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The interdiction and criminal prosecution of a subject who arguably posed a risk of
terrorism is studied through the lens of the Terrorist Radicalization Assessment Protocol
(TRAP-18). Christopher Hasson, an active member of the U.S. Coast Guard, was arrested
and prosecuted in light of his extremist activities and was found guilty on multiple federal
drug and gun charges in 2019. He expressed strong white supremacist, neo-Nazi, and
other far-right ideology in his writings and online research, admired infamous mass
murderers, created a list of potential targets, and accumulated weapons while suffering
from an opioid use disorder. An estimate of actual risk can be determined through an
open-source intelligence analysis of his pre-arrest proximal warning behaviors and distal
characteristics when compared to other samples of lone actor terrorists. We coded Mr.
Hasson for 5 of 8 proximal warning behaviors and 7 of 10 distal characteristics on the
TRAP-18, many of which are the most commonly present indicators in successful
attackers across North America and Europe. A formulation of the case is then dependent
on the individualizing of risk through a determination of the relevance and weight of the
indicators in any one case. Such a formulation, guided by questions following the coding
of the case, helps determine both the tactics and long-term strategy for management. The
preventive nature of this case provides an opportunity to test the ecological validity of the
TRAP-18 for use by counterterrorism professionals who must make such interdiction
judgments—both their timing and nature—in every case they encounter.

Public Significance Statement
The TRAP-18, a threat assessment tool, was applied to a case where a potential
domestic terrorist was interdicted before he was able to commit an attack. Applying
the TRAP-18 in a situation where it is unknown whether an attack would or would not
have occurred provides further evidence of the tool’s validity and its usefulness in
assessing people of concern.
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In the United States, a large subset of ideologi-
cally motivated violence stems from far-right
extremism (Capellan, 2015). Domestic right-
wing terrorists have committed over 500 attacks
since 1970 (Piazza, 2017), and right-wing extre-
mists were responsible for 76% of domestic
extremist-related murders from 2010 to 2019
(Anti-Defamation, 2020). The Center for Strate-
gic and International Studies reports that 67% of
domestic terror attacks and plots between January
1 and August 31, 2020, were committed by
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far-right extremists (Jones et al., 2020). Since
2014, far-right attacks have increased by 250%,
and deaths have increased by 709% (Institute for
Economics and Peace, 2020).
This national problem is ever on the rise, and as

political division grows in the United States, so
does the presence of hate groups, with over 800
hate groups being tracked in the United States in
2020 (Southern Poverty Law Center, 2020).
Adamczyk et al. (2014) suggest that the mere
presence of hate groups strongly correlates with
far-right ideological violence.
A specific subset of right-wing terrorism man-

ifests in lone actor attacks where an ideologically
motivated far-right extremist does not have a
formal attachment to a specific group or organi-
zation. These loners are more likely to perpetrate
an attack (Office of the Director of National
Intelligence, 2021), and are typically more suc-
cessful than far-right groups or cells in carrying
out an attack (Klein et al., 2016). Lone actor
terrorism poses a serious and complex threat in
the United States, with many offenders combin-
ing their personal grievances with broader politi-
cal or social beliefs to create their own ideologies.
Although far-right extremism often covers a

large spectrum of political and social beliefs,
certain overarching themes appear more than
others in the ideologies of those who commit
attacks. Far-right terrorists are predominantly
white and male (Gruenewald & Pridemore,
2012), and many ascribe to white supremacist
or neo-Nazi ideology, often displaying outrage at
the increased societal emphasis on diversity and
inclusion of women, people of color, and reli-
gious minorities (Piazza, 2017). This anger at
societal changes reflects a common far-right
desire to return to an idealized past when minori-
ties and “newcomers” in society did not pose as
much of a perceived threat (Quek, 2019), a time
when white, cisgender, heterosexual men were
fully dominant in the United States, which many
white supremacists conceptualize as a “white
nation.”A common idea within the white nation-
alist/supremacist movement is the white home-
land, the necessity for a geographical location
where the white race can thrive without being
polluted by non-Aryan races (Perliger, 2020;
Perry & Blazak, 2010). Over the past few years,
American white nationalists have become more
open about their beliefs and desires within the
movement and for the country, with events
such as the 2017 “Unite the Right” rally at the

University of Virginia demonstrating the size of
the movement as well as their honest beliefs
(Atkinson, 2018). In addition, many right-wing
groups subscribe to the racist ideology of Christian
Identity,which teaches that Europeanwhites can be
traced back to Adam and Eve, while Jews are the
Satanic offspring of Eve and the serpent, and non-
whites are “mud people” (Christian Identity, n.d.;
Miller-Idriss, 2020; Perliger, 2020).
Within the far-right movement, white nation-

alism often goes hand in hand with the religious
right and so-called Christian nationalism, with
many members of this community subscribing to
the belief that the United States should be a
wholly Christian nation. With the increased con-
vergence of religious and national identities for
many in the United States, Christian nationalists
are less tolerant toward out-groups, more protec-
tive of in-group boundaries, and thus more likely
to profess explicit and implicit racist and xeno-
phobic views (Davis, 2018a, 2018b; Hall et al.,
2010;McDaniel et al., 2011; Perry &Whitehead,
2015; Perry et al., 2018). Christian religious
radicalism remains a strong ideology within
right-wing extremism and has been responsible
for multiple terror attacks (Perliger, 2020; Piazza,
2017). The signs and symbols ofChristian nation-
alism were also prominent during the Capitol
siege on January 6, 2021.
Another common far-right trope is strong anti-

government sentiment.Many adherents revile the
idea of a big government and consider the current
U.S. political system tyrannical, corrupt, and
uncaring about individual citizens’ rights and
liberties (Piazza, 2017). Often, far-right extre-
mists also believe that the government is collud-
ing with minorities or other groups they hate to
oppress the white population, whereas others
think the government is not interpreting the Con-
stitution as literally as it should be (Holt et al.,
2020). A study by Parkin et al. (2015) analyzed
141 homicides perpetrated by far-right extremists
killed in the United States between 1990 and
2007. Out of that number, 26 victims were tar-
geted because they worked for law enforcement
or the government, or the perpetrator saw them as
representing the government. Antigovernment
victims made up the third most targeted group,
behind racial/ethnic minorities and minorities
targeted for a social status unrelated to race or
ethnicity, such as sexuality or gender identity.
While most victims of antiminority or racist
violence are individuals of those social groups
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themselves, antigovernment victims are typically
representatives or proxies of the government the
perpetrator hates (Sweeney & Perliger, 2018).
Amidst these ideological frameworks, often-

times a fluid and confusing blend of belief systems
that are cherry picked for words and phrases that
justify violence, there will, on occasion, emerge an
individual who endorses violence, intends to be
violent, and mobilizes for violence. This is the
signal within the noise that can be most difficult
to detect by those tasked with threat assessment
and threat management. Most individuals who
endorse extremist beliefs will not be violent, even
if theyare sympathetic toward thosewhoareviolent.
Such need has prompted the development of a

few risk assessment instruments, and among the
several terrorist risk instruments available is the
Terrorist Radicalization Assessment Protocol
(TRAP-18; Meloy, 2017) developed by the sec-
ond author. The TRAP-18 is composed of eigh-
teen indicators: eight proximalwarning behaviors
and ten distal characteristics (Meloy, 2017). The
theoretical model underlying the TRAP-18 is that
the distal characteristics will precede the proxi-
malwarning behaviors inmost cases, and help the
assessor prioritize which cases warrant the most
urgent response from a riskmanagement perspec-
tive. Research has demonstrated support for this
model through time sequence analysis (Meloy
et al., 2021) and multidimensional scaling analy-
sis (Goodwill&Meloy, 2019); and other research
has supported the interrater reliability (Böckler
et al., 2020; Meloy, Roshdi, et al., 2015), dis-
criminant validity (Challacombe & Lucas, 2019;
Meloy & Gill, 2016; Meloy et al., 2019), and
predictive validity (Böckler et al., 2020;
Challacombe & Lucas, 2019) of the TRAP-18
among terrorists, regardless of their ideology.
In addition to group studies, there have been a

number of postattack case studies performed to
test the ecological validity of the TRAP-18
(Böckler et al., 2016, 2017; Erlandsson & Reid
Meloy, 2018; Meloy et al., 2015; Meloy &
Genzman, 2016). However, such studies are ret-
rospective, and do not provide any data on the
ecological validity of the TRAP-18 prior to a
possible attack wherein evidence was sufficient
to justify, at least in theminds of law enforcement,
an interdiction and prosecution. The case of
United States v. Christopher Paul Hasson pro-
vided us an opportunity to do such a case study.
In this particular case, federal law enforcement
interdicted the perpetrator before he committed a

terrorist attack, and he was subsequently prose-
cuted by theU.S.Department of Justice for a series
of offenses. He was convicted of four federal
charges: unlawful possession of unregistered si-
lencers, unlawful possession of firearm silencers
unidentified by serial number, possession of fire-
arms by an addict to and unlawful user of a
controlled substance, and possession of a con-
trolled substance (United States of America v.
Christopher Paul Hasson, 2020d, p. 3). Mr. Has-
son has been in federal custody since his arrest on
February 15, 2019. Without rendering an aca-
demic opinion on the guilt or innocence of Mr.
Hasson, we decided to conduct an analysis of the
facts of the case through the lens of the TRAP-18
prior to any violence. Our purpose was to see the
degree to which Mr. Hasson’s behavior matched
or did not match the findings among other terrorist
attackerswho have been studied retrospectively—
both individually and in groups—and to judge
whether the fact pattern in this case was sufficient
to render an opinion of risk for a terrorist attack.

Method

This case study examines the events in the
years prior to Christopher Paul Hasson’s arrest
on February 15, 2019,which led law enforcement
and prosecutors to believe he was planning a
domestic terrorism attack. The data come from
an extensive qualitative analysis of primary
sources: the investigation and court files. The
primary documents used include the Govern-
ment’s Memorandum in Aid of Sentencing pre-
pared by the prosecution; theDefense Sentencing
Memo;Exhibit 19:Report by theUSCoastGuard
Insider Threat Program which contains all of Mr.
Hasson’s online extremist activity; and the tran-
script of proceedings fromhis sentencing hearing.
As we coded the material, we focused predom-

inantly on Mr. Hasson’s internet research, his
writings, and his communication with others in
his social circle. Mr. Hasson’s known activity
until his arrest was analyzed through the lens of
the Terrorist Radicalization Assessment Proto-
col-18 (TRAP-18; Meloy, 2017) to determine if
his actions corresponded to the proximal warning
behaviors and distal characteristics. An action(s)
was judged to correspond with a TRAP-18 indi-
cator if both authorswere reasonably certain of its
fit with the definition of the indicator as outlined
in the TRAP-18 Manual (Meloy, 2017). The
TRAP-18 indicators were used as a categorizing
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system to sort and classify data points while
reading through each primary document. Both
coders, the authors of this study, consulted exten-
sively with each other to determine whether an
indicator was present or absent. Most of the
activity discussed here takes place from 2017
to Mr. Hasson’s arrest in 2019. All of the infor-
mation in this case study can be found in the
public domain. There was no need for IRB
approval since this study was archival in nature,
and there was no financial support provided to
either authors for their completion of this study.
Dr. Meloy does receive income for the licensing
and distribution of the TRAP-18 from Multi-
health Systems (mhs.com).

Results

Proximal Warning Behaviors

Pathway

Pathway warning behavior is research, plan-
ning, preparation, or implementation of an
attack (Meloy, 2017). These are the later stage
markers on the pathway to violence (Calhoun &
Weston, 2003).
In June 2017, Mr. Hasson wrote in an email

draft a short manifesto detailing his beliefs and
ideas for an attack, stating that he is “dreaming of
a way to kill almost every last person on the
earth.”He listed ideas such as a biological attack,
an attack on the food supply, a bomber/sniper
campaign, and enlisting the help of another coun-
try. He then stated that he plans to buy a van and
land, come off tramadol (a synthetic opioid to
which he was addicted), stockpile five locations
with food and gear, learn basic chemistry, and
learn about tactics used in the Ukrainian Civil
War. Mr. Hasson wrote that he has to “take a
serious look at appropriate individual targets, to
bring greatest impact. Professors, DR’s [sic],
Politian’s [sic], Judges, leftists in general”
(United States of America v. Christopher Paul
Hasson, 2020a, p. 9).
On June 7, 2017, Mr. Hasson emailed from his

personal email address to his Coast Guard email
address multiple documents, including “Home
Workshop Explosives by Uncle Fester,” “The
Anarchist CookbookVersion 2000,” “Emailing
Anon—How to Make Semtex,” and “The Ter-
rorist’s Handbook” (United States of America
v. Christopher Paul Hasson, 2020c, p. 11).

In late 2017 and early 2018, Mr. Hasson took
an interest in rifles, scopes, and optics, including
reading extensive literature online on operating
sniper rifles, emailing himself pictures of assault
rifles, performing a Google search for a “sniper
data book,” and conducting extensive research on
distance shooting (USv.Hasson,GovSentencing
Memo, p. 13).OnDecember 6, 2017,Mr.Hasson
registered for an online sniper and sharpshooter
forum, and in late December he purchased multi-
ple rifle scopes and a sniper rifle (US v. Hasson,
Gov Sentencing Memo, p. 12). In January and
February 2018, Mr. Hasson continued conduct-
ing his research on sniper rifles, and logged
multiple searches on the topics of subsonic (quiet)
ammunition for a specific rifle, ways to paint a
rifle with a camouflage pattern, and a ballistics
calculator and other data collection (US v. Has-
son, Gov Sentencing Memo, pp. 16–18).
In February 2018, Mr. Hasson performed the

following searches: “where do senators live in
dc,” “do senators have ss protection,” “are
supreme court justices protected” (US v. Hasson,
Exhibit 19, p. 52), “how do senators get around
D.C.” and “how do senators and congressmen get
around D.C. private subway.” He also attempted
to find out where Justices Kagan and Sotomayor
lived (Transcript of Proceedings, p. 233). Late
that year in December, Mr. Hasson looked up
“Joe Scarborough” (the host of a morning show
on cable channel Microsoft/National Broadcast-
ing Company; MSNBC) after seeing news about
Scarborough disparaging the President. Mr. Has-
son then searched “where is morning joe filmed”
and soon found an article about Scarborough’s
former home, put the address into Google Maps,
and scrolled in and out on the location for about
30 s (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo, pp.
19–20). On January 17, 2019, drawing from
Anders Breivik’s manifesto and definition of
“Category A” traitors, Mr. Hasson created a
spreadsheet listing Democratic leaders and
media personalities, including but not limited
to: “JOEY” (most likely Joe Scarborough”),
“Chris hayes,” “Sen blumen jew” (presumably
Senator Richard Blumenthal), “pelosi,” “sen
kaine,” “shumer” (presumably Senator Chuck
Schumer), “don lemon,” “poca warren” (pre-
sumably Senator Elizabeth Warren), “cortez”
(presumably Representative Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez), “harris” (presumably then-Senator
Kamala Harris), “beto orourke,” “iihan omar
[sic],” and more. On the same day, Mr. Hasson
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searched “what if trump illegally impeached,”
“best place in dc to see congress people,” “where
in dc to [sic] congress live,” and “civil war if
trump impeached” (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentenc-
ing Memo, pp. 21–22).
Lastly, on January 3, 2019, Mr. Hasson

searched for “steroids” within the Breivik mani-
festo and read a section where Breivik recom-
mended taking steroids in the weeks prior to an
attack in order to enhance stamina (US v. Hasson,
GovSentencingMemo, p. 23). In February 2019,
when agents searched Mr. Hasson’s home, they
found over 30 bottles labeled HGH, five vials of
testosterone, and mestanolone (a steroid) in pill
andpowder form.However,Mr.Hassonhadbeen
taking testosterone or other steroids for years,
starting as early as 2016 when he purchased
testosterone online (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentenc-
ing Memo, p. 24).
In late January 2019, Mr. Hasson focused on a

section of the Breivik manifesto regarding the
Knights Templar and a ritual to transform into a
“Justiciar Knight.”Mr. Hasson proceeded to read
about what a Justiciar Knight must do before
“taking up armed struggle,” spending time on
sections that discussed how best to execute an
attack, avoid suspicion from relatives and friends,
avoid ending up on watch lists, and equipment
needed (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19, pp. 101–105).

Fixation

Fixation warning behavior indicates an
increasingly pathological preoccupation with a
person or a cause, accompanied by a deterioration
in social and/or occupational life (Meloy, 2017).
While Mr. Hasson likely was a “skinhead” and

white supremacist since youth (US v. Hasson,
Gov Sentencing Memo, pp. 5–6), his fixation on
white supremacy and other attackers became
clear in 2017. On March 16, 2017, he read and
emailed himself the manifesto of Anders Breivik
(US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo, p. 10), a
right-wing extremist who committed the July
2011 Norway attacks. In the subsequent years,
Mr.Hasson performed countlessGoogle searches
regarding white supremacy, with queries such as
“white homeland,” “when are whites going to
wake up,” “please god let there be a race war,”
“best n***** killing gun” (US v. Hasson, Gov
Sentencing Memo, p. 7), “how can white people
rise against the jews,” and “how to rid the us [sic]
of jews” (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo,

p. 19), all made from his work computer at the
United States Coast Guard (US v. Hasson, Gov
Sentencing Memo, p. 19). He spent dozens if not
hundreds of on-duty hours using his work com-
puter to conduct searches and read content revolv-
ing around his beliefs, spending at least some time
almost every day. Mr. Hasson also frequently
used his U.S. Coast Guard email address to send
himself white supremacist and right-wing
terrorism-related content, including an email con-
taining a letter he wrote to Harold Covington, a
neo-Nazi leader, in September 2017 (US v. Has-
son, Gov Sentencing Memo, p. 3).
At this time, Mr. Hasson had recently moved

away from his home and wife in North Carolina,
and was living alone in Maryland, working a desk
job at the Coast Guard Headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C. (United States of America v. Christopher
Paul Hasson, 2020b, p. 10). He had few friends
and connections (US v. Hasson, Defense Sen-
tencing Memo, p. 11), and it is likely that his
tramadol addiction—a synthetic opiate pain
reliever—and fixation on white supremacy,
neo-Nazism, and terrorists precluded him from
developing a healthy social life in his new job and
place of living. Although his work did not report-
edly deteriorate or decline in quality, he spent
hours during the workday using official Coast
Guard accounts to perform his personal research.

Identification

Identification warning behavior indicates a psy-
chological desire to be a pseudo-commando, have
a warrior mentality, closely associate with weap-
ons or other military or law enforcement parapher-
nalia, identify with previous attackers or assassins,
or identify oneself as an agent to advance a partic-
ular cause or belief system (Meloy, 2017).
In September 2017, in his letter to Harold

Covington that he emailed to himself,Mr.Hasson
stated: “I am a long time White Nationalist,
having been a skinhead 30 plus years ago before
my time in the military.” In the same letter, he
wrote that he supports the idea of a white home-
land, wants to help “red pill” others, and believes
in “a little focused violence” to advance the cause
(US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19, pp. 22–23). In another
email to an unknown person, he discussed meet-
ing people interested in Ásatrú, a religion whose
symbols and other aspects have been co-opted by
white nationalists, and used “14 words” (a well-
known white supremacist statement: “We must
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secure the existence of our people and a future for
white children”) as his signature (US v. Hasson,
Gov Sentencing Memo, p. 5). Mr. Hasson also
performed countless Google searches and read
copious online literature discussing white
supremacy and neo-Nazism. Lastly, when agents
searched his home after his arrest, they found
multiple Confederate flags hanging in his home
(US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo, p. 7).
For over a decade, Mr. Hasson stockpiled

weapons, spending thousands of dollars on
guns, ammunition, silencers, and other parapher-
nalia (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo,
p. 11). He lied on three occasions in 2017 on
federal ATF forms to acquire weapons at gun
shows, claiming that he lived in Virginia rather
than Maryland (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing
Memo, p. 32). Mr. Hasson further purchased
parts to assemble illegal silencers in 2017 (US
v. Hasson, Gov SentencingMemo, p. 39). Due to
his tramadol addiction, he could not legally own
firearms at this time; however after his arrest, 15
guns were recovered from his home (US v.
Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo, p. 38). Mr.
Hasson’s identification with weapons is also
documented in his many searches and online
activity surrounding sniper rifles and their usage
(US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo, p. 19).
At the same time as his growing interest in

white supremacy, Mr. Hasson also found an
interest in right-wing terrorists, often reading
the Breivik manifesto, as well as the manifestos
of Unabomber Ted Kaczynski and Eric
Rudolph—two lone actor terrorists who engaged
in serial bomb attacks during the late twentieth
century (see for example, US v. Hasson, Exhibit
19, p. 7). Mr. Hasson also read the Elliot Rodger
manifesto and that of the Virginia tech shooter
(Transcript of Proceedings, pp. 120–121). He
frequently reread sections of all the manifestos
and even took their advice, for example, acquir-
ing steroids and HGH like Breivik recommended
(US v. Hasson, Gov SentencingMemo, p. 23). In
a March 2018 text conversation with a family
member, Mr. Hasson lauded Eric Rudolph for his
attack compared to a recent shooter they were
discussing, saying that Rudolph “was smart” to
bring supplies and that “his book has a lot of good
pointers” (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing
Memo, p. 26).
Mr. Hasson’s interest in right-wing terrorism

was also visible in his many queries about terror-
ist and nationalist organizations in other

countries. In late 2017, he researched the Syrian
Social Nationalist Party, performing searches
such as “how to support hamas,” “how to support
syrian government,” and “how to travel to Syria
to support syrian government” (US v. Hasson,
Exhibit 19, p. 34). He also searched for “current
islamic terrorist groups,” “iranian embassy dc,”
and “hezbollah” (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19,
p. 32). Furthermore, he researched the IRA
and living in Ireland with searches such as
“gun ownership in ireland,” “cost of living in
rural ireland,” and “cheap flights ireland” (US v.
Hasson, Exhibit 19, p. 35). His desire to support
these countries’ terrorist organizations, to the
point of traveling or moving to these countries,
demonstrates his intense desire to partake in
some kind of fighting and military action as a
soldier for the cause.

Novel Aggression

Novel aggression warning behavior is an act of
violence that seems unrelated to any targeted
violence pathway and is committed for the first
time (Meloy, 2017). It is typically done to test
one’s ability to actually be violent.
There is no evidence of novel aggression inMr.

Hasson’s case.

Energy Burst

Energy burstwarning behavior is an increase in
the frequency or variety of any noted activities
related to the target, even if the activities them-
selves are relatively innocuous, usually in the
weeks, days, or hours before the attack
(Meloy, 2017).
In January and February 2019, Mr. Hasson’s

Google searches and other online activity
increased in frequency and duration (US v.
Hasson, Exhibit 19, pp. 84–120). In January,
he searched for and read a section in the Breivik
manifesto that discussed taking testosterone,
potential “‘aggressiveness’ pills,” and/or steroids
for “select military operations,” all of which
“would turn you into a superhuman one-man-
army for 2 hours!” (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing
Memo, pp. 23). When Mr. Hasson was arrested in
mid-February, agents found both human growth
hormone and steroids in his possession (US v.
Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo, pp. 23–24).
Also in January 2019, Mr. Hasson created his
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spreadsheet list of targets, discussed further in the
“Pathway” section above.
While there is not an overwhelming amount of

data to support the coding of “EnergyBurst” as an
indicator, Mr. Hasson’s actions as described
above adhere to the definition of this proximal
warning behavior,which iswhy the authors chose
to code it as present. However, more confirming
data and further investigation would be needed
for absolute certainty of the presence of “Energy
Burst” in Mr. Hasson’s pre-arrest behavior.

Leakage

Leakage warning behavior is the communica-
tion to a third party of an intent to do harm to a
target through an attack (Meloy, 2017).
In an August 2017 conversation with a

coworker,Mr. Hasson referenced the recent vehi-
cle attack in Charlottesville, VA by a neo-Nazi,
saying “I feel like that guy at the rally, I would
love to just run over people up here” (US v.
Hasson, Exhibit 19, p. 17). Also, in September
2018, in a text message to a relative, he said he
wanted to join them in fighting overseas with
other white nationalists. The relative mentioned
that he met an American who had fought in
Ukraine and is a part of a group that “go to foreign
countries to assist nationalists in war.” Mr. Has-
son and his relative then discussed the different
countries this person had mentioned and the
logistics of this organization, and Mr. Hasson’s
responses showed he was interested in the possi-
bility andwanted to talk to this newperson aswell
(US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo, pp.
28–30).

Last Resort

Last resort warning behavior is evidence of a
“violent action imperative” and/or “time imper-
ative;” it is often a signal of desperation or
distress (Meloy, 2017; Mohandie & Duffy,
1999). It is often the result of a triggering event,
or one that is anticipated, that involves a loss in
love or work.
On February 11, 2019,Mr. Hassonmessaged a

coworker to ask about job openings in other areas:
“I am done time for me to check out looking for
something in the next 6 months” (US v. Hasson,
Exhibit 19, p. 117). It is not clear exactlywhyMr.
Hasson was looking for a new job or not inter-
ested in living in the D.C. area anymore. He had

been at the Coast Guard headquarters since 2016
and had reconciled with his wife in 2017 (US v.
Hasson, Defense Sentencing Memo, p. 11). His
comment “I am done” and statement that he is
looking for something new in the next 6 months
are not clearly indicative of anything in particular,
but in the context of his increased Google
searches, reading of Breivik’s manifesto, and
acquisition ofHGH, his statements could indicate
a desire to leave his job because he doesn’t want
them finding out about his beliefs or desire to
commit an attack. Either way, it is unclear exactly
what Mr. Hasson may have meant, whether he
actually tried to find a new job, or whether that
correlates with his other actions of preparing for
an attack. Because this indicator appears to be
quite ambiguous, we chose not to code it.

Directly Communicated Threat

Directlycommunicated threatwarningbehavior
is the communication of a direct threat to the target
or law enforcement beforehand (Meloy, 2017).
There is no evidence of a directly communi-

cated threat in Mr. Hasson’s case.

Distal Characteristics

Personal Grievance and Moral Outrage

Personal grievance and moral outrage joins
both personal life experience and particular his-
torical, religious, or political events. The personal
grievance is often defined by a major loss in love
or work, feelings of anger and humiliation, and
the blaming of others.Moral outrage is typically a
vicarious identification with a group which has
suffered (Meloy, 2017), even though the lone-
actor terrorist has usually not experienced the
same suffering, if any at all.
Mr. Hasson demonstrated his anger toward a

decision his daughter made to marry a Black man
in a series of text messages to another relative in
July 2018. He wrote: “I dont [sic] give a fuck
aboutwhat [redacted] does, shes [sic]married and
guarentee [sic] pregnant,” “Her “husband” is
going oversees and she will get bored and cheat
on him just for drama,” “Waste of a human,” and
“She is typical western woman you were right all
along” (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo,
p. 27). Mr. Hasson’s use of quotes around the
word “husband” points to his feelings that this
union is illegitimate or not real in some way.
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Mr.Hasson calling his daughter a “typical western
woman” in a derogatory fashion draws on his
many other tirades against “western” culture that
he considers too Marxist, socialist, and not in line
withhis conservative,white supremacistbeliefs. In
his 2017 manifesto, Mr. Hasson had previously
written, “I have not properly raised my daughter I
will have to reach out to her to see if I can reverse
some of the damage done to her” (US v. Hasson,
Exhibit 19, p. 8). Mr. Hasson’s defense team
argued that Mr. Hasson “went through a rocky
period with his daughter, Maura, after she posted
pictures of her wedding on Facebook without
telling the family she was getting married”
(US v. Hasson, Defense Sentencing Memo,
p. 11). It is not clear whether Mr. Hasson’s
anger was directed at his daughter’s decision to
marry without telling the family or at the race of
her husband, but his daughter married around
2016 (Transcript of Proceedings, pp. 75–76),
and he made the comments about her being a
“waste of a human” and not caring what she
does in July of 2018.
Mr. Hasson’s moral outrage at liberal demo-

cratic society ismore apparent in hismanyGoogle
searches and his own writing on this topic. In his
manifesto from 2017, he wrote, “Liberalist/glob-
alist ideology is destroying traditional peoples esp
white” and “I don’t know if there truly is a
“conspiracy” of ((((People)))) out to destroy me
andmine, but there is an attack none the less [sic]”
(US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19, pp. 8–9). Triple paren-
theses, also known as triple brackets or (((echo))),
is an anti-Semitic symbol used to identify Jews
(Echo., n.d.), although here Mr. Hasson uses 4. In
his later attempted communication with neo-nazi
Harold Covington, Mr. Hasson wrote, “the gov-
ernment has expertly infiltrated and destroyed
from within most if not all Pro White organiza-
tions : : : We need a white homeland as Europe
seems lost. How long we can hold out there and
prevent the n*****ization of theNorthwest until
whiteswake up on their ownor are forciblymade
tomake a decisionwhether to roll over and die or
to stand up remains to be seen.” In the same
document, he then says that young people, “need
aHomeland to fight for as America has turned its
back on them” (US v.Hasson, Exhibit 19, p. 23).

Framed by an Ideology

Framed by an ideology is the presence of a
belief system which justifies the terrorist’s intent

to act (Meloy, 2017). It can be a religious belief
system, a political philosophy, a secular commit-
ment, a one-issue conflict, or an idiosyncratic
justification.
Christopher Hasson’s nascent ideology seems

to have originated early in his life. In his unsent
letter to neo-Nazi Harold Covington, Mr. Hasson
stated, “I am a long time White Nationalist,
having been a skinhead 30 plus years ago before
my time in the military” (US v. Hasson, Exhibit
19, p. 22). An incident in 1995 further confirms
Mr. Hasson’s long history of white supremacist
belief—on February 11, 1995, Mr. Hasson
watchedwhile his friend, amanwearing swastika
patches on his jacket, attempted to shoot and then
proceeded to beat a man with his gun. The victim
later identified both Mr. Hasson and the friend as
“skinheads” (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing
Memo, pp. 5–6). Mr. Hasson had a long history
of white nationalist belief and even went so far as
to get a swastika tattoo as a young adult (Tran-
script of Proceedings, p. 59).
From 2017 onwards, Mr. Hasson’s online

activity further details his thought processes
and belief system. His many searches on the
topics of race and racism include 2017 searches
such as “white homeland,” “please god let there
be a race war,” “how to rid the us of jews,” and
his 2018 search for “best n***** killing gun”
(US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo, p. 7, 19).
In 2017, Mr. Hasson also browsed a lot of pro-
Russian and neo-Fascist content on the internet
(US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19, p. 13), and onmultiple
occasions searched for terms related to Russian
immigration (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19, p. 18). In
September 2017, Mr. Hasson proceeded to first
perform many searches for “Covington” and then
accessed many of Covington’s ebooks as well as
ebooks by other neo-Nazis (US v.Hasson, Exhibit
19, p. 18). Throughout the month, he continued
researching Harold Covington and “northwest
migration,” searched on Amazon for books on
“white power,” researched right-wing terrorism
and FEAR (a terrorist group) on Wikipedia, and
performed a search for “different racial character-
istics of humans” (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19, pp.
19–21). Toward the end of the month, he searched
in Reddit for “Christian identity” and looked
through many sites about Christian identity and
white supremacist extremist content (USv.Hasson,
Exhibit 19, p. 21). In October 2017, Mr. Hasson
performed internet searches for the terms “cross
dressers [sic] in coast guard” and “transgender in
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coast guard 2016” (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19,
p. 24). Throughout the last few months of 2017,
Mr. Hasson continued conducting hundreds of
searches and accessing hundreds of websites on
the topic of Christian Identity extremism and white
nationalism (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19, pp. 18–28).
In November, he spent extensive time researching
Nazi Germany on Wikipedia (US v. Hasson,
Exhibit 19, p. 28) and the following January, con-
ducted evenmore searches aboutHitler, the SS, and
Nazi Germany (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19, p. 38).
Mr. Hasson’s ownwritings offer a look into his

ideology as well. In his manifesto, his main
complaint was that, “liberalist/globalist ideology
is destroying traditional peoples esp white.” He
wrote that he is “looking to Russia with hopeful
eyes or any land that despises the west’s liberal-
ism. Excluding of course the muslim scum. Who
rightfully despise the west’s liberal degeneracy”
(USv.Hasson, Exhibit 19, p. 8). In his 2017 letter
to Harold Covington, Mr. Hasson wrote about
being a long-time Skinhead and White National-
ist, and advocated for “a little focused violence”
to establish a white homeland to prevent the
“n*****ization of the Northwest.” Mr. Hasson
explained his dreams of creating a “white com-
munity” in this homeland and taking an active
part in it (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19, pp. 22–23).
However, Mr. Hasson’s ideology did not stop

at racism and white supremacy. Throughout the
two-year time period before his arrest, he visited
the Men Going Their Own Way (MGTOW)
subreddit platform tens of thousands of times
and constantly viewed “gender-based extremist
content” that promotedmisogynistic and discrim-
inatory views towards women (US v. Hasson,
Exhibit 19, p. 2). In July 2016, Mr. Hasson
created a Word document that he last edited
in June 2018, which contained two pages detail-
ing his negative views toward femininity:
“Femininity is always feigned,” “Most women
are losers who don’t have anything to offer but
their skills at social manipulation and a brief 15-
year period of sexual attractiveness” (US v.
Hasson, Exhibit 19, pp. 2–3). On June 5, 2018,
Mr. Hasson created another Word document to
which he added Bible verses that express nega-
tivity toward women (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19,
p. 57). Although some of the verses discuss
having a badwife, many ofMr. Hasson’s chosen
verses focus on promiscuous women or prosti-
tutes. On February 14, 2019, the day before his

arrest, Mr. Hasson opened and read both docu-
ments (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19, pp. 118–120).

Failure to Affiliate With an Extremist or
Other Group

Failure to affiliate with an extremist or other
group is defined as rejection of or by an actual
extremist or other group (Meloy, 2017).
In September 2017,Mr. Hassonwrote an email

to an unknown receiver, inquiring about Ásatrú.
Also known as heathenry, Ásatrú is a recently
revived religion from Iceland in which adherents
worship ancient Nordic gods and goddesses.
However, some of its symbols have been co-
opted by white supremacists and were featured
on their banners at the 2017 “Unite the Right”
march in Charlottesville (Samuel, 2017). Mr.
Hasson wrote, “I am interested in Asatru and
meeting with like minded individuals. I am sta-
tioned in DC Metro area. Do you have kindred
within 200 miles or so? Probably the farthest I
could drive regularly. I have some basic under-
standing in the religion. Thanks. 14words” (USv.
Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo, p. 5). It is
unknown whether he received a response, but
since there is no evidence of Mr. Hasson ever
meeting with this group or further researching
Ásatrú, it is likely he did not hear back.
It is challenging to determine whether this

indicator is present or not since Mr. Hasson
seemed to have not received a definitive rejec-
tion from this group. However, since there were
no more records of Ásatrú in Mr. Hasson’s
emails or other documents, the lack of response
from the receiver of the email could be seen as
itself a rejection of Mr. Hasson, or at least it
likely seemed that way to him. Further investi-
gationwould bewarranted to confirm the lack of
response and the way Mr. Hasson perceived it.
Still, Mr. Hasson attempting to get involved
with Ásatrú and receiving no answer fits the
definition of failing to affiliate with an extrem-
ist group.

Dependence on the Virtual Community

Dependence on the virtual community is evi-
dence of the individual’s active communication
with or learning from others through social media
or the internet concerning terrorist activities or
beliefs (Meloy, 2017).
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Starting around January 2017 and until his
arrest in February 2019, Mr. Hasson spent hours
every day performing Google and Bing searches
and reading extremistmaterial. Hismain topics of
interest included the alt-right, mass shootings,
Russia, weapons, right-wing terrorists, and white
supremacy. His frequent searches regarding his
ideology are discussed in further detail above.Mr.
Hasson also extensively used the internet to
research and consume content written by right-
wing terrorists. His searches on these individuals
and his readings and rereadings of their manifes-
tos are further discussed in “Identification”
above. Mr. Hasson even sent the manifestos of
Anders Breivik, Ted Kaczynski, and Eric Ru-
dolph to his official Coast Guard email address in
2017. In addition to researching content related to
his ideology, Mr. Hasson also frequently
searched for weapons-related material, including
looking up “home workshop explosives hand-
book,” The Terrorist’s Handbook, and extensive
information on rifles and other guns, discussed in
more detail in the “Pathway” section above.
Lastly,Mr. Hasson also communicated via text

message with a relative, where he expressed
admiration for Eric Rudolph and discussed join-
ing white nationalists in overseas fighting in
separate conversations.
Most, if not all, ofMr. Hasson’s learning about

and consumption of extremist content occurred
online and can be found in Exhibit 19 (US v.
Hasson, Exhibit 19).

Thwarting of Occupational Goals

Thwarting of occupational goals is a major
setback or failure in a planned occupational life
course (Meloy, 2017).
In 2016, Mr. Hasson was promoted to Lieu-

tenant within the U.S. Coast Guard and trans-
ferred to their headquarters in Washington, D.C.
from his home in North Carolina. While he did
receive a promotion, the responsibilities of his
new position did not suit him, and he “felt out-of-
place and uncomfortable in an office environ-
ment” (US v. Hasson, Defense Sentencing
Memo, p. 10). Mr. Hasson’s new job was “soli-
tary and isolated,” “a bad fit” (Transcript of
Proceedings p. 253). Hisworkwas clearly boring
and likely unfulfilling, asMr. Hassonmanaged to
spend hours a day conducting his personal
research and writing on the clock, using his

work computer (US v. Hasson, Exhibit 19).
Around the same time, his dependence on trama-
dol intensified and “Mr. Hasson was concerned
that it would cost him his job” (Transcript of
Proceedings p. 254). Lastly, due to his age, Mr.
Hasson was nearing his mandatory retirement
from the Coast Guard, and he himself said that
“staring down amandatory retirement : : : caused
many problems in [his] life and relationships,
which led [him] to wrongfully abuse drugs to
help deal with the anxiety and uncertainty” (Tran-
script of Proceedings p. 266).
Although Mr. Hasson generally received posi-

tive job evaluations and seemed to be successful
in his career, he was unhappy at his new desk job,
fearful of his future without the Coast Guard, and
anxious about his superiors finding out about his
tramadol dependence. It is important to view
“Thwarting of occupation goals” through a sub-
jective lens to assess whetherMr. Hasson himself
felt that he was experiencing a failure or setback
in his career path, rather than examine what his
work life may have looked like from the outside.
Since he was not fulfilling his personal occupa-
tional goals, largely anxious and unhappy in his
career, and this unhappiness led to further pro-
blems in his personal life, we decided to code this
distal characteristic.

Changes in Thinking and Emotion

Changes in thinking and emotion is indicated
when thoughts and their expression becomemore
strident, simplistic, and absolute. Argument
ceases and preaching begins. Persuasion yields
to imposition of one’s beliefs on others. There is
no critical analysis of theory or opinion, and the
mantra “Don’t think, just believe” is adopted.
Emotions typically move from only anger and
argument, to also include contempt and disdain
for others’ beliefs, disgust for the outgroup, and a
willingness to homicidally aggress against them
(Meloy, 2017). Violence is cloaked in self-
righteousness and the pretense of superior belief.
Humor is lost.
A few months before his arrest, Mr. Hasson

sent the following text messages in succession to
a family member: “Yeah I give up on this country
being saved,” “its [sic] ideological social finan-
cial morally bankrupt,” “there is nothing worth
saving at the federal level” (US v. Hasson, Gov
Sentencing Memo, p. 31). These thoughts are
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very different from his previous views which
included a strong admiration and support for
then-president Donald Trump and the federal
government, aswell as a generally positive regard
for the United States, a country whose govern-
ment was his employer.

Failure of Sexual-Intimate Pair Bonding

Failure of sexual-intimate pair bonding is coded
if the subject has historically failed to forma lasting
sexually intimate relationship (Meloy, 2017).
There is no evidence of failure of sexual-

intimate pair bonding in Mr. Hasson’s case. At
the time of his arrest, he had beenmarried for over
20 years with two adult children (US v. Hasson,
Defense Sentencing Memo, p. 9). Although Mr.
Hasson faced some problems in his marriage
around the time of his promotion in 2016, he
and his wife reconciled in 2017 (US v. Hasson,
Defense Sentencing Memo, p. 11).

Mental Disorder

Mental disorder is coded if there was evidence
of amajor mental disorder by history or at present
(Meloy, 2017).
For years leading up to his arrest, Mr. Hasson

suffered from Opioid Use Disorder, battling an
addiction to tramadol. He first started taking the
prescription pain medication after it had been
prescribed to his wife for back pain, but eventu-
ally he began taking tramadol to “cope with
feelings of depression” (US v. Hasson, Defense
SentencingMemo, p. 14).Over time,Mr.Hasson’s
abuse of tramadol escalated and he started order-
ing pills online, taking great care to disguise his
purchases.He often took the tramadol atwork and
even purchased synthetic urine on multiple occa-
sions in order to pass the U.S. Coast Guard’s drug
tests (US v. Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo,
pp. 33–34). By the time of his arrest, Mr. Hasson
was consuming many times the approved daily
dosage of tramadol (US v. Hasson, Defense
SentencingMemo, p. 14),whichhas the potential
to cause intense mood disturbance including
hallucinations and manic behavior (US v. Hasson,
Defense Sentencing Memo, p. 16).
In addition to his tramadol abuse, Mr. Hasson

also used steroids “to increase muscle mass” and
to “stop loss of muscle mass associated with
aging” (Transcript of Proceedings, p. 64). He
purchased it from multiple distributors in 2016

and emailed one, saying “youwill be seeingmore
from me.” Mr. Hasson then purchased more
steroids in early 2017 (US v. Hasson, Gov Sen-
tencing Memo, p. 25). During his arrest in 2019,
agents foundfive vials of testosterone and another
steroid in Mr. Hasson’s home, as well as over
thirty bottles of human growth hormone (US v.
Hasson, Gov Sentencing Memo, p. 24).
While Mr. Hasson was never professionally

diagnosed, he likely suffered from some depres-
sionand anxiety throughouthis life.TheDefense’s
expert witness—behavioral pharmacologist
Dr. Kelly Dunn—mentioned that Opioid Use
Disorder is highly correlated with depression,
and said that Mr. Hasson’s OUD “was likely
related, at least in part, to preexisting underlying
depression” (US v. Hasson, Defense Sentencing
Memo, p. 16). Dr. Stephen Hart, the defense’s
risk assessment expert witness, stated that his
findings indicated symptoms of anxiety and
depression in Mr. Hasson, although they were
not enough to warrant a diagnosis (Transcript of
Proceedings, p. 37).

Greater Creativity and Innovation

Greater creativity and innovation is defined as
an act of planned terrorismwhich is innovative or
likely to be imitated by others (Meloy, 2017). The
planned terrorist act is creative (amajor aspect has
not been done before in contemporary times) and/
or innovative (imitated by others).
There is no evidence of greater creativity and

innovation in Mr. Hasson’s case. In fact, he
heavily drew from and followed the instructions
of the Breivik manifesto and the manifestos of
other right-wing terrorists (US v. Hasson, Gov
Sentencing Memo, p. 20).

History of Criminal Violence

History of criminal violence is coded if there is
evidence of instrumental criminal violence by his-
tory (Meloy, 2017).Virtually all acts of terrorismare
predatory (instrumental) violence. This characteris-
tic indicates a capacityandawillingness toengage in
predation for avarietyof reasons, suchas ahistoryof
armed robberies or planned assaults on others.
Mr. Hasson had no history of criminal

violence.
For a summary of the proximal warning beha-

viors and distal characteristics coded in the Has-
son case, see Table 1.
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Discussion

The goal of threat assessment andmanagement
is to prevent targeted attacks. While postattack
research using various threat assessment tools
and checklists is useful to assess the validity of
risk instruments, the end goal is always to be able
to use these tools to assess individuals who have
not yet committed an attack, determine if they are
at risk, and apply effective intervention strategies
to reduce the likelihood of such an event ( Meloy
& Hoffmann, 2021). The case study of Christo-
pherPaulHasson, amanarrested, prosecuted, and
convicted of crimes prior to a possible attack,
serves to test the ecological validity of the TRAP-
18 as a preventive instrument by posing the
following four questions: (a) How similar or
different are the TRAP-18 indicators—both indi-
vidually and in toto—in the Hasson case when
compared to other subjects who went on to
complete a lone actor terrorist attack? (b) Does
the fact pattern in the case provide a sufficient
basis upon which a judgment of risk could be
made? (c)What is the reader’s judgment of risk of
an attack? And (d) Does the reader’s judgment of
risk justify the arrest, prosecution, and conviction
of Mr. Hasson for related crimes to prevent a
purported act of targeted violence?
Prior to his arrest, Mr. Hasson’s activity indi-

cated that he coded for 5 of 8 (62.5%) proximal
warning behaviors on the TRAP-18: pathway,
fixation, identification, energy burst, and leakage.
These warning behaviors are typically more
frequent—to a significant degree—in most indi-
viduals who go on to commit a successful attack,
and less frequent in those who do not (Böckler
etal.,2020;Challacombe&Lucas, 2019;Meloy&

Gill, 2016; Meloy et al., 2019). The four separate
data sets from these cited studies total 305 sub-
jects in Europe and North America between 1990
and 2017 who committed an act of terrorist vio-
lence, or were initially considered at risk of
committing such an act. In the Challacombe
and Lucas (2019) study of Sovereign Citizens,
pathway, identification, leakage, and last resort
were the strongest correlates of violence among
the proximal warning behaviors, with moderate
to large effect sizes when compared to nonviolent
Sovereign Citizens. In the Böckler et al. (2020)
study of German jihadists, pathway, last resort,
energy burst, and novel aggression significantly
differentiated nonviolent from violent extremists,
and their overallmodels producedAUCsbetween
0.83 and 0.90 for correct classification. Novel
aggression generally appears in less than half of
lone actor terrorist cases, while directly commu-
nicated threats occur in <20% of terrorism cases
(Meloy & Gill, 2016). Both were absent in the
Hasson case. Novel aggression—the need to test
one’s ability or capacity to be violent—was likely
diluted by his occupational history of 30 years in
the U.S. military and his ownership and use of
firearms in practice over his entire adult life. In
one study, both novel aggression and directly
communicated threat were more frequent in in-
dividuals who nonetheless were subjects of
national concern, but did not go on to attack
(Meloy et al., 2019).
There were no known actions that clearly

indicated the presence of last resort warning
behavior, which is usually retrospectively found
in successful attackers (Meloy et al., 2019).
Although Mr. Hasson messaged a coworker
about job openings and indicated a desire to leave
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Table 1
TRAP-18 Indicators in the Case of Christopher Hasson

Proximal warning behaviors Coding Distal characteristics Coding

Pathway X Personal grievance and moral outrage X
Fixation X Framed by an Ideology X
Identification X Failure to affiliate with an extremist or other

group
X

Novel Aggression Dependence on the virtual community X
Energy Burst X Thwarting of occupational goals X
Leakage X Changes in thinking and emotion X
Last Resort Failure of sexual-intimate pair bonding
Directly Communicated Threat Mental disorder X

Greater creativity and innovation
History of criminal violence
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his current position in the days leading up to his
arrest, we chose not to code for last resort since
this action is fairly ambiguous and does not in
itself indicate the warning behavior. However,
the sentiment that he expressed in being interested
in leaving his job and moving on is similar to that
which in combination with other actions, can be
considered last resort (Böckler et al., 2017;Meloy
& Genzman, 2016). Since a last resort action is
usually present in the hours or days leading up to
an attack, and because Mr. Hasson was arrested
before he could commit an attack, it is hard to
know if there could or would have been a clearer
last resort warning behavior had he decided to
perpetrate his attack. Typically this warning
behavior is coded with the presence of either
words or actions: a statement that implies a vio-
lent time/action imperative, or behaviors that
indicate a foreshortened future (Meloy, 2017).
In a time sequence analysis of the TRAP-18
indicators in 125 lone actor terrorists, last resort
was temporally closer to an attack than several
other warning behaviors, such as fixation and
identification, but fell below the proximity coef-
ficient thresholdwe established for the study in its
temporal relationship to the attack (Meloy et al.,
2021). The sheer amount of data and behaviors
that translate into Mr. Hasson’s displays of path-
way, fixation, identification, energy burst, and
leakage add to the seriousness of the situation and
suggest the potential of an attack, but the presence
of such data does not absolutely predict an attack.
However, Böckler et al. (2020) found a sensitivity
and specificity of .80 and .93, respectively, for a
weighted proximal warning behavior predictive
model composed of pathway, energy burst, novel
aggression, and last resort.
In addition to his five proximal warning be-

haviors, Mr. Hasson also coded for 7 of 10 distal
characteristics (70%) on the TRAP-18: personal
grievance and moral outrage, framed by an ide-
ology, failure to affiliate with an extremist or
other group, dependence on the virtual commu-
nity, thwarting of occupational goals, changes in
thinking and emotion, and mental disorder.
While Hasson, like almost all lone actor terror-
ists, presents personal grievance and moral out-
rage as well as strong ideological beliefs, his
failure to affiliate with an extremist or other
group is less common in examples of successful
attackers (Meloy, Roshdi, et al., 2015; Meloy &
Gill, 2016; Meloy et al., 2019). This could be
partially due to the advent of social media; now,

fewer attackers feel a need or desire to affiliate
with an actual group on the groundwhen they can
be informed and inspired online, especially from
the writings of previous attackers. While this
distal characteristic can also be seen as fairly
ambiguous in Mr. Hasson’s case, he clearly
attempted to learn more about and connect in
person with people who adhere to the Ásatrú
religious group, and was unable to form any
meaningful contact.
Mr. Hasson also displayed a strong depen-

dence on the virtual community, exemplified
by his thousands of Google searches on extremist
and terrorist topics, and his frequent reading of
lone actor terrorists’ manifestos, including Elliot
Rodger, Anders Breivik, Eric Rudolph, and Ted
Kaczynski. This distal characteristic commonly
appears in both successful attackers and those
who were thwarted in an attack plan (Meloy &
Gill, 2016), as well as between attackers and
subjects of national security concern who did
not go on to attack (Meloy et al., 2019). Mr.
Hasson’s dependence on the virtual world for his
information and plans was one of the strongest
indicators in this case, not only as a distal char-
acteristic but as a gateway for the emergence of
other TRAP-18 indicators. His online activity
was extensive and extremist, and appears to
have led both law enforcement and federal pro-
secutors to believe he was actively planning an
attack.
Another common distal characteristic is

changes in thinking and emotion, which is almost
always present in successful attackers. In the
Hasson case, we do not see an overwhelming
amount of organized change in thinking and
emotion due to his ideology being from the
beginning quite confusing and fluid, what is often
referred to now as “salad bar, cafeteria, or copy-
paste” ideology. However, there is a turning point
close to Mr. Hasson’s arrest where he voices that
he is giving up on the country and is unhappywith
the federal government. Like most attackers, his
thoughts become more binary, simplistic, and
absolute without any critical thinking, and he
embraces the idea that everything is lost and there
is no point in continuing; however, the object of
his not continuing is unclear. This is in stark
contrast to his previous thoughts of loving the
US and wanting to make it a better place by
creating a white homeland. Changes in thinking
and emotion was found to be a “turning point
event” indicator in a large study of 125 terrorists
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whose behaviors were subjected to time sequence
analysis (Meloy et al., 2021).
Mr. Hasson also coded for two very common

distal characteristics, mental disorder and thwart-
ing of occupational goals. His opioid use disorder
places him in a similar position to many success-
ful attackers, who frequently suffer from sub-
stance abuse as well as other mental disorders
such as depression or anxiety (Gill et al., 2021).
While his career goals were not directly thwarted,
Mr. Hasson’s unhappiness at his job and anxiety
about retirement or his superiorsfinding out about
his tramadol addiction signaled a struggle in his
occupational life and created further distress in
his personal life. Themajority of studied success-
ful attackers face some degree of thwarted occu-
pational goals (Böckler et al., 2016, 2020;
Erlandsson & Reid Meloy, 2018; Meloy,
Roshdi, et al., 2015; Meloy & Genzman, 2016;
Meloy & Gill, 2016; Meloy et al., 2019).
Lone actor terrorists also typically struggle to

find romantic or sexual partners, and generally
fail at sexual-pair bonding.Mr. Hasson, however,
at the time of his arrest was married for over 20
years with two children. He and his wife went
through a period of marital difficulty around
2016, but reconnected in 2017, around the time
when his extremist activity became more severe.
During the few years leading up to his arrest, Mr.
Hasson consumed extensive sexist and misogy-
nistic content, and even wrote some of his own
misogynistic views down, but he did not seem to
have any significant problems with his wife. The
absence of this indicator distinguishes him from
the vast majority of lone actor terrorists (Meloy&
Gill, 2016; Meloy et al., 2019).
Mr. Hasson also did not display greater crea-

tivity and innovation in his plans or ideas for an
attack. He relied heavily on ideas from other lone
terrorists’ writings and did not showcase any
creativity. This indicator is problematic because
definitive evidence typically does not exist until
after an attack has been committed. It is left to
researchers in preattack studies to infer from the
planning whether or not an attack would have
been unique and subsequently imitated by others,
or had not been similarly done in contemporary
times. This distal characteristic, however, is ret-
rospectively present in about half of attackers,
and significantly discriminates between attackers
and nonattackers (Meloy, Roshdi, et al., 2015;
Meloy et al., 2019). Lastly, Mr. Hasson had no
history of criminal violence. About 30% of

attackers studied have a violent criminal history
(Gill, 2015;Meloy, Roshdi, et al., 2015;Meloy&
Gill, 2016;Meloy et al., 2019), whilemost do not.
Mr.Hassoncodes for12outof18 total indicators

(67%), including 5 of the 6 proximal warning
behaviors that are most commonly present in suc-
cessful attackers. Mr. Hasson’s overall behavior
and TRAP-18 indicators are not dissimilar to those
attackers whom he arguably wanted to emulate.
The research suggests that the distal characteristics
do have sensitivity in detecting persons of concern,
but it is not until proximal warning behaviors
develop in a case that we see some specificity of
prediction of risk for an attack (Böckler et al., 2020;
Challacombe & Lucas, 2019; Goodwill & Meloy,
2019; Meloy et al., 2019, 2021).
The behavior of Christopher Hasson, when

viewed through the lens of the TRAP-18, is
very similar to other subjects who have commit-
ted acts of lone actor terrorism in North America
and Europe. Research has empirically supported
the model of the TRAP-18 as a valid risk assess-
ment instrument regardless of the ideology of the
terrorist (Meloy & Gill, 2016), and in one study
had a positive predictive value of 0.80 and a
negative predictive value of 0.93 when applied
to samples of persons of concern for violent
extremism (Böckler et al., 2020). Was there
sufficient open-source data to render an opinion
of risk of targeted violence? We think yes. Was
the US Government justified in arresting, charg-
ing, and prosecuting Christopher Hasson for
crimes that could be related to the planning and
preparation for an attack? We leave that question
to the reader to decide when comparing Hasson’s
TRAP-18 indicators to a growing body of nomo-
thetic research on lone actor terrorists.

Case Formulation and Management

One colleague’s pithy remark, however, stands
out: “risk assessment without risk management is
a recipe for high blood pressure” (F. Farnham,
personal communication, August 2021). The
dynamic nature and urgency of threat assessment,
moreover, is bound to threat management, and
despite the revealing nomothetic comparison of
the Hasson findings to other samples of terrorists,
questions concerning the formulation and inter-
ventions in an individual case such as this remain
unanswered. In US v Christopher Hasson, a
choice was made to criminally prosecute him.
In other scenarios, the choice may be to risk
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manage the case without seeking criminal prose-
cution. Some cases will also move forward with
parallel investigations, one focusing on protec-
tive intelligence and risk management, and the
other focusing on the gathering of evidence for a
possible criminal prosecution. Clarity of mission
is key.
Comparison of a case to nomothetic data is

important because it provides a contextual
anchor, and sometimes a base rate (Clemmow
et al., 2020), to locate the case among available
and open source data sets of other lone actors:
those who have attacked, those who have been
thwarted, and those who prompted concern but
had no intent to attack. But a formulation of risk in
each case is dependent on the individualizing of
risk through a determination of the relevance—
what factors appear to be causally related to
violence risk—and weight (importance) of the
indicators. Such a formulation, guided by ques-
tions following the coding of the case, helps
determine both the tactics and long-term strategy
formanagement. In this particular case, for exam-
ple, the presence of any one proximal warning
behavior, when in fact there were multiple, com-
pels active management rather than just monitor-
ing of the case (Meloy, 2017). Looking deeper
into the relevance of the proximal warning be-
haviors, the presence of pathway (late stage mar-
kers that appeared to indicate research, planning,
and preparation) and identification (as a soldier
for white supremacy) become most heavily
weighted since they are two of the three warning
behaviors that have most reliably distinguished
attackers from nonattackers (Meloy et al., 2019).
The one proximal warning behavior missing, last
resort, typically occurs in the hours, days, or
weeks before an attack, and it may be too late
to intervene.1

Likewise, the years long duration of the ideo-
logical framing (neo-Nazism) in this case, joined
with both his personal grievance (the marriage of
his daughter to a Black man) and his moral
outrage (the demise of white supremacy), suggest
both their relevance and the constellating of key
distal factors that have been shown to be central to
the developing narrative of many lone actor
terrorists as they sequentially move on a pathway
toward violence (Meloy et al., 2021). The end
point of formulation is to develop a nonfictional
story of the individual case, told with vetted
evidence, that describes in detail and over time
the nature and severity of the case in language that

can be clearly understood by the consumer of the
formulation. As Logan (2017, p.157) has elo-
quently written,

In the main, formulations are presented as a piece of
narrative text—multiple sentences describing the
author’s professional understanding of the client that
is its subject as if it were a story. The emphasis in
narrative formulations is on clarity of exposition and
brevity : : : Consequently, they can take time and effort
to write. In doing so, its author should be reminded of
the letter Benjamin Franklin wrote in 1750 describing
his groundbreaking experiments involving electricity
and sent to a member of the Royal Society in London.
In his letter, Franklin apologized for the length of his
report: “I have made this paper too long, for which I
must crave pardon not having now time to make it
shorter” (Henry & Cave, 1754, p. 82).

We offer a series of questions to present a
formulation of risk in a case such as the Hasson
matter (Meloy, 2017):

1. What TRAP-18 indicators appear to be
most relevant and important?

2. Are there case-relevant risk factors not
addressed in the TRAP-18?

3. If no efforts are made to monitor or risk
manage this subject, what is the likeli-
hood of violence?

4. If targeted violence did occur, what would
be the likely tactics (weapons, location,
time, approach behavior) and targets
(individual, group, location)?

5. What is the likely audience for this act of
lone actor terrorism?

6. Have all possible risk scenarios, even the
most implausible, been considered?2

7. What specific protective factors or buffers
against violence do you see in this case,
and are they static (age, gender) or
dynamic (e.g., drug use, weapons
purchase)?

8. What steps can be taken (considering
urgency of the possible act, sequence ofT
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1 Anecdotal evidence gathered by the second author in-
dicates that last resort warning behavior, often bundled with
leakage, is increasingly shared via social media and often in
the hours before the attack, reducing the likelihood of a
successful intervention.

2 Scenario-based premortem planning has been developed
by Phillip van Saun (personal communication, August 2021)
and others (Klein, 2007). Such planning has been devised to
help risk management teams formulate and challenge their
assumptions about possible scenarios going forward in time,
and adjust their interventions accordingly as new information
emerges.
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proximal and distal indicators in a partic-
ular case, and the designated intervention
personnel) to manage risk, taking into
account all relevant biological, psycholog-
ical, and social mitigating factors?

9. What immediate circumstances might
exacerbate his risk of an attack?

10. When the case formulation is finished, is
hemost likely in your opinion to be an actor,
a facilitator, or only a supporter of terrorist
violence?

In the Hasson case, the military setting pro-
vided its own complexities, and in similar cases
would need to be carefully considered in the
planning of interventions, whether protective
management or criminal prosecution, or both
(Rutz, 2021). Palarea and Van Horn (2010) offer
a particularly cogent model for establishing con-
trols in five domains for a comprehensive threat
management plan: organizational, psychological,
social, physical, and legal (Tobin & Palarea,
2021). Kropp and Hart (2015) have advanced
our understanding and application of scenario
planning to threat management by considering
relevant factors in a case which may motivate,
disinhibit, or destabilize the perpetrator’s deci-
sion to be violent—and the consequential plan to
supervise, treat, and ensure victim safety.
In considering the use of the TRAP-18 for

assessment, formulation, and management of a
potential case of lone actor terrorism; however, it
is important to recognize its limitations. The
TRAP-18 does not specifically assess protective
factors, which often do not receive the attention
they deserve; such bias contributes to the general
overprediction of risk among threat assessors,
particularly with very low base rate events such
as acts of terrorism; and the TRAP-18 should not
be considered a stand alone instrument. Other
structured professional judgment instruments
such as the HCR-20 V3 (Douglas et al., 2013)
and the VERA 2 R (Pressman et al., 2016) can
both improve the threat assessment team’s overall
strategic planning to mitigate risk. The mistake
that threat assessment teams make is to not use
any structured professional judgment instruments.

Conclusion

We have conducted a study to test the ecologi-
cal validity of the TRAP-18 in a case in which the

subjectwas criminally prosecuted before an act of
terrorism. Utilizing both comparative nomothetic
data, as well as methods to individualize the risk
assessment of this particular case, it appears that
the TRAP-18 is a useful structured professional
judgment instrument for such a task.
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