
Letter to the congregation, March 2021 

Dear Beloved Members of Christ Episcopal Church, 

It’s been quite a week. First, Drew Brees announced his retirement and then we received news of 

Father Bill’s move. While we are happy for Bill and Sandy and excited for their call to minister 

in Round Top, Texas, we will miss both of them greatly. After a year of stress and isolation, we 

recognize that another change may feel challenging. 

We, the Vestry, want you to know that we have faith that we will get through this time. We have 

a strong congregation, competent lay leadership and our Diocese will be with us every step of the 

way. Our Episcopal tradition will carry us forward and serve as an anchor in the coming waves 

while we enter this time of discernment and transition. We are grateful for the gifts of our clergy, 

and yet we are reminded once again that the church is much more than a building or a priest. We 

have seen many transitions in Christ Episcopal Church’s 175-year history, and the path forward 

is clear. We have faith in God to lead us through this time, and as resurrection people we know 

that God always refreshes and renews. God always knows where we are heading and He is 

always leading us somewhere good. 

The vestry has met with Canon Shannon Manning of the Bishop’s office to discuss what happens 

next. She assured us that Mother Morgan will stay with us. Canon Manning is already diligently 

searching for an interim rector who will help our parish heal and continue the work of the 

church. The Interim Rector will be with our parish for at least a year, giving us a chance to catch 

our breath and use this opportunity to consider how we as a congregation want our church to 

grow and develop before searching for a new Rector. We will continue to communicate with you 

the developments as we move forward. 

We are deeply grateful for the gifts Father Bill has shared with our church and the work we have 

done together. He will have an enduring legacy at Christ Episcopal Church. Plans are underway 

to celebrate Father Bill and send him and Sandy off with a fond farewell in a way that reflects his 

spirit: with stories and songs. We will be in touch with more details soon. 

Please pray with us for God to guide our church through this season of transition and 

discernment and as always, please remember that we as your vestry are available if you have 

questions, ideas or concerns. 

Yours in Christ, 

The Vestry of Christ Episcopal Church Covington 

 


