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FEDERAL UPDATE AS OF MAY 4 

Procedures 

The Senate is back in town on Monday, theoretically until May 22. They will then take Memorial 
Day week in their districts, returning back to DC for the whole month of June. Whether that 
remains the plan undoubtedly depends in part on whether more Senators get sick. Forty-nine 
Senators are 65 or older. The Republicans are holding their usual in person caucus lunch 
Tuesday, which is probably going to be by far the biggest group meeting in DC that week. 
Democrats will hold theirs remotely. Still, the Senate side of the Capitol will have hundreds of 
people, including Senate staff, Capitol police, building staff, and cafeteria workers.  There are a 
lot of unhappy Senators. 

The House announced it would not return, just 24 hours after saying they would, and will 
continue to work from their home districts, after the Congressional physician said that they 
should not because it would be a big burden on DC, which is a hot spot. It is unclear whether he 
gave the same advice to McConnell. 

The physician also said that he did not have enough tests for all members and staff. The 
president offered enough tests for all, but Rep. Pelosi and Senator McConnell refused them in a 
joint statement on the grounds that the tests should be given to those who need them 
medically. That may be something of an attack by McConnell on the President, since the 
president and those around him, and any one meeting with him, are tested routinely. 

The House is trying to develop a proxy voting process, which met with Republican objections, 
but they are continuing to negotiate over this, which is the other reason they will not return. 
Senator McConnell has so far opposed remote voting. 

I'm giving this detail because it has important policy implications. Specifically, with remote 
voting, they can move a bill in regular order, and do not need unanimous consent. Without it, 
they either must be in DC, or pass the bill with unanimous consent through a sort of legal 
fiction.  That is how the Senate passed the last bill-using unanimous consent during a brief pro 
forma session. Even one Senator could have stopped it. Because the House did not have 
unanimous consent, they returned for a regular roll call vote. 

The requirement for unanimous consent obviously changes the negotiations and outcomes on 
any bill. Most importantly, it means that Senator McConnell cannot try to pass a bill over 
Senator Schumer's objections by picking off seven Democrats. 

Next Coronavirus Response Bill 

Everyone is agreed that there will be another coronavirus response bill, but the Democrats feel it should 
be passed quickly while Republicans are not in (as much of ) a rush.  McConnell plans to use this time to 
move nominations while working with the House to develop the next coronavirus response bill. 

What will be in the bill is very much up for debate. 
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As you are all aware, states are facing big budget gaps that could force significant budget cuts, and 
possibly tax increases, unless they get more federal aid. Senator McConnell, who originally said he was 
opposed to federal aid to states in the next bill, said Friday that he was willing to consider it because 
governors of both parties want it, but it has to come with protections against employee lawsuits for 
employers. Speaker Pelosi has suggested that the aid could come in separate installments for state, local 
and municipal governments as reimbursement of costs of handling the health crisis as the economy 
shuts down. Presumably this would be to ensure that local governments got their fair share. 

There is also a push for COBRA subsidies to enable laid-off workers to keep their health insurance. 
Negotiations for this are currently stuck over including the Hatch Act in a way that won't mean federal 
dollars are paying for abortions. 

Besides aid to states and some kind of COBRA provision, there are a lot of proposals floating around on 
the House side for this bill. The Speaker has apparently received about 700 letters with requests from 
various advocacy constituencies. While sending requests to the Speaker is fine, her staff have advised us 
that requests should also go to the relevant committees, because committees are making up the wish 
list, and then the committee  chairs and the Speaker and other leadership will decide which items can be 
included. 

Accordingly, I'm attaching a list of all the key committees for children, with a description of their 
jurisdiction and links to their members. You may want to click through and see where your state's 
representatives have power or influence. 

Some of the items that are in play for children include a request for $50 billion for child care, several 
requests for funding for child welfare, maintenance of effort requirements for CHIP, a delay of the drop 
in federal share of CHIP administrative costs, coverage for all coronavirus treatment costs, more 
education dollars, an increase in SNAP benefits, some kind of provision for feeding children over the 
summer once school is out (I am not sure if this is an extension of the school lunch program, or an 
expansion of summer meals-I'm trying to find out), an extension of the unemployment insurance 
programs-and tying their existence to economic conditions rather than a set date,  requests for  housing 
funds to prevent evictions, relief from student loan debt, and many more. If you are trying to put 
together your own set of requests to Congress, I've shared a number of letters including the First Focus 
letter that you may want to consult. I'm happy to recirculate those to anyone interested. You may want 
rather than pursuing a laundry list to target your members on key committees with the asks relevant to 
those committees. 

For any requests for funds for a particular child program or service, you may want to also tie it to the 
need for state funds in general. That is, you should explain that if they want to make sure those 
programs get what they need, they need both targeted dollars and a really meaningful overall level of 
support to states, so that states don't cut their share of support for the program. 

The Democrats will try to get undocumented immigrants access to stimulus payments and 
unemployment insurance-or at least the citizens and documented immigrants in those families. That is a 
hard lift, but is really important for children. I have data by state on the numbers of children living with 
documented and undocumented parents; let me know if you would like it. 
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You may also want to include support for the Post Office. Without help, apparently it may run out of 
money by September. Democrats support new funding; the President originally was going to oppose it 
unless it raised certain rates (he believes that it subsidizes Amazon and  he dislikes Jeff Bezos-I am not 
an expert but I gather there are studies that this is not true). He has since said that he will not let the 
Post Office fail, but I expect a hard fight about amount, loan v grant, and conditions. Since low income 
families (and particularly families of color) are usually underbanked and heavily dependent on the mail 
service for access to benefits, receiving and paying bills, and many other essential activities, this is in fact 
a children's issue. 

 

Action Steps 

While the Senate will be back, most of their staff and all House members and 
their staff are working remotely. This is actually a good time to request a 
remote meeting with your legislator or their key staff and with key state 
partners. Some Partnership members have requested and gotten hour long 
meetings, and been able to present the needs of children in depth. Member CAHS 
in Connecticut was able to expand Rep. De Lauro's understanding of child care 
needs (and she chairs the relevant Appropriations subcommittee), while staff of 
member Kentucky Youth Advocates actually wrote Senator McConnell's press 
statement and locked him in to the position that we have to save child care in 
order to get our economy going again. 
  
If you have had similar meetings with key members and staff, please let me 
know. It's always helpful for me to be able to tell funders these stories. 
  
Two other strategies to consider are: 
  
1) If you want to activate your network, calls should work. Congressional 
staff are listening to messages remotely. Twitter may be another good approach 
so long as you ask people to tweet at the member. 
  
2) If you want to show broad advocacy support, now is a good time to 
circulate a letter for signature among your colleagues. 
  
The timing is unclear, but right now it seems like it would be most helpful to 
get your requests in this week. I'll keep you updated if I learn more. 

Key Committees for Children’s Issues 

You may find it helpful to review the membership of each committee to see where your representatives 
sit and what programs they have responsibility for. For mandatory programs, the committee of 
jurisdiction both structures the program through the authorizing process and sets the appropriations 
level which is inherent in the program design.  For discretionary programs, the committee of jurisdiction 
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structures the program through the authorization process and the Appropriations Committee develops 
the annual appropriations amount. Note that committee jurisdiction is not aligned between House and 
Senate—for example, Senate Agriculture has jurisdiction over child nutrition programs but House 
Agriculture does not.  

House Agriculture Committee, members, has jurisdiction over SNAP and commodity programs. 

Senate Agriculture Committee, members, has jurisdiction over SNAP and commodity programs, and also 
over child nutrition programs including WIC, CACFP and school meals.  

House Appropriations Committee, members , sets appropriations levels for all discretionary programs, 
within the overall 302b level set in the Budget Resolution for the Budget as a whole. Each subcommittee 
prepares one bill, and each bill has several government agencies’ funding. Most children’s programs are 
in the Labor, HHS and Education bill, including Head Start, the discretionary funding part of the child 
care block grant, child support enforcement, child welfare prevention programs, Title I, and vaccine 
funding. The WIC program is in the Agriculture bill. Commerce, Justice includes funding for the Census 
and for juvenile justice. 

Senate Appropriations Committee, members, creates the Senate appropriations bills using the same 
general process as the House. 

House Budget Committee, members , creates the Budget Resolution which functions as the roadmap for 
the budget process. It does not allocate money to specific programs, but it does set overall 
appropriations amounts and the budget resolution can include a reconciliation instruction that will allow 
a fast track process for tax cuts (or increases) or cuts to mandatory spending. 

Senate Budget Committee, members , creates the Senate version of the Budget Resolution which then is 
conferenced with the House version to produce one Budget Resolution for both Houses. 

House Committee for Education and Labor, members, has jurisdiction over elementary and secondary 
education, special education, homeless education, migrant education, school lunch and child nutrition 
programs, Head Start, the  Child Care and Development Block Grant (except for the mandatory funding), 
the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act, the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act, the Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act and child adoption. It also has jurisdiction over higher education 
generally, postsecondary student assistance and employment services, and the Higher Education Act; 
postsecondary career and technical education, apprenticeship programs, and workforce development, 
including the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, all welfare reform programs (TANF), 
Community Services Block Grant Act and the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 

House Energy and Commerce Committee, members , has jurisdiction over Medicaid and CHIP. 

Senate Finance Committee, members, has the same jurisdiction as Ways and Means in the House. In 
addition, it also has jurisdiction over Medicaid, CHIP, the mandatory funding portion of the Child Care 
and Development Block Grant, Independent Living Program and Promoting Safe and Stable Families. 

Senate HELP (Health, Education, Labor and Pension), members , has jurisdiction over Food and Drug 
Administration, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institutes of Health, the 
Administration on Aging, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, and the 
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Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. It also has jurisdiction over all education programs, 
including the Child Care and Development Block Grant (shared with Finance). 

House Ways and Means Committee, members , has jurisdiction over all taxes, including the Earned 
Income Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit and child care tax credit, and over social security (including the 
children’s provisions), SSI, TANF (shared with Education and Workforce), child support enforcement, 
child welfare,  foster care,  and adoption assistance (that is, IV B and IV E), unemployment 
compensation, and the Social Services Block Grant. 

 


