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What’s inside 
Center spread 

Page 9: Mathletes of Yavneh spread their love for 

equations and complex problems to the Jewish high 

school world.

Page 3: Purim photo story shows the events of the 

exciting holiday, featuring pictures of music duo 

“Happie and Eric.” 

Don’t mess with Texas
By Eliana Abraham ‘18

“Welcome to Texas.”
My family and I were waiting to see this sign for five days. We 

traveled by U-Haul truck and minivan from Boston, Mass., to Dallas, 
Texas, from the northeast to the Deep South, from the blizzards to the 
heat waves. 

Before moving to Texas, I had some preconceptions about my new 
life in this state. I expected my classmates to speak with Southern 
accents, love country music, wear shiny cowboy boots and plaid shirts 
all day every day. Politically, I assumed there would be a majority of 
conservative Republicans.  

The reality, I later discovered, is that we live in a city, not in the 
outskirts of some farm town. Dallas, a politically diverse city, is cur-
rently booming with innovation and career opportunities. Although 
Dallas looks nothing like a classic Western film, rodeos and cowboy 
museums can be found by driving a few miles in any direction. 

A few special aspects of the Lone Star State compared to the 
northeast include its wide roads and incredible intertwining highways 
hundreds of feet above the ground. Pickup trucks vie for space in the 
streets. Car companies even create Texas edition trucks. Any kind of 
person, from high school students to physicians to construction com-
pany owners, may be seen driving a truck in Texas. 

One particular memory I have regarding a classic Texas 
moment would be when my family and I entered a store in 
Downtown Dallas. My eyes were immediately drawn to a 
large white rectangular sign on the side of the entrance. 
It said the store did not allow open carry and had a 
picture of a pistol. Such a sign would never be needed 
in Boston. 

Fourteen days after arriving to Texas, the 2016-17 
Yavneh Academy of Dallas academic school year be-
gan. With an undeniably gorgeous campus, I looked 
forward to attending this school for my junior and 
senior year. 

As beautiful as a building can be on 
the outside, the internal environment 
determines the overall experience. 
Even after my first day, I knew 
that Yavneh’s atmosphere 
inside matched its ex-
ceptional architecture. 
Academic, extracur-
ricular and social 
opportunities here 
surpassed all of my 
expectations. 

After only three 
months living in Tex-
as, I attended AIPAC’s 
Schusterman Advocacy 
Institute High School Sum-
mit in Washington, D.C. and 
Yachad’s National Leadership 
Shabbaton in Stamford, Conn. 
These two events shaped the way 
I act today. At AIPAC, I was exposed to 
the world of Israel Advocacy on both 
the college campus and political level. 
At Yachad, I built relationships with the 
children with special needs and other 
high school volunteers across America. 

When I said that I was from Dallas, people’s interests piqued and 
they blurted out stereotypical questions. Some were as strange as “Do 
you go to a lot of farms?” and as curious as “What’s the Jewish life like 
in Texas?”

At Yavneh, Bulldog spirit is the unifying factor for the entire 
school. Whether cheering on our athletes at a sports game or applaud-
ing the seniors as they graduate, our community bleeds red and black. 

Last year, I volunteered for the Yavneh booth at the Dallas Kosher 
Chili Cook-off. Under the tent in the sweltering heat of March, some-
thing I did not experience in New England, I filled plastic cups with 
the hot chili made by John Lacritz [father of Megan ‘17 and Scott ‘15.]
That afternoon, men and women from the various synagogues of  Dal-
las came together to eat chili and support the Jewish community as a 
whole — a truly magnificent moment for me to be a part of during my 
first year as a Jewish Texan teenager. 

When this issue is released, my grade will have experienced our 
last full week of classes as high school students. Then comes Pesach 
break, a time to be together with our families. 

For the last few months, we have stayed after school to learn about 
the Holocaust and the places we will be seeing in real life. On April 9, 

we fly to Chicago to catch our flight to Poland, where we will 
begin our trip as the Dallas chapter of the 30th March of 

the Living. Two weeks, 40 teenagers, a few adult chap-
erones and one Holocaust survivor to accompany 

us, Max Glauben.  
 I am extremely thankful to Yavneh and 

the Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas for 
providing the opportunity for us to have the 

experience of traveling to Poland and Israel.
Upon returning from this trip, our 

class, after recovering from jet lag, will 
begin preparation for our graduation 

ceremony. 
That night will be bittersweet. 

Although I am ecstatic to begin my 
journey as a young adult outside 

the walls of high school, I 
am sad to leave the small, 

tight-knit community of  
passionate students and 

wonderful faculty and 
staff at Yavneh. 

Looking back 
on my last two 
years in Dallas, I 
can honestly say 
that this city, its 

Jewish community 
and Yavneh holds 

something special, 
something that will 

always pull me back to 
visit and possibly stay in 

as I pursue my ultimate 
career in medicine. 

I would personally like to 
invite all Yavneh supporters and families 
from the Dallas Jewish community and 
beyond to our Class of 2018 graduation 
on Thursday, May 17.

Want more of The Bulldog Print? Check out our new website: bulldogprint.org

Page 4: An opinion on gun control, including the 

myths and realities. 

My two years in the Lone Star State while at Yavneh

Texas expectations
“My first expectations were that 
[Texas] would be warm year round 
and that it would be very spread out. 
I was pretty much right about both. 
You can’t walk many places like you 
can in a city.”

Jenna Sasson [10]
From Glen Rock, N.J. 

“Before moving to Texas, I had no 
clue what to expect besides stereo-
types of Southern accents and lots of 
tacos.”

Emily Warshowsky [12]
From Montville, N.J.

“I watched westerns and thought it 
would be flat, flat, flat, dusty and 
have tumbleweeds blowing down the 
street.”

Judy Babb, Journalism advisor
Teacher from Louisville, Ky.

“I thought it would be desolate, have 
no trees and that there would be hot 
weather all the time, without any 
precipitation.”

Roy Einhorn [12]
From Virginia Beach, Vir

“When I first moved to Texas, I 
genuinely believed that I’d need to 
buy a cowboy hat and boots to fit in. 
Dallas is way more mainstream than 
I thought it would be.”

Jordan Krieger [12]
From Weston, Fla

“Coming to Texas, I expected cordial 
drivers, seasonable winters, open 
spaces and a great school commu-
nity to be a  part of.”

Sara Block, Judaic teacher
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Page 11: Read about Israel’s contributions to the high-

tech industry, including a focus on a new startup, Spectory. 

Welcome 
to the real 

world 
Pages 6-7
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Doping allegations 
Athletes still being investigated for unethical advantages at Olympics 

By Paul Schussler ‘20 
As the world watched the 

Winter Olympics this year, many 
were confused by the sudden ap-
pearance of a country with gray 
shirts and a flag sporting the 
Olympic logo. Some may have 
asked themselves, “Who is this 
new team?”

Officially, it is known as the 
Olympic Athlete from Russia 
(OAR). This decision was made 
by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) to punish 
Russia for its discovered doping 
scheme, which allowed Russia to 
engage in doping since in 2014 
Winter Olympics. Since this was 
implemented, any medals won 
by the OAR would not go to-
wards Russia’s total medal count.

This team only represented 
Russian athletes, not the country 
itself. The athletes wore gray, car-
rying a neutral, Olympic flag in 
favor of the Russian flag. These 
were the only repercussions 
Russia received for its doping 
violations.

The Russian reaction was 
enormous. Before the Olympics had started, 
athletes attending under a neutral flag were 
called traitors. Many Russians objected to the 
athletes competing, feeling that the Russian flag 
and national pride were more important than the 
Olympic games.  

How were the Russians able to game the sys-
tem? The IOC employs strict safeguards against 
doping, namely drug tests. All athletes must 
submit a urine sample to the IOC. The samples 
are retained in a sealed container. 

The Russians dodged the system by replacing 

the contaminated urine samples with clean urine 
through a “mouse-hole.” Essentially, they man-
aged to open a hole in the bottle to funnel out 
and replace urine, without breaking the seal.

    Unfortunately, Russia’s punishment did not 
serve as a sufficient deterrent. One of the Russian 
OAR athletes was found doping in South Korea 
this year.

According to The Guardian, an OAR curler 
named Alexander Krushelnitsky was caught 
using a prohibited drug called Meldonium. 
Meldonium increases blood flow and endurance 
according to Independent. This is the primary 

drug used by athletes who need a boost in endur-
ance. For examples, curlers need this boost to 
sweep the broom around continuously for long 
periods of time. 

Krushelnitsky had his bronze medal revoked 
and ended up leaving the Olympics. The bronze 
medal was given to Norway.

However, the doping did not stop there. 
Another OAR athlete named Nadezhda Sergeeva, 
was also caught doping. Ironically, Sergeeva 
had taken a picture the day before donning an 
“I Don’t Do Doping” shirt. She used a different 
drug, Trimetazidine, to help increase her oxygen 

flow. Sergeeva placed 12th, not qualifying 
for a medal despite using performance 
enhancers.

Unfortunately, the IOC is not taking 
many steps to prevent illegal doping. 
Other than banning the Russian Olympic 
Committee and forcing the athletes to 
compete under a neutral organization, 
which many see as a mere slap on the 
wrist. 

Russian athletes have not received 
serious consequences or more stringent 
tests in the wake of their repeated of-
fenses. This inaction has outraged many, 
including the Institute of National Anti-
Doping Organizations (INADO).

“Regardless of what you may hope, 
you can’t merely ‘wish away’ the most 
significant fraud in the history of sport,” 
they said. 

“By failing to impose a meaningful 
sanction on the ROC (Russian Olympic 
Committee), the IOC would be culpable 
in this effort to defraud clean athletes of 
the world,” the INADO warned. 

Matt Richardson, CEO of the Swedish 
anti-doping agency,  offered a solution. 

“There should have been an outright 
ban, and the criteria for eventual neutral 
athletes should have been harder,” he 

said.    
While the IOC has forced the Russians to 

compete under a neutral banner, this “deterrent” 
clearly is not large enough to properly prevent 
doping. Two Russian athletes have been caught 
for doping this year, with one forfeiting a medal. 

Russia’s doping situation is spiraling out of 
control, and the IOC must do something about it 
soon, lest our cherished Olympics games be lost 
to a storm of performance-enhancing drugs. 

Sponsored by the Feinstein family
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Trendy thrifts Teens find authentic, vintage 
apparel for miniscule prices

By Tia Einhorn ‘20
Trends — here today and gone 

tomorrow. Must haves. 
One recently popular endeavor 

has been to go thrift shopping or 
“thrifting.” Thrift stores, also known 
as charity stores, came about for the 
purpose of raising money for different 
foundations. 

Regardless of its past intent, these 
retail stores are considered by today’s 
teenagers as a means to purchase 
trendy clothes. Thrift shopping ap-
peals to the younger generation since 
they want trendy clothes but don’t 
have a large amount of money to 
spend. For some, vintage items worn 
in the ‘80s have more appeal than the 
newest pieces on the market. 

Companies have emerged within 
the retail industry to try and join this recently profitable 
opportunity. However, with more companies comes less 
uniqueness. 

It is becoming more difficult for all the different consign-
ment stores to compete and collect extra-ordinary items. In 
response, these companies have been making extensive use 
of their marketing teams.

In recent years, some stores have advertised that they will 
not only sell these “trendy” items of clothing, but will also 
offer money for high-end vintage pieces. 

One such company, Buffalo Exchange, has buyers evalu-
ate clothing and then place offers on the gently worn items. 

To look through the multiple racks lined up requires 
patience and determination. After a few hours, one can sud-
denly find the gem that makes the whole trip worth it. It is 
not rare to find a piece valued at $200 retail price at the local 
mall, sold for only $7 at a thrift shop mere miles away. 

One example of this is Lululemon leggings, which can 
often be found for extremely reduced prices. While they 

usually sell for $100, they may be priced at $25 or less at 
thrift stores. 

Specific items such as leather and denim jackets have 
been extremely popular and typically sell out immediately. 

Not only has thrifting taken the fashion industry by 
storm, but this new trend has also been swarming social 
media platforms. 

YouTube has become the most popular platform for shar-
ing purchases from trips to thrift stores. If one types “thrift” 
into the YouTube search bar, the result will be more than 5 
million videos focusing on the thrift store experience. 

People share their experiences on YouTube in a variety 
of ways. Some take the camera around the store and tape 
their methods of shopping. These “vlogs,” or video blogs, are 
usually called “Come thrift with me.” YouTubers share what 
they found and usually include some tips on how to find the 
best deals and truly discover the diamond in the rough. 

Occasionally, YouTubers will more formally examine 
their hauls by sitting down and displaying the items they 
bought, comparing the thrift store price to the retail price.

Although some people find gor-
geous and in-style items during their 
first time thrifting, most aren’t as 
lucky since some stores don’t have 
those gems for sale. 

As an alternative way to have 
vintage and trendy clothing in their 
closets, these unlucky thrifters take 
out their scissors and hot glue guns. 

Not only has it become stylish to 
thrift shop, but it has become stylish 
to transform clothing from thrift 
stores into fresh and unique pieces. 
Individuals buy outdated pieces, cut 
them up and make them into new 
updated articles of clothing that 
would cost hundreds of dollars at 
stores in a typical mall. 

People generally turn T-shirts into tank tops. However, 
one of the most surprising and most viewed DIY’s (Do It 
Yourself) posted on YouTube was by a girl with the chan-
nel name of “Coolirpa.” She took a curtain she found at 
a second-hand store and transformed it to a formal dress 
which would have a hefty retail price if bought off the racks 
in a mall.

Thrift stores have existed for decades, but have only 
recently been thrust into the spotlight of American teenage 
culture. Credit can be given to Macklemore and Ryan Lewis, 
who in 2012 released the hit song “Thrift Shop.” 

The song was a testimony to how a rapper can be suc-
cessful without flaunting a pricey wardrobe. Macklemore 
says, “One man’s trash, that’s another man’s come-up” and, 
perhaps the most memorable lyric of the song, “I’m gonna 
pop some tags, only got twenty dollars in my pocket.” This 
song inspired a revolution and demonstrated to the youth of 
the world that the price tag does not capture the essence of 
the item.

Thrift shopping is the “better mousetrap,” the better 
solution, to buying high-end, overpriced, vintage-appearing 
apparel. Millennials have rediscovered the jackpot for retail.  

Purim pulls out all stops

On Feb. 28, Yavneh hosted its annual Purim festivities for the entire Dallas Jewish community. The night included Rabbi Meir Tannenbaum’s reading of 
Megillat Esther, a musical performance by professional Jewish singer songwriter duo Eric and Happie, the Class of 2018’s Purim play and energetic dancing. 
Participants arrived dressed in costumes, from Disney princesses to pirates to Converse shoes to hippies. 

1

Macklemore wears a lavish fur coat from a thrift storein the music video for “Thrift Shop.” 

2

3

45
1. Boys start a mosh pit during dancing. 2. Rabbi Michel Lomner sings with Yavneh students. 3. Happie Hoffman and Eric Hunker play their guitars and sing to the crowd. 4. Freshmen dance on the girls side of the party. 5. Vanessa 
Tanur [12] and Anna Wernick [12] pose as a referee and Dallas Mavericks player during their last Purim at Yavneh as high school students. Photos by Rachel Sasson ‘18.
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Debunking gun control myths
Finding a real solution to combat school shootings

By Ari Berke ‘20
A horrific school shooting happened in Parkland, Fl., on 

Feb. 14, leaving 17 dead in its wake. The vile person respon-
sible for this tragedy, Nikolas Cruz, used a legally-purchased 
AR-15 to wreak havoc on innocent students and teachers. 
This immediately triggered a debate regarding the future 
course of action for guns to prevent another Parkland-type 
shooting. 

The Left believes that increased gun control is the way 
to go, with organizations such as Everytown for Gun Safety 
leading the charge with disingenuous “facts” and mislead-
ing statistics. Instead of listening to disinformation used 
to promote an ineffective cause, we should focus on a real, 
lasting solution to school shootings and make Parkland the 
last one.

The classic gun control statistic used is that the United 
States has dramatically higher rates of gun violence than 
other developed countries with stricter gun laws. Left-wing 
news outlets love to profess this statistic, therefore conclud-
ing that strict, European, all-encompassing gun control is 
necessary and should be enacted. 

NPR conducted a study to back up this statistic. They 
found that the United States has roughly 3.85 gun deaths 
per 100,000 residents, while many other developed coun-
tries have at or below .5 per 100,000. This statistic is true; 
however, it is also dangerously misleading. Two components 
affect this statistic and what it is comprised of: suicides 
and homicides. Both of these components are being used 
to paint a false picture of the United States’s gun situation 
versus the world.

First, I’ll address suicides. The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) estimates that there are 12.6 suicides per 
100,000 residents in the United States. This suicide 
rate is actu-
ally extremely 
average. The 
WHO has 
it well below 
many other 
developed 
countries that 
employ im-
mensely tough 
gun regulations, 
such as Finland 
(12.7), Sweden 
(14.2), Japan (15.4), 
Poland (16.0), India 
(18.5) and South 
Korea (24.1). The U.S.’s 
firearm suicide rate is 
certainly not an “outlying” 
statistic relative to other, 
gun-stricter nations, so gun 
control clearly is not the rem-
edy for suicide.

The rest of deaths by firearms are classified as homicides. 
While NPR found the United States as a whole to have 
much higher homicide rates than the rest of the developed 
world, gun laws are generally not determined at the federal 
level (as opposed to the rest of the developed world whose 
federal government enacted blanket firearm bans). In the 
United States, states employ their own gun laws. At the state 
level, the notion that our country’s lax gun laws contribute 
to increased homicides is patently false. 

According to Giffords Law Center, Wyoming, Vermont, 
and Idaho each have the laxest gun laws in the United States. 
These states do not require licenses or state permits, have no 
magazine capacity restrictions, no waiting periods between 
purchasing a gun and receiving it, no laws regulating assault 
weapons or .50 caliber ammunition, and no registration, 
background or mental health checks are required for private 
sales. 

In theory, according to the Left, they should have astro-
nomical homicide rates — their restrictions, or lack thereof, 
are “appallingly” lenient relative to the 
European or Japanese 
standards. However, 

the FBI Uniform Crime Report found those three states 
rank twelve, three and six respectively in lowest homicide 
rates. Utah, Iowa, and Minnesota, who respectively rank 
five, eight and nine, respectively, also have extremely lax gun 
laws, only slightly stricter than those of Wyoming, Vermont 
or Idaho. 

Contrast those with Washington, D.C., a city (considered 
a state regarding gun laws and statistics) with extremely 
strict gun laws according to Giffords. Various permits and 
licenses are required, registration with police is required, 
magazine capacity is limited to 10 rounds, assault weapons 
are banned, open carry is not allowed and background 
checks are mandatory for all purchases. D.C. even attempted 
a blanket ban on handguns, but it was overturned by the 
Supreme Court in the case District of Columbia vs. Heller 
on the grounds of unconstitutionality. However, D.C. ranks 
dead last in the FBI Uniform Crime Report for homicide 
rates by state, with 24 deaths per 100,000 residents (nearly 
2.5 times higher than the next state). 

The inconsistencies in the results of gun control in cer-
tain states versus others suggest that gun 
control is not a driving factor behind 

higher or lower 
homicide rates. If 

gun restrictions had a direct 
effect on homicide rates, murders should linearly 

increase by the leniency of gun laws. If something is 
contributing to the discrepancies in homicide rates across 
states, it isn’t gun control. Because gun control laws clear-

ly do not correlate with U.S. homicide rates, we should 
abandon the fallacy that gun violence is predominately 
sourced in lax gun laws. While gun control appeals to 
the emotions after horrific tragedies, the logic is lack-
ing. The Left needs to stop pushing gun control to 

prevent mass shootings — it simply does not work 
consistently. While more specific measures may be 

taken regarding gun laws, such as the new bump 
stock ban, gun violence cannot and will not be 
stopped by legislation. 

To protect our schools, I believe we need 
to mandate that each public school has armed 

staff and armed guards protecting the students all 
day. Retired veterans, who are more than up to the task 

of protecting the next generation, could be hired. Armed 
security is standard procedure for all other government 
organizations (consulates/embassies, federal department 
headquarters, etc.) Why should we value our public school 
children and staff less than the rest of the public institutions 
in our country? To ensure Parkland is the last school shoot-
ing, we should not resort to failed legislation: the United 
States must widely mandate the use of armed staff and 
guards in each public school, and I advise private schools to 
follow suit. 

AR-15 myth busting
The AR-15 is probably the most hated/feared/discussed gun in the United 

States and has plenty of misinformation surrounding it
MYTH
The AR-15 is an assault weapon.
REALITY
An assault weapon needs to have the ability to 
be fully automatic. The AR-15 is semi-automat-
ic, like most legal guns, meaning that one round 
(bullet) is fired for every pull of the trigger. 
MYTH
The AR of AR-15 stands for Assault Rifle.
REALITY
It stands for ArmaLite Rifle, the gun’s manufac-
turer. 
MYTH
The AR-15 is the leading cause of homicide in 

the United States.
REALITY
The FBI found that all rifles kill fewer people 
per year than “blunt objects” such as hammers 
or clubs. Handguns are by far the most popular 
method of homicide. This is a main reason why 
one can purchase an AR-15 at 18 but a handgun 
at 21. AR-15’s are not nearly as dangerous.
MYTH
AR-15’s are the weapon of choice for mass 
shooters. 
REALITY
According to a Statista study, over the last 35 
years, handguns were used 67 times in mass 

shootings compared to 35 times with rifles. A 
study from Northeastern University found that 
handguns are used in 47.9 per cent of mass 
shootings, with rifles comprising 24.6 per cent.
MYTH
The AR-15 is a “Weapon of War.”
REALITY
The United States Army does not use AR-15’s. 
M4’s are the standard-issue firearm of the mili-
tary. AR-15’s are considered the civilian adapta-
tion of the M4’s. The AR-15 is not even the most 
dangerous gun on the market in any category: 
it does not have the highest caliber, capacity or 
firing rate and is too bulky to conceal.

MYTH
Raising the age restriction on an AR-15 or simi-
lar rifles will prevent mass murder.
REALITY
Everytown for Gun Safety estimates that of the 
156 mass murders since 2009, 11 were commit-
ted by someone under 21, and only two used an 
assault rifle. Further, one of the two was illegally 
acquired, meaning increased legislation would 
have done nothing. While even one under-21 
assault-rifle mass murder is too many, it does 
not indicate that an age restriction is the answer. 

Artwork by Rebecca Herschberg ‘20.
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Humans of Vogel Alcove 
Changing the face of homelessness one face at a time

By Jamie Perkins ‘20
Every day, around a hundred chil-

dren walk through Vogel Alcove’s glass 
doors and arrive in their safe haven. 
They are fed, clothed and given medi-
cal support at no charge. 

The Vogel Alcove is a non-profit 
organization that has been serving 
homeless children in the greater Dallas 
area since 1987. It is a preschool for 
homeless children ages six weeks to 
six years who live in various shelters 
in the Dallas area. The parents attend 
parenting classes and receive support, 
such as money for gas or bills. 

About 95 percent of the children 
at Vogel Alcove come from families 
headed by single mothers. Around 92 
percent of those mothers are victims of 
domestic abuse and some of them are 
off the grid. Due to the threat of fur-
ther abuse by an abusive parent, many 
of the kids at Vogel Alcove cannot be 
photographed to protect their safety. 

My family has been involved with 
the Vogel Alcove for more than 19 
years. We’ve witnessed Vogel Alcove 
change and grow from a five-class-
room building into a new and greatly 
improved facility. In 2014, Vogel Al-
cove moved into what used to be City 
Park Elementary School in Downtown 
Dallas. The new location includes 
a gym, sensory garden,“backyard,” 
playground and Gap Camp for school-
aged children to attend during school 
breaks. 

The infant classrooms are my 
personal favorite place to volunteer. 
The most touching feeling is when a 
delicate hand grabs onto my finger. I 
volunteer once or twice a week and 
love knowing that I can bring joy to 
someone who may not be finding it 
outside of Vogel’s doors. 

It’s amazing to see the kids pass 

their milestones. When I see babies 
that I’ve known since their first day 
at the center begin to walk or talk, it’s 
thrilling. I fondly remember teaching 
one girl how to say the word “bubbles.”

 The infants are a big part of my 
life. When one of them is scheduled 
for surgery, I pray. Once a develop-
mentally delayed baby learns to sit, I 

feel immense pride. 
Although volunteering has been re-

warding, I knew I could do something 
more with my passion for Vogel Al-
cove. I wanted to make a difference in 
the way that these families are viewed. 
So when Chana Ben-Abraham, His-
tory and Creative Writing teacher, 
suggested that I start Humans of Vogel 

Alcove, I jumped into action. I met 
with the CEO, head of marketing, 
head of family services and four differ-
ent social workers at the Vogel Alcove. 

Finally, I was able to start the 
social media pages on Facebook and 
Instagram. 

Humans of Vogel Alcove is similar 
to Humans of New York, a popular 
Facebook page that provides insight 
into the lives of various citizens of 
New York City. 

I’m doing the same thing with the 
parents of children who attend Vogel 
Alcove. Social workers were able to 
put me in contact with parents willing 
to share their families’ stories. My goal 
is to shed light on those who are too 
often overlooked. 

The parents I have been fortunate 
enough to speak with have taught me 
priceless life lessons. 

One of the most important things I 
have learned in the process of manag-
ing Humans of Vogel Alcove is that 
homeless parents are not so different 
from parents with homes. 

Many of these parents are just 
down on their luck or were one pay-
ment short of keeping their houses. 

Nevertheless, they wake up every 
day and try to give their children the 
best life possible. Vogel Alcove lends a 
huge hand in doing so.

In 2012, my husband passed away. We had 
one daughter together. She’s 9. When he passed 
away, I didn’t handle it very well. I turned to 
drugs. I haven’t in the last four years, but prior 
to that I’ve been on and off drugs since I was 17. 
When he died, I relapsed and it got really bad for 
three months and my daughter was taken. 

That was a wake-up call. I turned everything 
around and got her back. During the time I was 
working to get her back, I wound up pregnant 
with my little boy who’s 4. I was ashamed, beat 
myself up and ended up relapsing again. 

This time they took my daughter and she 
went to my sister-in-law. They hired a private 
attorney so I’m still to this day trying to get my 
daughter back. 

I came to Dallas and went to the Nexus Re-
covery Center. I was there for five months, didn’t 
want to leave, had my son when I was there and 
the [Child Protection Services] let him stay with 
me. 

After Nexus, I went to a ministry called 
Exodus Ministry for Women and lived there for 
a year. After Exodus, I got accepted into Buckner 
Family Pathways, a two-year program for single 

mothers. They require being enrolled in school 
full-time, so I did and got my associates degree. 

I lived there for two years and moved out last 
year. So I’ve been living on my own for a year. I 
got to Vogel when I was at Exodus, so my son’s 
been here since he was six months old  — every-
body here knows him. He knows people I don’t 
know. 

To me the word home means somewhere 
where it’s me and my kids. Doesn’t matter where. 
It could be in a cardboard box but if I have my 
kids with me, I’m happy. 

The Vogel Alcove is a lifesaver. [It’s] done a 
lot for me and my family over the last three and a 
half years. I’d like to go back to school and get my 
bachelors. Because why stop?  

I think the most common misconception 
about people in my situation just depends on 
who you’re talking to. There’s those church peo-
ple who say, “Well they’re trying, they’re doing 
what they can, let’s support them.” Then there’s 
those who say I’ll never change. There are people 
from my past who say “She’s always going to do 
drugs, she’s never going to get her life together.” 

Getting my daughter back and one day having 

a house is in the very far future. My ultimate goal 
is to have my whole family back together and be 
able to provide for us.

Interview conducted by Jamie Perkins ‘20

back together and be able to provide for us.” 
This is the story of a mother at Vogel Alcove who I 
interviewed. It can be found on Instagram.

Humans of Vogel Alcove: Sarah Parker’s Story

Sarah Parker kisses her four year-old son who is in daycare at Vogel Alcove. Parker is working on life choices in hopes of get-
ting her nine year-old daughter. Photos by Jamie Perkins ‘20 and Jenna Sasson ‘20. 

For more stories about Humans of Vogel 
Alcove, look on Instagram: 
@HumansofVogelAlcove
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Welcome to the
 By Maayan Abouzaglo ‘19 and Frieda Katz ‘18

When I came back to Dallas from Panama and everybody started 
having brit milah’s (circumcisions), families started asking if we wanted 
to cater. We started catering out of the house, and little by little, we 
started growing. 

I got a call from Sheryl Wernick [mother of Anna ‘18], telling us that 
Akiba was looking for a new caterer. So we came into Akiba and our 
exposure was greater. Every task that has been thrown to us, we’ve been 
able to execute. I don’t feel like we decided to start a business, I feel like 
Hashem gave me and Ruthie a business. Now, we’re able to service a 
larger amount of the community. That’s our story. 

I love executing a big job, with all the details. The bigger the event, the 
better. It’s pretty much a show and nobody on the front end knows what 
happens backstage. As long as the presentation of the client is perfect, 
that’s all that’s important. 

Every task requires figuring out the logistics of how to do it. [Ruthie 
and I are] both from Sephardic Syrian backgrounds, with a culinary fam-
ily. We come from a very high culinary standard of taste, presentation 
and displays. That’s what we’re incorporating into this business, and I 
think, thanks to the background that we have, we’ve been very successful 
in Dallas. 

Katz is the mother of Frieda ‘18.
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Co-founder of A Taste of the World

As a teenager, I would rearrange my parent’s furniture layout every 
few months. While I’m not so sure they were so enthusiastic about this, I 
loved doing it. This was the beginning of my love for interior design.

Most people think that being an interior designer is only about 
making a space look pretty with furniture, paint and flooring, but 
there is so much more. 

You have to be able to translate your client’s desires into the 
space, and sometimes even act as a referee to gently let them 
know that what they are wanting is not going to work. 

You need to know how to make the best project you can within 
budget and the logistics as different items need to be installed in a 
certain sequence. 

Using creativity and collaboration, the field of interior design 
means working with people to  transform their living and work-
ing space to fit their unique needs and styles. 

Abouzaglo is the mother of Shanee ‘14, Amitai ‘16 and Maayan 
‘19.
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Interior 
Designer

After getting a degree in photojournalism from UNT in 2005, Landis 
moved to Central Texas where employers showed little interest in what 
she called  her “small portfolio.” Her father suggested she take a photo of 
something every day.

“I started looking up local events and started shooting them,” Landis 
said. “I finally started selling pictures to the local paper, the St. Marcos 
Daily Record.”

Eventually they hired her for $10 an hour as a general assignments 
editor, writing her stories and taking photos with her own gear. She won 
some awards, making her more visible to bigger papers.

“From there, I just grew and got to work for everyone from the New 
York Times to The Wallstreet Journal,” Landis said. “I got to shoot awe-
some events such as the X Games and NBA finals.”

A job opening at The Dallas Morning News brought her back to her 
hometown (Plano) where she has been for the last three years. 

She says there is no typical day and told what she had done on a 
single week — four NCAA March Madness games, a portrait shoot, a 
Lorde concert, a photo essay on Spring and two food shots.

“At The Dallas Morning News, all the photographers get to shoot ev-
erything since we don’t have specific specializations,” Landis said. “There 
is a lot of opportunity here.”
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Photojournalist 
with the Dallas Morning 
News

Meredith Steele works in the marketing and editorial end of the food 
industry creating food and recipes for consumer use and making food 
and food related products look appetizing for sale.

“I started a food and photography blog just to have somewhere to 
publish my work.” Steele said.  “In 2010, I got a call from Disney looking 
for a recipe developer to create recipes for their websites. I worked for 
them for two and a half years developing family-friendly recipes for their 
websites and social media platforms.”

Another of Steele’s loves is photography.
“I still wanted to bring photography into my career and decided to 

leave Disney and become a freelancer. I created a website with an online 
portfolio and sent it to every PR, marketing, and advertising agency I 
could find.”

 Since then she’s photographed editorial and store advertisements for 
Amazon, Pillsbury, Sprouts Farmers Market, and many local restaurants. 
She’s created recipes for publications like Jamie Oliver’s website and 
magazine, Elle Canada Magazine and Cooking Light.
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Recipe Developer
Food Author
Food Photographer



Regional Director of American 
Jewish Committee 
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Welcome to the
 By Maayan Abouzaglo ‘19 and Frieda Katz ‘18

“One gig lead to another,” Lisa Cohen said about her landing  a steady 
job as an orchestral arranger on the TV show “Dr. Quinn, Medicine 
Woman.”  She said that that opportunity lead to many others.  

Now that she is in Dallas, life is different.
“I compose mainly for production music companies that distribute 

and sell my music,” Cohen said. “I am scoring some short films now and 
that involves me composing at home in my studio.” 

She meets with directors and producers occasionally but compos-
ing is a solitary activity; unless one is working with a live orchestra or 
recording live musicians.

“I love composing music to picture. It’s just incredibly fun,” Cohen 
said. “I enjoy the creativity and also logically solving problems and mak-
ing everything fit exactly. 

She loves working with real, live musicians but “working with the 
virtual orchestra is also a powerful experience.”

“After a long hiatus as a composer, I’m finally back at it, and it is very 
satisfying. My desire to compose is so strong, that when I’m writing 
again, I just feel happier,” Cohen said. “I do have a deep desire to put 
my talent towards something positive and hope that I can find uplifting, 
elevating musical venue to channel that into.”

Cohen is the mother of Ariella ‘17 and David ‘19. 
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Composer

Rabbi David Shawel started his job as a rabbi, teaching at Akiba 
Academy as well as being a mohel (a Jew trained in the practice of cir-
cumcision). Those two roles were his sole focus. Nevertheless, when the 
job [at the Vaad Hakashrus of Dallas] opened up, he thought it would be 
a good fit.

“I was always learning more and more, so I naturally began to gravi-
tate towards learning the laws of kashrut (the Jewish laws concerning the 
kosher status of food),” he said.

He said that this time of year is complex due to Passover. 
“I’m inundated with questions every day, until late in the night,” 

Rabbi Shawel said. “People constantly ask me, ‘How do I do this?’ ‘How 
do I wash this?’ ‘Is this ingredient Kosher for Passover?’”

He said that he was going to a hotel with a few of the caterers to 
inspect a kitchen that they may use for Kosher for Passover cooking. He 
said he would do inspections at some of the current Kosher facilities.

“I will be all over town tomorrow,” he said. “I’m never staying in one 
place.”He feels it is his job to be an ambassador for the Jewish people 
wherever he goes. 
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Rabbi at local 
Kosher agency

Joel Schwitzer has been involved in Jewish communal service for 25 years. 
“I’ve always been interested in doing things that help the Jewish people, 

whether it’s Hillel BBYO, federation and the Anti-Defamation League,” he 
said. I look for ways to do my part to help support Jewish values, Israel and 
other people in Jewish communities.”

Schwitzer finds his job to be one in which he can play a role in ensuring 
the future of the Jewish community.

“Locally for my kids and globally for people I may never meet but have 
the opportunity to help by ensuring the safety and security of the Jewish 
community around the world,” he said. 

Schwitzer said his favorite part of the job is exciting other people about 
their work. Every year, they do a diplomatic seder where we invite all the 
diplomats around North Texas to come to a Passover seder.

“This year, we had diplomats from 10 different countries at a seder togeth-
er to talk about our shared values and common interests,”  he said. “When 
you invite community members to a seder like this, it helps them understand 
the impact of our work and gets them more excited.”

His position entails being in charge of the organization’s advocacy, fund-
raising and programming in the North Texas area. 

Schwitzer is the father of Miriam ‘21.
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Adulting is the next step. Finding a passion is part of mak-
ing sure your learning to be an adult is a good one. These 
seven people reveal some of the things that make them 
happy and fulfilled. 
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Dallas Yachad: 
The local pursuit for inclusion

Yavneh student handbook 
By Rachel Rouhani ‘21

The Yavneh Student Handbook: so easily accessible, yet so 
easily forgotten. Every rule written in the Yavneh Handbook is 
aimed to enhance a Yavneh student’s overall experience and safety 
on a day-to-day basis. Some rules found in the handbook could be 
surprising to some. Maybe they’ve never heard of them before, or 
a certain rule seems too extreme. Whatever the case may be, it is 
always worthwhile to know the way that the school operates.

The Student Handbook can be found on the Yavneh website 
under “Life at Yavneh.” However, few students are actually aware of 
its existence.

A number of dangerous weapons or items are forbidden to 
bring on campus, some that likely remain unheard by many. It may 
seem unnecessary to list all these items: for example, it should be 
obvious for a person not to bring chemical dispensing chains or 
weapons. Nevertheless, overall what may seem extra ultimately 
ensures the safety of the school.

Hiding restricted items at Yavneh is harder than expected: “All 
areas of Yavneh may be searched at any time by school officials, 
without any notice, and without any necessity of reasonable cause, 
or indeed any cause at all. Student lockers, which are owned by 
Yavneh, may be searched at any time by school officials, without 
any notice, and without any cause at all.” 

A nurse is essential at any school. Even if a student doesn’t uti-
lize the nurse’s office on a daily basis, having someone who knows 
how to take care of an emergency medical situation brings serenity 
to nervous students. 

“The nurse provides basic first aid. Over-the-counter products 

(antibiotic/cortisone creams, cough drops, pain relievers) are not 
stocked in the clinic for treatment. Basic soap, water, ice packs, salt 
water gargles, sterile saline eye wash are available.” For those hop-
ing to receive more help, you’re out of luck.

Some may rely on karma to “work its magic” on those who are 
untruthful in life. Yavneh, on the other hand, takes cheating into its 
own hands.

Cheating at Yavneh is divided into three categories — third, 
second and first degree plagiarism. 

“Third Degree Plagiarism often occurs due to ignorance or 
inexperience on the part of the student. An example of plagiarism 
at this level may involve the student’s use of a paragraph or a few 
lines of text without proper citation, where most of the paper is the 
student’s own work.” 

This may be addressed by the teacher, but the administration 
would be informed with a disciplinary referral form. Appropriate 
consequences would be a makeup assignment or a grade reduction 
in the original assignment.

Students who cheat in any form should be reprimanded for 
their actions, but this part of the system might be a bit unrealistic. 
Plagiarism has become easy to commit with access to certain web-
sites that heed warnings if a paper has any plagiarized areas.

“Second Degree Plagiarism constitutes more serious conduct, 
either because the plagiarism itself is more serious, or because 
the student is a repeat offender. Although some of the work is the 
student’s, it is evident that much of the work was taken from other 
sources and not referenced.” Appropriate consequences would be a 
zero for the original assignment with no opportunity for makeup 

or a letter in the students academic file detailing the offense.
For this degree, there is no excuse. A student that has been re-

peatedly caught cheating or was careless enough to plagiarize most 
of a piece of work should have some form of punishment.

“First Degree Plagiarism is the most severe instance and gener-
ally means that the majority of a student’s work has been taken 
from another source and not referenced. An example is the use of a 
purchased term paper. This violation may also involve improperly 
acquiring information and intentionally altering it, sometimes 
meaning citing sources that are not actually sources. In addition, a 
first degree violation occurs anytime a student previously com-
mitted third degree and second degree plagiarism.” Consequences 
include a zero for the original assignment with no opportunity for 
makeup, and reprimandation up to expulsion.

Good news for those who prefer to do work on a deadline-
induced panic. While procrastination is not encouraged, it is not 
punished, unlike cheating.

The handbook explains that it is a privilege for juniors and se-
niors to leave campus during lunch and any free periods. However, 
this is only true so long as they maintain an average of 60 or higher 
in all their courses and have no unexcused class absences during 
the current quarter. 

As rapper Tupac Shakur wisely said, “Follow the rules or follow 
the fools.” Though seemingly excessive — pencil skirts, you are 
missed — the rules of the handbook are in place to create a healthy, 
safe environment where students can come to Yavneh and feel at 
home.

We wish everyone a happy 
Pesach!

Rachel and Matthew Berke

COLUMN

By Meira Abraham ‘21 
Yachad is an international organization dedi-

cated to enhancing the life opportunities of Jewish 
individuals with special needs by including them 
in the full spectrum of Jewish life. . 

Despite Dallas’ relatively small Jewish com-
munity, the local Yachad chapter has made an 
incredible local and national impact. Partnering 
with similar organizations as well as running its 
own activities, Yachad has significantly influenced 
not only the lives of the special needs community 
but also the mindset of those that participate. 

Yachad hosts a number of inclusive, social 
events in order to provide an accepting atmo-
sphere for its members. This environment encour-
ages the teen volunteers to form relationships 
with the members. For example, every January, 
Dallas Yachad has an annual Bowling Night.

The activities are planned and executed by the 
Dallas Yachad board, consisting of Yavneh students, 
so that there is a more consistent teen involvement and ded-
ication to the cause. The activities themselves also consist 
significantly of Yavneh students and exist as an opportunity 
for both chesed (acts of kindness) and leadership. 

Yachad, in addition to coordinating its own activities, 
also partners with a number of other organizations in order 
to expand its mission and influence. 

Yachad actively partners with Community Homes For 
Adults Inc. (CHAI), visiting the houses in small groups to 
play interactive games and bond with the residents. CHAI 
helps adults with psychological disabilities, sharing many of 
the same values as Yachad. 

Yachad also partners with NCSY, a youth organization 

under the Orthodox Union that seeks to inspire the future 
Jewish generation. 

On Feb. 23, Dallas Yachad and Dallas NCSY came 
together for a shabbaton. With Yachad’s mission of inclu-
sion and NCSY’s mission of strengthening the Jewish pride 
combined, the shabbaton was a weekend of volunteerism 
and Jewish learning. 

Yachad shabbatons very much represent its values and 
stands as the pinnacle of its yearly activities. Designed as an 
inclusive “retreat,” the shabbaton includes programs such 
as empowering speeches, learning sessions and circle time 
singing. 

Yachad has an incredible impact on both its 
volunteers and members. Promoting the values of ac-
ceptance and inclusion, Yachad represents a mindset 
more than its specific application: always stressing the 
importance for the practice of inclusion not only for 
the special needs community, but also for everyone 
else. Dedicated to bettering its participants through 
the application of the mission statement mentioned 
earlier, Dallas Yachad has worked independently and 
in partnership throughout the year in order to effec-
tively achieve these ideals. 

To reiterate, Dallas Yachad is one chapter of a 
national organization pursuing the goal of inclusion 
of the special needs community in the full spectrum 
of Jewish life. 

Leib Malina ‘19 contributed to this article. 

If you would like to be involved, please contact Dallas 
Yachad’s city co-coordinators Terri Rohan and Miriam Geller 

Dallas Yachad at their annual Bowling Night in Jan. 2018. Photo 
found in Dallas Yachad’s facebook page. 
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Formula for success
By Zach Bernstein ‘19 

Yavneh has prided itself on and derived much 
attention from its dominance over the past few 
years. From its boys and girls basketball teams’ 
playoff success to recent soccer achievements, 
Yavneh has excelled and received much recogni-
tion for its stellar performances. Not only has 
Yavneh surpassed expectations athletically, it has 
also done so academically. 

At the beginning of this school year, Leib 
Malina [11] founded the Yavneh Math Club and 
Team with the intention of fostering a commu-
nity of students around a common interest in 
mathematics. 

While searching for high level competitions 
in which to participate, he realized that they took 
place on Saturday; thereby precluding the partici-
pation of a religious school such as Yavneh.

Malina’s solution was to create an interna-
tional math competition for Jewish high schools 
across the world who faced a similar predica-
ment. This became known as the Jewish High 
School Math League (JHSML). 

Through his research, Malina became increas-
ingly aware of the shocking decrease in interest 
in mathematics among Jewish youth, statisti-
cally reflected in the decline in the number of 
Jewish winners of national high school math 
competitions. This drop in interest is particularly 
exhibited in a study conducted by Ron Unz, 
author and businessman. The study found that in 
the 1970s, Jews were 40 percent of those chosen 
for the annual Math Olympiad. The number 
dropped to 2.5 percent in 2000. 

This is especially surprising considering how 
academics, and more specifically mathemat-
ics, have always been highly regarded in the 
Jewish community. Jews have stereotypically 
been known for their aptitude for math, but this 
reputation seems terribly inaccurate. The expla-
nation for this phenomenon, Unz realized, is not 
that Jews have become less intelligent, rather that 
there has been a shift in the focus of the Jewish 
community away from academia. 

By creating this competition, Malina hoped 
to not only provide a means to compete for the 
school team, but more generally to bring back the 
involvement of Jewish youth in mathematics and 
place them back on the competitive academic 
stage. 

Malina decided to expand its reach from local 
high schools to the international Jewish com-

munity with the hope of creating a movement 
focused on cultivating a passion for mathematics 
and academia.

Malina felt that this league was the perfect 
opportunity to build an infrastructure with en-
gaging mathematics resources. His organization 
hopes to effectively inspire a new generation and 
empower more kids to contribute through the 
prism of math. 

This online competition, held on March 7, 
achieved global reach with over 1,000 par-
ticipants from 50 schools across six continents 
speaking six different languages. Consisting 

of 15 logic-based questions to be taken over a 
45-minute period, this test incorporated high 
level arithmetic concepts as well as interesting 
Judaic connections. 

The content was created in partnership with 
the Yeshiva University Math Department, verify-
ing its difficulty and providing connections for 
Jewish students interested in pursuing a career 
in mathematics. JHSML additionally provides 
services hosted on the website such as an active 
blog and problem of the week series. 

These facets have effectively contributed to 
the development and growth of mathematics 

in the Jewish community and has established a 
network of Jewish teens passionate about math. 

Not only does the Yavneh Math Department 
contribute through global initiatives, it is ad-
ditionally involved in the local Yavneh and more 
generally regional community. 

Hosting weekly meetings, the Yavneh Math 
Club discusses math concepts and problems 
through activities that promote the apprecia-
tion and pursuit of mathematics. Additionally 
the Math Team prepares for and competes in 
numerous competitions throughout the year 
both internally and abroad. This is done to pique 
students’ interests in mathematics and encourage 
them to value intellectual pursuits. 

The team recently attended and participated 
in the Texas A&M-Commerce Adventures in 
Mathematics regional math competition and 
convention with hundreds of students represent-
ing schools across the state of Texas. 

Yavneh’s enthusiasm was only matched by 
their performance, claiming first place team 
overall and sweeping the individual ranks. Jonah 
Schwarz-Mullins [11], Simcha Malina [10] and 
Ari Berke [10] received honorable mention, with 
Malina, Evie Dunsky [12] and Noga Evan [12] 
claiming third, second and first place, respec-
tively. 

The competition was enjoyed by all, providing 
Math Club participants with an exciting way to 
practice math and compete. 

“It was very rewarding to represent Yavneh 
Academy in such a great way while participating 
in such a fun contest,” Schwarz-Mullins said. 

The competition allowed the Yavneh Math 
Team to demonstrate its dominance, and also 
provided opportunities for the learning and 
discovery of new peoples and ideas. One fellow 
participant from a small, East Texas town named 
Sulfur Bluff said that it was the first time she had 
ever met or seen a Jew. Evidently, this competi-
tion allowed Yavneh students to represent the 
Jewish community.

“These initiatives and activities represent a 
belief that everyone has the potential to excel in 
math,” Malina said. “We strive to raise the stan-
dards of mathematics in the Jewish community 
so that we can unlock this potential and inspire a 
new generation of Jewish problem solvers.”

Student interest in math reignites Jewish competitive participation

ABOVE: Leib Malina [11], Evie Dunsky [12] and Noga Even [12] hold their certificates from the Texas A&M-
Commerce Adventures in Mathematics regional math competition. Yavneh claimed first place overall as a team 
and Malina, Dunsky and Even took the top three places. BELOW: Yavneh’s newly formed math club.
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Filling the gap
Year between high school and college provides unique experiences

By Miriam Schwitzer ‘21
While most view a gap year to be a year of independent traveling, to Yavneh students, a gap year is a year in Israel. Vary-

ing from getting to know the country to earning college credit while experiencing life there, a year in Israel holds a different 
meaning to all those who participate. The following Yavneh seniors have planned their gap year and answered the following 
questions about their choice. 

 Why are you taking a gap year? Why are you doing this specific gap year? What do you expect to gain from this program? 

Frieda Katz  — Israel Experience at Bar Ilan University

To think that I know myself enough to be ready for college 
right now would be a huge over-exaggeration. I don’t think that 
as a young adult, I’m prepared to be in a big college environment 
especially coming from Yavneh. I think that a gap year is really 
going to clear my head.

Up until this summer, I didn’t want to take a gap year. I was 
sure that I was ready and mature enough to go straight to college, 
that I would be ready to be in a hard-core study environment and   
take on all these different challenges in my life but that was wrong. 

What really appealed to me about Bar Ilan was that it’s an 
intermediary setting between seminary and traditional college. 
[Bar Ilan] is one of the most popular technologically advanced 
universities in Israel. Because of that, they give students university 

credit for general studies classes — a big money saver and also re-
ally good experience for being in college. 

The same I think is true with the fact that it’s co-ed because I 
don’t do very well in an all-girls environment. Going to a secular 
college, I think having that guy and girl dynamic in my gap year is 
going to be really helpful as well. I’m going to experience a lot of 
the mysteries of college, such relationship struggles and dynamics 
that might occur on an actual college campus. 

For me, this [gap year will serve as my] training wheels for 
college. I’ll be in Israel, but I won’t be in Jerusalem; but I’ll be close 
enough to be involved. Bar Ilan is in Tel Aviv, which is a very up-
and coming city where it’s very easy to learn Hebrew and find one’s 
place. 

I will be in the Jewish Orthodox community, but won’t be 
restricted to wearing skirts every day or acting a certain way. I’ll 
be able to have my computer and phone, which is a novelty among 
gap year programs. I’ll basically be [on my own] while also being 
in Israel. 

I think the great thing about [this program] is [I will be] 
around a lot of different Jews and have the freedom to do what [I] 
want. A lot of the time, that freedom [can make] one’s religious 

preference stronger. 
I’m really excited for my Orthodoxy to [be enhanced] on this 

gap year by being in contact with so many different Jews from 
around the world, and getting to cherish the Jewish values I have 
that are unique to me from Dallas and from my cultural back-
ground.

I’ve never been in a different country all the way around the 
world before, so it’s going to be wild. But I’m going to be able to 
have that independent feel to my life. 

I’m going to have to learn the bad things that go with living 
alone, [but it will be] a really good experience practice for starting 
my own life in college and beyond. I really hope to take advantage 
of all the religious opportunities I have on my gap year and have an 
inspirational time. 

Bar Ilan has a lot of different programs that are ways to involve 
yourself. They have career tracks, like a Beit Midrash track which 
is learning extra from the classes that you already take. They also 
have advanced Judaics, similar to those offered at Yavneh, which I 
really can’t wait to take. 

I’m really excited to grow as a Jew in the Jewish homeland.

Shahar Peleg — Midreshet Lindenbaum 

I’m taking a gap year because I want the opportunity to learn 
in Israel with no distractions. After my gap year, I plan to go to the 
Israeli army. I want the opportunity to prepare myself in a religious 
way and a Jewish way, to learn what to expect in the army and 
to know how to deal with the challenges that arise [from being 
religious] in the army.

I’m going to this specific gap year because it is a pre-army 
program in Lindenbaum. It’ll give me the things that I’m looking 
for. [Lindenbaum] will provide me with the chance to meet a large 
group of girls that will accompany me and support me throughout 
my army service.

I expect to learn more about Judaism and halacha (Jewish law) 
and all of the thoughts that surround our religion. I’m excited to 
gain some more friends and knowledge. 

Anna Wernick  — Midreshet Torah V’Avodah 

I’m taking a gap year because [students] go from high school 
to college, and then from college to working without ever getting a 
break. Gap year is the perfect time to take a break from schooling. 
It’s that one time in your life where you’re free to do anything you 
want. I’m taking advantage [of taking a gap year] and I’m going to 
be going to be part of a specific program, learning and enhancing 
my Jewish identity.  

I’m going on a B’nei Akiva Yosh Midrasha seminary program 
called Midreshet Torah V’Avodah. It’s intense learning, but also [fo-
cused on] learning Torah and avodah (service), which is learning 
but also experiencing the world. It’s really a balanced program with 
learning, volunteering, traveling, hiking, and getting to know Israel 
as a country — as a possible place to live one day. 

At the end of the year, this program [provides] internships for 
students to be able to experience living in Israel while also learning. 
That’s the ultimate idea of B’nei Akiva: living and learning Torah. 

I feel like the program I’m going on is really perfect for me. It’s 
not only learning, volunteering, or partying, but it’s really a whole 
different type of experience combined into one program.

Jennifer Greenspan  — Young Judaea Year Course 

I’ve wanted to take a gap year with this program since I was 
seven. I go to camp through this organization (CYJ), and all my 
counselors went on it, so I’ve been planning on going on this year-
long course. 

Living independently is the main thing. I will live in an apart-
ment with a few other girls. I think that’s going to create stress 
because we have to cook for ourselves, clean, buy our own things, 
so I’m going to have to learn to live with others. 

Lastly, I think I’m just going to get really close with the girls 
and boys that I’m with.

Amit Gurman — Yeshivat Lev HaTorah

I want to go to yeshiva to learn more Torah and become more 
mature in order to have a better college experience. I’m going to 
Yeshivat Lev HaTorah in Ramat Beit Shemesh, where guys similar 
to myself study together and travel Israel. I am excited to fulfill 
the mitzvah of living in the land of Israel.

Kivunim is a gap year centered in Jerusalem, but 
based on the premise of experiencing other cultures 
through traveling.

I will never have the opportunity to take a year to 
travel and the world. I’m going to countries that I never 
would have expected to go to this early on in life. For 
example, I will be learning about the Taj Mahal at the Taj 
Mahal, which is incredible. 

I’ll also be volunteering in all of the countries I visit, 
changing and helping the world for the better. I cannot 
wait to make a difference.

Top 5 reasons 
to take a gap year

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Self-discovery

Experience Israeli culture

Develop new skills socially and 
academically

Emma Jacobsen — Kivunim 

Increased independence 

Gain perspective and appreciation
for Judaism 
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Star of startups 
Analysis of  Israel’s contributions to high-tech

By Shahar Peleg ‘18
Imagine a world where instead of mothers bragging about their child 

becoming a doctor or lawyer, they gushed about their child’s startup com-
pany. This is the reality among the families of the “Startup Nation,” 
otherwise known as Israel. 

Initially, the Israeli economy centered around 
mining and agriculture. In the 1980s, how-
ever, high-tech began to develop a strong 
presence.

Some Israelis believe that high-
tech was the beginning of growth 
for Israel. Israel transformed from 
a country that exported oranges 
and flowers to a country that in-
fluences the world with systems 
like Waze, intricate firearms and 
intelligence systems.

The high-tech industry 
brought money and recognition 
to Israel. Today, Israel is consid-
ered one of the most advanced 
innovative hubs in the world, ac-
cording to Bloomberg News. Cities 
like Netanya, Haifa and Yokne’ am 
Illit have an especially high concen-
tration of high-tech companies. 

Even Jerusalem has joined the trend 
with an area called “Technology Park,” an 
industrial park dedicated to high-tech compa-
nies. Well-known companies such as IBM and 
BBC have their Israeli headquarters in Jerusalem. 

Tel Aviv, a city known for its beaches and night-
life, is part of the “Silicon Wadi” — a play on “Silicon 
Valley” and the Arabic term wadi, meaning valley. 
Tel-Aviv and the surrounding cities lead the world in 
innovations through startup and high-tech companies.  

One example of such a company is Spectory, a 
relatively newer startup company that helps aspiring 
business owners plan their new startup and figure out a 
course of action. From finding office space to deciding 
product pricing, the company assists every step of the 
way. 

Spectory has two offices, one in Netanya and one 
in Bar-Lev, an industrial park located in the north of 
Israel. The company chose to stay in Israel because of the 
environment that it would be working in — one that lived and 
breathed creative ideas and innovation. 

The “Startup Nation” would be able to facilitate its needs as a new busi-
ness. Israel also has an environment laden with other entrepreneurs who 
have aspiring goals. These entrepreneurs would be able to help and support 
each other during their challenges while founding their own high-tech 
company. 

Itai Rechnitz, Spectory’s CEO believes that the best chance for success 
comes when you let others help you. Too often, the high-tech world turns 
into a competition, but if everyone worked together, much more ground 

can be covered, and more ideas and innovations can be exchanged. 
High-tech has evolved over the past 30 years since 

it was first introduced in Israel. It now manages to 
employ many high-skilled people, and today, 

much of the Israeli population works in 
high-tech. Some Israelis even relocate 

to other countries, such as the United 
States, parts of Europe or Australia, 

to try and expand the company and 
work more efficiently. 

Israel is a startup powerhouse. 
Today, the high-tech indus-
try is the determinant for the 
economy in Israel, and it also 
takes with it, and includes in it, 
a lot of other fields like biotech-
nology.

Today, worldwide companies 
such as Google, Apple, Amazon, 

Microsoft, and Ebay, have head-
quarters in Israel. This suggests that 

these companies see potential for 
more growth and development, know-

ing Israel’s high-tech industry as being 
extraordinary. 
Not only has Israel excelled at high-tech, 

but the country has also managed to combine 
high-tech and science. According to the Bloom-

berg Innovation Index, Israel ranks fifth. This Index 
includes categories such as high-tech companies, 

education, research and development. There are 140 
scientists and technicians for every 10,000 workers in 
Israel. Countries like the United States only have 85 
scientists and technicians for every 10,000 workers.

Although Israel has the reputation of being a hub for 
startup companies, they do not always remain in Israeli 
hands. 

This theory proves true in cases like Waze, the 
revolutionary navigation app, or SanDisk, the popular 
flash drive company. These companies were founded 
by Israelis in Israel. Israelis managed to launch the idea 

from the ground up. Later on, these companies were sold 
to American companies — Waze to Google and SanDisk to 

Western Digital Technologies. 
Israel’s high-tech industry has changed the face of the country. It has 

transformed a once barren country into a world of success and leadership. 
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March

Pacific Rim: Uprising
March 23. Head to the cinema to 
watch this visually phenomenal action 
movie. Don’t forget some popcorn and 
friends. 
Points for Peace 
March 25. Annual basketball tourna-
ment to raise money for victims of ter-
ror in Israel. Be at the Dallas JCC from 
9 AM to 6 PM to watch the games. 
Judaic Spring Exams 
March 26-27. They have returned for 
their final appearance of the year. 
Good luck to all!

Pesach break
March 28. G-d took us out of Egypt. 
Now, we are taken out of school in 
order to remember the miracle with 
our families. Matzah parties for eight 
days. 

April
March of the Living 
April 9-23. Seniors of Yavneh travel to 
Poland and Israel along with thou-
sands of other Jewish teenagers and 
adults from across the globe.  
Back to school
April 10. Welcome back freshmen, 
sophomores and juniors. 
Yom HaShoah
April 12. Holocaust Rememberance 
Day. May the memories of those lost 
to us never be forgotten. 
Yom Hazikaron 
April 18. Israel’s Rememberance Day 
to commemorate its fallen soldiers. 
Yom Ha’atzmaut 
April 19. Israel’s 70th birthday. Cel-
ebrate wearing blue and white while 
eating falafel. 

May 

Lag BaOmer
May 3. Time to cut your hair and party 
with music. 
Mother’s Day  
May 13. Buy some pretty flowers to 
and a card to make your mom feel 
special. Show her you love her.
Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13. Celebrate a city from which 
comes Torah and justice  — a city that 
connects the entire Jewish nation. 
Graduation 
May 17. Come one, come all. Caps 
and gowns, speeches and diplomas. 
TGIT (Thank G-d it’s Thursday) soars to 
new heights for the Class of 2018.    

Dead Pool 2
May 18. Ryan Reynolds returns to the 
big screen as Wade Wilson. After the 
first film’s success, fans anticipate the 
quality of the content for this sequel.  

Candle lighting times

C A L E N D A R   

March 
March 23 at 7:23
March 30 at 7:28 (Pesach)
March 31 at 8:24 (Pesach)

April 
April 5 (Pesach)
April 6 at 7:33 (Pesach)

April 13 at 7:38 
April 20 at 7:43
April 27 at 7:48 
May 
May 4 at 7:53 
May 11 at 7:58 

Shabbat/Holiday ends
March 
March 24 at 8:18 

April 
April 1 at 8:24 
April 7 at 8:29 
April 14 at 8:34

April 21 at 8:40 

April 28 at 8:46 

May  
May 5 at 8:52

May 12 at 8:58 

Eminem shakes the world
Politics makes album difficult to critique

By Asher Schonbrunn ‘18 
It has been about four months since Aftermath Records re-

leased Revival, the ninth studio album by one of the most polariz-
ing artists of our time: Eminem. While Eminem’s past albums have 
been well-received by the critics and masses of disenfranchised 
youth he attempts to appeal to, Revival received a mixed response. 

Following a string of political stunts, most notably his fiery 
cypher performance at the BET awards, people on both sides of the 
political aisle had pre-determined whether or not they would enjoy 
the album. 

Due to his inflammatory political actions connected to the 
album, it is hard to give an objective review, though I will attempt 
my best to do so.

Pros
Revival consists of an array of rap styles and is equipped with a 

track for any mood. While the album starts with the epic vengeful 
song “Believe,” Eminem includes some experimental Migos-esque 
style trap in songs like “Chloraseptic.” Along with classic Eminem 
trap, the album also has some slow emotional songs, anthemic 
pieces, samples and, of course, a fair share of political opin-
ion.  

In the album, Eminem explores his whole career, paying hom-
age to his early Slim Shady alias on tracks like “Remind Me,” “Of-
fended” and “Framed” —  one of Eminem’s most zany and exciting 
songs since The Marshal Mathers LP. 

He also dabbles into his Recovery style rap with various somber 
songs. In “Bad Husband,” he attempts with make amends to his 
ex-wife Kim with whom he has had legal and domestic disputes 
for years. Along with Ed Sheeran, Eminem assembled a genuinely 
heart-wrenching tale of a couple who has to abort their child. 

In the most known song on the album, “Walk on Water,” Emi-
nem speaks candidly on his many insecurities over a unique piano 
type beat. 

Eminem has a fair share of experimentation with the tracks 
“Heat,” “Tragic Endings,” “Nowhere Fast” and “In Your Head” —  
an explosive and energetic song sampling the iconic “Zombie” by 
The Cranberries. 

Evidently, Eminem’s political songs, “Untouchable” and “Like 
Home,” display his unambiguous distaste in the state of our coun-
try. 

However, the album reaches its strongest point at the end with 
two back-to-back, intertwined songs “Castle” and “Arose.” Within 
these songs, Eminem gives fans a personal view into his life during 
his struggle with drugs, family and an overdose attempt. The two 
tracks feed off of each other, forming quite possibly the best stories 
Eminem has ever written.

Cons
Ultimately, the album’s biggest flaw is its lack of a coherent con-

cept. One thing that has always set Eminem apart from the pack is 
his devotion to consistent albums with a tangible mood attached to 
them. This album is scattered at its best and a fragmented mess at 
its worst. Eminem will have a depressing song like “River” immedi-
ately precede a crazy, testosterone-driven masterclass of insanity 
like “Remind Me.” 

Another incredibly unfortunate flaw in the album is its attempt 
at making a political statement. 

Some of the weakest songs on the album, “Untouchable” and 
“Like Home,” appeared to be Eminem’s best shot at making a social 
message. With lines like “You peel each others caps over silly things 
like hats” and shameless puns like “But like Johnny, he’ll only unite 
us,” it is clear Eminem has some work to do before being able to 
string together a strong political message. 

The tragedy in this is that Eminem does indeed have the ability 
to write a good political song. “Offended” is a relatively strong po-
litical song. Using his assertive method of forcing his listener into 
introspection, “Offended” brings a solid political message forward. 

The verdict
Recommending Revival as a whole in comparison with indi-

vidual songs off of Revival are two opposing things. 
For the most part, it is a compilation of solid songs put together 

in an incoherent form. If you are a long time fan of Eminem, 
Revival is for you. If you have enjoyed Eminem-style rap, including 
the likes of 50 Cent and Dr. Dre, you might enjoy Revival. How-
ever, if you are a casual fan or have never heard Eminem before, 
it would be best to stick to listening to the strongest songs on the 
album: “Walk on Water,” “Believe,” “River,” “Castle” and “Arose.”

               
Schonbrunn’s Score

7/10
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