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On April 2, 2016, DIHF happily hosted a ribbon cutting for the island to celebrate the 
restoration of Sara Grant’s horse drawn Carriage.  The celebration was the culmination of 
DIHF’s 2015 project to raise funds to restore and protect the carriage.  This restoration gives 
current and future generations an opportunity to see this important artifact and learn the 
story of Mrs. Grant’s contributions to island history.  As 
part of the project, panels were installed celebrating Mrs. 
Grant’s life and telling the story of the carriage and its 
restoration.  Additionally, a carriage house was 

constructed to protect the carriage.  Initially the carriage house had no walls, but with the wonderful 
support of our DIHF members, the building is now completely enclosed and the carriage is protected 
from the elements.  The building was designed by Mike Vaccaro of Ludtke & Vaccaro, Architects, in 
Bluffton.  The total construction cost was $19,198 and the building now provides safe and dry 
storage for the oldest vehicle on Daufuskie Island. 

The carriage is a very important asset for the Historical 
Foundation, having been built in 1893 by The Chatham Carriage Company in Savannah.  It is a 
spindle-back carriage, with the spindles in the seat making it a little fancier than most carriages of 
the runabout type.  It was a light weight and practical carriage…an informal and utilitarian vehicle 
that was made for running about and getting things done….like delivering babies!  It is a road 
wagon with no top, sometimes called a "driving wagon."  Being light, it could be easily hitched by 
one person and pulled by a single horse.

The restoration work was performed in 2015 by 
carriage builder, Paul Stoltzfus, in Leola, 
Pennsylvania.    Finding Paul was the result of 

an exhaustive search by former DIHF Board Member, Toni Ferguson, who quickly 
discovered that carriage restorers were in short supply!  The Carriage House is part 
of the Museum Complex on Old Haig Point Road and the new building is open to the 
public whenever the Museum is open.   

The Ribbon Cutting was attended by over 75 guests. Speakers included Sallie Ann 
Robinson and Ervin Simmons, both of whom were delivered by Mrs. Grant.  The 
ribbon was cut by Ella Mae Jenkins (mother of the last baby Mrs. Grant delivered) and she was assisted by Yvonne Wilson, who is the 
DIHF historical consultant.  Additional special guests included members of Mrs. Grant’s family, as well as many islanders brought safely 
into this world by her skillful midwifery.

Sara Grant’s Midwife Carriage Restored and Enclosure Built
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Museum Retail
The Daufuskie Island Historical Foundation Museum Retail Shop offers a variety of Lowcountry products including items from our own 
Daufuskie Island artisans.  These artisan handmade items include Daufuskie Blues scarves, Daufuskie Hardwood boards, Daufuskie 
Peach soaps and lotions, Savannah Relic Jewelry and more.  Our retail shop also offers a wide variety of Lowcountry products including 
Spartina items, sweet grass baskets and trivets, books and cookbooks by local authors, as well as children’s items such as books, puppets 
and shark tooth necklaces.  The DIHF Museum Retail Shop is a terrific place to find the perfect gift for a special someone or something 
special for you!  Come see us!

The anticipated fall installation of Daufuskie’s first Little Free Library was, 
like other island happenings, interrupted by Hurricane Matthew. Its 
installation at the Mary Fields School was delayed until early December.  
“Take a Book – Return a Book” is the LFL motto…no checkout cards; no due 
dates.  We hope the box will promote adult readership, as well as provide 
easy access to books for young readers.  Daufuskie’s Little Free Library is 
#42,617 in the worldwide Little Free Library network.   The Daufuskie 
Island Historical Foundation and Daufuskie Island Community Library take 
great pride in introducing the Little Free Library concept to the island.

Little Free Library Opens - Finally!

We had a wonderful off island trip for our DIHF members in 2016.  In the spring, we offered a trip to 
the Pin Point Heritage Museum in Pin Point, Georgia just south of Savannah.  Located in the old A. S. 
Varn & Son Oyster and Crab Factory, the Pin Point Museum allows visitors to experience the Gullah/
Geechee culture. Prior to the tour of the museum, our members were treated to a crab net weaving 
demonstration by a Pin Point resident and volunteer.  We learned how to construct firsthand the 
perfect crab net using the old ways of the Gullah/Geechee people.  What fun that was!  Following the 
demonstration, we were given a very informative and moving tour of this museum.  Pin Point is a 
special place to visit and highly recommended if you are looking for things to do with visitors.   It 
certainly was a fun and memorable day!

Unfortunately our second off island trip to the Port Royal Sound Maritime Museum which had been 
scheduled for this past fall, had to be postponed in the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew.  We will be offering this trip to our members in 
the spring of 2017 (date to be determined).  Information regarding this trip can be found in the Member Trips for 2017 section of the 
newsletter.

Field Trips

As many of you will remember, longtime DIHF member Joy Allen passed away in 2014.  DIHF received 
donations in Joy Allen’s memory and used those funds to purchase the case in this photo.  Thank you to all 
who contributed.

Joy Allen Memorial
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This past year, the Foundation was approached by many non-profit organizations in the Hilton Head/Bluffton area, requesting the 
donation of a Day on Daufuskie for various fundraising auctions.  We are happy to do these tours as a way of giving back to our 
community.  Guests bid to buy a day on Daufuskie, including our historical tour of the island.  Our volunteers took guests to the four 
DIHF buildings, the Billie Burn Museum, the Janie Hamilton School/Gullah Learning Center, the Oyster Hall, and the Little White 
Schoolhouse/Archives, as well as other sites on the island, such as the Distillery and the Iron Fish.  We have found this to be a good 
way to get the word out that there is an active Historical Foundation on Daufuskie Island.

Foundation Tours Popular on Daufuskie Island

Children’s Exhibit
“The Year of the Oyster” was celebrated at the Jane Hamilton School with the help of the 
students from Daufuskie Island Elementary School. Students in grades 3 through 5 
prepared a Power Point presentation on the life cycle of the oyster for the kick-off oyster 
roast at the Old Daufuskie Crab Company.  Their research was published in a binder for all 
to read at the Jane Hamilton School.  The history of the oyster industry from the late 
1890’s to the mid 1950’s, with a map identifying the location of oyster shucking factories, 
helped visitors get a sense of the importance the industry played in the lives of the 
residents of Daufuskie Island. 

Volunteer Opportunity
This year found over 35 volunteers working for the Foundation.  Most of the volunteer time is spent manning flexible shifts at the 
Museum Complex which is open Tuesdays-Saturdays from 1:00 – 4:00 pm.  Volunteers sign up for shifts each month, making it easy to 
fit volunteering into everyone’s busy schedule.  In addition to introducing guests to the myriad of displays and the Community Library, 
volunteers may also bring computers and books to read between guest visits.  There is internet access and we now have security 
cameras in both buildings to give volunteers a better idea of who is where during their shift.  For further information on volunteering 
for the Foundation, contact Nancy Ludtke at 843-384-6363 or email at nlfuskie@aol.com.

Beaufort County Accommodations Tax Grant

The Daufuskie Island Historical Foundation applied to the Beaufort County Accommodations Board for a grant to defray costs of 
publishing the Rob Kennedy Trail Guide, Gullah History brochure, and Children’s Activities brochure.  The Accommodations Board 
awarded the Foundation $2,500.00 for this project.

Many members and friends of the Daufuskie Island Historical Foundation expressed concern about buildings and the artifacts in the 
Museum Complex during our recent hurricane.  We are happy to say that all four buildings came through the storm reasonably 
unscathed, with very little damage to the grounds as well. Fortunately, we had enough warning for Hurricane Matthew and action was 
taken for the artifacts.  Waterproof boxes were purchased, and most moveable artifacts were packed up in the days before the 
evacuation began.   The wonderful Daufuskie Island Fire Department volunteered to store these boxes on the top floor of the fire 
station.  When finally allowed to return to Daufuskie, volunteers were relieved to see that no damage had been done to the artifacts.  

Hurricane Matthew Report



DAUFUSKIE ISLAND HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
2017 Membership Dues

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________     Email _______________________________

Second email: ________________________________

(Allowing DIHF to communicate with you via email saves significant dollars; we do not share any 
membership information including emails with any other entity.)

Please indicate the level of Membership you are choosing below: 

_____Annual Family Membership…............................$75.00

_____Lifetime Membership……………………….......$600.00

_____Annual Corporate Membership………….……$250.00

_____Corporate Lifetime Membership………..…. $2,500.00

2017 Programs and Projects

2017	will	be	a	year	of	working	on	exis5ng	projects.	 	We	will	be	working	on	 improving	the	appearance	
and	 func5onality	 of	 the	 complex	 through	 an	 integrated	 landscaping	 plan.	 	 The	 plan	 will	 include	 the	
crea5on	of	 dedicated	parking	 spaces,	 an	 improved	pathway	 connec5ng	 the	 structures,	 an	 agricultural	
history	 presenta5on	 area	 and	 general	 landscaping	 improvements.	 We	 will	 con5nue	 to	 improve	 the	
Archives	 space,	 which	 is	 in	 the	 LiEle	White	 School	 house	 so	 that	 we	may	 beEer	 protect	 the	 various	
documents	of	Daufuskie	History.	 	Other	ongoing	projects	include	the	Children’s	Exhibit,	the	Sisters	and	
Brothers	Oyster	Hall,	the	Oral	History	project	and	a	self-guided	tour	booklet	for	the	Museum	complex.	
Please	consider	a	contribu5on	to	our	2017	General	Program/Project	Fund	and	allow	us	to	put	your	$$$’s	
to	work	where	they	are	needed	most.	 	 	 	 If	you	would	rather	choose	a	specific	project,	please	 indicate	
that	below.		Thanks	for	your	support!

$____________  included for the 2017 General Program/Project Fund.
OR

$____________ included for ____________________2017 Program/Project
Please include this form with your check and mail to PO Box 52, Daufuskie Island, 
SC  29915.

Office Use Only: _______(Date) _______(Amt)_______(Ck#)______(By)______(PP)______(By) 
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“For memory, we use our imagination. We take a few strands of real time and 
carry them with us, then like an oyster we create a pearl around them.” ~ John 
Banville

2016 has been a marvelous year of making memories with an all-island 
celebration of the environmental, economic and cultural importance of the 
oyster.  Oysters have played an essential role in Daufuskie Island history. 
Generations of the Bryan, Grant, Hamilton, Hudson, Jenkins, Robinson, Simmons, 
Washington and Wiley families worked in the oyster industry.  Daufuskie 
Oysters, whose tins adorn the shelves of many island homes, were a mainstay of 
the island’s economy and islanders’ diets.  In the 1950’s Daufuskie’s oyster beds 
were closed when pollution tainted the waters, forever changing the lives of 
island residents.

YOTO highlights included presentations about the oyster life cycle, oyster farms 
and living shorelines by the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 

and the South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium, a Tabby Talk with historian and archaeologist Larry Lepionka, field trips to the Pin Point 
Heritage Museum, Lady’s Island Oyster Farm and the Sea Pines Preserve Shell Ring.  An oyster roast was held at Freeport Marina with 
a Daufuskie Island Elementary School slide show and 10 bushels of local oysters from 
the May River Oyster Company expertly prepared in traditional style over an open fire 
by Freddie Grant.

Several events will be rescheduled in the spring of 2017 including an oyster art show,  a 
Nature Conservancy boat trip to McClellenville and the Cape Romain National Wildlife 
Refuge, and an oyster reef restoration talk with the SC Department of Natural Resources. 
Daufuskie’s first oyster reef will be built on Wednesday April 26.   Stay tuned!

The YOTO committee including Geoff Brunning, Leanne Coulter, Kym Castillo, Bev 
Jennings and Jenny Hersch would like to thank the Daufuskie Island Historical 
Foundation, the Daufuskie Island Conservancy, the Daufuskie Island Elementary School, 
the Coastal Discovery Museum, the Haig Point Naturalist Program and the Daufuskie 
Island Rum Company for their support and good cheer, and John Hill for designing an 
outstanding assortment of YOTO-ware and accessories to honor the oyster.

YOTO - Year of the Oyster Report

Maintaining our Assets
In addition to projects, Daufuskie Island Historical Foundation funds were used to maintain our buildings. This year the exteriors of 
the Billie Burn Museum and the Janie Hamilton School had wood repairs and were painted.    This year we also replaced four of the 
five HVAC units that had operational problems and replaced them with high-quality units that will provide relatively maintenance free 
operation for years to come.

After completing capital improvements to the Billie Burn Museum and the Jane Hamilton School in 2016, the Foundation will turn its 
attention in 2017 to improving the appearance and functionality of the Museum Complex through an integrated landscaping plan.  
The plan will include the creation of dedicated parking spaces, an improved pathway connecting the structures, an agricultural history 
presentation area and general landscaping improvements.

Further details are anticipated at the Foundation’s annual meeting in March.

Facilities Improvements to Continue
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The Hilton Head-Bluffton Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership Class selected Daufuskie Island as its assignment for 2016. The 
Leadership Program began in 1985 and was designed to cultivate leadership resources within the community.  Participants are given 
the opportunity to study and experience the Hilton Head Island, Bluffton, Okatie and Daufuskie Island communities, including their 
history, government, economy, human services and culture.

The 2016 Class decided that improving “way-finding” for visitors to Daufuskie was a worthy mission and 
they developed the idea of installing two information kiosks, one at Freeport Marina and one at the 
County Dock.  They designed the kiosks and raised the money for their construction and installation.  
There was considerable debate about the places that should be included on the map…should they be 
commercial or non-commercial, should the map include historic landmarks?  After input from the 
Daufuskie Island Council, the Class decided that it would only include historic places and they used the 
DIHF’s Rob Kennedy Trail Guide as the basis for the display.  The result is two attractive and permanent 
informational kiosks for Daufuskie Island.  A big “thank you” to the Leadership Class of 2016 from the 
Historical Foundation.

Information Kiosks on Daufuskie Island

The Daufuskie Island Historical Foundation Annual Dinner Meeting will be held this year at the Haig Point Club on Tuesday, March 28, 
2017, at 6:00 pm.  The program this year will include an historical photo presentation by Jenny Hersch and Sallie Ann Robinson.  
Jenny and Sallie Ann are working with Arcadia Publishing to present Daufuskie Island in their Images of America series.  The book will 
feature photographs and stories about Daufuskie Island from the 1890s through the 1990s.  Sallie Ann and Jenny traveled many miles 
and heard many stories told by interviewees.    As the collection grew, they were able to share these historic photographs with the 
friends and relatives of those actually in the pictures.  This event is open to current members of the Daufuskie Island Historical 
Foundation.

2017 Annual Dinner

DIHF has planned two off island trips for 2017.  In the spring (date yet to be determined), we will visit the Port Royal Sound 
Foundation Maritime Center.  The Port Royal Maritime Center provides visitors with the unique experience of high quality exhibits 
generally found at larger metropolitan museums and aquariums.  At this center, these exhibits are found in a small intimate setting.  
Current exhibits at the Maritime Center include the Ceiling Predator Diorama; Moons &Tides Exhibit; Sharks of Port Royal Sound; 
Under Water Sounds Exhibit; 3000 Gallon Aquarium; a Megalodon jaw; the Story of Snowball, the Albino Dolphin; and the History 
Wall.  The rotating exhibit room and the Oyster Cluster Exhibit are additional attractions.  At the Port Royal Sound Maritime Center 
visitors enjoy a variety of fun experiences that allow them to connect with our unique Port Royal Sound area.  DIHF contributed 
photos from our Archives to the Center’s oyster exhibit.

In the fall of 2017 (date yet to be determined) we will visit and tour The Ashantilly Center located in Darien, Georgia.  Ashantilly, 
known as “Old Tabby”, was originally the mainland home of Thomas Spalding who was a Georgia planter and legislator.  The original 
Spalding home, circa 1820, burned in 1937.  The current house is an ongoing project of the family of William G. Haynes, Jr., who 
founded and organized the Ashantilly Center.  The center is currently a non-profit educational historic site.  William G. Haynes, Jr., an 
artist, small letterpress printer and environmentalist, started the Ashantilly Press which is housed in the Ashantilly Center.  Mr. 
Haynes drew the illustrations for the Stoddard booklets written by A. H. Stoddard.  The Stoddard booklets were published in the late 
1930’s and are individual Gullah Tales.  Two of these books are on display in the Jane Hamilton School.  This should prove to be a 
very educational tour, particularly with the Daufuskie Island ties to the Stoddard family.  Following our tour of the Ashantilly Center 
and the Ashantilly Press, we will have lunch at Skipper’s Fish Camp in downtown Darien.  Afterwards we will enjoy a guided walking 
tour of downtown Darien by a local coastal historian. This should certainly prove to be a full, fun and informative day!

2017 Field Trips


