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MORTON PLANT HOSPITAL
100 YEARS OF PATIENT CARE

orton Plant was the catalyst for the building of Morton Plant
M
Hospital which opened January 1, 1916. Morton’s only son
was in an auto accident when there was no local hospital. He

quickly realized there was a need and joined the effort to raise
funds to build one.
Automobiles had begun appearing in our area, and Plant was a
car collector. His son Henry II, only 17, had free use of his father’s
cars. The roads were still very poor and during the winter of 1912,
Henry was thrown from one of his father’s cars on a sandy road
between Clearwater and St Petersburg. His hip and leg were
1917
crushed.
Plant summoned the doctor, who came to the Belleview Hotel but
the treatment was beyond his abilities. The closest hospital was a day’s trip away in Tampa. Plant ordered a railroad car
staffed with the best doctor, nurses, and equipment. It was shipped from Chicago to the hotel. Henry spent months
recuperating in the train car beside the hotel.
That accident demonstrated the need for a hospital in Clearwater, but prior to it, a group of public-spirited women, along
with Dr. John Bowen, had already tried to raise money to build a Clearwater hospital. Several women operated a tearoom at
the Episcopal Church, however sales had only raised about $75. Donation boxes were installed in public places which
brought in $50. Handmade dolls were sold, but that only raised $16. Dr. Bowen kicked in another $25. Something else was
needed.
Hearing Morton, one of the richest men in the United States make the statement, “this city needs a hospital,” the committee
wasted no time presenting their idea to Morton who responded with a challenge - endowment of $100,000 for the
maintenance and operation of a new Clearwater hospital, provided the community could raise $20,000.
The ladies quickly formed the West Coast Hospital Assn. to discuss Morton’s offer. They organized a whirlwind campaign
throughout the entire north half of the county. Clearwater only had 2,500 residents, and most of them borderline poor, but
they needed to raise that $20,000 quickly.
A giant thermometer was built on the corner of Cleveland and Ft Harrison to keep everyone aware of the fundraising efforts.
The goal was achieved within two months. An additional $2,000 was donated by the new Clearwater Evening Sun raising the
total to $22,000.
On May 2, a letter was mailed to Morton Plant announcing their achievement. Plant congratulated them and offered a choice
of either Atlantic Coastline Railroad bonds at 4% or Interborough-Metropolitan Company bonds paying 4.25%. Because it
was their local railroad, they chose the Atlantic Coastline bonds. The first six months’ interest from the endowment raised
$1,960 and was received September 1st.
A five-acre piece of land overlooking Clearwater Harbor was selected. Mr. and Mrs. C. Perry Snell (Snell Isle, St Petersburg)
bought the land for $4,500 on April 30, 1914, and donated it for the future hospital.
The West Coast Hospital Association was formed. Anyone
who donated money was a member. To show their gratitude
for the hospital’s financing, they named the future hospital
Morton Plant Hospital. A rendering was designed by Sargent
Hamilton. Six bids were submitted and Tampa’s J. E.
Kennedy Co.’s $21,298 bid was accepted. Clearwater
contractor John Phillipoff was paid $500 to inspect
Kennedy’s work.Later it was discovered that bid did not
include a heating system. Work began immediately.
Continued inside
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CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
BELLEAIR REC CENTER . . . . . . 518-3728
BELLEAIR FINE ARTS SOCIETY 934-4304
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB . . . . . . 585-9633
BELLEAIR BRIDGE GROUP. . . 669-5283
BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
Charles Holloway . . . . . . . . . . . 709-7613
BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB
Sherrie Morton . . . . . . . . . . . . . 581-8313
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Marjorie Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 238-8691
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Claire Whitaker, President . . . . . 724-4645
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
Lillian Nazario, President. . . . . . 585-4843
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Bonnie Trembulak . . . . . . . . . . 686-8797
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB
Alice Jarvis, President . . . . . . . . 391-3066
TOWN OF BELLEAIR CIVIC ASSOC.
Roz White, President . . . . . . . . . 462-2674
CLEARWATER SAILING . . . . . 517-7776
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES . . . . . 464-3377
John Moroni, Chairman . . . . 464-3568
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jack Latvala . . . . . 727-793-2797
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Representative Larry Ahern 727-395-2512
Republican, District 66
8282 Seminole Blvd. Suite B, Seminole
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE
David Jolly . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-823-8900
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.jolly.house.gov

CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

Florida State Fair Opens
4
Crusader Gallop 5k Run St Cecelia
6
Play Dirty Adventure Run 5k
6
Winterfest Calvary Episcopal
6
Super Bowl Sunday
7
Chinese New Year
8
Ash Wednesday Lent Begins
10
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
11
Little League Opening Days
13
Fashion Show Of Belleair
13
Valentine’s Day
14
Florida State Fair Closes
14
President’s Day
15
Adopt A Pet Week
15-20
Voter Registration Deadline
16
Tampa Bay Rays Fan Fest
20
Monte Carlo Night, Beach Art Center 20
Sea Blues
20-21
Boat Club To Island Way Grill
21
Sunday Concert In Belleair
21
Clearwater Blast Friday
26
Leap Year Day
29

MARCH

Largo Movies In The Park
4
Early Voting Opens
5
Daylight Savings Time Begins
8
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
10
Shamrock Run 5k
11
Bonner Park Family Camp Out
11-12
Texas Hold’em Tourn.
12
Blue Grass Festival, Beach Art Center 12
Firestone Grand Prix
12-13
Sunday In The Park Concert
13
Early Voting Ends
13
Election Day
15
St Patrick’s Day
17
Bus Driver Appreciation Day
18
Great American Clean Up
19
Boat Club to Caladesi
19-20
Spring Begins
20
Pinellas Public School Spring Break 21-25
Good Friday
25
Clearwater Blast Friday
25
Easter Egg Hunt
26
Spring Fest / Arbor Day
26
Easter
27
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Did You Know...
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MEET THE
NEW
LIBRARIAN The
City of Indian
Rocks Beach
recently hired
Belleair Bluffs
resident Tina
Stagliano to be
their new
librarian. She
recently moved
back to Florida after living in Ireland for that last three
years where she earned her Master’s Degree in Library
and Information Studies at University College Dublin.
Stagliano previously spent a year living in Thailand
teaching
English to kindergarten students.
_________________________________________________

TURTLE COUNTS Clearwater Marine Aquarium records
show 216 turtles nested on Pinellas Beaches in 2015 (not
including Caladesi or St. Pete Beach.) Twenty-four nests
(11%) were on Belleair Beach, which is only 2.5 miles of
beach. In the same area, another 29 false crawls were
found meaning the turtle returned to the Gulf without
laying her eggs usually due to objects left on the beach
and/or people approaching them. Clearwater Beach and
Sand Key had the most nests with 38 (17%)
___________________________________________________
LOVE IS A LEASH AWAY During Valentine’s week
(February 15 - 20) visit Pinellas County Animal Services
and adopt a new love. Adoption fees will be “name your
own price” on all available animals this week only.
Animal Services, is located at 12450 Ulmerton Road,
Largo call them at (727) 582-2600 or visit
www.pinellascounty.org/animalservices,.
_________________________________________________
TURNING 65 THIS YEAR? Are you a little confused
about applying for Medicare? Linda Bullerman, an
Independent Insurance Specialist will be hosting two
informational events. The first will be March 24, at the
Panera Bread in Bardmoor, 10801 Starkey Rd. Largo. The
other is at The Plaza at the Palms of Largo “Boomer Bash”
on April 14. Call Bullerman at 501-1444 about these
seminars or with any Medicare question.
____________________
MENTORS NEEDED
Anona Elementary
School is in immediate
need of mentors!
Mentors come in once
a week to spend the
half hour lunch period
with a student who
needs one-onguidance and support.
They serve as role
models, encouragers
and a listening ear. As
the relationship
develops, mentoring becomes a rewarding experience
for both the student and the mentor. The county requires
new mentors to attend a workshop that provides
information about mentoring policies and procedures,
communication skills and relationship building. If you
are interested please contact Jeanne Joyner at 588-4730
or joynerje@pcsb.org.

and More...
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LUNCH ON THE WATER Members of the IRB Boat Club
took their boats to The Pub on Saturday, January 16th for
an afternoon of sun and fun. While the had lunch, the
Coast Guard Auxiliary conducted free safety inspections.
Over 50 members attended. The group is not just for
Indian Rocks residents, anyone can join in the fun. Their
next events is Sunday Brunch at Island Way Grill on
February 28. Besides fun events, they hold free monthly
informational meetings. Visit IRBboatclub.com for a
complete list of upcoming events.
___________________________________________________
GIRLS ON THE RUN This 10 week program uses
running to inspire and motivate girls, encourage lifelong
health and fitness, and build confidence through
accomplishment. Beginning February 23rd, they will
meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00-5:30 pm to
learn life skills through dynamic, interactive lessons and
running games. The cost is $150 for the 10 week
program and includes the 5K registration fee. Call
Belleair Rec, 727-518-3728 for more information.
___________________________________________________
SUPPORT CLOTHES TO KIDS How can you help?
Consider sponsoring a wardrobe! A wardrobe consist of
5 new pairs of underwear, 5 new pairs of socks, 5 tops,
4 bottoms, 1 dress (optional), 1 pair of shoes and 1
jacket (in season). Each wardrobe costs Clothes To Kids
$50. Learn more at www.clothestokids.org or call their
Clearwater store at 727-441-5050.
________________________
PAPER IS BETTER The U.S.
alone discards 500 million
plastic straws & stirrers enough straws to wrap
around the equator two and
a half times every DAY! 175
billion straws fill our landfills
each year. The rest litter our
land and oceans. Plastic straws are made from a petroleum
bi-product that does not degrade easily in nature and have
been banned in may places. Plastic straws always make the
Ocean Conservancy’s top 10 most collected items at beach
cleanups. In 2014, they ranked the fifth most commonly
found item. Who knows how many were missed left to float
on the surface of the ocean where they are consumed by
confused marine animals. What can you do? Buy paper
straws for home use. When out, simply request “no straw.”
Encourage your favorite restaurants to provide straws only
when requested and to switch to paper straws. This simple
change will result in less consumption, less waste and most
importantly less straws.
___________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN APRIL Read this issue, as well
as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

Fun Things To Do Nearby - Museum & Garden Reciprocal Admissions
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If it is listed below, along with the benefits of membership to the museum of your choice, you also receive free or discounted
admission to these other attractions and museums throughout Florida. If you have a membership to a Florida Garden, many of
them are part of the AHS Reciprocal Admission Program. Those participating are marked (AHS) Reciprocal below.
Bradenton
Largo
St. Augustine
South Florida Museum
Armed Forces History Museum
St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum
941.746.4131 southfloridamuseum.org
727.539.8371 armedforcesmuseum.com
904.829.0745

Free Admission

Clearwater
Clearwater Marine Aquarium

727.441.1790 cmaquarium.org
50% off admission

Clewiston
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum

863.902.1113 ahtahthiki.com
50% off admission

Davie
Flamingo Gardens

954.473.2955 flamingogardens.org FREE
admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Daytona Beach
Museum of Arts and Sciences

386.255.0285 moas.org
50% off admission

Ft. Lauderdale
Historic Stranahan House

954.524.4736 stranahanhouse.org
50% off admission

Ft. Myers
Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium

239.275.3435 calusanature.org
50% off admission

$2.00 off admission

The Florida Botanical Gardens

727.582.2100 flbg.org
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Maitland
Art & History Museums—Maitland

407.539.2181 artandhistory.org
FREE admission

Naples
Naples Botanical Garden

239.643.7275 naplesgarden.org
50% off admission

Ocala
Appleton Museum of Art

352.291.4455 appletonmuseum.org FREE
admission

Odessa
Suncoast Center Fine Scale Modeling

727.375.3385 finescalemodeling.org
$2 off admission

Gainesville
Kanapaha Botanical Gardens

850.595.5985 historicpensacola.org
50% off admission

Jacksonville
Jacksonville Maritime Heritage Center

772.337.1959 slbotanicalgardens.org
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Jacksonville Arboretum & Gardens

407.323.4450 centralfloridazoo.org
50% off admission

904.356.5577 jacksonvillearboretum.org
FREE Admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Jacksonville Beach
Beaches Museum & History Center

904.241.5657 beachesmuseum.org
50% off admission

Orange County History Center
Pensacola
Historic Pensacola Village

Port St. Lucie
Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens

Sanford
Central Florida Zoo & Botanical Garden
Sanibel
Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum

888.679.6450 shellmuseum.org
50% off admission

Botanical Garden at Sanibel

Lakeland
Explorations V Children’s Museum

800.237.5144 sanibelmoorings.com
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Polk Museum of Art

941.388.4441 mote.org
50% off admission

863.687.3869 explorationsv.com
50% off admission

863.688.7743 polkmuseumofart.org
FREE admission

727.821.8992 greatex.org
50% off admission

Museum of Fine Art

727.896.2667 fine-arts.org
50% off admission

Sunken Gardens

727.551.3102 sunkengardens.org FREE
admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Tampa
Florida Aquarium

813.273.4000 flaquarium.org
50% off admission

M.O.S.I. (Museum of Science & Industry)
813.228.0097 tampabayhistorycenter.org
50% off admission

800.965.2030 thehistorycenter.org
50% off admission

904.355.1101
50% off admission

Great Explorations Children’s Museum

Mennello Museum of American Art

407.246.2620 leugardens.org
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Ft. Pierce
Heathcote Botanical Gardens
352.372.4981 kanapaha.org
50% off admission

727.820.0100 flholocaustmuseum.org
50% off admission

813.987.6000 mosi.org
50% off admission, (excludes IMAX)

407.246.4278 mennellomuseum.org
50% off admission

772.464.0323 heathcotebotanicalgardens.org
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

St. Petersburg
Florida Holocaust Museum

Orlando
Harry P. Leu Gardens

Edison & Ford Winter Estates

239.334.7419 edisonfordwinterestates.org
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

staugustinelighthouse.org
50% off admission

Sarasota
Mote Marine Laboratory

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

941.366.5731 selby.org
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Tampa Bay History Center
Tampa Museum of Art

813.274.8130 tampamuseum.org
50% off admission

USF BotanicalGarden

813.974.2329
gardens.usf.edu
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Vero Beach
McKee Botanical Garden

772.794.0601 mckeegarden.org
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Vero Beach Museum of Art

772.231.0707 verobeachmuseum.org
FREE admission

West Palm Beach
Mounts Botanical Garden

561.233.1757
mounts.org
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Palm Beach Zoo

561.547.9453 palmbeachzoo.org
50% off admission

Winter Park
Albin Polasek Museum & Garden

407.647.6294 polasek.org
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)

Bok Tower Gardens

863.676.1408 boktowergardens.org
FREE admission (AHS Reciprocal)
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BEING PREPARED FOR SEVERE
WEATHER IS A NECESSITY

By Karen Williams Seel,
Pinellas County Commissioner
El Niño is the name climate scientists
use for the occasional periods of
warming in the Pacific Ocean that
create havoc for global weather
patterns. El Niño is known to intensify
winter storms across the southern
United States. It is expected to bring
nasty weather to our area this winter
and spring, according to forecasts from the National
Weather Service.
What could this nasty weather entail? This may be a
question on your mind and it was definitely a question I
had when first presented with information regarding the
risks that the El Niño phenomenon can bring. The
violent weather associated with El Niño in our area
could include colder than normal temperatures,
torrential rain and flooding and even potentially
devastating tornadoes.
Pinellas County government is laser-focused on
preparing residents for possibly disastrous effects of El
Niño, possibly worse than the deadly El Niño-related
storms in 1998. On Jan. 6, Pinellas County joined over
two dozen other Florida counties in the Great Tornado
Drill. Our county’s efforts included partnerships among
multiple county departments, businesses, media outlets,
Pinellas County Public Schools, law enforcement,
colleges and non-profit organizations. At 10 am on Jan.
6, hundreds of Pinellas County residents simulated what
they would do if a tornado was barreling toward their
home, business or school by finding a safe and
windowless interior room, taking shelter and sending a
selfie to #PCTornadoDrill.
While taking a selfie is not a recommended course of
action during an actual emergency situation, the idea
prompted many in the community to form an action
plan. Even if you did not participate in the drill, it is
important for everyone in the county to know how to
receive an emergency weather alert and determine
where to take shelter in an emergency. Weather alerts
can be received on a weather alert radio, through
numerous free apps for your smartphone and
emergency alerts are also automatically received on
most new phones. For a place of shelter, one should be
identified not only for your home but also for your
workplace or school.
Pinellas County has developed a comprehensive video
series discussing many of the things we each need to
know and consider based on the risks posed to our area
by El Niño. This video series, Prepare to Survive: Special
Edition El Niño, can be viewed on the county’s television
station and on our YouTube channel, which is accessible
from the “Pinellas Connects” section on the homepage
of our website at www.pinellascounty.org.
Join me in preparing to survive any effects El Niño
brings our way by following these two steps: Know how
you’ll receive the weather alert in an emergency and
know where you’ll take shelter. As always, thank you for
continuing to entrust me with the opportunity to
represent you on the Pinellas County Commission.
Please make sure you say hello if you see me out and
about in our beautiful county.
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MORTON PLANT, continued

Plant’s generous donation did not alleviate the need for
fundraising. The Ladies of Clearwater hosted the area’s first
Hospital Ball on February 27, 1915. An elegant dinner was
served and orange blossom corsages were sold for as much as
$500 from trays carried by cigarette girls. The French
Orchestra traveled from New York to provide music.
The ball contributed $1,075 to the hospital fund and became
an annual tradition which was the highlight of Clearwater’s
social season. The ball was canceled during the depression
and World War II years, but resumed and is still being held.
Finally, on October 15, 1915, the building was turned over to
The Hospital Association. The 20 bed hospital was located
where it sits today, on the banks of Clearwater Bay. The twostory building, measured 45 x 85 feet and had a basement.
The first floor included offices, a reception room, a surgery
room, and two four-bed wards, one for men the other for
women. The second floor housed standard hospital rooms,
shared and private. There were several bathrooms and shower
areas, with toilets. Dr. Bowen pushed for the more modern type
flush toilets using steam flushing. The basement housed the
main kitchen, nurses dining room, heating facility, storage area
and a future laundry. Plans included an elevator, but the
money ran out. No elevator posed a problem when patients
had to be carried to surgery from their private rooms.
Up to date equipment included an electrical silent signal
system with a switchboard in the office and buttons over every
bed. Mrs. Morton Plant offered to contribute a new X-Ray
machine to the hospital. However, due to problems with the
electrical system, that offer had to be turned down—but the
money was used for other things.
Miss Lillian Hollohan was hired to be the first superintendent.
Her job description included nursing, bookkeeping, admitting,
records, librarian and “anything else that needed to be done.”
She was paid $20 per week--$80 per month.
Morton Plant Hospital opened January 1, 1916. The first
patient, George Noyes owner of the nearby Sea Ora Lodge,
could not wait for the opening and was admitted December
28. Sadly he died on January 9th, also becoming the hospital’s
first death. The first baby born at the hospital was a boy,
delivered January 4. The first female baby didn’t arrive until
April 19 as most babies were still being delivered at home.
The young Henry Plant II, who had recovered from his car
accident, was admitted for contusions and bruises a month
after the hospital opened.
The second annual Hospital Ball which netted $945 allowed
the first charity patients to be admitted in 1917. The City of
Clearwater and the County agreed to pay $7 week for charity
patients. That same year:
l Hollohan’s salary was increased to a $100 per month.
l The weekly ward bed cost increased from $12 to $15.
l The weekly $30-$45 cost of a private room increased $5.
l In April, large concrete pillars were added to the entrance
l The tradition of giving employees a Christmas Bonus began.
The superintendent received $25, nurses $15 and everyone
else received $11.
Morton Plant did not live to see the hospital expand more than
the first 20 rooms. In 1918, he died at the age of 66.
Today Morton Plant Hospital has 687 beds. Last year, 2,249
babies were born there, 24,194 patients were discharged,
80,208 people were treated in the ER and 2,348,552 lab tests
were performed. Mr. Plant would be please to see how his
legacy has prospered and grown. See Morton Plant’s 100th
Anniversary history and events at www.MortonPlant100.org.
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BOUQUET CARE

Valentine’s Day is here,
and hopefully a lovely
arrangement of flowers will
be arriving for you from
someone you love.
Romance is literally in full
bloom when flowers arrive.
Because flowers are so
beautiful and bring us such
joy, we want them to last
as long as possible. There
are a few simple things
you can do to ensure you
get every moment of
enjoyment from your lovely
bouquet.
First, make sure you place them in a cool place away
from drafts, sunlight and heat vents. Once you have the
flowers in your chosen spot, filling the vase to the brim
with cool water will help make sure that all stems get
enough water. Often all the stems do not go all the way
to the bottom of the vase.
Flowers drink a lot of water, faster than you might think.
Checking the water daily makes sure there is always
enough for even shorter stems.
If your flowers arrive as a wrapped bouquet that you
place in your own vase, make sure you add the little
packet of floral preservative that comes with the flowers
to the water as directed. This preservative contains both
nutrients for the flowers and a biocide to keep algae at
bay. Science has proven that using a floral preservative
does extend the vase life of flowers. Changing the water
every few days also helps, especially if you continue to
add the floral preservative to the fresh water each time.
These little packets usually come with your flowers.
Always keep some handy at home. Stop in your local
florist next time you are in town and buy a half dozen or
so to keep on hand. These packets are inexpensive and
really do make a difference.
From Society of American Florists website
aboutflowers.com courtesy of Carlson Wildwood Florist
www.belleairflorist.com

FASHIONS OF BELLEAIR

Twelve Belleair Bluffs’ womens wear stores are coming
together to host a new fashion show and luncheon
benefiting The Abilities Guild on February 13 beginning
at 11:30 am. The event, held at the Belleair Country
Club, also includes lunch. The work of Julian Hartzog,
internationally renowned designer of metal fashion will
be featured. Ms. Kelly Machbitz is the Master of
Ceremonies with pianist David Lyon. This is a fundraiser
will benefit the recently homeless and wounded veterans
through the Abilities Guild Mall. Tickets are $40 each
and reservations are required. Call Marsha Uhler at
Cassi & Company at 585-2011 for information.
Make check payable to The Abilities Guild and mail
them to Jodi Martino, 162 Marina Del Rey Ct,
Clearwater, FL 33767. The Participating Women’s stores
in Belleair Bluffs are: Cassi & Co, 432 Westside, Belleair
Pro Shop, Enchanted Physique, For the Love of
Boutique, Illume Eco Boutique, Jannas Consignment,
Living Pretty, Nicole Boutique, Patchington, Shoes by
Beverly, and Suzettes on the Rocks.
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REVITALIZE, RENEW AND RETHINK THE AGING PROCESS

By Stephanie Schlageter, Radiance Medspa
This New Year, think renewal. After years of practically worshipping the sun, you might be at the
point of needing more than a makeover. In fact, you need a do-over. Whether you suffer from
brown spots, wrinkles and fine lines, loose or sagging skin or just general uneven tone and
texture, 2015 can be the year you put the brakes on the aging process. With the help of noninvasive treatments to resurface and tighten your skin, coupled with your best new healthy habit
(more on this later), you will soon be on your way to a new outlook for this year and many more
new years in your future.
The double whammy to complete skin renewal can be found in the safe, in-office treatments Fraxel
and Ultherapy. While Fraxel utilizes a laser to resurface the skin, Ultherapy uses ultrasound technology to tighten skin.
Both of these procedures stimulate the body to naturally produce more collagen and elastin, which restore volume lost
in the aging process.
To begin renewing the appearance and texture of your skin, the Fraxel laser penetrates the top dermal layers to
thermally damage them in order to stimulate new collagen production. As your body starts making new collagen, the
older, top layers of skin are sloughed away, and brown spots, acne scars, wrinkles and uneven texture go right along
with them.
While Fraxel has the added bonus of tightening skin a bit on the surface, an Ultherapy treatment literally lifts loose
skin from deep down. Ultherapy sends ultrasound energy deep below the surface of the skin, causing your body to
increase collagen production. In this case, the new collagen begins to tighten and lift the skin from below the surface.
Although you will see immediate improvement from each of these treatments, results get even better over time. Fraxel
requires a series of four visits, spaced about a month apart, to achieve maximum results. Ultherapy takes just one visit,
but as your body continues its ramped up collagen production, effects improve during the next few months. Fraxel and
Ultherapy are fantastic treatments for the skin of the face, but they can be used on just about any part of the body that
needs smoothing, lifting or tightening, including décolleté, hands, arms and even saggy knees.
With both treatments, the results last for years, or until the natural aging process rears its unattractive head again.
Ultherapy may require a touchup every couple years, but avoiding the sun and using quality skin care products will go
a long way toward maintaining your gorgeous results.
Which brings us finally to the topic of that healthy new habit – call it a resolution. This New Year, renew your
commitment to good skincare. Make 2015 the year you do not go a day without sunblock. Because protecting your
revitalized skin from this day forward will mean you’ll not only keep your skin healthy, but you'll maintain a more
youthful glow for many “new” years to come.
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Business Briefs...

WILLIAM DEAN TOPS IN
CHOCOLATES Local
Chocolatier William Dean,
was ranked #11 in the
World by renowned author
George Bernardini, who
sampled over 500
companies’ chocolates in 38
countries. While others use
stars, Bernardini awards
cocoa beans. William Dean
received the maximum six
cocoa beans. Only ten
others received a six bean
rating. In addition, his
Chocolate Fruit and Filbert
bar was rated in the top 10 with a score of 95.10.
William Dean Chocolates is located in Belleair Bluffs at
2810 West Bay Drive, next to Cody’s Roadhouse.
www.WilliamDeanChocolates.com.
_________________________________________________
C21 SOLD C1 Banks, a St. Petersburg-based company,
agreed to a multi-million dollar buy out by the larger Bank
of the Ozarks, headquartered in Arkansas. The buy out is
for $402.5 million in stock. C1 Bank was chartered in
1995, and opened the Belleair Bluffs location, that will
become an Ozarks branch in the second quarter, four years
ago. For now, the Belleair Bluffs employees and Manager
Victor Lucas, are expected to stay with the new company.
C1, the 18th largest bank based in Florida, has grown to
1.7 billion dollars in assets with 32 branches in Florida. By
comparison, The Bank of the Ozarks is a $ 9.3 billion-asset
company. Trevor Burgess, founder of C1, will serve as The
Ozarks’ chief innovation officer and President of Florida
operations. He will help develop new technology
applications on a national level. Burgess was named
Community Banker of the Year in 2014 by the American
Banker newspaper.
________________
JEEPSTERS
NOW OFFERS
CUSTOM PARTS
Since 1997,
Indian Rocks
Beach resident Bill
Coll and owner of
Jeepsters has
been in the Jeep
business. The
company buys, sells and repairs used Jeeps for area
Jeep owners. He is converting his business to a more
specialized are and will focus on selling Jeep parts and
accessories. He opened a showroom at 6875 Ulmerton
Road just west of 66th Street, inside his building and will
be selling specialized after-market parts for Jeep owners.
For that special customize part, visit GoJeepsters.com. or
call him at 538-0086.
_________________________________________________
BBA PLANS FEBRUARY AND MARCH The Bluffs
Business Association’s upcoming After Hours Mingles are:
February 11: Largo Cultural Center and Foundation and
March 10: Bayshore Home Health, At 2430 West Bay
Drive, Largo. To get involved, call Bonnie Trembulak at
686-8797 or visit www.BluffsBusinessAssocation.com for
more information.

More Business Briefs...
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5 YEARS AND SWINGING
John Duffy opened Duffy’s in
the Belleair Plaza Shopping
Center 5 years ago in 2011.
Duffy uses computer
technology to help golfers
improve their golf game
without ever stepping on a
golf course. He also makes
and adjusts the golfer’s clubs
to match the player’s size and
body motions. Check him out
at 2928 West Bay, next to
Panera Bread.
_________________________
PASTRY SHOP OPENS Nick Zahos says he is thrilled
with the reception he has received from the Belleair Bluffs
community regarding his new bakery. His baking has a
European flair and is not limited to the Greek pastries he
grew up with. It is also a great place to get Valentine’s
Day goodies too. Find them at 560 Indian Rocks Road.
_________________________________________________
IRB STUFF Indian Rocks Beach’s newest businesses is full
of fun, mostly handmade or one of a kind items, but it is
not a consignment store. There are paintings, antiques,
vintage and retro items, nautical and beach decor, you
name it. IRB Stuff is located at 1401 Gulf Blvd, next to
Pinky’s. Call them at 488-2207.
_________________________________________________
OPEN HOUSE Nirvana Day Spa, located at 1465 S Ft.
Harrison Avenue in Clearwater will be holding an open
house on February 5th at 6 pm with wine and cheese.
Anybody booking a service that day will receive 25% off
a service. Products will also be on sale 20%. They
specialize in customized massages and facial
treatments, microdermabrasion, dermaneedling,
lambprobing, acid peels, body wraps, body exfoliation,
waxing and threading.
___________________________
NOW SELLING DRONES
Nate Whittle opened RAD bike
store a few years ago at 1401
Gulf Blvd. in Indian Rocks
Beach. He sells and rents bikes
and accessories. Recently he
started to dabble with selling
drones. They are so popular
that now, he sells more drones
than bikes. “I wish I had
invested more in drones than
bikes this past Christmas
season,” says Nate. He also
repairs drones and teaches beginners how to fly them.
________________________________________________
ENCHANTED PHYSIQUE This new ladies-wear store, in
Belleair Bluffs next to Chez Collette Restaurant, is owned
by Robbie Edwards. The store features exercise clothing
for the gym, yoga and even looks good for errands
afterwards like going to the grocery store. “We call it
luxury active wear,” says Edwards. Learn more at
EnchantedPhysique.com or call them at 223-8425.
_________________________________________________
WE WANT YOUR NEWS Are you moving, expanding or
planning an event at your business? We want to know. If
you have news or story suggestions, email them to
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 727-517-1997

Restaurant News...
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SHARKEY’S BEACH BAR This new Clearwater Beach
beach bar/restaurant located at 411 S. Gulfview Blvd is
finally open. They offer a variety of food from beach
burgers to BBQ pulled pork, with a daily happy hour from
4-6pm. It is also a great place to sip a margarita by the
beach
and watch the sunset on the outdoor deck.
_________________________________________________
EMERIL LAGASSE VISITS THE BEACH Recently, Emeril
visited two Pinellas beach restaurant. The first was Guy
Harvey's RumFish Grill in St. Pete Beach. Then Emeril sat
down with Executive Chef Marlin Kaplan of Palm Pavilion
and sampled his signature dishes including their take on
burgers and nachos. In addition to the beach restaurants,
he also tours the Locale Market in downtown St.
Petersburg. All will be featured on this show “Emeril’s
Florida, Seafood Shacks” the first of February.
_________________________________________________
PROINO’S BREAKFAST
CLUB BUILDING OPENING
A THIRD LOCATION After
numerous permit delays,
construction is underway at the
newest Proino’s Breakfast
Club’s on the south end of
Clearwater Beach. The
restaurant, in the shopping
center between The Reef and
Cesar’s Italian Restaurant, will be their third, with other
locations in Largo on West Bay Drive and Walsingham
Road. They hope the Clearwater location will be open
sometime in this month.
_________________________________________________
IT’S A BEAUTY The new Surfside Tap House was
presented with the Clearwater Beach Chamber of
Commerce’s Beautification Award at their Annual
Breakfast. New owners bought the Mandalay storefront
and spent six months remodeling and updating its look.
They were very excited that their hard work was
recognized by the Chamber. Surfside is located at 395
Mandalay Blvd, across from the Hilton. They recently
began serving breakfast.
________________
IRB SUSHI
CLOSES The only
sushi restaurant in
Indian Rocks Beach
has closed. IRB
Sushi, owned and
operated by the
Crabby Bill’s family
closed in January.
Owner Matt Loder
says they are going
to take steps to reopen the building as a new and larger
seafood market. No time table on its reopening.

More Restaurant News...
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HALF PRICE APP To
some restaurant owners
an app is not always an
appetizer, it can also be a
mobile app for your cell
phone. Many local
restaurants are now
members of the Pay Half
Club phone app, which
connects members to
participating restaurants
where they, along with one
other adult and up to three
children, will receive 50%
off their entrees and
alcoholic beverages. Pay
Half Club is a nationwide
technology company using similar technology as Uber. To
date about two dozen restaurants in the Tampa Bay area
are participating. The Brown Boxer’s owner Jay (shown
here) was one of the first restaurants in the U.S. to join the
program. The Palm Pavilion and The Reef, two other
Clearwater Beach restaurants are also participating.
Members pay $29.95 a month for the app. There is no
contract, members pay on a month-to-month basis and
can opt out at any time. Once you refer four people with
active memberships, your membership fee is waived.
Download the Pay Half Club app through itunes or at the
Google Play Store. For more information and to see the
participating restaurants visit www.PayHalfClub.com.
________________
HONG KONG
CHANGES
NAMES New
Hong Kong in
Largo has changed
names to The
China Taste
Chinese
Restaurant. There
are new owners
but it is still the
same great Chinese cuisine. Their phone number is 5829998 and they still offer delivery. Find them at 1901 West
Bay Drive. www.ChinaTasteLargo.com
____________________
LOOKING FOR
SOME GREEN BEER?
St Patrick’s Day is
Thursday, March 17th.
Here are a few Irish
Pubs nearby to
celebrate the day:
Finley’s Irish Pub 13477 S. Belcher,
Largo.
Mickey Quinn’s Irish
Pub - 19703 Gulf Blvd,
Indian Shores.
O’ Keefe's Irish Bar & Grill - 1219 South Ft Harrison,
Clearwater
Flanigan’s Irish Pub - 465 Main Street, Dunedin
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DO YOU OWN A DRONE?

If you purchased or received a drone this past Christmas,
you are not alone. In September 2015, Fortune Magazine
estimated the number of drones or Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAV) that would be purchased during the past
holiday season was projected to be close to 1 million. This
increased popularity is cause for some regulation awareness
being brought to the forefront.
In February 2015, the FAA released a Notice of Purposed
Rulemaking for small, unmanned aircraft. This opened the
door to the beginning of the rulemaking process. Most
recently, the FAA announced required registration of all
drones weighing between 0.55 pounds and 55 pounds
(including mounted camera equipment). Failure to register
carries some hefty fines and penalties. The FAA can assess
civil penalties up to $27,500 and criminal penalties of up to
$250,000 in fines and/or imprisonment of up to three years.
The FAA has partnered with the Association for Unmanned
Vehicle Systems and the Academy of Model Aeronautics to
create the Know Before You Fly campaign to educate current
and future UAV owners about the safe and responsible
operation of their systems. This campaign will help operators
of UAVs understand the differences between recreational,
commercial and public entity use.
Whether you are flying a UAV for fun or for business, it’s
important to understand your liability. Michael Atwell, Risk
Management Consultant with Bill Arrington Insurance
Agency, recently stated, “Recreational users need to fully
understand their homeowners policies when flying.”
Potential for bodily and personal injury, as well as property
damage, exists. A homeowners policy may cover
recreational UAV use. However, as with every insurance

coverage issue, the
availability of
coverage depends
on the specific
policy’s language,
i.e. the definition of
“aircraft.”
Mr. Atwell also
cautions, “Invasion
of privacy claims
are another major
concern with the
emerging recreational UAV operations since cameras are
often attached to most of the systems being flown today.
How does that work with your homeowners insurance?”
The line between recreational and business can be
confusing. Insureds who receive compensation for the use of
their UAV will most likely jeopardize their homeowners
coverage. For example, taking photographs with a UAV for
personal use is likely considered recreational. Conversely,
taking photos for a realty listing for a fee or as a part of a
part time real estate brokerage business is not likely
considered recreational.
The FAA categorizes those who operate UAVs as “aviators,”
and with this distinction comes great responsibilities. For
better understanding of the regulations, registration and
safety, visit the following websites:
www.faa.gov/uas/registration/ and knowbeforeyoufly.org
If you would like to contact Michael Atwell with your specific
questions, you can reach him at Bill Arrington Insurance Agency in
Largo, 727.595.8405
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CHINESE NEW YEAR
ITS THE YEAR OF THE MONKEY

This year, the Chinese New Year, which is
the Year of the Monkey, falls on February
8. It is just as important to the Chinese
people as our New Year’s Day is,
however, the date of The Chinese New
Year changes.
Chinese New Year is celebrated at the
turn of the Chinese calendar and the
literal translation is the Spring Festival.
Different celebrations traditionally run
from the last day of the last month of the Chinese calendar
(Chinese New Year’s Eve) until the Lantern Festival which is
the 15th day of the first month. Chinese New Year’s Day is
known as Yuandan, meaning “the first sunrise.” Most
people start to celebrate one week prior, on the 23rd day of
the 12th month.
The tradition of the Chinese New Year goes back centuries,
and is based on several myths and traditions. More than
4,000 years ago, according to legend, on the day Shun (a
Chinese mythological emperor) ascended to the throne, he
led his ministers to worship heaven and earth. From then
on, that day was regarded as the Chinese calendar’s first
day of the lunar month. This is the basic origin of the
Chinese New Year. China adopted the Gregorian calendar
in 1911, so the Chinese New Year was renamed The
Spring Festival.
It has evolved into an opportunity to honor tradition and
ancestors. Often, the evening before New Year’s Day,
Chinese families gather for an annual reunion dinner. It is a
time for families to cleanse the house, to sweep away ill
fortune and to make way for good luck to come to them.
People put red posters on their doors with poetic verses,
pictures on their walls and decorate their homes with red
lanterns which symbolize pursuing the bright and the
beautiful. Children often receive luck money in red
envelopes. As it is a time of new, many wear new clothes
that day.
The evening includes lots of fireworks, once again hoping
to drive away any bad luck and bring forth the good luck.
Firecrackers symbolizes good luck in the coming year.
Other activities involve beating drums, striking gongs, and
dancing with participants in dragon and lion costumes.
2016 is the Year of the Monkey. For those born this year,
2015 is considered to an auspicious year. Legend has it,
those born in the Year of the Monkey are said to be witty,
intelligent and have a magnetic personality. Personality
traits, like mischievousness, curiosity, and cleverness, make
them very naughty. Monkeys are masters of practical jokes,
because they like playing most of the time. Though they
don't have any bad intentions, their pranks sometimes hurt
the feelings of others.
Those born in a year of the Monkey are fast learners and
crafty opportunists. They have many interests and need
partners who are capable of stimulating them. While some
like the eccentric nature of Monkeys, some don't trust their
sly, restless, and inquisitive nature. Previous years of The
monkey are 1920, 1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992,
2004.
The Chinese New Year while it is celebrated in China, is
also popular in many other Asian countries with significant
Chinese populations, as well as in Chinatowns in cities
around the world.
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DISNEY AND DALI: ARCHITECTS
OF THE IMAGINATION
January 23, 2016 – June 12, 2016

This immersive and enriching multi-media exhibition will
tell the story of the unlikely alliance between two of the
most renowned artists of the twentieth century: brilliantly
eccentric Spanish Surrealist Salvador Dali and American
entertainment innovator Walt Disney.
Presented through a multimedia wonderland of original
paintings, story sketches, conceptual artwork, objects,
correspondences, archival film, photographs, and audio –
this comprehensive exhibition showcases two vastly
different icons who were drawn to each other through their
unique personalities, their collaboration on the animated
short Destino – which, regrettably to both Disney and Dali
was never completed during their lifetimes – and their
enduring friendship.
Born three years and half a world apart, both Disney and
Dali bore boyhood imaginations grounded in their
upbringing in the 1900s, encouraging their lives, careers,
and legacies to be paralleled on a profound level. A
deeper
look into the lives and artistic prominence of the Surrealist
and the dreamer—highlighted by hand-written letters and
alongside filmed dramatizations and audio re-creations—
will show just how alike these two innovators were in
blurring the lines between reality and dreams.
“Disney and Dali heralds a new era in art exhibitions,”
said Dali Museum Executive Director, Hank Hine. “Visitors
can expect a multi-sensory environment of moving image,
soundscapes, and the transformative aura of exquisite
individual paintings. Disney and Dali broke new ground as
artists—the Walt Disney Family Museum and The Dali will
deliver a brave new world of experience.”
Disney and Dali: Architects of the Imagination is
coorganized by The Walt Disney Family Museum and The
Dali Museum, with the collaboration of the Gala-Salvador
Dali Foundation in Figueres, Spain, and The Walt Disney
Studios. The exhibition is guest-curated by filmmaker Ted
Nicolaou.
See more at thedali.org.

BELLEAIR ROTARY
10TH ANNUAL WINE
& TAPAS
EXTRAVAGANZA

Belleair Rotary Club is having its
annual fundraiser Monday April 18,
between 6 - 9pm. Once again it
will be at the Belleair Country Club
in Belleair. Over the years, this
event has raised close to $200,000,
and supported charities such as
Belleair Elementary School, UPARC,
Salvation Army, Polio Eradication,
Rotary Foundation, and La Clinica
Guadalupe. The gala is expected to gather hundreds of
wine-and-food loving guests who will enjoy a Casino
Style Event, with Silent Auctions and Entertainment by
vocalist Erica DiCeglie. Tickets are $75 in advance and
will available online at www.BelleairRotary.org, or from a
Belleair Rotary member. This year’s feature charity is
Doorways-Pinellas Education Foundation.

VALENTINE’S
DAY IS FEBRU
Are you planning something special for your Valentine

THINGS TO DO:

VALENTINE STROLL ANTIQUE ALLEY - February 5
The merchants of Antique Alley are hosting the alley stroll to
help you find that perfect gift. They plan special lighting, food
and chocolates. It is from 6 to 8pm.
FLORIDA STATE FAIR - February 4-15
Tampa’s Florida State Fair always runs
through Valentine’s Day. It is a popular date
night. It is always crowded but a great time.
STARLITE CRUISES - Valentines Day cruise
Clearwater Beach Marina
462-2628 - www.StarLiteCurises.com
Afternoon Cruise: 12:30pm. A 2 1/2 hour cruise with a choice of
six entrees and dessert, and live entertainment. $94.06 a couple
Sunset Cruise: 6pm. A 4-course dinner and dessert, with live
entertainment, a champagne toast and keepsake glasses, and
a boarding photo to remember the evening. $200 per couple.
Get more information at www.StarLiteCurises.com or call
462-2628. (Prices include service charge and taxes.)

GIFT IDEAS:

ASTORIA PASTRY SHOP
560 Indian Rocks Road,
Belleair Bluffs
585-3777
Find something sweet for your
sweetheart at this new bakery.
They have Valentine cookies
for $1.79 each, customize
cakes from $4.50 to $25.99
and white ganache
chocolates. Stop by and see
the selection.

BELLA VINO WINES
The Plaza 100, Belleair Bluffs
584-5552
Owner Brian Franzese
recommends a French Rose
Champagne like Billecart
Salmon Brut Rose or Taittinger
Brut Rose. Accompany that
with Fine Chocolates by
Valrhona , Lake Champlain or
Toffee to Go and it will be a
hit.
He suggests if you are looking for somewhere to go, stop by
their wine bar on Saturday the 13th for a glass of wine and a
cheese plate! www.BellaVinoWineMarket.com

PURE LIFE WOMEN’S CENTER
12442 Indian Rocks Rd., Largo 595-3400
Just in time for Valentine’s Day, the first 24 people to purchase
Revision Skincare DEJ face and eye cream ($218) will receive
a complimentary customized facial (Valued at $125). Purchase
a $200 gift certificate, good toward any services and get an
additional $50 free! (Offer expires February 28th).
www.PureLifeMediSpa.com.

CASSI & COMPANY
The Plaza 100, Belleair Bluffs
585-2011
Violets are blue; Roses are red. Pajamas are
great—for snuggling in bed. They have a
great line of pajamas. They make a different
kind of gift for Valentines.

FRAME FACTORY
600 E Bay Dr, Largo
581-0322
Bring in any photo of your Valentine, and
have it framed it for a great personalize gift
they will always remember. Let them help you
a frame memory.
They also have a great selection of art by
local artists ready to hang on that special person's wall.
BELLEAIR MARKET
510 Indian Rocks Rd N, Belleair
Bluffs
584-3697
They have all things your Valentine
might love - fine wines, craft beer,
cheese, cigars, candy, wine
accessories and more. All are
perfect gifts or can be combined in
your own custom basket. Add handpainted wine glasses for that
personal touch. They will even
personalize a label for your wine.
Stop by and talk to Chris about
something special

CARLSON WILDWOOD FLORISTS
1488 Clearwater Largo Rd., Largo
446-4610
Nothing says I love you like sending your valentine flowers.
Millions do it, but why not be different this year? Pick Lavender,
Cherry Brandy or Queen Amazon roses; anything but red.
How about orchids or tulips? Include a coupon for “Breakfast
in Bed” or “Dinner and a Movie.” Carlson’s can make that
happen at no extra charge. Please call 48 hours ahead of
time. Delivery is $10 extra. www.BelleairFlorist.com
NEW APPROACH SALON AND SPA
2933 W Bay Dr, Belleair Bluffs 584-8664
Pamper your girl with a new hairdo. Give her a gift certificate
from New Approach Salon and let her pick out her new look,
or refresh the one she has. She will be oh so happy and more
beautiful, too.

ROBERT YOUNG JEWELERS
250 Indian Rocks Rd,
Belleair Bluffs
584-1110
Custom made jewelry is always
nice, but if you need something
special, consider this Burmese 2
carat Ruby set in platinum by
Jeweler Extraordinaire Robert
Young. Only $27,500.
www.RobertYoung.com.

ARY 14TH, ARE YOU READY?

? Here are a few ideas from the immediate Belleair area.

NIRVANA DAY SPA
1465 So. Ft Harrison Avenue, Clearwater - 408-6777
Take advantage of their Valentine’s Day Specials:
Oleaslim detoxing and sliming wrap for $75 (save $25)
55 Minute Massage & 55 minute facial for $99 (save $61)
Microdermabrasion with facial $75 (save $50)

PERIWINKLES BOUTIQUE
400 Indian Rocks Road, Belleair Bluffs - 596-3045
They recommend something from their new Vera Bradley,
Fragrance Collection - Eau de Toilette, Bath and Show Gel,
Body Lotion, Hand Cream, Soaps and Scented Candles in four
elegantly crafted irresistible scents. Periwinklesgiftboutiques.com.

SIGN OF THE DOLPHIN
12999 Park Blvd N,
Seminole
393-1400
This Seashell Chocolate Art
Box is handmade, one-of-akind, and filled with Truffles
(the box is edible too!)
Normally, $175, now $125.
They offer genuine Gemstone
jewelry and rings handmade
by American Craft Artists,
only $225. Save $75.
www.SignoftheDolphin.com

PETAL AND VINE GARDEN SHOP AND MARKET
596 Indian Rocks Road N, Belleair Bluff - 614-9770
They have flowers by the stem, floral arrangements, candies,
gifts and gift baskets. They are at the
beginning of Antique Alley.
www.PetalandVineGarden.com
PANERA BREAD
2928 W Bay Dr, Belleair Bluffs
518-8900
Buy their heart-shaped cookies for
$2.49 each or only 99¢ when
purchased with a meal during the
month of February. Cookies come in
different colors

THE SILVER QUEEN
1350 West Bay Dr, Largo - 585-4502
Why not a diamond that doubles as a paperweight for a
Valentine’s gift to remind him or her of you daily. The Oleg
Cassini Crystal paperweight in the shape of a diamond was
$39.95 now $11.95, but inventory is very limited. They have
heart shaped jewelry, too -the December Heart ($25), the
Jiminy Cricket charm ($38) or the Jeweled Heart ($45).
www.SilverQueen.com
SHOES BY BEVERLY
The Plaza 100, Belleair
Bluffs
584-7755
Red Shoes are always a nice
touch for Valentines. Buy
them for yourself and a
purse, too. Fall in love with
a Mary Frances handbag
and Vaneli shoes. Wear
them with passion.
ShoesbyBeverly.com

RADIANCE MED SPA
2894 West Bay Dr, Belleair Bluff 518-7100
Treat yourself or your lover to a Valentine Makeover. They
make it easy with their gift certificates. Purchase a $100 gift
certificate, good for any of their products or services, and
receive $20 for FREE. One size fits all. Offer good through
February 28 and is not combinable with other offers. Limit one
per person. www.RadianceMedSpa.com
WILLIAM DEAN
CHOCOLATES
2810 West Bay Blvd, Largo
593-0656
Give the gift everyone wants,
chocolates! This Heart Box is
their most popular Valentine’s
Day gift. It is offered in two
sizes, small with 19 pieces, or
large with 28 pieces. The
chocolates inside are all
different, and hand painted.
Valentines is the biggest day of
the year for William Dean. Last year they sold out of heart boxes.
(700+) so shop early. www.WilliamDeanChocolates.com

NEARBY RESTAURANTS FOR YOUR VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER

Most restaurants require reservations on Valentine’s Day with special seating times and/or fixed menus. Call for information.
CLEARWATER
INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
BELLEAIR BLUFFS
Cesare at the Beach - 449-8797
Aqua Prime - 330-7724
Bonefish Grill - 518-1230
Guppy’s On the Beach - 593-2032
Cody’s Roadhouse Grill - 584-8473
Cork n Brew
483-5990
Slyce Pizza & Bar - 408-5272
E&E Stakeout - 585-6399
Stefano’s Italian Restaurant - 595-8444
Chez Colette Bistro - 585-9777
The Columbia
TJ’s Gourmet Pizza - 596-1515
Marlin Darlin Grill - 584-1700
596-8400
INDIAN
SHORES
Rusty’s
SAND KEY
Salt
Rock
Grill - 593-7625
595-1611
Caretta on the Beach - 441-2425
The
Pub
Waterfront
- 595-3172
Rusty’s Sheraton Sand Key - 595-1611
Shor (Hyatt)
373-1234
The Columbia - 596-8400
LARGO
Watercolour Steakhouse - 953-1661
Watercolour
Café Largo - 596-6282
953-1661
Pizza Shack - 596-6780
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TAKE PRECAUTIONS COYOTES
REPORTED ON THE BEACH

While Coyotes have been
seen all over Pinellas County
for years, it has only been
recently that they have been
documented on the beaches.
Most recently, they were seen
in the Nature Preserve in
Indian Rocks Beach.
A coyote looks like a medium
size dog as and is a member
of the dog family. They weigh
between 20 and 30 pounds
and have pointed ears, a
narrow muzzle and a bushy
tail. Males are larger than the
females. They can bark like a
dog, but normally make
sounds similar to yelps and
howls. They can be seen at
any time during the day or
night, but are most active at sunrise and sunset.
These animals are amazingly adaptable, and can
survive in nearly any habitat. They arrived in Pinellas
County in the 1970s and have found a home in parks
and preserves, and in wooded areas that surround many
residential areas.
Coyotes normally prey on small animals, such as
rodents, rabbits and smaller predators, including
raccoons, opossums and foxes. In urban areas they have
been known to eat cats and small dogs.
“As long as residents keep wildlife wild and do not
provide easy meals to them, they should not pose a
threat to people,” said Dr. Welch Agnew, director of
Pinellas County Animal Services. “The problem comes
when people start leaving food outside their homes, or
leave trash available, or allow their cats and dogs to
roam the neighborhood. Then, we are providing easy
meals to wild coyotes, inviting them into our areas, and
encouraging them to lose their natural fear of humans.”
Residents are reminded to follow simple precautions to
prevent the threat of coyotes:
• Never leave pet food or trash outside where it will
attract wildlife.
• Clear brush and dense weeds from around dwellings.
This reduces cover for coyotes and their prey, such as
rodents and other small animals.
• Protect children. Although rare, coyotes have been
known to seriously injure children. Do not leave young
children unattended, even in a backyard.
• Protect pets and livestock. These are favorite prey for
coyotes. Keep pets indoors, especially at night. Keep
dogs and cats leashed at all times. There is a Pinellas
County Ordinance that prohibits dogs or cats from
roaming freely.
• Use negative reinforcement. Make sure the coyotes
know that they are not welcome. Make loud noises,
throw rocks or spray with a garden hose.
• Report any coyote threats to people or pets to Animal
Services at (727) 582-2600.
For a copy of the coyote safety brochure, visit
www.pinellascounty.org/animalservices.

TOM PRITCHARD
His Food Lives On
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Tom Pritchard, a partner with
Bay Star Restaurants, was one
of Tampa Bay’s most
influential and respected chefs.
He passed away November
25th, the day before his
favorite holiday, Thanksgiving.
Pritchard could always tell a
good story. He got his
restaurant start by creating a
fake resume to get a job in
Miami at the upscale Rusty
Pelican Restaurant. “I had no
idea what I was doing, but I have always been a fast
learner,” Tom would say. “The secret to learning is being
around people who are smarter than you.”
Locally, Pritchard opened the 94th Aero Squadron, was
the head chef at the Feather Sound Country Club and a
few other places. Then, he met Frank Chivas, owner of
Baystar Restaurants which include Salt Rock Grill and
Island Way Grill among others.
“I’ve known Tom since the 1970s,” said Chivas, long time
friend, and business partner. “Tom was a rock star in the
culinary world.”
Chivas hired Pritchard when he opened Salt Rock Grill in
Indian Shores in 1997. Pritchard was the restaurant’s
Executive Chef. As the list of company restaurants grew, he
also oversaw the menus and kitchens at the other Bay Star
restaurants including Island Way Grill, Marlin Darlin’s, and
Rumba Island Bar and Grill.
Pritchard was the main draw at many local fundraisers.
The Abilities Foundation was one of his favorite charities,
and he helped host big and small events for them.
“We ended up doing maybe 175 wine dinners together,”
said Frank DeLucia, CEO of the Abilities Foundation. “Tom
was a fixture at all our dinners. He was usually the main
attraction.” Together, they helped raise over $4 million
dollars for Abilities.
Pritchard is best remembered for his willingness and ability
to teach, motivate and mentor many of our area’s best
chefs. The list includes the chefs at Parkshore Grill, Bern’s
Steakhouse, Z-Grille and many others. He would take the
time to really talk to up-and-coming chefs, sharing his
knowledge, tips and even recipes. He contributed recipes
and ideas for many new restaurant’s menus
“What Tom did was make chefs proud of their work and
happy to be in the kitchen,” said Chris Sherman, former
food critic for the St Petersburg Times.
“Tom’s favorite holiday was always Thanksgiving,” says
Chivas. “Tom loved to tell the story of how he once cooked
Thanksgiving dinner for 300 expatriates in Majorca. At
Salt Rock, he would do all the dressings and gravies
himself,” Chivas reflects. “We called it Chef Tom’s feast.”
No one knew more about food and wine than Tom,”
Chivas goes on. “He was funny--had a great sense of
humor. He was the Godfather of our hospitality industry.
He was just a beautiful person. He always gave more than
he took.”
Tom died from complications of Parkinson’s disease and
was 74 years old. He was in the kitchen cooking until
almost the end.
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ST PETE CELEBRATES THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICA’S
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NATIONAL PARADE

On January 18, 2016, the 30th Martin
Luther King, Jr. National Parade, Battle
of Bands and Drum Line Extravaganza
was held in St. Petersburg. It is the first,
oldest, and largest MLK parade. It was
founded by two brothers: Sevell C.
Brown, III and Darryl Lamont Brown, Sr.
and first held on January 20, 1986.
Sevell Brown says the first parade was a
result of his vision from God after he
experienced the death of his beloved
grandmother on October 31, 1985.
Brown’s throat muscles would
involuntarily constrict and cut off his
breathing when he came too close to
his grandmother, Maggie Church’s
wake or funeral. Brown had
experienced this same medical
phenomenon with the loss of his
beloved paternal grandmother,
Altamease Campbell, in 1972.
Not able to cry or grieve, Brown prayed
for God to deliver him from his
situation. God awakened him at 2:30
am. a few mornings later and showed
him a vision, in panoramic view as if he
was in a theater, of Historical Black
Colleges & Universities (HBCU)
marching bands and floats marching
and riding down the streets in honor of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Brown
immediately jumped up and began
drafting the format of the King Parade.
He became obsessed with the vision
God had given him of a traditional
National Parade with floats and bands
in honor of Dr. King. God preoccupied
his mind to such an extent that it got
Brown through the loss of his
grandmother, for the next three months.
Two years before, after 18 years of
lobbying, President Ronald Reagan
signed the Federal King Holiday Bill on
November 3, 1983, making the third
Monday of every January, the Federal
King Holiday. The first Federal King
Holiday would become effective and
celebrated on January 20, 1986.
Prior to 1986, the Civil Rights
lieutenants of Dr. King and the rest of
America only celebrated Martin Luther
King, Jr. in the form of traditional Civil
Right Marches as practiced by Dr. King
in the Selma to Montgomery,
Birmingham and Washington, D.C.
historic marches. There were no
“traditional parades” in the sense of a
“Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade” or
“Rose Bowl Parade” with floats and
marching bands in honor of Dr. King.
Two months before the first Federal
King Holiday, the Browns ignored
warnings from the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC ) and

King Lieutenants that holding a
monumental Dr. King Parade would be
an impossible task to accomplish in
only two short months. They were
advised to stick with a “memorial
march.” Brown had already
participated in those types of marches
as a student at Clark College in the
Atlanta University Center in 1970 and
decided to take a separate path. He
was told he could go ahead with his
parade plans, but not to ask for or
expect any financial support from SCLC.
Against all odds, in less than two
months, they successfully introduced the
concept of the traditional “Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. National Parade,
Battle of Bands & Drum Line
Extravaganza” to America. On January

Sevell C. Brown, III

20, 1986, for the first time in U.S.
history, white marching bands and
African American marching bands
performed together, while paying tribute
to Martin Luther King, Jr. in St.
Petersburg.
The response to the concept was
overwhelming. Police attendance count
for the first parade was 25,000; the
second year the count was 38,000 and
by the third year it was 60,000 people.
Brown lobbied the Pinellas County
School Board and won a major victory
when the Board declared Dr. King’s
birthday a School Board Holiday. By the
fourth year, 80,000 attended the
parade. Since then, it has averaged
100,000. That means some 2.5 million
people have attended the parade over
the last 29 years.
Brown’s vision was designed to expose,
teach and instill an appreciation of who
Dr. King was and his significance to

generations of young elementary,
middle and high school students.
Brown’s premise was “To reach youth,
you must reach them where they are,
not in the skies where adults wish for
them to aspire.” In 1985, the youth of
America could not be separated from
their boom boxes and their music.
Brown simply replaced the boom boxes
with African American University bands.
This strategic move by Brown reflected
a valuable lesson he learned about the
music of Black American slave, while a
student under Dr. Wendell Phillip
Whalum in Afro American Studies at
Morehouse College. “Music is never
music for music sake. It is always
reflective of the experiences through
which Blacks have gone and are still
going through.” Just as the Negro
Spiritual, Blues, Jazz, and Gospel music
was indicative of this unique application
of music to life’s experiences, so it is
with the music and Marching Art Form
of the Historical Black Colleges and
Universities Marching Bands.
Brown’s idea was to utilize sophisticated
orchestrations of marching band music,
composed by master band directors,
using the “Art Form of High Stepping
Marching Style” to cover the entire
Federal King Birthday celebration,
making this its center and foundation.
The intrinsic masterful musical dynamics
of master band directors replaced the
boom boxes and took the minds of
children to a higher level.
When university bands took to the
streets in the parade, and performed at
the Tropicana Field in the battle of
bands festival named after Dr. King,
each time the Drum Majors raised and
planted their feet in their famous,
spirited, unique high-stepping
performance routines, children began
to speak and proudly proclaim, unlike
ever before, that they knew who Martin
Luther King, Jr. “He’s the drum major
for justice who died for us! He’s THE
drum major that the university & high
school band’s drum majors marched to
honor in the MLK National Parade.”
Over the years, all visiting bands from
15 different states left St. Petersburg
and took the concept of “A Traditional
MLK Parade Celebration” back to their
hometowns and many implemented
Sevell Brown’s Vision from God. Now,
America’s Annual MLK National Drum
Major for Justice Parade, Battle of
Bands and Drum Line Extravaganza in
St. Petersburg, has been duplicated
throughout America as the chosen
manner to celebrate Dr. King’s birthday.
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FAT FREEZING FRENZY: PERMANENT FAT LOSS WITHOUT DIET & EXERCISE
By Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald
Have you ever had persistent fat that won’t go away even
after dieting and hours of exercise? CoolSculpting is the #1
body sculpting procedure that is FDA cleared, safe and
effective (with a 95% satisfaction rate). It is the latest
technology that actually crystallizes the lipids in fat cells
without affecting other tissues (through a process called
Cryolipolysis). This cooling at a controlled temperature
induces cellular apoptosis (death of the fat cells).The body
then flushes the dead cells through the lymphatic system,
providing a solution for individuals with problem areas. You
can now spot reduce your fat without surgery!
From double chins to love handles, CoolSculpting
procedures typically result in a 25%-30% reduction of
unwanted fat over time. Other troublesome areas that can
be treated include upper arms, bra fat, belly fat, outer and
inner thighs and even the dreaded “man-boobs.” The
CoolSculpting application takes only one hour and patients
see gradual results within 30-90 days.
One benefit of CoolSculpting is minimal downtime after the
application. Patients can return to daily activities and work
the next day. In addition, PureLife Medi-Spa has four
CoolSculpting machines, enabling patients to tackle
multiple problem areas simultaneously. Following the
procedure, patients can continue to exercise with minimal
dis-comfort and maintain their normal routine.
Please note that CoolSculpting is not a weight loss solution,
it’s a remedy for targeted fat reduction. Individuals who
desire overall weight loss should consider specialized
services. PureLife Medi-Spa offers weight loss solutions
including a proven diet support HCG Program, as well as a

Lipo-Plex/B12/Detox Program. When CoolSculpting is
combined with these offerings, individuals can experience
dramatic body transformation. PureLife Medi-Spa is the only
facility offering a cohesive plan including a complimentary
8 week Lipo-Plex program with your CoolSculpting
treatment.
I always tell new patients, “If you can squeeze it, we can
freeze it!” With so much national media coverage about
CoolSculpting, our business is skyrocketing. We have had to
hire additional staff to keep up with the demand. It used to
be an individualized procedure, but with multiple machines,
we can now treat couples, including husbands and wives,
mothers and daughters, and friends who want to share the
experience and compare results. We have recently been
awarded as the “Fastest Growing CoolSculpting Practice in
Tampa Bay” as well as the “The Only Practice with Quad
Sculpting in Florida (North, West and Central Florida
regions).”
Don’t let persistent fat prevent you from looking your best.
CoolSculpting transformation not only provides patients with
improved physical appearance, but also a boost in selfconfidence. This procedure is perfect for individuals who
desire real results, but are not ready to undergo more
extensive, invasive procedures. Yes, we can do it at lunch, it
only takes one hour! I did!
Call (727) 595-3400 or visit www.purelifemedispa.com
today to schedule a complimentary CoolSculpting
consultation.
Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald, Owner/Medical Director of PureLife
Medi-Spa, has been practicing family practice medicine for 20
years.
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IMAGES OF SEMINOLE

Book Review by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Everyone in town knows where the
City of Seminole is – its not more
than a few mile away. But what do
you really know about the city’s
history? The City of Seminole is
Pinellas County’s youngest city and
only incorporated in November
1970, but there are documented
settlers dating back to the early1800s.
USF St. Pete Librarian James Schnur
recently wrote the book Images of
Seminole which is all about the City
of Seminole’s history. While growing
up in nearby Redington Beach,
Schnur considered the Seminole area his home on the
“mainland.” A native and lifelong resident of Pinellas
County, he is a lifetime member of the Seminole Historical
Society and the past President of the Pinellas County
Historical Society. Schnur has witnessed dramatic changes
in the Seminole area while he has lived here for more than
a half-century.
The opening chapter of the book traces the lives of early
pioneers living at a time when their closest neighbor lived
miles away. Other chapters detail the development of the
city’s thousands of citrus groves. The development of roads
from mere pathways to major highways crisscrossing the
center of town are described leading up to the development
of subdivisions created after crippling freezes destroyed the
citrus in the 1960s and ‘80s.
In its early days, the area was referred to as Oakhurst; it
wasn’t until later that it became Seminole. The City’s name
honors the Native Americans who came into Florida during
the 18th century although it is not likely that any of them
lived anywhere near there--but it is a good name for a city,
county and even a university sports franchise although none
are connected.
White settlers began arriving in the Seminole area in the
early 1800s; many more moved there after the Civil War
and again after the two World Wars. They were attracted by
excellent weather, farming conditions and drainage. The
area is located on some of the highest land elevations in
the county. The settlers established farms and discovered a
crop new to them - citrus.
When the railroad was built that connected Tarpon Springs
to St Petersburg, it made stops in the Seminole area. This
brought new settlers and allowed the citrus growers to
move their crops north. A bridge was built in 1920 allowing
a major road to cross Long Bayou and pass through the
center of town. Later construction projects virtually created
Lake Seminole as we know it today. In 1965, the mall in the
center town - Seminole Mall, was built. It wasn’t until five
years later that the Oakhurst area incorporated and
become the City of Seminole.
Images of Seminole is 125 pages, and includes over 100
photos. It is part of The Images of America series which
celebrates the history of neighborhoods, towns, and cities
across the country. Using archival photographs, each title
presents the distinctive stories from the past that shaped the
character of the community today.
You can buy Images of Seminole anywhere Arcadia books
are sold, including the bookstore at Heritage Village. Look
for it online at Amazon.com.
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2016 IS A LEAP YEAR

Years containing a Leap Year Day are
called Leap Years. 2016 is such a
year. Leap Year Day falls on February
29th, as it always does, but do you
know why we even have Leap Years?
A Leap Day is added every so many
years to keep our Gregorian calendar
in alignment with the Earth’s
revolutions around the sun. It takes
the Earth approximately 365.242199 days, (what we refer
to as a year) to circle once around the sun. If we did not
add a Leap Year Day every so often, we would have close
to six extra hours each year. Over time that builds up - at
the end of 100 years, our calendar would have shifted 25
days; after 700 years, our summer would happen during
December.
In 45 BC, during Julius Caesar’s rule, the Romans were the
first to discover the problem. When they created the Julian
calendar, named after their emperor February 24th was
their leap day. It made sense because in their calendar,
February was the last month of the year.
In 1582, during Pope Gregory XIII’s reign, the Julian
calendar was refined creating the Gregorian calendar. The
new calendar changed many previously known dates and
months, and established Leap Year Day as February 29th,
the 60th day of almost every fourth year. However, nothing
is never that simple. Other adjustments are required ever
century or so.
A Leap Year occurs in almost, but not all years divisible by
4. Years that are divisible by 100, and not by 400, are not
leap years. Thus 1800 and 1900 were not leap years;

1600 and 2000 were.
A Leap Year Day baby is a person born on February 29th.
They are commonly referred to as a “Leapling.” During a
non-leap year, some Leaplings celebrate their birthdays on
February 28 while others on March 1; it is their choice.
Some only celebrate getting older every fourth year.
Leap Year Day is also referred to as Bachelor Day in some
cultures. This is not to be confused with Sadie Hawkins Day,
a November holiday made up by the comic strip, Li'l Abner.
On Bachelor Day (Leap Year Day) a single woman may
propose marriage to the bachelor of her choice. If the man
refuses, he is obligated to give the woman money or buy
her a dress. In upper-class Europe, he must buy her 12
pairs of gloves, used to hide the woman’s embarrassment
of not having an engagement ring. So, women if you are
not married yet, start looking for that available bachelor.

Fun Leap Year facts:

 A Utah woman is known to have given birth three times
on February 29th. In 2004, 2008 and 2012.
 In Greece it is unlucky to marry on Leap Year Day.
 For 20 years, Anthony, Texas has been the self-proclaimed
"Leap Year Capital of the World". Its festival, a birthday party
for “leapers,” attracts people from around the world.
 About four million living people are estimated to have
been born on February 29. About 200,000 live in the U.S.
 If you are a salaried employee, you are working for free
that day.
 The frog (probably due to the game Leap Frog) is a
symbol associated with Leap Year Day.
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Organizational News...
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BELLEAIR ROTARY
The Rotary in the Town of Belleair meets every Thursday at
12:15pm at the Belleair Country Club. The third Thursday
of the month is the general assembly and Board meeting.
They will hosts the 10th Annual, Wine and Tapas
Extravanganza on Monday, April 18th at the Belleair Golf
and Country Club. To get involved, conatct Ed Shaunasee
at 641-4567 or Ed@BelleairCC.com or visit
BelleairRotary.org to get involved.
BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB
They meet monthly on the first Friday, with issue
appropriate speakers. Meetings are for lunch at 11:30am
at the Belleair Country Club, and normally cost $22 (pay at
the door; no credit cards.) Next meeting is February 5
when the guest speakers will be: Nick DeCiegle, Executive
Director of the Pinellas County Republicans Committee,
and Michael Mikurak who is running for a seat on the
Pinellas County Commission.
To RSVP for meetings, call Susan Salmieri at 400-6006 or
Renatta Cochran at 595-6678. Get more information at
www.BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB
The Belleair Social Club meets every Tuesday morning at
9am in the back of Panera Bread. They meet for dinner
at different restaurants on the first and third Sunday at
6pm, and for lunch on the second and fourth Wednesday.
Membership is open to all seniors and there are no dues.
Couples are encouraged to join their fun. They would like
more male members. They plan monthly social meetings,
potluck get-togethers, dinners, movie nights and visits to
area attractions. Call Marilyn Daminato 585-9633.
MILITARY ORDER OF THE WORLD WARS
The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of the World
Wars meets for lunch on the first Tuesday of each month at
the Belleair Country Club. Social hour begins at 11:30am
followed by lunch and a short program. Bob Griffin,
Publisher of this newsletter, will be the guest speaker at the
February 2nd meeting. He will talk about Morton Plant and
the beginnings of the hospital.
Members are retired active duty Military Officers and their
spouses or widows. They welcomes new members. To RSVP
for lunch or to join, call LTC. George Smith at 786-5578.
CLEARWATER COMMUNITY SAILING CENTER
New business hours for winter - closed Monday and
Tuesday, open Wednesday - Sunday 9-5pm.
February 7-14 the sailing center will host the Nacra 17,
49er and 49erFX Worlds. Racing will be in the gulf and
the center will have about 400 Olympic level sailors.
February 18th they will host the Laser Mid-Winter East
Competition co-hosted by the Clearwater Yacht Club.
They are expecting about 200 sailors for this 4 day event.
Fun Racing is held the third Saturday each month. If you
are new to racing or an old hand at it, this is a fun way to
learn, and keep your skills sharp. Skippers meeting is at
noon on the deck, and racing is from 1pm to 3pm. They
also offers instruction in Stand Up Paddle boarding and
Kayaking. ClearwaterCommunitySailing.org.
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
They normally meet the second Tuesday of each month,
at various area restaurants. You do not have to live in
Belleair Beach to join, membership is $15 a year. Call
Sherri Morton at 581-8313.

BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
February 3: Annual Orchid Extravaganza (1pm)
February 10: Orchid Mounting Presentation (9:30am)
March 12: Petals and Poker a Texas Hold’em charity poker
tournament with free valet parking, hostess care, raffle
prizes, and professional dealers. Tickets are $100. Call
286-7088 or 585-0452 for information and to buy tickets.

Normally they meet on the first and second Wednesday
each month (October through May) at the Belleair Garden
Club at 903 Ponce de Leon Blvd in the Town of Belleair. .
The first Wednesday is a tea and general meeting. The
second Wednesday meeting normally has horticulture
programs. There are also field trips during the year.
Club membership is $50 per year, couples pay $55 and
seasonal members only $25. Guests are welcome. For
information, contact new President, Laura Katz, 581-4153
or email 1bkatz53@gmailcom for more information.
GREATER BELLEAIR YOUNG WOMEN’S SOCIETY
This group of 180 women live and work in the Belleair,
Belleair Beach, Clearwater, Clearwater Beach, Sand Key,
Largo and the surrounding areas. They meet monthly
from September through May. Various activities include:
Artsy Outing, Bridge, Bunko Babes, Bunko Bunkettes,
Canasta, Culinary Critics, Girls’ Night Out, Lit Ladies,
Lunch Bunch, Movie Madness, Tea & Scrabble, and
Theater Patrons.
They normally meets once a month (not including June
through August). The date and location may vary so check
out their web site. Contact Jo-Ann Benware, President
(2015-16) at Joannbenware@MSN.com for more
information.
BELLEAIR CIVIC ASSOCIATION
They look forward to helping with Rec Center events such
as the recent 5K Sunset Run, Spring Fest, Arbor Day and
all the Sunday Concerts at the Rec Center. Membership is
open to all residents of the Town of Belleair. Its purpose is
to create goodwill within the community through civic,
recreational, and social activities. Join now for 2016. If
you want to help or get involved, call Petey Henning,
584-4874 or e-mail Phenning4@TampaBay.RR.com.
THE CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
In February and March, the Clearwater Yacht Club hosts
three major sailing regattas and they need your help.The
dates are: February 7-14 - 49er FX and CACRA 17 World
Championship, February 17-21 - 2016 Laser MidWinter’s East Regatta, March 13-15 - 2016 Snipe MidWinter Regatta. If you and your boat can help with any of
these regattas please contact Dave Yoder at 902-0178.
Half of their members don’t have a boat. Most of their
social activities center around regular parties. Many events
are held at their in-house restaurant or Tiki-Bar out back.
Call 447-6000, visit www. Clwyc.org, or email
Office@CLWYC.org to learn more.
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
February 17: Lunch at the Clearwater Yacht Club,
10:30am. Presentation: Trash to Treasure landscaping.
March 16: Field trip to Sunken Gardens with lunch at
Carrabbas Italian Grill.
They meet the third Wednesday of each month. Call Linda
Wolling to RSVP 286-6567. Contact Majorie Rose
President, 238-8691.
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FLORIDA STATE FAIR
FEBRUARY 4 - 15

The 112th Florida State Fair is scheduled for February 4
through the 15 at the Florida State Fairgrounds at I-4
and US Hwy 301 in Tampa. This year’s theme, “So
Much More to Explore,” reminds everyone that there are
seemingly endless activities to discover and enjoy
including rides, food, exhibits, entertainment, animals,
attractions and shopping. The Florida State Fair offers
non-stop fun AND an excellent value with more than
112 free things to do and always free parking,
This year, music lovers will tap their toes to headliner
concerts by 1960s sensation Gary Puckett; up-and-coming
country singer Colt Ford; jazz and blues artist Robert Cray;
and Dove Award-winning group Tenth Avenue North.
Other concerts include the harmonies of Matt’s Family Jam
and Indie artist Aranda. Lazy Bonez, an ‘80s tribute band,
is back for their second Florida State Fair, along with
Beatlemania Live. The always-popular Elvis Extravaganza
and Fair favorite Dennis Lee will be back to please fans.
Some of the concerts have a new home on the Coca Cola
Headline Music Stage located in the Equestrian Center.
Other artists will perform on the Tampa Bay Times or Sleep
Number Stages.
One of the most popular Fair concerts, Country Gold,
returns to the Entertainment Hall on Feb. 9 & 10. Tickets
for this are always a sell-out and are available online at
www.FloridaStateFair.com. Prices are $20 for reserved
floor seating and $10 for general admission.
Family fun is at its finest at the Florida State Fair with
comedy shows, stunt divers, amazing animals and
livestock, as well as the Mildred W. and Doyle E. Carlton
Jr. Cracker Country and other exciting entertainment
throughout the 12 days of the Fair.
It wouldn’t be the Florida State Fair without outrageously
delicious food and exciting rides. This year, Fairgoers
once again will vote for the People’s Choice Burger from
a selection of new and returning burger favorites.
Daredevils won’t want to miss a ride on the Super
Cyclone Roller Coaster, just one of the new attractions
on the Florida State Fair Midway.
“There is truly something for everyone at the Florida
State Fair,” said Charles C. Pesano, Executive Director of
the Florida State Fair Authority. “This is a great year to
explore all there is to offer, while having fun on a
budget.”
Admission tickets and armbands are on sale now at
www.FloridaStateFair.com or at Walgreens locations
throughout the state through Feb. 3. Also available
through the Fair box office, website, mail or fax: Call
1-800-345-FAIR (3247).
All advance discounts must be purchased by Feb. 3.
$7 for seniors and must be used Feb. 8-12.
$9 for adults. $5 for children ages six to 11.
Children five years and under are FREE.
Weekday Ride armbands - $20 for unlimited
rides (Valid only on Feb. 4 and Feb. 8-11).
Any Day Ride armbands - $30 for unlimited
rides (Valid during all Midway hours).
Tickets for the Country Gold concerts held February 9
and 10 can only be purchased through the Florida State
Fair Authority. Shows will be at 2 p.m.
Go to www.FloridaStateFair.com for details.

Organizational News...
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CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB
February 12 (10am): Presentation by Brian Nieman,
Master Gardener with Pinellas County Extension Service.
March 12 (10am): At The Theatre flower show. This event
honors the neighboring Francis Wilson Playhouse.
March 16 (10am): Learn how to make container gardens.
March 19 (10am): Learn about Hypertufa—the art of
creating unique containers that look like stone.
The Club meets twice a month from October through May,
at 405 Seminole Street, Clearwater. For more information
contact, President Alice Jarvis at 391-3066 or email at
bgjala@aol.com.
BEACH ART CENTER
They are looking for nominees to serve on the 2016 Beach
Art Center Board of Directors. Participating on the Board of
Directors enables you to lend your leadership and vision to
the Beach Art Center community. If you are interested in
serving or nominating a member, please email Attn:
Nominating Committee at Arts1515@gmail.com.
Plan to attend their Monte Carlo Night Saturday, February
20 that includes casino games with professional dealers
such as Roulette, Black Jack, Texas Hold’Em Poker and
Craps. A key feature is the fabulous live and silent auction
of unique items of art, dining, services and memorabilia.
Please show your support being a sponsor of the event or
donating a silent/live auction item. For information contact
Anna at 727.596.4331.
l Let the Sun Shine: All Media/Open Exhibition through
February 20.
l Great Performances: Faculty - Student Exhibition
February 26 – April 2, 2016
l 6th Annual Bluegrass Festival, March 12, 2016
The Beach Art Center, at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd., Indian
Rocks Beach, is a non-profit 501(c)3 and whose mission is
of visual art education for the community through classes,
exhibitions and programs for adults and children.
DAUGHTERS OF AMERICAN REVOLUTION (DAR)
They meet on the third Friday of every month at the
Belleair Country Club for lunch beginning at 11:30am.
The next meetings are February 19 and March 18. To join,
please call Linda Mintz at 488-1068.
CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUP
This newly formed group is for mothers of young children
4 and under who want to exercise and socialize with other
mothers. If you want to connect with other nearby families,
contact Shelly Clark at 385-7970 or email her at
IRBShellyClark@Yahoo.com.
NEW NEWCOMER CLUB
If want to meet new people, this not-for-profit group can
help the development of acquaintances and good
fellowship. You do not have to be new to the area to join.
They meet monthly at local restaurants and area country
clubs on the first Tuesday of each month normally for
lunch with guest speakers. Call Marie Micheel 530-5194.
SUNCOAST CAMERA CLUB
Make friends with people who share your interests,
improve your photography and share your work. Meetings
are at The Hospice of Florida, 5771 Roosevelt Blvd at
7pm. Call Veronica Serra at 512-4878 or visit
SuncoastCameraClub.org.
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CITY AND NATIONAL PRIMARY ELECTIONS ARE MARCH 15TH

This spring, in the Belleair area, only the Town of Belleair
will have a Nonpartisan City Election on March 15th. It
will be held in conjunction with the Presidential Preference
Primary election. Three candidates are running for two
available seats: incumbent Tom Shelly, Tom Kurey and
Spencer Connerat. Commissioner and current Vice Mayor
Kevin Piccarreto has decided he not to run again
While Belleair Beach will not have an election, there will
be a change on the City Council. Vice Mayor Leslie
Notaro was the only candidate to qualify for mayor. Rob
Baldwin, decided not to seek a second term.
In Belleair Bluffs, Commissioners Joseph Barkley and
Taylour Shimkus ran unopposed.
Reminder: Florida is a Closed Primary State
Both the Republican and Democratic Parties are selecting a
presidential nominee this year. In order to vote for a
candidate in the Presidential Preference Primary, you must
be registered with one of these two major political parties.
However, all registered voters in municipalities holding
elections in conjunction with the Presidential Preference
Primary may vote for all municipal contests and ballot
questions.
This is because Florida is a “closed primary state.” In a
Primary Election, a qualified voter is entitled to vote the
ballot of the political party with which the voter is registered:
• A voter registered as a Republican may vote for
Republican, Nonpartisan candidates and ballot issues only
• A voter registered as a Democrat may vote for
Democratic, Nonpartisan candidates and ballot issues only

• A voter registered with a minor party may only vote for
the minor party, Nonpartisan candidates and ballot issues.
• A voter registered with no party may only vote for
Nonpartisan candidates and ballot issues only
It is important to remember that Tuesday, February 16 is the
deadline to register to vote and to change your political
party affiliation for the March 15 Presidential Preference
Primary and Municipal Elections. No political party changes
can be made after this deadline. Any political party
affiliation changes made between February 17 and March
15, 2016, will take effect for future elections.
Visit VotePinellas.com/Voter-Registration/Check-MyRegistration-Status today to check which political party you
are registered with. If you would like to change your
political party affiliation, mail a signed written notice with
your change of political party affiliation to the Supervisor of
Elections Office and include your date of birth OR your
voter information number; or complete a Voter Registration
Application with your political party affiliation change and
check "Record Update/Change" in the top box.
For additional information about the March 15, 2016
Presidential Preference Primary and Municipal Elections,
including an updated list of candidates as well as which
municipalities will be conducting elections, visit
VotePinellas.com.
As always, if you have any questions, email
election@votepinellas.com or call 727-464-VOTE (8683.
Visit VotePinellas.com for all your election information.
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BAIT HOUSE OPENS BELLEAIR BEACH CAUSEWAY

The new Bait House on the northeast side of the Belleair
Beach Causeway opened in December. It is nothing like the
old one that was torn down during to build the new bridge.
The total cost of the project was $780,000.
The new Belleair Bait House construction began in January
of 2015. One year later, the official ribbon cutting was
held on January 6th with County Commissioners, City of
Belleair Bluffs Commissioners, contractors, designers and
many interested citizens.
“This new bait house sits on the site of the second busiest
boat ramp in Pinellas County,” says Pinellas County
Commission Chairman Charlie Justice. “It was paid for by
the Penny-For-Pinellas Fund. The Boat Ramp at Ft De Soto
State Park is our busiest.”
The new structure is similar to a convenience store and is
run by Angler 360 Bait Tackle and Apparel Co. It has overthe-counter food and snacks, in addition to bait and necessary fishing supplies. The second level deck, with seating
for about 20 people, faces west and is a great spot to watch a sunset.
There was a long thorough bidding process conducted
by county for the Belleair Causeway location, before
Angler 360 was awarded the contract to manage the
facility. Now, their one stop shop allows boaters, pier
fisherman or anyone enjoying the ramp a place to buy
bait, tackle, water, snacks, sandwiches or just to sit and
relax. They have outdoor lounge seating with music so
you are guaranteed a comfortable and relaxing time
on the deck.
The structure is raised to meet flood plain
requirements. The store itself is located on the second
floor. The bottom floor is an open-air space with area
for live bait and an ice machine. There is an elevator,
so everything is
wheelchair accessible.
“I remember when I was a teenager; my brothers and I used to come down here, get
bait from the old bait house then go out on the old bridge to fish,” says Chris
Arbutine, Mayor of Belleair Bluffs. “Wow, have things changed. We are so happy to
see how this boat ramp and bait house has improved the area and Belleair Bluffs.”
This is one of two stores managed by Angler 360. Their Dunedin store opened in
March on the Dunedin Causeway. They own and operate that building which has
been a bait shop since the late 1960s. There a lot of history and culture in the
building, which is located just across the street from Marker 1 Marina and fuel dock.
Boaters can easily walk across the street and purchase bait or other equipment for a
successful day out on the water.
Both stores specialize in selling live bait, tackle and apparel. They cater to anglers,
boaters, and beach goers; everyone from the advanced fisherman to a beginning
novice can find what they need in their stores. The variety of live baits includes
shrimp, pinfish, grunts, creek chubs and greenbacks. They also carry an assortment
of salt and fresh water tackle
including rods and reels, fishing
Chris Arbutine,
line, cast nets, etc. They offer
Mayor
of Belleair Bluffs
rod and reel repairs, including
fishing reels cleaned and
serviced or even completely refurbishing an old rod or reel. You
will find a large selection of local apparel such as Skinny Water
Culture and Salinity Gear too.
For now, the Belleair Bait House is open from 6 am to 8 pm; it
will stay open later in the summer months. The boat ramps are
open 24 hours a day. There is a daily parking fee of $6 a day
for vehicles with trailers or $2 a day for cars only. For
information on purchasing a parking pass, visit
www.PinellasCounty.org/Park/Parking Fees.
Get more info on Angler 360, the operator, at
Owners of Angler 360 Bait Tackle and Apparel Co www.Angler360.com.
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ARE YOU TURNING 65
THIS YEAR?

CONFUSED ABOUT MEDICARE?
DO YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO
WHEN YOU ARE 64 1/2?

I can help you through the Medicare Maze.
I am an Independent Agent that works with
most of the companies and can help you
decide which plan is best to fit your needs.
Call for a free consultation.

LINDA BULLERMAN, CLTC 727-501-1444
Independent Insurance Specialist

BORING? “YES”. IMPORTANT?
“ABSOLUTELY”!

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
Ah, the headline got you because you
are reading and that may be a very
good thing for your financial health. Do
you trust your financial advisor(s)? Of
course you do, otherwise you would not
be listening to him/her. Yet many polls
show that most investors do not trust Wall
Street.
But for most of us, trusting our financial
advisor is easy; it is everybody else’s advisor that cannot
be trusted. It is a lot like talking about our representative
to Congress. Ours is great; it is all the others that are
not so good.
Financial advisors work under two different standards –
suitability and fiduciary and there can be a world of
difference. Under a suitability standard, the advisor need
only come to the conclusion that an investment is
“suitable” for you given your financial circumstances,
knowledge, station in life, etc. It is not necessary for it to
be in your best interest.
How can that be? Suppose there are two investment
products that the advisor is recommending. One of the
products has slightly better past performance, which of
course is no guarantee it will in the future, and the other
pays a higher commission. Both are suitable, but what if
the advisor sells the one with higher commissions…was
it in your best interest, or the advisor’s?
Under a fiduciary standard of care, the advisor must
always offer advice by placing your interests ahead of
his/her own and act with the skill, diligence and good
judgment of a professional. He/she must provide
complete disclosure of all the relevant facts and any
conflicts, like the one above. If the conflict is
unavoidable, then it must be managed in your favor.
The Department of Labor (DOL) is proposing a rule that
would require all advisors who work with investors in
pension plans, IRAs, etc. to do so at a fiduciary standard
of care. I had the honor of being one of the first to
testify in favor of this proposal with some modifications
before the DOL, while unfortunately much of the
financial industry is opposing it as “unworkable”.
When working with a financial advisor there is no
reason for them to not work in your best interest.
Fortunately, many do even though they are not required
to do so. But how do you know for sure? Ask them if
they are a fiduciary.
V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chairman and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105
Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022
ferrara@provise.com
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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STEVEN BUCKNER THE ENFORCER OF BELLEAIR SHORE

Belleair Shore had been getting a lot
of complaints about code violations,
however much of the time, there was
no one available to enforce the rules.
To solve the problem, they hired
Steven Buckner, Indian Rocks Beach’s
part-time Code Enforcer, to help out.
Residents and visitors sometimes park
illegally, leave tents on the beach,
drink and play loud music. In the
past there was no one to enforce city
rules.
“Steve was hired to fill an
enforcement gap,” says Mayor
Robert Schmidt. “We hired him as a
Code Enforcer to enforce general
code ordinances, illegal renting,
parking violations and to provide a
general beach patrol.”
“He also will site homeowners for
poor maintenance, uncut grass, and
illegal parking. Basically out of 50
homes, it is the same two or three
homeowners.”
Buckner has a background with law
enforcement. He worked ten years
with the Pinellas County Sheriff’s
office. He worked eight of those
years in Dunedin, spending a
majority of his time on the Dunedin
Causeway where he enforced beach

and fishing rules. Currently he is the
weekend Enforcement Officer for the
City of Indian Rocks Beach.
Buckner is not a cop. He carries a
cell phone. “If I encounter a problem
that needs police or public works
attention, I call them,” he says. “I call
9-1-1 just like anyone else.”
Buckner emphasizes his love of
nature. He is a long time fisherman
and loves to talk about birds. He is
also an avid photographer. “I am
very much a naturalist. In fact, I am
a Florida Master Naturalist, certified
by the University of Florida. That
program taught me a lot about
nature and the animals in Florida.”
“During sea turtle nesting season, I
watch for nests,” Buckner says. “After
they are marked by Clearwater
Aquarium volunteers, I talk to people
sitting nearby and stress the importance
of not bothering the nests.”
“Sometimes I find people drinking
alcohol. It is my job to inform them
of the rules about no drinking on the
beach,” Buckner explains. “It is not
my job to look for drinkers or arrest
anyone.”
“Steve was given a copy of the City

Code and our ordinances,” Schmidt
says. “They are not hard to
understand, but someone has to be
there to do the work.”
The City of Belleair Shore has
budgeted $5,000 a year for this
service. Based on $20/hour, Buckner
has been allocated only 4-5 hours
per week...or as needed.
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RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE IS KEEPING FAMILIES CLOSE

Kristy Chase Tozer is a former board member and
enthusiastic supporter of Ronald McDonald House. Two years
ago, her daughter was critically ill and the Tozer family
required the resources of Ronald McDonald House to help
them through a very difficult time. Her story is an example of
what RMH families go through, every day of the year. This is
her story.
For the early part of 2013, we spent six months trying to
identify the cause of debilitating respiratory issues that our
two-year old daughter Kaiea was suffering. In late August
we were told that Kaiea was suffering from an uncommon
neurological disorder called Chiari Malformation. Our little
girl was scheduled for brain surgery at All Children’s
Hospital (ACH) the following day. The doctors tried to
reassure us by saying that this operation was as "routine" as
brain surgery can be. Kaiea’s procedure involved a
“decompression” in which a small piece of bone at the base
of her skull is removed to allow adequate space for her
brain. The surgery was scheduled to last a few hours,
followed by a stay in the PICU and then onto the neuro floor
for another day or two and then she would be able to go
home. It sounded simple, but there were complications.
Following surgery, Kaiea was unable to breathe
independently. By the end of that week, we realized that she
would be spending at least five more days in the PICU.
Although we live in Tampa and ACH isn't that far from
home, it seemed incredibly distant from our baby who lay in
an induced coma. I sent an email to my associates at RMHC
asking for help arranging a room at one of the St. Pete
houses while we waited for our daughter’s next procedure.
Since Kaiea was in the PICU, we were able to secure a room
in the Central House, which meant we didn't even have to

leave the hospital. My husband checked-in that afternoon
and would spend the next nine nights in our new homeaway-from-home. I spent most of those nights in my
daughter’s room, but each morning when my husband
relieved me, I would walk to the house for a hot shower, a
bit of food and if time permitted, a quick nap.
Kaiea spent 16 days in ACH and we came to appreciate our
little respite at the Ronald McDonald House. On consecutive
Sundays our family descended on the Central House and
took turns relieving us so that we could enjoy lunch, and visit
with our two older children and other family members. We
savored those moments. It was therapeutic for all of us. I
have often thought, where else could we have enjoyed a hot
meal and a family gathering without leaving the hospital?
A year has now passed since our stay at the Ronald
McDonald House. Kaiea has made a remarkable recovery,
and today is doing well, thanks to the amazing care she
received. Our family is stronger than ever, due in no small
measure to the love and support we received during a very
trying time in our lives. We plan to celebrate our good
fortune and express our appreciation by hosting a meal at
the Central House. It feels like the least we can do after
receiving such hospitality and compassion from the staff and
volunteers. We take every opportunity to share our story with
others, offering a message of hope and inspiration that
difficult times can improve and better days may lie ahead.
Over the years, we have heard stories from families who
stayed at the Ronald McDonald House and what a gift was
for them during difficult times. We have joined their ranks
and are grateful we knew where to turn in our time of need.
Please visit www.rmhctampabay.org for more information or
to make a donation.
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THE OLD ROEBLING ESTATE
A Peek Behind the Gates

by Phyllis Franklin, Broker Associate Sand Key Realty
If you were to drive West on Druid, down to the water, you hit a
point where Druid turns left sharply. Directly in front of you are
tall security gates that say Spottiswoode.
After the old Roebling Estate was subdivided, about 35 years
ago, ten more homes were built on the grounds, but the estate
feeling remains. The homes are arranged in a meandering
pattern ending with a grand ramp down to about two acres of
waterfront amenities the homes share, and a panoramic view
of the Bay. There is a huge pool, a waterside clay tennis court,
and each home has a deeded boat slip. The boathouse, a
vintage brick structure remains, with its fish designed
downspouts and clock.
The ambiance harks back to a bygone era. This is as close as
one can get to Great Gadsby meets Clearwater. Most people
when they enter the gates, and drive down the hill seeing the
beautiful plantings and view, feel like they have come to an old
European estate. It is unique to our city. Most of the homes
have a European flair. They are tutors or French country. But
not everyone’s vision was Olde World, a few of the homes are
more modern in character.
One home, is quite modern with over 10,000 sq ft. Another
has a modern look and a panoramic waterview. It is just under
5000 sq ft and currently for sale. It offers its potential buyer an
amazing view and lifestyle.
While there are some large waterfront lots around, we seldom
have a large waterfront gated property for sale, plus a path to
two acres of amenities. This makes it one of the best lots in the
Estate Grounds. Unless you are familiar with the Roebling
Estate and the story of the subsequent subdivision, you won’t
know what is behind the gates. It is a true hidden gem in
Clearwater.

SUPER BOWL DOES DOUBLE DUTY
CASA’S SOUP-ER BOWL FOOD DRIVE

When quadrupling the size of your domestic violence center
you witness great changes. Four times as many lives are
forever improved, and given a fresh start in a safer future. Four
times as many children break the cycle of abuse and learn the
emotional strength their guardian has. But, your food costs
increase by a factor of four, too.
Now, food donations are their greatest need. CASA is asking
individuals and businesses to hold food drives at their Super
Bowl parties, workplaces and favorite bars or restaurants
throughout January and February. .
“We reached full capacity within months of opening,” said
Shandra Riffey, CASA’s Acting Executive Director. “We’ve put in
cribs to accommodate children born during their mom’s stay
and have had as many as 100 residents, including 55
children, living there at once. We’re talking about 100 people
who have been given a chance to rebuild their lives - That’s a
lot of people to feed!” Momentum is growing as residents and
businesses sign on to hold “Soup-er Bowl” food drives.
Information is available at www.casa-stpete.org/souperbowl.
Non-perishable food, checks and gift cards to supermarkets
can be brought to CASA’s offices at 1011 First Ave N, St.
Petersburg during business hours each Monday throughout the
months of January and February. Donations will be accepted
the entire week following Super Bowl Sunday.
While food remains at the top of their wish list, CASA maintains
a list of other needs at www.casa-stpete.org/wishlist. To donate,
visit www.casastpete. org/donate or to contact John Biesinger,
CASA’s Manager of Major Gifts, at 727-895-4912.

