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PREFACE 

"The genealogical study which has led me to write this 

little sketch was begun with the view of establishing 

eligibility for admission to the Society of the Daugh

ters of the American Revolution. After this was done, 

I became greatly interested in the subject, and have 

continued it as far as possible but realize the inade

quacy of the same, but hope it will give the members of 

the family the same interest and pleasure that it has 

given me." Jn~Ju.,/ i'J? ~ ~ 
(S;g~~-/ary Martha Ryan fones (;937) 

In the year of 1937, Mary Martha Jones turned her 

material over to me with the intention that I would 

continue the project and publish it. For various 

reasons the project has been long delayed, but a dis

play of interest of younger family members has spurred 

me to action in 1968, and the material will now be 

available to anyone interested. I have not turned to 

English and Welsh records to find parentage of William 

Griffis, born 7 February 1763. It is my hope that 

someone will assume that project. The past few months 

have brought me in touch with many family members. 



It has been a real thrill to thus have met by corres

pondence fellow descendants of our William Griffis, Sr. 

and Jr. You have heartened and encouraged me. I thank 

you. 

Affectionately yours, 

0~ ~~--dd/ 
Capitola Griffis Welch 
510 Ninth Avenue North 
Fargo, North Dakota 58102 
Telephone: 232-0800 

Additions and corrections are earnestly solicited in 
view of supplementing this work. 
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1 
1. WILLIAM GRIFFIS, SENIOR, born in Huntington, Long Island, 

N.Y., 7 Feb. 1763; died in 1847 at the home of his son, 

the Reverend William Griffis, in Dawn Township on the 

River Sydenham in Upper Canada, near Chatham. He married 

Content Harris, a widow from England, born 8 Jan. 1767. 

When he was about thirty years of age he moved from near 

Albany, N. Y., to Fredericksburg, "in the incorporate 

counties of Lenox and Addington". His township was 

Adolphustown, Midland District, and Province of Upper 

Canada. Here he resided the remainder of his life. 

"Under an Order-in-Council dated 1st September 

1797, William Griffis, of the township of Adolphustown, 

located lot 33, Concession 3, township of Hamilton." 

William Griffis served in the American Revolution 

from 1 Dec. 1775 until the fall of 1780, in periods of 

from three to five months each, first doing fatigue 

duty, then garrison duty and scouting. He was engaged 

in the Battle of Schoharie. At the age of 71 he journeyed 

to Albany, N.Y., to apply for a pension for service, giv-

ing a lengthy testimony, but no pension was forthcoming. 

At the age of 82 he again went to Albany and applied. A 

pension of $20.00 per year was allowed, dating from 1832, 

thus making his first payment $280.00, March 1845. A 
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final payment was made in 1847 (Nat'l Archi,ves). 

It may be well to note that William had a brother 

James whom he mentions in his testimony as having the 

family Bible. 

The following, names four sons of William and 

Content, the only children of whom we have record: 

"The following were granted 200 acres of land each 

as children of William Griffis, of the township of 

Adolphustown, later of the township of Fredericksburg, 

an United Empire Loyalist: 

PHILIP, of Fredericksburg. Under an Order-in-Council 

dated 4th November 1818, located lot 3, concession 5, 

N.D., township of Orillia. For his services as private 

in a flank company of the First Regiment of Lenox 

Militia during the war of 1812 he received a grant of 

the west part of lot 7, concession 12, N.D. township of 

Orillia. 

WILLIAM, of Fredericksburg. Under an Order-in-Council 

dated the 26th July 1820, located lot 2, concession 6, 

township of Dawn. 

GILBERT, of Fredericksburg. Order-in-Council dated 18th 

February 1824, located lot 19, concession 1, S.D., town

ship of Orillia. 

STEPHEN, of Fredericksburg. Order-in-Council dated 18th 

August, 1824. He assigned his claim to Edmund Murney." 
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(Early Municipal Records of the Midland District, 

printed in the Appendix to the Report of the Ontario 

Bureau of Industries for 1897) 
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2. REVEREND WILLIAM2GRIFFIS (William 1 i, born 29 Dec. 1797, 
in the Township of Adolphustown, Midland District and 
Province of Upper Canada. He married 29 June 1824, 
Martha Abigail Dolson (Dolsen), born 6 May 1804, in 
Raleigh, County Kent, Ontario, Canada, the daughter of 
Daniel Dolsen and Abigail Coburn Dolsen; married 30 
June 1792. Daniel was born 4 May 1773; died 23 Jan. 1853. 
Abigail was born 2 Apr, 1773; died in 1853. The Right 
Reverend T. Albert Moore, D.D.L.L.D., archivist of the 
United Church of Canada, reported from the following 
sources concerning the ministry of Rev. Griffis: Case 
and his Contemporaries, Vol. II, p. 440; Vol. III, p.13; 
Cornish Cyclopedia of Methodism, p. 42 and p. 95. He 
remarks, ''It has been a pleasure to discover these records 
in regard to Rev. William Griffis, who was most highly 
esteemed during his ministry.'' Prior to his ministry, 
William taught school, and again, after his retirement 
in Wisconsin, he had a private school in Appleton. His 
school there was in his home on Superior Street, two 
blocks north of College Avenue. During all of his teach
ing he used an hour glass for his time piece. This, as 
well as a little wooden book, which he had carved as a 
youth to resemble a Bible, are heirlooms in possession 
of Carlyle Griffis Wells, a great grandson. The book 
appears to be carved from a solid piece of cedar. It 
measures 3-3/4" x 2)," x 1-3/8" thick, and has a hinged 
cover. Many years later, Rev. William kept matches in 
it. He died 22 Dec. 1878; Martha died 29 Jan. 1884; 
both in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, at the home of their son, 
William Case Griffis, where they spent their last years. 

Children: 

3.1. 
4.ii. 
5.iii. 

William 
Daniel 
Thomas 

3 
Case, 

Dolson, 
Harris, 

b. 14 June 1825, 
b. 25 May 1827. 
b. 20 June 1829 

iv~ Ann ElizabethQ b~ 28 Oct~ 1831 3 Ancaster; Can.; 
bapt. 29 Apr. 1832, by Rev. Richardson. In a 
dainty white and gold, silk bound book, "The 
Christian Minister"s Affectionate Advice to a 
Married Couple," by Rev. James Bean, 
double page provides the following: 
fies that G.R.Wood and Ann Elizabeth 

A .M,, a 
"This certi
Griffis were 

by me United in Marriage according to the law of 
God and of the State of Michigan at Algonac, 
St. Clair county on the 23d day of April 1849. 
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Witness: 
Thomas H. Griffis 
Jane A. Griffis 

by John K. Smith 
Justice of the Peace ---

-----------------------------------------------------------
George R. Wood, b. 16 May 1826, son of Jeremiah S. 
Wood, Jr. & Abigail Frederick. George was sheriff, 
1861-62, Appleton, Wisc., recruited 100 men and 
entered service Sept. 2, 1862 as Capt. of Co. l-32nd 
Wisconsin Infantry; honorably discharged June 10, 
1864. He became agent for a sewing machine company 
and eventually went west to get more business, and 
the family became established in San Francisco. His 
sword is in possession of his grandson, George F. 
Wells of San Francisco. George R. Wood died in San 
Francisco 8 Feb. 1893. 

-----------------------------------------------------------
Jeremiah S. Wood, Sr., grandfather of George R., was 
born in England 1 Nov. 1755. He came to Massachusetts 
with his father and mother and their six children. 
He joined the side of the Colonists in the Revolution
ary War, and was captured by the British. He was 
given the choice of joining the British Army or being 
sent back to England as a prisoner of war. He elected 
to join the British Army but later escaped and went to 
Canada. He married Elizabeth ________ , who was 
born 18 Oct. 1759. Their children were: 

Jeremiah Wood, Jr., born 24 Aug. 1795. 
Pelig G. Wood, b, 24 Dec. 1798. 

One of his sisters lived to be 104 years old, and 
a brother 98 years. Jeremiah S. Wood, Sr. died 
3 March 1820, 

----------------------------------------------------------
Jeremiahs. Wood, 
on 20 Aug. 1819. 
died 6 Oct. 1832. 

Jr., married Abigail Fredericks 
She Wa6 born 15 Sept. 1799; 

Seven children: 

Elizabeth (Betsy) Wood, b. 8 June 1821. 
John F. Wood, b. 20 Dec. 1823. 
George R. Wood, b. 16 May 1826. 
William L. Wood, b. 24 Aug. 1829. 
Addison G. Wood, b. 16 Nov. 1832. 
James G. Wood, b. 7 Apr. 1838. 
Emily Jane Wood, b. 26 Dec. 1840. 
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Ann Elizabeth Wood was kind to the motherless children 
of her brother, Wm. Case. She saw that his Martha fared 
as well as her Martha, and encouraged her youngest child 
Mary (May) to be kind to Will J., who was near her in age. 

Following is a letter written by Rev. Wm. Griffis to the 
Woods family after they moved to San Francisco: 

Beaver Dam Jan.1878 

Dear Children 
Children it gives us much pleasure that we are able to 
reply to your letter of the 6th which we received on 
the 13th and that you are well, and thank God we are 
permitted to say to you we are usually well and our 
friends generally except Sarah. She remains poorly. 
We hope you may be pleased when you become better 
acquainted with the place where you will probably remain 
the rest of your days. You must try to make the best 
of all the privileges you enjoy, and all will be well 
with you. God is everywhere always the Same. We had 
a letter from my brother Gilbert and one from Samuel 
Dolsen and our Samuel. They seem to be all pretty well. 
Your mother and I were down and had our pictures taken 
to send to my Brother and Samuel Dolsen. I was weighed 
yesterday and I reached 128 pounds. That was really 
more than I expected. We are glad to learn that you 
have good preachers out there. You speak of open 
winter; no snow for the holidays. The flowers have 
been out here in bloom but frost with a little snow 
is here. I fear for the fruit here this season. We 
hear that Eliza*has gone to Appleton, we suppose to go 
to Shawano to Samuel's. We do not remember Father 
Woods sister's name in Canada who has died, but so it 
is, we will all be called away Soon. Should we be so 
wise as to Choose the good way all will be well. But 
dear Children we must watch and pray that we may be 
guided aright. We have much to say and would be glad 
to see you all. By grace we will try to meet you where 
we join in eternal praise. Your Aunt Amy, your Uncle 
Isaac's wife, died last summer in Chatham and her 
Daughter Elizabeth. Mr. Petchl's wife is also gone. 
Samuel Dolsen says we would hardly know Dresden it is 
so grown. They have a religious revival going there. 
It has lasted more than six weeks and many are joining 
the church. we are glad to hear of that. If we are 
far away you will write as often as you can, say once 

-6-



a month at least. Your Ma says twice a month. We will 
if we can and give our love to all. We hope your brother 
John may have better health and we remain your loving 
parents. 

William and Martha Griffis. 

*Eliza Ann, b. 1849, dtr. of Daniel Griffis, #4. 

Ann Elizabeth and her husband, Capt. Geo. R. Wood, both 
died in San Francisco; she 20 Feb. 1883; he 8 Feb.1893; 
both buried in San Francisco. 

Children (surname Wood): 

1. Martha Abigail, b. 20 May 1850,Chatham Ont.; bapt. 
by Rev. Griffis; d. 11 May 1898, San Francisco; 
m. in San Francisco, 25 Sept. 1880, George Francis 
Wells, who had come from Honolulu to marry her. 
He had established a music store there in 1878, 
at what was then 107 Fort St. They departed by 
steamer the afternoon of their wedding, to make 
their home in Honolulu. There they lived until 
failing health of Mr. Wells forced them to return 
to San Francisco in 1883, when he established a 
successful music business at 1360 Market st. 
After the death of Mr. Wells, 3 July 1894, Mrs. 
Wells continued the business with difficulty, 
due to her lack of experience. The business 
closed the year of her death. Both she and 
Mr. Wells were cremated. George F. Wells was 
b. in Whitefield, N.H., 1849, the son of James 
Wells, b. in Sebec, Me., 1827, and Sarah Dexter; 
m. 20 Sept. 1846. James Wells died at Whitefield, 
N.H., 25 Jan. 1899. He had joined the Union Army 
6 Nov. 1861, Co. E, 3rd Vermont Infantry; was 
honorably discharged at Carver Hospital, Washington, 
D.C., 19 June 1862, for disability incurred in 
service (varicose ulcers in both legs). 

Children (surname Wells) 

(1) Arthur, b. 29 Sept. 1882, Honolulu; bapt. by 
Rev. Lions (Episcopal) Oakland, Calif; d. 
20 Oct. 1918; buried in Cypress Lawn Cem., 
San Mateo, Calif.; m. Grace Wolpert, 15 Apr. 
1915, San Francisco. 
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Children: 

George Griffis Wolpert Wells, b. 2 Mar. 1916, 
San Francisco; bapt. by Rev. Pratt (Episco
pal); m. Yvonne Bordegaray. He is an 
Interior Decorator. Address: 2848 Arguella 
Drive, Burlingame, Calif. Children: Charles, 
b. 4 Feb. 1956; Lauren, b. 15 July, 1957. 

John Arthur Francis Wells, b. 3 Apr. 1918, 
San Francisco; bapt. by Rev. Pratt (Episco
pal); m. Donna J. Lofgren, b. 11 June 1930, 
Portland, Ore.; graduate of University of 
Portland;registered nurse. Mr. Wells is an 
Electrical Engineer; graduate of University 
of Calif., class of 1941. He served in U.S. 
Naval Reserve 1941-46, obtaining rank of 
Commander; is now President of Artwel Electric, 
Inc., San Francisco. Address: 2311 16th Ave., 
San Francisco, Calif. 

(2) Carlyle Griffis Wells, b. 8 June 1884, San 
Francisco; bapt. by Rev. Lions (Episcopal); 
married Grace Luders of Portland, Oregon, 
24 Jan. 1907. She was born 26 June 1884 and 
passed away 6 Apr. 1969; her resting place, 
Mt. View Crematorium, Oakland, Calif. They 
had been a happy and devoted couple through 
the years. He has always maintained a keen 
interest in family ties, and has supplied 
much information and inspiration for these 
records. Until retirement he was with the 
Otis Elevator Company. Address: 316 Santa 
Clara Ave., Oakland, Calif. 94610. 

Children of Carlyle and Grace Wells: 

Helen Elizabeth, b. 18 June 1911, Oakland; 
bapt. by Rev. Pratt (Episcoal); H.S. grad.; 
m. Barney de Giere, 31 July 1937. Address: 
3644 Califia, Oakland, Calif. Children: 
Stephen Wells, b. 4 Dec. 1943 (adopted); 
Robert Louis, b. 10 July 1945; had one year 
of service in Viet Nam; is stationed in 
Germany as of Sept. 1968. 
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Carlyle Griffis Wells, Jr., b. 20 June, 1916, 
San Diego, Calif.; m. Patricia Burlingame, 
28 Oct. 1945, Reno, Nev. World War II 
Record: joined the 8th Air Force as flight 
engineer, and made 37 missions over Germany 
and surrounding countries as technical 
sergeant; was awarded the Air Medal with 
four oak leaf clusters. He is in the con
struction business, his 1968 project being 
with the construction of the San Francisco 
subway. Children: Carlee Wells, b. 15 Nov. 
1946; is employed in Oakland. Susan Wells 
b. 20 May 1952; a H.S. student 1968-69, 
concentrating on French, and planning on 
study in Paris. John Bryan Wells, b. 8 May, 
1959. Address: 120 Hermosa Ave., Oakland, 
Calif. 

(3) George Frederick Wells, b. 21 Nov. 1890, San 
Francisco; bapt. by Rev. Lions (Episcopal); 
rn. Olga Ungerman, 29 Sept. 1920, San Francisco. 
She was born 1 July 1895, San Francisco, the 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Gustav Ungerman. 
George F. attended University of Calif., class 
of 1915; specialized in Electrical Engineering; 
has been engaged in electrical manufacturing 
for the past fifty years, and is Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the Wells Manufac
turing Corp., the largest firm in western 
United States producing commercial electrical 
cooking equipment. Mr. Wells joined California 
Masonic Lodge #1 on 13 May 1926, and became 
Master of the Lodge in 1936; joined California 
Commandery, then Islam Temple Shrine of San 
Francisco; is a member of Kiwanis Club. 
Address: 1338 Jones St., San Francisco, Calif. 
94109. Two sons (b. in S.F.): 

Donald Arthur Wells, b. 23 Mar. 1924; bapt. by 
Rev. Feix, 1926; graduated from U of Colorado 
1946; served in U.S.Navy as 1st Lieutenant. 
He married in San Mateo, Calif., 26 June 1948, 
Barbara Burnett, daughter of Dr. Glen and 
Gladys Burnett. Barbara was born in San Mateo 
23 Nov. 1928. Donald joined Calif. Masonic 
Lodge #1 on 20 Sept. 1951, and became Master 
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of that Lodge in 1960; is a member of Rotary 
Club. In 1962 he became President and 
Treasurer of the Wells Manufacturing Corpo
ration, 202 Littlefield Avenue, South San 
Francisco. 94080. Children: Deborah Lee 
Wells, b. 24 Nov. 1949; is a sophomore at 
U of Colorado (1968-69). Kathy Wells, b. 
12 Nov. 1952; a senior at Crystal Springs 
H.S. (68-69); Donald Arthur Wells, Jr., 
b. 24 June 1954, Atherton, Calif.; grammar 
school senior (1968-69). 

George Kenneth Wells, b. 1 Jan. 1926; bapt. 
by Rev. Feix, 1928; graduated from Uni
versity of California 1946; served in U.S. 
Navy as 2nd Lieutenant; married Joyce Howell 
in San Francisco, 26 Aug. 1950. She was 
born 5 Jan. 1929, in San Mateo, the daughter 
of Olin and Lillian Howell. George Kenneth 
joined California Masonic Lodge #1. He has 
served as Vice President and Sales and 
Advertising Manager of the Wells Manufacturing 
Corporation since 1962. The family resides 
in Belvedere, Calif. Children: Brian Wells, 
b. 12 Oct. 1955; Jeffrey Wells, b. 25 March 
1957; Pamela Wells, b. 14 March 1959; 
Jennifer Wells, b. 25 Sept. 1961. All 
attend Belvedere schools. 

2. Peleg Wood, d. 16 Jan. 1856, an infant; buried 
18 Jan. 1856, Neenah, Wis., Oakhill Cemetery, in 
the same lot where are buried his cousin, Willie 
Griffis and Maggie -E. Griffis, mother of Willie. 
(This cemetery was begun in 1849, and is said to 
be the second oldest public cemetery in the United 
States). 

3. William George Wood, b. 27 Jan. 1854, Chatham, Ont.; 
bapt. by Rev. Griffis; d. in San Francisco, 24 
Nov. 1925; buried there. He was a teacher of voice; 
unmarried. (Following is a letter written by him 
to his uncle, Wm. Case Griffis, relative to the 
passing of his sister Martha Wood Wells): 
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San Francisco, June 5,1898 

Dear Uncle William 
Your kind letter came to hand - we 

were very much pleased to hear from you- Yes we have 
lost poor Mattie--her death was very sudden and 
entirely unexpected. She had diabetes, of which 
she knew nothing of herself. She had been ailing 
some but thought it was a case of grip. She went 
to church on Sunday; she went to bed Monday night-
Wednesday 4 A.M. was dead. She leaves 3 boys---
15-13-& 7. May has gone to the house to take care 
of them--and is appointed guardian to her estate-
about $12,000. We are going to try and run the 
business for the benefit of the boys. She was 
cremated the same as Mr. Wells. She left three 
fine boys-- Arthur the oldest graduates this 
month. The baby, or George, 7 years- plays the 
piano beautifully-in fact has played in public 
several times -- he is in the 3rd grade at school.-
how is Mattie, and Orville--I suppose he must be 
rich by this time as he was a great boy to save --
I can remember him as squeezing a nickel till it 
hollered - Probably if I had done more of it I 
would of been better off now, but I have enjoyed 
myself in a moderate way - and what is the use 
to fret - With best love to all I am 

Your loving Nephew W.G.Wood 

4. Frederick Edwin Wood, b. 19 Dec. 1857, in Appleton, 
Wis., bapt. by Rev. Griffis; died in San Francisco, 
May 1922; buried in Cypress Lawn Cem., San Mateo, 
Calif.; m. Nellie Hibbard in San Jose, Calif.; 
11 Feb. 1894. He was a train dispatcher. 

Children: 

(1) Dudley Edwin, b. 17 Nov. 1894, San Francisco; 
m. Marie Larson. 

(2) Millicent, b. 27 Jan. 1896, Aptos, Calif.; 
d. Sept. 1930; m. Wm. Sunday, Jr., of 
Los Angeles, son of the famous evangelist, 
Billy Sunday, Div.; no children. 

5. Mary Sophia Wood, b. 17 Aug. 1860, Appleton, Wis.; 
unmarried; teacher of piano; the "Aunt May" who was 
helpful in rearing the orphaned children of her 
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sister; d. 6 Mar. 1945, San Francisco. 

(Following are portions of a letter written by 
her to Martha Griffis Cortelyou): 

710 Waller Street 
San Francisco, Calif. 
Jan. 27th 1925 

My dear, dear cousin, 
I am in your "black book" 

I know, not writing you but 0, my dear 
Mat it seems as if my life had been one misery 
after another-----the only respite I had 
was for a short time after Pa died. In August 
last, Will became perfectly helpless from the 
waist down even the strength in his arms 
to a great extent. I couldn't take care of him 
any longer, as I am not in the best of health 
myself & knew if I got sick Mat's youngest boy 
George would have us both on his hands and 

I realized that would never do! he is a 
dear good boy and came here every day twice 
to wash & help Will until we got him in the 
''Home for Incurables'' --- the doctor said 
he was beyond medical attention, all he need
ed was nursing-------so the ''Home'' seemed the 
only thing left! He wanted to go, insisted 
on it as he knew I could not stand any more. 
I go out and see him twice a week and he seems 
cheerful & puts on a brave front; more 
than I do I am afraid. I am all alone 
and get terribly melancholy at times; 
after a while I may be able to throw 
it off. 

Don't wait for me to write------
you have written me little notes-----
I enjoyed them so much. I think I am 
like my mother in regards to her family. 
She was very loyal to them and I feel the 
same especially your family. I enjoyed 
Orville's visit very much and was agreeably 
surprised in his wife.------------ You know 
my mother always brought me up to have a tender 
place in my heart for your Will.-------------
Let me hear from you soon. Love to Frank 
and wife and much to your dear self. 

Lovingly, May w. 
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v. Sophia Abigail Griffis, b. 7 June 1834, Chatham, 
Ont.; bapt. 20 July 1836 by Elder Ryerson; d. 
23 Apr. 1902; buried in Madrid, Iowa. She 
married Henry Marsh, St. Catherines, Can., 1852. 
Her husband had a large butcher shop in Omaha, 
Neb. 

Children (surname Marsh): 

1. Richard Leonard, b. in Canada; was burned to 
death in California; m. Matilda Anderson. 
Child: Helen. 

2. William Frederick, b. in Canada; d. in Chicago. 
Married. One child: Henry, lived in Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

3. Myers Henry, b. in Canada; was killed at 
Marion, Iowa, in a train wreck. One child; 
Henry Myers Marsh, lived in Chicago. 

4. George Walter, b. in Council Bluffs, Iowa; 
died in Chicago of pneumonia. 

5. Josephine, b. in Boone, Ia.; d. in Largo, 

6. 

Fla.; m. _____ ~Bernico. 

Margaret Mary, b. 19 Feb. 1869, Boone, 
m. Isaac Newton Hardy, 26 Nov. 1890. 
was b. 9 Jan. 1868, Madrid, Iowa. 

Children (surname Hardy): 

Ia., 
He 

(1) Martha, b. 20 June 1895, Boone, Iowa; 
m. in Central City, Iowa in 1913, 
Albert A. Klais. Child: Mildred, 
a. in infancy. 

(2) Irene Natalie, b. 6 May 1907, Central 
City, Iowa; m. in Harden, Mont., 
11 Nov. 1932, George Hamilton Sigler, 
b. 3 Sept. 1906, Norwich, N.Y. 
Address: 1509 N. Gould St., Sheridan, 
Wyo. 

7. Rose Ann, b. 25 Dec. 1875, Lincoln, Neb., m. 
John W. Mack, b. 11 Apr. 1860, Rodman, N.Y. 
He died in Tarpon Springs, Fla., 15 Mar. 1929. 
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She was a member of the Episcopal church; 
was a nurse in Tarpon Springs in 1941. 

Child: 
Lou E. Mack, b. 24 June 1899, Chicago, Ill.: 
died in Tampa, Fla., 7 Apr. 1920. 

vi. Mary Lucinda: Register of Mary Lucinda Griffis 
Ryan (copied by Marh Martha Ryan from her 
father's diary): 

Born in Chatham, Canada June 1, 1837 
Descent: Welsh--Holland 
Father's Name: Rev. Wm. Griffis 
Mother's " : Martha Van Dolson 

4 Brothers--2 Sisters 

Educated at Lawrence University, Appleton, Wis. 
Bapt. by Rev. David Wright, Aug. 20, 1837 
Religion: Confirmed in Grace (Episcopal) Church 
by 1st Bishop of Wis., Bishop Jackson Kemper, 
D.D.L.L.D Jan. 20, 1867. 
Rev. George Gibson, Rector. 

Marriage to James Ryan--Sep. 29,1858 (Appleton) 

Height 5 ft. 3 in. Weight 115 lb. 
Brunette, dark hair & brown eyes 

high color 

Died--May 19, 1874--Appleton, Wis. 
Hemorrhage peterine 
Buried in Riverside Cemetery 

I hereby Certify that on the 29th day 
September 1858. I united in matrimony 

James Ryan 
& 

Mary Lucinda Griffis 
According to the laws of Wisconsin. 

of 

Witnesses: 
(George R. Wood 

Rev. P.B.Pease 
Pastor M.E.Church 

(Ann Elizabeth Wood 
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James Ryan married secondly, Caroline Studley, 
born 24 Apr. 1839; died 19 Feb. 1906. She was 
a widow with several children. A little hand
written invitation to their wedding is possessed 
by Carlyle Griffis Wells, given to him by Mary 
M. Ryan Jones: 

"Mr. & Mrs. W.M.Johnson invite you to 
be present at the marriage of Mrs. C.L. 
Studley to Mr. James Ryan on the morning 
of April 22nd at half past eight, 1885. 
189 W. Fort St., Detroit, Mich.'' 

Mr. Ryan died 6 Jan. 1913. 

Children (surname Ryan): 

1. Samuel James, b. 18 Aug. 1859; Appleton, Wis.; 
bapt. by Rev. Himebaugh, 14 July 1862; died 
in Monrovia, Calif., 4 April 1939; married 
Alice C. Doland of Rogers Park, Ill., 7 Oct. 
1909, Rev. Tompkins of the Methodist church 
officiating; was educated at Lawrence Uni
versity, Appleton, Wis. In 1887 he assumed 
management of the Appleton cescent, the 
first newspaper of Appleton, established in 
1850 by his grandfather, Col. Samuel Ryan, 
with his four sons, including James, the 
father of Samuel James. He retired in 1919, 
and located with his family in Monrovia, 
Calif.,where he became a valued member of 
the community. He was an Episcopalian, and 
a member of the Elks, Kiwanis, and University 
Clubs; member of the Monrovia Park Board, 
and a Director of the Monrovia Chamber of 
Commerce. In politics he was a Democrat. 
Mrs. Ryan preceded him in death, July 1938, 
in Monrovia. 

Children (surname Ryan): 

(1) Samuel Doland, died 2nd day after 
birth. 

(2) Mary Winchell, b. 24 Mar. 1912, 
Appleton; bapt. by Rev. Doane Upjohn 

(Episcopal); attended Bishop's School 
for girls; graduate of Monrovia H.S.; 
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attended U of Southern Calif.; 
graduate of U of Arizona; member 
of Pi Beta Phi; was employed by 
Office of War Information in 
Washington and London during W.W.II; 
employed by the United States Air 
Force (Security Service) for approx
imately twenty years, including 
eight years in the American Zone 
of West Germany. She married 
21 April 1963, William E. Craig, Jr., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. E. Craig, a 
newspaper publisher and theatre owner 
of Rayne, La. Address: 223 Dartmoor 
Drv., San Antonio, Texas 78227 

(3) Samuel Gee, b. 18 Nov. 1914, Appleton, 
Wis.; bapt. by Rev. Upjohn (Episcopal); 
joined Presbyterian church in Mon
rovia, Calif.; graduate of Monrovia 
H.S., Pasadena Junior College, and 
U of Idaho; majored in Forestry and 
Business; A.B. from u. of I., June, 
1938; member of Tau Kappa Epsilon 
Fraternity. He married in June,1937, 
Roberta Ryan of Moscow, Idaho, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ryan, 
originally from New York. "Mike" was 
a Marathon runner on the U.S. Olympic 
team about 1912; was track and field 
coach at various colleges, including 
Colby in Maine, U. of Idaho, and U of 
Wyoming. His last activity was with 
Santa Clara Youth Center, an athletic 
club in northern Calif.; is now re
tired and living with his wife in 
San Jose. Samuel Gee was employed by 
Southern Counties Gas co., Los Angeles, 
in purchasing department. He passed 
away in March, 1961. Children(sur
name Ryan): 

Sandra Nancy, b. 12 Sept. 1939, Santa 
Monica, Calif.; graduate of Santa 
Monica H.S.; Santa Monica City College, 
and U of Calif. at Los Angeles; majored 
in History; A.B. in 1962; also M.A. and 
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Ph.D. at U.C.L.A.; member of Delta 
zeta Sorority. She married Leroy 
J. Dresbeck, 14 July 1962. He 
attended Loyola University and u.c. 
L.A.; Ph.D. in History; both are now 
teaching history at University of 
Montana. Address: 400 North Avenue E., 
Missoula, Montana. 59801 
Children (surname Dresbeck): 
Rachel Ann, b. 16 Sept. 1963, Burbank, 
Calif.; Brian Edmund, b. 15 Nov., 
1965, Burbank; Eric Robert, b. 24 
July 1967, Santa Monica, Calif. 

James Paul, b. 1 April 1943, Santa 
Monica; graduate of Santa Monica H.S.; 
Santa Monica City College (President 
of Student Body), and U.C.L.A.; 
A.B. in 1966; is now a Lieut. in 
U.S.Navy; present duty, instructor 
in Naval subjects at Harvard Univer
sity. He married Mary Ellen McGurdy 
of Milwaukee, Wis. 10 June 1967. 
Daughter: Courtney Katherine, b. 
2 Feb. 1969. Address: 12 Granville 
Rd., Cambridge, Mass. 02138. 

Richard Sheldon, b. 25 July 1944., 
Santa Monica; graduate of Santa 
Monica H.S.; Santa Monica City 
College, and Calif. Polytechnic 
college; A .B. 1967; is now Store
keeper 2nd Class, U.S.N.R., abroad 
U.S.S.Brister, based at Pearl Harbor. 
He married Susan Henderson of Downey, 
Calif., 10 Sept. 1966. Present 
address: 828 16th St., N.H.A.3, 
Honolulu, 96818. Son: Mark William, 
b. 19 July 1967, Lawndale, Calif. 

Julia Eileen, b. 3 Mar. 1955, Santa 
Monica; student at Lincoln Jr. H.S. 
(1968-69), Santa Monica. Address: 
328 14th St., Santa Monica, Calif. 

(4) Robert Dolson Ryan, b. 13 Dec. 1916, 
Chicago, Ill.; bapt. by Rev. Doane 
Upjohn {Episcopal); joined Presbyterian 
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church in Monrovia, but confirmed in 
Episcopal church in 1946; graduate 
of Monrovia H.S., Pasadena Junior 
College, and University of Southern 
Calif.; majored in International 
Relations; B.S.F.S. in June,1939; 
member of Chi Phi Fraternity; has 
been employed by General Steamship 
Corp.; L.T.D., in Los Angeles since 
1939; is now District Traffic Manager. 
He has held the following offices: 
President of Los Angeles Transporta
tion Club; President of Junior Foreign 
Trade Association of Southern, Calif.; 
Vestryman and Clerk of St. Edmund's 
Episcopal Church, San Marino, Calif. 
He married, 26 Nov. 1942, Charlotte 
Kellog of Monrovia, daughter of Mr. 
& Mrs. Harry L. Kellogg, he formerly 
a druggist in Oconomowoc, Wis.; was 
in insurance business in Monrovia, 
and served there as Postmaster during 
the Hoover Administration. Address: 
871 Palo Alto Drive, Arcadia, Calif. 
91006. 

2. Mary Martha Ryan, b. 4 Oct. 1861, Appleton, 
Wis.; bapt. by Rev. Wm. Griffis; died in 
Arcadia, Calif. 31 May 1958 at the age of 
96 years 7 mo. 27 days; burial was in the 
family lot in Appleton, Wisc. She married 
first, James Chamberlain Royce of Springfield, 
Mass.; secondly, Frederick Duncan Jones of 
Oskosh, Wis. She was confirmed in the 
Episcopal church by Bishop Knight; was a 
member of DAR on the service of Wm. Griffis,Sr. 
(her Nat'l Number, 39800); Belonged to 
Monrovia Woman's Club; Women's Democratic Club 
of Monrovia. She was keenly interested in 
family, and her spirit is responsible for the 
beginning of these family records. 

Child (surname Royce): 

Iva Alura,b.6 Nov. 1885; bapt. by Father 
Sumnerville, Grace Episcopal church, 
Appleton, Wisconsin; confirmed by Bishop 
Gailor, Episcopal Church., Memphis, Tenn.; 
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educated in St. Mary's Episcopal 
Boarding School, Knoxville, Ill. She 
married first, Horace S. Pyatt of Oak 
Park, Ill.; m. 2nd, Eleodora A. deCampi 
of Chicago. She died at her home in 
Chicago, 21 Aug. 1934, after an illness 
of four years; funeral service at St. 
Mark's Episcopal Church, Rev. Father 
McLain officiating; burial in Greenwood 
Cemetery. One child (surname Pyatt): 

Iva Royce, b. l March 1908; bapt. by 
Rev. Shalor, Oak Park Episcopal 
Church; confirmed in The Cathedral, 
Chicago, by Bishop Craig Stewart, 
(Episcopal) 1935; graduate of Sterritt 
School for Girls, Chicago; one year 
at Chicago U.; one year at National 
Park (Washington, D.C.). Royce 
married, 28 Dec. 1935, Thomas Alfred 
Ancliffe of Toronto, Can., in St. Mark's 
Church, Drexel Ave., Chicago, Rev. 
Donald McLain officiating. Mr. Ancliffe d. 
about 1964. Royce is living at 1725 
N.E. 7th St., Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
33304. Children (surname Ancliffe): 
Pamela, m. ____ .Burnette; separated; 
has one son, Christopher Mark, age 
1\ yr. Oct. 1968; Kent, lives in 
Bronxville, N.Y.; attends Columbia U.; 
married Rachel Steinhardt. They have 
a baby daughter, Rebecca. Bonnie Jean, 
age 16 (1968) lives with her mother 
and is a Junior in Ft. Lauderdale H.S. 
She plays the only oboe in the H.S. 
band. Bonnie hopes to attend college 
in North Carolina. 

3. Iva Maud Evangeline Ryan, b. 13 Jan. 1865; bapt. 
by Rev. Griffis; confirmed in Grace Episcopal 
Church, Appleton, Wis. by Bishop Grafton, 1880. 
She married George Francis Adams, 12 July 1905. 
She was a member of O.E.S .. , and of Monrovia 
Woman's Club and Democratic Woman's Club; a 
widow; no children. Died 11 May 1949. 
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4. Dudley Ryan, b. 14 May 1870, Appleton, Wis. 
bapt. by Rev. Griffis. He married Jessie 
MacGregor, daughter of Anne and William 
MacGregor of Rockford, Ill., 21 May 1901. 
She was born in 1868, Rockford, Ill., and 
died in May 1945, Hamilton, Ontario. Dudley 
was a foreman in the Beloit Machine Co., 
Beloit, Wis.; was transferred to Hamilton, 
Ont., and made manager of the P.B.Yates 
Machine co.; was later made president of 
the company; retired in 1937. He died in 
Florida 21 May 1966, age 96 yr.7 da.; his 
religion: Presbyterian; his politics: 
Democrat when living in the U.S. He became 
a naturalized citizen of Canada, and a 
Conservative. He was a Mason,and member of 
the Scottish Rite; was a Corporal in the 
Spanish American War. 

Child: 

Marion Elizabeth, b. 24 May 1902. Educa
tion: H.S. and Guelph University, Guelph, 
Ont. She married in Oct. 1927, Casper 
B. Gullett of Toronto. They had one 
child: Jean Elizabeth, b. 13 May 1932, 
in Toronto; d. 16 Aug. 1937, Tornoto. 
Mr. Gullett died, and Marion remarried 
1958, to John Gibson. Address: 
74 Colin Ave., Toronto 7, Ontario. 

6.vii. Samuel James Harris, b. 31 March 1843. 
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3. WILLIAM CASE3GRIFFIS (William 2 , William 1 ), b. 14 June 
1825, at his grandfather Dolson's home, 4 miles from 
Chatham, county Kent, Upper Canada, the first child 
of the Reverend William Griffis and Martha Dolson 
Griffis; baptized by Rev. Thomas Madden, 16 July 1825, 
and named in honor of Rev. William Case, a respected 
associate of Rev. Griffis. He died at his home in 
Beaver Dam, Wis., 27 July 1902. He married first, 
Margaret (Maggie) Elitha Aiken of Chatham, 10 Sept. 
1847, at Detroit. She was born 10 Jan. 1831, the 
daughter of Quartermaster Aiken of the 34th Regiment, 
U.S. Army. (The Aikens are said to have come from 
Ireland. The information concerning Maggie's father 
is from David N. Griffis, #27.) She died 7 July 
1861, in Neenah, Wis., and is buried in Oakhill 
Cemetery there. When visited in 1942 by Herbert A. 
Griffis and his daughters, the graves and stones 
were in good condition. William married secondly, 
Charlotte (Lottie) Frost, 23 Sept. 1863. She died 
of typhoid fever, 11 Feb. 1870. She was an excellent 
step-mother. (Orville and Herb were also ill with 
typhoid at the same time.) Lottie is buried in the 
Griffis lot at Oakwood Cemetery, Beaver Dam. 
William married a third wife, Sarah Erway of Beaver 
Dam, 16 Nov. 1870. She was born 30 Aug. 1849. By 
a previous marriage, Sarah had a son, George, who 
died in his youth. Sarah survived her husband, 
William, and moved to the state of New York where 
she died, at Burnette, in 1933. 

Newspaper clippings concerning William Case Griffis: 
(From a Chatham, Ontario paper): 

A CHATHAM BOY'S SPEECH-- A copy of the Beaver Dam 
Citizen on our table contains a column and a quarter 
report of the inaugural speech of the newly chosen 
Mayor of that city, who proves to be W.C.Griffis, a 
Chatham boy. He will be remembered as the son of 
Rev. Wm. Griffis, a Methodist preacher who officiated 
in Chatham forty years ago. W.C.'s mother was a 
daughter of uncle Daniel Dolson of River Thames, a 
pillar of Methodism in Chatham in its early days. 
Mayor Griffis is evidently a public spirited and 
popular citizen, as the tenor of his speech indicates 
that he was chosen by acclamation. 
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Regarding Masonic Membership of Wm. C.G.: 

An item has been published in several state (Wisconsin) 
papers claiming that Capt. J.N.Stone of the Neenah 
Times has been a member of the Masonic order longer 
than any other member in the state. This statement 
is incorrect. W.C.Griffis, one of the early resi
dents of Appleton, now a druggist in the city of 
Waupun, antedates Capt. Stone six years, having taken 
the Masonic vows in 1948. In 1854 Mr. Griffis was 
Master of the Neenah lodge, at which time Capt. Stone 
was admitted. Mr. Griffis has been a member of the 
order nearly fifty years, surely a veteran in the 
ranks. He is full of years, but they rest lightly 
on his shoulders; he has the buoyant spirits of 
youth and physically is more active and vigorous 
than most men half his age. In fact, he is the 
youngest man of his age in Wisconsin. 

They Caned Him 

A very enjoyable social affair took place at the 
home of Superintendent of Schools, W.C. Griffis, 
last Thursday evening, June 14, 1900. It was in 
honor of Mr. Griffis' 75th birthday. As a surprise 
to him his wife invited the teachers of this city 
to his home, and after partaking of a splendid menu 
and enjoying a pleasant visit, Prof. Hubbell in a 
few well chosen remarks presented Mr. Griffis with 
an elegant gold-headed cane, upon which was in
scribed--"Supt. W.C.Griffis, from the teachers of 
Beaver Dan, Wis., June 14, 1900." Mr. Griffis very 
feelingly responded, and now has a token of which 
he may well be proud. 

(The cane was handed down to Wm. Case Griffis, son 
of Herbert, and now in possession of Wm. Clair G., 
Sr.) 

----------------------------------------------------
Obituary of William case Griffis, Beaver Dam paper: 

Griffis-- At his home in the Fourth ward of this 
city at 12 o'clock M., Sunday July 27, 1902, William 
c. Griffis, aged 77 years, 1 month and 13 days. 
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Deceased was seemingly the embodiment of physical 
strength and health, but for the last four or five 
months had been poorly, and was unable to attend 
to business since early in May. And on Sunday, 
July 27, he departed this life, joining the ranks 
of the great majority, leaving us on this side to 
mourn his death. 

William C. Griffis was born in Chatham, County Kent, 
Upper Canada, June 14, 1825. In 1846 he graduated 
as a physician and druggist from Montreal College, 
and came to Wisconsin in 1852, locating at Neenah, 
where he opened a drug store and continued the same 
until 1856, when he moved to Appleton and engaged 
in general merchandise, which he continued for three 
years. He then returned to Canada, and in 1862 he 
came back to Wisconsin and located in this city, 
engaging in the drug business, and with the ex
ception of a year and a half spent in Milwaukee 
and four years at Waupun, in the same business, 
this city has been his home. He was one of the 
oldest druggists in the state. 

In 1870 he was elected school commissioner of the 
Fourth Ward. He was Mayor of the city for six 
years, having been elected in 1881, '82, '87, '91, 
'92, '93. He was elected School superintendent 
in 1900 to fill a vacancy, and was re-elected in 
1901 and 1902. Thus for more than a third of a 
century he has been identified with the business 
interests and public welfare of this city, and it 
may be truthfully said of him, no man ever brought 
to the discharge of his public duties a more con
scientious service. His integrity was unquestion
ed; he was a good citizen, a kind and considerate 
father, a true friend and an honest man. 

In 1870 he married Sarah J., daughter of the late 
M.W. Erway of this city, who survives him. He 
also leaves four children. They are Mrs. Mattie 
Cortelyou, of Sisseton, S.D., Orville A. Griffis 
of Geddes, S.D., Herbert of Watertown, S.D., and 
W.J. of this city; also two brothers, S.J.H. Griffis 
of Green Bay, Wis., and D.D. Griffis of Chicago,Ill. 

The funeral was held from the residence on Spring 
Street,Tuesday afternoon. The services were con
ducted by Rev. Seth M. Wilcox, a former rector of 
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this city, but now of Boone, I.owa.. The remains 
were taken to Oakwood and laid to rest with Masonic 
ceremonies, Bro. Joseph H. Sawyer officiating. The 
city officers, common council, board of education 
and public school teachers attended in a body; the 
banks, stores, and business places generally were 
closed, and all gathered at the burial to mani-
fest by their presence their sorrow and respect 
for the deceased. 

History of Dodge County Wisconsin, p. 582 gives an 
account of W.C.Griffis. 

Children (by first wife): 

4 
i. Martha Ann, b. 14 Apr. 1849, Chatham, Ont.; 

bapt. by Rev. Griffis; died 8 Mar. 1938, 
Sisseton, S.D.; married Henry Maldaner of 
Watertown, Wis., 1870. He died in 1878. 
She married 2nd, Henry Cortelyou of Monte
video, Minn., 1881. (See pub. vol. of 
Cortelyou Genealogy). At an early age 
Martha (Mattie) moved with her parents 
from Ontario to Wisconsin. She attended 
schools there, and was traired in fine 
needlework at the Sister's School in 
Beaver Dam. She was a member of the 
Episcopal church. In 1895 she moved with 
her husband to Sisseton, S.D., where,with 
her son, they established the cortelyou 
and Maldaner Drug Store. She was a member 
of O.E.S., and was active in Red Cross 
work during World War I. Mr. Cortelyou 
died in 1923. 

Child (surname Maldaner): 

Frank Press, b. 29 Feb. 1872, Beaver Dan, 
Wis.; moved to Montevideo, Minn., with 
his mother in 1881; graduated from 
Minnesota School of Pharmacy in 1893, 
and entered business in Montevideo. 
On 16 July 1893, he married Maude Proper 
in Downing, Wis.; in 1895 they located 
in Sisseton, S.D. He died in Sisseton 
30 May 1956, following a few years of 
retirement due to ill health. Maude 
died a few years later. Frank was a 

-24-



ii. 

7.iii. 
8. iv. 
9. V. 

vi. 

member of the Masonic bodies, and 
Maude the O.E.S. 

William (Willie) Aiken, b. 20 Nov. 1852; 
d. 27 June 1856; buried in Oak Hill 
Cemetery, Neenah, Wis. 

Orville Alphonso, b. 31 Oct. 1855. 
Herbert Allen, b. 29 Apr. 1858. 
Will James, b. 25 Sept. 1860. 

Child(by 3rd wife): 
Milton case, b, 30 Aug. 1871; d. 20 Aug. 

1872. 
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4. DANIEL DOLSON
3

GRIFFIS (William, 2 William 1 ), born 25 
May 1827, Chatham, Can.; died 22 Feb. 1911, Chicago; 
baptized by Elder Madden, 26 Aug. 1827. He married 
first, Ellen Morden of London, Canada, 10 Jan. 1853. 
She was born in 1835, and died 21 Oct. 1858; buried 
in Canada. Daniel married second, Deborah Phillips 
of Liverpool, Nova Scotia, in Oshkosh, Wis., 30 Oct. 
1861. She died in Chicago, Ill, 20 Nov. 1903; buried 
in Rose Hill Cemetery. They were members of the 
Congregational Church. A treasured family possession, 
done by her, is a crayon copy of a picture of William 
Case Griffis with his dog, Trixie. 

(From the Appleton Crescent): "Death of Early Apple
ton Resident--- Daniel Griffis Pioneer of this City 
Died in Chicago on Thursday. Daniel Griffis, aged 
nearly 85 years, died Feb. 22 at the home of his son 
Robert Griffis in Chicago. The deceased was the 
son of the late Rev. William Griffis who came to 
Appleton in the early 50's from Chatham, Ontario. 
Daniel Griffis had the first bakery in Appleton, 
his shop being located on College Avenue where the 
Elm Tree Bakery now stands. 

In the early 70's Mr. Griffis removed to Chicago. 
He joined the Congregational church at Appleton over 
forty years ago and all these years has been a de
voted and consistent member of that denomination. 
For a number of years he was sexton of the Lincoln 
Park Congregational Church and later was secretary 
of the Levytype Engraving co., Chicago. 

Mr. Griffis was a brother-in-law of James Ryan of 
this city. He is survived by a son Robert F. and 
a daughter Mrs. Alfred C. Wyman, both of Chicago. 

The funeral will be on Sunday afternoon at 2 o'clock 
from the late home at 4890 North Hermitage Avenue, 
Chicago." 

Children" 

i. Eliza Ann,
4 

b. 4 Jan. 1854 in Ridgetown, Can.; 
died 9 Apr. 1926 in Chicago; married Alfred 
Culbert Wyman of Nova Scotia, in Chicago, 1885. 

-26-



She is buried in Rose Hill Cemetery. 

Child (surname Wyman): 

Florence Deborah, b. 22 Aug. 1888, Chicago; 
baptized by Rev. Beaton (Congregational); 
married Thomas Merrick Whitson in the 
Presbyterian church, 16 June 1913. Thomas 
died in March 1966. She, an artist and 
housewife, resides in the family home at 
311 Oak Ave., Park Ridge, Ill (1968) 

Children (surname Whitson): 

(1) Richard Wyman, b. 15 Feb. 1920, Chicago; 
married Ruth Erma Bridgman, born in 
Chicago, 31 July 1924, the daughter 
of Erma and Earl Bridgman of Chicago. 
Richard is a Data Processing and 
Mailing Executive. Children: 

Thomas Richard Kozel (stepson), b. 14 
August 1944; married Karen Bazan. 
They have two children: Richard Thomas 
Kozel, b. 29 April 1966; Keith Earl 
Kozel, b. 29 Feb. 1968. 

Debby K. Whitson, b. 17 Sept. 1946; 
married to Lt. John Louden, U.S.M.C. 

Thomas E. Whitson, b. 9 July 1949. He 
is a sophomore at Babson Institute, 
Boston. 

(2) John Thomas, b. 29 March 1926, Evanston, 
Ill.; married Ellen Davis, born in 
Bozeman, Mont., March 1925, the daughter 
of William and Katherine Davis of 
Bozeman. Children: 

Thomas Whitson, b. 5 May 1950; Anne, 
b. 17 June 1952; Barbara, b. 9 Aug. 
1954. 

John married 2nd, Marjorie Carlson. They 
have two children: Kirsten, b. 6 June 
1964; Karen, b. 13 June 1967. 
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ii. Martha L., b. 17 June 1855, Can., died 1856. 
iii. Clara Ann Margaret, b. 23 Jan. 1858, London, 

can.; d. in Chicago, 10 Mar. 1900; buried 

10.iv. 

in Rose Hill; m. Ambrose Geldert of Nova 
Scotia, 15 Nov. 1885; he born 10 Jan.1865; 
d. Apr. 1939, Fresno, Calif. 

Children (surname Geldert): 

1. Doris, b. 1 Mar. 1887; m. 1st, L.H. 
Hayne; 2nd, Louis Matney, 7 Dec. 1929, 
Yuma, Ariz. No children. 

2. Clarence, b. 13 Dec. 1892, Chicago; 
m. 2 Sept. 1920, Marian Carmine in 
Fresno, Calif. He was assistant 
pastor, 1st Pres. Church in Fresno; 
died about 1958. 

Robert Fadie, b. 10 Sept. 1862 (by second 
marriage). 
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5. THOMAS HARRIS
3

GRIFFIS (William
2

, William 1 ), born 
20 June 1829 in Brantford, Ont.; baptized by Rev. 
J. Richardson, 29 Apr. 1832. He married first, 
Jane Ann Taylor, born 16 Maro 1832 in Sydenham, 
Taylor's Mills, Ontario, Can. Their marriage date 
is not available, but they were husband and wife 
when they witnessed the wedding of Ann Elizabeth 
Griffis & George Wood, 23 April 1849 (Original 
marriage certificate in possession of Carlyle Griffis 
Wells). Jane Ann died in Brantford, 20 March 1851, 
age 19 years. Thomas married secondly by Rev. Griffis 
in Chatham, Ontario, 3 Nov. 1852, Lucinda Huff, born 
at Bay Quinte, Huff's Island, Ontario, 3 Oct. 1829. 
They lived first in Dresden, Ont., then in Appleton, 
Wis. Later they moved to Nebraska and farmed a few 
miles north of Lincoln. They retired in Lincoln 
where they both passed away, he on the 29 March 1897, 
and she the 3 July 1906. They are buried in Wyuka 
Cemetery, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Child by first wife: 

i. (a baby girl), b. 19 Mar. 1850; d. 25 May 1850. 

Children by second wife: 

ii. Mary Louise 4 , b. 3 Sept. 1853, Dresden, Ontario; 
married John Alfred Shaw Graham, 7 Feb. 1882, 
in Lincoln, Nebo He was born 4 Aug. 1856 in 
Carlisle, Pa., the son of John Edmund Burke 
Graham, the tenth child of John and Mary (Turbett) 
Graham, b. in Juniata Co., Pa., 25 June 1826, and 
Kate Hemminger (dtr. of John), married 1 March 
1855. John Edmund and Kate lived on the old 
"Graham'' place one mile west of Carlisle, Pa., 
until 1879, when they moved to a farm two miles 
no~th of Lincoln, Neb. After three years they 
moved to a farm which they had purchased near 
Raymond, Neb., and there resided until the death 
of Mr. Graham, 3 Jan. 1899. Mrs. Kate Hemminger 
Graham died 30 Oct. 1908. Most of their children 
lived on farms around Raymond. Mary L. Griffis 
and John Alfred Shaw Graham were married at her 
home in Lincoln, Neb., by Rev. Louis Gregory. 
They soon moved to the farm home at Raymond where 
they resided until death. He died 12 Feb. 1933; 
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she, 8 ~y 1946, both at Raymond, Neb. Mary Louise 
and her mother, Lucinda, were devoted Christian 
women. 

Children (surname Graham): 

1. Ruth Elvira, b. 14 Jan. 1883, Raymond, Neb. 
She was unmarried, and remained at home where 
her activities were centered; died 13 Octo 
1967 at Lincoln, Neb. She was educated at 
Hill Side School, as were all the children 
of the family. 

2. Alfred Burke, b. 25 Sept. 1884, Lincoln, Neb. 
Unmarried; farmed the home place for parents. 
Died 22 Oct. 1967, Lincoln. 

3. Grace Irene, b. 22 July 1886, Raymond, Neb. 
She was engaged in teaching previous to her 
marriage in Raymond to Elmer Andrew Axthelm, 
16 Novo 1910. He was born 17 Aug. 1887, 
Hallam, Neb. Present address: Gothenburg, 
Nebraska. 

Children (surname Axthelm): 

(1) Kenneth Andrew, b. 1 Feb. 1912, Martell, 
Neb. Died suddenly with a heart attack 
at his home, Gothenburg, Neb., 21 Dec. 
1968. 

(2) Ethel Irene, b. 10 April 1914, Martell, 
Neb.; m. Ernest Otis Vanwey, 6 Oct. 1940, 
Gothenburg, He was born 3 Nov. 1915, 
Kearney, Neb. Present address: 
Gothenburg, Nebraka. 

(3) Clayton August, b. 16 Oct. 1915, Martell, 
Neb. (Twin of Cecil); m. Marjorie Jane 
Adams, 5 Jan. 1947, Lincoln, Neb. She 
was born 14 Aug. 1920, Roswell, N.M. 
Present address: Riverton, Wyoming. 
Children: Stephen Clayton, b. 16 Aug. 
1948, Riverton, Wyo.; Paul Alan, b. 15 
Mar. 1951, Riverton, Wyo.; Jane Ellen, 
b. 12 Sept. 1952, Cheyenne, Wyo. 

(4) Cecil Alfred, b. 16 Oct. 1915, Martell, 
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Neb.; (Twin of Clayton); m. Doris Ellen 
Anderson, 19 July 1944, Gothenburg, Neb. 
She was born 14 Feb. 1920, Gothenburg, 
Neb. Present address: North Platte, 
Neb. Children: Michael Kent, b. 25 Dec. 
1946, North Platte, Neb.; m. Tonya Lynn 
Boyer, 7 July, 1968, Gordon, Neb. She 
was born 25 May 1947, Mullen, Neb. 
Present address: Manhattan Kansas. 
Timothy Lee, b. 15 Dec. 1947, North 
Platte, Neb. Mark Anderson, b. 29 June 
1952, North Platte, Nebraska. Kylie Jo, 
b. 9 Feb. 1960, North Platte, Neb. 

(5) Mildred Caroline, b. 4 June 1917, Martell, 
Neb.; m. Morse Umshler, Jr., 2 May 1942, 
Boulder City, Nevada. He was born 5 
Feb. 1919, Shelby, Nebraska. Present 
address: Cozad, Neb. Child: Jan Marie, 
b. 6 Dec. 1955, Loup City, Neb. 

(6) Norris Elmer, b. 11 April 1921, Suther
land, Neb.; m. Mary Louise Thompson, 
2 Feb. 1947, Lexington, Nebraska. She 
was born 6 July 1924, Kearney, Neb. 
Present address: Riverton, Wyo. Children: 
Sheila Rae, b. 26 Sept. 1951, Riverton, 
Wyo.; Thomas Eugene, b.6 Feb.1954, River
ton, Wyo.; Gary Lane, b. 28 May 1957, 
Riverton; Pamela Louise, b. 12 Sept. 1959, 
Riverton; Michael James, b. 14 Sept. 1968, 
Riverton. 

(7) Glen Eldon, b. 23 Nov. 1923, Gothenburg, 
Neb.; m. Margaret Colleen Emery, 27 May 
1951, Cozad, Neb. She was born 5 Jan. 
1930, Brady, Neb. Present address: 
North Platte, Neb. Children: Todd Andrew, 
b. 24 Feb. 1954, Gothenburg, Neb.; Dan 
Alan, b. 12 Feb. 1956, Gothenburg; 
Zoe Ann, b. 25 Sept. 1957, Gothenburg; 
d. 1 Oct. 1957, Gothenburg. Susan Colleen, 
b.16 Oct. 1959, North Platte, Neb. 

4. Alma Kate, b. 26 Aug. 1888, Raymond, Neb.; m. 
at Raymond, Neb., 3 June 1914 to Ernest J. 
Schwaninger, born 7 April 1889 at Hallam, Neb., 

-31-



the son of Godfrey and Barbara (Schaad) 
Schwaninger. Alma and Ernest lived near 
Hallam, Neb. a few years, then moved to 
Horace and Syracuse, Kansas where he en-
gaged in farming. They then moved to Denver, 
Colo., in the spring of 1936 to work with his 
father in the coal business. It was while 
he was making a coal delivery that he was 
struck with a heart attack and died on the 
spot, 10 Feb. 1943. Alma d. in Denver, Colo. 
after a short illness, 4 June 1961. 

Children (surname Schwaninger): 

(1) Opal Louise, b. 7 Mar. 1916, Hallam, 
Neb.; m. 11 Nov. 1945, Robert R. Wright, 
son of Edward and Laura Estella (Clay) 
Wright. They were married at the home 
of F. Earl Clay, 745 So. Gaylord, Denver, 
Colo., by Rev. Henry Ahrens, a Methodist 
minister and long time friend of the 
family. Robert is a graduate of the 
University of Colorado and is an Account
ant with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 
He served nearly four years in the U.S. 
Army during World War II and was on the 
initial landing of Normandy, France on 
D-Day. He belongs to the Masons and is 
active in the Boy Scouts of America. 
The family is active in the Lakewood 
Methodist Church where Opal was a Sunday 
School teacher for eight years. She is 
also active in the 4-H Program. Children: 
Craig Edward Wright, b. 26 May 1951 at 
Longmont, Colo.; Jody Ann Wright, b. 22 
May 1953 at St. Luke's Hospital, Denver, 
Colo. Present address: 8580 West 1st 
Ave., Lakewood, Colo. 80215 

(2) Helen Laverne, b, 13 Oct. 1918, Hallam, 
Neb.; m. John Richard Lutz, a son of 
William C. and Ethel (Brown) Lutz, 9 
June 1940, at the Cameron Methodist 
Church, Denver, Colo., Rev. Henry Ahrens, 
retired, officiating. He also baptized 
Helen in her infancy at Hallam,Nebraska. 
Richard served in the Air Force during 
World War II as a B-17 pilot. He is 
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currently the manager of the Denver 
Branch of National Theater Supply Co., 
where he has been working for about 
30 years. Four daughters, Pamela Jean 
Lutz, b. 22 Apr. 1946; Janet Sue Lutz, 
b. 16 July 1949; Julie Kay Lutz, b. 
4 Feb. 1952; Kate Elizabeth Lutz, b. 
26 Sept. 1955. 

(3) Merle Russel Schwaninger, b. 19 June, 

(4) 

1927, Syracuse, Kansas. His twin sister 
died at birth and was unnamed. He 
married Dorothy Faye (Wingo) Scott, 
her second marriage. By her first 
marriage she had a daughter Gloria Jean 
Scott who married ------~Hiatt. They 
have a daughter named Tracy. Merle 
died 22 March 1963 and is buried at 
Fort Logan Memorial Cemetery. He and 
Dorothy had two children: Ricky Russel 
Schwaninger, b. 31 Jan. 1951; Carol Ann 
Schwaninger, b. 21 May 1955. 

Jacquelyn Moreen, b. 13 Oct. 1931, 
Syracuse, Kansas. She married Billy 
Ray Wingo, 25 Nov. 1948, the son of 
Gillie and Ethel (Moon) Wingo. Dorothy, 
Merle's wife, and Bill Wingo, Jacquelyn's 
husband, are brother and sister. 
Jacquelyn and Bill have four children: 
Stephen Lee Wingo, b. 26 July 1949; 
Debra Lyn Wingo, b. 26 May 1951. She 
was born in Denver the same day that 
Craig E. Wright was born in Longmont, 
Colo. Robin Ann Wingo, b. 15 Aug. 1958; 
Moreen Ray Wingo, b. 1 Oct. 1959. 

5. Susan Hemminger, b. 13 Aug. 1890, Raymond, Neb., 
d. 28 Sept. 1937; unmarried. She was book
keeper for Swartz Paper, Lincoln, Nebraksa 
for eight years. 

6. Iva May, b. 14 Nov. 1893, Raymond, Nebr.; m. 
7 Feb. 1917, Hubert A. Higgins, Raymond, Nebr. 
He was born 6 Aug. 1895. To experience a 
change of environment after living on the 
farm through the drouth of the 30's, 
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the Higgins family moved to Fairdale, 
Ill., 1 Mar. 1940, where Mr. Higgins 
and their two sons worked for the 
DeKalb Seed Co. Later Mr. Higgins 
and Iva worked for Anaconda Wire Co., 
Sycamore,Ill., for one year. In 
1945 they returned to Nebraska and 
farmed the same farm at Raymond until 
retirement, but they still reside in 
their farm home (1968) .Raymond, Neb., 
68428. 

Children (surname Higgins): 

(1) Gerald Hubert, b. 8 Nov. 1918; m. 
25 Feb. 1940, Ethel Lucy Aucock, 
b. 17 Apr. 1917, Dakota City, Neb., 
the daughter of Rev. F.J.Aucock 
who was then serving the Methodist 
Episcopal church in Raymond at the 
time of the marriage. As above 
stated, they moved to Illinois, 
1 Mar. 1940, but returned to 
Nebraska in March 1942. Gerald, 
assisted by his sons, farms nearly 
1200 acres of choice land, mostly 
all irrigated, Aurora, Nebraska. 
Gerald is a H.S. graduate; Meth
odists. Children: Gerald Allen 
Higgins, b. 31 Aug. 1941, DeKalb, 
Ill., just two days before the 
88th birthday of his gr€'3t-grand
mother, Mary L. Griffis Graham, 
who was delighted over the arrival 
of a great=grand child at last. 
He married Sandy Dalke, 21 May 1966, 
and they have a son, Christopher 
Allen Hiooins, b. 19 June 1967. 
They are Methodists. Clayton 
Leroy Higgins, b. 5 Dec. 1944; 
married Myra Erb, 2 March, 1968. 

(2) Russel Jay, b. 14 June 1921; 
d. 17 Aug. 1921. 
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(3) Lurton Leroy, b. 5 Aug. 1923; 
m. 12 June 1948, Beverly Smith 
of Portl1nd, Oregon; served in 
WW II 1943-1946 in the P;acific 
Isl;ands, in the Joint Ass;ault 
Signal Corps Speci;al Unit. He 
is 'l H.S. gr;adu;ate, with ,i ye,ir 
of Business College ;after WW II. 
He w"s employed for 15 ye,,rs by 
Hormel Co., Fremont, Neb.; is 
now ,it DeF;ay Studio, Littleton, 
Colo. They ;are 
Two d,aughters: 

Presbyteri,,ns. 
P"trici;a 
Celi" 

(4) Avis Ruth, b. 22 J;an. 1932; m. 
27 Aug. 1950, Glen Brinkm,in. 
She is 1 H.S. gr1du,,te; worked 
for st,,te Farm Insur;ance Co., 
for one ye"r before m"rri;age. 
Mr. Brinkm,,n has been employed 
for 16 ye,irs by the Northern G"s 
Co., p,, lmyr,,, Nebr., not f;ar 
from Dougl;as, Nebr., where the 
f,,mily resides. They "re Meth
odists. Children: 

Ch;arlene Brinkm'!n 
Ch;arles Brinkm'!n 
Lori 
Leslie 
L1 nce 

7. Clifton w,,yne, b. 7 Feb. 1896; m;arried 
10 M;arch 1925 to Esther Edith Hollenbeck. 
She died 2 Feb. 1931 ,it Om,ih,i, Neb. He 
resides "t Agnew, Nebr;ask,i 68302. 

Son: 
J;ames W;,,yne Gr;ah,im, b. 10 July 

1930, Qm;ah;a, Nebr.; ;,,dopted; 
employed "t Nebr,,sk" Public 
Power, Lincoln. 

11.iii. George Henry, b. 22 Nov. 1855. 
iv. Lily J.E., b. 22 Apr. 1858, Gr;and Chute 

(Appleton, Wis.); d. 9 Feb. 1864, Gr;and 
Chute. 
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12.v. James Cornelius Erving, b. 4 July 1860. 
13.vi. Gilbert Louis, b; 14 Oct. 1862. 

vii.Ann E., b. 5 Jan. 1865, Grand Chute, Wis. 
h,pt. by Rev. Tuttle, Congregation:>l 
Church, Lincoln, Nebr.; died 16 Jan. 1935, 
Santa P:,ula, Calif., buried Forest L:>wn 
Cemetery, Glendale, Calif. She was a 
dressmaker; unmarried. 

viii.Ma.rth;; Lucinda, b. 3 May 1867, Gr;;nd Chute, 
Wis.; bapt. by Rev. Tuttle, congreg;;tional 
Church, Lincoln, Nebr.; m. James Cruickshank, 
14 June 1899. She w;;s a nurse; retired ;;nd 
living in Calif. in 1941; widow, no children. 

ix. Edw:>rd, b. 3 Oct. 1869, Keith P.O. Sydenh:,m 
R., Ont.; died there. 
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6. SAMUEL JAMES HARRIS3GRIFFIS (Willi:am 2 , Willi:am 1 ), born 
31 M:a.rch 1843, R:aleigh, C:an.; b:aptized by Rev. J.K. 
Willitson, 17 Sept. 1843. He m:arried Alice Johnson 
of w:all:aceburg, C:an. She w:as born there 11 Oct. 1843. 
She died in Green B:ay, Wis., 4 Sept. 1905. He died 
in Chic:ago, 8 M:ar. 1910; buried in Green B:ay. S"muel 
w:as forem"n of the Appleton Crescent Job Printing 
Office (Wis.) for over twenty ye,,rs. 

Children: 

i. Edw:ard H:arris 4 , b. 7 June 1869, Appleton, Wis.; 
b:apt. by Rev. Griffis; d. in Chic:ag; un
m:arried. 

ii. Willi:am L., b. 11 Aug. 1871, Appleton, Wis.; 
d. J:an. 1930, Gl:asgow, Virgini:a; buried there. 
He w:as" printer; m"rried; b:apt. by Rev. 
Griffis. 

iii. Arthur Burnh:am, b. 27 Feb. 1872; b:apt. by Rev. 
Griffis; d. in Appleton, :age 18 months. 

iv. Cor:a content, b. 12 Oct. 1873, Appleton; b"pt. 
by Rev. Griffis; m. ______ B"rlement in 
Green B:ay, Wis.; widowed; no children. 

14 v. J"mes Thom:as, b. 24 Aug. 1875. 
vi. Iv:a M:aude, b. 26 July 1877, Sh:aw,,no, Wis. d. 

"t age of 3 week; buried in Sh:aw,,no. 
vii. George Bleeker, b. 2 Dec. 1879 in Appleton; 

m:arried (?); Children (?) 
viii. Louis Henry b. 21 Feb. 1882, Green B:ay, Wis.; 

d. Nov. 1924; m. (?); children ( ?) . 
ix. Alice Is:adore, b. 9 Feb. 1885, Green B"y; m. 

W.B. Ellis, Ev:amston, Ill., in 1919. Two 
children. 

x. Cl:aude Johnson, b. 1 M:ay 1889; died in Chic:ago; 
m:a.rried. 
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7. ORVILLE ALPHONS04GRIFFIS (Wm.c. 3 , Willi:am 2 , Willi:am 1 ), 
born 31 Oct.1885, Neen;ah, Wis.; b:aptized by Rev. 
Griffis; m:arried M:ary Fideli:a. (Ded) Silvern:ale, 6 Nov. 
1881, Montevideo, Minn. He w:as" druggist, in e:arly 
ye:ars :associ:ated with his f:ather in Be:aver D:am, Wis., 
then owning :and oper:ating stores in Geddes, Britton 
:and Aberdeen, respectively, :all in South D:akot:a. He 
eventu:ally moved to Los Amgeles :amd continued in the 
drug business. Dede died in Los Angeles, Nov. 1933, 
:after which Orville resided :at the home of his son 
in West Los Angeles until his de:ath in Feb. 1936. 
Both :are buried in Forest L:awn Cemetery, Glend:ale, 
C:alif. 

i. 

Children: 

• 5 b M:aggie , . 
1889. 

15.ii. Ch:arles Aiken, b. 15 Feb. 1892, Britton, S.D. 
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8. HERBERT ALLEN
4

GRIFFIS (Wm. c. 3
, Willi,,m

2
, Willi;;m 1 ), born 

29 April 1858, Appleton, Wis., in the part then known "s 
L"wesburg: baptized by Rev. Griffis; died 4 M"Y 1951, 
Burkhart, Wis.; married Gr,,ce Albert" Whittemore in 
Chippewa County, Minn., near Montevideo, 1 J"n. 1881. 
She WilS born in Livermore Falls, Maine, 18 Sept. 1864, 
the d1ughter of Augustus A. Whittemore ,and his wife, 
H,ann;;h Stevens Whittemore. Mr. Whittemore w;;s "· build
ing contr;;ctor who c;;me to Minneilpolis in 1867. He 
stopped building, tempor,ir ily, il.nd took " homeste,,.d 
,ind preemption in Chippew;; Co., "s hild the three 
Griffis brothers. This w;;s in the township of Grilce, 
n;;med for his d;;ughter. Gr;;ce died 25 nee. 1941, "t 
her home in Minne;;polis. She ;;nd her husb,,nd "re 
buried in Cryst"l L"ke Cemetery, Minne,apolis. 

Except for brief interludes, Herbert's life work w,as 
r;;ilro,;ding, with over fifty ye,;rs in the Chicilgo 
Milw,;ukee tr,;in service. He retired, 18 J"n. 1936, 
,;t the ilge of ne;;rly seventy-eight ye;;rs. He "nd 
Gr,,ce were chilrter members of M;;yflower Community 
Church (Congreg,,tion1l), Minne1polis, but hild formerly 
belonged to Methodist churches. Grilce w,as "member 
of DAR on the service of Jon;;th,;n Whittemore,Jr., with 
supplement"l p,;pers on the service of Oliver Smith 
Lyford, on the Stevens side; her Niltion,;l Number 
283066. 

16. 

Children: 

5 
i. Willi1m C,ase, b. 1 Dec. 1888. 

ii. (Gr,;ce) C,;pitol", b. 9 Sept. 1890, Pierre, 
S.D.; m. 8 Feb. 1924, Elmer J;;mes Welch, 
born in Point Rock, N.Y. He died 27 Feb. 
1953: buried in L,akewood Cemetery, Minne
"polis. He w;;s" Mil.Son ,and member of O.E.S.; 
real est,,te ,and f1rming his lifetime inter
ests. C,apitola, "Past M"tron of C;;pit,;l 
City Ch,;pter #39, O.E.S., ilnd p,ast Regent of 
Q,ahe Ch,apter DAR, both in Pierre, S.D.; 
member of Delt=, K"PP" G,amm", N,at' l Honor,ary 
Te,;chers' Society; graduate of W,atertown, 
S.D., H.S.; Northern St,;te College (3 yr.), 
Aberdeen, S.D.; teacher in Pierre, S.D. 
34 ye=,rs; recognized in 1963 by Pierre 
Junior High School Student Body for forty
eight ye=,rs Serving Youth. Address: 510 
9th Avenue North, Fargo, N.D. 58102. 

-39-



iii. Marguerite Elitha, born 15 July 1896, Water
town, S.D., died 31 Aug. 1953, Fargo, N.D.; 
m. 16 Sept. 1922 in Minneapolis, Minn., John 
Joseph Currier, b. in Bad Axe, Mich., 17 Mar. 
1890, the son of Tafel currier and Margaret 
Collins Currier; died 4 Jan. 1947, Minneapolis; 
both are buried in Lakewood Cemetery there. 
He was Supervisor of Housekeeping, Minneapolis 
Public Schools; Marguerite was a graduate of 
Central High School, Mpls.; attended Mankato 
State College, and taught school before her 
marriage. She was a member of Elim Lutheran 
Church, Fargo, but the family previously 
belonged to Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church, Mpls. 
She was a member of the Fairbanks Family in 
America, Inc., as is her daughter, and her 
sister, Capitola. 

Children (surname Currier): 

1. Margaret Ann, b. 27 May 1924, Minneapolis; 
graduate of Washburn High School and Minn. 
School of Business; m. 18 May 1946 in 
Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church, Rev. Reuben 
Youngdahl officiating, John E. Carlson, Jr., 
son of John Emil Carlson and Eva K. Lin
ander Carlson of Fargo. John Jr., a grad. 
of N.D.S.U.; major in Architecture; named 
the Honored Alumnus of 1967 for outstand
ing service to the University; member of 
Fargo Board of Park Commissioners; Kiwanis 
Bd. Member; Past Master of Eastgate Lodge 
A.F. & A.M.; El Zagel Shrine; Past Trustee 
of Elim Lutheran Church, to which the 
family belongs; Margaret is a past presi
dent of A.L.C.W.; is patroness and ad-
visor to the NDSU Chapter of Sigma Alpha 
Iota, Nat'l Honor Music Sorority; member 
of P.E.O.; O,E.S.; and DAR on service of 
Jonathan Whittemore, Jr., and supplemental 
on William Griffis, Sr. (her Nat'l Number 
480894). She is talented in art and voice, 
and is generous in the use of her talents. 
John E. Carlson, Jr., was born 25 Nov. 
1919. Address: 510 9th Ave. North, Apt. 1, 
Fargo, N.D. 58102. 
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Children (surname Carlson): 

(1) John Richard, b. 5 Dec. 1947, Fargo, 
N.D.; H.S. grad.; served with 12th 
Cavalry in Germany and in the 3rd 
Squadron of the 4th Cavalry in Viet 
Nam; discharged in February 1969; 
earned 7 Purple Hearts and 1 Silver 
Star; 2 Bronze Star Awards; m. 12 
July 1967, in Bethania Lutheran 
Church, Perley, Minn., Laurel Renee 
Thoen, b. 22 Nov. 1946, in Fargo, 
the daughter of Knudt Leland Thoen 
and Lorna M. Hoff Thoen. She is a 
H.S. grad.; attended Moorhead State 
College 2 yr., plus business train
ing. Residence: 509 18th St. North, 
Moorhead, Minnesota 56560. 

(2) Becky Ann, b. 9 Feb. 1950; grad. North 
H.S. Fargo; freshman at NDSU (1968); 
majoring in Phys. Ed.; member of 
Kappa Kappa Gamma. 

(3) Todd Stewart, b. 2 Sept. 1955, Fargo; 
2nd year of Jr. Hi. (1968-69). 

2. Richard Lea Currier, b. 23 June 1926, Mpls.; 
grad. of Washburn High and Minnesota School 
of Business; served in U.S.Airforce in WW II; 
m. 20 May 1950 in Elim Lutheran Church, 
Fargo, Lorene R. Smillie, dau. of Wesley G. 
Smillie and Ruth E. Holmquist Smillie of 
Fargo. She was b. 10 Jan. 1929; grad. of 
Fargo High and NDSU; major in Music; member 
of Gamma Phi Beta and of Sigma Alpha Iota; 
teaching music at Shanley High (1968). Dick 
is an insurance salesman; member of Masonic 
bodies and El Zagel Shrine Motor Cycle 
Patrol; American Legion; B.P.O.E. The family 
belongs to First Lutheran Church, Address: 
918 N. Oak Street, Fargo, N.D. 58102. 

Children (surname Currier): 

(1) David Lee, b. 20 Sept. 1953, Fargo, N.D.; 
3rd year Jr. High (1968-69). 
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(2) Daniel Roy, b. 3 Dec. 1956, Fargo; 
in 6th grade (1968-69). 

17.iv. Herbert Augustus Griffis, b. 28 Sept. 
1898. 

18. v. Frank Allen Griffis, b. 25 June, 1901. 



9. WILL JAMES
4

GRIFFIS (Wm. c. 3 , William 2 , William 1 ), born 
25 Sept. 1860, Appleton, Wis.; baptized by Rev. Griffis; 
died in St. Petersburg, Fla., 1947; married in Monte
video, Minn., 21 May 1882, Ella Gertrude Murphy of 
Six Oaks, near Plainview, Minn. Ella had a brother, 
Dr. Lea Murphy, M.D. The middle name Lea or Lee 
appears in these records, originally in honor of him. 
Will J. worked for many years with his father in the 
latter's drug store in Beaver Dam, Wis. After his 
father's death he moved to Chicago and became associ
ated with the Chicago Cardboard Company. Ella passed 
away in Chicago, 31 July 1934. Will spent the last 
years of his life in St. Petersburg at the home of 
his son, Case. He was a refined and considerate 
person, whose presence was a pleasure. 

Children: 

19.i. Case Lea, b. 27 Mar. 1883. 
ii. Bessie, b. March 1887; d. at age of 8 months. 

20.iii. Cecil (Ceil) Noel, b. 29 Mar. 1889. 
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10. ROBERT FADIE4 ,GRIFFIS (Daniel 3 , William 2 , William 1), 
born 10 Sept. 1862, Appleton, Wis.; baptized by Rev. 
Griffis; married by Rev. David Beaton, Congregational 
Church, Chicago, 19 Dec. 1894, to Luella Biederman, 
born in Chicago, 2 June 1873. Fadie was president 
of Levytype Engraving co., Chicago, for many years. 
He was also interested in farming and raching. In 
1956, at the age of 94, he wrote an account of the 
settling of Liverpool, Nova Scotia, of which, accord
ing to his account, his grandfather, William Phillips, 
was one of the first group of settlers. His mother, 
Deborah Phillips, came to Appleton, Wis., with a 
family of old friends, and there met Daniel Griffis, 
a widower, and married him. Of hE mother, Robert 
Fadie writes, "I had a wonderful mother and loved 
her dearly for she did so many nice things for me. 
92 years ago before the sewing machine she made me 
a pair of pants, my first pair, and was I proud of 
them. I say Yes for I knew every Stitch in them 
meant a Stitch of love. I still have the Pantaloons 
and greatly treasure them." 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

Children (all born in Chicago, Ill.): 

5 Leona Esther , b. 2 Sept. 1897. Address: 
1733 W. Winnemac St., Chicago, Ill. 

Joyce Roberta, b. 11 May 1899; m. L. Alfred 
Heine in Atlanta, Georgia, 12 Feb. 1924; d. 
24 Feb. 1924, Atlanta; buried in Rose Hill 
Cemetery, Chicago. 
Roma Luella, b. 31 Dec. 1902; m. Roy M. 
McKenzie of Rome, Ga., in San Antonio, Texas, 
27 Nov. 1924. Residence: Rome, Ga. No 
children. 
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11. GEORGE HENRY4 GRIFFIS (Thomas 3 , William 2 , William 1 ), 
born 22 Nov. 1855, Neeneh, Wis.; baptized by Rev. 
Griffis; married Caroline Summerlad, 5 June 1883. 
She died in Murietta, Calif., 20 Jan. 1915, at the 
age of 53 years. George was a rancher. They lived 
in Lincoln, Nebr., for many years before moving to 
California. 

Children: 

i. Thomas Henry 5 , b. 5 Apr. 1884, Davenport, Ia.; 
died 8 May 1907, Sherman, Calif., age 23; 
married Goldie Knight of Los Angeles. No 
children. 

ii. Kathryn Helen, b. 10 Dec. 1886, Lincoln; 
married W. A. White, Temecula, Calif.; div.; 
no children. She lived in Murietta Spr., 
Calif. 

iii. Belle, b. 26 Nov. 1888, Lincoln; d. age 1 yr. 
iv. Charlotte Thelma, b. 5 July 1895, Lincoln; 

m. Walter A. Borden, Murietta, Calif. 
v. Orla, b. 28 May 1896, Lincoln; d. 30 Nov. 1899, 

Omaha. 
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12. JAMES CORNELIUS4GRIFFIS (Thomas 3 , William 2 , William 1) 
born 4 July 1860, Grand Chute (Appleton) Wis.; bapt. 
by Rev. Griffis; married Mary Graham~ born 7 Aug. 1862. 
He died 24 Sept. 1929, Lincoln, Neb.; buried there. 
He was a merchant and lived many years in Lincoln. 

Children, all born in Lincoln: 

i. Jessie, b. 7 Aug. 1884; m. Burnell Tracy, 
Lincoln. 

Children 
1. Fred 
2. Thelma 
3. Orville 

(surname Tracy): 
(deceased) 
(deceased) 
Denver, Colo. 

ii. Frances L., b. 15 Dec. 1887. Address: 
54 Continental Drive, Lompoc, Calif. 93436 

iii. Earl, b. 19 June 1890; m. Mary Bruning, Lincoln. 
children: 

1. Earl, Jr. 
2. Laverine 
3. Deloris 

iv Orville, b. 19 June 1899; m. Mamie Heikili; div. 
and remarried; living in Lompoc, Calif. 

Child: 
Helen Marie (California) 

* Mary Graham was a sister of John Alfred Shaw 
Graham, p. 29. 
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13. GILBERT LOUIS
4

GRIFFIS (Thomas 3 , William 2 , William 1 ) 
born 14 Oct. 1862, Grand Chute, Wis.; baptized by 
Rev. Griffis; died in Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 1936; 
religion: M.E. Married Grace Rife. 

i. 

Children: 

5 
Hazel, b. May 1893, Lincoln; baptized by Rev. 

Earl E. Bowen; married Howard A. Durham, 21 
Aug, 1919; Hazel died 25 Dec. 1967; was a 
graduate of Wesleyan, Lincoln, Neb. Mr. Durham 
was a Professor in Fort Collins, Wyoming. 

Children (surname Durham): 
1. Howard, b. Nov. 1920, Beatrice, Neb., deceased. 
2. Almeda Grace, b. 15 Dec. 1921, Beatrice. 
3. Rosemary, b. 1 Mary 1925, Lincoln. 
4. Adam Francis, b. 21 June 1926, Lincoln. 
5. Virginia Helen, b. 12 Dec. 1928, Lincoln. 

ii. Gladys, b. 6 July 1897, Lincoln; bapt. by Rev. 
Earl E. Bowen; married Milton F. Jones, 1 June 
1918; she now deceased; was a graduate of 
U of Nebraska. 

Children (surname Jones): 
1. Gilbert Foulkes, b. 11 June 1921, Beatrice, 

Neb, 
2. Dorothy Ruth, b. 25 Mar. 1923, York, Neb. 
3. Elizabeth Jean, b. 14 Feb. 1931, Yonkers, 

N.Y. 
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14. JAMES THOMAS
4

GRIFFIS (Samuel 3, William
2

, William 1 ), 
born 24 Aug. 1875 in Appleton, Wisc.; baptized by 
Rev. Wm. Griffis; died in Chicago, 1934. Married 
in Chicago, 19 Jan. 1898, to Mella czajkorski. 

i . 

Children: 

5 . 
Norma Frances , b. 18 Feb. 1899, in Chicago; 

baptized by Rev. Zdrubeck; married to Edward 
Hammer, 1928. 

** Children (surname Hammer): 

ii. Ruth Alice, b. 4 Feb. 1904, in Chicago; bapt. 
by Rev. Zdrubeck; married to Frank Nind, 25 
Nov. 1925. 

Children (surname Nind): 

1. Joan Norma, b. 9 Feb. 1927, in Chicago; 
baptized by Rev. Carswell; married. 

2. Ruth Margaret, b. 9 Feb. 1927, in Chicago 
(twins); baptized by Rev. Carswell. 

** 1. Edward James, b. 9 Jan. 1929; 
bapt. by Rev. Carswell. 

2. Noreen, b. 13 Dec. 1930, Chicago, 
Ill. 
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15. 5 . 4 3 2 CHARLES AIKEN GRIFFIS (Orville , Wm.C. , Wm. , 
born 15 Feb. 1892, in Britton, S.D.; baptized 
Rev. Butts. He married Olive Chambers, 1914, 

1 Wm. ) , 
by 

Los Angeles. In about 1915, he opened the Griffis 
Sporting Goods Store in Hollywood, Calif. In 1924 
the store, then known as the Griffis and Mackey 
Store, located in larger and more complete quarters 
at 6527 Hollywood Blvd., in the heart of the busi
ness district. Being interested in sports of all 
kinds, but especially in fishing, Charles was for 
two years, president of the Southern California 
Rod and Reel Club; then was vice-president of the 
Los Angeles Fly and Bait Casting Club. He died 
in Laguna Beach, Calif., 17 Feb. 1949, and is 
buried in Forest Lawn, Glendale, Calif. His widow 
married Robert B. Peters. She died 22 June 1967; 
he d. June 1965; both at Laguna Beach. 

Children: 

21.i. Charles William 6 , b. 12 July 1917, Holly
wood. 

ii. Margaret Olive, b. 13 Feb. 1920, Hollywood; 
married G. William Walter, D.D.S., 22 Nov. 
1941, at Laguna Beach, Calif.; divorced 
Dr. Walter, June 1952. No children. 
Present address: 4115 Lennox Blvd., 
Inglewood, Calif. 90304. 

22.iii. Donald Logan, b. 3 Aug. 1923, Hollywood, 
California. 
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16. WILLIAM CASE5GRIFFIS (Herbert 4 , Wm.3 , Wm.2 , Wm.1), 
born in Milbank, S.D., 1 Dec. 1888. He married in 
Aberdeen, S.D., 15 July 1911, Josephine (Josie) 
Branum, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Virgil Branum. She 
was born in Day Co., S.D., 15 June 1892. William 
was an ambitious person from his earliest years to 
his last day. He organized Wm. C. Griffis Company 
(highway grading, private grading, drainage, and 
land clearing) in Minnesota, and fulfilled many 
large contracts successfully. His health failed 
and conditions were difficult, but he refused to 
retire. He died suddenly at Coon Rapids, Minn. 
5 Jan. 1954, and is buried in Lakewood Cemetery 
Minneapolis. His widow resides in Minneapolis(l968). 

Children: 

23.i. William Clair 
6 

' b. 27 June 1912, Ortley, 
S.D. 

24.ii. Donald Leonard, b. 14 Nov. 1914, Ortley, 
S.D. 

iii. Grace Alice, b. 17 Jan. 1916, Ortley, S.D.; 
graduate of Minnehaha Academy, Mpls. 
June 1935; of Minnesota School of Business, 
June 1936. Married John C. Gilbert, Jr. 
at Corpus Christi, Texas, 12 Feb. 1944. 
He was born in Perry, Texas, 11 Sept. 
1921, the son of John Curtis Gilbert and 
Eloise Elizabeth (Goodson) Gilbert; gradu
ate of Marlin, Texas, H.S. 1939; B.A. 
degree from Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Ill., 1953; completed graduate 
work at North Park Theological Seminary 
in 1955; prior to higher education, 
served eight years in U.S.Navy; was Chief 
Petty Officer in Hospital Corps the last 
four years prior to discharge; was pastor 
of Bethany Covenant Church, Manchester, 
N.H., 1955-60; has been Chaplain at 
veterans Administration Hospital, Allen 
Park, Mich. since Oct. 1960. Grace was 
Educational Secretary to the Allen Park 
H.S. Prin., 1963-68; presently is teacher
aide in Business Dept., Allen Park High 
School. Res.: 15817 Harrison, Allen Park, 
Michigan. 48101 
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Children (surname Gilbert): 

1. Gloria Dawn, b. 5 Jan. 1945, Corpus 
Christi; is a fashion display artist 
with Saks 5th Ave., m. Larry Berry; 
div.; daughter, Dawn Maria, b. 14 
Aug. 1964; attends Baptist Nursery 
School (1968) Residence: Allen Park, 
Michigan. 48101. 

2. Susan Joy, b. 25 Feb. 1949, Chicago; 
graduate of Allen Park H.S., June 
1967; honors: Nat'l Honor Society; 
Nat'l Student Council Ass'n; Nat'l 
Thespian League; Nat'l Arion Award 
for her contribution to the Music 
Dept.; spent summer of 1967 in Europe 
singing with Youth for Understanding 
Chorale group (70 voices each year 
from Mich. H.S. Seniors as a part of 
Student Exchange program); was Junior 
Miss of Allen Park in 1967, and was 
one of 10 finalists in the Jr. Miss 
of Michigan pageant; is now a Soph. 
(1968-69) at Henry Ford Community 

College, Dearborn, Michigan; plans 
to enter Wayne State u. for her last 
two years in preparation for a career 
in Physical Therapy. 

iv. Eleanor Maurine, b. 5 July 1921, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; married 22 Oct. 1938, Robert F. 
Sandhoff of Minneapolis, b. 14 March 1919, 
the son of Charles Sandhoff and his wife 
Alvina. Eleanor married 2nd, Jerry Nix; 
married 3rd, Robert Jannusch. He is a 
letter carrier. They reside at 735 Grey 
Avenue, Evanston, Ill. 60202. 

Children (surname Sandhoff): 

1. Sharon Louise, b. 8 Oct. 1939, Mpls.; 
High School graduate. She married 
first, Maurice Mark LaFontaine at 
the Congregational Church, Bagley, Minn., 
25 August 1956. She married 2nd, 
Ronald D. Pedersen, Lake Crystal, Minn. 
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He gave up farming at Lake Crystal to 
become a welder. They reside at 9031 
Bloomington Ave. S., Minneapolis. 55420. 

Children: 

(1) Marcella Kay LaFontaine, b. 26 Aug. 
1957. 

(2) Susan Marie Pedersen, b. 25 Nov.1960. 
(3) Catherine Diane " )t . 
( 4) Christine Dawn " ) wins , b.12 Feb.1965. 

2. Brenda Leah, b. 12 Sept. 1942, Minneapolis; 
High School graduate; married Harry Kortan, 
Bagley, Minn. He is employed with the 
Co-Op Oil Co. Address: Box 436 Bagley, 
Minn. 56621. 

Children: 

(1) Connie Leah, b. 14 March 1959, 
Bagley, Minn. 

(2) Janny Louise, b. 12 Oct. 1960, 
Bagley, Minn. 

Children (surname Nix): 

3. Diane Marie, b. 22 Mar. 1945; d. 12 Sept. 
1951. 

4. Joan Karen, b. 16 June 1947, Newport, 
Rhode Island; High School graduate; is 
an infant nurse at Swedish covenant 
Hospital, Chicago, Illinois. She and 
her parents are members of the Winnetka 
Covenant Church. 

v. Infant daughter, stillborn, Jan. 1932, Minneapolis. 
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5 4 3 2 1) 1 7. HERBERT AUGUSTUS GRIFFIS (Herbert , Wm .C. , Wm. , Wm. 
born 28 Sept. 1898, Watertown, S.D.; baptized by Rev. 
Patterson, Aldrich Avenue Presbyterian Church, Mpls. 
Minn.; married 22 Sept. 1921, Mitchell, S.D., to 
Ethel M. Bryant"",*b. 21 Aug. 1898. Graduate Central 
H.S., Mpls. where Herb was a hocRf star, and captain 
of a championship football team; then enlised in 
U.S.Airforce, WW I. After the war he became manager 
of the Anderson Lumber Co., Oacoma, S.D., until 
economic changes, due to the loss of the County 
Seat, necessitated the closing of the yard. He 
assisted in organizing Griffis Bros. Construction 
Co., in 1926, which later dissolved. His final 
work in heavy construction was as project manager 
of a dam, contracted by S.J.Groves and Sons and 
two Venezuelan contractors, in the jungles, about 
160 miles from Caracas. He then organized the 
present company, Griffis, Inc., which owns and 
develops industrial property for lease to business 
concerns. Since 1959, Herb and Ethel divide their 
time between their homes in Minneapolis and Palm 
Desert, Calif. His summers are active in expand-
ing the projects of Griffis, Inc. His recreations 
are hunting, fishing and golf. 

Child: 

25.i. 6 Robert Herbert , b. 3 August 1926. 

** Daughter of Charles M. and Mary L. Bryant of 
Plankinton, S.D. 
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18. 5 4 3 2 1 FRANK ALLEN GRIFFIS (Herbert , Wm.C. , Wm. , Wm. ) 
born 25 June 1901, Watertown, S.D.; baptized in Walker 
Methodist Church, Mpls., Minn.; married in Minneapolis 
31 March 1923, Eleanor Belbeck, born 13 Dec. 1899, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Belbeck. She died 2 
May 1966, and is buried in Crystal Lake Cemetery, 
Minneapolis. Frank has always been a keen and success
ful business man, engaged for many years in Griffis 
Motors, automobile business, Minneapolis. He now 
resides in Florida, managing his real estate holdings 
there. He is a member of Masonic bodies; was a 
charter member of Zurah Shrine Patrol in Minneapolis; 
member of B.P.O.E., Orlando. He married, 27 Jan. 
1968, Nina C. Richardson, a widow. 
Address: 522 Ventura, Orlando, Florida 32805. 

Children: 

i. Infant (son), stillborn, 20 Feb. 1925. 
26. ii. Roger Drew, b. 1 Oct. 1927. 
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19. CASE LEE5GRIFFIS (Will J. 4 , Wm c. 3 , Wm.2 , Wm.1 ) 
born in Montevideo, Minn. 27 Mar. 1883; baptized 
by Rev. William Griffis; died 19 April 1965. He 
was president of the Chicago Cardboard Company; 
was a Mason and became Potentate of Medinah Temple 
of Shrine, Wabash Ave. & Ohio St., Chicago, Ill. 
He married 1st, in Chicago, Nettie E. Weston, 
June 1908; divorced. He married 2nd, Dorothy G. 
Davenport, and lived in St. Petersburg, Florida 
where he died. No children. 
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20. 5 . 4 3 2 1 CECIL NOEL GRIFFIS (Will J. , Wm.C. , Wm. , Wm. ) 
born in Montevideo, Minn., 29 March 1889; married 
Dec. 1912 in Chicago, Olive Bickell, daughter of 
C. W. Bickell and his wife Margaret Oliver Bickell. 
"C .N." studied civil engineering and worked on the 
Panama Canal before locating in Peru. In Lima, 
Peru, he has made Journalism and newspaper work 
his career. He was editor of The West Coast 
Leader Ltd., but is now Editor and Publisher of 
The Peruvian Times, P.O. Box 531, Lima Peru, 
putting in a full business week at the age of 79. 

Children: 

6 
27.i. David Noqel, b.28 Feb. 1914. 
28.ii. Donald Ian, b. 25 July 1918. 

iii. Jean Olive, b. 5 Sept. 1921 in Lima Peru. 
She married in Lima, 1945, Werner 
Schmitz (of Swiss nationality). He is 
in the meat packing business. The 
Schmitz's have visited Switzerland 
several times where they maintain close 
ties with relatives in St. Gallen. They 
have two children: 

1. Dor is, b. 
2. Walter, b. 
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21. CHARLES WILLIAM6GRIFFIS (Charles
5

, Orville 4 , Wm.
3

, 
Wm.2 , Wm.1) born 12 July 1917, Hollywood, Calif.; 
graduate of Beverly Hills High School, 1936; went 
immediately into the entertainment field in radio; 
did top shows in Hollywood until 1944, when he 
moved to New York City; continued radio career there, 
and also started in the theater; became active in 
T-V at its beginning in New York City; has appeared 
recently in "Love of Life" and has been on many 
Hallmark shows, including "Edge of Night" and 
"Search for Tomorrow". William (Bill) has a long 
string of Broadway hits behind him, including 
11 Philadelphia, Here I Come 11

, "Never Too Late n, 

and "My Fair Lady". He is described as a command
ing and well seasoned performer." At present (1969) 
he is very actively engaged in dubbing foreign 
files into English for T-V and general release. 
In the New York Times of 24 June 1969, he is listed 
in the cast of the musical "Oklahoma", presented 
by the Music Theater of Lincoln Center. He is 
unmarried. Address: 170 E. 78th St., New York City, 
N.Y. 10021. 
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22. DONAtD LOGAN6GRIFFIS (Charles 5 , Orville 4 , Wm.3 , Wm.2 , 
Wm.), born 3 August 1923, Hollywood, Calif.; married 
Mary Katherine Flanagan of Toronto, Canada, on 
Easter Sunday, 28 March 1948, in Laguna Beach. 
Donald retired from the U.S. Airforce as a Major. 
He is now employed by the U.S. Forestry Department 
as a pilot for the Northern Fire Control Center, 
headquartered in Redding, Calif. Address: 
688 Julie Way, Redding, Calif. 96001. 

Children: 

i. Katherine 7 b. 4 July 1949 
' ii. Nancy, b. 18 Sept. 1950 

iii. Joan, b. 28 Feb. 1952 
iv. Theresa, b. 5 Oct. 1953 
v. Barbara, b. 9 Oct. 1955 
vi. Patricia, b. 23 Feb. 1958 
vii. Dianne, b. 27 Jan. 1960 
viii. Timothy Charles, b. 14 Dec. 1962 
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23. WILLIAM CLAIR6GRIFFIS (Wm.5 , Herbert 4 , Wm.3 , Wm.2 , 
Wm.1 ), born 27 June 1912, Ortley, S.D.; married 
in Clinton, Minn., 28 Dec. 1933, Elsie Ione 
Johnson, born 2 June, 1911, Clinton, Minn., the 
daughter of Martin and Emma (Nappen) Johnson. 
After High School both attended business college, 
Elsie graduating. William was associated with 
the Wm. C. Griffis Co., for several years. He 
is now a machinery salesman, and Elsie is a 
secretary for the Minnesota Tractor Company. They 
are members of the Oxboro Evangelical Free Church. 
Address: 9524 10th Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn. 
55420. 

Child: 

29.i. William Clair
7

, b. 6 Jan. 1937. 
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24. DONALD LEONARD6GRIFFIS {Wm.5 , Herbert 4 , Wm.3 , Wm.2 , 
Wm.1), born 14 Nov. 1914, Waubay, S.D.; was in the 
Navy WW II; married Martha Evelyn Heiller, born 
28 Nov. 1916, the daughter of August Henry and 
Gretje M. (Behrens) Heiller of Nassau, Minnesota. 
Donald was associated with the Wm. c. Griffis Co., 
and later was superintendent at Foley Bros. 
Taconite Plant at Babbitt, Minn. He now owns and 
operates Club Royal, Dillon, Montana. Address: 
Route l, Box 85, Dillon, Montana 59725 

Children: 

30.i 
7 

Donald Lee b. 7 Nov. 1937. 

ii. Patricia Ann, b. 19 March 1939, Orton
ville, Minn.; married at Lutheran Church, 
Aurora, Minn., George Waisanen, Jr., 
b. 9 May 1939. They have a farm home 
where they raise Hereford beef cattle, 
and other animals for family use. George 
is also employed by the Erie Mining 
Company. Patty, a H.S. graduate, attends 
Junior College at Virginia, Minn. and 
plans to finish nurses' training in 
Hibbing in '73. The children of the 
family are active in 4H, Scouts, piano 
lessons, and church. This calls for so 
much driving that Patty says, "I some
times feel that I was born driving a car." 
Address: R.R. 1, Box 96, Embarrass, Minn. 
55732. 

Children (surname Waisanen): 

1. Valerie Jane, b. 21 Feb. 1957; in 6th 
grade, 1968-69. 

2. Candace Louise, b. 16 Feb. 1958, 5th 
grade, 1968-69. 

3. George Curtis, b. 21 May 1959; 
grade, 1968-69. 

4. James Michael, b. 21 Dec. 1960; 
grade, 1968-69. 

5. Holly Ann, b. 27 Jan. 1963. 

31.iii. Curtis Gene, b. 18 Oct. 1940. 
32.iv. Harold Paul, b. 2 Sept. 1942. 
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25. ROBE~T HERBERT6GRIFFIS (Herbert 5 , Herbert 4 , Wm.3 , 
Wm. , Wm.l), born 3 August 1926, Minneapolis; 
married 8 Sept. 1951 in Minneapolis, Bonnie Lou 
Walters, born 15 Oct. 1927, Hibbing, Minn., the 
daughter of Joe and Olley Walters of Hibbing. 
Robert is a graduate of Roosevelt H.S. Mpls., 
and the University of Minnesota. He is President 
and Treasurer of Griffis, Inc., and of Equipment 
Refinishing and Service Co., with controlling 
interest in both companies. They are members of 
the Lutheran Church. Address: 3910 Bassett 
Creek Drive, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Children: 

i. Jaffrey Herbert 7 , b. 8 June 1953, Mpls., 
9th grade 1968-69. 

ii. Kirk Joe, b. 5 May 1957, Mpls., 6th grade 
1968-69. 
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26. ROGE~ DREW
6

GRIFFIS (Frank 5 , Herbert 4 , Wm.3 , Wm.2 , 
Wm. ) , b. 1 Oct. 1927, Minneapolis; married in 
Wheaton, Minn. 2 Oct. 1948, Joan Kristensen, the 
daughter of Gordon Ivanhoe and Helen Marie Benno 
Kristensen. After High School graduation Joan 
attended St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn. and 
Roger attended the U of Minnesota. He graduated 
from St. Cloud State College after serving two 
years in the Naval V-5 program. They are members 
of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, St. Paul. Joan is 
Secretary for Council #1, International Toast 
Mistress, and a Den Mother for B.S. of A. Roger 
is owner of Griffis Welding Supplies, St. Paul, 
Minn.; is Past President of American Welding 
Society; a member of St. Paul Rod and Gun Club, 
and of Masonic Bodies, including the Shrine. 
Address: 2101 Eleanor Avenue, St. Paul, Minn. 
55116. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

Children: 

Roger Scott7, b. 16 July 1949; joined the 
U. s. Marines in August 1968, and began 
training in San Diego. 

Carrie Colleen, b. 30 Apr. 1951; confirmed 
at Gloria Dei Church; High School Senior, 
1968-69. 

Laurie Ellen, b. 18 Jan. 1953; is a High 
School Sophomore, 1968-69; Confirmed at 
Gloria Dei. 

Todd Allen, b. 27 May 1958; in 5th grade 
1968-69. 
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27. DAVID NOEL6GRIFFIS (Cecil 5 , Will 4 , Wm.3 , Wm.2 , Wm.l) 
born 28 Feb. 1914, in Lima Peru; married Ann 
Scattergood Bacon, 21 Nov. 1948. She was born 
23 Nov. 1919, in Emilie, Bucks Co., Pa., about 
20 miles from Philadelphia, the daughter of Mark 
Balderston Bacon and his wife Jane Haines Bacon, 
Quakers, descending from families that settled in 
Pennsylvania in the 1600's. The Bacon family has 
been traced to about the time of Wm. the Conqueror. 
David worked for Grace Line in Lima, Peru, and 
other Latin countries. He transferred to an 
affiliate of Grace, known as Pan American Grace 
Airways, and later, in 1946, transferred to Pan 
American World Airways in.Miami; Fla.; moved to 
New York in 1963. He served in U.S.Airforce, 
1944-46. Address: 24 Avalon Road, Garden City, 
N.Y. 11535. 

l. 

ii. 
iii. 

Children: 

William David 7, b. 12 Dec. 1949, in Miami; 
is in his 2nd year at N.Y. Institute of 
Technology, studying architectural tech
nology (1968-69) 

Stephen Noel, b. 30 Aug. 1951, in Miami. 
Jane Ann, b. 11 Feb. 1957, in Miami. 
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28. DONALD IAN6GRIFFIS (Cecil 5 , Will 4 , Wm.3 , Wm.2 , Wm.1) 
born 25 July 1918, in Chicago, Ill.; married Amy 
Cordrey in England, 1946. She was born in Reading, 
England, 10 April 1924, the daughter of Harold 
Cordrey and his wife, Amy Davies. Donald worked 
in the Oroya Smelter of the Cerro de Pasco Copper 
Corp., in Peru until 1941, when he came to Chicago 
to visit relatives. He enlised in the U.S.Army 
and served successively in the Artillery and 
Chemical Warfare Service, including several years 
in Britain and Europe. He was in the Normandy 
Invasion. Donald and family reside in Lima, 
Peru, where he is associated with his father, 
"CN" Griffis, in the Peruvian Times (a weekly) 
and the Pacific Press (a printing establishment). 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 
iv. 
v. 
vi. 

Children: (Six daughters, all born in Lima) 

Eleanor M.
7

, b. 5 Feb. 1948; resides in 
Montreal; is a secretary with the Montreal 
Engineering Company. 

Susan J., b. 19 Mar. 1949; is entering 
St. Louis University (Missouri), fall of 
1968, to study Nursing. 

Ann c., b. 5 Aug. 1952. 
Gillian M., b. 15 Feb. 1954. 
Allison J., b. 5 July 1955. 
Gail b. 15 April 1958. 
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29. WILLIAM CLAIR GRIFFIS 6 (Wm.5, Herbert 4 , Wm.3 , Wm.2 , 
Wm.1 }, born 6 Jan. 1937, Minneapolis, Minn.; 
married 14 Oct. 1966, in Minneapolis, Mary Elizabeth 
Kelly, born 14 Oct. 1941, in Lake Crystal, Minn., 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Kelly of Lake 
Crystal. She graduated cum laude from Mankato State 
College in 1963. William graduated from Lake 
Crystal High School in 1954, as salutatorian. His 
college career was interrupted from 1957 to 1959 
for service in U.S.Army (Infantry), but he re-
turned to college and graduated in 1966 from 
Mankato State. He is a Senior High instructor 
of History and Social Studies in Springfield, 
Minn. Mary teaches English and History, presently 
part time. Their church membership is in Lake 
Crystal Baptist Church. 

Child: 

i. Elizabeth Maria 8 , b. 10 July 1968, 
Springfield, Minn. 
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30. DONA¥' LEE~GRIFFIS (Donald 6 , Wm.
5

, H~rber~ 4 , Wm.3 , 
Wm. , Wm. ) , born 7 Nov. 1938, Austin, Minn.; 
graduated from High School, and Jr. College, 
Virginia, Minn. After serving in the U.S. Army, 
he graduated from Western Montana College, and 
then graduated from Holabird Intelligence School, 
located near Washington, D.C. He is now (1968) 
with the M.I. in Saigon. He is unmarried. 

Note: Donald was also granted a two year scholar
ship at Utah State. 
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31. CURTIS GENE7GRIFFIS (Donald 6 , Wm.5 , HERBERT4 , Wm.3 , 
Wm.2 , Wm.1) born 18 Oct. 1940, Mankato, Minn.; 
married 17 Oct. 1958, in a Lutheran Church near 
Virginia, Minn., Carol Palmi, daughter of Niilo 
Raymond Palmi and his wife, Tyne Helen Palmi. 
Mr. Palmi is a Star Route Mailman, Virginia, Minn. 
Curt and Carol are H.S. graduates. Carol went on 
to nurses' training. Curt has completed an 
apprentice training with the Caterpillar co., 
Great Falls, Montana, where they now live. 

i. 
ii. 
iii. 
iv. 

Children: 

8 Gayle Jean , b. 30 Nov. 1959. 
Sherry Ann, b. 2 April 1961. 
Kurt Richard, b. 17 Oct. 1962. 
Kerri Sue, b. 21 June 1967. 
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32. HAROLD PAUt 7GRIFFIS (Donald 6 , Wm.5 , Herbert 4 , Wm.3 , 
Wm. 2 , Wm. ) known as "Dick", born 2 Sept. 1942 in 
Minneapolis, Minn.; married in Gloria Dei Church 
near Virginia, Minn., 31 March 1962, Beatrice Aho, 
born 2 Nov. 1943, the daughter of Edwin Elias Aho 
and his wife Minerva Hilma of Embarrass, Minn. 
Mr. Aho is a shovel mechanic. After H.S. gradu
ation Beatrice attended Medical Secretarial School. 
"Dick" joined the U.S.Army and was stationed in 
Germany. He has completed an apprentice program 
with the Montana Power Company, and at present 
(1968) is an electrical lineman for Montana Power 
in Yellowstone Park. 

i. 
ii. 

Children: 

8 Mark Alan , b. 29 Sept. 1964, in Germany. 
Paul Brian, b. 20 Nov. 1966, Virginia, Minn. 
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The demise of the Rev. William Griffis which took place 
at Beaver Dam on Sunday last, will occasion very many regrets 
in this city. The venerable divine and his family came to 
Appleton from Canada West in 1854, and this was his place of 
residence for about 22 years, when the infirmities of age 
led to his making his home with his son, W.C.Griffis, the 
well known druggist. In his prime, he was a man of marked 
zeal, ability and independence. Because of that sturdy 
independence he had to relinquish his position as a clergy
man to a Methodist Church in Sheboygan Co. in 1864, the 
Presiding Elder being determined that he should "preach 
politics'' which his Democratic instincts and religious 
education would not permit. 

He made many and warm friends in Appleton, was a man 
of culture and extended information, whose social visits 
were ten years ago regarded with pleasure; and while 
severe in criticism upon the tinsel of shoddyism, was 
always considerate and merciful in his justment upon men. 
Full of years, he has passed Over There, where mind is 
unclogged by matter and takes more rapid strides toward 
the attainment of that knowledge which passeth all under
standing. Peace to his memory. His age was 81. 

GRIFFIS At the residence of her son, ex-Mayor W.C. Griffis, 
in this city, Jan. 28th, 1884, of a malignant tumor, 
Mrs. Martha Griffis, aged 79 years, 8 mos. and 22 days. 

The deceased has been a patient sufferer for some 
time, from what appeared to be a cancerous tumor. She 
was born in Raleigh, County Kent, Canada, May 6, 1804. 
She married Rev. Wm. Griffis, and they with their family 
moved to Appleton, Wis. in 1854, and to Beaver Dam fn 
1875. They lived together as good and true husband and 
wife fifty-four years, the happy union terminating with 
his death Dec. 22, 1878. Seven children were born to them, 
six of whom survive to mourn the loss of a most exemplary 
mother. They are W.C.Griffis of this city; Daniel Griffis, 
Chicago; Thos. Griffis, Lincoln, Neb.; Sophia Marsh, 
Boonesboro, Iowa; Ann E. Wood, San Francisco, Cal. and 
Samuel Griffis, Shawano, Wis. Mary Lucinda, another 
daughter, wife of Jas. Ryan, died at Appleton in 1874. 
Mrs. Griffis was of a most amiable disposition, and was 
beloved by all who knew her. For the past eight years she 
has been carefully cared for at the home of her son in 
this city. The funeral occurred at the M.E.Church yesterday. 

(From an Appleton, Wisconsin newspaper) 
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General Services Administration 
National Archives and Records Service 

Declaration 
In order to obtain the benefits of the Act of Congress 
passed June 7, 1832 

State of New York 
Jefferson county 

ss. 

On the 26th day of May-in the year of our Lord 1834, 
personally appeared in open Court before the Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas in & for the county of Jefferson 
in the State of New York, sitting, William Griffis, a 
resident of the Town of Fredericksburg, in the incor
porated Counties of Lenox and Addington, in the Midland 
District of the Province of Upper Canada, age seventy one 
years, who being first duly sworn according to law,doth 
on his oath make the following declaration, in order to 
obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress, passed June 
7, 1832. 

That he entered the service of the United States 
under the following named officer, and served as herein 
stated, that is to say. On the first day of December in 
the year 1775 he entered the service of the United States 
as a volunteer, and served as a private soldier in a 
company commanded by Captain Woodworth, in Colonel 
Schuyler's Regiment, at Saratoga in the State of New 
York where he then resided, for three months. That 
immediately after he joined said Company at Saratoga 
aforesaid, on the said 1st day of December 1775, he was 
detailed as one of a fatigue party for the purpose of 
getting & processing timber for Block houses, bridges, 
etc. and that he was employed in that service in and 
about Saratoga aforesaid, until he was discharged at 
the expiration of said term of three months (being the 
1st March 1776)- when he returned to his residence. 

That on the first day of December 1776, he again 
volunteered as a private soldier in Captain Woodworth's 
Company, Colonel Schuyler's Regiment for three months 
and joined said Company on the day last aforesaid, at 
Saratoga, aforesaid, and was· soon thereafter detailed 
as one of a fatigue party, in the same manner, and for 
the same purpose as he was detailed in the preceding 
winter, and that he served until the expiration of said 
term of three months (being the 1st March 1777) when he 
was discharged and returned to his residence in Saratoga. 
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That on the first day of December 1777 he again 
volunteered as a private soldier for three months and 
entered the service at Saratoga aforesaid in a Company 
belonging to Colonel Graham's Regiment. That he does 
not now recollect who commanded the Company at that time, 
but believes it must have been Captain Woodworth-of this 
however he cannot speak with confidence. That immedi
ately after his joining said Company, he was detailed in 
the same manner, and for the same purpose that he had been 
detailed the two winters immediately preceding, and that 
he remained in said service until the expiration of said 
term of three months, when he was discharged at Saratoga 
aforesaid and returned to his residence. That nearly or 
all of the nine month's service above set forth was 
occupied in the fatigue business, procuring timber etc. 
as above set forth, within the County of Saratoga in the 
state aforesaid. That the said last mentioned term of 
three months expired on the first day of March 1778. 

The said William Griffis further on his oath de
clares. That on the first day of August 1778 according 
to his best recollection, he again entered the Service 
of the United States as a volunteer at Saratoga afore
said, in the capacity of a private soldier in Captain 
Hezekiah Dunham's Company, and joined said Company at 
Fort Edward on the East side of the Hudson River about 
twenty miles above Stillwater in said County of Saratoga. 
That he volunteered for the term of four months, and that 
he remained with said Company performing garrison duty 
at the last mentioned place, and Scouting in the vicinity 
thereof, during the term of four months for which he so 
volunteered, from the said first of August 1778, until 
the first of December in the same year, when he was dis
charged from the service, and returned to his residence 
in the town of Saratoga aforesaid. That he cannot now 
recollect to what Regiment the said Company under command 
of Captain· Dunham belonged, nor the name of the Colonel 
who commanded the said Regiment. That he recollects that 
said Company joined a body of New England Troops at 
Fort Edward, but he does not now recollect the name of 
any of their officers, nor does he now recollect the 
name of any officer, except Captain Dunham, who belonged 
to said Company. 

The said William Griffis further declares as afore
said that previous to the last above mentioned term and 
on or about the tenth of March in the year 1778, aforesaid 
he entered the service as a private soldier, by volunterr
ing, in Captain Woodworth's Company, Colonel Graham's 
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Regiment, which said Company he joined at Saratoga fore
said, and that he marched with said Company from thence 
to Palmertown, in said County, for the purpose of protect
ing the inhabitants of that place and its vicinity, against 
the Indians, who had made frequent incursions upon the 
neighborhood of that place, and destroyed the property and 
lives of some of the inhabitants. That he remained at 
Palmertown & its immediate vicinity one month, doing 
duty in the said Company, when he was discharged and re
turned to Saratoga, his place of residence. That he 
cannot now recollect the name of any other officer belong
ing to said Company or regiment, except those above named-& 
Phillip Rogers a Lieutenant in said Company. 

And the said William Griffis further on his oath 
declares. That on or about first day of July in the year 
1870, he again volunteered as a private soldier, at 
Saratoga aforesaid for the term of five months, and soon 
after joined Captain Lansing's Company in Colonel Morris 
(incomplete) Regiment in the city of Albany in said State. 
That he recollects being examined and sworn at a place 
called Halfmoon, on his way to Albany. That soon after 
he joined said Company at Albany aforesaid, the Regiment, 
of which said Company constituted part, embarked on board 
of boats or vessels, for Fishkill landing, and arrived 
there within a short period thereafter. That from the 
place last mentioned, he marched with said Regiment along 
the Hudson River across the Highlands, to a place called 
Stony Point, below West Point, where they remained a few 
days. That they then crossed over to the west side of the 
Hudson, and marched to a place called Haverstraw, where 
said Regiment encamped for a few days. That he recollects 
while at Stony Point, seeing a British vessel in the River 
below and being told that it was the same vessel in which 
the traitor, Benedict Arnold, escaped from West Point to 
the City of New York, then in possession of the British. 
That from Haverstraw they marched to Dobb's Ferry, where 
they immediately commenced erecting a Block-house-That 
after being so employed for a week or a fortnight, the said 
Regiment was ordered to West Point, to which place they 
then immediately marched. At West Point they remained a 
considerable time, engaged principally in garrison duty. 
That he recollects while there, he assisted in drawing up 
some heavy cannon from the river, by means of cables or 
ropes, to the heights upon which the fortifications stood. 
That at West Point he embarked with said Regiment for 
Albany, in boats or vessels, and arrived at the latter 
place near the last of October, having been absent, from 
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the time of their embarkation at Albany as above mentioned, 
nearly four months. That from Albany, Captain Lansing's 
Company, to which said Griffis belonged, and one other 
Company belonging to said Regiment, were dispatched to 
Scholharie, a few miles west from Albany, where they were 
stationed in what was called the middle fort of which 
Major Wolsey then had the command. That they remained at 
said Fort nearly a month and that at about the end of 
that time the said Fort was attacked by four hundred 
British and two hundred Indians, under the command of 
Sir John Johnson-That there was but one American killed 
during the attack, and that the British and Indians were 
repulsed, but he does not now recollect the amount of 
their loss. That he recollects that there were at that 
time at said Fort, nine Pennsylvania Riflemen, who were 
remarkably good marksmen, and who were principally em
ployed in conducting scouting parties in the vicinity 
of said Fort-Said Griffis further says, that the next day 
after the attack was made upon the Fort as above stated, 
by Sir John Johnson, the two Companies which marched from 
Albany as before stated, were ordered to pursue the re
treating British & Indians, and that they did pursue them 
as far as the German flats, on the Mohawk River, without 
being able to overtake them. that this term of service, 
having at that time nearly expired, they were marched 
from the latter place to Schenectady, where they were 
discharged on or about the first day of December 1780, 
having completed the full term of five months from the 
time of his entering the service as last above stated. 

The said William Griffis further says, that at the 
time they left Albany in July 1780 one Ellis A. Fonda 
was a Lieutenant in Captain Lansing's Company aforesaid, 
and that he was afterwards appointed to the office of 
Adjutant in the Regiment aforesaid and was acting in that 
capacity when they returned to Albany in October 1780. 
That he recollects that one day before they arrived at 
the German Flats as aforesaid there was a battle fought 
at a place called Stone Robby on the Mohawk River, be
tween the British & Indians under Johnson, and a body 
of Americans under Colonel Brown, in which engagement 
Colonel Brown was killed, and that on their way to 
Schenectady, the two Companies aforesaid went to his 
grave, and fired three volleys over it, as a mark of 
respect for his bravery & devotion to the service of 
his country. 

The said Griffis further declares that from the 
great length of time which has elapsed since the events 
transpired to which this declaration relates, the early 
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period of his life when he first entered the service, 
(being then only thirteen years of age) and the infirmi
ties which have crept upon him in his old age & impaired 
his powers of recollection (being now 71 years of age as 
above stated) he is unable to state more particularly the 
circumstances of his service, or to name any other officers 
with whom he was acquainted during the time of his service 
as a soldier of the Revolution than those he has above 
named. 

The said William Griffis further on his oath afore
said declares that according to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, he was born in the town of Huntington, Suffolk 
County, in Long Island, in the State of New York, in 
February 1763. That he so believes from the fact that 
he resided at that place at the time of his earliest re
collection, and that about a year ago, he saw in the family 
Bible of his deceased father, then in possession of James 
Griffis,his oldest brother, a record of his age, in the 
hand writing of his father, which set forth that he, the 
said William Griffis was born in February 1763, but the 
day of the month, as therein set forth, he does not 
recollect. That according to the best of his recollection 
and belief, he never received any written discharge from 
the service, at any time. That he resided in Huntington 
aforesaid from the time of his birth until March 1775, when 
he went to reside at Saratoga aforesaid, at which latter 
place he resided, when not absent in the service of the 
United States, with the exception of about six months which 
he spent in the County of Dutchess in said State, until 
the year 1783. That he then returned to Huntington afore
said where he lived about three years. That from thence 
he moved to Dutchess County aforesaid, where he lived about 
four years. That from thence he removed to within about. 
four miles of the City of Albany, where he resided about 
three years, at the end of which time he moved to Freder
icksburg, in the incorporated Counties of Lenox and 
Addington aforesaid, where he has ever since resided, 
and where he now resides. 

That in the neighborhood where he now resides, he 
is well known to William Pringle, the Reverend George 
Sills, Samuel Orland Esq. Justice of Peace, Jonathan Allen 
& Richard Low Esqs. Justices of the Peace, Lewis Thorp Esq. 
commissioner of the Court of Request for said District, 
the Reverend Robert McDowell, and numerous other persons, 
who can testify as to his character for truth, and their 
belief of his services as a soldier of the Revolution. 

That the affidavits hereto annexed, constitute the 
only positive evidence which he has been able to obtain 
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from surviving witnesses, after much pains and trouble, 
having travelled a great distance and been at consider
able expense in endeavoring to procure such testimony. 

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a 
pension or annuity except the present, & declares that 

~!:t:~me is not on the Pension Roll ~e ien')l..,f any 

Sworn to and subscribed ) (Sign1-::-/J'oJ 
this day and year aforesaid) Wm.Griffis) 

P. Burchard Clerk 
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JOURNAL OF REVEREND WILLIAM GRIFFIS (1797-1878) 

Introductory Remarks 

I have frequently been inclined to keep a journal of my 
life, but have hitherto rejected the same except remarking 
a few instances at various times and upon some particulars. 

However at length yielding to my impressions by Grace 
Divine I now resolve to undertake to perform what I have 
long strove against; and to the few minutes which I have 
in possession, I shall annex the following in order. 
Commencing with my Infantile State and so on as near as 
my memory and information will serve. Motives too strong 
and powerful to be slighted must prompt me to undertake 
this work, for upon consideration I think I am quite sensible 
to my incapacity to accomplish the same; But casting myself 
upon the good Lord, and the generosity of those into whose 
hands this small account may fall, I shall endeavor to go 
forward. And I am conscious that I am altogether unworthy 
of having my name ranked in so public a manner, as to be 
called the author of a Journal. Yet the motives by which 
I am actuated I humbly hope will be a sufficient excuse for 
the bold attempt which I make. I can assure all however 
who may have the perusal of this work that I have no sinister 
motives in view for I have no expectations at this time that 
the same (if ever) will come to the public until after my 
departure from this mortal vale; Suffer me then to exhort 
those who may take the pains to pursue this Journal to read 
candidly, and as you have the privilege of rejecting what 
may be erronious, I entreat you to patronize what may be 
your good; And finally should this book be of any use to 
any person God's holy name shall have all the glory in 
Jesus Christ. 

Section 1st 

Containing an account from my infancy until the 19th year 
of~-

I William Griffis Junior was born in the Township Adolphus
town, Midland District and Province of Upper Canada, in 
December the 29th in the A.D. 1797 at which place My Father 
lived as a farmer until the A.D. 1809 or 10, & then having 
sold his farm he was under the necessity of working land upon 
shares for the purpose of supporting his family. For several 
years this rendered our state in life quite fluctuating in 
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consequence of which their family was deprived of the 
privilege of schooling, which was no small loss to me, 
for the time which I ought to have employed in school 
was devoted in idle and vicious habits, for I was not 
inflexible myself against wicked pursuits and my parents 
being destitute of religion, neither teaching me religion 
or morality, I was driven about by every blast incident 
to such a state, while a flattering world, frothy children 
and the enemy of all good were engaged to precipitate my 
ruin, as my youth and vanity rendered me incapable of 
withstanding the wicked ways and practices of my associ
ates, hence I was led into many employments which were 
hurtful and gave an improper bent to my mind. My parents, 
although the most fond and affectionate, literally speak
ing, were utter strangers to the worth of my immortal 
soul and the great benefit of obeying the command of the 
wise man, who says train up a child in the way he should 
go and when he is old he will not depart from it; hence 
they incurred the displeasure of the Lord and brought 
condemnation upon their own Souls and the irreparable loss 
of a rising progeny. O merciful God, if I should ever 
become the father of children, save me from running 
aginst the rock on which my parents were shipwrecked. I 
believe,however, that my parents made a profession of 
religion at a very early period of my life, but they 
were in a backslidden state at my first remembrance, 
and instead of taking me to the house of mourning, I 
was introduced to the house of fe~ting, and instead of 
taking me to the house of worship I was led to the house 
of mirth and dancing; in short, instead of being conducted 
into the path of virtue and piety, I was hurried into the 
ways of sin and wickedness, ignorant of religion and God. 
Through the mercy of God I now discover that such conduct 
was an inlet to many deplorable and abominable vices. 
Although I might reflect upon my parents as being the cause 
of part of my misery, yet my condemnation was heightened 
by my own wilful transgressions, while abusing the time 
and talents bestowed upon me,in doing the things I ought not 
to have done, and leaving undone those which I ought to have 
attended to. I suppose I was not the most disobedient of 
children, yet when I come to reflect upon my conduct, I am 
conscious that I was a disobedient son, and a very un
grateful child; O merciful God remember not this wickedness 
against me. And as to my employments while I was with my 
parents I passed through many and various scenes but I was 
not taught any particular branch of business, however farm
ing was my most constant vocation. It is true I have had 

-77-



some privileges of school & by improving the same I have 
made some small improvement in literature but I was not 
sufficiently advanced for any branch of business. However 
in the 18th year of my age I accidentally cut my foot so 
badly that I was unable to labor, and I strove to improve 
by study while confined, And as soon as I was able my father 
prepared a horse and I rode to school & back again for 
several weeks, by which I was enabled to pass over my 
studies again & add a little more knowledge to my small 
stack of knowledge. But getting better I was taken home 
again to labor & often spending the day I would frequently 
improve the evening by writing, reading, and ciphering, 
being anxious to gain knowledge. I now realize the great 
advantage of improving every moment of time. My merciful 
God help me to improve the residue of my probationary state. 
Having become acquainted with figures so as to keep books 
& do common business I was frequently solicited to become 
a clerk & one person wished me to become a Student of Law, 
but my father did not feel disposed to consent to this, 
but wished me to enter into the mercantile employment. 
So having made some small arrangements, I was employed in 
the store with Doctor Lester H. Forward who resided at a 
village called Ernest Town---about 10 miles from my Father's. 
This I thought suited me quite well, as becoming a gentle
man, a Clerk. 

Section 2nd 

Containing an account from the time I became Clerk, until 
I began School Keeping. 

In the year A.D. 1817 on the 27th day of March from the 
small improvement I had made I was employed by Mr. Forward 
to attend his store, being then in the 19th year of my age. 
Now my situation was more favorable as to my temporal bene
fit, but I was quite illy situated to reform my life and 
manners, being young and surrounded with a host of wicked
ness, in which I lived seven months, neglecting the salva
tion of my soul. Although my situation was dark and gloomy 
in this place, I must confess that I was warned of my 
approaching ruin by a kind friend by the name of Joseph B. 
Alison, who had embraced religion & kep:sending me letters 
of a religious nature & I really esteemed him but turned a 
deaf ear to his solicitations. But business growning dull 
I was not wanted in the store & I was greatly minded to go 
to school, but I was not able, hence I was under the 
necessity of returning to my Father's at which place I spent 
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a few more weeks in schooling & as my father was not able 
to assist me, I was inclined to undertake school keeping. 
Consulting with my parents they thought it would be for 
the best. Accordingly I went about 6 miles from my Father's 
to a place called Marysburgh where the inhabitants felt dis
posed to raise a school & as I was the first person who 
solicited the same I fortunately succeeded. 

Aronow when I come to reflect my many favours while in sin, 
I am truly thankful to God that I was not cut down long 
ere now, in the midst of my rebellion. 

Section 3rd 

Containing an account from~ commencing school until I 
embraced religion. 

In the A.D. 1818 on the 6th day of January I commenced 
school in the Township of Marysburgh for three months on 
trial, quite young & inexperienced being then in the 20th 
year of my age. Now my situation was more favourable, 
for although I had no religious privileges before I was 
now highly favored with Circuit preaching every two weeks 
on the week day, & Common Meetings every Sabbath and prayer 
Meetings three a week in the House where I was teaching 
school. On commencing school in this place I also commenced 
going to meetings & I had not spent many days in school 
before I became quite seriously concerned about my immortal 
soul, and giving way to those impressions (which I think 
is every sinners duty) I was soon led to prayer & suppli
cation with a broken heart and streaming eyes. However my 
tears of repentance & supplication for mercy were kept 
rather secreted, being ashamed to be found openly calling 
upon the Lord for salvation. O the inconsistency and in
gratitude of man. However deeply concerned and heavy laden 
I spent many a sorrowful moment; (0 my dearest Lord when I 
reflect upon the situation in which thou didst find me, I 
rejoice and tremble) until some time in the month of June, 
when at prayer meeting on one Sunday afternoon, the merci
ful Lord poured out his gracious spirit upon the members 
of the Society & began a great and glorious reformation 
among the people. Poor sinners being pricked to the heart 
began to cry for mercy and found pardon and peace in Jesus. 
Great indeed was the display of God's power among sinners. 
For many came to the floor & some as though dead. Others 
in different positions made known the distress of their 
souls & so great was the work that the noise was heard afar 
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off, & before the meeting was brought to a close several 
more were ennobled to praise the God of their Salvation 
both old & young. It is true, I gave way to the Spirit's 
operation upon my heart; but did not receive the Spirit of 
adoption at this meeting, but feeling unwilling to give 
up my pursuit I continued my supplications & going to a 
prayer meeting on Tuesday evening following, I, with many 
others found peace & had a new song put in my mouth & 
could speak forth the wonderful works of God. Many 
attended of all classes to the meetings & so general & 
gracious was the work of religion that scarcely a family 
escaped of being more or less blessed with a hope in the 
Savior, & prayer and praise was heard all around the 
neighborhood. Having established my School for a year I 
concluded I would join Society while I remained in this 
place, so the first preacher that came around being the 
Rev. Ezra Adams, who after he had done preaching & attend
ing class meeting gave permission for persons to join the 
Society, when I, among 27 arose and attached ourselves to 
the Methodist Society on the 20th of June. And now when 
I look back and consider that 6 years have passed away I 
truly am ashamed of the little progres which I have made. 
O most Merciful God Grant me more of thy love, and implant 
thy nature in my Soul. 

Section 4th 

Containuing an account from .!'1Y. conversion until I began 
to improve EY way of exhortation. 

In the A.O. 1819 having finished my first year, I engaged 
for a second in the same place and hence I anticipated 
pleasure in this situation inasmuch as I was to remain 
among those with whom I had espoused the cause of Religion, 
and indeed my expectations were fulfilled for I saw some 
good days and joyful moments. Not long after I had begun 
in the service of my Lord, I felt a desire to exhort others 
to flee the wrath to come. As I had received mercy from the 
hand of God, I wished others to enjoy the same favor. This 
was a subject which surprised many of my secret and public 
moments, & indeed I was so deeply impressed that I had 
frequently to groan under the same. I viewed the calling 
very great & feeling my inability & still more my unworthi
ness, I scarcely could bear the thought of undertaking this 
important work. However making my mind known to the Class 
leader, Wm. Ross, he considered it my duty to go forward 
and bear my Cross & he gave me some privileges for improving. 
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And he being convinced that it was my duty, communicated 
the same to the Rev. Thomas Madden who had charge of the 
Circuit that year. 

Brother Madden, after he had done preaching called upon 
me to exhort. I spake a few words & closed the meeting 
by prayer. I was glad when I was through for the cross 
was remarkably heavy. The Class meeting was then attended 
to after which I was examined & permitted to Exhort which 
was on the 1st of September 1818, I then being in the 20th 
year of my age. Here I continued until I finished my 
second year, toward the end of which I had many hard 
struggles, however I struggled on knowing that through 
much tribulation I must enter into the Kingdom of God. 
And now when I have a retrospective view of past life--
especially during my first and second years experience 
I can very easily see where I made some awful mistakes 
& bless the name of God that I was not let down and sent 
to Hell, along with the rest of offending rebels, but O 
the mercy of God, how unwilling that any should perish. 

Section 5th 

Containing~ account from _!!!Y. becoming a Local Preacher 
until~ began to travel 

In the A.D. 1820 I commenced a School in my native Town
ship, viz. the Third Concession of Adolphustown, for one 
year. Here I was highly favored with Christian friends 
and privileges & having been trying to Exhort about two 
years or nearly, I was recommended-to the Quarterly Con
ference to receive License as a Local Preacher, which 
Conference was held in in said Township on the 1st day of 
July & in the year above stated. Here I passed through 
an examination & being approved of by said Conference I 
received License being then in the 22nd year of my age. 
The Rev. William Case being the Presiding Elder for that 
District. I then went on with my school enjoying my 
mind in some degree better than I did in my former situ
ation, but temptation succeeded temptation until I was 
overcome & became like Sampson shorn of my strength. But 
I thank the Lord that I was not wholly given up to myself 
for upon examination I found that I was still disposed to 
serve the Lord and make my escape to heaven and glory. 

I was frequently solicited to enter the travelling 
Connection, but I found my temporal circumstances so 
embarrassed, that I could not with safety adhere to their 
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solicitations & indeed I felt my inabilities & my un
worthiness so much that although I had many solicitations 
from my dear Father's in the Gospel, & to this I had the 
impressions of the Spirit of God striving with me, I 
could hardly yield, but I promised that as soon as my 
circumstances would admit, I would enter into the field. 
However the world's bewitching snare & the follies of 
my youthful company, blocked up my way, and served as 
fetters which were fastened to my unwary feet in con
sequence of which I was kept back from duty, and from 
my enjoyments, as I am now sensible, that duty and bless
ings go hand in hand. But amidst all my conflicting 
scenes I endeavored to labor among the people, yet I was 
much embarrassed & this was in consequence of a want of 
religion & this was in consequence of an omission of 
duty. I continued my school until the expiration of the 
year & then I was minded to leave the place, but being 
satisfied with the people, I gave them the first offer 
of my services for ~nother year & gave them the privilege 
of making out the school against such a time. They didn't 
however succeed, therefore I was at liberty. I then went 
about 3 miles from this place which was in the 1st Con
cession of the same Township & here I engaged a school 
for 6 months, which was in the A.D. 1821, being then in 
the 23rd year of my age. I did however keep only 5 
months as I had an inclination to go to school myself. 
I therefore solicited a young man to take my school who 
consented provided the people were willing. I then 
solicited the approbation of the employers who readily 
assented to my request. Accordingly I called a school 
meeting & gave up my school to a Mr. Burns & I commenced 
immediately into my studies, which I pursued faithfully 
and promisingly for 3 months. 

I did intend to spend about 6 months but a Quarterly 
Meeting being appointed about 20 miles from this place 
I left my school & attended the same, & my mind being so 
taken up with religion I could no more confine myself to 
study, I indeed felt inclined to enter the field, but 
viewing my circumstances I concluded that I could not yet, 
with propriety go forward. I spent a few weeks visiting 
and preaching until the A.D. 1822, being then in the 24th 
year of my age. I returned back to the Third Concession 
to the place where I had kept one year & engaged the school 
for another year. During this time I had many hard 
struggles with flesh & blood and these being acted upon 
by the enemy of Souls who strove hard to keep me out of the 
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field, but I was determined to go Forward & accordingly 
I made arrangements so that if kind providence would favor 
me with health, strength, etc. I would try to fulfill my 
duty. But I wanted more of a conformity to the will of 
God. In consequence of which I felt a backwardness in 
going forward. However finishing my school & getting my 
worldly matters properly arranged & throwing myself upon 
the mercy of the Lora & yielding to the solicitations of 
my Brethren, I attended an Annual District Conference at 
Elizabeth Town superintended by Elder Ryan. I then con
sented to go and devote myself in this great & glorious 
work. I concluded however that I would go & travel the 
first year under the direction of the Presiding Elder 
which met the mind of Elder Ryan & accordingly when he 
went to the Annual Conference he made provision for me 
to take a Circuit & I was given up to the care of Elder 
Case, & I now thank God that I ever saw the day. Glory 
and honor be to him who does all things well & maketh 
all things work for the good to those who love him. 

Section 6th 

Containing~ account from _E!!Y commencing to travel and 
continued etc. 

In the year A.D. 1822 having made the necessary prepa
rations & receiving my appointment I began to realize 
what I never did before. The thoughts of leaving my 
acquaintances and associates rested quite deeply on my 
mind, but with these I got along very well, but when I 
came to think of leaving my dear friends & especially 
my most affectionate and aged parents, nature did for 
a time shrink, but I revived & cheered myself with anti
cipations of pleasure in the serving of the Lord, in 
seeing a variety of people & passing through various 
scenes of life. I comforted myself until the day before 
I started, when the young man, Brother Pool, who was to 
come with me, came to my Father's & again reviewed by 
feelings & then I saw such a tender look from parents so 
dear & near that I almost sunk under the exercise: How
ever my duty & my charge rested upon me & go I must, 
for he that putteth his hand to the gospel plough and 
looketh back is not worthy of the Kingdom of God. So 
I took courage, bid them all farewell in a flood of tears 
with an aching heart, on the 27th of August in the year 
above mentioned & made the best of my way to my Circuit, 
about 200 miles and reaching the same on the 10th day of 
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September. My station was called a Mission, about 10 
miles West of York in Upper Canada. I had several things 
to discourage me, such as a new country, few inhabitants 
& a bad road. Add to this I found my Colleague Kenneth 
McK. Smith quite ill with a fever & no great prospect of 
his recovering soon. However the Lord smiled upon him & 
he soon got so that he had strength to make out a plan 
of the Circuit & set me to work. Amidst my conflicts 
I had some things to comfort me & encourage me such as 
being acquainted with my colleague & finding a hospitable 
people & willing to render everything in their power to 
make me comfortable. Being thus encouraged we were soon 
able to go through the wilderness and sound aloud the 
gospel of Christ, visiting 7 different Townships & taking 
in 20 appointments. I made my home about the center of 
the circuit at a brother Kents, an Irish family, who 
were very kind. I was quite at home when among them. 
I was blessed with good health & a contented mind. 

And now I would note a most encouraging prospect; The 
good Lord seemed to be with us & bless our labors & I 
had many pleasant seasons. I saw aged parents join the 
cause of Religion like little children, and children 
acting like grown people should, that is embracing the 
truths of the gospel. And such was the work of God that 
at the close of the year we had.in addition 80 souls. 
Here I continued and as I did not have to go to the 
Conference which was held in the Genisee I thought I 
would remain on the Circuit & although I had remained a 
year from home & felt anxious to go & visit my dear 
friends, yet I was so much delighted with the work of 
the Lord that I was content & in fact the longer I staid, 
the more I was attached to the Circuit. I went however 
to a Campmeeting at Ancaster at the head of the lake 
where we had a district Confere superintended by Elder 
Case, when I was received and recommended to the annual 
Conference at Genissee. I then returned from Camp Meet
ing like a giant refreshed with new wine & remained on 
my Circuit until I received information on my new station. 
Though unworthy, I was received at the Conference on 
trial and was appointed to travel with Rev. James Jackson, 
on the River Thames Circuit, and altho' I was about to 
remain another year from home I thought I would try to 
stand in my duty & continue in the good work of the Lord. 
0 how many favors have I received from the Lord deserved 
my sincere thanks. 
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Section 7th 

In the year 1823, leaving the old Circuit I made my way 
for the new one & I must confess that I went quite reluc
tantly, for I had heard of its being a sickly country and 
inhabited by French and Indians and also of its bad roads. 
All of which I found true on my reaching the same which 
was on the 16th day of August. My horse was very lame, 
the way very bad, the flies & mosquitoes very thick & I 
unwell & faint hearted, but reaching the center of the 
Circuit which was the preacher's home at Brother Daniel 
Dolson's, on Tuesday evening the 19th of August & feeling 
a touch of the flu, which was so common to that place, I 
thought it was best to take some medicine in order to 
prevent anything settling up on my lungs, accordingly I 
was advised to take an emetic, which did not operate 
sufficiently so I took a dose of powder & this had the 
desired effect & I really think that with the blessing of 
God this prevented me from having a fit of fever. Thank 
God for all his abundant mercies. 

I was soon revived up & as Brother Jackson had gone from 
the Circuit to attend a Camp meeting in Westminster, & 
as I had not received any plan of the Circuit, which was 
thought most needy,------(Here is plainly an omission in 
copying from the original)------ & return again the next 
Sabbath in order to meet Elder Case & my Colleague on the 
way to the Quarterly meeting. So far as I had travelled 
over the Circuit I was happily disappointed for I did 
not find the roads so bad as represented, & I found real 
friends at which place I made my home. Saturday, 6th 
September having arrived at the place appointed for the 
Quarterly Meeting, Viz Brother Dolsen's, we had a good 
time during our meeting & after the meeting was over & 
having made out a plan of the Circuit we proceeded to go 
to another quarterly Meeting on the other part of the 
Circuit called the Lake Settlement after which I and the 
Elder returned to the River Thames & Brother Jackson went 
home. We then commenced our plan & pursued the same with 
much delight, & we had not travelled long before the Lord 
began to convert souls & encourage his feeble servants to 
go on their way rejoicing. And here I did enjoy myself 
quite well for I had a good Colleague & found many friends 
in the Circuit. It is true I had many things to discourage 
me, such as bad roads & many flies & in fact we had a 
large Circuit consisting of about 28 & 30 appointments 
which we had to perform every 4 weeks, & indeed I had 
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many roads to go through that were no more than Indian 
paths & many times I had to go hungry & once lost in the 
woods & laid out all night. But I thank God none of 
those things moved me. I was determined to go on by the 
Grace of God & the worth of souls could desist while the 
good Lord blessed them with health & strength & seemed 
so to care & bless their labors by converting both the 
old and the young. Add to this the pleasing sensations 
of seeing the Savage tribes, tamed & bowing to the mild 
scepter of Jesus & coming forward with streaming eyes & 
trembling voices, with outstretched arms to embrace the 
messengers of God. Glory be to God, while I am writing, 
my soul feels to magnify the Lord for what I saw and felt. 
A part of this year had now elapsed & as I had made my 
home at Brother Daniel Dolsen's, who was living about the 
center of the Circuit, which rendered it more agreeable, 
and indeed I always felt at home when there, and becoming 
so particularly intimate with the family, I found connec
tions which I trust nothing but death will be able to 
dissolve. Soon after this I indulged thoughts of alter
ing my situation in life & considering it an important 
step I made it a matter of prayer to God & visioning no 
inconsistency in my inclinations, as also consulting good 
Brother Holmes & others, I was finally brought to the 
conclusion if the Lord would, I would change my state in 
life. And from the personal knowledge that I had, as 
also the judgement of those in whom I might place the 
most implicit confidence of a daughter of Brother Daniel 
Dolsen. I determined to make her my companion for life, 
should she be willing. So I accordingly made my proposals 
to her to .that effect & although she made an immediate 
reply, from the surprise of the subject she did not grant 
her consent, but wished to have a little time to consult 
with her friends & consult her God in prayer. I wrote 
a second letter after which we embraced an opportunity 
of having some personal conversation by which she communi
cated her thoughts & gave an entire consent to my pro
posals. We then made known to her parents our undertaking 
& gaining their approbation we were married on the 29th of 
June A.D. 1824 by Mr. William Mccrae Esq. After my 
marriage I went once more round the Circuit as I had given 
up the idea of going to the Conference but would wait to 
receive my orders by way of the other Preachers. However 
on hearing of some difficulties on the Bay Quinte District, 
I was deeply impressed & strongly inclined to go still to 
Conference as I had time yet. I almost thought it would 
be an ingratitude in me not to go & visit my friends as the 
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Conference was near them & I had been gone almost two 
years. My companion was minded to go with me to visit 
her brother who was living in the Township of Blenheim 
about 120 miles from where her father lived, hence on 
the 4th day of August we started & arriving safely at 
her brother's she was to stop there until I returned 
from Conference. So leaving my companion behind I hasten
ed on my journey as I had about 350 miles to travel & 
having a good passage I made my father's a few days 
previous to the Conference. Finding them them all well. 
(Thank the good Lord) So attending the Conference the 
difficulties which I had heard of were all hushed & amity 
once more prevailed among the people. So on the evening 
of Conference I received my appointment for the ensuing 
year. The Thames Circuit on which I had travelled the 
year before had become too large, consequently a part 
was set off & I was stationed alone. I then returned 
back to my father's, which was about 15 miles from Con
ference. I spent a few more days with my dear friends & 
then taking my leave of them, again I started for my 
Circuit which was called the St. Claire Circuit, con
sisting of 7 regular appointments and containing 150 
miles which I had to perform every two weeks. I 
travelled about twelve days & in performing the journey 
reached my Circuit. I came to where my companions were 
in 9 days after I left my Father's. And in all my travels 
I find the hand of the Eternal God was my deliverer. o 
may I ever love & adore Him. In commencing my labors for 
this year I had to cross several Ferries, which rendered 
my Circuit disagreeable, however I found no difficulty 
too hard but was willing to labor for the good of souls. 
I had some difficulty in Society, expelled a few members, 
but took in more. I left my companion with her parents 
& made a point of writing her every two weeks. After a 
few months had rolled away my companion was minded to 
go alone or live by herself & as a house was provided we 
enjoyed ourselves better than when we were at home or 
with her Father, for we did not have the inconvenience 
of so many comers & goers, as the saying is. Thus we 
lived for three months or better enjoying peace of mind 
& a great share of health in body all of which demands 
our s~ncere services and affections the residue of our 
days. We had the pleasure of living together just eleven 
months & 14 days & was blessed with a son. Here we have 
witnessed the goodness of God in this recent mercy and 
great deliverance. As my last year is not wholly ex
tinquished, I make a digression from my travels & enter 
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the following particulars with a view to keep in mind 
what may be here inserted. I shall however continue 
my detail of the Saint Claire Circuit immediately in 
the following pages and pursue the same until I close the year. 

Memorial of 
Births 
William Griffis, Jr. 
was born on the 29th 
Day of Dec. 1797 

Martha Griffis 
The wife of Wm. Griffis 
Jr. was born on the 6th 
Day of May 1804 

William Case Griffis 
Son of Wm. & Martha 
Griffis was born on the 
14th of June 1825 6 o'clock 
A.M. Baptized July 16th by 
The Rev. Thomas Madden 

Daniel Dolsen Griffis 
Son of Wm. & Martha 
was born May 25, 1827 
Half past seven A.M. 
Baptized Aug. 26th 1827 
by Elder Madden 

Thomas Harris Griffis 
Son of Wm. & Martha 
Griffis, born 20th June 
1829 Brantford,Canada 
Baptized July 26th 1829 
by Rev. John Ryerson 

Ann Elizabeth Griffis 
daughter of Wm. & Martha 
Griffis, born Oct. 28th 1831 
& was baptized April 29th 
1832 by Rev.J.Richardson 

Sophia Abigail Griffis 
daughter of Wm. & Martha 
Griffis, born June 7th 1834 
Baptized July 20th 1836 
by Elder Ryerson 

Mary Lucinda Griffis 
daughter of Wm.& Martha 
G. born June 1st 1837 & 
was baptized Aug.20th 1837 
by Rev. David Wright 

Samuel James Harris Griffis 
son of Wm. & Martha born 
March 31-1843 Baptized 
Sept 17th 1843 by the 
Rev. J.K.Willitson 

Edwy Harris Griffis son of 
Sam'l J.H.Griffis & Alice 
his wife. Born June 7-1869 
Baptized Oct.14-1869 by 
Rev. E.B.Pease Methodist 
Minister and Presiding 
Elder, Appleton District 
for 1869. 

William Lional Griffis, son 
of Samuel and Alice Griffis, 
born Aug 11-1870 in Apple
ton,Wis. Baptized Apr.9th 
1871 by Rev. Wm. Griffis 

Arthur Burnham Griffis, son 
of Sam'l J.H.Griffis & Alice, 
his wife. Born Feb. 27,1872 
Baptized by Rev. Wm.Griffis 
June 9, 1872. 

Cora Content Griffis daughter 
of Sam'l J.H.Griffis & Alice, 
his wife. Born Oct 12-1873 
Baptized Mar 1-1874 by 
Rev. Wm. Griffis 

James Thomas Griffis son of 
Sam'l J.H.Griffis & Alice, 
his wife. Born Aug 24-1875 
Baptized Jan 16-1876 by Rev. 
Wm.Griffis in Appleton,Wis. 
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Marriages 
William & Martha Griffis 
were married on the 29th 
Day of June in the A.D. 
1824 Cranith, Ont. Can. 

William Griffis Sen.born 
Feb. 7th 1763 Hiw fie Content 
Harris Griffis was born Jan. 
8th 1767. 

Rev. Wm.Griffis Jr. Born in 
Fredericksburg,Township of 
Adolphustown, Can.Dec.29-1797 
Married Martha Abigail Dolsen 
June 29th 1824,Cranith,Ontario 

Maggie E. Aiken wife of 
Wm. Case Griffis died 
July 7th 1861 at Appleton, 
Wis. Aged 30 yrs. 6 mo. 

Mary Lucinda Griffis Ryan 
wife of James Ryan. Died 
May 19-1874 in Appleton, 
Wis. 

To continue with an account of St. Claire Circuit as the 
year is almost expired in which I expect to remain there, 
I feel inclined to remark some of the most striking 
events which happened during my travels so far. I have 
remarked concerning the bad roads or rather difficulties 
which attend the circuit in consequences of the many 
ferries which I have had to cross, altho' but one is 
large yet all are attended with some delay. I must say 
that some of the people were very kind, yet others were 
very much opposed to religion, consequently they strove 
all that was within their power to suppress the word and 
work of the good Lord. But thank God not with standing 
all the exertions of the enemies of the Cross the Lord 
was merciful & a few souls enlisted under the banner of 
King Jesus, perhaps to fight forever, I hope so at least 
& if so this indeed will be quite sufficient to make 
amends for all the diffculties which I had to encounter. 
I have taken in about 15 members this year, which will 
make about 56 in all on the Circuit. o may God increase 
the number. I think a good work in many souls has begun, 
may God carry it on to perfection & the Circuit is en
larging by an increase of inhabitants. I would mention 
that on this Circuit I have been unfortunate. I brought 
a fine young horse with me here & lost him by a disease 
called the Yellow Water I think. I then purchased another 
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one for which I gave 30 dollars and without having one 
day's service from her she took a Distemper, called the 
Hook in the eye & shortly after became lock-jawed & so 
died in most extreme pain and misery. Since I lost my 
first horse which was in the fall, I have been travelling 
with borrowed horses belonging to my father-in-law. Some 
of them were young, which I have broken & this has been 
hard on my nature and my constitution. Notwithstanding 
my misfortunes on this Circuit, I have received but a small 
portion of my salary with the addition of my expenses 
which were all included, amounting to about $6. which 
would make in all that I was to receive 106 dollars of 
which I have received only $85. Out of which I have had 
to pay for my necessary clothing & with the addition of 
about $20 which was given me, I had to purchase two 
horses. But I had married a wife & with her I got some 
property by which I have been enabled to prosecute my 
duty. Thus I continued until the time came on which we 
had to attend the Conference, which was to be helt at 
Salt Fleet, SO Mile Creek at the head of Lake Ontario, 
Upper Canada on the 14th Day of September 1825. Accord
ingly I left the River Thames on the 8th Day of September 
for the purpose of attending said Conference & having to 
pass through the Township of Oxford, I agreed to meet 
Brother Jackson there for the purpose of attending a 
Quarterly Meeting, at which place I had to strive to 
preach on Saturday and Sunday & Brother Jackson preached 
on Sunday. We have no particular move, but felt some 
liberty in preaching. Monday we started in company on 
our way to Conference & travelling until Tuesday evening 
we arrived at the place of Conference & received our 
Stations during said time. The next day our Conference 
commenced superintended by Elijah Hadding, and Elder Case 
was appointed Secretary. Some rumors had been circulated 
which were quite unfavorable & in consequence thereof we 
anticipated trouble & surely we had enough, but things 
took a more favorable turn & our difficulties were in the 
end not so great as was expected or their effect as 
serious as was anticipated. our Conference continued 
about 10 days, during which time we had a Mission Anni
versary which was a pleasing scene as much so as any I 
had ever beheld of the like nature. This anniversary was 
held on Friday & on Sunday we had ordinations to attend 
which rendered the day pleasing and profitable to many. 
I was one of eight in number who were ordained Deacons. 
Our Conference finally concluded on Friday, which was 
about 10 days that we were together in all. Which 
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brought us to the 24th Sept when we received our appoint
ments for the ensuing yearwhen I was appointed to the 
Niagara Circuit with Brother Demorest, who had been on 
this Circuit one year and had charge of the same, this was 
pleasing to me, because I fear the task of ruling Cir
cuits. I had left my family on the Thames with her 
parents. I had therefore to go after them in prosecution 
of which I lost no time & although the road was bad I was 
not three weeks before I returned with my family, moving 
them about 180 miles, part of the way with horses & part 
with oxen. We had some good and some bad luck. We had 
our health in general but we upset our wagon by running 
off a bridge when I, my wife & child were in the same. 
But nothing injured of consequence. O that all would 
praise the Lord & for all His mercies. When we came to 
the Circuit we had expectation of going into the parson
age house, but when I came to view the same I did not 
wish to take my family there, consequently I had to look 
for some other place. I then went to the village of 
St. Catherines & found a pious family of young women in 
whose house I could have a room but it was not finished. I 
therefore had to go to work & finish the same which lost 
me some time and about $15 which I had to pay out of my 
pocket, but this was all I had to pay for the use of the 
house. Here indeed I was quite embarrassed for I had my 
appointments to attend & also to oversee the finishing of 
my room. However I succeeded & have a comfortable room 
to live in & my family has good society at home & a good 
Society to attend on the Sabbath; with the exception of a 
little firewood, we have had great attention paid to us 
& have lacked for nothing. All now that is wanting is a 
grateful heart & wisdom to improve the same, which by 
Grace we are seeking for. O may God make us a blessing 
to this people in my prayer. 

I now turn my thoughts upon the state of the Circuit 
which was quite dull but after I went a few times around 
I was a little encouraged for I took several into Unity 
& had a prospect of getting some more. I have to remark 
however there has been no great stir as yet & indeed in 
the month of Feb. I left the Circuit, which was quite 
painful to me, but having some business unsettled in the 
west I had to attend to the same. Meanwhile my companion 
went with me and we paid our friends a visit. We had a 
good time travelling & a & a prosperous journey only 
spending about seventeen days in all. As it respects 
the prosperity of Religion I have nothing to boast of. 
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As to the cause God only knows, but were we to say, 
perhaps I might attribute the same to various circum
stances which have transpired but to judge belongs to 
God. I think I may say upon the whole the Society and 
Circuit is in better state now than when we commenced. 
Sorry indeed am I that not more good has been done. 
0 may God grant the succeeding year more success. And 
now the time has come when we shall have to repair to 
Conference, which is to be held in Hamilton, New Castle 
District August 31st 1826. August 14th 1826 I left my 
circuits to go with my family to make a visit previous 
to the setting of conference. I succeeded in my journey 
travelling in six days about 216 miles, reaching my 
father's on Sat. evening, & Sabbath following I preach
ed to a large and attentive congregation. We then had a 
week before us to spend with our friends, during which 
time we visited all of them, notwithstanding I was much 
afflicted with the janders. On Sabbath following I 
attended an appointment in Adolphustown Meeting House 
& preached to a large & listening congregation. On 
Tuesday morning, Which was the 29th Day of Aug. 1826 we 
left our friends & made our way to the Conference. 
Leaving my family at billet, which was at Brother Lapis, 
I went to the meeting house which was the place of the 
Conference and found the Conference adjourned for the 
Day. Here I would remark that great difficulties were 
anticipated, but to all human view the good Lord inter
ferred by bringing the matter to an amicable issue with
out coming into Conference. When this took place many 
hearts were glad no doubt & I for one, blessed God for 
all his mercies. We had a short but pleasing and inter
esting Conference. We had a very precious sight which 
was that of the presence and apparent reformation of our 
poor Indians. 0 Glory to God for all his blessings, but 
especially for the blessings of his free and full salva
tion. O may it extend from Kingdom to Kingdom until the 
whole world shall see the Salvation of the Lord. 

On Tuesday morning our Conference was ended, which was 
on the 5th of Sept 1826, when we all received our sta
tions for the ensuing year, when I and Brether Ryerson 
were appointed for Niagara Circuit, it being my second 
year. We then proceeded to our several stations & I 
arrived on my Circuit on Friday Sept 8th & preached 
twice on Sabbath and blessed be God. I went on Monday 
following to the place where I had resided the year 
before and made some arrangements for the ensuing year, 
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to live with the family of Miss Moores in the village of 
St. Catherines. 

And now the God of Heaven, may he be near to us and make 
us faithful and useful in life, holy and happy in death 
& in Glory save us at last for Jesus sake, Amen. 

Blessed be God, I am happy to have it in my power to say 
(although I have seen many a sore conflict this year) 
that the God of heaven has been my friend & in many 
instances I have been witness to his convi ting and con
verting power. Some of the most pleasing scenes 
have been around me. O that I were more humble and thank
ful but in those pleasing tales I may be lost. I would 
not forget to say Zion mourns. O that God would pour 
his holy spirit among the people & make his power more 
fully known. But having finished my second year on the 
Niagrara Circuit I went to the Conference which was held 
at Hamilton, head of Lake Ontario. During which time my 
mind was variously excercised, some things were pleasant 
but more the reverse. I was ready to cry out, like 
sinking Peter, Lord save or we perish. 

Conference having set unpleasantly long we at last came 
to a conclusion and I received my appointment for the 
ensuing year on the Long Point Circuit with Brother 
Courson. 

I then returned home to my family and spent a few days, 
then leaving my family I went to see my Circuit & to 
look for a place in which to locate my family. I 
arrived on the Circuit about the 14th of Sept, preached 
a few times,partly engaged a house & then according I 
proceeded & I intended to get my family having hired a 
house in which some people were living, H.D. Thomas, 
from whom the house was obtained I had to wait until 
said family was gone. This was to us quite disagree
able but we tarried at Brother Mathews, a good friend's 
house until two weeks by which time the house was left 
& I proceeded to take my family, which was on the 10th 
Oct. 1827. During this time of waiting I went around 
a part of my Circuit & in some places I was much pleased. 
O may God make us useful this year O may souls be saved 
for Christ's sake. Amen. 

From the low state of the Circuit which was doubtless 
owing in a great measure (from information) to some 
very unpleasant things which transpired on the Circuit 
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& also unfortunately the Preachers who were appointed 
for several years were sickly, these things militated 
against the Circuit and that materially. All these 
things presented themselves to my view and quite pro
duced in my mind a serious dread. Trembling and weep-
ing I went forth but bless the Lord, God of Heaven not
withstanding all these, I am now enabled to rejoice in 
God for the intimations of his mercy and love towards us. 

24th February 1828, by the Grace of God I am what I am. 

April 20th 1829 
Having a consciousness of my want of more light, love 
and power, as also realizing a sense of my former 
unfaithfulness I resolve by Grace Divine to double my 
diligence in the Divine life, a deficiency in which I 
am sure is the only cause 0£ the barrenness of my soul. 
And notwithstanding my former ·unfaithfulness and my 
present unworthiness I have abundant reason to thank 
the Good Lord that I retain a desire to renew my covenant 
in his service and pant for more of the mind which was in 
my blessed Jesus. O! thou physician of souls cause the 
glories of thy face to shine into my heart & soul with 
unequalled lustre that I may love thee supremely, and 
worthily magnify thy holy name. 

This year continued to abound with signal displays of 
interposing grace & mercy & with an increase of number 
and grace in the Societies in various parts of the Cir
cuit, especially at our Camp Meeting held at Oakland 
15th of June & during which time we had some precious 
outpourings of the spirit of God, we found in our estimat
ing the supposed number of hopeful converts, we found 
about 30 were professed to have been either awakened 
or converted during the few days thus employed. Most 
of whom appear to be steadfast, but some have turned 
back or fallen asleep. During this year, in addition 
to our spiritual encouragements we found general support 
"and having food and raiment we were content." 

Thus the year ended in mutual peace and harmony, in which 
way all things appeared when I left the Circuit & repair-
ed to the Conference, which was to be holden at Earnest town, 
Oct.2-1828. On my way having to pass my Father and friends, 
I took my family & made a visit to my friends to our great 
great satisfaction. And uniting with my Brethren at the 
Conference from various parts of the Vineyard in Canada 
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we had a pleasing Conference, thank God. 

Conference having closed its business, I was reappointed 
to the Long Point Circuit, and having returned to my 
friends & family we made ready to return to our appoint
ed stations. 

Here I anticipated good as before and truly we had 
some good. I was appointed in charge as usual & John 
Armstrong was to travel with me. But here it was that 
some new commotions arose, when Ryan in his usual way 
made his influence and ambition meet against the peace
ful laboring servants of God and thus have some un
happy difficulties ensued. 

Glory to God,-I think while Satan rages & strives hard 
to destroy the church the Lord is in the midst of Zion 
& his arm is not shortened & therefore good will ulti
mately come out of evil. I have been listening, look
ing and trying to feel more of the divine Power in my 
own soul & among the friends, & I do think God has 
heard prayer & answered to the joy of many poor souls. 
Upon the whole it does appear to me that God is revi
ving his holy work among the people & notwithstanding 
our opposition there are some souls born into the Church 
& we trust, born to God-- All the glory belongs to God. 

How swiftly does time glide along & how imperceptibly 
does life flee away. Another year of my labors has 
just come to a close. Thank God, as has been hereto
fore the case, I believe I may say now, God has been 
with me on this Circuit & although with deep humility 
I would speak, yet I think I may say that some fruit has 
been borne even here, that God has sent me to,preach, 
yes & to show sinners the way of life. O may God in his 
good pleasure still direct me to the Conference in 
Ancaster. I now repair again to unite with my brethren 
to deliverate on the important business of the church. 
Through the tender mercy of God almost all the Preachers 
were permitted to attend Conference who were members & 
I am not afraid to say that God seemed in truth to be 
there. During the session of the Conference we had a 
Camp Meeting appointed which was the cause of much 
gathering together of the people and I believe much 
good was done. Glory to God, my soul was truly fed with 
heavenly manna & there appeared to be a general time of 
feeling & especially among the poor Servants of God. 
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Conference closed in much peace and love. 

My Brethren (and I trust God has been present at the 
same) saw fit this ensuing year to make my appointment 
to the Grand River Mission embracing a part of the 
Dumfries Circuit. A young man would probably do more 
& fare better in some respects than what I will, but if 
God goes with me all will be well. 

Believers will be built up in their most holy faith, 
Blacksliders will be reclaimed, the lukewarm souls 
stirred up & mourning souls will be comforted. And 
my own poor soul I trust, will be fed & I shall have 
the pleasure to see the work of God prosper and secured 
among the wandering tribes of the wood. o for a 
missionary soul & body, O for the faith that works by 
love, 0 for the heart that pants for Christ, and the 
fulness of his salvation. I shall go trusting in God 
to my appointed station. Looking longing, and praying 
for the prosperity of Zion. 

And may God the Lord this year make bare his holy arm 
in this Province especially & then elsewhere, until 
holiness shall spread her sacred and saving influence 
through vast creation. Amen. 

Sept. 10th 1829 
Woodhouse 

Having made the necessary arrangements for leaving 
Long Point Circuit and obtaining teams to move my 
family I proceeded to my appointment for the ensuing 
year. My family and I located in what is commonly 
called the Jersey and found indeed, that we had got 
into a good place, although we wished for more religion. 
I proceeded however to my Circuit & found in most places 
on the old Circuit the classes were quite dull. I 
went to the Missionary Ground & found God among the 
people and the prospects still good. Blessed be God. 
I have had the pleasure to see souls flocking to the 
Standard of emanuel this year. Dumfries has shared in 
the refreshing stream of God's love. In visiting 
around I found more ground on which to bestow labor 
& consequently I enlarged my Circuit so as to require 
an assistant & we made a four weeks Circuit instead of 
two. I find, thank God, that the borders of Zion are 
enlarging. o: Hallelujah, God is in the midst of his 
people still, His standard rising, his banner flying 
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& poor sinners are corning to the fold of Jesus. Glady 
to God. I lonely sit this day and would make mention 
of a few things. 

March 18th 1830 

This days experience abundantly teaches me the necessity 
of Divine Aid. In Feb. last I took my family on a visit 
to my father-in-law, by good sledding, but a thaw came 
on & I was under the necessity of leaving them & as I 
have not heard from them for the rising of three weeks 
I am somewhat anxious. 0 may God give me grace & wisdorno 
I have just had a note from my brother Philip & I fear 
my friends are not making that proficiency in religion 
I wish. Now add to this some disappointment from Elder 
Case whom I wanted much on the mission, in consequence 
of some disturbance among the Indians. Under all these 
reflections I feel rather unhappy. I find my weakness 
is great & my wisdom to be perfect ignorance & my strength 
perfect only in God, on whom alone I wish to rely. O 
Lord do thou carry on thy work among the heathen. Amen. 

In 1830 towards the end of the year I was appointed to 
the Ancaster Circuit. I located my family at Brother 
Bowman's & having Brother Atwood for my Colleague I felt 
much encouraged, but when I thought upon the unhappy 
excitements made upon parts of the Circuit by the in
fluence of a Mr. Ryan a Jackson and others, I was led 
to tremble. But glory to God, our minds were cheered 
& comforted by the coming of God among the people. A 
reformation broke out in Ancaster Township & about 50 
were added. 

Revivals seemed to succeed each other. On various parts 
of the Circuit, Dundas & Hamilton were much favored by 
the Lord. So I think I may safely say the Lord was 
better to us than our fears. Glory be to His name. 
An appointment was made for Camp Meeting on the Circuit. 
I looked forward with pleasing prospects, thinking the 
Lord would do something for us & the people there & 
surely we had a gracious shower. Many were awakened 
and converted to God. Many of us were now ready to say 
my willing soul would stay in such a place. The first 
year I was on the Ancaster Circuit we had a rising of 
200 converts. I was reappointed to the Ancaster Circuit, 
Brother Belton having the charge, with whom I was to 
travel. The work of the Lord still prospered among us. 
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This year I thought to have advanced in study, but my 
advancement was small. O how easy for worldly things 
to draw the heart from God. May God help me to be more 
intent on the will of God. 

November 15-1877 
A few sketches of William Griffis who was born in 
Adolphustown on December 20th in A.D. 1797. I embraced 
Religion in 1818 & joined Society on June 27th 1818. 
I was soon permitted to improve by way of exhortation 
by Elder Thomas Madden, & I continued in this capacity 
until licensed as a local Preacher by Elder Case in 1820. 
Having an unfinished school I was allowed to finish my 
school. I was then employed part of the time by the 
Presiding Elder on the old Circuit called Bay of Quinte, 
a part of the year & in 1822 I was taken out on the 
Circuit by Elder Ryan & traveled on the Mission west 
of York, now Toronto, with Kenneth W. Smith, embracing 
a number of Townships & at the following Conference I 
was sent to the Thames Circuit in 1823, having joined 
the Conference of Genisee. I traveled this year with 
the Rev. James Jackson & in 1824 I was sent to Saint 
Clair & wallaceburg on a two weeks Station & the 
preacher on the Thames Circuit gave out & we united 
my two weeks circuit with the old Thames circuit. I 
travelled the balance of the year of 1824. During which 
time I was married on the 29th of June,1824. In 1825, 
I was stationed upon the Niagara with the Rev. John 
Ryerson & in 1826 I travelled the same Circuit with the 
Rev. Thomas Demorest, & in 1827 I was stationed at Long 
Point Circuit with Rev. Robert Corson & travelled two 
years. In the year 1828 I was stationed on Dumfries & 
Salt Spring Mission. 

In 1830 I was stationed at Ancaster, where I travelled 
two years. The first year I had for my Colleague, 
John T. Atwood, the second year I had Samuel Belton 
for my Colleague. 

In 1832 I was stationed at London, & in the year 1833 
I was stationed at Canborough & on the next year, 1834, 
I was stationed at London for the second time, as I was 
taken sick at Ancaster & did not go to London as I was 
sent for. The next year, 1835, I was appointed to the 
Thames where I had been in 1823 & 24, a part of the year. 
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In 1836 I was stationed on the Thames, having for my 
Colleague C.B.Goodrich. Having been returned to the 
Thames for the second year, I located, at my own re
quest & have always regretted this move. I made a 
request to enter again into the Conference, but a num
ber of young Preachers & others who had not travelled 
as long as I had, opposed my return & I was not received. 
I then felt I had tried to do my duty & took a school 
in Chatham where I labored as a local Preacher for 1 
year attending funerals & marrying many people. Having 
a piece of land on Bear creek Dawn Township, I made a 
move to my farm and labored hard and taught school for 
two years after which my eldest son, Wm.C.Griffis, came 
to Wisconsin in the United States & I came with him to 
see the country, and was directed to Appleton, where I 
found, as I thought, a suitable place to settle with 
my family. I then made an effort to join the Wisconsin 
Conference, requested by some of the Preachers. I sent 
my papers to the Presiding Elder, Brother Himebaugh & 
as the Conference had passed against receiving a Preach
er over 55 years of age I was rejected. I then took a 
Circuit at Oconto, under the direction of the Presiding 
Elder and travelled one year. Continuing I was sent to 
Shawano, where I travelled two years. I was then sent 
to Brillion Circuit where Brother Hollister was Presid
ing Elder. I travelled one year & then was sent to 
Green Bush where I travelled one Quarter & then was dis
missed as the War of Slavery broke out. I was Thought 
not loyal, as I was a Democrat in principle & would not 
preach Politics. Since this time, I remain a Local 
Preacher. Only that my age & health prevent me, or I 
should go out among the people and work for Souls, in 
some way as God might direct. I will submit all to my 
heavenly Father. I am quite sure of meeting some 
precious souls in Heaven, should I be so happy as to 
be able to say, here am I & those whom thou hast given 
me to join in the Sublime praise of God, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Friday, January llth,1878 
Through the mercy of my heavenly Father, I am still per
mitted to remain with my friends amidst the ills of the 
world. I feel disposed to regard my thankfulness to Him 
who has so kindly preserved me. O I want more of the 
mind that was in my adorable Savior. Blessed be His 
Holy name. I am thus inclined, altho' infirmity and 
sin has tried to rob me of my hope, thank God so far, 
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even over 80 years by grace. I am determined to try 
& grow in heavenly mindness & grace & make my escape 
to that Blessed rest where I hope many of my friends 
have gone and more are trying to go. 

Bless the Lord O my Sould, Praise the Lord. 

Rev. William Griffis, Sr. 

(After the death of the Reverend Wm. Griffis, his 
eldest son, Wm. Case Griffis, wrote the following pages 
in his father's Journal. It is appropriate to remark 
at this time that the name of Case was given in honor 
of Rev. Wm. Case who has been mentioned in the Journal 
of Rev. Wm. Griffis, and who meant much to him.) 

The demise of the Rev. William Griffis took place at 
Beaver Dam, Wis. on December 22-1878. Which occasioned 
many sincere regrets in our city where he had resided 
with me since 1876. He having become infirm, I brought 
him and my mother from Appleton, Wis. to spend their 
last days with me. He had many warm friends wherever 
he had lived, he was a man of culture & extended in
formation. One whose social visits before he was 
stricken with paralysis were regarded with pleasure. 
While he was severe in his criticism of what he thought 
wrong, he was always considerate and merciful in his 
judgements upon men. He attained the four score and 
one years. He has passed over the river, where mind 
is untrammeled with matter & will make more rapid 
strides towards the attainment of that knowledge which 
passeth all human understanding, Peace to his remains, 
which are deposited in their last abode on earth. He 
is buried in my lot in Oakwood Cemetery, Beaver Dam, 
Wis. 

------------------------------------
Martha A. Dolsen, daughter of Daniel & Abigail Dolsen, 
was born May 6th 1804 on the old Dolsen Homestead in 
the Township of Raleigh, Co. Kent, Province of Upper 
Canada. Reared with the tender care of a good & kind 
father & mother until she was twenty years old, when 
she married my father, the Rev. William Griffis Jr. 
with whom she lived fifty-eight years, a happy and lov
ing couple to the end, having raised seven children, 
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four boys and three girls. 

Jan.29-1884 after a few months sickness, she left us 
to join her departed husband in that house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens, where I hope she 
realizes to the full extent what was her belief thro' 
life, that there was a heaven, a place of rest & happi
ness to all who believed in eternal salvation of the 
soul. For if any woman deserved reward for her many 
good deeds & self sacrifice to her family & others she 
came in contact with, she did. Her home was her castle 
& she had a love for it. She was always strict with 
her children but too merciful to punish us often when 
we deserved it, but we all loved her and would do any
thing in our power for her comfort. She has gone from 
us, but I can see her kind face every day & dream of 
her every night & I often think how I would like to 
talk to her & hear her sweet words again. She lies 
in my lot at Oakwood Cemetery, Beaver Darn, Wis. 

Wm. C. Griffis 

(Of himself, Wm. Case Griffis writes): 

I was born June 14th 1825 at my Grandfather Dolsen's 
home in the Township of Raleigh, Co. Kent, Province 
of Upper Canada. Started going to school at the age 
of four years one mile from home. Later we moved to 
the town of Ancaster, near Hamilton, where I attended 
school. Two years later I attended school at Smith's 
Ville for two years. Then we moved to London & I 
attended the Academy. 

About the year 1835 my father was stationed at Chatham, 
within four miles from where I was born. Attended school 
regularly up to 1840 & then was installed in the Dawn 
Mills School as a teacher, with upwards of 55 pupils, 
from 4 to 24 yrs. of age. Quite a load for a boy of 
15 years. After a year of hard work I resigned. For 
a time I worked for my father on his farm & then de-
cided I wanted to be a M.D. & was articled to Messr's. 
Pegley & Cross, two of our best Dr's., for five years. 
My father paying them five hundred dollars & clothing 
& doing my laundry. They agreed to make me a full 
fledged Dr. & Druggist, they having a Drug Store. 
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June3-1841 I landed in the store with all my worldly 
goods done up in a red cotton hdkf., having but one 
suit of clothes & those did not cost to exceed seven 
dollars, as I had bought them ready made with the pro
ceeds of the sale of ashes I had gathered at the burn
ing of log piles on my father's clearing. I got a 
few toy books from my cousin O.A. Van Dolsen who kept 
a book store, to sell for him on a small commission. 

August 1st 1891 took a trip to Canada, visited my 
only uncle and aunt living. This was my mother's 
brother, Samuel Dolsen & wife, living at Dresden, Ont., 
with one child, Victoria Dolsen; also met my cousin 
Mrs. Andrew Austin & two of her daughters living at 
Dresden & met two sons of her sister (Mrs. Barbara 
Hart) Phil Hart & Stephen Hart living in Dresden. 
Went to Dresden to see her brother Stephen Miles 
Griffis & his family. Also visited old friends at 
Wallaceburg & had a steamboat excursion to Walpole 
Islands in company with 1st, 2nd. & 3rd cousins. 
Being Mrs. Austin, Mrs. Jane Hazzard, her three chil
dren; Victoria Dolsen & Emma Haylock, a granddaughter 
of Eliza Andrews who was a daughter of James Dolsen. 
Also visited my cousin Joseph Dolsen & his three 
children, Mrs. Gregory, Mrs. Somerville, Lottie Dolsen 
& son Rosco Dolsen & Arthur Dolsen who lives at 
Chatham. Also Eliza Poile, Mary Dolsen, Orville 
Dolsen & William Dolsen, children of Wm. Dolsen & 
wife who was a sister of Israel Evans. Also visited 
Matt & Oliver Dolsen who are keeping Bachelor's Hall, 
both quite feeble. Went down four miles to the old 
Dolsen homestead where I was born, an old log house 
built by my great grandfather in 1789. Then I went to 
see my cousin Gilbert, son of John Dolsen, my mother's 
brother. I next visited Wm. N. Smith of Amhurstburg, 
& his wife who was my cousin Ann Dolsen. 

Upon examining the old family Bible that belonged to 
my Grandfather Daniel Dolsen, my Mother's father: 
(The Bible is in possession of my uncle Samuel Dolsen 
of Dresden, Ont.) 

My Great Great Grandfather John Van Dolsen was born in 
England of Holland parentage. He had two sons, Isaac 
and Mathew who were sea captains, both settled in 
Harrisburg, Penn. in 1760, but moved to Niagara Falls, 
Canada in 1771 & then my great Grandfather Isaac Van 
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Dolsen married & moved to Petite Cove on theDetroit 
River. He had seven sons and three daughters. The 
sons names were John, Isaac, Mathew, Peter, Jacob, 
Gilbert & Daniel (my grandfather). Mathew had two 
sons Isaac & Jacob. They settled on the north side 
of the River Thames in 1789. My grandfather Daniel 
Dolsen was born May 4th 1773 & died January 23-1853. 
He married Abigail Coburn, my grandmother, who was 
born in Virginia, April 2nd, 1773. She died in 1853. 
She was a prisoner among the Indians over one year. 
They having taken her in capactivity in Virginia & 

brought her to the banks of the River Raisin near 
Detroit. My grandfather was hired by the Indians to 
plow and plant. Abigail was sent to carry his dinner 
& he soon learned her story & it was not very long 
before he proposed to her. 

One night when the Indians were having a pow wow & 
all were intoxicated, Abigail stole away & went down 
to the river & Daniel was waiting for her with a canoe. 
They crossed the river & were married in Detroit, Mich. 
Soon after that they moved to the South side of the 
River Thames in the Township of Raleigh, Co. Kent, 4 
miles from Chatham, Ont. They had four sons: Isaac, 
John, James, & Samuel & five daughters: Mary who 
married James Newkirk; Sophia who married Rev. J.K. 

* Williston; Ann never married--died of consumption; 
Betsey--never married, & Martha Abigail who married 
Rev. Wm. Griffis Jr., June 29th 1824. 

*Note: This could be Willitson. C.W. 

My Great Grandfather, on my father's side came from 
Wales & settled in Huntington, Long Island. They 
spelled the name Griffiths. My Grandfather, who died 
at my Father's house could never give me any reason 
why he changed it to Griffis. He-------------------
moved to Canada & settled at Adolphustown where my 
father was born, also three brothers of my father, 
Phillip, Stephen & Gilbert & one sister who married 
a Mr. Harris. My father's mother, Content Harris, 
was born in England. 

I have my grandfather's old pension certificate for 
the services in the Rev. War. He had to go to Albany 
for his pension. It is signed G. Bancroft. 
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In 1892 I took a trip to Manistique to visit my cousin 
Wm. G. Griffis, who I had not seen for over thirty years. 
Found him on a farm 8 miles from Manistique. 

My last uncle, Samuel D. Dolsen my mother's youngest 
brother died at his residence in Dresden, Ont. Nov. 1st 
1896, aged 82 years, 11 mo. & 16 days. 

Mar. 29,1897 my brother Thomas H. died in Lincoln, Neb. 
aged 67 yrs 9 mo 9 days. 

Wm. Griffis died at my father"s home on River Sydenham 
in Upper Canada. (This refers to his grandfather, 
Wm. Griffis.) 

(This concludes the information added to the Journal 
of the Rev. Wm. Griffis by his son, Wm. Case Griffis.) 

Another version of the Abigail Coburn story: 

In the winter of 1882-3, Grace Whittemore Griffis, wife 
of Herbert A., spent some time in the home of Wm. Case 
Griffis in Beaver Dam. She shared the room of "Grandma 
Griffis", the widow of the Rev. Wm., who had never tired 
of relating the story of Abigail to her children and 
grandchildren. She related it to Grace who remembered 
it thus: 

Abigail had been stolen by Indians from what was then 
in Virginia, but now a part of Kentucky, and forced to 
travel with them, on foot, to the vicinity of what is 
now Detroit, Michigan. She had been staying with friends, 
a young couple, assisting with the housework because of 
a new baby. They were preparing to move into a more wild 
section of the country, and Abigail's father came on 
horseback to warn her of the danger from Indians and 
urged her not to go with her friends when they moved, 
but to return home. However, not wishing to fail her 
friends, she disregarded her father's warning, with 
the result that she was captured by Indians. Her woman 
friend and baby were also stolen at the same time, but 
they did not survive the ordeal. Either they were killed 
by the Indians because of their frailty, or left to 
perish. Abigail was a favorite with the Indians be-
cause of her strength and apparent cheerfulness. The 

-104-



squaw, under whose care she fell, greased her long hair 
with bear's grease to make her look more like a true 
Indian. They travelled to the River Raisin in Canada, 
near Detroit, where the Indians farmed on an island. 
A white man, with whom Abigail was able to talk, came 
to plow and plant for the Indians. He agreed to leave 
a boat that Abigail could use to reach a white settle
ment. She found the boat--one oar was missing-- but 
she managed to reach the designated settlement. She 
never saw her own people again, 

(According to Wm.C.G., a sister of Abigail married a 
Brayton, and lived in Palestine, Ill.) (The Coburns 
are said to have lived in Fayette Co., Ky., about 
40 miles from Hueyville.) 
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Bones Found of Great Tecumseh 

At Least, Thought to be Those of Great Shawnee Dug up 
by Farmer near where Former Fell. So Far Indians Have 
Kept Location Secret. 

Thamesville, June 11- A startling discovery was made near 
this village yesterday when John McDowell, who now owns 
the Tecumseh farm which includes the battlefield of 
Moraviantown, dug up the bones of a man which may yet 
prove to be those of Tecumseh, the great Shawnee chief 
who fell fighting for the British on Oct. 5, 1813, not 
200 yards from the spot where the skeleton was found. 
That the bones are those of a man who fought in this 
battle is indisputable, for three small metal military 
buttons were also found, and in addition to this the 
bullet which had killed the man. It is large and heavy 
and of the type used in those days. 

In the fall of 1913 the Historical Society visited 
Thamesville & on that occasion went over the battlefield 
in company with some local people. The party included 
G.R.Pattullo of Woodstock - Pres. of the Society; Prof. 
Gilmour and Provincial Archivist Alex Fraser, John 
Dearness of London, Miss Merrill of Toronto & others. 
While at Moraviantown they were addressed by Chief 
Albert Tobias, who repeated the story of Tecumseh's 
death & burial as told to him by his grandfather with 
whom he lived as a boy. Regarding his burial, he said 
he was hurriedly buried not far from the river and 
later a better grave was made under cover of night by 
two Indians who crossed the river. 

The skeleton was found in a grave about two feet deep 
right alongside the Longwoods road, not fifty yards 
from Tecumseh boulder erected by the people of Thames
ville. Bones of man 5 ft. 10 or 11 in.height - jaws 
& teeth almost perfect. 

----Froman Ontario newspaper clipping. 
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Griffis family tradition: 

During the War of 1812, General William Harrison camped 
on Daniel Van Dolson's farm, the night before the Battle 
of Thamesville, where Chief Tecumseh fell. The military 
cleaned out the farm, and only one chicken was found 
alive, under the barn. 

In his diary, the Reverend William Griffis mentions that 
Tecumseh was killed on his father's farm, meaning without 
doubt, his wife's father's farm. 

It is told by a Coburn in Kentucky that among the soldiers 
encamped in the Dolson orchard at the above stated time, 
were men from Abigail's community in Kentucky, by whom 
she sent word to her people of her well being, and that, 
though it would be impossible to see them again on 
this earth, she would meet them in Heaven. 
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Iva Maude 37 
Jaffrey Herbert 62 
James 2 
James Cornelius Erving 36 46 
James Thomas 37 48 88 
Jane Ann 63 
Jane Ann (Taylor) 5 29 
Jean Olive 56 
Jessie 46 
Joan 58 
Joan (Kristensen) 62 
Josephine ''Josie''(Branum) 50 
Joyce Roberta 44 
Katherine 58 
Katherine {Flanagan) 58 
Kathryn Helen 45 
Kerri Sue 67 
Kirk Joe 63 
Kurt Richard 67 
Laurie Ellen 62 
Laverine 46 
Leona Esther 44 
LilyJ.E. 35 
Louis Henry 37 
Lucinda (Huff) 29 30 
Luella (Biederman) 44 
Maggie 38 
Mamie (Heikili) 46 
Margaret "Maggie" Elitha 

(Aiken) 10 21 89 
Margaret Olive 49 
Marguerite Elitha 40 
Mark Alan 68 
Martha Abigail (Dolsen) 

4 7 14 21 88 89 
Martha Ann "Mat" 6 12 23 
Martha Evelyn (Heiller) 60 
Martha L. 28 
Martha Lucinda 36 



GRIFFIS cont'd 
Mary (Bruning) 46 
Mary Elizabeth (Kelly) 65 
Mary F. Silvernale) 38 
Mary (Graham) 46 
Mary Katherine (Flanagan) 58 
Mary Louise 29 
Mary Lucinda 14 88 89 
Mella (Czajkorski) 48 
Milton Case 25 
Nancy 58 
Nettie E. {Weston) 55 
Nina (Cornett) (Richardson) 54 
Norma Frances 48 
Olive (Bickell) 56 
Olive {Chambers) 49 
Orla 45 
Orville 46 
Orville Alphonso 12 21 24 25 

28 38 
Patricia 58 
Patricia Ann 60 
Paul Brian 68 
Philip 2 97 103 
Robert Fadie 26 28 44 
Robert Herbert 53 61 
Roger Drew 54 62 
Roger Scott 62 
Roma Luella 44 
Ruth Alice 48 
Samuel James Harris 

37 88 
Sarah (Erway) 6 21 
Sherry Ann 67 
Sophia Abigail 13 
Stephen 2 
Stephen Noel 63 
Susan J. 64 
Theresa 58 
Thomas Harris 4 5 
Thomas Henry 45 
Timothy Charles 58 
Todd Allen 62 

6 

29 

20 23 

88 

William Rev. 1 2 4 7 10 14 
88 89 etc. 

William Sr. 1 2 18 40 89 
William Case( 3 ) 4 6 10 11 21 

24 26 88 
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GRIFFIS cont'd 
William Case (5 ) 39 50 
William Clair{ 6 ) 50 59 
William Clair( 7 ) 59 65 
William David 63 
William Lionel 37 88 
William "Willie" Aiken 10 25 
Will James 6 12 23 25 43 

GULLETT Casper B. 20 
Jean Elizabeth 20 
Marion Elizabeth (Ryan) 20 

HAMMER Edward 48 
Edward James 48 
Noreen 48 
Norma Frances (Griffis) 48 

HARDY Irene Natalie 13 
Isaac Newton 13 
Margaret Mary (Marsh) 13 
Martha 13 

HARRIS Content 2 89 
HAYNE Doris {Geldert) 28 

L .H. 28 
HEILLER August Henry 60 

Gretj e M. (Behrens) 60 
HEINE Joyce Roberta (Griffis) 44 

L. Alfred 44 
HEMMINGER John 29 

Kate 29 
HIATT Gloria Jean {Scott) 33 

Tracy 33 
HIGGINS Avis Ruth 35 

Beverly {Smith) 35 
Celia 35 
Christopher Allen 34 
Clayton Leroy 34 
Ethel Lucy (Aucock) 33 
Gerald Allen 33 
Gerald Hubert 33 
Hubert A. 33 34 
Iva May (Graham) 33 34 
Lurton Leroy 35 
Myra (Erb) 34 
Patricia 35 
Russell Jay 34 
Sandy (Dalke) 34 

HOWELL Lillian 10 
Olin 10 



JANNUSCH Eleanor Maurine 
(Griffis) (Sandhoff) (Nix) 

JOHNSON Emma (Nappem) 59 
Martin 59 
W.M. Mr. & Mrs. 15 

47 

18 
47 

47 

51 

JONES Dorothy Ruth 
Elizabeth Jean 47 
Frederick Duncan 
Gilbert Foulkes 
Gladys (Griffis) 
Mary Martha (Ryan) 
Milton F. 47 

(Royce) 15 18 

KELLOGG Harry L. Mr. & Mrs. 18 
KELLY Dewey Mr. & Mrs. 65 
KLAIS Albert A. 13 

Martha (Hardy) 13 
Mildred 13 

KORTAN Brenda L. (Sandhoff) 52 
Connie Leah 52 
Harry 52 
Janny Louise 52 

KOZEL Karen (Bazan) 27 
Keith Earl 27 
Richard Thomas 27 
Thomas Richard 27 

KRISTENSEN Gordon I. 62 
Helen Marie (Benno) 62 

LA FONTAINE Marcella Kay 52 
Maurice M. 51 
Sharon Louise (Sandhoff) 51 

LOUDEN Debby K. (Whitson) 27 
John Lieut. 27 

LUTZ Ethel (Brown) 32 
Helen Laverne 32 
Janet Sue 33 
John Richard 32 
Julie Kay 33 
Kate Elizabeth 33 
Pamela Jean 33 
William C. 32 

MAC GREGOR Anne 20 
William 20 

MACK John W. 13 
Lou E. 14 
Rose Ann (Marsh) 13 
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MALDANER Frank Press 12 24 
Henry 23 
Martha Ann (Griffis) 23 
Maude (Proper) 23 24 

MARSH George Walter 13 
Helen 13 
Henry 13 
Henry Myers 13 
Josephine 13 
Margaret Mary 13 
Matilda (Anderson) 13 
Myers Henry 13 
Richard Leonard 13 
Rose Ann 13 
Sophia Abigail (Griffis) 13 
William Frederick 13 

MATNEY Doris (Geldert) 
(Hayne) 28 

Louis 28 
MCKENZIE Roy M. 44 

Roma Luella (Griffis) 44 
MURPHY Lea Dr. 43 

Nick 43 

NIND Frank 48 
Joan Norma 48 
Ruth Alice (Griffis) 51 
Ruth Margaret 48 

NIX Diane Marie 52 
Eleanor M. (Griffis) 

(Sandhoff) 51 
Jerry 51 
Joan Karen 52 

PALM! Niilo Raymond 67 
Tyne Helen 67 

PEDERSEN Catherine Diane 52 
Christine Dawn 52 
Marcella Kay 52 
Ronald D. 51 
Sharon L. (Sandhoff) 

(LaFontaine) 51 
Susan Marie 52 

PETERS Olive (Chambers) 
(Griffis) 49 

Robert B. 49 
PHILLIPS William 44 



PYATT Horace 19 
Iva Alura (Royce) 19 
Iva Royce 19 

ROYCE Iva Alura 18 19 
James Chamberlain 18 
Mary Martha (Ryan) 18 

RYAN Alice C. (Doland) 15 
Caroline (Studley wid.) 15 
Charlotte (Kellogg) 18 
Courtney Katherine 17 
Dudley 20 
Iva Maud Evangeline 19 
James 14 15 26 
James Paul 17 
Jessie (MacGregor) 20 
Julia Eileen 17 
Marion Elizabeth 20 
Mark William 17 
Mary Ellen (McGurdy) 17 
Mary Lucinda (Griffis) 14 
Mary Martha 14 15 18 
Mary Winchell 15 
Michael Mr. & Mrs. 16 
Richard Sheldon 17 
Robert Dolson 17 18 
Roberta (Ryan) 16 
Samuel Colonel 15 
Samuel Doland 15 
Samuel Gee 16 
Samuel James 15 
Sandra Nancy 16 
Susan (Henderson) 17 

SANDHOFF Alvina 51 
Brenda Leah 52 
Charles 51 
Eleanor M. (Griffis) 51 
Robert F. 51 
Sharon Louise 51 

SCHAAD Barbara 32 
Godfrey 32 

SCHMITZ Doris 56 
Jean Olive (Griffis) 56 
Walter 56 
Werner 56 

SCHWANINGER Alma Kate 
(Graham) 31 32 

Barbara (Schaad) 32 

SCHWANINGER cont'd 
Carol Ann 33 
Dorothy Faye (Wingo) 

(Scott) 33 
Ernest J. 31 
Godfrey 32 
Helen Laverne 32 
Jacquelyn Moreen 33 
Merle Russel 33 
Opal Louise 32 
Ricky Russel 33 

SCOTT Dorothy Faye (Wingo) 33 
Gloria Jean 33 

SIGLER George Hamilton 13 
Irene Natalie (Hardy) 13 

SMILLIE Ruth E. (Holmquist) 41 
Wesley G. 41 

SUNDAY Billy 11 
Millicent (Wood) 11 
William Jr. 11 

THOEN Knudt Leland 41 
Lorna M. (Hoff) 41 

TRACY Burnell 46 
Fred 46 
Jessie (Griffis) 46 
Thelma 46 
Orville 46 

UMSCHLER Mildred C.(Axthelm) 31 
Jan Marie 31 
Morse Jr. 31 

UNGERMAN Gustav Mr. & Mrs. 9 

VAN WEY Ernest Otis 30 
Ethel Irene (Axthelm) 30 

WAISANEN Candace Louise 60 
George Jr. 60 
George Curtis 60 
Holly Ann 60 
James Michael 60 
Patricia Ann (Griffis) 60 
Valerie Jane 60 

WALTER G. William D.D.S. 49 
Margaret Olive (Griffis) 49 

WALTERS Joe 61 
Olley 61 

WELCH Capitola (Griffis) 39 
Elmer James 39 
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WELLS Arthur 8 11 
Barbara (Burnett) 9 
Brian 10 
Carlee 9 
Carlyle 
Carlyle 
Charles 

Griffis 
Griffis 

8 

4 8 15 29 
Jr. 9 

Deborah Lee 10 
Donald Arthur 9 
Donald Arthur Jr. 10 
Donna J. (Lofgren) 8 
George Grancis 7 
George Frederick 5 9 11 

Wolpert 
10 

George Griffis 
George Kenneth 
Grace (Luders) 
Grace (Wolpert) 8 
Helen Elizabeth 8 
James 7 

8 

Jeffrey 10 
Jennifer 10 
John Arthur Francis 
John Bryan 9 
Joyce (Howell) 10 
Kathy 10 
Lauren 8 

8 

8 

Martha Abigail (Wood) 6 7 10 11 
Olga (Ungerman) 9 10 11 
Pamela 10 
Patricia (Burlingame) 8 
Sarah (Dexter) 7 
Susan 9 

Yvonne (Bordegaray) 8 
WHITE Kathryn Helen (Griffis) 45 

W.A. 45 
WHITSON Anne 27 

Barbara 27 
Debby K. 27 
Ellen (Davis) 27 
Florence Debroah (Wyman) 27 
John Thomas 27 
Karen (Bazan) 27 
Karen 27 
Kirsten 27 
Marjorie (Carlson) 27 
Richard Wyman 27 
Ruth Erma (Bridgman) 27 

WHITSON cont'd 
Thomas 27 
Thomas E. 27 
Thomas Merrick 27 
Thomas Richard Kozel 27 

WHITTEMORE Augustus A. 39 
Hannah A. (Stevens) 39 
Jonathan Jr. 39 40 

WINGO Billy Ray 33 
Debra Lyn 33 
Ethel (Moon} 33 
Gillie 33 
Jacquelyn Moreen (Schwan-

inger) 33 
Moreen Ray 33 
Robin Ann 33 
Stephen Lee 33 

WOOD Abigail (Fredericks) 5 
Addison G. 5 
Ann Elizabeth (Griffis) 4 6 7 
Elizabeth ( ___ ) 5 
Elizabeth "Betsy" 5 
Emily Jane 5 
Frederick Edwin 11 
George R. Capt. 4 5 7 14 29 
James G. 5 
Jeremiah S. 5 
Jeremiahs. Jr. 5 
John F. 5 
Marie (Larson) 11 
Martha Abigail "Mat" 6 7 10 11 
Mary Sophia "May" 6 11 12 
Millicent 11 
Nellie (Hibbard) 11 
Peleg 10 
Pelig 5 
William George 'Will'' 10 11 12 
William L. 5 

WRIGHT Craig Edward 32 33 
Edward 32 
Jody Ann 32 
Laura Estella (Clay) 32 
Opal Louise (Schwaninger) 32 
Robert R. 32 

WYMAN Alfred Culbert 26 
Eliza Ann (Griffis) 26 
Florence Deborah 27 
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