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Who could have imagined, when we started the 2019-2020 school year, that the entire 

NYCDOE school system would transition to remote learning by mid-March?  As we 

look back at the incredible unfolding of events over the last three months, the seemingly 

unsurmountable challenges, and the mobilization required to meet those demands, it is 

crystal clear, that we are a resilient community. Our togetherness gave us the 

strength to manage and overcome some difficult times. Although we could not meet face to face due to 

social distancing guidelines, we met on Zoom in CEC meetings, President’s Council meetings, parent 

coordinator meetings, DLT meetings, town halls, family workshops, principal conferences, and other 

forums to share ideas and to uplift each other. Yes, we encountered a steep learning curve along the 

way, but we learned together. I am confident we are an even stronger community because we have 

learned so much through the adversities. As a community we experienced the importance of flexibility, 

two-way communication streams, and innovative thinking in problem solving. Moving forward, these 

lessons will help us to navigate whatever challenges that District 29 will face. Together is better” is not 

just a slogan, it is our lived experience here in District 29.  

 

As we close out the school year, I take this opportunity to congratulate all of our graduates. We know 

that this is an unprecedented year with many unexpected outcomes. We simply want to celebrate you 

and to let you know that we are 100% behind you. We wish you the best as you transition to the next 

chapter of your lives. 

 

Lastly, over the past few weeks our nation and city have witnessed unprecedented protests against racial 

injustice. The struggle for equality affects all communities. I encourage us to use these moments as an 

opportunity to reflect and to engage in intentional dialogue focused on improving outcomes for our 

students and for the greater community. 

 

Remote Learning Resources 

Resources for Families: 

How to Talk to Your Children about Race and Current Events 
 

Guidance for Family Conversations about George Floyd, Racism, and Law Enforcement 

 

Talking to children about racism early and often 

 

31 children’s books to support conversations on race, racism, and resistance  

 

Teaching Tolerance 

Resources for Educators 
 

Science Friday- Science Friday partners with educators and scientists to create free 

STEM activities, lessons and resources for all learners. 

 

TEACH YOUR STUDENTS TO MAKE RADIO STORIES- The curriculum “Radio 

Rookies: The Basics of Audio Journalism” covers interviews, audio commentaries, 

montages, and narrated features.  

 
 

 

Superintendent’s Message 

D29 Shines.org 

 

Parent Check-In 

Survey 

https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/george-floyd-racism-and-law-enforcement
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/03/parenting/kids-books-racism.html
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/where-to-find-diverse-childrens-books
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/summer-2017/why-teaching-black-lives-matter-matters-part-i
http://www.sciencefriday.com/EDUCATE/?sf_paged=7
http://www.sciencefriday.com/EDUCATE/?sf_paged=7
https://www.wnyc.org/shows/rookies/resources-educators
https://www.wnyc.org/shows/rookies/resources-educators
https://www.wnyc.org/shows/rookies/resources-educators
http://www.d29shines.org/
http://www.d29shines.org/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tyxJGEXvYUWFcQxC5fesB1gWOwVje_dIre1MKgyXVjJUQ0xZUElNUTAzQzNaREtQWTBRM1hWVlA1Ny4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tyxJGEXvYUWFcQxC5fesB1gWOwVje_dIre1MKgyXVjJUQ0xZUElNUTAzQzNaREtQWTBRM1hWVlA1Ny4u


 

CDEC 29Q Virtual Graduation Ceremony 
Jun 18, 2020 7:00 PM 
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District Leadership Meeting- June 10, 2020 at 10:00am 

Next Generation Learning Standards Workshop- June 15, 2020 at 11am & 6pm 

District 29 Title I DPAC Meeting- June 17, 2020 6:00pm 

CDEC 29Q Virtual Graduation Ceremony- June 18, 2020 at 7:00pm 

Last day of school for all students- June 26, 2020 

Summer School- July 6- August 11 

 

 

 
Self-Care Corner  

 
 

Self-Care Tips from the World Health Organization 

 

Managing Strong Emotional Reactions to Trauma 

 

Radical Self Care in the Face of Mounting Racial Stress 
 

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/03/26/822114301/covid-19-self-care-tips-from-the-world-health-organization
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/trauma/managing-strong-emotional-reactions-to-traumatic-events-tips-for-families-and-teachers
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/healing-through-social-justice/201911/radical-self-care-in-the-face-mounting-racial-stress
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