
Dear Members of Congress,   
 
We deeply appreciate the initial investments made through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act to help mitigate the impact of the current public health crisis 
on children, families, and child care providers.  The $3.5 billion in emergency funding provided 
through the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG), along with other supports 
provided in the package, such as paid leave and loans for small businesses, are a critical first step 
in helping child care providers and families survive the growing public health and economic 
crisis caused by the spread of COVID-19. As the scope and scale of the devastation grows, 
however, it is clear that additional support is needed that reflects their essential status in 
providing care to the children of front-line workers and serving as the bedrock for a future 
recovery. Congress must act to support additional, significant, and dedicated funding for child 
care. 
 
This crisis is affecting all parts of the child care industry, whether providers are part of the 
existing subsidy system or the private-paying market. Closures critical to preventing the spread 
of the virus, some mandated by states, and some reflective of educators’ and parents’ difficult 
decisions, have left tens of thousands of child care providers without the means to pay their basic 
operating expenses. At the same time, some providers are risking their own health to provide 
care for the children of essential personnel, including medical professionals, delivery drivers, 
grocery store workers and first responders, who simply cannot continue their critical work on the 
front-lines of the coronavirus pandemic without this care. As these providers remain open, they 
face additional expenses and insufficient resources to support the necessary measures they must 
take, including paying substitutes, purchasing protective and cleaning supplies, operating for 
longer hours, and making staffing adjustments to create small groups that protect children, 
families, and staff.  
 
The pressure is not on educators and providers alone, however. Our nation’s child care system 
currently rests in large part on families’ ability to pay for it, and families, especially families with 
low incomes, should not be in a position of having to shoulder that burden during a time when 
job security is low, wages are compromised, and children need to be kept safe.  
 
The need for a functioning child care system is also critical for getting families back to work and 
school as we recover from this crisis.  The profound gaps in our child care infrastructure already 
cost American families and the economy $8.3 billion each year in lost wages.  If Congress does 
not take swift action to ensure that child care providers can serve essential workers now, and 
survive this crisis when it ends, so that they and families around the country can return to work, 
that loss will grow exponentially, impeding the full recovery of the American economy.  
  
The $3.5 billion in supplemental funding provided through CCDBG is an important first step in 
helping to support the child care system during this economic and public health crisis. Because 
child care is a $99 billion industry, much larger and ongoing investments will be needed to 
preserve the child care system so that it works for children, families, educators, businesses, and 
our nation’s economy. Specifically, we request that Congress act to provide at least $50 
billion in total funding dedicated to child care as part of the fourth stimulus package. Child 
care’s essential status demands dedicated relief that acknowledges the unique needs of a system 



that was already teetering on the edge of financial viability before this pandemic.  In addition, 
relief funding must be provided with enough flexibility to address the needs of particular 
communities and families for the duration of this crisis -- since rules about closure, essential 
workers, and many functions of child care are determined at the state level -- while still 
maintaining strong health and safety requirements that are especially important in the context of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This funding must allow funding for needs that they identify, 
including (but not limited to): 
 

 Paying providers to cover ongoing operating costs while they are closed for public health 
reasons, or open but with reduced enrollment to serve children of essential workers; 

 Providing essential duty pay for child care workers in programs that are remaining open 
during the crisis; 

 Providing materials, resources, training and other public health supports regarding health 
and safety practices; 

 Eliminating copayments or tuition for families during this public health and economic 
crisis while ensuring that providers are still paid ;  

 Funding and paying substitute educators where needed and available;  
 Purchasing materials for providers that cannot afford or find supplies.  
 Providing virtual learning opportunities when appropriate and mental health supports for 

families; and 
 Support for helping child care providers navigate small business loan application 

processes. 
 
If Congress does not take action to provide this desperately needed funding, we risk the 
disintegration of our child care infrastructure, leaving children, families, and child care workers 
with no system to return to as we recover. At the beginning of this crisis, nearly 50% of child 
care providers predicted that they would not survive more than two weeks of closures without 
support; many of these closures have begun, and without a clear end in sight, the widespread 
effects are already being felt.  Providers that remain open are struggling to cover their 
operational costs, with reduced enrollment, especially as they try to protect the wellbeing of their 
workers and the families they serve during this pandemic.  Parents are also struggling – as child 
care and school closures have forced many parents to stay at home without work, and they are 
unable to afford tuition or co-payments to hold their spots in child care programs.   
  
Child care is an essential need for millions of children and families, and it will continue to be the 
backbone of our economy both during and after this crisis, but only if additional funding is 
provide to keep it afloat. In order to protect and preserve our child care system for child care 
providers, workers, and the children and families they serve, we urge lawmakers to provide at 
least $50 billion in aid targeted to the child care sector in the next stimulus package.  
  
Sincerely,   
 


