
Stewardship System Resources
September 2021

Enjoy these free resources provided to help you grow generosity in your faith community. Let us know
how we can be of assistance to you in your stewardship ministry,

Sincerely,
Denis Greene, President
Church Development

Monthly Leadership Training Video:

How do Social Connections Influence Generosity?

Instructions: show this video during your monthly stewardship committee meeting. These video clips will
provide meaningful training for your team.

All Church Development training videos are available on our website on the Resources page. Click here
to view the video library. Note: you will need internet access to view this video. You may also need
projection equipment and sound system for acceptable viewing quality.

www.church-development.com

https://church-development.com/church-capital-campaign-and-stewardship-resources/
https://church-development.com/church-capital-campaign-and-stewardship-resources/
https://www.church-development.com/contact-church-development


Monthly Stewardship Committee Agenda September 2021

Instructions: use this agenda template to run your monthly stewardship committee meeting. Transfer the content
to a Word document. You may modify or adjust the agenda as needed. Add your church logo and print a copy of
the agenda for each committee member. The chair of your committee should lead the meeting.

Stewardship Committee Agenda
[Enter your church’s logo here]
[Enter the Date Here]

1. Open in prayer
a. Read Matthew 7:24-25. “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into

practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose,
and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation
on the rock.”

b. Discussion Questions:  This quotation from Matthew addresses the foundation of a stewardship
program.  So the Stewardship Committee may wish to discuss the spirit of your church… to ask
what kind of foundation your church, and your stewardship program, is built upon.

i. Perhaps a short conversation on these topics would be helpful.
ii. What is a foundation of true stewardship?

iii. In a few words, what do we want our stewardship program to do?
iv. Do you think we encourage stewardship here?  Can we do more?

2. Review Action Items from last meeting
3. Read this month’s Stewardship System Insight provided by Church Development
4. View Stewardship System training video.
5. Review your Stewardship System Checklist

a. Determine action for any stewardship culture building activities for the month
b. Determine action for next special appeal letter.
c. Monthly Stewardship System Checklist

i. Place stewardship inserts in bulletin
ii. Recruit layperson to give stewardship testimony

iii. Place article in newsletter
iv. Set date for next month’s Committee Meeting

6. Update on status of annual stewardship campaign efforts.
7. New items of business
8. Close in prayer
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Stewardship System Insight September 2021

Is a Stewardship Committee really necessary?

That’s a very good question, given that fewer than 20% of  churches have one. And while many Stewardship
System viewers have a stewardship committee, it’s still good to ask if  your church is making the bestuse of  it.

Here are a few insights about stewardship committees.

First, they’re different from finance committees. Most churches have a finance committee and many of those
also are somewhat responsible for stewardship. In either case, the finance committee is typically far more
concerned about managing expenses than generating income. So if  one committee does try to manage both
stewardship and finances, almost certainly finances will take the lion’s share of  time and resources.

The reason is simple: it’s difficult to raise money. Developing a sustainable and effective stewardship plan
takes hours of  work, lots of  creativity, a willingnessto ask people to sacrifice and an acceptance of  delayed
gratification.

Which leads to another point: stewardship is a process of  spiritual growth. How many churches start talking
about stewardship when it’s time for the annual appeal? Probably most, when in fact the annual appeal would
be more successful if  stewardship formation was a year-round endeavor. The real goal of  stewardship is not
more giving… it’s the development of  a spirit of  gratitudeand generosity. That can’t be done in a one-month
sprint; it has to be done in a twelve-month marathon. And only a group of  dedicated and trained peoplewith
adequate resources and support can make that happen.

Less than 1% of  churches have a year-round streamof  “Stewardship Awareness”. This stream is composedof
weekly bulletin paragraphs, monthly lay speakers, monthly newsletter columns, quarterly sermons, emails,
texts, video, publications, workshops, retreats and classes for spiritual formation. Obviously this requires a
minimum annual time commitment of  hundreds of  hours.

A Finance-Stewardship Committee has many demanding financial items on its agenda and inevitably lacks the
ability to develop an annual stewardship program. Even churches with a dedicated stewardship committee
rarely reach their full stewardship potential. However, churches that invite committed and generous persons
to a committee dedicated to stewardship, train them and give them adequate resources, and commit to a
year-round stewardship focus are amazed at the results.
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Weekly Bulletin Inserts – September 2021

CATHOLIC BULLETIN INSERTS

September 5, 2021 Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
“And immediately the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.”Mark 7:35

The deaf man with the speech problem experienced immediate relief.  Sometimes our stewardship, our
charity, our giving, our intervention, has an immediate impact.  Sometimes it takes a while. But whether
immediate or over time, no kind deed of ours goes without an impact.

September 12, 2021 Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jesus called the crowd and his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves.   Mark 8:34

Denying ourselves is usually NOT the easiest way to go.  On the contrary, we are frequently encouraged
to consume, to help the economy, to satisfy our needs and our wants (easy to confuse those two!).
Jesus, obviously, suggests a different way.  What do we think about his suggestion?  How might we
implement it in our lives?

September 19, 2021 Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jesus asked his disciples, “What were you arguing about on the way?”  But they were silent, for on the
way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest.   Mark 9:33-34

Even Jesus’ closest friends had a hard time understanding the command that his followers be the last of
all and servant of all. Good stewardship is a wonderful way to be the servant of others.

September 26, 2021 Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jesus said, “For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of
Christ will by no means lose their reward.”   Mark 9:41

Jesus' statement about a cup of water shows that very practical and simple acts are precisely the
stewardship deeds he hopes his disciples make.  Our care and support for others, no matter how small,
are significant in the eyes of God.

www.church-development.com
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REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY (PROTESTANT) BULLETIN INSERTS

September 5, 2021 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
And immediately the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.   Mark 7:35

The deaf man with the speech problem experienced immediate relief.  Sometimes our stewardship, our
charity, our giving, our intervention, has an immediate impact.  Sometimes it takes a while. But whether
immediate or over time, no kind deed of ours goes without an impact.

September 12, 2021 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jesus called the crowd and his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves.   Mark 8:34

Denying ourselves is usually NOT the easiest way to go.  On the contrary, we are frequently encouraged
to consume, to help the economy, to satisfy our needs and our wants (easy to confuse those two!).
Jesus, obviously, suggests a different way.  What do we think about his suggestion?  How might we
implement it in our lives?

September 19, 2021 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Jesus asked his disciples, “What were you arguing about on the way?”  But they were silent, for on the
way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest.   Mark 9:33-34

Even Jesus’ closest friends had a hard time understanding the command that his followers be the last of
all and servant of all. Good stewardship is a wonderful way to be the servant of others.

September 26, 2021 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jesus said, “For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of
Christ will by no means lose their reward.”   Mark 9:41

Jesus’ statement about a cup of water shows that very practical and simple acts are precisely the
stewardship deeds he hopes his disciples make.  Our care and support for others, no matter how small,
are significant in the eyes of God.
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Monthly Stewardship Testimony September 2021

Instructions: Have a lay person deliver a stewardship testimony this month. For your convenience, we
have provided guidelines for the person giving the testimony to follow. You may want to have this person
touch base with the pastor or the person in charge of service programming to go over the testimony
prior to delivery. Use this script or share a similar stewardship-related vignette during services on the
first Sunday of the month.

Training Video for Lay Speakers

Stewardship Campaign Testimony Guidelines

Thank you for agreeing to share your stewardship testimony at a service this month. This is a great
opportunity to show how God has used giving to help you grow spiritually and help build His Kingdom.
We greatly appreciate your willingness to assist our stewardship training efforts so others will also grow
in the grace of giving.

These guidelines are provided to help you prepare your remarks. If you have questions, please contact
your pastor or priest. God’s blessings to you as you share.

1. Suggested length: your testimony should be two to three minutes long. Please time yourself prior to
sharing so that you are certain your comments will fit the time frame.

2. What to talk about: Make sure to start your talk by including a definition of “What is stewardship?”
2.1. Personal stories are always best.
2.2. Recount the ways in which you’ve been blessed.
2.3. Please share from the heart about why you give of your time, talent, and treasure.

3. Where you will stand: please come to the front of the church and the pastor will provide you with a
microphone.

4. During what part of the service will I speak? [You will share just before the sermon/during
announcements after Communion].

5. What other tips can you give me to help deliver a successful testimony?
5.1. Speak clearly and at an easy pace.
5.2. Look at your audience
5.3. Share from the heart
5.4. Animate your voice
5.5. Tell stories
5.6. Practice beforehand

Congratulations! You have completed all the tasks for this month’s Stewardship
System. Have your committee follow-up any action items as needed. We will send

next month’s information two weeks before the first day of the month.

If you have questions, or if we can be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact
us via our website or through our Stewardship System hotline at: 816-333-8111.
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