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APPENDIX I
SAFE HANDLING DEMONSTRATION STEPS 

Pursuant to Penal Code section 26850, subdivision (b), the following are the safe handling 
demonstration requirements that must be performed with the firearm being acquired.  Please note 
that a dummy round as stated in this manual refers to one brightly colored orange, red, or other 
readily identifiable dummy round.   If no readily identifiable dummy round is available, an 
empty cartridge casing with an empty primer pocket may be used. 

SEMIAUTOMATIC PISTOL:

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded 
and locked with the firearm safety device with which it is 
required to be delivered, if applicable.  While maintaining 
muzzle awareness, that is, the firearm is pointed in a safe 
direction, preferably down at the ground, and trigger discipline, 
that is, the trigger finger is outside of the trigger guard and 
alongside of the firearm frame, at all times, the firearm recipient 
shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

1. Remove the magazine.

2. Lock the slide back.  If the model of firearm does not 
allow the slide to be locked back, pull the slide back, 
visually and physically inspect the chamber to ensure 
that it is clear.

3. Visually and physically inspect the chamber, to ensure
that the firearm is unloaded.
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4. Remove the firearm safety device, if applicable.  If the 
firearm safety device prevents any of the previous 
steps, remove the firearm safety device during the 
appropriate step.

5. Load one dummy round into the magazine

6. Insert the magazine into the magazine well of the 
firearm.

7. Manipulate the slide release or pull back and release 
the slide.

8. Remove the magazine.
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9. Visually inspect the chamber to reveal that a round can 
be chambered with the magazine removed.

 
10. Lock the slide back to eject the dummy round. If the 

firearm is of a model that does not allow the slide to be
locked back, pull the slide back and physically check 
the chamber to ensure that the chamber is clear.

11. Apply the safety, if applicable.

12. Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable.
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