
laser hair removal seminar, Thurs, March 3rd, 5:306:30pm - Get rid of unwanted hair once and for all - on
almost any part of the body
BotoX and Juvederm seminar, Thurs, March 10th,
5:30-6:30pm - These revolutionary treatments can take 10
years off your appearance instantly
thermage and fraxel, Thurs March 24th, 5:30-6:30
pm - Tighten loose skin on the neck, jowls, or upper lids
with Thermage. Remove brown spots, acne scars, large
pores, stretch marks, and fine lines with Fraxel
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2011 legislatiVe sessioN BegiNs
By State Representative Jim Frishe, District 54,
The 2011 Legislative Session,
beginning March 8, 2011, will be
quite fiscally challenging for the
Florida legislature. We will have two
very clear, overarching principles: keep
taxes low and encourage private sector
economic activity.
During our Special Session, we were
able to put money back in the hands
of thousands of Floridians through the
Solar Rebate and Septic Tanks bills and the Medicaid
Memorial made clear our intent to continue reforming
our state’s health care system.
Even though the current year holds a large amount of
federal funds for SPECIFIC appropriations, they will not
be available next year and it is imperative that we
address the absence of these appropriations.
Florida will experience a large budget shortfall. Our goal
is to find solutions, in line with our priorities, to keep taxes
low and encourage private sector economic activity.
We have limited general mechanisms for budget solutions
such as reducing the budget, re-evaluating our funding
needs, looking at Trust Funds for excess balances and
potential revenue re-directions or revenue enhancements.
In order to address these shortfalls, we need to look at
what the primary functions of government are and use
those principles to re-evaluate how and where we are
spending government revenues. Presently, state laws
prescribe how Trust Funds can be spent and there is
limited discretion as the Legislature must make a law
change to alter the intended spending of these funds.
We are disinclined to revenue enhancements, and will
work hard to exhaust all other shortfall solutions.
The severity of the current economic downturn has
overwhelmed the state’s Unemployment Compensation
system. The dramatic rise in payments to unemployed
workers has been driving large, automatic increases in
the employer-paid taxes that fund the system. These
increases are happening at a time of great vulnerability
in Florida’s economy. We will be exploring options to
ease the burden on businesses while maintaining the
long-run solvency of the system.
Once education, health care and justice funds are
accounted for, the rest of the budget is about 5% of GR.
That 5% is Agriculture, Natural Resources, Transportation,
General Government & Economic Development combined.
While public safety, health care and education are the
priorities of government, we must be diligent in holding
government accountable for the way we spend our
citizens’ tax dollars.
The road ahead is going to be steep but I truly believe it
is a road we can travel and a road that will lead in the
right direction for the future of our state. TOGETHER we
can and will make it better.

greeN fest - COTI School, in Indian Rocks, is
holding their 4th Annual GreenFest March 19th, 11am
to 5pm. The day ways be kinder and gentler to our
earth, including educational workshops and eco-friendly
vendors. They will have food, beer/wine, music and a
children’s play area including a bounce house.
Interested Vendors can call Christy Ward at 667-0019.

How It Happened...
In 1993, a storm hit the West Coast of Florida that was not a
hurricane, but it acted like one. It put seven to nine feet of
flood waters into low lying neighborhoods from Tarpon Springs
to Pass-A-Grille. Since it was not a hurricane, it had no official
name, but locally it is called 1993’s No Name Storm. In other
areas of the country the storm has come to be known as The
Storm of the Century, the ‘93 Super Storm, The White Hurricane
and The Great Blizzard of 1993. The last big storm to earn a
similar name was The Great Blizzard in 1899.
Officially the storm was a Subtropical Derecho or Cyclonic
Blizzard. Laymen called it a Nor’easter. It formed in Canada
on March 11th when a northern arctic high collided with low
pressure moving north out of the Gulf of Mexico. At its height,
the storm stretched from Canada to Central America causing
a massive storm over the Central United States.
Thousands of people were stranded by record snowfalls. For
the first time ever, all the major airports on the eastern
seaboard were shut down. All interstate highways north of
Atlanta were closed. The Coast Guard rescued 160 people in
the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean and a freighter
sank in the Gulf.
Area temperatures were typical for early March. The storm‘s
weather service forecast models seemed too extreme, and the
predictions too unbelievable, causing many local television
stations to be reluctant to even broadcast them. But the
computers were right.
Besides producing record low barometric pressure and one of
the nation’s biggest snowstorms, the front produced a strong
squall line that moved through Florida around midnight of
March 13th. It produced straight line wind gusts up to 100
MPH across Florida.
A substantial storm surge was generated from the Panhandle’s
Appalachia to south of Tampa Bay. Storm surges north of
Pinellas County were six to twelve feet above normal. With little
advanced notice, coastal residents woke to the sound of water
lapping at their doors and the Gulf of Mexico rushing into their
homes. Northern cities had higher levels. From Apalachee Bay
down most of Nature’s Coast, tides were reported to be eleven
feet above normal. Cedar Key had nine and a half foot tides,
while Hudson had nine. Tarpon Springs recorded six and a
half feet above normal and Madeira Beach recorded seven.
Following the front, six inches of snow fell in the Florida
panhandle. Temperatures in Tampa Bay immediately
plummeted almost 30 degrees to record levels. With the wind
damage and increased demand, the local power companies
experienced outages leaving thousands of homes without
power for days.
Nationwide, the storm killed 270 people with nearly 50 people
reported missing or lost at sea. The death toll in Florida was
44, seven of which were due to storm surge. 15 tornadoes
struck Florida cities that day, including Treasure Island, Largo
and Tampa. The tornadoes killed seven and injured another
80 people.
This storm affected 26 states and approximately 50% of the
nation’s population. Total damage costs (both insured and
uninsured) exceeded $6 billion, making the No Name Storm
the fourth costliest storm in US history, and by far the most
costly extra-tropical storm in history.
Information supplied by the National Weather Service in Ruskin.

THE NO NAME STOR
indian rocks Beach

As we remember it...

“We had just purchased our Belleair Beach home on March 1,
1993. Twelve days later we had the No Name Storm. We were
still unpacking on that night and went to bed around
10:30pm. During the night, our daughter Suzy woke us up
shouting that water was coming into her bedroom. I jumped
out of bed and found water in the hallway. I flipped on a light
and saw water squirting through the jalousie door. I went to
the garage to get towels. The water was almost up to the door
handle. Obviously, at this point we needed more than towels.
By daylight, the water stretched from the Gulf of Mexico to the
Intracoastal. Our house was an island. Everything in the
garage and lanai was floating or under salt water. Before
moving in, we had the entire house remodeled, painted, and
carpeted. Most of our improvements were lost. We also lost a
car, our appliances and thousands of dollars in tools. What
really hurt was the memorabilia of our past including never-tobe-replaced family photographs and year books. This was our
welcome to Belleair Beach. I asked my wife if she seriously
wanted to live at the beach. Her reply? “This is the price you
pay to live in paradise.”
Stan Sofer, Commissioner, Belleair Beach
“We moved to Belleair Beach in 1988 and the No Name
Storm was like nothing I had ever seen. I awoke at dawn,
because the dogs were barking. The wind was howling and the
rain pelted down. As I peered outside, I noticed I could not see
our dock. Water was lapping at our pavers and the dock was
underwater. I saw a neighbor’s boat was stuck on top of
another neighbor’s dock. What was going on? I tried to turn
on the lights, but there was no power. Belle Isle was totally
flooded. Cars parked on the street had water up to their
windows. I was amazed that some people tried to drive
through it. The phones worked but only sporadically. I stood
out front and watched waves rushing over Gulf Blvd. Power
lines and poles were down. I knew this was no ordinary storm.
It came with no warning. We on Howard Drive, were lucky in
that no houses sustained any water damage from the storm
surge. The same was not true for the rest of the city. Days later,
I saw carpeting, water heaters and various other household
items piled high by the curb. I truly believe the good that came
from our “perfect storm” was the community bond of
neighbors helping neighbors. I thank my neighbors.
Kathy Mortensen, Commissioner Belleair Beach, Howard Ave.
“We are now living in Belleair Beach, but in 1993 we lived in a
mobile home park in Tarpon Springs. I apparently slept through
the storm while my trailer rocked. When we went outside, I had
two feet of moss and growth from the oak trees all over the
park. It took a few days to rake and clean up the debris. Later,
we went down to the docks and were amazed to see very large
vessels blown onto Alternate 19. They blew up in the air, out of
the marina and landed on and around the road. There was
quite a lot of damage toward the Gulf. Now we live in Belleair
Beach and have evacuated on two or three other occasions. We
now know don’t try and take on ‘Mother Nature’. It was lucky we
did not get blown away in 1993.”
James Imfeld, now living in Belleair Beach
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We had just moved here from Scottsdale AZ. We decided to rent
“We had just moved here from Scottsdale, AZ and were
renting a house in Belleair Beach until we could find a house to
buy. The whole living by the water thing was a new experience for
us. A couple weeks prior to March 13th, my elderly parents drove
down from Iowa to enjoy the Florida weather and help us
unpack.

clearwater Beach
We were returning to our condo in Sand Key that night,
dodging trash, trees, chairs, beach umbrellas and other debris
in the road. We watched transformers blow up like fireworks.
Our condo was dark with no power. Our unit was cold and the
building shuddered. Enormous waves threw themselves against
the seawall. The next morning we could see that the tiki huts
were gone, the pool was filled with beach stuff, and the
remains of the fishing pier were scattered throughout the
parking garage. The water reached the rims of the parked cars
. When we left the beach, the police stopped us. We had to
prove that we lived there and were not gawkers or looters. The
power was restored later that day. We will never ignore the
strength of mother nature.
G.E. Konold, 1480 Gulf Blvd., Sand Key
I had just moved here in October of 1992 and was living in an
apartment on Blind Pass Road, St Pete Beach. For a few days, I
had heard reports of a bad storm coming, but forecasts don’t
always materialize. I figured we might get some rain and cold
weather. The TV weather men warned us to bring in lawn
furniture. Relatives up north started calling. They saw it on the
Weather Channel and were worried about us. Then the winds
began coming from the northwest. It was as if someone was
shooting a fire hose at the building, the rain was that intense.
The next morning I was stunned to see storm water in the
middle of Blind Pass Road. The folks downstairs had water in
their unit. After watching TV coverage of people in Tampa
being rescued in National Guard trucks, we decided we had
seen enough and turned on the radio. The DJ announced that
they were about to use the Emergency Alert System. Governor
Chiles got on the air to make an announcement about the
damage and he declared a state of emergency. Once the
waters receded, we bundled up and went outside. The wind
was howling and the temperatures were frigid. We heard the
windows of the South Pasadena Kash N Karry had broken
during the storm. The wind was as bad as I have ever seen. I
had to struggle to keep on my feet, leaning into the wind to
keep my balance. Monday morning, on my way to work on
Central Avenue, I was astonished to see how much damage
there was. Trees were uprooted, large limbs were cut in pieces,
and stacked on the sides of the roads, and a number of
business signs were blown down. It is amazing how much
damage happened without it being a named storm.
Tom Iovino, Public Information - Office of Emergency Mgmt
“My husband and I live in Sand Key. We were awakened by the
loud noise coming from the Gulf. We could not believe it when
we saw the waves gushing over the seawall. When we looked
down at the parking lot, we saw cars floating. There was no
street, just water from the Intracoastal. We lost two of our
vehicles to water damage. We tried to walk down the
emergency stairs, but the water was midway up to the first
floor. We met a visitor from Michigan in the stairwell that was
very scared. She came back to our condo and stayed several
hours. To this day, we are still friends. Later that day we drove
over to the mainland. I was amazed that NO ONE there knew
anything had occurred. It was certainly a freak coastal storm.”
Arlene Mather, Sand Key

The week of the 13th, I had to go out of town for business. A coworker and I flew home that Friday. Our wives picked us up
around 6 pm and we went out for dinner. We sat outside to eat
as it was a very nice evening. Our wives said there was a storm
coming, but we really didn’t give it much thought.
My daughter, a junior at Largo High was out that night. About
11:30 things started happening. Fortunately, my daughter got to
our house about 12:30. All night the wind kept blowing harder. I
got up several times to check things out.
About 4:30 am the sound of the wind was incredible. I got up to
check on things. I peeked outside but didn’t see any problems.
About 6 am I got up because my daughter’s car alarm was
sounding. I stepped out of bed into water. My initial reaction was
the roof was leaking. I looked outside. The water was up to the
house’s window sills and I saw my daughter’s car disappear. With
water rising in the house I thought it best to kill the power. We
had to account for three cats and a dog. Not having any kind of
experience with something like this I called 911. The only advice
they could give was should the water continue to rise, get
everyone on the roof. I wasn’t sure just how to accomplish that
safely with the wind blowing the way it was.
As we watched the water level, my Dad and I started stacking
furniture with the most valuable stuff on the top of the stack. Since
we had just moved in, we had stacks of unpacked boxes in the
garage. When I went to check on them, the bottom row was
soaked and had collapsed, putting all 75 boxes in the salt water.
Fortunately, the water did not get much higher. By noon, most of
the water had receded. What was left behind was disheartening.
The good news was everyone was ok. The bad news was that we
lost many family mementoes that could not be replaced. We lost
old family photos; an old family handed-down piano, books and
many other items that all fell victim to the salt water.
To make it worse, we had no insurance. When we moved to
Florida, insurance was hard to come by due to hurricane Andrew,
which hit the prior August. Most people told us that we didn’t
need to worry about flood insurance until around June anyway.
We had just purchased my daughter’s car the week before and it
had to be totaled. My Dad’s car, which we had thoroughly
cleaned professionally, eventually had to be junked due to
extensive electrical and body corrosion.
We were without electricity for about a week until the landlord
could get someone to come check the wiring. Until we moved out
of that house I always worried about an electrical fire. We had to
pull up all the carpet and pads, with no help from the landlord,
and pile it along the street. We cleaned all the appliances, again
with no help from the landlord. Other than carpet, not much else
was done to the house. The drywall was not replaced. Living
there was challenging, and the smell of salt water never left.
Within a week there was nothing growing outside green. The
grass, the leaves on the trees, the plants, all turned brown.
We were lucky. The stories of human loss that slowly began to
appear in the paper over the following weeks made us feel even
luckier. It was an experience I will never forget. As a side note.
We did buy a house. It is in Belleair, and 65 feet above sea level!
Bob & Julie Ford, Belleair Beach
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Business Briefs...
Belleair Jewelry artist
desigNs for dali
Commissioned by The Dali Museum,
Belleair jewelry artist Robert Young, is
designing jewelry for the Museum store.
The helical spiral staircase at The Dali is
the inspiration for these earrings and
they are currently available for purchase
at the Museum. Architect Yann
Weymouth, the designer of the dynamic
new building, bought the first pair.
Robert is in the process of designing
more items for the Dali and hopes to
have them available in a few months.
__________________________________
smith & associates opeNs The
Belleair office will have its Grand Opening, which will be
open to the public, February 24th. This is their third
location, with others in South Tampa, which opened 43
years ago, and St. Petersburg, opened in 2002. They
already have 8 agents affiliated with their Belleair office
and plan to add 17 more. Jenny Lee will be the office
administrator. Very active in the community, they look
forward to bringing that commitment to the Belleair area.
_________________________________________________
25 years old Hale’s Air Conditioning has been in
business in Pinellas County, since 1986. Hales’s grew
from a one-man start-up, operating out of their garage,
to 16 employees who provide all aspects of residential
and commercial air conditioning and heating. “We have
grown in many ways since our start. I feel privileged to
have served our customers these 25 years,” says owner
Steve Hale. “We look forward to the next 25 years.”
____________________
50th aNNiVersary
story coNtest the
Bluffs Animal Hospital
opened January 1,
1961. As part of their
50th celebration, they
are sponsoring a story
contest. Send them
your favorite funny or
interesting story about
a past visit or a memory of Bluffs Animal Hospital
through the decades. At the end of each month, a
winner will be chosen to receive 6 months of Heartgard
and Frontline for 1 pet! Applications are available at
www.bluffsanimal.com or at their front desk. The best
stories will also be published on their website.
_________________________________________________
radiaNce medspa is celebrating their Fifth
Anniversary. Radiance has established a reputation as a
first class provider of all the latest non-surgical medical
technologies and services including BOTOX, Juvederm,
Fraxel Laser Treatments, Thermage Skin Tightening, Laser
Hair Removal and SlimLipo Laser Liposuction. Radiance
Medspa holds numerous titles and awards including the
Black Diamond Award for Fraxel & Thermage treatments.
They are the #1 injector of Juvederm in the Florida and is
a platinum plus provider of BOTOX. Radiance Medspa's
Medical Director, Dr. Erika Francis, is a national trainer
for the SlimLipo Laser procedure and performs this service
in Belleair Bluffs at Radiance Medspa. To celebrate, they
are offering great packages and specials. Find out more
at radiancetampabay.com or call 727-518-7100.
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Beach commUNity food paNtry
by Anny Tarrant, Public Awareness & Response
Recently, I was listening to the radio and one of those
nostalgic moments seeped into my memory.
Remembering my youth and how hopes for the future
were limitless. I had a warm house, loving parents, and
always plenty of good food to eat. Never can I
remember a moment that did not include those three
components. However, as I sit and review the recent
figures of our Beach Community Food Pantry (BCFP) I
am amazed at how many families are missing at least 1
if not all three components that I so easily assumed were
part of everyones life: food, shelter, love.
November brought 277 patrons to our door feeding
741 family members and welcomed 20 new patrons
and their families. Those numbers represent children,
the sick and the elderly. They represent the unemployed
or the barely employed. Those numbers represent a
crisis situation that forecasts to get even worse.
Staggering numbers considering that our budget is not
limitless. We rely on the charity of others. The assistance
from our community is CRITICAL to assuring at least one
of the components : FOOD
Organizations like our local Rotary, Indian Rocks Beach
Homeowners Association and the Fire Department are
the lifesavers literally as well as figuratively. They sustain
our cupboards with financial assistance. Chuck Pond,
who manages the BCFP stated we go through $1400 a
month in spite of donated food. We could not stay open
without continued financial support from our community.
Volunteers Gail Webster-Macfarlane and Lee Tong are
there distributing food weekly as well as using their own
resources to help the families that visit our BCFP. Gail
has donated countless children's books that parents take
home to read to their children. Lee brings in 6 to 10
bags of food through out the month loaded with
chicken, flour and butter. We need it all.
We need it all. The large financial donations, the
individual donations, and all the energy one can offer to
help those that struggle with day to day needs. Please
remember your local Food Pantry. We are in critical
times, which requires critical response.
In closing I will quote the lyrics that brought me to this
moment hoping it will inspire all of us to feel that hope is
still alive, well and in all of us. " What the world needs now
is love, sweet love. No not just for some but for everyone."
For more information or to make a donation you can call
Annie at 813.245.6758
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Restaurant News
New owNer J. M. Collot de
Grasperi (Jean Michele) is the new
owner of Le Bouchon Restaurant. He is
from Dijon, France and plans to keep
the cuisine authentically French. Jean
Michele has been in the US for five
years and most recently operated a
Miami restaurant.
__________________________________
hoNg koNg restaUraNt
eXpaNdiNg The small restaurant at
1901 West Bay is tripling in size.
Owner Helen Lee, is used to running
much larger restaurants. When the two spaces to the east
finally became available, she decided it was time to
expand. Look for more tables in the very near future. They
deliver,
too. Call them at 582-9998.
_________________________________________________
UNder coNstrUctioN Beef-O-Brady’s construction
has begun. This new located on Walsingham is near the
Wal-Mart Neighborhood store, next to the Chinese
restaurant. They hope to open in March.
___________________________________________________
more doNUts! Gram’s Old Fashioned Donuts opened
at 11987 Indian Rocks Road, near the Pizza Shack.
Gram’s also offers sandwiches for lunch. It is owned by
Howard Robinson.
_________________________________
hooters opeNs iN JohN’s
pass Village Located at the west
end of the boardwalk, it is next door to
Bubba Gump’s restaurant. The 6,000
square foot restaurant has 50 tables,
an outside bar and waterfront dining.
_________________________________
eXpaNsioN Now that they get to
stay in the country, Indian Rock’s Cafe
de Paris Bakery is planning to expand
into the space to the south of their
store. Plans are still being drawn, so
they don’t have an opening date yet.
_________________________________
lUNch at cody’s, agaiN Started,
then stopped, lunch is now being
served again at Cody’s, Friday’s only. They open at
11:30am. They will continue to offer lunch as long as
there is enough business to support it.
___________________________________________________
restaUraNteUr recogNiZed Frank Chivas, one of
the owners of Baystar Restaurants, which includes Marlin
Darlin, was featured in the magazine “Cooking for Profit”
as one of area’s top restauranteurs. The magazine, a
leading national food service periodical, highlighted the
successful business mix Chivas has incorporated within his
Pinellas beach-themed restaurants. Which also includes
Island Way Grill, Rumba Island Grill and Salt Rock Grill.
___________________________________________________
mako’s still tryiNg to opeN The construction is
on going with plans to open soon. This non-smoking bar
will have an emphasis on music and dancing. It won’t be a
restaurant, but they do plan to have a limited menu. It is
located at 14450 Walsingham Road.
___________________________________________________
closed Indian Rocks Beach’s Marker 34, which until
recently was Brewmasters, closed in January. Owner
and comedian G. David Howard is still doing his
comedy shows at other locations.
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might yoU Be a Vip?
VolUNteers iN piNellas
by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
Most people think Pinellas County is a
great place to live, work and play. Our
beaches, our climate and our recreational
amenities make this area the vacation
destination choice of nearly five million
overnight visitors a year. Many of these
vacation visitors have chosen to become
permanent residents, and it’s no surprise that Pinellas
County is Florida’s most densely populated county.
But our comfortable lifestyle doesn’t happen by magic.
Your local government is hard at work every day
providing essential services to both the unincorporated
neighborhoods and all those residents who live within
Pinellas County’s 24 municipalities.
These services are delivered by a hard-working staff of
dedicated individuals who are proud to set the standard
for public service in America and who are committed to
the task of providing for our local communities.
In recent years, the faltering economy has placed an
increasingly greater burden on local government’s ability
to provide for its citizens. Property taxes, your local
government’s primary source of operating revenue, have
decreased significantly over the last several years. This
has led to the elimination of many government programs,
consolidation of several county departments and a
reduction in the Pinellas County workforce.
This year, county staff was cut by 232 positions, which
brings us down to our lowest staffing levels since 1985.
That might be OK if we could turn the clock back, but we

can’t. We can’t close the parks that have been opened
since then, we can’t do anything about our population
increases, we can’t unbuild the roads or demolish the
public buildings that were constructed since then.
So, we’re looking for some VIPs - Volunteers in Pinellas not to replace employees, but to enhance our service
delivery systems.
Administrative skills are always welcomed. But if you like
to be outdoors, work with animals, function as a goodwill
ambassador or assist with activities at our educational
centers, we have a spot for you.
Volunteers can provide just a few hours a month or
several hours a week. Some people volunteer for a oneday event. Others stay for decades. Recently, Heritage
Village honored five women who served as docents at
that facility for 30 years.
Volunteers pick up new skills. They keep the old skills
sharp. They stay busy, meet new friends and can improve
their networking matrix.
And they come in all ages. Our junior volunteer program
recruits youngsters from 12 to 17. Family projects can
involve children even younger.
Visit pinellascounty.org/volunteer and browse all the
volunteer opportunities or call (727) 464-VIPS(8477). Enlist
a group of friends or workmates for a one-time volunteer
event, or sign up for a regular assignment. Volunteer
positions are grouped by interest or by geographic locations
so you can find something close to your neighborhood.
Pinellas County government is looking to place the right
volunteers within the right positions to enhance the level of
service provided to our public. If you have time to spare,
give some of that time to us and make a difference.
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city goVerNmeNt News
Belleair BlUffs
FIRE STATION OPEN HOUSE
- For those who are
interested in the workings of
a fire house, Largo Fire
Rescue is hosting an open
house on February 26, 2011
from 2 - 5 pm. Their annual
Chili Cookoff will be raising money for the Children's
Burn Foundation, there will fire engine rides, face
painting, station tours and lots of fun and educational
opportunities for the everyone.
FIRE STATION SOON? - In January, Largo Fire Chief Mike
Wallace told Commissioners that they are very close to
closing the deal for the site near Suncoast Hospital,
approximately a mile and a half south of West Bay. Largo
began managing Belleair Bluff’s fire service in 2010 and
plans to build a new fire station there to service both
Belleair Bluffs and other parts of Largo.

Belleair shores

ACCESS CODES The PSF&R Fire Department has asked
residents for the access codes to Gulf Blvd. homes with
electronic gates, so they can enter in an emergency. Fire
Chief Robert Polk met with the City Commission to discuss
this matter. Letters were sent to all the Gulf front
homeowners. Safe guards have been put in place to insure
that the codes remain private. When the 9-1-1 operators
send the fire department a message, it will also send the
access code over their system.

towN of Belleair

SPRING FLING Join the
Belleair Civic Association and
the Belleair Recreation
Department for a morning of
fun, Saturday, April 23rd
from10 am to noon at the
Dimmitt Community Center.
The morning starts with the egg hunt and toss, the
Easter Bunny and races. It is followed by Arbor Day
activities, flower planting, bounce houses, prizes, music,
DJ and lots of fun! For more information, call 518-3728.
STABILIZING THE BLUFFS A $4 to $5 million dollar plan
to stabilize Belleair‘s bluffs has been suspended after
residents expressed concern that it may be overkill. City
officials had said the bluffs along Belleair’s western
edge are eroding. Residents provided photos showing
otherwise. The engineers decided to take another look.

Belleair Beach

MARCH 8th ELECTION One of the few area cities have an
election, Belleair Beach will be electing a new mayor. It will
either be Kathy Mortenson or Stan Sofer, both current City
Commissioners. Three city commissioner candidates, Jeril
Cohen, John Pietrowski and Wanda Schwerer, are
unopposed will be automatically elected. There are also 5
charter amendments on the ballot. See them in advance at
www.VotePinellas.com. There will not be any early voting
with this election. Cast your vote at City Hall, 7am to 7pm.
SHORT TERM RENTALS After much debate, short term
rental requirements will remain at 3 months. Some
residents wanted them longer, others shorter.
CAVALLI GONE The city’s Public Works director Peter
Cavalli resigned in December to pursue other
opportunities. Cavalli was also the city’s IT person.
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keepiNg oUr seNse of hUmor
dUriNg taX seasoN
Deb Hilleary, Home Income Tax Service, Inc
In the spirit of keeping our sense of humor during tax
season I’m sharing the latest news on wacky attempts to
reduce taxable income. It’s no secret that the biggest red
flag for the IRS is the home office deduction. It’s been
reported that one business owner included receipts for
toilet paper in his home office deduction! What qualifies
as a medical expense? There’s the story of the woman
who gave her accountant receipts for over $35,000 for
ballroom dancing to be used towards her medical
deduction because her doctor recommended it for her
arthritis; she included receipts for the lessons, ball gowns
and trips with her dance instructor! The all-time favorite
appears to be the question of whether pets can be
claimed as dependents. We have two golden retrievers,
a Quaker parrot and some saltwater fish who qualify as
members of our household but they are not dependents
in the eyes of the IRS. Taxes are a serious subject and
while we all want to reduce our taxable income, risking
an IRS audit is not worth the effort. None of the
scenarios in this article are legitimate! Consult with a tax
professional or, for some light bedtime reading, visit
irs.gov if you have questions about the rules.
Deb Hilleary is an accountant and tax professional with
Home Income Tax Service, Inc. in Belleair Bluffs. Home
Income Tax Service, Inc. provides professional accounting
and tax preparation services for individuals, small
businesses, estates and trusts. Call her at 586-7312.

wiNter fire safety
By Michael J. Wallace Fire Chief, Largo Fire Rescue
Winter in Florida is paradise to those in the northern
United States. While we complain about temperatures in
the 40's and 50's, snow blankets 49 of the 50 states.
However, the fire department sees a significant rise in
fires during the winter months. The most common cause
of significant winter fires in our area is space heaters,
which are left too close to combustible material. A
heater left next to a bed or drapes can heat the material
to the point where it will catch fire. These fires typically
occur late at night while the residents are sleeping and
in some tragic cases the victims are overcome by smoke
before the fire can harm them. Smoke alarms are most
important during these months. Check your alarm each
month during this winter season to ensure it is working.
The second most common cause for residential fires is
unattended candles. These decorative household
adornments can very quickly spread to a nearby window
treatment or wooden dresser. Again the best defense is a
working smoke alarm. Of course never leave lit candles
unattended. Be fire safe. Take time to check your alarms
and avoid keeping space heaters closer than 3 feet from
combustible items.

eXercise aNd teNNis classes
City of Belleair Beach is offering Fit Forever Exercise
Class Monday and Wednesday, 9-10 am, and Stretch
and Flex Yoga Fridays at 9:15 am. Call 434-7777
Free Introductory Tennis Lessons:
Monday, March 14, 6:30 pm
Tuesday, March 15, 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Call Jim Rudolph 727-458-6727 for more information
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aNother cold
wiNter?

Do you remember last year’s winter?
Most of us have dead or damaged palm
trees to remind us. The fish kill in the
Gulf of Mexico and the Intracoastal was
worse than one of our summer red
tides. Hundreds of sea turtles found
stunned and almost dead were rushed
to the Clearwater Marine Aquarium to
be rehabilitated. Manatees across the
state died in record numbers. Even
some dolphins struggled.
Records show that of the 700 manatees
who died in 2010, 244 were from cold
water stress. The previous year, only 56 died from the
cold. That is an increase of over 300%.
In January, the below normal cold air lasted 13 days,
without a break with Pinellas temperatures regularly
reaching as low as 33 degrees. From January 2 to 14,
we had consecutive lows at or below 45 degrees. From
January 9 to 12, the lows were at or below 37. On
January 11th, the low in St Petersburg registered 33.
Temperatures are collected at the St Petersburg station.
Last year’s winter season (December 22, 2009 to March
19, 2010), was either the coldest or second coldest on
record, depending the area. According to the National
Weather Service’s Tampa office, who have been keeping
records since 1890, the winter of 2009-10 was one of
the coldest on record.
The average in Brooksville was 55.3 degrees, which
broke a record set in 1920. In Plant City, the average
was 56.1, which is the lowest ever. In Tampa, it was
55.6, which was the second lowest since 1979. In St
Petersburg, the average was 56.9, the lowest ever,
beating a mark going back to 1940. Pinellas
temperatures are much higher than the rest of the
Tampa Bay area, due the warmer surrounding water.
These cold readings have been attributed to the ‘Arctic
Oscillation’. When this happens, the cold arctic air tends
to plunge further south, which is why we had a
seemingly unending train of cold fronts sweeping
through the state every few days. They say this weather
pattern will not happen again this winter, but December
2010 seems to have picked up where last winter left off.
Let’s hope we don’t have a repeat performance!
Information supplied to us by the National Weather Service
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BelleView Biltmore Update
by Tom Shelly, Belleair Commissioner
The Local Governments involved do
not know the intensions of the Hedge
Fund that purchased the Belleview
Biltmore properties. It appears the
new Owners may break up the
properties and sell them off.
The Pinellas County Property
Appraiser and Pinellas County Clerk
of the Court show a Special Warranty Deed’s in Lieu of
Foreclosure on the Hotel & Golf Course properties. A
Leasehold Estate Assignment in Lieu of Foreclosure was
recorded on the Cabana Club.
The Pinellas County Property Appraiser shows that the
sale occurred on December 20, 2010. The Sale Values
are listed as Follows – Cabana Club 3,200,000. Golf
Course $1,680,000, and the Belleview Biltmore Hotel at
$3,120,000.
The Belleview Biltmore Hotel is currently owned by a
group of investors through a holding company, KAS BB
Holdings LLC. KAS BB Holdings owns BB3 Holdings and
a mortgage note on the three properties of original
value of $26.8 million that has been reduced to $8
million. BB3 Holdings also owns the three entities that
own individually the deeds to each of the three main
assets that encompass the Belleview Biltmore property.
1. BB Beach LLC owns the Beach Cabana Club at 1590
Gulf Blvd, Clearwater, FL 33767 - The Original property
composing the beach cabana club - approximately 1.38
acres. under a 186-year lease that is both beachfront and
with intracoastal access, including several boat slips. The
restaurant is closed and not in operation.
2. BB Hotel LLC owns the Belleview Biltmore Hotel at 25
Belleview Blvd, Clearwater, FL 33756 - The Original
grounds of the Belleview Hotel. Slightly over 20 acres all
inclusive, including the entire hotel, an attached house
and water tower property with easements and access to
the intracoastal waters.
3. BB Golf LLC owns the Biltmore Golf Club at 1501
Indian Rocks Rd, Belleair, FL 33756 - The only operational
portion of the three entities; roughly 135 acres including
the 18-hole D. Ross golf course, a club house, pro-shop
and related entities. The new Owners are currently restructuring the golf operation and are intimately involved
with the day-to-day business.
The Hotel and Beach Cabana were closed for
renovation in June 2009 and 2008, respectively.
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clearwater commUNity sailiNg ceNter News
The Clearwater
Community Sailing
Center offers a wide
variety of
environmentally
friendly water
activities including
sailing, kayaking,
windsurfing, and
standup paddling.
They offer lessons,
team builders,
rentals, camps and
clinics designed to
meet your groups specific needs. All lessons are
instructed by a US Sailing Certified Instructor. On
Saturday & Sunday they offer an Adult Learn to Sail Class
from 9:30-12:30. This class is an introductory course that
includes safety, sailboat parts, wind awareness, how the
sail works, rigging and on water instruction. The boat you
learn on will depend on the prevailing weather conditions
on that specific weekend. they also offer a Youth Learn
to Sail Class from 9:30-12:30, this class is designed to
teach your youth the basic elements of sailing in a safe
and fun environment and is also conducted from 9:3012:30. These courses will teach you to sail safely and
confidently.
For those who can afford the opportunity to Learn to Sail
during the week, and are looking to learn on a specific
class of boat, they offer various classes that begin the first
week of each month.
Tuesday – Advanced Level on Opti-Prams

Wednesday – Catamaran Sailing on Hobie Wave or
Getaway
Thursday – Beginner Level on Opti-Prams
Friday – Sunfish Sailing.
CCSC has Youth Sailing Teams that practice Saturday
and Sunday. They have an Opti Team for our younger
youth and a 420 team for our middle to high school age
youth. They also have windsurfing and laser teams that
practice and sail out of CCSC.
They have monthly fun club racing where our members and
guests can come out and test their sailing skills against
other sailors in a variety of boat classes. The next fun club
race date is February 12th. Skippers meeting is at 12pm
and sailing begins at 12:30. This is open to the public.
The sailing center is home to Kahuna Kai offering the
latest watersport craze of standup paddling. For those
who want something to do when the wind is at a lull, they
have several paddleboards for rent. Kahuna Kai offers
lessons, rentals, fit classes, and group outings.
If you are looking for a great place to hold a wedding
reception, birthday party, or small company picnic with
unique on-the-water activities, give CCSC a call they can
assist you in designing a party for the pirate in you.
They are also an accessible facility and home to
Sailability Greater Tampa Bay. This program affords
accessible sailing activities and education to persons with
all abilities, young and old.
Coming up – there will be Spring Break Youth Sailing
Camps running from March 28th through April 1st. The
camp is designed for youth ages 8-17. They will be
offering: Opti, Sunfish, Hobie’s and Windsurfing. They
need 3 in each camp to hold it. Sign up now!
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Organizational News...
Belleair gardeN clUB They will host the 4th Annual
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party and Luncheon, Wednesday, April
13, at 11am. The lunch event is $30 per person. There
will be prizes for the most original, creative, romantic and
craziest hats. Included will be a Chinese Auction, live
auction, lunch and lots of fun. Tickets are available from
any member. Visit www. BelleairGardenClub.com or call
Judy Hanks, 595-7233 or Barbara Chapman, 581-8929
for more details. They meet at 903 Ponce de Leon Blvd. in
the Town of Belleair. Their next meetings are
March 2: All About Orchids
March 9: Flower Arrangements
April 6: Plants As Accents
April 13: The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party
Membership is $50 per year. Call Barbara Chapman at
581-8929 for membership information.
Belleair Beach ladies lUNcheoN clUB Meets
the second Tuesday each month, Oct. to May. March 8
they will be at Bonefish Grill, 11:30am, with speaker Chef
John Lewis of Creative Culinary Services. He will
demonstrate two special dishes for St Patrick’s Day meals.
April 12 they are meeting at the St Pete Yacht Club. A bus,
scheduled to take everyone to downtown St Petersburg,
will leave the Publix Supermarket on West Bay at 11am
sharp. There will be two additional hours allocated for
shopping. The cost is $35 each and includes Mimosa’s on
the bus. Please RSVP for these meetings to Allice Tucker at
584-1532. Membership, $15 a year, is open to area
residents. Call Barbara Chapman at 581-8929.
Belleair womeN's repUBlicaN clUB meets on the
first Friday of the month for lunch at the Belleair Country
Club, at 11:45am with issue related speakers. March 4 is
the annual Fundraising Fashion Show,“Cirque of
Fashions” with modeling by Republican Elected officials.
Fashions for women are from Patchington, men by Joseph
A. Banks. The Lunch and Fashion show is $35. RSVP for
either to Corrine Schlising, 724-3242 or Cindy Bie at
595-5025. Get more information on the Web site at
BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com.
Belleair Beach islaNd gardeN clUB is
presenting the Fall Bazaar Trade Show...in the Spring on
Saturday, March 12, 8am to 2pm, at the Belleair Beach
City Hall. Indoor and outdoor space is still available for
$20 to the first 30 vendors. For more information, call
Sara Kolodisa at 593-1733 or Ann Petrak at 593-0306.
The group, now in its 63rd year, meets the third
Wednesday of each month (Oct. through April) on the
second floor of Belleair Beach’s Community Center at
10:30am. Membership is $20 per year and guests are
welcome. Contact Jan Rives, 644-7191 for information.
aNtiQUe alley merchaNts are holding their Spring
Antique Show on Sunday, March 13th, from 9am to 4pm.
There will be over 50 dealers. Admission is free. It is a fun
way to see the shops at 580 North Indian Rocks Road.
Call 581-6585 for more information.
Belleair Bridge clUB plays twice a week in the City
Hall Auditorium. It is coordinated by the Belleair
Recreation Center. Call Betty Grandoff at 669- 5283.
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More News...
Belleair social clUB They have many events
planned including concerts, shows, day trips, breakfast
meetings and pot luck dinners. They meet at 9am Tuesday
mornings inside Panera Bread, for coffee and socializing.
Join them at a different restaurant Sunday evenings at
6pm. Membership is open to Belleair area seniors 60 and
over, and you do not have to be single. Call Mary Lou
McCarthy at 581-6189 for more information.
Belleair ciVic associatioN Join them and the
Belleair Recreation Department for a morning of fun at
Spring Fest, Saturday, April 23rd from10am-12pm at the
Dimmitt Community Center. The morning includes egg
hunt, egg toss, Easter Bunny, and races. For more
information, call 727-518-3728. If you want to help or
get involved, call Sandy Tuten at 581-7314 or Sherrie
Morton at 581-8313
Belleair area rotary meets at 12:15pm, every
Thursday, at the Belleair Country Club. The third Thursday
of every month is the general assembly and Board
meeting. For information, call Vicki Morgan, President at
251-8277 or Ed Shaughnessy at 461-7171.
Their casino style event, A Wine and Tapas Extravaganza
is March 24th at the Largo Cultural Center from 6-9pm. It
will feature local restaurants including Bonefish Grill, E&E
Stakeout, O’Keefe’s, Rusty’s Bistro, Surf &Turf Market, Thai
Coconut, Watercolour Steakhouse and many more. Tickets
are $35 advanced, $40 at the door. Buy them online at
www. BelleairRotary.org or call 251-8277.
The Belleair Rotary Club donated 112 Webster’s
dictionaries to the students of Belleair Elementary. Seven
third grade classes received the dictionaries. The Beleair
Rotary is an active sponsor of various programs at the
Belleair Elementary School and many members volunteer
their time and services to assist the school.

coast gUard aUXiliary, who teaches safe boating
classes in the area, has moved to a new location on
Clearwater Beach. In conjunction with their new
partnership with the City of Clearwater, they are holding
classes in the Police Sub Station on Bayway Blvd. The
Auxiliary conducts monthly meetings and teaches safety
classes in that building. The first class of 2011 included
eleven area residents. The course is a two day, 10 hours
session. For more information on these and other safety
courses, call 786-0959.
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how to miNimiZe stress wheN moViNg oN
by William Murphy, Owner of Encore Events & Estate Svs.
Change happens regularly throughout life. The kids grow
up, we downsize. A marriage fails, we break up a
household. A better job comes up, we relocate. Transitions
such as these cause upheaval in our lives and are often
stressful. There are many out-of-the-ordinary details to
arrange, such as what to do with a houseful of items
collected over one’s lifetime. During life transitions, we
usually have to lighten our load before we can move on.
If you are part of that 5% of the population who are
minimalists, it’s easy to pack up and move on. The rest of
us are left with few options. Becoming a minimalist goes
against the grain for many, but we all could do some
decluttering, discarding and eliminating the no-longeruseful while life is running smoothly. Then when it comes
time to move on, we could just pack up and go. Let’s take
a look at the options most of us are left with.
Give Your Things Away - The problem with giving things to
your children is failing to realize they live in a world
different than yours. They may eat meals out of take-out
containers and have no use for your set of fine china or
well-polished silver. There may be no takers for your
collection of 400 salt-and-pepper sets. You can be pretty
sure friends and relatives will start to avoid you if you are
constantly trying to pawn off your well-used furniture on
them! The fact is these people have housefuls already. You
don’t want to obligate them to take yours.
Donate Your Things - Donating to charity is not as simple
as it used to be. These days, donation centers are often as
picky as your children as far as what they will accept. You
are also at the charity’s mercy for a pick-up schedule. You
lose time as well as forfeit money.
Pay to Take Away - Calling a clean-out service is another
option. They have huge trucks and empty your property in
a few hours. Fast? Yes. But instead of returning money to
your pocket, you often pay them to take your things away.
Hold a Garage Sale - Many people opt to hold a garage
sale, or a series of them. This is a formidable task for a
do-it-yourselfer, especially when trying to sell the home’s
entire contents. One has to deal with strangers, early birds,
looky-loos and the nickel-and-dimers. It’s also easy to be
taken advantage of. We’ve all heard stories of the savvy
garage sale buyer snapping up a $1,000 painting for fifty
cents. Advertising is expensive, crowd control is daunting
and the sheer volume of items to be sold makes a do-ityourself garage sale a costly and time-intensive project.
Hire a Professional - The fourth option is perhaps the
easiest and most profitable. An experienced liquidator can
be trusted to properly value the contents, has advertising
resources, and is usually staffed to handle all the staging,
pricing and crowd control details of an on-site liquidation.
You will usually pay a percentage of the sale proceeds for
this service; thus it is in the liquidator’s best interest to get
the most dollars from every item sold. At the end of an
Estate Sale, a good liquidator will leave the property broom
clean and best of all, empty! This is one of the points you
should clarify before hiring a professional liquidator. Also
insist on a signed contract that outlines their specific duties.
Remember, no reputable liquidator can predict or guarantee
your sale proceeds. As always, reputation, experience and
business longevity are reliable indicators of trustworthiness.
Investigate before you commit. Hiring a professional
eliminates stress, eases your burden and makes moving
on an easier, more enjoyable life experience.
Learn more about William Murphy professional Estate Services at
encoreeventsplus.com or call William at 727-709-3071.
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