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By Eric Bobo 

 

G 
reetings from the Board 

of Directors of the 

Friends of Raymond. My 

name is Eric Bobo, and I’ve had 

the pleasure of serving as Presi-

dent of the Board of Directors over the past year. I 

am so proud of the work that this group has accom-

plished despite numerous obstacles, including a pan-
demic. Let me briefly introduce you to some of the 

projects that have taken shape over the past few 

months. 

If you are reading this, then you are enjoying the 

first thing I want to discuss - the new website and 

the return of the newsletter. The old website simply 

could not handle the amount of data that we needed, 

so we have upgraded to a new website that has the 
ability to host more  information about our projects, 

photos, documents, but also gives us more space to 

put up our newsletter.  Even more exciting is that we 

will have the ability to take memberships and dona-

tions online, which we hope will generate more in-

terest in the projects we sponsor. 

Speaking of projects, by now many of you have seen 

the progress being made on the Raymond, Then 
and Now mural located adjacent to the square. The 

participation from our community has been over-

whelming! Your generosity in funding the mural has 

been amazing! So many people have submitted pho-

tographs and stories about their Raymond memo-

ries, and Albert Smathers has been working dili-

gently  (see pg 2) 

 

Eric Bobo—  

President 

Mickey Roth—      

Vice President 

Bonnie Menapace—

Secretary 

Debbe Tillman—

Treasurer 

Charles Davis 

Ben Fatherree 

Alicia Crowder 

Nic Pritchett 

Michael S. McKay 

Patty Miller-Beech 

(ex officio) 

FOR BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofRaymond.MS/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofRaymond.MS/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofRaymond.MS/
http://www.friendsofraymond.org/
http://www.friendsofraymond.org/
http://www.friendsofraymond.org/
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofraymond_ms/
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofraymond_ms/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/144687266@N02
https://www.flickr.com/photos/144687266@N02
https://www.flickr.com/photos/144687266@N02


continued 

bringing that shared past back to life. On most 

days you can find him there painting the newest 

scene, sometimes with an audience!  Feel free to 

drop by, say hi and watch. You might also catch 

Debbe Tillman hang-

ing out taking pictures 

for the website or social 

media - tell her thanks 

because she has worked 

tirelessly to see the mu-

ral project completed. 

We have some exciting news about the Ray-

mond Military Park. With help from the 

American Battlefield Trust and generous donors, 

the FOR were able to secure additional lands 

along the cannon line.  

 

While securing and preserving battlefield proper-

ty is always welcome news, it does bring with it 

new concerns for the future of the battlefield. On 
our new website is a list of battlefield projects 

that Gen. Parker Hills has recommended that 

we pursue in the next few months, including 

some cannon work and erosion control. These 

will need to be addressed over the next few 

months. Battlefield upkeep is one of our largest 

expenditures as an organization, so if you would 

like to see the battlefield continue to be pre-

served, consider joining the Friends of Raymond, 

contributing, or volunteering at the next park 

day.  

 

 

This past year has seen heart-

break with the passing of long-

time board of directors mem-

ber David “Burley” Barton. 

His presence at board meet-

ings, his sage advice, and his 

insistence on doing good for 

his community is truly missed.  

It has also seen overwhelming generosity. The 

FOR received a generous gift from the estate of 

Mary Will McKenzie. We have received finan-

cial support from the American Battlefield Trust 

and other donors who have helped to set aside 

more land on the battlefield.  

None of this would be possible without people 

like you who volunteered their time, their money, 

their talent, or their effort to see Raymond im-

proved. Thank  you. 
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DONATE BUTTON 

You can now make donations at 

www.friendsofraymond.org  through PayPal, 

debit, or credit cards. Remember—all dona-

tions are tax deductible! 

http://www.friendsofraymond.org/
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F O R w a r d  

Mary Will McKenzie  

Bequeaths a Significant Gift to Friends of Raymond 

Raymond native Mary Will McKenzie, a world-renowned occupational therapist and educator, re-

cently bequeathed a significant gift to the Friends of Raymond.  

“We were so honored that Miss McKenzie remembered Friends of Raymond 

in such a generous and meaningful way,” said Friends of Raymond Presi-

dent Eric Bobo. “Her parents, Mary and W.M. “Mac” McKenzie, were 

beloved educators in this area. Her gift will contribute to the success of fu-

ture Friends of Raymond community projects,” he said. “The W.M. McKen-

zie Arena at Hinds Community College is named after her father, who 

taught agriculture at Hinds from 1930 to 1966. Her mother Mary taught 

English at Hinds for 33 years,” he added. 

Mary Will McKenzie was born in Raymond, Mississippi in 1936. She received her Bachelor of Science in 

Occupational Therapy at Washington University in St. Louis, MO in 1959. Her forty years as an Occupa-

tional Therapist afforded her the opportunity to work in various facilities, states and countries. She re-

turned to her home state of Mississippi in 1974 and helped establish the new Mississippi Methodist Re-

habilitation Center in Jackson, Mississippi, and the Occupational Therapy Department. 

Mary taught and trained many occupational therapists through the years and thus greatly advanced the 

practice of occupational therapy in rehabilitation. She coauthored articles and a book on rehabilitation 

topics. While in Mississippi in the late 1970s, Mary helped found the Mississippi Occupational Therapy 

Association. In 1990, she was awarded the ACRM Distinguished Member Award for her service and contribu-

tions.  

Mary traveled extensively in Europe, enjoyed cruising and scuba diving in Belize and Bonaire. She re-

tired to Cape Canaveral, FL in 2010, and then to a rural settlement south of Lake Nona in Orlando, FL. 

Not content to be idle, she trained as a Master Gardener through the University of Florida Extension 

service. She most recently lived in a Winter Park, FL retirement community participating in many activ-

ities there until her death. 

“We truly appreciate Miss McKenzie’s gift. Without the generosity of donors like her and the services of 

our volunteers, it would be impossible to carry out our mission of maintaining and preserving the histo-

ry of Raymond, Mississippi,” Bobo said.  “Images of Miss McKenzie and her father Mac McKenzie will 

be included on the soon to be completed Friends of Raymond Downtown Mural: Raymond, 

Then and Now,” he added.  



Friends of Raymond Downtown Mural:  
Raymond, Then and Now 

If you have not been to downtown Raymond lately, you may have missed the exciting work that is being sponsored by 
Friends of Raymond on the wall at the Merchants and Planters Bank Drive-Thru. Here is what is happening: 
 
In 2020, the FOR Board of Directors began discussion about a project to create a fresh mural for downtown Raymond. 
Ideas were shared among the Board and with Mayor Isla Tullos about how to make this project happen. Inspired by 
the enthusiasm of the late David (Burley) Barton for a new mural, the project slowly began to take shape. Through 
the energetic and enthusiastic work of Board member Debbe Tillman, the Raymond, Then and Now mural pro-
ject is coming to fruition in 2021. And we are so excited about this project! 
 
From meeting with the Merchants and Planters Bank Board members to gain permission to use the wall and get assis-
tance with lighting to engaging the services of master mason Kelvin Heard, professional painter Robert Swisher, 
and artist Albert Smathers, the response from the community has been amazing. We also want to give a big shout 
out and thank you to James Anderson who is a new member of FOR and has been incredibly faithful about handling 
our Mural posts, sending press releases about the Mural to Hinds County Gazette and The Hinds County News, copy-
writing, editing photos, and helping get the word out about what we’re doing. 
 
All this work can only be done with the support of many donors like you who have made donations to the Mural. Pages 

5 through 8 include the list of donors  as of October 8, 2021. 

P a g e  4  



These are the people who have generously donated to the mural project:  

 

Raymond, Then and Now 

In Memory of David Barton 

Sponsors 

Friends of Raymond 

Merchants & Planters Bank 

Gaddis Farms 

Gaddis & McLaurin 

 

CORNERSTONE DONORS 

City of Raymond 

Corner Market 

Ben & Beverly Fatherree 

Philip and Mary Kuhn 

Mickey and Martha Roth 

Isla O. Tullos 

Debbe A. Tillman 

 

COLUMN DONORS 

Charles & Brenda Davis 

Clifton Davis & Laura Kessler 

Kirk L Davis 

Steve & Robbie Davis 

William & Bobbie Davis 

Perry and Susan Davis Egger 

Madge Tabb Jones Estate 

Hinds Community College 
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COLUMN DONORS (continued) 

James & Erin Mason 

Raymond Garden Club 

Mary Frances Kelly Memorial 

 

ANCHOR DONORS 

Jerry Peyton Agent 

James Anderson 

Sid & Lou Anne Askew 

Aubrey C and Naomi P Barnette 

Chuck & Linda Bath 

James and Ouida Beall 

Eric & Traci Bobo 

Jerry & Cathryn Bryant 

Bill & Alicia Crowder 

Robert & Kara Culpepper 

(Robert, Kara, Virginia Rose, Helen, and Lyda Belle Culpepper) 

Beth Ferguson 

Martha Ferguson 

Kenneth & Jackie Granberry 

Randall & Laura Love Harris 

Chalmers Jennings, Jr. Family 

Don Lacy 

(in memory of Judy Lacy) 

Bob & Ann Laster 

Jack & Nancy Lee 

Chester & Elizabeth Lott 

(In memory of Judy Lacy) 
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ANCHOR DONORS (continued) 

Fred Lucas 

(Honoring Luke, Kate, Jake, Grace and Fred Lucas) 

Polly Marshall 

David & Traci McCain 

Mike and Sandra McKay 

Andy & Bonnie Menapace 

Olivia Lick Mucha 

(Honoring Pauline Oberhausen, Henry Lick, Lee Thornton, CP & Flo Thornton) 

Jane Mullins 

Marvin Oberhausen 

(In Memory of Nancy Elizabeth Oberhausen) 

Nic Pritchett & Will Jones 

Glen & Nan Pritchett 

Wendy Pritchett 

Raymond Chamber of Commerce 

William & Barbara Ricks 

Mike & Pattie Snowball 

The Raymond, LLC 

Dr. Samuel Thornton 

Tanya & Wendy Varnado 

Shelby & Sylvia Watts 

 

BRICK AND MORTAR DONORS 

John & Mary Etta Naftel 

Bob and Jeannie Chunn 

Bebe Garrison 

Pete & Brenda Hubbard 
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BRICK AND MORTER DONORS (continued) 

K P. and Florence K. Lewis 

Charles & Barbara Spann 

Pam Vaughn 

FOR Website and Social Media 

T 
his year,  the FOR Board of Directors decided it was time for a  “reboot” 

of the Friends of Raymond website. The Board has been working with 

Jack Noel from Prosonitech in Clinton to  redesign the FOR website 

and update the content. Our plan is to use the website more effectively with 

current events and updates so people can find out more about Friends of Ray-

mond and what we do. In coming months, we plan to continue those upgrades 

to include more functions and content. If you haven’t visited the website in a 

while, now is a good time to stop by! The website address is 

www.friendsofraymond.org. 

 

 

 

 

T 
he Friends of Raymond MS Facebook page has been pretty busy over the 

last several months.  With all the excitement about the mural activity, we 

have grown our followers to 1,375 people—really exciting! The Facebook 

page is quick and easy to update, so if you are a Facebook user, come join 

us. The Facebook page link is https://www.facebook.com/

FriendsofRaymond.MS/. 

 

A 
nother way to contact with Friends of Raymond is through our Instagram page. 

You can see the latest Instagram posts at this link: https://instagram.com/

friendsofraymond_ms.  

 

F 
riends of Raymond also communicates with our members and interested folks 

who wish to receive periodic email communications from us. We use Constant 

Contact, which is a service that helps us manage our contact list, send emails 

without having to type each person’s email address, protects your privacy by not shar-

ing your emails address with others, and allows us to send email updates directly to 

your email inbox. If you are a member of Friends of Raymond, want to become a member, or want to get updates about FOR activities sent 

directly to you—we strongly encourage you to share your email address with us and give permission to receive our emails.  In addition, you 

will receive these newsletters via email, which saves FOR a great deal of money by making paper, printer ink, stamps, and staples unneces-

sary. You can email us at friendsofraymond@outlook.com to request to be added to our email list.  
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P. O. Box 1000 
Raymond, MS 39154 

Email: 
friendsofraymond@outlook.com 
 
Web: 
www.friendsofraymond.org 

Friends of Raymond 

Friends of Raymond, Inc. was founded in 1998 as a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation, 

interpretation, management and promotion of Raymond’s history and historical sites. Friends of Raymond is 

a 501(c)(3) corporation and all memberships and donations are tax deductible. 

Contribution Options 

FRIEND—Under $100 (Annual) VOTING MEMBER—$100 to $4,999 (Annual) LIFETIME MEMBER—$5,000 and above 

            I/We would like to support the mission of FOR.  Enclosed is a check for $__________. 

            Name(s) ________________________,   _____________________________  

            Email for Newsletter:______________________________________________ 

            Address: _______________________________________________________  

            City: _______________________________ State: _____  Zip:______________ 

  

                          PLEASE, WE NEED YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO PROVIDE NEWSLETTERS          

 

Please mail your check made payable to:  

Friends of Raymond, P. O. Box 1000, Raymond, MS 39154-1000 

OR donate online at www.friendsofraymond.org 

Friends of Raymond 
Mission and Membership 

 

 

 

 

In an effort to use funds wisely, 
Friends of Raymond will limit 

mailing of paper newsletters to 
members, Generals and special 

requests.  
We will gladly email newsletters to 

anyone who wishes to receive it. 
Please be sure to provide us with 

your email address. You can send it 
to us at  

friendsofraymond@outlook.com. 

Newsletter  
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