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Key Committees for Children’s Issues 

You may find it helpful to review the membership of each committee to see where your representatives 

sit and what programs they have responsibility for.  

For mandatory programs, the committee of jurisdiction both structures the program through the 

authorizing process and sets the appropriations level which is inherent in the program design. These 

committees also will make decisions about any program increases or cuts allocated to that committee in 

a reconciliation bill.   

For discretionary programs, the committee of jurisdiction structures the program through the 

authorization process and the Appropriations Committee develops the annual appropriations amount. 

Note that committee jurisdiction is not aligned between House and Senate—for example, Senate 

Agriculture has jurisdiction over child nutrition programs but House Agriculture does not.  

House Agriculture Committee, members, has jurisdiction over SNAP and commodity programs. 

Senate Agriculture Committee, members, has jurisdiction over SNAP and commodity programs, and also 

over child nutrition programs including WIC, CACFP and school meals.  

House Appropriations Committee, members , sets appropriations levels for all discretionary programs, 

within the overall 302b level set in the Budget Resolution for the budget as a whole. Each subcommittee 

prepares one bill, and each bill has several government agencies’ funding. Most children’s programs are 

in the Labor, HHS and Education bill, including Head Start, the discretionary funding part of the child 

care block grant, child support enforcement, child welfare prevention programs, Title I, and vaccine 

funding. The WIC program is in the Agriculture bill. Commerce, Justice includes funding for the Census 

and for juvenile justice. 

Senate Appropriations Committee, members, creates the Senate appropriations bills using the same 

general process as the House. 

House Budget Committee, members , creates the Budget Resolution which functions as the roadmap for 

the budget process. It does not allocate money to specific programs, but it does set overall 

appropriations amounts and the budget resolution can include reconciliation instructions that will allow 

a fast track process for tax cuts or increases, cuts  or increases in spending, and raising the debt ceiling; 

there can be separate reconciliation instructions for three bills, one each for taxes, spending and the 

debt ceiling. In years with reconciliation instructions, this committee determines which committees will 

get a reconciliation instruction and therefore what programs can be enhanced or cut.  Then after each 

committee marks up its share of the reconciliation bill, the Budget Committee is responsible for putting 

the final bill together and addressing any conflicts or overlapping jurisdiction. In calendar year 2021 we 

expect two separate budget resolutions and two spending reconciliation bills: one for FY 2021 and one 

for FY 2022  

Senate Budget Committee, members , creates the Senate version of the Budget Resolution which then is 

conferenced with the House version to produce one Budget Resolution for both Houses. In years with 

reconciliation instructions, this committee determines which committees will get a reconciliation 

instruction. For the FY 2021 reconciliation bill, we expect the Senate to consider amendments to  the 

House reconciliation bill rather than draft a separate one.  

http://www.foramericaschildren.org/
https://agriculture.house.gov/subcommittees/subcommittee/default.aspx?IssueID=14896
https://agriculture.house.gov/subcommittees/subcommittee/default.aspx?IssueID=14896
http://www.agriculture.senate.gov/about/membership
https://appropriations.house.gov/about/membership
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/about/members
https://budget.house.gov/about/membership
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House Committee for Education and Labor, members, has jurisdiction over elementary and secondary 

education, special education, homeless education, migrant education, school lunch and child nutrition 

programs, Head Start, the  Child Care and Development Block Grant (except for the mandatory funding), 

the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act, the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act, the Child 

Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act and child adoption. It also has jurisdiction over higher education 

generally, postsecondary student assistance and employment services, and the Higher Education Act; 

postsecondary career and technical education, apprenticeship programs, and workforce development, 

including the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, all welfare reform programs (TANF), 

Community Services Block Grant Act and the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 

House Energy and Commerce Committee, members , has jurisdiction over Medicaid and CHIP. 

Senate Finance Committee, members, has the same jurisdiction as Ways and Means in the House. In 

addition, it also has jurisdiction over Medicaid, CHIP, the mandatory funding portion of the Child Care 

and Development Block Grant, Independent Living Program and Promoting Safe and Stable Families. 

Senate HELP (Health, Education, Labor and Pension), members , has jurisdiction over Food and Drug 

Administration, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institutes of Health, the 

Administration on Aging, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, and the 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. It also has jurisdiction over all education programs, 

including the Child Care and Development Block Grant (shared with Finance). 

House Ways and Means Committee, members , has jurisdiction over all taxes, including the Earned 

Income Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit and child care tax credit, and over social security (including the 

children’s provisions), SSI, TANF (shared with Education and Workforce), child support enforcement, 

child welfare,  foster care,  and adoption assistance (that is, IV B and IV E), unemployment 

compensation, and the Social Services Block Grant. 

http://www.foramericaschildren.org/
https://edlabor.house.gov/about/membership
https://energycommerce.house.gov/about-ec/membership
https://www.finance.senate.gov/about/membership
http://www.help.senate.gov/about/members
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/about/committee-members

