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Dr. Assegid Habtewold, known as “AZ,” is a transition and transformation strategist at Success Pathways, LLC. He
is committed to transform “underdogs” to “greats” in the field of their choice.

Dr. AZ’s own journey from one of the poorest villages in Ethiopia to pursue his passion required working on
himself constantly. He wouldn’t be where today as a successful author, coach, speaker and facilitator both in the
US and overseas without experiencing true transformation from inside out. For more than 2 decades, AZ has
been studying the great ones from diverse cultures and religious backgrounds to document their journey and
make it available to empower underdogs. The great ones he studied recognized their inner true self (soul) and
tapped into their spiritual side.

After reflecting on and examining his own typical underdog journey and continuing to study the stories of
underdogs turned greats for years, AZ wrote two books on greatness. He also architected holistic spiritual
development programs to raise the next generation great ones of the 21st C by focusing on the following three
stage-by-stage spiritual development areas. He understood that seeking one’s divine greatness demands tapping
into one’s spiritual side. He also realized that it also takes constantly growing spiritually to connect with our
divine side, tap into resources and forces in the invisible world by awakening, restoring and evolving our soul.

Awakening
Transforming one’s life from 
underdog to great demands 

awakening self to the soul. It’s 
impossible to step into our greatness 

without recognizing our soul.  
Attaining greatness takes to activate 
our true self within. Otherwise, our 

inner true self remains unawaken and 
dead. 

Rehabilitating

Once self-awakened, we need to 
rehabilitate ourselves to function 
at our best. Soul-work is a long & 

protracted journey but worth 
taking. It requires dealing with our 

past, letting go of anger, 
resentment, unforgiveness & then 

regrouping, reimagining, 
rebuilding, etc.

Evolving

The rehabilitated self needs to align 
with the awakened soul. It must

continue to evolve toward attaining 
its highest self while also allowing the 

soul to pursue its earthly mission. 
Becoming great is a process of 

evolution which may or may not be 
completed during one’s lifetime but 

worth taking and striving toward.
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Dr. AZ offers the following services in the above 
three areas of focus to empower individuals and 
teams to transform their life, profession, 
organization, and community from underdog to 
great in their own unique ways.

• One-on-one and Group Coaching

• Keynotes & Motivational Speeches

• Workshops

Go to our website www.underdogtogreat.com
to learn more about the available programs. 

Below are the 6 books Dr. AZ has published so far:

1. Unchain Your Greatness
2. The Highest Level of Greatness
3. Overcoming 1st Timer Syndrome
4. Soft Skills That Make or Break Your Success
5. The 9 Cardinal Building Blocks for Continued 

Success in Leadership
6. Redefining Leadership

PUBLICATIONS

• What is true greatness and who is great?

• Whom do you consider the great one throughout the 
generations and why?

• What does it take to bring one’s best and attain greatness 

during their lifetime?

• Who are your target audience, what do they gain from your 
programs?

• What is the place of spirituality for one’s success?

Suggested questions for interview:

http://www.underdogtogreat.com/


“Becoming great in your own unique way is within your reach if you’re 
interested to go for it.” Dr. AZ Habtewold

From humble beginnings, Dr. AZ grew up in one of the
poorest villages in Ethiopia. He was the 1st in his family
to graduate from college. His mother never went to
school, and his dad didn’t graduate from high school.
They didn’t have an indoor toilet as they grew up. They
had to use an outdoor toilet and take a shower once per
week in the kitchen. Nonetheless, abject poverty and his
underdog status didn’t stop him from dreaming big.

AZ moved to the United States in 2005 and began his
underdog journey as an immigrant struggling to adapt to
the new culture and learn the American accent. Though
he spoke English, he had difficulty understanding the
American accent. He was also asked to repeat himself
again and again because of his thick accent. Rather than
giving up and playing victim, he challenged himself and
worked on his accent and pronunciation, knowing that
speaking proper American English as he serves people
from diverse cultures was crucial for him to pursue his
passion to empower underdogs like himself.

He also found himself underdog again as he was making
a shift to pursue his passion. His undergraduate degree
was in Veterinary Medicine followed by master’s in
Computer Science. As a result, he was an underdog
when he made a shift from a science & technology
background into a totally different field, leadership.
Regardless of the uphill battle waiting him ahead,
because of the underdogs turned greats psychology he
had developed, he went ahead to earn his doctoral
degree in strategic leadership and began from scratch in
a totally new industry.

Regardless of being a novice (underdog) plus a minority

and immigrant with a thick accent, he didn’t give up
though it was tough for people like him to compete in
this new field. Regardless of so many challenges,
frustrations, and disappointments, he went all in,
worked hard, and now he has become a sought-after
speaker, coach, and facilitator serving leaders in some
government agencies, major corporations, and
community organizations in the US and overseas.

However, Dr. AZ wasn’t satisfied with achieving a
personal transformation. It is painful for him to witness
many underdogs desire to live life on their terms, but
few ever achieve it. He finds this unnecessary tragedy
created only by a lack of understanding of what it takes
to go from underdog to great. Those few who turned
from underdog to great were like everyone else,
underdogs, before starting their rewarding journey
toward greatness. They also left plenty of footprints that
allowed them to experience a major transformation
during their lifetime.

That is why, as a transition and transformation
strategist, Dr. AZ, has made it simple and easy for
anyone who desires more in life to architect a step-by-
step plan of achievable goals to take themselves to the
top in the profession or calling of their choice. AZ has
architected some spiritual development programs and
refined underdog to great empowerment principles to
allow anyone who commits to follow them to create the
lifestyle they desire. AZ is the author of six books, and
produces a TV show, Pick Yourself Up, that airs on
MMCTV channel 16, that inspire, equip, and empowers
underdogs in the US and around the world.

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Dr. AZ Habtewold
P.O. Box 10136
Silver Spring, MD 20914

(703) 895-4551
info@successpws.com
www.underdogtogreat.com Dr. AZ Habtewold

Underdog 
to 

Great

Dr. AZ is committed to serving individuals, teams,
organizations, and communities that vowed to
transform their status from underdog to great,
those greats who would like to remain great in
what they do, and organizations that sponsor
holistic programs that involve the mind, soul, and
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spirit. Our programs benefit:
• Entrepreneurs
• Professionals & managers in governmental & non-

profit organizations
• Community leaders
• Leaders of spiritual centers, ministries, & churches
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