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Matthew 21:1-11 (NLT) 
1 As Jesus and the disciples 

approached Jerusalem, they came 

to the town of Bethphage on the 

Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of 

them on ahead. 2 “Go into the 

village over there,” he said. “As 

soon as you enter it, you will see a 

donkey tied there, with its colt 

beside it.  



Matthew 21:1-11 (NLT) 

Untie them and bring them to me. 3 

If anyone asks what you are doing, 

just say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and 

he will immediately let you take 

them.” 4 This took place to fulfill the 

prophecy that said, 5 “Tell the 

people of Jerusalem, ‘Look, your 

King is coming to you. He is humble, 

riding on a donkey 



Matthew 21:1-11 (NLT) 

riding on a donkey’s colt.’” 6 The 

two disciples did as Jesus 

commanded. 7 They brought the 

donkey and the colt to him and 

threw their garments over the colt, 

and he sat on it. 8 Most of the 

crowd spread their garments on 

the road ahead of him, and others 

cut branches from the trees 



Matthew 21:1-11 (NLT) 

and spread them on the road. 9 

Jesus was in the center of the 

procession, and the people all 

around him were shouting, 

“Praise God for the Son of David!  

Blessings on the one who comes in 

the name of the Lord! Praise God in 

highest heaven!” 



Matthew 21:1-11 (NLT) 

10 The entire city of Jerusalem was 

in an uproar as he entered. “Who is 

this?” they asked. 11 And the 

crowds replied, “It’s Jesus, the 

prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 



Palm Sunday 

Triumphant Entry (Matt. 21:1-11) 

Spread their garments on the road 

Spread branches on the road 

“Praise God for the Son of David!” 

Jerusalem in an uproar 

Praises and worship 



Palm Sunday 

Worship 

Adoration 

Love 

Parents may be your earliest 

example 



Palm Sunday 

Worship is largely a 

response to an 

experience, an 

understanding and/or a 

person 



Palm Sunday 

Triumphant Entry (Matt. 21:1-11) 

Welcoming a king (“Son of David”) 

Simon Maccabaeus (167 B.C.) 

Sicarii (66 A.D.) 

Political in nature 



Palm Sunday 

People are easiest to love 

and to adore when they 

give us what we want. 



Palm Sunday 

Triumphant Entry (Matt. 21:1-11) 

Jesus was going to change their 

circumstances 

Jesus was going to remove Rome 



Mark 14:3-8 (NLT) 
3 Meanwhile, Jesus was in Bethany 

at the home of Simon, a man who 

had previously had leprosy. While 

he was eating, a woman came in 

with a beautiful alabaster jar of 

expensive perfume made from 

essence of nard. She broke open 

the jar and poured the perfume 

over his head. 



Mark 14:3-8 (NLT) 
4 Some of those at the table were 

indignant. “Why waste such 

expensive perfume?” they asked. 5 

“It could have been sold for a 

year’s wages and the money given 

to the poor!” So they scolded her 

harshly. 6 But Jesus replied, “Leave 

her alone. Why criticize her for 

doing such a good thing to me? 



Mark 14:3-8 (NLT) 
7 You will always have the poor 

among you, and you can help 

them whenever you want to. But 

you will not always have me. 8 She 

has done what she could and has 

anointed my body for burial ahead 

of time.” 



Palm Sunday 

Jesus’ Anointing (Mark 14:3-8) 

Elaborate goose-neck vial 

Very expensive (Year’s wage) 

Spikenard 

Most likely only possession of value 

Financial security 



Palm Sunday 

Jesus’ Anointing (Mark 14:3-8) 

Breaks open 

Pours out 

No shame in extravagant display 

 “Wasteful” worship 

Because of who Jesus was 

 



Palm Sunday 

What if God is simply 

allowing your 

circumstances to be an 

avenue to change you? 



Palm Sunday 

What motivates your worship? 

When things are going well? 

When circumstances are good? 

When you get your way? 

 



Palm Sunday 

What motivates your worship? 

Responding to God’s grace 

Responding in gratitude 

Springing from love & adoration 

Because “God so loved…” 
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