
Looking Forward! 
 

The spring of our 175th year has been quite a season for our church, with Fr. Bill’s departure, 

changes in vestry, and the slow return from pandemic isolation to semblances of normal in a 

hopefully post-pandemic world.  

 

This summer of transition is rich in possibility and hope as we renew, re-evaluate, and revive 

our programs and offerings. Here is an overview of what we are working on and ways you can 

become a part of the rebirth. Please consider what is most important to you in our life 

together, and put your time, talent, and treasure toward it so that you can help maintain and 

strengthen what feeds you and sustains others.  

 

The recent lifting of many of the previous Covid restrictions allows us to worship together in 

ways we have missed, singing together, passing the peace, and releasing the masks if we’re 

vaccinated. We have several services, each with its own character to serve different worship 

styles—7:30 am chapel service, 9am traditional worship service, and an 11:30 contemporary 

service. With the return to in person services, we are in need of greeters, ushers, eucharistic 

ministers, and lectors. These are easy but important roles, and involvement in any one of them 

can bring a sense of connection with our community and a deepening of the worship 

experience. Please call the church office for more information or stop by the Connect Table, 

which is emerging again as a hub for information about our ministries and offerings. 

 

In addition to worship offerings, we are excited about several other areas of ministry in the 

works: 

• Christ Episcopal Enrichment Program (CEEP) will be underway shortly, providing a 

summer experience including educational support and enrichment lessons and activities 

to at-risk children in grades 3-6. We will hear about the program and celebrate these 

campers and their families on Sunday, June 27th at the 11:30 service with a brunch in 

Holzhalb Hall beforehand! 

• Vacation Bible School will be a fun-filled time for our children in July.  

• Faith Formation Committee, led by Morgan MacIntire is entering into study and 

discussion about our Christian Formation program, with the goal of solidifying a plan for 

a revitalized in-person Sunday Formation in the Fall with virtual/online offerings to 

complement the program. 

• Mission Commission, focusing on expanding outreach opportunities at our church, is 

adopting a “Community Partner” model of outreach, with the goal of creating a solid 

structure for outreach that will engage our members in service and fellowship 

consistently year-round.  

• 175th Anniversary Celebration Committee is hard at work planning the events that will 

help us celebrate our church’s 175th anniversary this Fall, including a Gala Cocktail Party, 

a congregation-wide day of service, and Celebration Reception. 

• Another LPA (Lay Pastoral Assistants) training is preparing church members to act as 

extensions of the clergy’s pastoral ministry, serving as Eucharistic Visitors to people who 



cannot attend church, and coordinating with the Caring Ministry, which provides 

transportation, meals, cards, and other caring support. Both LPAs and the Caring 

Ministry volunteers are truly acting as the hands and feet of Christ in our midst. 

• Christmas In July (July 25) will be a joyful celebration, and  

• The CEC Ministry Fair on August 22 will provide a wide array of opportunities to get 

involved, serve and be spiritually fed.  

 

In the meantime, the Vestry continues to work with Canon Shannon Duckworth to find an 

interim rector. As of this writing, we do not have news to report regarding an interim 

candidate, but we are not letting this hold us back from planning, visioning, and listening to 

God’s call to serve. The vestry, clergy, and staff will gather in retreat in July to strengthen our 

bonds of teamwork and create goals for maintaining the vitality and strength of our church so 

that our next 175 years continue to be a generous overflowing of Christ’s love in our 

community. 

 

Please join us in our hope and commitment to our cherished Christ Episcopal Church. 

Remember that we are the church, and we are all responsible for making it the way we want it 

to be. Ultimately, what our church looks like a year from now, five years from now, 175 years 

from now, will be a result of where we put our time and energy. The often cited “Be the change 

you want to see in the world” applies, now and always. Thank you for your dedication to CEC! 

 

 

 

 

 


