
Global Debt Registry Awarded Asian Financial Society Alpha Award 

NEW YORK, February 5th, 2019 -- The Asian Financial Society alpha Award 
(AαA) brought down the curtain in New York City on January 18, 2019.  We are 
pleased to announce that the 2018 AαA winner is Global Debt Registry. The goal of 
the award is to acknowledge the fintech innovations that disrupt the status quo.   

The organizations in the final five were Chord, Global Debt Registry, InSpireAVE, 
Kambria, and LGO Markets. These companies came from the US, Europe, and Asia 
in a number of fields, including blockchain, AI, open source robotics, structured 
credit, digital asset trading, home financing, personal financing, and social financing. 
The five finalist companies delivered pitches to a panel of industry judges, who 
selected Global Debt Registry as the winner. 

  

“We have witnessed many technological paradigm-shifts in the last century, from 
industrialization, to computer engineering, to information technology. Fintech is a 
new technology paradigm, with innovations in how value is created, managed, and 
transacted,” said Avery Starr, the AαA Co-Chair. “AαA is a community-based effort 
for recognizing the brightest and smartest in the global Fintech community. We are 
very excited to play a part at the singularity of this new technological advancement.”  
Every year AαA receives applications worldwide to compete for the AαA award title. 
The application period is typically from June to September every year. The selected 
finalists were announced in October. AαA had a great number of applications from 
the US, UK, France, Singapore, India, China, and Thailand in 2018. The final pitch 
happens right on-site and the award is announced immediately after.  

AαA brings together innovators and investors from around the world focusing on the 
Fintech revolution and provides selected finalists a unique platform of recognition, 
funding opportunity, PR, and partnership formation.   



“We’re humbled to be chosen from such a great 
roster of organizations and as our company 
continues to grow this momentum will continue,” 
said Charlie Moore, CEO of Global Debt Registry 
and AαA 2018 winner. “This is an exciting time for 
Global Debt Registry. We are seeing a lot of 
demand from major financial institutions in 
leveraging distributed ledger technology for greater 
efficiency, speed and transaction volume in the 
digital structured credit space. We’d like to thank 
the AFS for this honor.” 

This year the competition had judges from Cadence, 
Glazier Group, Hangzhou Ruifeng Investment 
Management, Impact Venture Capital, NYU Stern 
School of Business, and Rubicon Venture Capital. 
AαA 2018 features a parallel institution track themed Innovation in Value Transaction 
with guest speakers from Chappuis Halder & Co, Ernst & Young, MSCI, The World 
Bank, and Women on the Block. They presented their observations and experience in 
the industrial trend relating to the emerging technology, which can be applied to 
payments and transfers, lending, trading, procurement, and beyond. With more 
regulatory freedom, advanced technologies, and innovative business models, 
opportunities in fintech have unleashed potential.  

 



In the afternoon, keynote speakers from MLG Blockchain, Meixin Finance, and 
01Caijing shared their insights on the opportunities that fintech leads and related 
investment practices. The award ceremony was hosted in the evening. During the 
dinner, Alex Mashinsky, CEO & Founder of Celsius, shared his blockchain startup 
experience of fund raising. Jim Northey, Co-Chair Global Technical Committee of 
FIX Trading Community, gave the speech on standards in the singularity of 
blockchain explosion. The evening concluded with Sino-US economy reporter 
Kathleen Hays from Bloomberg interviewing the winners of AαA 2018 and AαA 

2017. L.D. Salmanson, CEO of 
Cherre, AαA 2017 winner was 
very excited to come back to 
join us for the interview with 
Kathleen Hays. He said "We are 
honored to be able to again 
participate in the AFS alpha 
Award program this year after 
winning the prestigious award 
last year. It's always a great 
gathering of incredible 
entrepreneurs and investors, and 
this year's event was no 
different. We look forward to 
participating in future events, 

and congratulations to this year's winner!"   

 

Last year, Harper Reed from PayPal gave a speech as the Pretty Much 
Most Amazing Entrepreneur for the AαA competition. To the latest news, Symbiont, 
one of the 2017 AαA contestants, has just announced that it received $20 million of 
Series B funding. The Fintech market is far from saturated. The Asian Financial 
Society alpha Award creates the chance for young startups to present their business to 
active VCs and AFS’s community of thousands of Wall Street professionals. While 
both established financial institutions and emerging startups strive to seize the 
moment and get their piece of the fintech pie, the market will continue to expand in 
the years to come. It is where Asian Financial Society positions itself hosting the 
annual fintech competition. As stated by AαA Co-Chair Arnold Chu, “AFS was 
founded 35 years ago when Asian Americans were starting to make inroads into Wall 
Street.  Since that time, we have seen many epochal changes: indexing, rise of fixed 
income trading, securitization, demise of pit trading, high frequency and algorithmic 
trading.  All of these changes are enabled by computer technology. Where Fintech 
will take us tomorrow, I cannot tell; but AFS will always be your guide.”   

 

 

 

 

 



About Asian Financial 
Society (AFS) 

Asian Financial Society 
is a non-profit 
organization 
established in 1984 in 
New York city, with 
thousands Wall Street 
professional members 
and 15,000 outreaching 
capacity across 
the US and Asian 
financial industry.   

 

About the final top-5 

Global Debt Registry helps original creditors through to senior lenders, underwriters and 
investors to more efficiently participate in the structured credit market with a new trust 
paradigm built upon distributed ledger technology. 

 

InSpirAVE’s proprietary platform empowers users to combine social gifting with the best 
savings offers from merchants and banks, and AI-driven transfers as part of a personalized 
plan that does not stop until the purchase is fulfilled. 

 

LGOMarkets provides a secure and transparent digital asset trading platform for institutional 
investors.  

 

Kambriais a decentralized innovation platform providing a collaborative ecosystem for 
research and discussion of robotics and AI。 

 

Chord is a home financing company providing a flexible, non-debt way to purchase properties 
instead of the traditional mortgage.  

 

More information on https://www.afstoday.org/alpha/  

Contact: alpha@afstoday.org 

https://www.afstoday.org/alpha/

