
 

Stronger Together 

Navigating Alaska’s Adult Guardianship System 

Friday, October 7th, 2022 

8am to 4:30pm 

$35.00 – Sales end 10/5/22 at 6pm 

 

 

 

 “Ensure a functional and responsive adult guardianship system that maximizes self-

determination, avoids unnecessary guardianship using less restrictive alternatives 

and prevents and addresses abuse through monitoring and education.”  

WINGS mission   

 

Join as in-person at the Atwood Center in Anchorage or via Zoom 

550 W. 7th Avenue OR 

 

 



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7TH 

8:00 TO 8:30am   Check in 

8:30 to 9:00am   Keynote Address by Chief Justice Daniel Winfree 

 

9:00 to 10:15 am   Looking through the Correct Lenses 

     Nina A. Kohn 

 

Guardianship and conservatorship are designed to protect and support vulnerable individuals.  Yet there is a 

growing recognition that sometimes these arrangements do the opposite.  This session will explore the 

paradox.  Special attention will be focus on what various stakeholders (including courts, attorneys, service 

providers and community members) can do to minimize the use of unnecessary or overbroad protective 

arrangements, and to help individuals meet their needs through less restrictive alternatives to guardianship 

and conservatorship.   

 

10:15 to 10:30   BREAK 

 

10:30 to 11:45am   Monitoring – A Court and Community Effort 

     Anthony Palmieri 

 

A review of the headlines will reveal a lot of high-profile guardianship or conservatorship abuse cases but what 

you don’t see in the news is what often happens in our own backyards.  In all of the cases that do make the 

news, one question is clear…where is the Court?  Let’s explore the role of the court in monitoring and how our 

communities can help. 

 

11:45 to 12:45pm   Join us for a casual pizza, salad and sandwich lunch.   

 

12:45 to 1:30pm   ASAGA Annual Meeting and Address from NGA President, 

Anthony  

     Palmieri 

 

1:30 to 1:45pm   Break 

 

1:45 to 3:00pm   Answering the Question; Where is the Court? 

     Lisa Wawrzonek 

 

The guardianship system in Alaska has not had significant oversight, review or attention in over 30 years 

leading to inconsistency and confusion across our state.  In the past five years, the Alaska Court System has 

taken steps to address this.  We’ll explore what has happened, what is to come and the importance of why.   

 

3:15 to 3:30pm   Break 

 

3:30 to 4:30pm   Supporting our Best Resource 

     Jeannie Sato & Keska Register 
Who is the best person in your life to step into a decision- making role if you need help?  You’ll likely point to a 

family member or friend.  Even those with the best intentions can become easily overwhelmed or confused with 

the role of guardian or conservator and more so when they have to engage in other legal matters.  Join us to 

find out more about the Alaska Court System’s new Guardianship Help Line and other ways the court’s Access 

to Justice department might be able to assist.      



SPEAKERS: 

Chief Justice Daniel Winfree received a Bachelor of Science in finance from the University of 
Oregon in 1977, a masters in Business Administration from the Haas School of Business and juris 
doctor from UC Berkley School of Law; both in 1981.  He was appointed to the Alaska Supreme Court 
by Governor Sarah Palin in 2008 and became the Chief Justice in 2021.  He chaired the Elder Task 
Force on Guardianship which began in 2015 and boosted much of the momentum we have in Alaska 
today and fully supports the WINGS effort and the ACS Guardianship Improvement Grant. 

Anthony Palmieri is the Deputy Inspector General in the Palm Beach County Clerk of the Circuit 
Court & Comp-troller, Division of Inspector General. He graduated from the University of Florida and 
the Barry University School of Law. Anthony is a nationally-recognized expert and speaker on 
investigating silver collar crimes, monitoring guardianships, and collecting guardianship data; and he 
has been quoted in the Wall Street Journal, the New Yorker, the Palm Beach Post, and the Orlando 
Sentinel. His expertise and contributions to the field were acknowledged recently in a Netflix 
“Guardians, Inc.” documentary and as a Barry University Distinguished Alumni Award recipient. He 
currently serves as a board member for the Florida State Guardianship Association and as President 
of the National Guardianship Association.  

Nina A. Kohn is the David M. Levy Professor of Law and Faculty Director of Online Education at 
Syracuse University College of Law, a faculty affiliate with the Syracuse University Aging Studies 
Institute, and a member of the American Law Institute. She is also the Solomon Center Distinguished 
Scholar in Elder Law with the Solomon Center for Health Law and Policy at Yale Law School. She has 
served as a Visiting Professor at Yale Law School and at the University of Maine School of Law.  
Professor Kohn earned an A.B. summa cum laude from Princeton University and a J.D. magna cum 
laude from Harvard University. She clerked for the Hon. Fred I. Parker of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit. Following her clerkship, she was awarded a fellowship by the Skadden 
Fellowship Foundation to provide direct representation to nursing home residents and frail elders. 
She is a past recipient of the College of Law’s Res Ipsa Loquitur award recognizing excellence in 
teaching, and Syracuse University’s Judith Greenberg Seinfeld Distinguished Faculty Fellowship. 
 
Lisa Wawrzonek is currently the Statewide Guardianship Compliance Officer for the Alaska Court 
System after spending 20 years as a Court Visitor.  Lisa also worked for the Alzheimer’s Resource of 
Alaska for 15 years and has been the administrator for ASAGA since 2016.  She has a Masters in 
Gerontology and will be joining the NGA conference in October for their first pilot conference aimed 
directly at guardianship monitoring. 
 
Jeannie Sato is the Alaska Court System’s Director Access to Justice Services, overseeing the court’s 
Adult Guardianship & Conservatorship Self-Help Phone Line, the Family Law Self-Help Phone line, 
the self-help webpages, dispute resolution programs, court forms, language access, the state jury 
office, and the Eviction Diversion Program.  She previously practiced family law as a litigator and a 
mediator.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



While we are going casual this year after two years of the pandemic and 

Zoom conferences, we always are thankful of the support of those who 

have championed us along the way! 

  

            

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

After over two years of a pandemic and Zoom conferences, we are excited to 

have an in-person option available.  Let’s start the weekend early with a casual 

learning day and reconnecting! 

PLEASE NOTE THAT REFUNDS CAN ONLY BE GIVEN 7 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EVENT.  ANY REGISTREATION AFTER 

9/30/22 MAY NOT BE ABLE TO BE REFUNDED.   


