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The photos, stories and “Orchids”
about our response to Hurricane Lili and
Tropical Storm Isidore are beginning to
roll into the Corporate Communications
Department. So here is a little preview of
our full-fledged coverage coming up in
the Holiday issue.

The worst of the storms, Category 2
Lili, hit Louisiana on the morning of
October 3. However, Asplundh was 
prepared with an army of almost 1,500
tree and line construction crews already
in the vicinity. They were mobilized to
assist Central Louisiana Electric Co-op,
City of Abbeville, City of Morgan City,
Dixie Electric Membership Co-op,
Entergy Distribution and Transmission,
and Lafayette Utility Systems in restoring
power and clearing storm damaged trees
from power lines and city streets.

Regularly joining Storm Coordinator
Steven Asplundh in the Storm Room
were Sponsors Matt and Gregg Asplundh,
Storm Coordinator Alternates Scott
Lambrecht, Pete Fengler and Jim Orr,
and Executive Assistant Maureen Platt.
Off and on, they had spent the better part
of the previous two weeks communicating
with field managers, coordinating the
release and movement of crews to local
storm response managers Eugene Wyatt
and Tom Gunning, and assisting with
overall logistics.

The real work, though, came from our
employees in the field who worked in
uncomfortable and hazardous conditions.
More on this subject in the next issue!

Responding To Lili and Isidore:
A Preview

Looking For A Holiday Gift Idea?
Plastic model replicas of an
Asplundh aerial lift truck and 
chipper (shown at left) are available
for purchase by contacting: 

D.G. Productions
P.O. Box 522288

Longwood, FL  32752
Toll-Free 1-888-434-8697

Price:  $25.00 truck & chipper
$6.95 shipping & handling

$31.95 total

You can pay by check or credit card.

The newly renovated Asplundh Storm
Center in Willow Grove finally began to
quiet down by October 4. By then, the
smell of stale pizza, half empty coffee cups
and soda cans had almost cleared!

One of the staging areas for Hurricane
Lili was in Jackson, Mississippi where
General Foreman Gary Parker of the
Steve Bostock Region took this picture.

The rain and storm surge from both Lili
and Isidore made repairing Entergy 
distribution lines—and transmission towers
like this one—a swampy ordeal.



Side Trimming:
The Ultra Low Volume Herbicide Way

here are at least three ways that a
right-of-way can be side trimmed—
manually with climbing crews, mechanically
with a Timberjack lift or Jarraff-type cutters,
or with herbicides. A new variation, using the
ultra low volume (ULV) Thinvert herbicide
application system, shows potential for up to
40% improved productivity with effective
control. Depending on the location and
condition of the right-of-way, ULV side
trimming can be a great ‘tool in the
vegetation management toolbox’.

Recently, the Arborchem Products Div.
of Asplundh teamed up with DuPont for a
demo-tour to show the effectiveness of
ULV side trimming on several spans of 
an off-road Conectiv 69kV transmission 
corridor in New Jersey. The Thinvert 
application system and Krenite®S, a bud
inhibitor, have been used for the past two
spray seasons on Conectiv rights-of-way.

More than 70 people from 15 utilities
and several Asplundh management regions
attended the demo-tours, which took place
on August 21 and October 11. During the
demo-tour, Arborchem’s Joe Lentz gave a
brief talk on the evolution of ultra low volume
applications from backpack, roadside and
cut/stubble treatments to side trimming.
System Forester Rick Johnstone of Conectiv
Power Delivery also spoke about the right-
of-way’s management history and the utility’s
strategy in using herbicide applications.

More importantly, demo-tour attendees
saw how ULV side trimming applications
are done and how the herbicide prevented
the treated limbs from leafing out. 

General Foreman Roy Hess of the Steve
Miller Region in New Jersey learned a lot
about the new side trimming method since
he oversaw the crew performing the 
applications in 2001 and this year.

“When I saw that we were able to 
‘side trim’ more spans in less time than it
would have taken us to trim and clean up 
mechanically, I knew this method had great
potential,” commented Roy. “And we
didn’t have to move in any specialized
equipment to do the job.”

Roy and his crew have worked with
Conectiv to fine tune the application

As a result of using Thinvert RTU®,
Krenite®S, and trained Asplundh
personnel, the treated area is
clearly distinguished from the
untreated area which was near a
residence. Use of the ULV Thinvert
application system provides a
higher percentage of control,
reduced understory damage of
desirable vegetation, and higher
crew productivity. Depending on
the condition of the right-of-way
and its visibility to the public, this
side trimming method can be a
valuable tool in managing vegetation
cost-effectively.

Crew Leader John Hymer of the Steve
Miller Region in New Jersey demonstrates
the self-contained Thinvert Side-trimm’r™

application system which simply attaches
to the bucket of a standard 55-foot

Asplundh lift. Using a Widecast™ #1554
nozzle, a 15-foot swath of uniform droplets

makes it possible to treat 2,500 feet per
day at a rate of 5 to 7 gallons per vertical
acre. The system requires that the herbicide

(in this case, Krenite®S) be blended with
Thinvert RTU® which encapsulates the 

herbicide to reduce drift and improves the
wetability, penetration and absorption 

into the plants’ stomata.

Upon arriving at the Conectiv-
Asplundh-DuPont demo-tour in 
New Jersey in August, more than 50 
attendees learned first hand about a
new variation in side trimming with
herbicides. Ultra low volume 
herbicide applications—whether 
for side trimming, cut/stubble or
selective backpack projects—are
just another example of the many
Asplundh innovations in vegetation 
management. While not practical
for every situation, this method is
another excellent “tool in the 
toolbox” for vegetation managers.

T

method.  Now, a three-person crew with a
lift truck can ULV side trim the walls of
the right-of-way and selectively treat
undesirable vegetation on the floor—all
in one pass through the right-of-way.

If you or your utility or both would like
more information, a presentation or a
demonstration, please contact Joe Lentz 
via e-mail: jlentz@asplundh.com or 
215-760-9420.
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Tools Of The Trade On Parade

t was an exciting and proud moment to
step up to the microphone on September 20
and introduce some of the latest innovations
in equipment and tools during the 2002
Supervisors’ Meeting Trade Show at the
Home Office in Willow Grove.

Many of these new concepts in chippers,
lifts, off-road and construction equipment
—as well as the tools and apparel that
accompany them—will help to make our
employees more productive and safe. 
Likewise, all these great new ideas can 
ultimately help make our services more
economical for our customers.

Although almost everyone in the entire
Equipment/Purchasing Departments was
involved in supporting this event in some
way, I want to especially thank Equipment
Transport Supervisor Dave Ramsden and
Purchasing Manager Scott Lambrecht.
They did a great job coordinating all the
suppliers and logistics. I also want to thank
the more than 31 vendors from all over the
country who participated so enthusiastically.
It was an outstanding event that we will
surely long remember.

For those who missed it, the following
photos will give you a glimpse of the show.

Looking down from one of the
many aerial lifts on display in the
Home Office parking lot, you can see
some of the more than 30 pieces of
‘rolling iron’ that came to the Trade
Show on September 20. In the 
background you can see the vendor
tent where 31 suppliers and several
Home Office Departments got a
chance to interact with the dozens of
supervisors in the field who they serve.

Shown here is a reconditioned Ford
tractor from Hinton Mitchem with a rear-
mounted FAE flail mower. This type of
mowing deck grinds up the brush and
directs it downward, making it possible to
operate this unit closer to human activity.

I

Checking out the gas powered augers at
the Stihl display, were (L to R) Utility Pole

Technologies Regional Managers 
Chris Eddy, Jerry Givens, Greg Batchelor

and Bob Hoover. The 2002 Supervisors’
Trade Show featured tools and equipment for
almost every service that Asplundh  provides,

not just the tree-related products.   

Cobb County Tractor supplied this
PosiTrack carrier with a front-mounted
FAE flail mower. The tracked mower is
well suited for projects where ground
pressure sensitivity or other environmental
issues are concerns.

This new Cobb County Woods Boss tractor has a
Brown Brush Monitor mounted at the rear. The Brush
Monitor is a combination mowing deck and low volume
herbicide application system. Brush is cut in the
mowing chamber and discharged at the side while a
separate chamber applies herbicide to the stubble.

More than 150 supervisors from Asplundh
and its subsidiaries packed the bleachers and
the surrounding parking lot to watch the parade
of equipment. Employees from the Home Office
also took turns coming out to learn a little about the
equipment for which they handle the paperwork.

By Ed Marx
General Manager, Equipment Department
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When low-ground-pressure equipment is 
needed on an environmentally sensitive 

right-of-way, this All Track carrier could be the
answer. Mounted with a Terex C4045 Commander
digger derrick, this particular unit also features a
pin-on personnel bucket, eliminating the need for

a personnel lift to follow the digger derrick in
order to install the cross arms and power lines.

This reconditioned Timberjack is
fitted with an Altec LRV60-E70 
‘scissor style’ aerial lift. As pictured
here, the height is under 11 ft. 6 in.,
making it possible to minimize the
requirements for oversize permits
when transporting the unit. On the
back is Joe Lentz of the Arborchem
Products Division, discussing the
Thinvert Side-Trimm’r herbicide
application system attached to 
the bucket.

Towed behind Wood/Chuck’s backyard
chipper was the new Wood/Chuck Hyroller
1200 CF disc chipper which features a curbside
feed table at the front of the trailer. This avoids
the hazard of having the operator’s back to the 
traffic. Another important feature is the fact that
the chipper engine is in the rear, preventing
chip dust interference with the engine’s radiator.
Wood/Chuck previewed this unit and several
others at a special demonstration in Willow
Grove earlier in the summer.

A new underground construction offering came
from Terex in the form of this tracked Mini Excavator.
The primary advantage of this unit is the fact that it
can get into tight places to dig narrow trenches at
various angles. The Mini Excavator can do this
because the backhoe arm is capable of pivoting 60
degrees in either direction from the center of its base.

Another offering from Altec was this 
self-propelled TA35 aerial lift mounted 
on a Wood/Chuck-manufactured carrier.
Designed for backyard work, the telescopic
articulating boom provides adequate height
and maneuverability for most rear lot power
lines. A variety of productivity-boosting
backyard lifts were on display during the
2002 Supervisors’ Meeting Trade Show.

The newest generation of Jarraff side trimmers
came to Willow Grove to peak the interest of many
supervisors who are responsible for helping 
utilities reclaim their rights-of-way. The 70-foot
telescopic boom is mounted on a tracked carrier—
adding a low-ground-pressure benefit to this high
production unit. 

Vermeer was out to impress our construction
supervisors with the versatility of the V120
trencher tractor, shown here with the RW8540
Rockwheel attachment. This device can effectively
cut a narrow trench into rock, concrete or asphalt
and shoot the debris into a pile next to the trench.
Once the cable has been installed, the V120’s front
plow can then be used to refill the trench.

Leading off the 2002 parade was a Wood/Chuck
SP-17 self-propelled disc chipper, which several
Asplundh regions have already put to use as a
heavy duty backyard chipper. Instead of dragging
brush to the roadside chipper, you can take the
SP-17 right to the work site and leave the chips for
the property owner to use.

Excavating around existing electric,
gas or telecommunications lines can be
done with greater speed, precision and
safety with a Vactor HydroExcavator.

Using high pressured water, this machine
hydraulically excavates and vacuums up

the debris to expose the underground lines. 
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Measuring What Didn’t Happen

Safety Success Is No Accident

Lots of things are easy to measure:
trees, miles, units, removals, costs, etc.
Some things are much more difficult to
measure. For instance try to measure the
impact of our safety program. Aren’t we
really trying to measure what ‘didn’t 
happen’?  When safety supervisors visit 
a region their primary goal is to keep 
accidents from happening, and how can
you measure what didn’t happen?

For the past several major storms,
Asplundh safety supervisors have gone
into the storm area as sort of a ‘behind-the-
scenes player’. The front page of a local
newspaper might show the uprooted tree,
the convoy of tree crews arriving on the
scene, or the power lines going back up
after the trees were removed. The glory,
rightly so, goes to the employees holding
the chain saws who actually make it 
happen. The people ‘behind the scenes’
unfortunately remain in the background.

One of our safety supervisors was even
starting to question whether his presence
during a storm emergency was even
noticed, let alone having an impact. To
help answer that question, take a moment
to read parts of an actual letter mailed to
the Willow Grove office after a recent
storm. I think it says it all. 

by Pat Jacobs, Loss Prevention Supervisor

Dear Safety Department:
I’m a trimmer trainee working in the (intentionally left out)

Region. I was out-of-state working on the recent storm. The
hours were long and the work was very difficult. As you know
the weather conditions were very nasty. Near the end of the day
on Thursday evening a guy named (Safety Supervisor’s name
intentionally left out) pulled up on our crew. I was dragging brush
away from a driveway right by a power line that had been
knocked down in the storm. The line was obviously dead.

Before he even said ‘Hi’, your Safety Supervisor started
yelling at me because I was walking too close to the power line.
He talked about always treating power lines as hot, even if they
are on the ground, and then left our work site. As he got back in 
his car to drive away, I remember thinking about what a jerk 
he was and how the only thing that he noticed was something
that was wrong.  

I would probably still feel that way except for something that
happened just a few minutes after he left our crew. The line was
accidentally re-energized. If you have never seen a power line on
the ground get energized, it’s really something to see. The 7200-
volt line sparked, flashed, and jumped back and forth across the
wet grass for several seconds before it made a loud boom and
kicked out the fuse again. It left large burnt spots in the grass
and dirt wherever it touched the ground.

I hope that this letter will find its way back to (Safety Supervisor’s
name). He more than likely saved my life and I just wanted to 
say thanks. 

I hope that he gets my message.
Thanks,
(Name intentionally left out)

4The Asplundh TREE                          Autumn Issue 2002



Congratulations go out to the entire Rod Cornett Region in Illinois who
chalked up a remarkable 3.6 million man-hours on the property of ComEd
without a lost-time accident! In early October each and every employee
responsible for this achievement received a commemorative hat embroidered
with their name. Shown above wearing these special hats are ComEd Acting
Vegetation Management Director Ed Cunningham (left) and ComEd 
Safety/Quality Specialist Randy Bare (right) who joined with Manager Rod
Cornett (center) to display the Two Million and Three Million Man-hours
Without A Lost-Time Accident plaques. We’ll learn more about how this
“safety success” was accomplished in the Holiday issue. Great job!

Asplundh Tree Expert Co.
Risk Management Dept.

708 Blair Mill Road
Willow Grove, PA 19090

Trust me, we all got the message. 

Sometimes, it really is the thing that
didn’t happen that counts the most! This
short handwritten letter did more to refuel
the efforts of the Safety Supervisors than
any front page picture in any newspaper
could ever do!

This letter was not written by a newspaper
or TV reporter, or even a customer. It was
written by an Asplundh tree trimmer on
one of our crews who responded to a 
recent major storm. It wasn’t typed up 
on letterhead stationery—it was simply
handwritten on notebook style paper.

If you have a “Safety Success” story
where a simple safety procedure or piece of
protective equipment prevented an injury
or accident, we would really like to hear
from you. Please send it to:

t Meter Reader Wes List (right) is one of 245 Utility Meter Services
(UMS) employees who received $250 safety bonus checks this summer!
Supervisor Bobby Smith (left) of the UMS office that serves the Eastern
Division of Alabama Power Co. ‘did the honors’ for Wes. The UMS
Safety Recognition Program commenced on June 1, 2001 and to be 
eligible for the Reward Level One $250 Bonus, an employee had to work
12 continuous months without any avoidable private property damage,
company equipment damage, customer equipment damage, or on-the-job
injury. Congratulations to all who qualified and keep up the safety
record so you can eventually qualify for the $500 and $1,000 bonuses!

u In recognition of UMS’s safety achievements over the past year, 
special awards were presented to (L to R) UMS Vice President of 

Operations Kyle Williams, Regional Manager Chuck Desjarlais, Regional
Manager Rich McCann and Safety Specialist Jason Nadalsky during the

2002 Asplundh Supervisors’ Meeting in September. They were responsible
for the implementation of the UMS Safety Recognition Program described

above and other safety training initiatives. One of the most interesting
training programs is led by Jason who operates a ‘hands-on’

defensive driving course. Be sure to read the Holiday issue 
to find out more. Congratulations UMS!

UMS Safety Achievements Recognized

ComEd and Asplundh Celebrate
Safety Record

Measuring What Didn’t Happen cont’d
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At one of 15 different PR events during
the 2002 Tour des Trees, the National
Tree Trust’s Tim Womick, a veteran
Tour rider, “edu-tains” children in Port
Angeles, Washington with the assistance of
a creature named Professor Arboretum.

With this year’s total, Asplundh’s 8th
Annual Golf Outing has raised over
$150,000 for the research and education
that is supported by The TREE Fund. 
The cool temperatures and cloudy skies
on the morning of July 28 didn’t dampen
the spirits of these dedicated players 
(L to R):  Gary O’Neil of American 
Electric Power, Mark Styslinger of 
Altec Industries, Company President
Scott Asplundh and Dennis Goforth of
Southco. Thanks to all who participated!

After riding 600 miles from Seattle to British
Columbia and back around Puget Sound to

Seattle again, Tour des Trees Riders paused
for a photo at the foot of a beautiful Sequoia

in Mercerdale Park just before their grand
entrance to the ISA Field Day on July 28.

Writer/Editor Kristin Wild (4th from the
right in 1st row standing) pedalled portions

of the tour in addition to assisting 
with the Tour’s PR events.

No, that’s not the Seattle skyline! 
It’s the Philadelphia skyline and it symbolizes the

exciting weekend getaway in the “City of Brotherly
Love” that Asplundh donated to The TREE Fund’s
Gala Auction on July 29. The airfare, hotel, dinner

and entertainment package generated $1,500 to 
support valuable research and education.

eattle, Washington—home to big trees,
Starbucks coffee and Boeing aircraft—was
the host city for the 78th Annual Conference
of the International Society of Arboriculture.
Held on July 28-31, this year’s theme was
“Old Growth & New Technology”.

As a leader in utility vegetation 
management, Asplundh has been a longtime
supporter of the ISA’s work to improve the
knowledge, expertise and professionalism in
the industry. In addition to meeting with
many Asplundh customers, old and new,
the annual ISA conference is where several
fundraising efforts culminate into actual
dollars and cents. The money raised pays
for research and education to benefit all of
us in the industry.

This year, the money was poured into a
newly named pot—The Tree Research &
Education Endowment Fund. The TREE
Fund represents a merger of the former ISA
Research Trust and the National Arborist
Foundation, two well established supporters
of tree research and education. Asplundh
once again did its part to help generate
funds through its annual golf outing and
other contributions to the Tour des Trees
and the Gala Auction.

For the eighth year in a row, Asplundh
raised almost $20,000 of “green” on the
greens through a sponsored Golf Outing.
This year, golfers got an early morning
start on the first day of the conference,
playing a scramble format at the nearby
Willow Run Golf Course. The winning team
was Sachin Mohan and Gary Mullane who
scored a 57. Our thanks go out to all the
players and hole sponsors, as well as Altec
and Terex Telelect who sponsored the 
breakfast and lunch, respectively. 

By far the biggest money raiser for 
The TREE Fund (over $330,000) was 
the 11th Annual Tour des Trees, a 600-mile
cycling tour that takes place the week
before the conference. Once again Asplundh
supported the Tour by providing a 15-person
van and PR support. Kristin Wild from
Asplundh’s Corporate Communications
Department coordinated media coverage of

S

various tree plantings and also raised
over $2,000 on her own to help 
The TREE Fund cause.

Participants in the Fourth Annual
Gala Auction on July 29 bid on over 100
items including an Asplundh-donated
weekend getaway to Philadelphia.

Asplundh Supports New TREE Fund
At Annual ISA Conference

Lest we forget, many thanks go to Vice
President Mick Kavran and the Seattle area
team of friendly and helpful supervisors,
general foremen and office staff. They
drove vans, ran errands, stored supplies,
assisted with the display booths and hauled
people and things all over Seattle!
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Dave Krause, former manager of the Arborchem
Products Division, advanced to general manager
of our pole maintenance subsidiary, Utility Pole
Technologies, Inc. (UPT) in September. Vice
President Brent Asplundh sponsors the subsidiary.

Dave started working for the company during
summer breaks from college. He worked as a
spray technician, climber, equipment operator and

New Managers in the Field and Utility Pole Technologies

New Managers in the Willow Grove Home Office

Danny Rampani, former supervisor in Hawaii
under Vice President Dave Stall, was promoted 
to manager of a newly created region there in 
September. Vice President Matt Asplundh 
sponsors the Rampani Region.

A 25-year Asplundh veteran, Danny started out on
a tree crew in his home state of Missouri in 1977.
By 1982, he had advanced to general foreman and

four years later, he was promoted to supervisor. In 1989, Danny transferred
to the Stall Region to start up and oversee Asplundh’s operations in the
state of Hawaii. As a manager, his responsibilities include overseeing 
tree crews working on the properties of various utilities, municipalities
and resorts throughout the Hawaiian Islands. Danny studied business
administration at Longview Community College in Missouri and is also a
graduate of the Military Police Academy. He served almost seven years
in  the U.S. Army and National Guard. He is member of the Western
Chapter of the ISA and is an ISA Certified Arborist. 

John Dettl joined the Corporate Administration
Department in September as the company’s Labor
Relations Manager. He reports to Manager of 
Corporate Administration Jim Hines.

With 25 years of experience in labor relations and
human resources, John has successfully negotiated
more than 400 union contracts for various companies

Chris Barone joined Asplundh’s Corporate
Accounting Department in July as Manager of
Financial Reporting. He reports to Controller
George Licci.

Chris brings to Asplundh more than 15 years of
experience in financial accounting and reporting in
both international and national firms. Starting out
as a financial analyst in 1986 in New Jersey, Chris

moved up to audit manager for an international accounting firm two years
later. In 1994, he moved into the retail industry as corporate controller for
the nation’s largest kiosk-based jewelry retailer. Chris’s experiences in all
aspects of accounting, acquisitions and information systems are a great
background for his responsibilities in financial reporting for Asplundh. A
graduate of Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, he earned a
bachelor’s degree in finance in 1986 and is a Certified Public Accountant 
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Ed Marx, former Labor Relations Manager for
Asplundh, was named General Manager of the
Equipment Department in June. He reports to 
Secretary-Treasurer Joe Dwyer.

A 31-year Asplundh veteran, Ed has held various
positions in the company and his experience has
brought him in touch with every management
region and many customers. He joined Asplundh in

1971 as an employee benefits supervisor and by 1974, he had advanced
to office services manager. In 1986, Ed became a full-time assistant to
then President Edward Asplundh where he gained experience in labor
relations. His role evolved into a new position as the company’s labor
relations manager in 1990. Ed’s management expertise and understanding
of the company’s fleet objectives will be well used in his role as General
Manager of the Equipment Department. Ed earned a bachelor’s degree in
management from Philadelphia University.

Jeff Duncan, former supervisor in the Mel Riley
Region in Kansas and Missouri, was promoted in
August to manager of Asplundh operations in
parts of Indiana and Ohio. Vice President Steven
Asplundh sponsors the Jeff Duncan Region.

Born in Massachusetts, Jeff got his start with an
Asplundh tree crew in 1979 in Connecticut. By
1984 he had advanced to general foreman and two

years later, he transferred to Missouri. In October 1995, Jeff was promoted
to supervisor and since then, he has been recognized several times for
achievements in safety and cost control. He attended the Asplundh 
Supervisory Training Program in 1986 and served six years in the Air
National Guard. Jeff’s management responsibilities include overseeing
Asplundh vegetation management crews working on the properties of
various investor-owned, rural electric cooperative and municipal utilities
in parts of Indiana and Ohio. He is an ISA Certified Arborist.

Management Update

foreman until 1979 when he joined Asplundh full-time as a general foreman
after graduating from Michigan State University. He earned a bachelor’s
degree in wildlife management with a minor in forestry. In 1980, Dave
advanced to chemical supervisor and four years later, he became a field
supervisor in western Pennsylvania. In 1987, he was promoted to marketing
manager for the company and two years later, Dave returned to his herbicide
background to serve Arborchem as its manager. As UPT’s general manager,
Dave oversees all aspects of the company’s sales and the operation of pole
inspection, treatment and reinforcement services throughout the United States.

across the country. John started his career in 1977, working for the State
of Michigan after earning a bachelor’s degree in public affairs management
from Michigan State University. He moved into management of corporate
industrial relations in 1984 and six years later, joined a large hotel/food
services corporation where he directed employee relations and human
resources programs. In 1997, John became vice president of labor relations
for a nationwide armored truck service. At Asplundh, he is responsible
for assisting in labor contract negotiations, administration and training.
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Sallie Theis, former management assistant and
office supervisor in the Field Personnel Department,
advanced to a new position as Manager of Personnel
Compliance and Reporting. She reports to Manager
of Corporate Administration Jim Hines.

Sallie joined Asplundh in 1991 to work in the Input
Operations Department where she served as a group
leader for payroll records and helped to implement a

Direct Deposit Program. In 1996, she transferred into Field Personnel where
her administrative and supervisory responsibilities greatly increased with 
the demand for reporting on personnel issues. She also assisted in planning 
corporate meetings and training programs. In her new management role, 
Sallie is responsible for the company’s programs in Affirmative Action
Plans, Equal Employment Opportunities Commission reporting, H2B
visas, I-9 documentation compliance and Department of Labor reporting.

Scott Harmon, former general foreman in the
Kansas City, Missouri area under Vice President
Mel Riley, advanced to supervisor in August. 
The Riley Region is sponsored by Vice President
Brent Asplundh.

With five years of prior experience in city park 
supervision and maintenance, Scott decided to join
an Asplundh tree crew in March 1998. The following

year, he advanced to foreman and in February 2000, he was promoted to
general foreman overseeing crews working for the City of Kansas City,
Missouri. As a supervisor, he oversees crews working on the properties of
Kansas City Power & Light Co. and the City of Kansas City. A September
2001 graduate of the Asplundh Supervisory Training Program, Scott also
earned a bachelor’s degree in outdoor education from Southwest Missouri
State University in Springfield. He is an ISA Certified Arborist.

Marshall “Marty” Straw joined our line 
construction subsidiary, Asplundh Construction
Corp. (ACC), in June as a supervisor under 
Manager Ron Magee. Vice President Brent
Asplundh sponsors the Magee Region of ACC.

A native Pennsylvanian, Marty brings to ACC
more than 20 years of experience in distribution,
substation and transmission line construction for

various electrical contractors. Most recently, he worked as superintendent-
construction manager for a line construction firm based in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania. As a supervisor for ACC, Marty oversees overhead and
underground electric line crews working on the properties of Allegheny
Power, First Energy and municipal utilities in Pennsylvania, West Virginia
and Ohio. Marty will be attending the Asplundh Supervisory Training
Program for construction employees in late October 2002. He has received
fiber optic training and is certified in Confined Space and First Aid/CPR.

Eric Albert, former general foreman in the Tom
McDonnell Region in Virginia, was promoted to
supervisor in September. Vice President Gregg
Asplundh sponsors the McDonnell Region.

Eric joined Asplundh in 1990 with over four years
of prior tree crew experience in Virginia. In 1991,
he advanced to foreman of a street lighting crew
and continued to oversee vegetation management

crews until 1997 when he was promoted to general foreman. As a field
supervisor, Eric is currently responsible for overseeing Asplundh crews
working in the Eastern Division of Dominion Virginia Power. He is a
June 1998 graduate of the Asplundh Supervisory Training Program and is
studying for the ISA Certified Arborist and Commercial Applicators exams. 

Scott Bailey, former general foreman in Minnesota,
advanced to supervisor in September 2001. He works
under Manager Keith Erickson. Unfortunately, the
Corporate Communications Department missed his
promotion notice so we apologize for the late
announcement! The Erickson Region is sponsored by
Vice President Steven Asplundh.

Scott came to work on an Asplundh tree crew in
his home state of Minnesota in 1983. Within two years, he advanced to
foreman and in 1994, Scott was promoted to general foreman under now
retired Vice President Paul Erickson. He attended the Asplundh Supervisory 
Training Program in March 1997. Scott is responsible for overseeing
Asplundh crews working on the property of Xcel Energy. A member of
the Minnesota Society of Arboriculture, Scott is also an ISA Certified
Arborist, licensed pesticide applicator, and a First Aid/CPR Instructor.

Mark Ditto joined our roadway lighting maintenance
and construction subsidiary, American Lighting & 
Signalization, Inc. (ALS) in July. He works as a
supervisor under ALS Manager Richard Calledare.
Vice President Brent Asplundh sponsors ALS.

Originally from Virginia, Mark brings to ALS almost
15 years of experience in highway maintenance

inspection and management from Virginia to Puerto Rico. Most recently

Ryan Swier, a former field supervisor in Illinois,
was promoted to Field Personnel Manager of
Training and Development at the Willow Grove
Home Office in October. He reports to Manager of
Corporate Administration Jim Hines.

Originally from Pennsylvania, Ryan started with 
the company in 1991 working on a tree crew during
summer breaks from college. In 1994, he began

working full-time with Asplundh after earning a bachelor’s degree in 
secondary education mathematics from Kutztown University. Ryan 
transferred to Illinois in 1997 and advanced to general foreman the following
year. In 1999, he was promoted to supervisor, overseeing crews on the 
property of ComEd in the Chicago area. In his new position, Ryan handles
training and recruiting for salaried positions in the field. He is a member of
the Utility Arborist Association and is an ISA Certified Arborist.

New Managers in the Willow Grove Home Office continued ...

New Supervisors for the Tree Co. and Subsidiaries
he was an operations manager for a highway signing, lighting, signalization
and fiber optics contractor in Florida. In addition to serving three years in
the U.S. Marine Corps, Mark earned associate’s degrees in civil engineering
and business administration from Thomas Nelson Community College
and Central Virginia Community College, respectively. He also holds
numerous certificates—from pavement marking to work site traffic safety.
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rchids
Letters and telephone calls were received complimenting the following 
foremen and their crews working on the property of the utility or organization
listed below the employees’ names. This listing covers all “Orchids” that were
received in the Corporate Communications Dept. between May 16 and 
August 15, 2002. For their outstanding job performance or special volunteer
efforts, we say . . .

Thank you and congratulations!
O

ALABAMA
Dean Shouse, Journeyman Carlton
Nowling and Crew Member 
Woody Gray,
Riviera Utilities

ALBERTA
General Foreman Duncan
Lawrence, Foreman Kerry 
House and Trimmer/Climber 
Chris McDonald,
UtiliCorp Networks Canada

ARIZONA
Larry Stauffacher and Trimmer/
Climber Tony Brower,
Salt River Project
(three letters were received)

ARKANSAS
Roger Baker, William Sled and 
John Warren,
Entergy Corp.
General Foreman Steve Larson,
Foreman Justin Bybee and Crews,
Entergy Corp.

AUSTRALIA
Frank Devine and Crew Member 
Dale Smith,
Ergon Energy
Clancy O’Reilly and Crew Member 
Wes Redman,
Ergon Energy

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Dale Buday and Crew Members
Tom Hayes and Von Rywaczuk, for 
administering basic first aid to an
injured co-worker, and for then taking
the co-worker to a local ambulance 
station for further treatment, 
UtiliCorp Networks Canada

CALIFORNIA
General Foreman Delfino Herrera
and Foremen Jaime Gil and 
Cirilo Loera, 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co.

CONNECTICUT
Permissions Person Matt
Klimkosky, Foremen Scott Gary,
Ryan Lamadeleine and Edward 
Newman and Apprentice Mike

Cerutti, for their hard work in 
cleaning up the Quiddity Preserve 
project site in Bethany, Connecticut,
The Nature Conservancy
Pete Milfort and Trimmer/Climbers
Jared Colon and Michael Sanchez,
Connecticut Light & Power
General Foreperson Margaret
Samela, Foreman Brian Butler and
Apprentice Julio Hernandez,
Connecticut Light & Power

Permissions Person Al Vancour, for
his excellent customer service skills,
Connecticut Light & Power

DELAWARE
Mark Murray and Journeymen 
Tracy Dugan, Joe Kennedy, Alex 
Monclova-Rodriguez and Eddie 
Tippitt, Jr., 
Conectiv

FLORIDA
Will Baker and Timothy Underwood,
Florida Power & Light
General Foreman Tommy Bishop,
for donating palm tree fronds to the
Gulf Power American Cancer Society

Relay for Life team,
Gulf Power Co.
Tim Bragg and Crew,
Gulf Power Co.
Juan Castro and Juan Lopez, for 
donating their time to provide free 
tree trimming services as a prize to
benefit the Northern Palm Beaches
Annual Heart Ball,
Florida Power & Light

Clayton Conley, Jr. and 
George Steurer and Crews,
Florida Power & Light
Salvatore Falcha and Crew,
Florida Power & Light
General Foreman John Foster 
and Crews,
Florida Power & Light
General Foreman Wilson Gonzalez,
Florida Power & Light
Johnny Gooden, for making sure a
mailbox damaged by him and his crew
was repaired in a timely manner,
Tallahassee Electric Dept.

Adin Hernandez and Caesar Sancho
and Journeyman Juan Cabrera,
Florida Power & Light
Terry Hoover and Trimmer/Climber
Charles Wheat,
Florida Power Corp.
General Foreman Ron Jacobson,
Foreman Sonny Merrill and Crew,
Florida Power & Light
Supervisor Tim Jessup, General
Foremen Francis Chase, Tim Clark,
Keith Hudson, Steve Iachetta, Ron
Jacobson, Bill Pearson, Tim Rounds,
Rick Shoults and Gene Smith, Jr.
and Crews, for their hard work in
helping to remove trees and debris so a
new feeder tie could be installed,
Florida Power & Light
Chris Johnson, Journeyman 
Darrel Kessinger and Apprentice
Karl Tucker,
Florida Power & Light
(two letters were received)
Gary Raulerson, Groundman Rick
Webb and Crew Members John
Manucy and Matt Wilkerson,
Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Carlos Sexto and Journeyman 
Argelio Almodovar,
City of Homestead Electric Utility

GEORGIA
Railroad Division General Foreman
Joe Morrison, Equipment Operator
Jim Temple and Crews,
CSX Railroad
General Foreman Rockey Sullivan,
for volunteering his time to help 
repair and restore a home for the
“Rebuilding Together with Christmas
in April” program,
Georgia Power Company
Dwayne Wilson and Crew,
Cobb County EMC

ILLINOIS
General Foreman Greg Great 
and Foremen Bob Hardin and 
John Stewart, Jr.,
ComEd
John Leigh and Crew,
ComEd

From a letter to Manager Mike English regarding General Foreman
Delfino Herrera and Foremen Jaime Gil and Cirilo Loera, working
for Pacific Gas & Electric Co. in California:
These young men ... were professional, personable, and left the work
place immaculate. They are a credit to your company and we hope
they can come back when we need further work.

Dr. and Mrs. Richard C. Bingham
From a letter to General Foreman David Lundeen concerning 
Foreman Mark Murray and Journeymen Tracy Dugan, Joe
Kennedy, Alex Monclova-Rodriguez and Eddie Tippitt, Jr., who
work in Delaware on the property of Conectiv:
... Each member of this team took time to treat their job as a 
professional responsibility – not just another yard on another day,
marking time with a utility customer that didn’t matter. ... We must
never overlook the real needs we have in our communities to have
people willing to work in dangerous jobs that get little or no recognition.
Real strength in our communities and our lives also comes from the
quiet heroes who go about their often less than glamorous jobs with
a committed resolve to quietly make a difference one job, one day at
a time without the expectation of praise or recognition. The crew you
sent to my home did just that. While it might not seem to be a big or
noteworthy issue to other people, it is with small steps and individual
acts that goodwill, trust and confidence are gained. 

Ms. Mary Rush
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Asplundh Railroad Division Vice
President Tom Mayer and 
Mechanical Services Manager Jim
Welsh, for donating railroad engineer
“Balloon Men” figurines to the 8th
annual “For The Children Handcar
Races” raffle and auction, which 
raises money to purchase medical
equipment for children’s hospitals
across the country,
Union Pacific Railroad
Asplundh Railroad Division General
Foreman Joe Morrison, Foreman
Joe Stayton and Equipment 
Operator Jim Temple, 
Union Pacific Railroad
Jesus Rodriguez and Crew Member
Vicente Torres,
ComEd
Jesus Rodriguez, Journeyman
Bobby Winton and Crew Member
Vicente Torres, for coming to the aid
of an elderly woman whose electric
lung batteries failed during a planned
power outage,
ComEd
General Forman Carl Tega, for
donating savings bonds and his time to
the Springfield City Water, Light &
Power Arbor Day celebration,
Springfield City Water, Light & Power

INDIANA
Marvin Craig, Jr. and Crew,
Cinergy/PSI Energy

KANSAS
Terry Dishon, Trimmer/Climber
Clanton Cunningham and Crew, for
their courtesy and professionalism,
Westar Energy
General Foreman Mike Edgecomb,
Foremen Willie Cooks and Jose 
Gallardo and Crews,
Westar Energy

KENTUCKY
Donnie Conner and Crew,
Blue Grass Energy
General Foreman Gary Minter,
Foreman Scottie Wilburn, 
Journeyman Colin Wilburn,
Groundman Charles Still and 
Crew Member Earnest Barlow,
Kentucky Utilities Co.
Utility Pole Technologies Foreman
Marcus Sparks and Groundmen
Chris Buirge and Gary 
Christopherson, for their hard work
performing pole inspections in 
100º+ heat on July 29,
Air Products & Chemicals, Inc.

LOUISIANA
General Foreman Cecil Cottongin,
Foremen Joseph Butler and Milton
Jackson and Crews,
Entergy
General Foreman Jerry Rushing,
Foreman Jerry Williams and Crews,
AEP

MAINE
Dan Anderson and Crew,
Bangor Hydro

General Foreman Thomas 
Kostenbader, Foremen Shon 
Erskine and Justin Knowlton and
Trimmer/Climbers Dusty Carter
and Jason Knowlton, for their 
professionalism and customer service
skills in completing removals and 
trimming for the Maine DOT Route 1 
widening project,
Central Maine Power Co.

MARYLAND
Permissions Person Phil Mooney,
Potomac Electric Power Company

Permissions Person Phil Mooney,
Foreman Jose Escobar and Crew, 
for saving Potomac Electric Power 
Co. the time and expense of removing
a tree by looking into whether or not 

the tree marked for removal was 
actually in the right-of-way (it wasn’t),
Potomac Electric Power Co.

MASSACHUSETTS
Richard Gleason and Crew Member
Frank Belville,
The Town of Belmont Highway Dept.

MICHIGAN
Permissions Person Randy Cory, for
volunteering to participate in Career

Day at East Jordan Elementary School,
Grand Haven Board of Light & Power
General Foreman Mark Pitt, 
Foremen Tony Coburn, Chris 
Girdham and Daniel O’Brien, for 
the excellent job they did trimming 
and clearing debris from the YMCA 
Kimball Camp Nature Center in 
Reading, Michigan,
Consumers Power

MINNESOTA
Derek Jackson and Brian Jacobsen
and Journeyman Jim Harris,
Owatonna Public Utilities
Permissions Person Jim Staubs,
Foremen Jerry Bosma and 
Chad Metsala and Journeyman 
Ben Gregory,
Xcel Energy

General Foreman Wes Washek, 
Foremen Gary Palmer and Terry
Wolske and Trimmer/Climbers
David Panek and Ramiro Loa,
Xcel Energy

MISSISSIPPPI
Allen Ramey, Equipment Operator
James McCauley and Apprentice
Leonard Chiles,
Mississippi Power Co.

MISSOURI
Marty Hardin and Crew Member
David Diggs,
Ameren UE

NEBRASKA
Permissions Person Bob Croft, 
Foreman Mike Elliott, Crew 
Member Fred Renzelman and
Apprentice Don Clark,
Omaha Public Power District
Permissions Person Tom Lee, 
Foreman Bruce Rempe and 
Apprentice David Moya,
Omaha Public Power District

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Tim Cutter and Groundman 
Robert James,
Concord Electric Company

NEW JERSEY
Bob Havens and Mark Venanzi,
Trimmer/Climber Daryl Mercantini
and Groundman Wayne Gilbert,
PSE&G
Ken Lenker and Journeyman 
Vince Keever,
Conectiv/Atlantic Electric
Jack Young and Trimmer/Climber
Josh Adams,
PSE&G

NEW YORK
General Foreman Jan Adamiak,
Foreman Scott Plocharczyk and
Trimmer/Climber Sean O’Dell,
Orange & Rockland Utilities
Don “Dino” Elwood and Willy 
Ferguson and Crews,
NYSE&G
Supervisor Brian Fuge and General
Foreman Jose Jordan, for volunteering
their time to help with the Garvies
Point Museum and Preserve Long
Island Volunteer Project,
KeySpan Corporation
Asplundh Railroad Division 
Foreman Tom Greenwald and Crew, 
Long Island Railroad
General Foreman George “The
Hammer” Koberlein, Foreman Todd

From a letter to Blue Grass Energy about Foreman Donnie 
Conner and Crew in the Dave Ellifritz Region of Kentucky:

... I had some trees growing into my electrical lines and [Blue
Grass Energy] contacted Asplundh to help me with my problem. 
... Those employees were the most professional workers I have seen 
in a long time. They not only did a professional job on trimming
the trees, but when they left they cleaned up the job site better 
than it was when they arrived. As far as I am concerned, this 
type of employee is what made Asplundh a success. Keep up the
good work.

Mr. Hiram Bailey

From a letter to Vice President Donald Cummings regarding a
crew who works for the Town of Belmont Highway Department 
in Massachusetts:

I would like to take this opportunity to compliment Foreman
Richard Gleason and Crew Member Frank Belville. We have 
had the pleasure of working daily with these gentlemen and it 
has been a positive experience in every way. During their routine
work or emergencies, they are always cooperative and possess all
the skill and knowledge to efficiently complete the task. They have
worked with us during emergencies under difficult conditions 
for extended periods and their contribution to public safety is 
appreciated. I look forward to working with the Asplundh Tree 
Expert Co. in the coming year.

Peter J. Castanino, Highway Superintendent
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LeFever and Apprentice Clifford
Osborne, Jr.,
Niagara Mohawk

OHIO
Supervisor Kevin Gibson, General
Foreman Jurgen Robson, Foreman
Walter Grimm, Trimmer/Climber
Jessie Cochran and Journeyman
Matt Craddock,
AEP
General Foreman Harry Leroy,
Foreman Bob Pappas and Crew,
First Energy
Doug Shilt and Crew,
Dayton Power & Light Co.

OKLAHOMA
Supervisors Rick Bates and Kenny
Cuevas and Crews, for helping to
make the AEP transition a smooth one,
AEP

ONTARIO
General Foreman Dennis Giroux,
Foreman Stephane LePage and
Crew Members Charles Beauchamp
and Sylvain Daley,
Hydro Ottawa

OREGON
Angel Arellano, Groundman 
Al Nease and Crew,
Emerald PUD
Journeyman Chris Joyner 
and Crew,
Portland General Electric Co.

PENNSYLVANIA
General Foreman Joe Donlon, 
Permissions Person Jeff Carter,
Foremen Joe Dicken, Bill Dorsey 
and Scott Thomson and Trimmer/
Climbers Seniga Bailey, Jim 
Fairfield and Joe Napoleon,
PECO Energy
Mike Stief and Gary Walls and 
Journeyman Tim Trinkley, for 
donating several loads of woodchips 
to Fellowship Farm for its playground
and nature trails,
Pennsylvania Power & Light Co.
General Foreman Mike Young 
and Crews, 
First Energy

SOUTH CAROLINA
Ervin Gibson and Crew, for their 
professionalism and excellent 
customer relations skills,
Carolina Power & Light Co.

TENNESSEE
Jesse James and Crew, for their care
and efforts not to damage a resident’s 

garden, lawn and shrubbery while 
completing trimming work,
Dickson Electric System

TEXAS
Supervisor Kenny Cuevas, General
Foremen Charles Keadle, Tim
McGowan and Randy Parker and
Crews, for improving service in the
Gilmer, Longview and Mineola areas,
AEP

General Foreman Oscar Hernandez,
Foreman Mario Hernandez and 
Journeymen Mauro Lira and Marlon
Valle, for volunteering their time to

remove a large storm-split tree from the
backyard of an elderly woman,
Garland Power & Light

Manager Tim Manners and Crews,
for volunteering to remove trees from 
the property of the Kids Unlimited 
Foundation in Woodlands, Texas,
Kids Unlimited Foundation

General Foreman Jose Murillo, 
Foremen Arnulfo Chavez and 
Uriel Hernandez and Journeyman
Nicolas Cabrera,
Oncor

General Foreman Martin Sandoval
and Crews,
Texas-New Mexico Power Co.

General Foreman Phil Stephenson,
Foremen Robert Hinsley and 

Matthew McDade and Trimmer/
Climber Gary Albrecht,
Texas-New Mexico Power Co.

VERMONT
General Foreman Sean MacPhee,
Foreman Kris Dulmer and Crew,
Central Vermont Public Service Corp.

VIRGINIA
Douglas Adams and Clinton Mullins,
Groundmen Anthony Conley and
Roger Jackson and Crew Members
Brandon Adams and Teddy Dalton,
AEP

General Foreman Benny Brewer 
and Crews,
AEP

General Foreman Jerry Brookman,
Foreman Kovarick Pendleton and
Trimmer/Climber Marcus Sine, for
protecting a resident’s newly planted
trees and shrubs while removing over
200 feet of trees,
Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative

Arnoldo Cabezas-Perdomo, Salvador
Diaz and Cletus Hottle and 
Trimmer/Climber Fernando Rivera,
Dominion Virginia Power

Ronnie King and Don Roach, for
being Good Samaritans by helping a
stranded motorist repair and mount 
new tires on her car,
Verizon

General Foreman Vic Vermillion 
and Crew Members Juan A. 
Benavides and Jose G. Flores,
Dominion Virginia Power

WASHINGTON
Steve Bryant and Crew,
Snohomish County PUD
General Foreman Jamie Culp, 
Foreman John Dibble and Crew,
Fire Wise Program, Washington State
Dept. of Natural Resources
General Foreman Ron Hynes, 
Foreman Mike Griffiths, 
Groundman Don Teter and 
Crew Member Bert Wolfe,
Private Work
(two letters were received)
Terry Sampson and Crews, for 
donating their time to clear trees and
provide wood chips for the Mill A
School’s “21st Century Rural 
Opportunities After School Junior
Deputy Program” nature trails,
Skamania County PUD No. 1
(three letters were received)

WEST VIRGINIA
General Foreman Louie Mullins,
Foreman Allen Bradley and Crew
Member Keifer Tomblin,
AEP
General Foreman Jerry Rexrode and
Foreman Tom Cross, for volunteering
to re-install the rope on the Pendleton
County Court House flagpole,
Allegheny Power Systems

WISCONSIN
Jeff Stuettgen and Journeymen Bob
Makovsky and Troy Roffers, for 
the thoroughness of their trimming 
and clean up work at the Pilgrim
Lutheran Church,
WE Energies

STORM WORK
General Foreman Don Tibbs, 
Foreman Jeff Mika and Trimmer/
Climber Ray Kramer, for their quick
response to a resident’s house after
lightning struck a tree in the back yard,
leaving large cracked limbs hanging
dangerously over power lines,
NIPSCO (IN)
Utility Lines Construction Service
Foremen Jeff Caudill and Brandon
Rash, Crew Member Heath Hoopes
and Apprentices Kelly Bush, Greg
Porter and Chris Shockley of
Delaware, for their safe and efficient
teamwork to clear debris after 
thunderstorms hit Maryland on August 3,
Baltimore Gas & Electric (MD)

From an e-mail to Sponsor Steven Asplundh regarding Vice President
Tom Leverentz, Supervisors Rick Bates and Kenny Cuevas and their
Crews working on the AEP Transition in Tulsa, Oklahoma:
I meant to send this earlier, but workloads sometimes get in the way
of remembering to thank people for an excellent job. Perhaps the
work that Tom, Kenny and Rick did during the ramp up period
could get some “Asplundh TREE” coverage. This awesome task 
was handled by the Leverentz Division with a focus on safety, as 
well as beating the timeline. The efforts of this group made the 
transition as seamless as possible. As always, an excellent job by
Tom and his group.

Larry Dalrymple, Supervisor of Tulsa Region Forestry
From a letter to Vice President Mick Kavran concerning Foreman
Angel Arellano and Groundman Al Nease’s work for Emerald 
People’s Utility District (EPUD) in Oregon:
I wish to take this opportunity to express our appreciation of services
provided by EPUD for power line safety, and for the manner in
which they were accomplished by Angel Arellano and his crew.
... This is the second time Angel’s crew worked on our property in
the last several years. In both cases, he took time to personally speak
to us about upcoming tasks, provide a chance for our comments/ 
concerns. Then came the work, with teamwork resulting in a 
complete, as well as neat, culmination. ... We believe this crew is a
great addition to EPUD’s cooperative family-service image. 

Bernadette & Bob Preszler
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The Art of Saying Thank You—
And speaking of great jobs, they 

certainly do not go unnoticed in the
Steve Bostock Region! Employees, like

John, who receive complimentary 
letters or are observed performing

something exceptional not only have
their names listed in the Orchids 

section of The Asplundh TREE, but
also receive special recognition from

Steve himself. As part of the newly
introduced program, each member of 
a complimented crew receives a letter

acknowledging their customer service achievement and an Asplundh 
ballcap with the phrase “I Made A Difference” on the back. The foreman

of the crew receives an Asplundh pocket knife in addition to the ballcap. 
At the end of the year, each employee recognized has his or her name entered

into a drawing for a cash prize. One general foreman will receive $250,
five foremen receive $200 each and five crew members receive $100. The

program’s first recipient was Foreman Larry Leviner, who has had many
memorable letters of thanks sent in over the years. Let’s join in and offer our

congratulations to all our employees who go the extra mile everyday!

Working the
Graveyard Shift—
Is that some kind of
newfangled baby 
carriage? Absolutely
not! That’s John 
Herman, a foreman 
in the Steve Bostock
Region of Florida,
demonstrating how to
use ground-penetrating
radar. John uses the
strange-looking 

contraption to locate unmarked and miss-marked utilities in the Northwest
Florida area, where soil conditions are optimum for radar penetration.
This past summer, John’s knowledge was put to the test on a most unusual
task – locating graves! Construction Supervisor Dave Harris was 
contacted by Rays Chapel Baptist Church in McDavid, Florida, to help
identify unmarked graves in its over 100-year-old cemetery. His radar
skills helped locate about 50 unmarked graves, twice as many as were
thought to be on the property. Rays Chapel Cemetery Committee 
Chairperson Jacqueline Freisinger wrote a glowing letter regarding
John’s work, thanking Dave “for sending a special operator who gave 
us his best effort.” Great job, John! 

General Foremen John Rolinski and
Ray Seaman, Foremen Eric Branson
and Brian Sprague and Crews, for
quickly and safely removing debris
after a severe storm hit the Boyne City
area in the beginning of August,
Consumers Power (MI)
General Foreman Scott Nelson, 
Foreman Arde Butt and Apprentice
Jay Zimmer, for their experience and
expertise in removing several large 
cottonwood trees that were 
threatening a 12.5kV feeder,
Ravalli County Electric Co-op (MT)

Asplundh Construction Corp. Vice
President Frank Giordano, General
Foremen Curtis Friend and Shawn
Keane and Crews, for their storm
restoration efforts after severe winds 
and thunderstorms tore through New 
York on August 3,
Orange & Rockland Utilities (NY)
Vice President Doug Gober, 
General Foremen Jan Adamiak,
Ron Adelman and Mike Sheridan
and Crews, for their hard work 
clearing up the aftermath of heavy
thunderstorms and winds in New 

York on August 3,
Orange & Rockland Utilities (NY)
General Foreman Eddie Clary and
Foremen Wayne Bryant and James
Lee, for their dedication in helping
clear debris and limbs so power could
be restored to the Henderson, North 
Carolina area after strong summer 
thunderstorms hit the area on June 1,
Carolina Power & Light Co. (NC)
Thomas Westfall and Crew, for 
“busting their backs” to quickly remove
a large tree that had been damaged 

during a summer storm on June 13,
City of Hudson (OH)

The Crews of the Allen LeBlanc
Region in San Antonio, for their 
efficiency, preparedness and hard work
after heavy rains flooded areas in 
Central Texas in June,
City Public Service Board (TX)
General Foreman Donnie Franklin
and Crews, for their efforts to clear
debris so power could be restored in 
the Farmville area in early May,
Central Virginia Electric Co-op (VA)

From an e-mail to Utility Lines Construction Services Assistant Manager Mark Nauman regarding the storm work performance of Foremen
Jeff Caudill and Brandon Rash, Crew Member Heath Hoopes and Apprentices Kelly Bush, Greg Porter and Chris Shockley on the property of
Baltimore Gas & Electric (BG&E) in Maryland:
This past storm event we had on August 3-5, myself and Brian Healey were bird dogs for Utility Lines Construction Service out of Delaware.
We just wanted to let you know that the crews that were assigned to us showed outstanding workmanship. They were out of their trucks, ready
to work every time we stopped to patrol the lines. The men worked absolutely perfect together. They all knew each other’s next move – most
importantly, they worked by BG&E safety policy. These crews should be highly recommended when we encounter another storm event, when
we request out-of-town help.

Richard Sweitzer, BG&E
From an e-mail to Manager Jeff Lynch concerning General Foremen John Rolinski and Ray Seaman, Foremen Eric Branson and Brian
Sprague and Crews for their storm restoration efforts for Consumers Power in Michigan:
Just wanted you to know how helpful the tree crews were that we worked with in the Boyne City area last week. We brought some crews up
from the south to a heavily hit area in the East Jordan and Ironton areas. The tree devastation to our lines was extreme. We couldn’t do much
at all until these crews worked to clear an area for us ... they should all be thanked for a job WELL DONE! These two crews were professional,
SAFE, and very industrious and productive for us. ... We got many customers restored in the quickest amount of time.

Steven J. Benedick, Senior Field Leader, Consumers Power
From a letter to Manager Bob Atherton about storm clean-up efforts by General Foreman Eddie Clary and Foremen Wayne Bryant and James
Lee for Carolina Power & Light in Henderson, North Carolina:
This past Saturday, we had a typical summer afternoon thunderstorm, which caused widespread outages. We opened our local office and used
all our local Line and Service personnel. Without notice, three of your employees came by our office and offered their assistance. All three were
valuable resources to our team in Henderson. Serving as Storm Coordinator for our office, I wanted to express our thanks and make you aware
of this gesture. These men worked well into the morning with us to help restore power to our customers. We value the relationship we have with
these men and all the Asplundh employees of Henderson.

Donald Paynter, Senior Service Coordinator, CP&L
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Crews & News

Equipped and Ready for Anything—In April, American Electric
Power (AEP) called on General Foreman Jon Powell and his crews
from the Dave Sachs Region to quickly complete tree removals near a
69kV line for a construction project. A lift truck was needed for the job,
but being early spring in Ohio, it wasn’t long before the truck was stuck
in the mud. Knowing that Asplundh is equipped for just about any 
situation, Jon called Asplundh Supervisor Wes Washington, who was
able to acquire a Puddlejumper. The specialized 4WD lift was able to
navigate through the soggy terrain with ease. Foremen Ben Winland
(above in the bucket) and Keith Parks, and Journeyman Genardo 
Palomo were able to finish the job on schedule for AEP.

Good Job for
Ravalli County 

Electric Co-op—In
late July, an

Asplundh crew
from the Mick

Kavran Region in
Montana was

assigned the task
of cutting down

and removing
three very large

cottonwood trees,
the largest being

100 feet tall with a
trunk diameter of
six feet. The trees

were all around 100 years old, and
were beginning to rot from the inside
out. A fierce windstorm had damaged

the trees even further, tilting them 
precariously over a 12.5 kV distribution
feeder. Ready to tackle any task, General
Foreman Scott Nelson evaluated the site

with Ravalli County Electric Co-op
Line Superintendent Eric Lambert, and
then prepared Foreman Arden Butt and

Apprentice Jay Zimmer to take on the
removals. With the assistance of a lift
truck (photo at right), Arden and Jay

cut away the lower branches, then
rigged a samson rope to a Caterpillar

D8 provided by the Co-op to 
pull the tree over. The crew then cut up the tree trunks into useful 

firewood for the property owner and used the D8 to help clear the 
driveway of debris. Arden (top photo, in the white hardhat) and Jay

(standing on the hollow trunk) took a moment to document their 
momentous cottonwood takedown.

Utility’s Trimming Program Makes Headlines—Central Hudson
Gas & Electric Corp. (CHG&E) teamed up with the Larry Moore
Region in New York this summer to institute a new line clearance program
to help reduce power outages. After analyzing data collected over the
last three years, CHG&E decided to try a new increased trimming 
program along an outage-prone stretch of electric lines that run between
Greene and Dutchess Counties. Asplundh crews under General Foreman
Charles Wolfe, Jr. now trim at least an additional one percent from trees
in the utility’s current three-year trim cycle. CHG&E hopes that the 
program will reduce tree-related power outages by 50 percent in the
upcoming year. The program is already getting attention. The Ulster
County Daily Freeman ran a story and photo (above) about the program
on the front page of the June 16th paper.

Good Service Isn’t So
Hard to Find in NY—Who
says good service is hard to
find? Orange & Rockland
Utilities customer Ms. May E.
Crowell of Middletown, New
York recently applauded a
crew from the Doug Gober
Region for their excellent 
service. Ms. Crowell sent a 
letter to the Home Office,
detailing the June 16, 2002
labors of General Foreman
Jan Adamiak, Foreman Scott
Plocharczky and Trimmer/
Climber Sean O’Dell. They
were sent to Ms. Crowell’s
property to remove an ash tree
that was endangering power

lines. May was impressed by the teamwork shown by the crew, from the
careful way the crew cut the branches, to the spotless clean up of the
debris in her yard, and finally to the thoughtful and neat piling of limbs
that could be used for firewood. May even snapped some photographs 
of Scott (white 
hardhat) and Sean
(orange hardhat)
as they went about
their daily work. 
It just goes to show
that no job is 
ordinary when we
provide exceptional
service to our 
customers, like
Jan, Scott and
Sean did.

Jobs Well Done

Photo courtesy of Bob Haines/The Daily Freeman
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Good luck to all hunters
in the upcoming season!

June ASTP Grads—During the week of June 10-14, the Asplundh
Supervisory Training Program was held once again at the Home Office
in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. The school was led by Loss Control
Manager of Specialty Services Gene Nichols, who at the time was also
balancing the responsibilities of the Manager of Field Personnel. 
Standing in the back row were (L to R):  Bob Livingston, Illinois; 
David Shockley, Arizona; Tim Guetzke, Wisconsin; Anthony Santangelo, 
Florida; Lacey Hunter, Georgia; Shayne Dion, New Hampshire; Duane
Sundberg, Nebraska; and Ronnie Collins, New Mexico. Sitting in the
front row were (L to R):  John Wright, Kansas; Steven Fiorentino, 
Pennsylvania; Roger Hinton, Indiana; and Mike Sheffield, Alabama.

Herbicide Application Training—On June 18, crews in the Mike
Early Region were taught the latest and greatest herbicide application
techniques from former Arborchem Products Manager Dave Krause 
(now Manager of UPT). Led by Supervisor Kelly Runkle and General
Foremen Larry Griffith and Mick Lawwill, the crews attended a slideshow
presentation on chemical effects at the FirstEnergy/Ohio Edison Division
service center in Marion, Ohio. The crews then moved to the field for more
hands-on demonstrations on chemical safety, the “H” pattern application
technique, equipment maintenance and helpful public relations tips.

Training Times

Journeyman Joe 
Florido of the Mel Riley
Region used his compound
bow to bring in a 9-point
buck last hunting season.
The buck had a 21" spread
and 7" diameter base
antlers, scoring 150
points. Joe works on 
UtiliCorp United 
property in Missouri.

July ASTP Grads—Eleven general foremen from 10 states recently
traveled to the Home Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania to participate
in the Asplundh Supervisory Training Program. Held on July 22-26, the
sessions were led by Gene Nichols, Loss Control Manager of Specialty
Services and (at the time) Manager of Field Personnel. Graduates included
(back row, L to R):  Tim Bradley, Pennsylvania; Robert Coffman, Oklahoma;
Greg Great, Illinois; Tom Lacy, Ohio; and Ron King, Virginia. In the front
row were (L to R):  William Hodge, Jr., West Virginia; Richard Hinds,
Alabama; Ronald Fountain, South Carolina; Rodney Adkins, Tennessee;
Mike Kutruff, Pennsylvania; and Bill Moravec, Wisconsin.

Hunting is a family affair if you’re a member of the Hildebrandt
clan. Last October, General Foreman Rick Hildebrandt had the 
pleasure of taking his 17-year-old son Kelly on his first bow-hunting
excursion. Kelly had been rifle hunting for several years, and wanted 
to experience the challenge of hunting wild hogs with a bow. The trip to 
Peacock, Texas turned out to be a huge success. As the photo above
shows, the father and son team brought down a 265-lb. boar and a 
515-lb. sow. That behemoth is hanging from a trailer that resourceful
Rick made from an old chipper frame. This hunting trip is definitely a
fond memory for both father and son. Rick works on the property of
South Plains Electric Cooperative in the Tom Leverentz Region of Texas.

On The Mark

Last fall, Foreman Steve Jimmerson scored an 8-point 4x4 mule
deer at 50 yards with a black powder muzzleloader rifle. The buck
weighed 300 lbs. and had a 22" rack. Steve works in the Mel Riley
Region on UtiliCorp United property in Kansas.
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Yuba City, California—After his successful trip to Canada, the 
“Dirt Buzzard” flew to Northern California to share his Aerial Lift
Inspection course with crews from our subsidiary, Utility Tree Service, Inc.
General Foremen Jack Atteberry, Jose Mariscal and Anthony 
Vanderploeg, and their crews from the Pete Sparacio Region attended
the first of two sessions in Yuba City, California on June 18. All work on
the property of Pacific Gas & Electric Company.

Aldergrove, British Columbia—Equipment Training and Inspection
Supervisor Greg Homiller spent a second day in the Remo Maddalozzo
Region to present his class to even more eager-to-learn employees. On June 7,
crews working for BC Hydro, Telus, the City of Abbotsford and Duke Energy 
(formerly Westcoast Energy) got their chance to take part in the Aerial Lift
Inspection course.

Lift Schools

Kelowna, British Columbia—The demand for proper Aerial Lift
Inspection training is great, so Greg Homiller took his course up north
to our Canadian counterparts in the Remo Maddalozzo Region. On 
June 6, Greg met with Vice President Remo Maddalozzo, Supervisor Ed 
Maddalozzo, General Foreman Duncan Isberg and crews for the first 
of two training sessions in the region. The Kelowna, British Columbia
crews work for BC Hydro, UtiliCorp Networks Canada and Telus.

Humble reader, the “Dirt Buzzard” has returned! Equipment Training
and Inspection Supervisor Greg Homiller is back in full-force this
issue, ready to share his most recent journeys to promote lift safety.

Kinston, North Carolina—On May 9, the “Dirt Buzzard” moved
over to Kinston, North Carolina to present his Aerial Lift Inspection 
session to Bob Atherton Region crews who couldn’t make it to the
Aberdeen class. Supervisor George Piner and crews, who work for the
Cities of Kinston, Rocky Mount, Washington and Wilson, the Town of
Lacuma and Cape Hatteras EMC, were proud to have their chance to
take part in this important program.

Yuba City, California, Part II—Making the most of his time out 
west with the crews from Utility Tree Service, Inc., Greg conducted a 
second day of aerial lift inspection classes in the Pete Sparacio Region
on June 19. Manager Pete Sparacio (standing, far right), General 
Foremen Steve Atteberry, James Calhoun III and Al Kirchner, and 
crews took part in the session. These crews also work for Pacific Gas 
& Electric Company.

Ocala, Florida—On August 9, the “Dirt Buzzard” Greg Homiller
rounded out the summer with a visit to American Lighting & 
Signalization, Inc. crews in Ocala, Florida. Supervisor Stan Lee, General
Foremen Mark Ditto, Brian Ferdon and Samuel Hardiman, Jr., and
crews from the James Hardiman Region participated in the class. These
crews work for various county, state and municipal agencies in Florida.

Aberdeen, North Carolina—Starting things off nicely, Equipment
Training and Inspection Supervisor Greg Homiller headed south on 
May 8 to begin a double-header in the Bob Atherton Region. General 
Foremen Wade Chavis and Elvin Talley, Jr., and crews gathered in
Aberdeen, North Carolina to attend the lift inspection course. All of
these folks work on the property of Carolina Power & Light.
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Steve Duley is a foreman in the George
Leszkowicz Region of Connecticut, and

sent in this touching tribute to his father:
“As his eldest son, I’m proud to have had
the honor of working with and under my

father for more than thirteen years. The
things he taught me I still use everyday 

and will never forget. Bill Duley, Sr. was 
a dedicated Asplundh employee for 42
years; his heart and soul were with his 
job until he passed away. Bill will be 
sadly missed by all – friends, family 

and co-workers.”

Billy G. Duley, Sr., a 
foreman in Connecticut under
Vice President George
Leszkowicz, passed away on
June 23 at the age of 63 after
a brief fight against cancer.
He began his career in March
1960 as a groundman in 
Kentucky. He moved to 
Connecticut later that same
year, and remained there for
the rest of his 42-year career.
Billy was a general foreman
for many years, and two of his
sons followed in his footsteps
to work for the company. Billy
is survived by his wife, Linda;
and his three sons, Billy, Jr.,
Steve and Mark.

Tributes
Some Like it Hot—

When General Foreman
Joe Mayne of the Will
Willis Region received a
late night phone call from
Arizona Public Service
(APS) Vegetation 
Manager Mike Neal, 
little did Joe know the
call would take him and

his crew to the hottest spot in town! Mike asked Joe to gather a crew to
help clear a 1.5 mile right-of-way before the Rodeo/Chediski forest fire
burned through the area, threatening the APS 500kV power line that
serves part of Phoenix and Tucson. When the crew reported for duty at
5:30 a.m. on June 28, the fast moving fire was crowning and shooting
flames 200 feet into the air.
For the safety of all involved,
the National Park Service only
gave the crew a six-hour 
window to clear the area. 

The crew worked fast and
furious as the fire moved closer
and closer to the line. At the
six-hour mark, the crew was
evacuated from the area to
safety, and everyone kept their
fingers crossed as Mother
Nature took over. When the
fire was finally contained ten days later, it had burned over 468,000
acres of forestland and destroyed over 426 homes and buildings, making
the Rodeo/Chediski fire the largest wildfire in Arizona’s history. However,
due to Mike’s foresight, and the hardwork of Joe and his crew, APS’ line
was intact and undamaged. Great job!

Storm Work

Asplundh Helps
Restore Calm After

Storm—Residents
of La Plata, 

Maryland were
shocked when a 
tornado ripped

through the town on
April 28, 2002. The

F4-rated tornado
destroyed or 

damaged over 1,000
homes and 

businesses. Roofs
were torn from

buildings and debris
was deposited all over town by the winds, crushing cars and property alike

(bottom photo). When the storm was over, crews from the Dave Morrison
Region were dispatched to assist Southern Maryland Electric Cooperative

(SMECO) and the Maryland
State Highway Administration in
removing trees from power lines

and clearing debris. Bucket
Operator Wayne Bush provided

these photos of the scenes he,
Climber Roger Gordon and

Foreman Kenny Benner
encountered. Above, Kenny

assesses the damage done to
SMECO power lines by fallen

trees. The tornado damage proved challenging to the crews – many trees
were actually spun around in circles by the 207-260 mph winds, which
twisted the trees’ root systems. The tightly knotted roots damaged more

than one chain saw, but the crews still managed to provide the 
high-quality, efficient, safe service Asplundh is known for!

In Memory of Jack Butterbrodt, a Central
Locating Services, Inc. (CLS) field supervisor in the
Daytona, Florida area, friends and colleagues 
gathered together on August 17 to celebrate their
friend’s memory by holding the Jack Butterbrodt
Softball Tournament. Jack passed away on June 8
at the age of 37 from complications suffered from a
stroke. He had worked the past eight years for CLS,
beginning his career as a utility locate technician.

Known for his unselfish behavior and dedication to his job, Jack quickly
worked his way up to field supervisor, gaining the respect of local utility
representatives and his co-workers along the way. Jack is survived by his
wife, Jennifer; two sons, Jareck and Joshua; and one daughter, Jenna.
Shown at top, co-workers from Melbourne, Jacksonville and Jupiter area
crews spent the day remembering their favorite Jack stories while having
fun in the spirit of competition. The tournament raised approximately
$1,500 for the Butterbrodt’s three children.

We send our sincere condolences to all of Jack Butterbrodt’s 
and Billy Duley, Sr.’s family and friends.
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Trimmer/Climber David 
Hartzo started off the year 
with a special delivery – the
birth of his son, David Blake
Hartzo, Jr. Born on January 1,
little David weighed a healthy
9 lbs., 2 oz., measuring in at
21" long. Dad David works in
the Tom Leverentz Region in 
Shreveport, Louisiana on
AEP/SWEPCO property.

Twelve-year-old Michelle
Megill, seen here with her pal

Suzie the dog, went to the “Reach
the Beach” Cheerleading 

Competition in Ocean City, 
Maryland on February 23.

Michelle won third place in the
Individuals Division with a 

dance and cheer routine she 
choreographed herself. Proud

Mom Denise works in the Home
Office in Willow Grove as a 

Project Support Technician in the 
PC Billing Systems Department.

Billy and Suzanne Clark are
proud to announce the birth of
their first child, Tanner. Cute as
a button, Tanner was born on
November 7, 2001, weighing 
6 lbs., 7 oz. Billy is a 
journeyman on Oklahoma Gas 
& Electric property in the 
Dan Thurston Region.

Darling Timothy
Kline, Jr. was born on
December 28, 2001 to
proud parents Sue and

Timothy Kline, Sr. 
Timothy was 20" long
at birth, and weighed 

7 lbs., 6 oz. Dad Timothy
is a foreman in the 

Rod Cornett Region, 
working on ComEd
property in Illinois.

This sleepy angel, napping peacefully with a woodland friend, is
Bradley Kendell Peters. The son of Foreman John Peters and his wife,
Bridget, and the first grandchild of Supervisor Wendell Smitherman,
Bradley has a lot of Asplundh in his blood. Bradley was born on 
October 18, 2001, weighing 8 lbs., 7 oz., and measuring 21" long. 
Both grandfather and father work in Steve Bostock Region for 
Alabama Power Company.

Reminding us that the joys of winter are just around the corner are
six-year-old Trevor (left) and four-year-old Tea Livingston (right). 
The children of Bob and Darcy Livingston could barely wait last winter
to get outside into the snow to create their pal, Frosty the Asplundh
groundman. Both parents work in the Rod Cornett Region of Illinois.
Bob is a general foreman overseeing crews who work on ComEd 
property, while Darcy is an analyst in the Burr Ridge, Illinois office.

Family Album

Employees of the Month—Congratulations to these hard working
and dedicated Willow Grove employees who recently earned the
Employee of the Month award. Pictured above are (L to R) are: Betsy
Petch of the Input Operations Department, who was recognized in June;
Brooke Warren of the Information Technology Department, who earned
this distinction in July; and Christine Mayer of the PC Billing Systems
Department, who received this special honor in August.

Home Office Honors
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This friendly gang all gathered together a few months ago to 
celebrate General Foreman Butch Barnett’s (far left) 30 years with
Asplundh. Delmar Newton, Oklahoma Gas & Electric Manager of
Power Delivery Services, was kind enough to snap the photo above, as
Vice President Dan Thurston (second from left) proudly shook hands
and presented Butch with a specially-engraved watch. Supervisor Mike
Quick (second from right) and OG&E Supervisor of Vegetation 
Management Billy Keith (right) were also on hand to commemorate the
event. The group took Butch to one of his favorite restaurants, where
they also presented him with a DVD player for his years of loyal service.
Butch began his Asplundh career in February 1972 as a groundman
and, over time, he distinguished himself as a remarkable climbing 
trainer and a “go-to-guy”. Butch was promoted to general foreman in
1980 to work on the property of OG&E, where he currently oversees
crews in Oklahoma City.

In July, Infrared Services Division
Manager Wayne Hanley (left) was
offered a handshake of appreciation
and a specially-engraved watch for 
30 years of service excellence from
Pat O’Connor, Vice President of 
Utility Pole Technologies, Inc. Wayne
began his career as an infrared 
foreman. By 1978, he was promoted to
supervisor, working throughout the
country, overseeing and conducting
infrared inspections for investor-owned
utilities and electric cooperatives. In
May 2000, Wayne was promoted to his
current position of Infrared Services
Division Manager, where he is
responsible for operational quality
control and the evaluation of new
technology and techniques.

Manager Dave Sanders (left)
recently honored General 

Foreman Ed Danko (right) for
30 years of loyal service. Tim
Sutliff and Rich Secor of UGI

Corp. joined Dave in treating Ed
to dinner to mark the occasion.

Ed got his start in May 1971 as a
trimmer on Pennsylvania Power

& Light property. During his
career, he has garnered the 

reputation as an excellent trainer,
and has proven himself to be a

great mechanic. During the 
summers, Ed oversees herbicide
crews, and for the remainder of 

the year, he can be found looking
after his tree crews working on
UGI Corp. property in Luzerne

County, Pennsylvania.

Foreman Bruce
Zearfoss (right) was
given a hearty 
handshake of gratitude
for his 30 years of 
dedication by Manager
Dave Sanders (left) 
earlier this year. Bruce
was presented with a
specially-engraved
watch in front of the
Three Mile Island
nuclear power plant.
Noted as a dependable
employee, Bruce has
worked his entire
career in the vicinity of
Lebanon, Pennsylvania
on the property 
of GPU/MetEd. 

Earlier this year, 
General Foreman George
“The Hammer” Koberlein
(left) received a specially-
engraved watch and a
handshake of gratitude
from Vice President Larry
Moore (right). In January
1972, George began his
Asplundh career in New
York. After a brief period
with Asplundh Brush 
Control, George came
back to the Tree Co. and
has remained there ever
since, working on the
property of NYSEG and
Niagara Mohawk. “The
Hammer” earned his
nickname from his peers
because he’s tough, sticks
to the rules and expects a
lot from his crews. 

However, he’s also highly respected for his dedication. Larry and
George’s longtime pal, General Foreman Mike Zehler (not shown),
took “The Hammer” out for dinner and a night on the town to celebrate
this milestone in his career.

30-Year Watches

Foreman Dave Felix (left) is shown above receiving a handshake of
appreciation and a commemorative 30-year watch from General 
Foreman Bill Rosensteel (right). Described as “dependable, kind and
outgoing”, Dave started with Asplundh back in September 1970 as a
foreman. He had worked on the property of BG&E in Maryland until
1999, when he transferred to the Dave Sanders Region in York, 
Pennsylvania. Dave currently oversees a crew working for GPU/MetEd.
Congratulations to all of our 30-year watch recipients!
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Remembering The Fallen From September 11, 2001
In a letter to all Utility Meter Services
(UMS) employees, UMS President Ralph
Kennedy and Vice President Kyle Williams
asked them to share a moment of silence at
9:00 a.m. Eastern Time on September 11th
to remember those who died in terrorist
attacks a year earlier. At left are the folks
who work out of the Helena, Alabama
UMS office. At right are Home Office
employees who gathered on that special
day for a moment of silence and to say 
the Pledge of Allegiance in support of our
nation as it fights the war on terrorism.

Retirees Honored
Best wishes for a happy and healthy retirement to all the Asplundh retirees listed here!

Billy Benson
General Foreman, South Carolina
First employed October 1993
(plus 35 years with Wilson Tree)
Retired May 2002

Richard Brooks
Crew Member, Pennsylvania
First employed March 2001
Retired August 2002

Roman Cornehl
General Foreman, Texas
First employed October 1993
(plus 37 years in the industry)
Retired May 2002

Gerald Cropp
Locator, Pennsylvania
Central Locating Service, Ltd.
First employed March 2000
Retired August 2002

Harold Davis
Crew Member, Alabama
First employed August 1993
Retired August 2002

John Franklin
Crew Member, Louisiana
First employed August 1983
Retired August 2002

Norman Grieger
Locator, Indiana
Central Locating Service, Ltd.
First employed March 2000
Retired July 2002

Juan Hernandez
Crew Member, Florida
First employed July 1997
Retired July 2002

Robert Hillmann
Foreman, Wisconsin
First employed December 1982
Retired August 2002

Robert Holladay
Crew Member, Alabama
First employed September 1987
Retired May 2002

Ballard Howell
Foreman, Pennsylvania
First employed December 1980
Retired May 2002

John Huff
Locator, Ohio
Central Locating Service, Ltd.
First employed April 1994
Retired June 2002

Heinz Koester
Foreman, Wisconsin
First employed May 1961
Retired September 2002

Miguel Lozada
Foreman, Connecticut
First employed April 1988
Retired May 2002

Billy Ogle
Foreman, Oklahoma
First employed July 1988
Retired May 2002

Francis Parker
Crew Member, Illinois
First employed March 1993
Retired July 2002

Ollie Perry
Crew Member, Texas
First employed January 1966
Retired June 2002

Manuel Rodriguez
Crew Member, New York
First employed May 1993
Retired June 2002

Tony Salazar
Crew Member, Texas
First employed October 1997
Retired May 2002

Juan Sanchez
Foreman, Florida
First employed February 2000
Retired August 2002

Paul Sine, Jr.
Crew Member, Virginia
First employed August 1999
Retired July 2002

Dianne Stingo
Mail Clerk, Willow Grove
First employed November 1998
Retired June 2002

Michael Stockfisch
Claims Specialist, Wisconsin
Central Locating Service, Ltd.
First employed March 1995
Retired May 2002

Jack Thomas
Foreman, Ohio
First employed May 1970
Retired June 2002

Kenneth Vickers
Locator, Pennsylvania
Central Locating Service, Ltd.
First employed March 2000
Retired July 2002

Cecil Westfall
Locator, Ohio
Central Locating Service, Ltd.
First employed June 1995
Retired July 2002

Kenneth Wieglein
Crew Member, Wisconsin
First employed January 1966
Retired September 2002

Charles Williams
Crew Member, Alabama
First employed March 1994
Retired July 2002

~ In Memoriam ~
Retired Vice 
President Paul
Farmer passed
away on June 18,
2002 at the age 
of 73. A 39-year
Asplundh veteran,
Paul spent his entire
career in the state 
of New York. He
was promoted to

manager of Asplundh operations in upstate
New York in 1980 and elected vice president
two years later. Paul retired in 1988 after
receiving a Silver Merit Award for his 
outstanding safety and productivity record.
He is survived by four daughters, Deborah,
Margaret, Paula and Susan (wife of General
Foreman Charlie Wolfe); seven grandchildren
(Foreman Chuck Wolfe is one of them) and
four great grandchildren. We send our 
condolences to Paul’s family and friends.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Our sympathy also goes to the family and
friends of retired Foreman Norman ‘Ned’
Dudley who passed away on May 18, 2002
at the age of 76. Ned worked his entire 
31-year Asplundh career in his home state 
of Virginia. General Foreman Carroll Pugh
remembers him as a really nice guy who
worked in the Williamsburg and Richmond
areas under now retired General Foreman
Luby Hollomon. Ned was a U.S. Army 
veteran and he is survived by two daughters,
Linda and Kay; five brothers; two sisters;
and two grandchildren.
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2nd Prize - Work Related

1st Prize - Work Related

And The Winners Are . . .
Results of Shoot Out 2002 Photo Contest

hoot Out 2002 generated a spectacular
array of print and digital images from the
far reaches of the Southern Hemisphere to
the top of North America. Judges had a
tough time sorting out the best photos from
so many excellent entries, but here are the
shots that rose to the top!

With 64 participants this year, the annual
photo contest sponsored by the Corporate
Communications Department brought in
entries from family members, customers of
Asplundh, and, of course, employees!
Judges had to narrow the field of more than
230 photos down to three winners in each
category. Once again, we decided to add an
Honorable Mention in each category.

Congratulations go to the following:
In the Work-Related category, 

the first place winner out of 109 entries was
Spray Technician Jimmy Alexander of the
Asplundh Railroad Division. Second prize
went to Supervisor Kevin Dove in Florida
and our third place winner was Foreman
Sammuel “Luke” Jenkins of Utility Tree
Service, Inc. in California. Honorable 
Mention went to Supervisor Charles
Bynog, Jr. in Colorado. Both Jimmy and
Kevin were previous Shoot Out winners!

In the Nature category, the first place
winner out of 125 entries was Manager
Geoff McDougall from our Tasmanian
office of Asplundh Tree Expert (Australia)
Pty. Ltd. Second place honors went to
General Foreman John W. White in West
Virginia and the third place prize winner
was Vice President Bill Frenier in Maine.
Honorable Mention in this category went to
Foreman Kathy Beachell in Connecticut.

These top-notch camera shooters will
share a total of $650 in prize money. First
place winners receive $150, while second
and third place contestants each earn $100
and $75, respectively. This year, Honorable
Mention winners receive a specially made
Asplundh folding camp chair.

Grateful appreciation to our judges—
Mark McCaron, a professional photographer
from Kerper Studio in Philadelphia;  Safety
Compliance Coordinator John Schwelm of
the Doug Gober Region; and Executive Vice
President George Graham. Let’s have a

round of applause for their valuable
assistance in another great Shoot Out!

A great big thank-you goes out to 
everyone who entered the contest and be
sure to check out Asplundh’s 2003 wall
calendar, our 75th Anniversary edition,
where more excellent Shoot Out 2002
entries are featured!

Brilliant spring greenery and colorful canyon walls made a beautiful setting for Jimmy’s
hi-rail spray truck as he treated unwanted vegetation for Union Pacific Railroad between
Grand Junction and Denver, Colorado this past May. Jimmy occasionally sends photos
to the Railroad Division’s Toni Shade in Willow Grove to give her an idea of the scenery
and work he encounters in the field. Fortunately for Jimmy, she sent several shots in for
the Shoot Out and this photo won top honors!

—Jimmy Alexander, Longview, Texas

Kevin’s 25-year-old 35mm camera still
takes great shots like this dramatic 

silhouette of Foreman Joseph Morgan
pruning limbs from a pine growing

along a Gulf Power transmission line
in Florida. General Foreman Tommy
Bishop coordinated the right-of-way
side trimming project and Kevin was

there to check on the crews’ progress.
—Kevin Dove, Pensacola, Florida

S
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As the late winter sun was setting, Charles caught on film this
silhouette of a hard-working Will Willis lift crew getting some more
clearance for the Xcel Energy power lines in Amarillo, Texas.

—Charles Bynog, Jr., Frederick, Colorado
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This fascinating photo
was taken from inside
the hollow stump of a
180-foot red fir that
Luke and his fellow
UTS co-workers had
to carefully remove for
Pacific Gas & Electric
in LaPorte, California
last summer. Despite
the bright sun behind
them, Luke was able 
to capture the proud
faces of General 
Foreman Andy 
Vanderploeg and
Foreman Jeremie
Socey as they peered
into the huge cavity of
this fallen giant.
—Luke Jenkins,
Oroville, California

A mountain stream rushes under a fallen log in a lush green rainforest
on the foothills of Mount Willington near Hobart, the state capitol of

Tasmania. With the camera mounted on a tripod in the stream, 
Geoff set a two-second exposure to blur the flowing water.
—Geoff McDougall, Sorrell, Tasmania (Australia)

The peace and beauty of a misty dawn breaks over a barn and farm
fields near Red House, Maryland. John is a careful observer and 
photographer of nature’s beauty as he travels the countryside 
checking on Asplundh crews in the Dave Morrison Region.

—John W. White, Elkins, West Virginia
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1st Prize - Nature  

3rd Prize - Work Related Honorable Mention - Work Related
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Winter is a very long season in Maine. However,
where Bill Frenier lives, the woods and ponds that
mark the countryside make all that snow and cold a 
little easier to handle. This photo was taken on a
snowy November morning in Bill’s backyard, 
looking south toward Portland.

—Bill Frenier, Westport Island, Maine

The hope and promise of spring is captured in this picture of a bright yellow
crocus popping up through the melting snow of March 2002. Kathy says this
was just a lucky shot from her own backyard. However, it captured how she
felt after working all winter outdoors with her lift crew—she was ready for
the snow to end and the sunny flowers to begin!

—Kathy Beachell, Enfield, Connecticut

We’re still looking for anecdotes, photos, old brochures, company
documents, and memorabilia for the company’s 75th Anniversary 
edition of The Asplundh TREE magazine. We welcome input from
retirees, longtime employees and family members. Please contact
Kristin Wild (kwild@asplundh.com or 1-800-248-8733 ext. 4427) 
in Corporate Communications if you have something to contribute. 
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