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On the weekend of September 25-26, Haig Point and the 
Daufuskie Island Historical Foundation hosted the second Daufuskie 

Island History Weekend.  
Joseph McGill, founder of 
the Slave Dwelling Project, a 
project dedicated to 
identifying and preserving 
extant slave dwellings, 
returned for the weekend.  
He met Friday morning with 

20 students and teachers from the Daufuskie Island Elementary School 
who were invited as “ambassadors” to welcome 100 Hilton Head Middle 
School 7th graders and their teachers participating in a field trip 
sponsored by Haig Point and DIHF.  All students then toured the Tabby 
Ruins, the Haig Point Lighthouse and Strachan Mansion.  Joe McGill 
presented an educational program on the need to preserve slave 
dwellings and his experiences sleeping in many of those structures in 
the past several years including under the stars in the Haig Point Tabby 
Ruins.

Friday evening DIHF Members, their guests and Island residents 
enjoyed dinner by the Tabby Ruins feasting on a low country menu 
presented by special guest, Gullah chef, author and native Daufuskian, 
Sallie Ann Robinson.  Joe McGill and Prinny Anderson spoke on progress 
made by Slave Dwelling Project in 2015. 

Our collaboration continued on 
Saturday June 26 with over 150 guests 
who arrived by Haig Point ferry for 
historical walking tours including the 
Tabby Ruins, The Lighthouse, The 
Strachan Mansion and the Old Haig 
Point Cemetery and bus tours to five 
sites in the historic district – The Billy 

Burn Museum, The Jane Hamilton School, the First Union African Baptist 
Church, The Mary Fields School and the recently restored Frances Jones 
House.  Special guests in addition to McGill and Anderson included Tom 
Bass, who renovated and restored the Haig Point Lighthouse and the 
Strachan Mansion in the early 1980’s, and Rick Wightman, restorer of the 
Haig Point’s tabby ruins in 2014.

History Weekend on DaufuskieMidwife Carriage and New Housing

The DIHF 2015 project was 
the restoration of the midwife’s 
carriage, housed next to the Billie 
Burn Museum.  Sarah Grant, who 
bought the carriage from the 
Goodwin family on the island in 
1932, traversed Daufuskie in the 

carriage, delivering over 130 babies during her career as a midwife.  In 
June of 2015, thanks to the generosity of Frank and Terry Foster and 
the support of our generous membership, the carriage was barged off 
the island, lifted into a rental truck and driven to a repair shop in 
Leola, PA near Lancaster.

Paul Stoltzus, owner of the 
Leola Coach Shop, oversaw the 
restoration of the vehicle.  The 
wheels, shafts and body were rebuilt; 
the seat was reupholstered; the dash, 
which protects the driver from gravel 
and dirt, was recovered in a patent 
leather material.  Parts of the seat 
and most of the hardware were salvaged.  The carriage was painted 
and the wheels striped.   A nameplate, previously obscured by black 
paint, was discovered on the back of the carriage.  It reads, “Chatham 
Carriage Co., Savannah, GA.”

The carriage has returned 
to Daufuskie and is on display in 
the new carriage house located 
next to the Museum.  A formal 
ribbon cutting is planned for 
April 2.  Panels with information 
about the carriage, its restoration 
and the history of Sarah Grant 
will be formally unveiled that 
day.  It is our hope that all who 
visit the Museum will better 

appreciate the story of this extraordinary woman who meant so much 
to Daufuskie.
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Hoddes Family Artifacts
In 2015, the Richard Hoddes family, who no longer have property 

on Daufuskie, contacted the Foundation wishing to return artifacts that 
they had collected while on the island.  We were delighted to receive 
these artifacts which consisted of pottery shards, arrowheads and various 
other interesting items including the spokeshade pictured here.  Many of 

these items have been added to our 
displays in the Museum.  Artifacts 
enrich the experience of visitors and 
residents to the Museum.  Our thanks 
to the Rich and Debbie Hoddes 
family for caring enough about the 
history of Daufuskie to bring these 
items home to us! 

Our member, Barbara Gross discovered two interesting booklets 
being auctioned early in 2015.  The booklets were written and self- 
published by Albert Stoddard in 1930’s and early 1940’s.  The booklets 
are Gullah Tales written in the Gullah dialect which Albert learned to 
speak by spending his summers on Daufuskie. The Stoddard family owned 
Melrose as well as other tracts of Daufuskie land from the 1830’s to 1971 
and Albert grew up in Savannah, son of the last Stoddard to live full-time 
on the island.  Barbara and Bob 
Gross felt that these two 
booklets would be a great 
addition to our Museum and we 
( DIHF) certainly agreed. The 
Gross family purchased and 
donated the booklets to DIHF.  
Many of you saw these booklets 
at our 2015 Annual Dinner.  The 
booklets are now on display in 
the Museum.  The display 
includes copies of the booklets so that you can take a look at the 
contents.  

Stoddard booklets 

Field Trips
We had two wonderful off island trips in 2015.  In the spring, 

we offered a trip to Parris Island for a visit to the Parris Island Museum, 
allowing us to explore the legacy of the US Marine Corp and the 
exciting history of the Port Royal region.  During our visit there, we also 
had the opportunity to visit the Charlesfort-Santa Elena archeological 
site, which is the site of two settlements; Charlesfort and Santa-Elena.  
Both of these settlements predate the English settlement of Jamestown.  
Following our tour we enjoyed a fun lunch at Fat Patties where we 
enjoyed all types of burgers and fries!

In November, we 
headed to the Charleston 
area to visit two very 
different plantation homes, 
Drayton Hall and Middleton 
Place.  Drayton Hall, built in 
1738, is the oldest 
preserved plantation home 
in America that is open to 

the public and is our nation’s earliest example of Palladian architecture.  
Set on vast acreage along the Ashley River, Drayton Hall’s authentic 
preservation makes it a place where time stands still. After completing 
our interesting tour of Drayton Hall, we traveled down the road to 
Middleton Place which is both a National Historic Landmark and home 
to America’s oldest landscaped gardens.  Upon our arrival at Middleton 
Place, we were treated to a delicious Low Country buffet lunch of fried 
chicken, collard greens, corn pudding, pecan pie and much more.   After 
lunch, we enjoyed a guided tour 
of the Middleton Place grounds  
including the Home Museum, 
home to four generations of the 
Middleton family; 65 acres of 
exquisite gardens;  the 
plantation’s rejuvenated stable 
yards; as well as Eliza’s House 
which was once owned by former 
Middleton slaves.  It certainly 
proved to be an extremely 
informative day and was enjoyed 
by all!

This piece of chert is a real find! (I have only found one in 15 years.)  It 
is a “spokeshave” used for smoothing out arrow shafts, which the oval 
grooves do by rubbing the shafts up and down.  Very unique. - John 
Tietjen

Museum Retail

     The DIHF Museum Retail Shop now offers a number of products from Daufuskie Island artisans.  These items include Daufuskie 
hardwood boards, Daufuskie Peach soaps and lotions, Dawfoskee Island map reproductions, Dennis Sutcliffe notecards/postcards and 
Savannah Relic Jewelry.  We also offer a wide variety of Low Country products including Spartina items, sweet grass baskets and trivets, 
Ecco-Coasters, Sea Glass necklaces, books and cookbooks by local authors, children’s books, puppets  and much more.  The DIHF Museum 
Retail Shop is a great place to find that perfect gift or to find something special for you!

Drayton Hall

Middleton Place - members listening to a lecture.
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2015 was a busy year for Historical Foundation Tours, and our 
wonderful volunteers were right there to help out when needed.

Tours included guests on Daufuskie Island for weddings, family 
reunions, sorority founders days, garden clubs, and many other groups 
interested in exploring the mystique of our beautiful island.  One of the 
most interesting tours was arranged in coordination with the Historic 
Foundation of Beaufort.  The Daufuskie Island “field trip” was sold out in 
three days, with over 35 guests traveling from Beaufort touring the island 
with Foundation docents and enjoying a wonderful lunch overlooking the 
sound at the Calibogue Club in Haig Point.  These tours are a very good 
way to show off our island, with nice donations to the Historical 
Foundation as a bonus.

Foundation Tours Popular on Daufuskie Island

This summer the Historical Foundation was selected by the 
Hilton Head Island-Bluffton Chamber of Commerce to be a part of a 
three part series of videos promoting Daufuskie. 

The first segment completed was the “Island Culture” segment 
that also included representation of the Daufuskie Community Farm 
and the emerging Artisan Community.  The Foundation’s outstanding 
body of work was recognized as the lead in to the video, as well as the 
role the museum plays in providing visitors the background they need 
to better understand Daufuskie.

To see these well done videos visit the Hilton Head Island-
Bluffton Chamber of Commerce website (www.hiltonheadchamber.org) 
and click on Daufuskie in the header at the top of the home page.

Video on HHI Chamber Website

The Foundation was saddened this past year by the death of Joy 
Allen, wife of Bruce Allen, co-founder of the organization.  Using money 
donated in memory of Joy, a new large display cabinet is being 
purchased to increase our displays of island artifacts.  This will be a 
fitting memorial to Joy who was an enthusiastic supporter of the 
fledgling organization in its early days and followed our growth even 
after she left the island.

Joy Allen Memorial

New Stop on the Rob Kennedy Trail

     DIHF is proud of its Rob 
Kennedy Historic Trail and its 
well-received RKT Trail Guide.  
This past year the Trail was 
revised for the first time since 
its opening in 2010 with the 
addition of the Frances Jones 

Home and the deletion of the Railroad site.  The Railroad site, although 
significant in island history, was difficult for visitors to visualize.  The 
restoration and renovation of the Frances Jones Home by Palmetto 
Trust made it a worthy stop on the 
Trail.  The center core of the 
building is believed to have been 
built as early as the late 1860s, 
making it possibly the oldest 
structure on the island.

Children’s Exhibit
The 

Foundation is 
committed to 
sharing Daufuskie’s 
history with all 
visitors and the 
Children’s Exhibit 
located in the 
Janie Hamilton 
School strives to 

bring island history alive for the younger visitor.  In the spring of 2015, 
this changing exhibit focused on the history of indigo and “Sea-Island” 
cotton as an important cash crop to Daufuskie Island and the coastal 
Carolinas. Long-staple cotton grown on Daufuskie Island from seeds 
obtained from the Department of the Interior and short-staple cotton 
grown on the mainland of South Carolina gave visitors a unique 
opportunity to compare the difference in the look, feel, and quality of the 
fiber. Hands-on activities included weaving cotton yarn on a small table 
loom and coloring quilt blocks. A quilt was made by tying the blocks onto 
an indigo-dyed piece of cotton fabric. 

Volunteer Opportunity

Our members’ continued support assists in paying for the 
maintenance and operation of the Museum Complex, as well as the Little 
White Schoolhouse and Oyster Union Society Hall. The Billie Burn 
Museum and Janie Hamilton School/Gullah Learning Center are the 
buildings located in our Museum Complex.  With the support of 
dedicated  volunteers we are currently open for visitors Tuesday through 
Saturday from 1 - 4 pm and by appointment.   Thank You, Volunteers!

Volunteers open the museum, greet visitors, and share 
information and stories about the island and the Historical Foundation.  
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Nancy Ludtke at 
(843) 384-6363.



DAUFUSKIE ISLAND HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
2016 Membership Dues

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________     Email _______________________________

Second email: ________________________________

(Allowing DIHF to communicate with you via email saves significant dollars; we do not share any 
membership information including emails with any other entity.)

Please indicate the level of Membership you are choosing below: 

_____Annual Family Membership…............................$75.00

_____Lifetime Membership……………………….......$600.00

_____Annual Corporate Membership………….……$250.00

_____Corporate Lifetime Membership………..…. $2,500.00

2016 Programs and Projects

2016	will	be	a	year	of	working	on	exis5ng	projects.		We	will	be	seeking	county	approval	to	enclose	the	
Carriage	House.		ABer	seeing	the	beau5fully	restored	carriage	we	want	to	protect	the	carriage	from	the	
elements	as	well	as	enable	our	visitors	to	view	it	even	in	inclement	weather.			We	will	con5nue	to	
improve	the	Archives	space,	which	is	in	the	LiGle	White	School	house	so	that	we	may	beGer	protect	the	
various	documents	of	Daufuskie	History.		Other	ongoing	projects	include	the	Children’s	Exhibit,	the	
Sisters	and	Brothers	Oyster	Hall,	the	Oral	History	project	and	a	self-guided	tour	booklet	for	the	Museum	
complex.		The	only	new	project	for	2016	is	the	LiGle	Free	Library.		Please	consider	a	contribu5on	to	our	
2016	General	Program/Project	Fund	and	allow	us	to	put	your	$$$’s	to	work	where	they	are	needed	
most.				If	you	would	rather	choose	a	specific	project,	please	indicate	that	below.		Thanks	for	your	
support!

$____________ included for the 2016 General Program/Project Fund.
OR
$____________ included for ____________________2016 Program/Project
Please include this form with your check and mail to PO Box 52, Daufuskie Island, 
SC  29915.

Office Use Only: _______(Date) _______(Amt)_______(Ck#)______(By)______(PP)______(By) 
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A LOOK AT 2016

    The construction of the Carriage House was completed in November 2015 at a cost of $10,246.  The new 
building is an open-sided structure measuring 10ft x 24ft with a red metal roof matching the Billie Burn 
Museum.  It replaced an old prefabricated metal shed that was in poor condition and not large enough to 
safely house the carriage.  We wanted the newly-restored carriage to have a nice new home befitting its 
status as the oldest vehicle on Daufuskie Island.

Member Tours for 2016
DIHF has planned two off island trips for 2016. In the spring (date yet to be determined), we will travel to the Pin Point Heritage 

Museum in Pin Point, Georgia just south of Savannah.  Located in the old A. S. Varn & Son Oyster and Crab Factory, the Pin Point 
Museum will allow us to experience the Gullah/Geechee culture first hand.  For nearly 100 years, Pin Point was an isolated and self-
sustaining community on the banks of the Moon River.  Founded by the Gullah/Geechee, this community is where family, religion and 
work connected to the river.  Today, this refurbished factory allows visitors to celebrate the life, work and history of the Gullah and 
Geechee people.

In the fall of 2016 (date also yet to be determined), we will visit the Port Royal Sound Foundation Maritime Center to celebrate 
the “Year of the Oyster”.  The Port Royal Maritime Center provides visitors with the unique experience of high quality exhibits generally 
found at large metropolitan museums and aquariums in a small intimate setting.  Current exhibits at the Maritime Center include the 
Ceiling Predator Diorama, Moons & Tides Exhibit, and Underwater Sounds Exhibit, 3000 Gallon Aquarium, Megalodon Jaw and the 
History Wall.  The rotating exhibit room and the Oyster Cluster Exhibit are additional attractions.  At the Port Royal Sound Foundation 
Maritime Center, visitors will enjoy a variety of fun experiences that will allow them to connect with the unique Port Royal Sound area!

We will be announcing the details of these trips (via e-mail) about 3 weeks in advance of the trip and hope that you will reserve 
a spot and join us.

Additionally, and back by request, we will be scheduling an on island Historical Golf Cart tour or two.  Dates for these tours will 
be announced via e-mail.

The Daufuskie Island Historical Foundation Annual Meeting Dinner will be held on Tuesday, March 15, 2016, at 5:00pm at the Haig Point 
Clubhouse.  Our Guest Speaker will be Tom Bass, General Contractor for International Paper during the development of Haig Point.  Mr. Bass will 
speak on the mysteries of the Haig Point Lighthouse and will share special stories of Mr. Frank Strachan and his beautiful Strachan Mansion.

Special guests for the evening will be descendants of the Patrick Comer family.  Patrick Comer was the first Lighthouse Keeper at the Haig 
Point Lighthouse.  The family plans to share some family history and archives with us during the evening.

The Annual Meeting of the Daufuskie Island Historical Foundation will be held following dinner.

Annual Dinner

A New Home for the Midwife’s Carriage 
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Daufuskie Island Historical Foundation
P.O.Box 52,  Daufuskie Island, SC  29915

www.daufuskiemuseum.org
dihfoundation@gmail.com

2016 is the Year of the Oyster on Daufuskie! The Daufuskie Island Historical Foundation, the Daufuskie Island 
Conservancy and the Daufuskie Island Elementary School are joining together to organize an island-wide, year-long series 
of educational programs, field trips and social events celebrating the environmental, economic and cultural importance of 
the oyster - past, present and future.

The Foundation is delighted to be involved and our two off island field trips in 2016 are supporting the Year of the 
Oyster theme.   Watch the our web-site, your email, and the Daufuskie Front Porch for more information about YOTO 2016 
including a full schedule of events.  A YOTO 2016 Launch Party is scheduled for Monday, February 29, 5:00pm-8:00pm at 
Freeport Marina and all islanders are invited.   Please watch the Daufuskie Island Front Porch for more information 
including a full schedule of events.

DIHF, in a new venture, will join the worldwide Little Free Library program in 
2016. The mission of Little Free Library (littlefreelibrary.org) is to promote literacy 
and the love of reading by building free book exchanges.  The LFL has over 32,000 
Little Free Library book exchanges around the world, bringing literacy into homes by 
sharing over 1 million books annually.

A book box will be installed at the Mary Fields School postal location 
stocked with books for adults and children.  By doing this, a lending library that is 
open all times of the day will be created.  Ideally, users would leave a book when a 
book is taken…but will not be required to do so.  No sign up, no check out and no 
closed hours!  Watch for an announcement this spring when Daufuskie’s Little Free 
Library is installed and ready for use.

YOTO  (Year Of The Oyster)

Little Free Library

2016 Plans and Projects

Mark Your Calendars

YOTO Launch Party - February 29, 2016,  5-8pm Freeport Marina

Annual Meeting / Dinner - March 15, 2016,  5 pm  Haig Point Clubhouse

Carriage Ribbon Cutting - April 2, 2016, Billie Burn Museum

Member Tours - TBD, watch for emails

Emails with details for each event will be sent 2-3 weeks prior.

2016 will be a year of working on exisiting projects.  We will be seeking county approval to enclose the Carriage House.  After 
seeing the beautifully restored carriage we want to protect the carriage from the elements as well as enable our visitors to view it even 
in inclement weather.  We will continue to improve the Archives space which is in the Little White School house so that we may better 
protect the various documents of Daufuskie History.  Other ongoing projects include the Children’s Exhibit, The Sisters and Brothers 
Oyster Hall, the Oral History project and a self-guided tour booklet for the Museum complex.  Our new project in 2016 will be the Little 
Free Library mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter.   We hope that you will consider a contribution to assist us with these various 
projects.


