
 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT:  LaurieBuchman.LVMPD.CPAAA@gmail.com 

Welcome spring.  With the cold snowy February, we still had a large turnout.       

I gave the “State of CPAAA Association” report - included in this issue. Assistant Sheriff 
Charles Hank spent the evening updating us on Sheriff Lombardo’s “State of the Department” 
report and answered questions from our members.  He also presented Simon Wong with the 
Dick Bennett Memorial Service Award.  See write-up in this issue.. 

In March, our guest presenter was Regale Harris – Community Outreach Coordinator from 
SafeNest.  That synopsis is in this issue.  On April 18th, our guest speaker is CPAAA member 
and LVMPD Civilian Employee Kristi Repp – Risk Management.                                                              

Meet new Board of Director Secretary Michael Drapp and At-Large (nonvoting) BOD member 
Johanna Walter, both 2018 CPA graduates, in this issue.  Thanks for serving on the Board. 

CPA Class 1-2019 graduated on March 27th.  This ceremony was held in our home at the 
Jerry Keller Training Academy.  Your Board hosted a light refreshment welcome to share our 
purpose and mission.  CPAAA wants that enthusiasm shown throughout the 12 weeks to 
continue with their alumni membership.  It is wonderful to welcome graduates to the Alumni 
Association. 

Many of the Christmas Holiday Fundraiser high bidders have been participating in Lunches 
with the Dignitaries, Range, EVOC and SWAT activities.  Pictures tell it all.  Hope you have 
the opportunity on December 5th this year to win one of these great LVMPD chances.  

June is the Annual Match Fundraiser.  Our generous donor has once again pledged $1000 if 
we can match or exceed that amount.  We are fortunate to have this challenge and for the 
last 3 years have made our goal.  The giving window is June 20 – 30 only.  CPAAA is a 
501c3.  See the donation form in this edition. 

#VegasStrong; #AmazingTogether 
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2018 Graduates Serve Our CPAAA 

Johanna Walter was born and raised in Southern California. For the last 16 years her career is in the 
Loss Prevention Safety and Hazmat field, working throughout California, Southern Nevada, and 
Northern Arizona. In late 2011, she moved to Las Vegas to continue her career. Since January of 
2017, Johanna has given back to the community with more than 1100 hours of volunteer service. 
Through the Trauma Intervention Program of Southern Nevada (TIP), she has assisted first 
responders including LVMPD and others in Clark County, spending time with survivors, victims, family 
members, witnesses, and other bystanders directly on-scene. “I was able to offer emotional and 
physical support, and provide information as needed. In addition to on scene volunteering, I 
dispatched for TIP, working closely with dispatchers for LVMPD, CC Fire, LV Fire, etc. While 
dispatching, I was the acting supervisor on duty for Southern Nevada.” She graduated the Citizens 
Police Academy in class 1-2018 and joined the CPAAA. Most recently, in January of 2019, she 
became a volunteer with LVMPD's MVP program. “I am honored to be an At-Large board member 
with the CPAAA, and look forward to serving.” 

       
 

Michael Randall Drapp is a Silicon Valley serial entrepreneur who has founded eight high-technology 

companies. Michael moved to Las Vegas six years ago from Pebble Beach, California to found Cognitive 

Science, LLC. Cognitive Science, LLC is developing the world's seminal software and Augmented 

Reality/Mixed Reality (AR/MR) systems for the treatment of cognitive disorders. Michael is a chaplain, 

MVP, Christian business and life coach and works within the community to assist organizations and 

individuals in need. Michael is either serving or has served as a director on nine Boards of Directors 

outside of his own companies. Michael is committed to "paying forward" into God's Kingdom and feels 

honored to have been called into His service.  He graduated in CPA class 2-2018. 

 

 

MEET THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  



 
 

Both Synopses written by Johanna Walter 
The CPAAA would like to thank Assistant Sheriff Charles Hank for being our guest speaker on February 21st 

2019. Charles Hank’s time with and dedication to the LVMPD has given him the opportunity to serve as one 

of three Assistant Sheriffs.  

A/S Hank who is originally from Chicago, grew up with many of the same challenges that citizens in our 

community face on a daily basis.  While serving 7 years in the US Army, he made the decision to become a 

police officer.  He is a Las Vegas resident for almost 30 years and a LVMPD sworn officer for more than 29 

years.   A/S Hank has made it well known that he is grateful and humbled to be a part of the Metro 

organization.  Second to his family, the LVMPD means everything to him.  He has many family members who 

work for the department as well.  His wife is a Director, son is a Corrections Officer looking to become a 

Police Officer; nephew is a clerk at the jail, niece in the Uniform Shop, cousin working cameras in the Fusion 

Center, and his brother is a Lieutenant with Internal Affairs.  It is clear to see that this organization changed 

not only A/S Hank’s life, but the lives of his family as a whole.  

He shared with us about Dick Bennett and how the Convention Center Area Command VIVA on the Strip 

program began.  Together they initiated volunteers to walk the strip by reaching out to properties on the 

strip.  He asked if MVP volunteers in uniform could enjoy a meal in the casino’s employee dining rooms.  7 

properties agreed!  Suddenly the Las Vegas strip had a large increase in the number of volunteers.  It is a 

meaningful way for the community and LVMPD to show their gratitude and give back to the volunteers by 

putting yellow shirts as LVMPD ambassadors on duty. 

A/S Hank also spoke about the State of the Department (for 2018).  Sheriff Lombardo, who was re-elected to 

his second term as Sheriff, recently gave his official report on the department’s standings.  Without 

accounting for the 1 October shooting; homicides were down substantially from 2017 to 2018, with violent 

crimes in general down 9%.  He stated that the Sheriff is very committed to the safety of this community.  In 

2018 the focus was to reduce violent crimes.  In 2019, the department is keeping that same goal, and adding 

the goal to improve customer service.  Many within the community have experienced property crimes or 

know someone who has.  Crimes like these can make people feel truly violated.  Sheriff Lombardo is 

committed to having a detective (not a clerk or investigations specialist) call back each victim to follow up 

and get additional information that may help catch the offenders.  Another partnership that has been 

growing within the community: Vegas SafeCam.  It allows citizens to call in to register their personal home 

camera systems, helping officers in the event that an investigation is taking place in their surrounding area.  

Detectives are then able to reach out and contact the home owners directly saving valuable time in their 

investigation process.  Speaking of crime which he referred to as a triangle; needing a suspect, a victim, and 

an opportunity, A/S Hank reminds us all that having an officer present makes people think twice and 

enhances the safety of our community.   LVMPD is continuing to hire, maintaining a balance of 2 officers per 

1,000 citizens.  Running up to 6 academies at one time to achieve this.  LVMPD graduated 46 new officers 

that afternoon. 

There were many other topics from throughout the community and questions he answered.  What stands 

out the most to him and Sheriff Lombardo is “Cops Matter” and they truly make a difference in our 

GUEST SPEAKERS SHARE THEIR LVMPD AND COMMUNITY WORK 



community.  Thank you A/S Hank for taking the time to speak with us tonight, and thank you to all officers 

for keeping our community safe on a daily basis!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

SIMON WONG PRESENTED DICK BENNETT MEMORIAL SERVICE AWARD 

Assistant Sheriff Charles Hank 

 speaks about LVMPD  2018-2019 

Regale Harris  

Shares vital information about 

SafeNest services on March 21st  

Tracing roots back to 1977, Safe Nest was 
incorporated as “Temporary Assistance for 
Women (TAW) when the agency opened the 
first shelter house for abused women and 
children in Southern Nevada and launched 
the 24-hour crisis hotline. Over the next 20 
years, with the help of individual donations, 
legislation and, state-wide partnerships., 
TAW was able to add more shelters, open 
donation and counseling centers, provide 
critical legal assistance and expand 
programming. In 1996 TAW adopted the 
name “Safe Nest” and opened additional 
offices in Laughlin, Mesquite and Boulder 
City. Today Safe Nest is continuing to 
innovate and grow, and has a staff of 91 full 
and part-time staff dedicated to creating 
social change and preventing domestic 
violence in Clark County. Harris spoke about 
a poem, “I got flowers today”, 1992 copyright 
Paulette Kelly, which is dedicated to battered 
women. This is a good read for all of us, and 
has been made into video by several people 
over the years. She shared with us many 
statistics on who is most affected within the 
community, however it is important to 
remember that all of us are vulnerable to 
domestic violence and or knowing someone 
who is affected by it.  

Regale Harris spoke about the many types of abuse:  physical, 
psychological, emotional, economic, sexual and reproductive 
coercion to name a few.  These are all ways that men and 
women can abuse each other.   Harris told us how difficult it can 
be for a survivor to leave, in fact, it takes many survivors seven 
attempts before they actually leave their abusive partner for 
good. As a community it is clear to see how important the Safe 
Nest organization is to all who are going through domestic 
violence situations. Safe Nest is always looking for volunteers. 
Contacts and more information for Safe Nest can be found on 
their Website, Safenest.org  

 



THIS ARTICLE APPEARED IN THE FEBRUARY MVP ALL POINTS BULLETIN by Laurie Buchman 

I often think of the moments when I have been surprised, not the “surprise birthday” 

celebration kind, but truly caught in a moment of speechlessness; awe and that “who 

me, you mean me?” look. 

Such was the night of January 17, 2019.  Oh, not for me personally, but for a very 

special CPAAA member who I had the chance to watch when his name was spoken as 

the recipient of the 2nd Dick Bennett Memorial Community Service Award.  Simon 

Wong was announced.  He had no knowledge of someone nominating him let alone a 

thought of being selected.   As the members gave a huge ovation, he gave that “look” 

and couldn’t speak and turned to his wife with the question of “me?” 

After the meeting, I went up to him to congratulate this well-deserved honor and to 

make sure he could attend the February 21st meeting for the official presentation by 

someone from our Sheriff’s Command Staff. 

He was still pretty much without words to say.  However, that changed when he had 

the opportunity to process what had occurred and reflect on how honored and 

humbled he is to be named. 

The nomination form contained the following:  Simon cares about the community and 

our organization.  He is an amazing ambassador to new members and makes everyone 

feel welcomed at the monthly meetings.  Simon volunteers regularly and represents 

the MVP program very well.  He has 2000 volunteer hours worked.  He is 

approachable, knowledgeable and a pleasure to volunteer alongside.  A most 

respectful, unassuming and kind man; that is Simon Wong.   

In his own words, “All My Dear Friends:  Your warm blessings are highly appreciated.  It 

is my honor to receive this hard to earn special award.  Dick is certainly the one who 

gave me the most influence to my MVP career.  He led me step by step into VIVA.  He 

sent me and my wife Joan to attend CPA.  He was there with us on the first class.  

Moreover, he convinced Joan to put the yellow shirt on.  He is always in our mind.  We 

miss him very much.  Now I am to receive the Dick Bennett Award.  I am so grateful!” 



So we never really know how 

someone is going to react at the moment and then in reflection of a great honor.  Nor 

could one really know how much something means until they speak from the heart.  

He accepted the award from Assistant Sheriff Charles Hank on February 21st.  His 

remarks were made with a tear in his eye.  It made us all proud that he is in the CPAAA.  

Well done, Simon, well done indeed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING GUEST SPEAKERS: 

APRIL 18 – Kristi Repp (Class 1-2011) Safety Coordinator -                                     
Safety Detail, Risk Management Section 

JUNE 20 – FBI Tentatively scheduled 

 

DUE TO THE NATURE OF THE SUBJECT MATTER OF SOME OF THE GUEST PRESENTATIONS; 

IT IS THE CPA REQUIREMENT THAT ALL WHO APPLY MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE.  WE 

FOLLOW THAT GUIDELINE AND ASK THAT IF YOU BRING GUESTS TO CPAAA MEETINGS 

THAT THEY BE 18 YEARS OR OLDER. 

 

Simon accepts award with honor 

and humility. 



CITIZENS' POLICE ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

2019 MATCHING FUNDS DONATIONS PROGRAM 

AS ANNOUNCED, WE HAVE A BENEFACTOR IN OUR ORGANIZATION WHO HAS PROPOSED THE FOLLOWING:  
"ON AN ANNUAL BASIS, BEGINNING WITH FISCAL YEAR 2016, I WILL MATCH CPAAA MEMBERSHIP DONATIONS 
UP TO $1,000.00". 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP US BY TAKING PART OF THIS GENEROUS OFFER, PLEASE FILL OUT THE 
INFORMATION BELOW AND GIVE IT TO CPAAA TREASURER GERRIE HOLMES. 
 
I WOULD LIKE TO DONATE $________________________________TO THE CITIZENS' POLICE ACADEMY 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (CPAAA) FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2019. 
 
THE CPAAA IS A 501 (c) 3 ORGANIZATION AND YOUR DONATION IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
 
WHILE WE APPRECIATE ANY AMOUNT, DONATIONS OVER $100.00 WILL ALSO BE POSTED ON OUR CPAAA 
DONATION PLAQUE LOCATED IN THE CHEYENNE TRAINING CENTER LOBBY. 
 
PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO THE "CPAAA". 
 
CHECKS WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL JULY 1, 2019. 
 
NAME______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 
                 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 16 IS PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY.  PLEASE JOIN US FOR A 
MOVING CEREMONY AT 6:00 PM HELD AT POLICE MEMORIAL PARK 

LOCATED BEHIND THE ACADEMY. 

2019 Meeting Dates: 

April 18 – No May Meeting – June 20 – July 18 – August 15 – September 19 – October 17 – November 21    

WE MEET AT THE KELLER TRAINING CENTER; 9880 W. CHEYENNE AT 7:00 PM 

DECEMBER 5 – CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY POTLUCK FUNDRAISER AND AUCTION AT HQ 6:00 PM 

WEAR YOUR CPAAA GREEN SHIRT 



 

 

 

A WONDERFUL MARCH 

30th AFTERNOON AT 

THE SHOOTING RANGE 

FOR THE HIGH BIDDERS 

AT OUR 2018 ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

POTLUCK FUNDRAISER. 

THANKS TO OFFICERS 

KEN NELSON AND     

PETE FRIDAY WHO GAVE 

INSTRUCTION. 

NICE FORM!!!! 

 

AUCTION WINNERS PARTICIPATE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE 

ACTIVITIES 



 

 

 

On March 28th our 3 
lucky auction winners 
had their lunch with 
Sheriff Joe Lombardo. 
Johanna, Leilani and 
Sandy enjoyed a few 
hours with the Sheriff, 
Captain O'Brien, and 
the sheriff’s Executive, 
Patrick at the Las 
Vegas Country Club. 
With a beautiful 
backdrop of the golf 
course, we enjoyed a 
great meal and even 
better conversation.          
Sheriff Lombardo, we 
thank you for being 
such a great host, and 
for the time spent 
speaking with us all. 
 
 
 

March 25th  

Rita, Stavros and Laurie 
enjoy their time together 

provided by Las Vegas 
City Councilman Stavros 

Anthony at the MTO Café. 

Great food, conversation 
and a chance to share our 
passions.  Good to know 

that term limited 
Councilman Anthony (a 
retired LVMPD Captain) 

has future plans to stay in 
the political arena.   



CPAAA STATE OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR 2018 

FEBRUARY 2019 given by President Laurie Buchman 

This is my report to you, our membership, on the Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association as President 

for 2018. 

Let me introduce your Board of Directors: 

 President – Laurie Buchman  

 Vice President – Mike Ward; Good and Welfare; Badging; Photography; Fundraising 

 Secretary – Michael Drapp; Fundraising 

 Treasurer- Gerrie Holmes – Dues; Monthly Notices; Badging; Fundraising 

 Director – Cookie Penton – Speakers; Facebook; Fundraising 

 Director – Janet Delaney – Annual Christmas Holiday Fundraiser Chairperson; Store 

 Director – Jerome Pinckney – Trips; Fundraising 

 Director – Brad Brady – Trips, Fundraising 

 Director – Donna Klein – Store; Fundraising 

 Member at Large –Johanna Walter – Writer, Fundraising  

 LVMPD Advisor – Lt. Andy Henricksen 

 MVP Liaison – Sharon Harding 

 Captain Dennis O’Brien 

I was elected President at the Board of Directors meeting held on July 31, 2017.  I am both honored and 

humbled to lead our Association and will continue in that capacity for 2019. 

With the cooperation of all those serving, each member has an assignment or committee chairmanship as we 

continue to address the following issues:  The annual Christmas Holiday Fundraising Event held in December, 

the way we communicate our information to the membership via a quarterly newsletter, meeting notices and 

our Facebook page, the focus on growing our membership from CPA graduates, the Annual Dick Bennett 

Memorial Service Award, seeking more ways of fundraising without losing the momentum of our current 

efforts, spending extra time with the current CPA class to give them a welcome feeling to become Alumni 

during and after their graduation, continuing to build relationships with LVMPD through our advisor, Deputy 

Chief, Captain, Lieutenants, and Sergeants, keeping the BOD updated at all times, encouraging our members 

to become more involved through committees, writing articles, and urging members to run and serve as a 

BOD. 

We must remember from where we came as an Alumni Association to better understand how we are so very 

strong today and continue to build.  I spend significant time preparing for the BOD and general meetings 

along with CPA presentations; correspondence; acknowledgement for our speakers and donors; our 

quarterly newsletter and researching information germane to the association.   

We have continued to offer interesting trips and our monthly speakers have gotten rave reviews this year.   



A milestone was reached last fall with the biggest donation we have given to date; $9,943.14 for the complete 

outfitting of a mat room for training here at the Academy.  We also purchased $1399.50 of equipment for 

Community Intervention Training and $1393.71 of equipment for Recruiting which brings our 2018 total to 

$12,736.35 and our grand total over $150,000 in donations to LVMPD since March 2003.  From 2016-2018 we 

gave $43,536 to Metro.  It is something for all to be proud of.     

I have regular communication with our major donor to continue the match drive in June.  We raised more than 

$1050 from our members during our Annual June Matching Funds Drive and with our donor’s contribution of 

$1000 received in August, we finished with $2050. 

The Holiday Fundraiser brought in over $6500.00, the best showing to date. 

That figure coupled with our Match Fundraiser gives us more than $8700; not to mention our monthly 50/50 

raffle, store items sold, yearly dues and other donations throughout the year.  It is an impressive $12,000.00 

amount we generate and ultimately turn back to Metro for requests of unbudgeted items with a focus on 

training.  

I have continued to write a monthly article for the MVP All Points Bulletin to feature the CPAAA donations, 

activities and happenings. 

This past summer I spent many hours updating our information, policies and procedures that are included in 

the official LVMPD Organizational Development Bureau document pertaining to CPA and CPAAA.  Chapter 4 

now contains the latest information along with our revised By Laws adopted by this Association in November 

2017.    

I have been visiting area commands and bureaus to introduce myself and let our LVMPD command staff know 

that we are here to support their requests for funds. 

I strive to grow our membership by my attendance at the opening, during and at graduation of each 2018 CPA 

class. 30+ graduates are now Alumni members since Class 3-2017. 

We are exploring ways to fundraise that can involve more members.   

Our Board of Directors is more identifiable by wearing nameplates so that you know who is serving your 

interests.  I continue - Items “From the President” in each newsletter with my contact information so you 

have the opportunity to reach me throughout the year. 

What about 2019?   

 We are off to a great start by adding 2 new Board members who both graduated the CPA in 2018.  I am 

thrilled with their interest to serve and hope I had an influence on their choice to step forward by 

welcoming them as Alumni.   

 We are offering the opportunity for all members to purchase a chance to ride with Metro in the 

Helicopter.  In the past only those who bid high at the annual Christmas Holiday Potluck Fundraiser 

could win this coveted event.  But this year we are going to sell a chance for $50 each starting in June  



through the night of December 5th and have our guest auctioneer draw the winning ticket.  We want 

more people to have a chance to win. 

 We continue to strive for interesting speakers and fieldtrips. 

 The CPA graduations will now be held at the Jerry Keller Training Center.  We will be able to interact 

with those newly graduated students over light refreshments and show them how much they will 

gain from becoming Alumni.   

 You as an Alumni are key to our mission by being ambassadors for CPAAA and LVMPD.   

 We are #AmazingTogether and #VegasStrong    

I owe a great deal of gratitude to our Board of Directors, Metro Advisor Lt. Andy Henricksen, Cpt. Dennis 

O’Brien, MVP Liaison Sharon Harding, Kathleen Zaccara of the ODB and you, the members who have given me 

the chance to continue as President of our CPAAA.  

The Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association has a hardworking team; all volunteering hundreds of hours 

each month to keep us the best CPAAA in the country.   Thank you for trusting and allowing me to lead the 

LVMPD CPAAA.     

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COMING THIS JUNE 
YOUR CHANCE TO BUY A RAFFLE TICKET 

FOR A RIDE IN THE 
METRO HELICOPTER 

STAY TUNED FOR DETAILS IN THE NEXT 
NEWSLETTER ISSUE 

 

WE ARE 



 

 

        

BRING YOUR SPARE CHANGE TO OUR MEETINGS 

DROP IT IN OUR COLLECTION JAR All Proceeds Will Be Donated to THE EXPLORER 

PROGRAM In Appreciation for their continuous help each CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking For 3 More Baskets 

Our Annual Holiday Fundraiser committee is already planning for this 

December’s event. 

Need large wicker baskets to fill with the wonderful eats, treats & special gifts. 

If you have any sitting around; please donate them to our Alumni Association. 

 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 

PUT THIS IN YOUR FB SEARCH: 

 

LAS VEGAS CITIZENS POLICE 

ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

GET THE LATEST 

INFORMATION & PHOTOS 

WE ARE COLLECTING 

USED CELL PHONES 

FOR                   

VICTIMS SERVICES 

I-PHONE CHARGERS TOO 

CHANGE 

THE future 

together 


