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For God to work through you He must first work in you.
I find that for most people one of the hardest things is to unlearn what you know, to unlearn what 
has been your truth so that you are able to embrace a greater truth that leads you to wholeness.

 Our Identity, our value, the worlds is always trying to tell you who you are, and what you are 
worth and they never give you the value that God gives you.

 And so sometimes we have to unlearn that so that we can learn of our true value in Christ.

 So I started thinking what are things that our parents/family told us when we were younger, lies 
that we still kind of believe.

·     Sitting to close to the TV will ruin your eyesight.

·     Don’t look into the microwave while it is on because it can cause brain damage.

·     If you swallow your gum it will stay in your stomach for 7 years.

·     When the Ice Cream man rang his bell it meant he was out of Ice Cream

·     Drinking coffee will stunt your growth

·     The family pet went to live on a farm where they will have lots of room to run and play 
forever…..I lived in the country and we never saw any of your pets.

·     If you hold a toad and it pee’s on you, you’ll get warts.

·     Wait 30 minutes after eating to get in the pool or you’ll get cramps

·     If you cross your eyes they can get stuck like that.

·     If you sneeze with your eyes open your eyeballs might shoot out of your head.

·     Cracking your knuckles will give you arthritis.

·     Don’t go outside with wet hair or you’ll catch a cold. 

·     It won’t hurt as they pour hydrogen peroxide, or iodine on a cut…

·     They only named hurricanes after girls otherwise they would be himicanes.



·     This is gonna hurt me more then its gonna hurt you…

·     Don’t take a shower during a lightening storm because it could come in through the pipes 
and kill you.

 If you study the ministry of Jesus here is what you will find. He spent a significant amount of 
His time teaching as a Rabbi debunking the myths that people had been taught about God and 
about faith.

Think about this, a lot of what He did was saying ‘You have heard it said, but I am going to tell 
you something different’

You have been taught to see it this way but I am going to give you a new to look at it.

And Jesus comes along and says ‘I know that you have been taught that it is what is on the 
‘outside’, but I am saying to you that it is what is on the ‘inside’ that matters the most.

Because what ever is on the inside is what is going to comes out of you.

We have more then any culture so far been termed the ‘Throw away Culture’ because if 
something breaks we just throw it away.

In Luke 7 Jesus has been invited to the house of Simons who is a Pharisee a religious leader. And 
as a religious leader it was his duty to invite the visiting Rabbi over to his house for dinner.

 So Jesus gets to Simons house and his heart just isn’t in it. We don’t see where Simon greets 
Jesus or gives Him water to wash his feet, or oil to anoint Jesus head, nothing.

 These are minimal things. It seems that Simon was doing things out of religious duty but not the 
right spirit. 

But in verse 37 this woman comes on the scene and things start to get a little awkward because 
scripture tells us that she is a ‘Sinner’ other translations say Immoral women, she was a known 
prostitute in that area.

She knew how people would look at her as broken beyond repair. The Pharisee would see her as 
a throw away person, nothing you can do for her. But she knows that is not how Jesus see’s her. 

And then she does something her that many of us would say is impulsive, embarrassing, quite 
honestly would make many of us uncomfortable if it happened in our presence.

 Luke 7:37-38 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the 
Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume.  As she stood behind him 



at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, 
kissed them and poured perfume on them.

 Ever walked into a room that you weren’t wanted in?

That is how she must have felt when she walked in the room. Looks of distain, looks of fear from 
those who maybe were customer’s, a room can scream ‘no one wants you here, you don’t belong 
here’ without a word being said.

She lets down her hair and she begins to wash the feet of Jesus with her tears and dry them with 
her hair.

She had with her an alabaster jar of perfume that she probably used in her profession. One drop 
at a time, many times for many men, but she doesn’t put a drop on Jesus she uses the whole 
thing, she just pours the whole thing out.

 Her whole life she just empties it out, she is broken. Her whole life poured out. It was 
inappropriate, reckless, it was impulsive and Jesus says it was beautiful.

He see’s the broken as beautiful. And so here is what Jesus does. He just turns everything upside 
down and inside out.

 He rebukes Simon the Pharisee.

Here is this religious leader who has his act all together, does everything that he is suppose to do, 
follows all of the rules and Jesus rebukes him and then Jesus turns around and commends this 
prostitute who was a broken mess.He flips it all upside down. And Jesus ends the story by giving 
this women value, and purpose.

If we want to know the love and the grace of Jesus deeply, you want to discover that kind of 
value and that kind of purpose in your life. I am telling you it only comes through brokenness. So 
here is the good news. You probably already know this but incase you don’t I want to tell you so 
that it is super clear.

We are all broken.

 And those of you that don’t think you are….you are the most broken.

Jeremiah 18:1-5: This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Go down at once to 
the potter’s house; there I will reveal My words to you.” So I went down to the potter’s house, 
and there he was, working away at the wheel. But the jar that he was making from the clay 
became flawed in the potter’s hand, so he made it into another jar, as it seemed right for him to 
do. The word of the Lord came to me: “House of Israel, can I not treat you as this potter treats 



his clay? ” — this is the Lord’s declaration. “Just like clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in My 
hand, house of Israel.

I was reading about this Ceramic restoration Process called ‘Kintsugi’ it was originated in Japan 
in the 1500’s and the philosophy is “it treats breakage and repair as part of the history of an 
object, rather than something to disguise.”

 It is the process in which ceramic pieces are put back together and then rather then try to hide 
the cracks it accentuates; the cracks are highlighted with Gold.

Their cracks are part of their story. 

Here is what happens…The Value goes up!’ it becomes worth more. This is what God does for 
us.

Scripture says that we are to let our light shine in the world. 

 And sometimes in the church we think that the way that I let my light shine is to display that I 
have everything all together, no problems here.

 In reality our light shines the brightest when it is broken.

As church we will shine the brightest when we are a church of ‘those people’, when we 
understand that we are all broken, we all have struggles we all have failures and we all must 
come to Jesus.

 So who in Luke 7 do you want to be?

 The person that looks like it is all together, no problems, everyone is impressed.

Or

 Do you want to be the person who says ‘I am broken’ and experience the love and the grace of 
God?

 We all are broken, we all have cracks but through Jesus we are made whole.


