
UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 17-18 

State of the Estuary 

Conference 
This biennial conference 

showcases the latest 

information about the San 

Francisco Bay-Delta Estuary. 

Look for posters by acwForum 

members and partners on the 

Alameda and Contra Costa 

County Wildlife-Friendly 

Livestock Pond Initiative, the 

Living Arroyos Program, and the 

new Creek and Watershed 

Interactive Map of Western 

Alameda County. 

http://www.sfestuary.org/soe/ 

September 19-20 

California Coastal 

Cleanup Day 2015 
Participate in this year’s 

California Coastal Cleanup Day 

by attending a local workday 

(see below). Volunteers will pick 

up debris, report findings and 

learn about the impact of trash 

on water quality and wildlife. 

Events throughout the 

watershed: 

http://www.cleanwaterprogram.

org/residents/volunteer.html 

and 

http://www.ebparks.org/about/

getinvolved/volunteer/events 

September 27 

Sunol AgPark Harvest 

Festival & Pumpkin 

Patch 
Several acwForum member 

agencies and organizations will 

host information and activity 

tables at the event.  

http://www.sagecenter.org/ 

October 2-4 

Home & Garden Show 
As an event at the Alameda 

County Fairgrounds, water 

conservation, as well as 

agriculture, energy and 

environmental stewardship 

focused booths will be staffed 

by Zone 7 Water Agency, 

Alameda Clean Water Program, 

and others. Check them out! 

http://

www.capitalshowcase.com/

alameda.html 

 

October 11 

Niles Canyon Sunday 

Stroll & Roll 
Bike, walk, or run through Niles 

Canyon without any vehicle 

traffic! Event date is subject to 

CalTrans approval. Check: 

http://www.acgov.org/board/di

strict2/ 

 

November 2015 

acwForum Technical 

Symposium 
It’s coming up! The acwForum 

Forum Technical Symposium is 

planned for November, after the 

busy beginnings of fall. Now’s 

your opportunity to suggest 

topics for the acwForum 

Technical Symposium. Any and 

all recommendations are 

welcome. Contact us! 

Summer 2015 

Volume 1, Issue 4 

Watershed Lookout 

 

We welcome your 

feedback and 

submissions for the 

next edition of 

Watershed Lookout. 

Contact us to submit 

your ideas.  

Inside this issue: 

Highlights 2 

Watershed Toolkit 2 

Spotlight 3 

About Us 3 

S ummer is coming to a close, schools are back in session, and our creeks and watersheds could use replenishing 

rains this fall. In this edition of Watershed Lookout we present upcoming events within the Alameda Creek 

Watershed, including Coastal Cleanup Day activities. The Toolkit section presents a new web-based watershed resource. 

We examine the use of recycled water for non-potable residential purposes, and we summarize last spring’s Annual 

Conference in Highlights.  

Be sure to keep an eye on the acwForum’s website, www.acwForum.org. which is undergoing upgrades and 

improvements! 

Calaveras Reservoir 
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Residential Use of Recycled Water is on 

the Rise with data supplied by Dublin San 

Ramon Services District  

Have you seen any filled recycled water containers in transit lately? 

If you live in the TriValley, the answer is most likely: yes. With 

drought and with increased thought on efficient water use, many 

municipal water suppliers have opened recycled water fill stations 

for residential use. The stations allow residential customers to fill 

up and take recycled water home. Dublin/San Ramon Services 

District (DSRSD) was the first municipal district to establish such a 

program in California with approval from the Regional Water Quality 

Control Board and the California Department of Drinking Water. As 

word of free recycled water for landscaping or outdoor use (e.g., 

watering plants, washing cars, spraying down hard outdoor surfac-

es) spread, residents began lining up. DSRSD reports that between 

their two fill stations (locations in Dublin and Pleasanton), 19.4 

million gallons of recycled water have been distributed to residen-

tial users since unveiling the first station in June 2014 though Au-

gust 24, 2015. During peak summer months demand has surged to 

approximately 200,000 gallons of recycled water per day! All that 

water is being hauled away by 3,096 unique DSRSD customers. 

Other water suppliers have followed suite. According to the Califor-

nia State Water Board, residential recycled water fill station pro-

jects in the San Francisco Bay Area include the following: Central 

Contra Costa Sanitary District, City of Brentwood, City of Livermore 

and California Water Service-Livermore, Delta Diablo Sanitary Dis-

trict, North Coast County Water District, Redwood City Public Works, 

and Palo Alto Regional Water Quality Control Plant.  

Overall, water recycling stations are growing in popularity for good 

reason— they provide an opportunity for water recyclers to show-

case the benefits of using recycled water, while allowing homeown-

ers to maintain landscaping during the drought.  

More questions? Find out more about the DSRSD recycled water fill 

stations and other municipal fill stations programs by clicking on 

the following link: http://www.dsrsd.com/do-business-with-us/

recycled-water-use/residential-recycled-water-fill-station 

acwForum Annual Conference 2015  

The Annual Conference, held May 28th at Zone 7 Water Agency was 

attended by 40 people during the morning. Five presenters spoke 

during the morning session and participated in a panel discussion 

moderated by acwForum vice chair Ralph Johnson. Topics explored 

the drought from a statewide perspective, local water supply 

planning, watershed modeling, and the role of grazing on 

watershed lands. Also, two update presentations were given during 

the Forum Highlights session after lunch on Alameda Creek 

Alliance’s stewardship programs and ACFC&WCD’s newly 

completed Explore Watersheds Project and the #LuvTheBay 

campaign. The afternoon field tour to two Livermore flood 

control/riparian enhancement project sites drew 17 people. Lunch 

sponsorships were provided by AECOM Technical Services, Inc., 

Fugro Consultants, Stillwater Science, and The Watershed Nursery. 

Many thanks to everyone who attended, hosted, planned, and 

supported the 2015 Annual Conference! If you missed it, or want to 

revisit the topics, you can find the presentations at: 

http://www.acrcd.org/WatershedCouncil/MeetingsandEvents/acwF

orumAnnualConference2015Presentations.aspx  

HIGHLIGHTS 
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Alameda County’s Western Watersheds  

Revealed 

The Alameda County Flood Control & Water Control District 

(ACFC&WCD) sought to increase access and use of watershed infor-

mation. Maps and information had only been available on paper, or 

in certain watersheds some digital resources were online, but they 

were difficult to find and use. To increase access, the ACFC&WCD 

took advantage of Google Earth technology to create a dynamic 

map of watersheds in Western Alameda County, featuring details 

on creeks, culverts, channels, storm drains, geographical features, 

roads and points of interest. 

To create the map, Fugro Consultants was contracted to design a 

layered file, giving users the ability to turn features on and off. Each 

mapped watershed is accompanied by information on the area 

WATERSHED TOOLKIT 

Zone 7 Water Agency and the City of Livermore give an overview of 

the Galaxy Court Flood Protection & Trail Culvert Replacement Project 

during the field portion of the Annual Conference, Livermore, 2015 
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including lists of waterbodies, 

flora, fauna, restoration pro-

jects, recreation opportunities, 

and ways that volunteers can 

get involved. To support ac-

cess, the map and the water-

shed information is hosted on 

the ACFC&WCD website, 

http://acfloodcontrol.org/

resources/explore-

watersheds. The content for 

each watershed is hosted on 

its own page, which increases 

search optimization.  

Presentations of the Map have 

resulted in interest from envi-

ronmental professionals, natu-

ralists and educators. It will be 

used as part of an 

ACFC&WCD/Sulphur Creek Nature Center partnership Watershed Education 

Program. A Google Earth Station in the program will allow students to navigate 

through their local watershed, and track the creek closest to their school. 

Teachers can use the program in the classroom to meet Common Core stand-

ards with watershed maps, science and technology. An example would be com-

paring watersheds, looking at the number of creeks, underground channels or 

storm drains and engineered channels. Then using the watershed’s “Features” 

webpage to review the major issues.   

The map provides access and improved learning about watersheds while expos-

ing the public and students to current technology. The regional map has the 

ability to demonstrate the larger watershed picture. Students can easily make 

connections between their surroundings and the system of watersheds in which 

they live. 

Watersheds Revealed continued ... 

www.acwForum.org 

CONTACT US 
 

Chair:  

Elke Rank, Zone 7 Water Agency 

erank@zone7water.com 

Vice Chair:  

Ralph Johnson, consultant 

 

 

Coordinator:  

Ian Howell, ACRCD 

ian.howell@acrcd.org 

Website & Outreach Assistant:  

Haley Burgardt, ACRCD 

haley.burgardt@acrcd.org 

Funded by ACFC&WCD with support 

from Zone 7 Water Agency 
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The Alameda Creek Watershed Forum (a.k.a., 

acwForum) is a voluntary, non-regulatory stake-

holder group that supports the community’s 

interest in protecting and achieving a healthy 

and sustainable Alameda Creek watershed.  

acwForum stakeholders include signatory mem-

bers—agencies and organizations with steward-

ship interests and purview in the Alameda 

Creek watershed that have signed the Letter of 

Understanding—and other interested local 

agencies, watershed organizations, landown-

ers, land managers, and residents.  

The purpose of the acwForum is to facilitate 

communication among watershed stakeholders 

and demonstrate their commitment to under-

standing, protecting, and restoring the Alameda 

Creek watershed. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who 

support Earth Day and Coastal 

Cleanup Day events to keep creeks 

and waterbodies trash-free through-

out the Alameda Creek Watershed! 

SPOTLIGHT 

Interactive Google Earth Creek and Watershed 

Map Program 

© Cynthia Butler 

acwForum Signatory Members: 

 Alameda County Flood Control and 

Water Conservation District 

(ACFC&WCD) 

 Alameda County Water District 

 Alameda County Resource Conserva-

tion District (ACRCD) 

 East Bay Regional Park District 

(EBRPD) 

 

 Friends of the Arroyos 

 Livermore Area Recreation and Park 

District 

 City of Livermore 

 City of Fremont 

 San Francisco Bay Regional Water 

Quality Control Board (SFBRWQCB) 

 Zone 7 Water Agency 
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Coastal Cleanup Day 2014, Niles Staging Area along Alameda 

Creek, Fremont 

For questions and comments on the project, contact 

Cynthia Butler at:  

watersheds@acfloodcontrol.org 

http://acfloodcontrol.org/resources/explore-watersheds
http://acfloodcontrol.org/resources/explore-watersheds
http://acfloodcontrol.org/resources/explore-watersheds
mailto:watersheds@acfloodcontrol.org

