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Spring is showing in the watershed and we hope you are getting out there to enjoy it!

Read on to register for the 3rd State of the Alameda Creek watershed webinar

focusing on watershed species, read about agriculture in the watershed, and

remember to reply now to share any events, project updates or watershed photos

you or your organization have.  

Events

THURSDAY, MARCH 18

10:00AM - 12:15PM

Join the California Clean Boating

Network Virtual Meeting to learn

directly from California experts about top

tier subjects impacting our waterways,

from preventing boat sewage pollution;

marine debris management in our state;

getting clear on the California Boater Card

program from common misconceptions to

frequently asked questions; and learning

all about Marine Protected Areas

designations and relevant resources

available to you.

Register

Calling all Earth Day events!

Are you hosting an event in April?

Make sure to let us know by

replying to this email or sending a

direct message to Allison Rodacker.

Did you miss something? You may view

current and past Newsletters and Event

information here

Watershed Goal 3: Agriculture
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March brings us to the third acwForum goal of Agriculture. There are four focus areas

for this goal:(1) improve the economic viability of agriculture while sustaining it as a

watershed land use; (2) promote land stewardship on non-urban (private and public) lands

for the protection and enhancement of water-related resources while maintaining

economic viability for agriculture; (3) promote public support for the working landscape

through agriculture education; and (4) develop a consistent and streamlined regulatory

environment that protects and enhances water-related resources and sustains agriculture.

 

One form of agriculture in the watershed is livestock grazing. It is an important land and

watershed management tool that is cost-effective and produces a food product. Livestock

grazing is done on both private and publicly owned land because it can provide a multitude

of positive benefits. A few of those benefits are increased native plant diversity, wildfire

fuel reduction and water quality protection. It is also helpful to have the grazing manager’s

presence on the land, lending eyes on the ground that can report back observations about

natural resources, wildfire conditions and livestock issues, especially while on remote

corners of the property. Late winter to early summer grazing can benefit native plants by

reducing competition from non-native annual grasses and broad-leaf weeds, while at the

same time provide high nutrient forage to the grazing animals. Mid-summer to mid-fall

grazing reduces the amount of thatch before the rainy season begins, which can help

facilitate wildlife movement and promote grassland germination during the early rainy

season. Additionally, lands kept for agricultural use, especially rangelands that are free of

sprawl development, reduce flashy water runoff into stormwater systems and creeks.

According to the most recent Alameda County Crop Report, about 14,500 heads of cattle,

the main type of grazing in the Alameda Creek watershed, were grazed in the county

during that year, 2018.

 

Within stream channels, grazing augments and complements existing vegetation

management strategies by targeting undesirable vegetation and reducing flow

obstructions. This strategy is being used as a major component of vegetation management

in flood control channel areas by multiple agencies in the Alameda Creek watershed. It

works by deploying animals, typically goats, into the various open space areas and allowing

grazing until a sufficient amount of vegetation is consumed to reduce the threat of fire,
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remove non-native invasive plants, and/or clear impediments to flows at that location.

Sustaining agriculture is a regional flood control, water quality, and ground water recharge

strategy and to top off all these benefits, we can all enjoy a little chevre while on a picnic in

the watershed!

 

As you can see, the benefits of grazing are numerous. Interested in using grazing or looking

for land to graze? A new resource adapted for California is Match.Graze. According to the

site, it’s a free online platform that connects livestock producers and landowners

throughout the state of California. Whether you're a landowner seeking a small flock of

sheep to mow your back 40, or a producer in search of seasonal pasture for a goat herd,

Match.Graze can help you pair up with the animals or land base that you need! The

Match.Graze map displays pertinent data from individuals or entities that have voluntarily

submitted information to the database, such as acreage or animal type available, forage

characteristics, approximate location, and contact information. Search the map to find

an answer to your personal grazing needs. With this service, University of California

Cooperative Extension (UCCE) aims to support the expanded use of grazing to achieve

California's collective habitat enhancement and fuels reduction goals.

Below goats grazing near the Arroyo Mocho Trail, Livermore, CA.

Photos by: Drew Engstrom
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Revisiting Watershed Goals: Natural

Resources and Wildlife

The Forum, under our previous name as the Alameda Creek Watershed Council, identified

goals in five categories that address water quality. The categories are flood control and

storm water quality, recreation, agriculture, natural resources and wildlife and water

supply. An additional goal, public education and outreach, spans all five of these categories

and is recognized as a key component of each. The informed participation of all

watershed stakeholders (YOU) is key to the success of watershed protection

and enhancement efforts. 

Next month, we will focus on the third category, natural resources and wildlife. There

are three focal areas under this category which are:

Conserve and enhance water-related natural resources in the watershed.

Protect and enhance high quality, sustainable habitats that promote biodiversity.

Promote water use in ways that protect or enhance natural resources.

WHAT ARE YOU OR YOUR ORGANIZATIONS

DOING IN SUPPORT OF THIS GOAL?

 

Please reply to this email or send a direct message to Allison Rodacker to

share the good work you are doing. It can be one sentence, paragraph, link or

press release with pictures by March 26th.

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

mailto:allison.rodacker@acrcd.org?subject=acwForum%20-%20Recreation
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


State of the Alameda Creek Webinar Series 3 

Tuesday, March 16

11:30am - 1:00pm
Grab some lunch and join us for the third

State of the Alameda Creek Watershed Webinar Series 
 

Marcia Grefsrud

CDFW Environmental Scientist
California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Dragonflies: Observations from a Sonoma County Pond 2020

David "Doc Quack" Riensche

Wildlife Biologist II, Certified Wildlife Biologist® 
Planning/Stewardship, East Bay Regional Park District

California Red-Legged Frog Response to Pond Restoration
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Brought to you by

Explore Alameda County Watersheds!

Online Map Tools for Exploration,

Management, Planning & Education
 

REGISTER TODAY
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The Alameda County Flood Control & Water Conservation District invites you

to use the Alameda County Watershed Map. It’s a great tool for explorers,

naturalists, educators and citizen scientists!

There are two ways to Explore Alameda County Watersheds. One, download

KMZ files to Google Earth Pro and two, use the online resources. Click the

blue button below to get started.
 

 

The acwForum's mission is to protect and enhance water-related beneficial uses and

resources in the Alameda Creek Watershed in order to create a healthy and sustainable

watershed for the community. The acwForum will promote collaboration and the sharing

of information among all stakeholders.

 

You have received this message because of your interest and relationship with Alameda Creek Watershed Forum

(acwForum). The monthly e-News will provide you updates of events, news and activities related to the acwForum, whose

mission is to protect and enhance water-related beneficial uses and resources in the Alameda Creek watershed in order to create

a healthy and sustainable watershed for the community. The acwForum will promote collaboration and the sharing of

information among all stakeholders. 
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Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

START EXPLORING NOW!
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