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FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

As 2017 ends, we look to 2018 with hope and pride.  There have been changes in our 
organization.  President Dick Bennett passed away in June.  We are remembering his 
many years of service to the LVMPD CPAAA with a brick paver in the entryway to 
Headquarters along with a plaque placed in the Jerry Keller Training Center on 
Cheyenne to keep his memory alive.  The first Annual Dick Bennett Award will be given 
on December 7.  “Laugh Often and Fear Not”.  Thank you for 15 years as our President. 

Thank you to Bob Penton who served as editor of the Code 3 early on with his wife 
Cookie; then continued to work on it himself for many years to bring information to our 
membership. 

Our goal is to have a quarterly newsletter featuring our members, Board of Directors, 
Metro Advisors and Liaison.  Field trips, guest speakers, purchases made for Metro 
from our fundraising efforts and timely information will also be included. 

The Las Vegas Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association Facebook page is being 
updated on a regular basis.  Check it out. 

Dues for 2018 remains at $25 and is payable now through December.   

The Board of Directors has worked on updating the by-laws and asks for your 
ratification at the upcoming meeting on November 16th. 

Think about being a CPAAA Board member.  Elections for 3 seats will be held at our 
January 2018 meeting. 

On November 15th, the 2500th CPA graduate will walk across the stage in Class 3-2017; 
the 81st class since 1991.  

I am honored to serve as your President and want to meet and get to know you at our 
events.   

LaurieBuchman.LVMPD.CPAAA@gmail.com       
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VICKIE WAITMAN :  She grew up in Las Vegas, moving here 
because her dad oversaw drilling at the Test Site.  Vickie went to UNLV 
and graduated as an RN.  She worked in the profession for 43 year.  She 
and her husband were together since age 13.  They married a month 
before he went to Vietnam in 1968.  He died 8 years ago from Agent 
Orange.  He flew helicopters and airplanes, she flew airplanes too.  
Flying was their love and they owned both an airplane and helicopter.  
They were involved in the Experimental Aircraft Association.  Vickie’s 
husband, Joe was to EAA what Dick Bennett was to CPAAA. 

ELANE BURLESON:  Elane took the CPA class in 2001 and was part 
of the MVP Program prior to that.  She has been doing handicapped 
parking on Saturdays for 5 years.  She has lived in Las Vegas since 1989.  
Elane works for Boyd Gaming at the Fremont Hotel & Casino.  She has 3 

children, 5 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.  She was on the Board as a floating 
member prior to being elected this year. 

SCOTT BENNETT: Scott was born and raised in the south 
suburbs of Chicago.  He is the son of our former President 
Dick Bennett.  Scott spent several years in Toronto then 
moved to Salt Lake City.  He came to Las Vegas in 2013.  He 

works as a property manager for shopping centers throughout Las Vegas.  
Outside of work, Scott spends his time playing golf and watching movies.  
He is a lifelong fan of the Chicago Bears.  He is also involved with the MVP 
Program.  Scott attended the CPA in 2013 and has been an active member 
ever since.  He is involved in the Facebook page for CPAAA. 

 

 

Our Guest Speaker 
onNovember 19th is Lois 
Comfort Dog and handler 

MEET THE NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBERS 

 

GUEST SPEAKER FOR 

NOVEMBER 16TH  

LT. William Huddler 

SWAT 
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We appreciate the response of our members who donated and fully funded 
the Brick Paver and Plaque honoring and remembering Dick Bennett’s 
years of dedication to the CPAAA.  

       

 

 

THANK YOU GENEROUS DONORS 

 

2016 Auction winners meet 

Mayor Carolyn Goodman 

Khanh Pham, Ana Coates 

with Marvin Minushkin  

 



 

 

 

TRIP TO INDIAN SPRINGS MEN’S PRISION 
BY WANDA BLOCK 

Our recent visit to the men’s prison was an eye opener.  We did not know what to 
expect but we were impressed with the facility, the employees and prisoners, who were 
extremely friendly.  We were amazed at the automotive restoration and repair area and 
the education area.  The kitchen area was immaculate and it was impressive that they 
baked all their bakery items daily.  The prisoners showed pride in the work ethics and 
seemed that they were motivated to prepare for life outside of the prison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEATURED ITEMS AT OUR ANNUAL FUNDRAISER:  

 Lunch with Sheriff Lombardo; Lunch with Undersheriff McMahill; 
SWAT Experience; Shooting Range; Flat Screen TVs; Golden Knights 
Tickets and Signed Stick; Gift Cards; Gift Baskets; Tickets to “Best of 

the Badge”; Lots of Raffle Prizes; Karaoke Machine; SoundBar; 
Dinners; Camping Equipment; Helicopter Ride and MORE! 

Thursday December 7                         6:00 PM at HQ – Building A 

Guest Auctioneer:  Nate Tannenbaum 



 

 

FALLEN OFFICERS WALL 

Originally appeared in the March 2016 MVP Newsletter ALL POINTS BULLETIN 

The Northwest Area Command is quiet when I reported for my weekly Handicap 
Parking Enforcement duties at 8 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  My card/key to the back 
door gives access to the entrance off the parking lot where rows of Metro vehicles are 
located.  As I walk in through the door all is peaceful and very quiet.  I look ahead at the 
wall directly in front of me.  I hear the footsteps from somewhere in the building but see 
no one.   Maybe it is the pictures on that wall I face upon entering – the 22 fallen officers 
occupying some 28 feet of wall space who are displayed under the words, “Respect• 
Honor• Remember“ that make me really think I hear footsteps and stiff leather sounds 
echoing in the building.  These 3 words are the same ones used at the National Fallen 
Officers Monument in Washington DC. 

On Monday morning the building comes alive with sworn officers, civilian employees, 
volunteers and citizens. 

Each who enters will pass this wall of fallen officers as they turn right or left.  It is a 
striking reminder of those that served - the “line of duty deaths” – and made the ultimate 
sacrifice while wearing the uniform.  Each plaque in chronological order from 1928 to 
the present reflects the change in Clark County/Las Vegas as police agencies evolved, 
resulting in the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department.  

When Captain Richard Fletcher took command of NWAC he felt an upgrade was 
needed. Captain Fletcher also serves as the Commander of the Honor Guard. He 
enlisted the help of Kathy Cassell, Crime Prevention Specialist at NWAC to spearhead 
this project.  She shared with me, “The purpose was to have a respectful display that 
was consistent in appearance. It was also important to Captain Fletcher to convert all 
the photos to black and white – honoring the legacy of those lives lost early on and to 
give a more solemn feel to the display”.  Having a long standing relationship with Mr. 
Dick Bennett, CPAAA President; Kathy knew to contact him and enlist his support.  He 
immediately offered to assist.  A formal request for funding was presented to the 
CPAAA Board.  “It took 4 months to complete” she told me and added the longest wait 
was for the approval of the handyman to complete the installation.  Desert Wind and 
Engraving graciously assisted in the selection of the plaques and engraving.  This 
company is a friend of Metro’s and is owned by a family member of one of Metro’s 
finest. 

Captain Fletcher speaks of the importance of this donation in his letter of appreciation:  
“The LVMPD NWAC Memorial Wall is now a more fitting tribute to those Officers who 
served with dignity and bravery but lost their life while doing so.”  



 

 

If you have not had an opportunity to see this tribute wall, please come and visit.  The 
fundraising effort by the CPAAA made it possible and it is a fitting tribute that sadly may 
grow in the future – a stark reminder that danger and lost lives is a part of policing. 
Bravery comes in many forms, but a Fallen Officers Wall reminds us they are human 
beings who gave more than we can fathom.  

 

Captain Richard Fletcher                                      Photo by:  Heidi Strait 

The Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association has donated more than $110,000 
throughout the years.  Department administrators file formal requests with the CPAAA 
Board for purchases they need that will benefit their unit and are not budgeted for by 
Metro.  The Board of Directors discusses and deliberates each application and if 
approved sends it to Metro’s Fiscal Affairs Committee for a final review.  Following that 
approval we appropriate the funds needed from our monies.  

Each month I will highlight where the money was spent and how the department has 
benefited.  Your hard work is appreciated and continues to be an integral part of Metro. 

Until next month, 

Laurie Buchman 

Class 3/2013 

Addendum:  Officer Charleston Hartfield will be the 23rd Fallen Officer added. 


