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Elizabeth R. Finn 

Presiding Judge Emeritus, Glendale City Court, through March 25, 2021 

Most senior judge serving Arizona 

• Presiding Judge, Glendale City Court, October 28, 2002 to March 25, 2021 
• Judge, Phoenix Municipal Court, May 1, 1979 to October 28, 2002 

Experience and knowledge 

• Training judge for all new judges and pro tempore judges in Phoenix for 24 years 
• Supreme Court New Judge Orientation Dean and then teaching from 1986 through 2007 - 

taught every subject for limited jurisdiction judges including but not limited to: 
o Arizona Judicial Code of Conduct 
o Arizona Rules of Court: criminal, traffic and boating, protective orders, evidence,  
o All offenses in the Arizona Revised Statutes including civil traffic, domestic violence, 

criminal and expertise in DUI and MVD law and interaction 
o Dean of Supreme Court Judicial College responsible for creating training and 

education for judges and court staff statewide 
• Recognized in the state as expert in areas of DUI, domestic violence, criminal history 

records, Motor Vehicle Department regulations and interactions with courts, AJACS 
(Supreme Court Case Management System) 

• Substantial experience for the past 18 years in court administration, personnel, budget, 
revenue enhancing projects, customer service enhancements 

Courtroom Experience 

• Phoenix Municipal Court 
o Presided over every kind of docket including but not limited to jail court, over 1000 

pretrial conferences, over 100 jury trials, over 3000 non-jury trials, countless 
sentencing hearings, probation violation hearings, evidentiary hearings, ex parte 
and contested protective order hearings 

• Glendale City Court 
o Covered any courtroom where coverage was needed which included jail court, 

pretrial conferences, civil traffic hearings, city code hearings, ex parte and 
contested protective order hearings, non-jury trials, specialty dockets  

o Created and covered Mental Health Court, Domestic Violence Treatment Court, 
DUI Review Court and competency hearings 

o As of March, 2020 covered 5 days a week: ex parte protective order requests, 
contested protective order hearings, contested civil traffic hearings, contested city 
code offenses, parking offenses and weekly Mental Health Court; only missed two 
days out of 5 days a week coverage for Supreme Court meetings; no days missed 
for illness or vacation  
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Glendale City Court Responsibilities 

• 50 staff 
• 3 judges plus 8 pro tempore judges 
• Hired and trained Court Hearing Officers 
• Budget of over $4,000,000 
• Revenue over $5,000,000 for past 3 years 
• Tax Intercept Program compliance 
• Customer Assistance Program 
• TTEAP program compliance 
• Calendar design and function 
• Staff hires and deployment 
• AJACS (case management system) updates appropriately deployed 
• Compliant with all Supreme Court Orders 
• Worked consistently with the Supreme Court’s AJACs’ team to enhance the case 

management system for the state 
• COVID-19 creation of half the staff and half the judges divided into morning or afternoon 

assignments to provide social distancing, calendaring in coordination with prosecutors and 
public defenders 

• Member of City Manager’s Executive Team 
• Enhancing Court forms 
• Trained new judges and hired Court Hearing Officer and Court Administrators 
• Revised City Code for vicious animals, barking dogs, parking, and animal at large 
• Part of implementation team for photo enforcement pilot – advised as to the legal 

requirements as well as helped designed the electronic process 
• Court was seized by the Supreme Court when I was started on October 28, 2002. 

Glendale paid Phoenix my salary for 6 months until I was officially hired as Presiding 
Judge on March 25, 2003. I was responsible for implementing processes to have the Court 
become unseized with authority returned to Glendale in 2003. Some of the enhancements 
included processes to comply with Minimum Accounting Standards, compliance with Rules 
of Criminal Procedure, Traffic and Boating Rules (now abrogated), compliance with Code 
of Judicial Conduct, compliance with the Administrative Code of the Supreme Court, 
standardizing processes, implementation of new forms to save staff time, implementing 
staff standards to improve morale while creating a more professional environment 

• Successfully completed Operational Review by Supreme Court in 2013 
• Successfully completed triannual audits as required by the Supreme Court 
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Domestic Violence Activities 

• 1993, wrote and had enacted into law most domestic violence law changes   
• 1994 – 2000, founder and first Chair of the Supreme Court Committee on Domestic 

Violence and the Courts  
• 1995, main author of the first Domestic Violence Benchbook for Judges 
• 1996, designed the first mandated protective order forms 
• 2007-2008, member of the Supreme Court Committee which elevated the 

Benchbook to the Arizona Rules for Protective Order Procedure 
• 2016-2018, member and chaired policy group for NICS Subcommittee of Arizona 

Criminal Justice Commission; policy group created legislation for the most major 
changes in protective order law effective January 2020 

• 2019 – 2021, Glendale City Court was pilot court for the State to test and implement 
the new AZPOINT protective order system as well for AJACS, the Supreme Court 
case management system for over 150 courts 

• 2020-2021, Judge responsible for the training judges, staff, and advocates on 
AZPOINT and specialized training for AJACS courts  

Technology Background 

Phoenix Municipal Court  

• Worked with Court IT and City IT to create system to display jury trial 
calendar including cases off standby and on standby 

• Worked with Court IT to create automated protective order process 

 Glendale City Court – identified the need and worked with Court IT to create: 

• A system in English and Spanish to autodial, text or email defendants before 
their court date, after they missed a court date, before the first payment was 
due, after first payment was missed and after second payment was missed; 
system copied by Supreme Court but with less contacts and only in English 

• An online payment system; copied by Supreme Court but with additional 
costs borne by customers 

• An e warrant system eliminating paper warrants; system is in the process of 
being copied by the Supreme Court 

• A digital docket displays for lobby and in front of each courtroom eliminating 
the paper calendars 

• A Mental Health Court application to store HIPPA information as well as 
produce contracts for defendants 

• Electronic checkin system eliminating the handwritten paper sign in sheet 
which was difficult to read at times 
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• An electronic calendar containing all the courtrooms, type of proceedings, 
judge and clerk assigned 

• Many electronic forms 
• A virtual courtroom to preside remotely over ex parte protective orders, 

contested protective order hearings, contested civil traffic hearings, 
contested city code and parking hearings and Mental Health Court. Designed 
a method to have exhibits scanned to network drive for a judge to retrieve 
remotely as well as viewing video exhibits played in a courtroom 

• Implemented WaitWhile application to control the flow of customers into the 
courthouse during the pandemic 

Virtual Platforms and Office Programs 

• Familiar with all virtual platforms such as Zoom, TEAMS, gotomeeting, Google Meets 
• Proficient with all Office Products 

Activities  

  
• 2004, Implemented Arizona’s first city court specialized domestic violence Treatment Court 

without probation resources without additional funding 
• 2005-2012, Wrote, obtained, and managed over $1.5 million in domestic violence grant 

awards 
• Past two-term President of the ASU Law School Alumni Association 
• Past President of the State and County Bar Young Lawyers Sections 
• Past President of the Arizona Municipal Judges Association 
• Past President of Valley Leadership and member of the Board 
• 1993 – 1996, Co-Chair of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Candlelight Service  
• 2006, one of three founding Courts for Maricopa County Regional Homeless Court 
• 2007 – 2000, Appointed member of the American Bar Association Commission on Domestic 

Violence  
• Chaired the Governor's Office of Community and Highway Safety DUI Conference for 

Judges for twenty years 
• Past Dean of the Supreme Court Judicial College of Arizona 
• Past Dean of New Judge Orientation, a Supreme Court mandated course for all new limited 

jurisdiction judges; have taught every subject affecting city courts 
• Past Official Liaison and served as a Maricopa County Superior Court Commissioner Pro 

Tempore for initial jail appearances 
• 1994-2000, Founding member and the first Chair of the Supreme Court Committee on the 

Impact of Domestic Violence and the Courts, the main author of the first Benchbook for 
Orders of Protection/Injunctions Against Harassment establishing standard policies, 
procedures and protective order forms for the state and a member of the Supreme Court 
Domestic Violence Rules Committee. Chaired the Supreme Court DV Forms Workgroup for 
the Supreme Court creating all mandated protective forms for use by all courts in Arizona 
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• Founding member of West Valley Judicial Coalition – an organization comprised of the 
Presiding Judges and Court Administrators of Avondale, Buckeye, El Mirage, Glendale, 
Goodyear, Litchfield, Peoria, Surprise, Tolleson, and Wickenburg 

• Chair and founding member of Glendale Criminal Justice Group (CJG) – comprised of city 
management, Glendale Police Department, Glendale Detention, Glendale Prosecutors 
Office, representative of public defenders and Court 

• 2013, implemented a Mental Health Court at Glendale City Court without additional funding 
• 2016, became one of two city courts in the State to conduct our own competency hearings 

without additional funding; reduced time in custody and time from filing to resolution 
• 2017-2020, Chair of Maricopa County Regional Homeless Court representing 25 city courts 

and 26 justice courts 
• 2013-2019, Coordinated all legal and ancillary services for Glendale’s Stand Up for Veterans 
• 2018-2020, Past member of the Supreme Court Committee on Mental Health and the Courts 
• 2020-2021 Member of Supreme Court Committee to draft Rules and processes for the 

implementation of the marijuana initiative 
• Current member of the Supreme Court Committee on Limited Jurisdiction Courts, appointed 

by the Chief Justice of the Arizona Supreme Court  
• Current member of the Executive Board and the Judicial Division co-editor of the Judicial 

Division Record, Board Member of Judges Journal Board and member of the Technology 
and the Professionalism and Ethics Committee; Past Chair of the Executive Board of the 
American Bar Association Conference of Specialized Court Judges, past representative for 
the Conference in ABA House of Delegates  

 

Awards 

• 1998, the outstanding limited jurisdiction judge in the nation by the American Bar 
Association awarded the Franklin Flaschner Award 

• 1999, the outstanding judge in Arizona by the State Bar of Arizona awarded the James 
Walsh award 

• 2000, one of the outstanding 100 Women and Minority Attorneys in Arizona’s History 
• 2002, recipient of the Martin Luther King Living the Dream Award 
• 2002, recipient of Outstanding Woman of the Year in the Public Sector by the YWCA 
• 2003, Special Recognition by the ASU Law School Alumni Association 
• 2005, an award of Merit with a Proclamation from Governor Jane Hull for work with the 

Governors Office of Highway Safety for work in DUI and highway safety training 
• 2008, an award of merit and a Proclamation from Governor Janet Napolitano for more 

than 25 years of service with Arizona Phoenix Opportunities Industrialization Center, a 
nonprofit community-based organization training and retraining individuals with job 
development skills 

• 2011, named Citizen of the Year by the National Association of Social Workers 
• 2013, given the Judicial Excellence Award from the State Bar of Arizona 
• 2013, awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Arizona Coalition Against Sexual 

and Domestic Violence 
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• 2015, inducted into the Maricopa County Hall of Fame 
• 2017, named by David’s Hope the recipient of its’ first Mental Health Criminal Justice 

Collaboration Recipient Award 
• 2018, awarded Professional Service Award for MAG’s Desert Peaks Awards 
• 2018, awarded Judicial Branch Distinguished Service Award in the Chief Justice’s 

Outstanding Contribution to the Courts category 
• 2020, recipient of Judicial Education Award from the ABA National Conference of 

Specialized Court Judges 
• 2021, Supreme Court Award for Implementing the Chief Justice’s Strategic Agenda for 

role in AZPOINT and AJACS statewide deployment for protective orders 

 

 

 


