Melbourne Marathon Spartans Club Inc.
A0043579R

Annual General Meeting 2020
Date
Location
Present
Apologies
Distribution
Item No.
1

Monday 14 September 2020, 7:30PM
Zoom webinar meeting
Refer to list of Zoom meeting list attendees
Michelle Tan; Helen Bayley
Committee Members, Financials Spartans 2020/21, 21/22
Topic and Discussion
Welcome by the President
President Jay Fleming declared the AGM meeting opened at 7:35PM.
Tonight’s AGM is clearly a little different by not being held at the MCG. The
Melbourne Marathon event was cancelled last week. Incoming Spartans and
recipients of awards tonight will be acknowledged, however formal
presentations will be conducted at the 2021 AGM.
Jay announced a special welcome to guest speakers:
• Marcus Gale from IMG
• Chris Muirden – is busy but hopeful for 8:30pm availability to speak to
us
• Justin Watts from SUB4 to speak regarding Spartan apparel made
available this year
Jay acknowledged the passing of Ted Paulin. Ted was the Executive Director of
Melboune Marathon for 16 years. Funeral held last year in Albert Park.
Jay shared a video clip from YouTube, “Melbourne Marathon 1978 to 1981.”
Melbourne Australia’s Marathon City.

2

Apologies
Michelle Tan (official apology in writing), Helen Bayley.

3

Confirmation of Minutes of Annual General Meeting 16 September 2019
Jay briefly summarised the Minutes which covered the success of regular
Spartan Runs and increasing their frequency; the drafting and itemising
committee member volunteer portfolios; identity and presence of Spartans,
having colours and garments runners would love to wear.
Financial records indicate the club is financially healthy.
Prior to COVID-19 pandemic, Jay shared the club is looking at establish with
entities to get well deserved club exposure even though we are a group of
humble people.

4

AGM Minutes 2019 taken on 19 September 2019 accepted as an accurate
account by Mentone Campbell. Seconded: Matt Callaghan
Correspondence
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Jay told members that David Foskey emailed the organisers of the New York
Marathon and virtual marathon. New York is not considering the virtual event
as an official marathon.
Jay asked members if there is any further correspondence to put in. No
responses from Zoom participants.
5

President’s Report
The President’s Report is included in the 2020 AGM email sent to members on 1
September 2020.
Jay indicated in the future he would like to see the website enabled to allow
Spartans to pay membership online, and the running man logo to feature in
expanding range of merchandise.

6

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report is included in the 2020 AGM email sent to members on 1
September 2020.
Treasurer Rod Bayley noted there was a record 324 members in financial year
2019/20, bringing membership funds to $6.9k.
Of the 138 members paid for 2020/21, 16 of them will have to come out and go
into 2020/21. Actual membership to be adjusted today to 120 for 2020/21.
Merchandise sales $2.5k has been very encouraging. Of the $810 miscellaneous
expenses, $310 of refreshments was incurred from Spartan Tan runs.

7

Secretary’s Report
The Secretary’s Report is included in the 2020 AGM email sent to members on 1
September 2020.
Jay acknowledged the role of the Secretary has been shared across 3
committee members: Felicity Doolan, Vicky Chung & Anne Ziogos.
Secretary Anne Ziogos noted discussion the possibility of annual membership to
increase from $20 to $25, but for now it is to be noted as discussion and not
adopted.
Jay asked members if anything is to be clarified from Secretary’s report.
Motion was moved that all 3 club reports is accepted by Paul Basile. Seconded:
John Dean

8

General Business
No business received.
Jay talked about Spartan Club runs which is starting to pay off after a couple of
years. Last run was held at end the of May 2020. Last scheduled run in July was
cancelled due to COVID-19. Next year’s aim to maintain success of quarterly
runs with view to increase to 6 club runs per year.
The committee did have a firm AGM booking at Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG), this was cancelled due to current lockdown restrictions. This evening
would have been 14th year the AGM has been held at MCG, year 2007 being the
first year.
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Spartan Merchandise
At 8:10pm Jay introduced committee member Matt Callaghan to speak about
the merchandise range. Justin from SUB4 was unable with us tonight. SUB4 is a
Melbourne based company supporting running and triathlons.
Matt was interested in adding running equipment and keen to get ideas eg.
Running t-shirt preference over singlet. Matt went the process of looking at
well-known running brands trying to find the balance in quality, price, and sizes.
SUB4 was chosen as the preferred supplier who also support Midday Milers,
Run Like Crazy run clubs. Best in price quality over ratio. Great quality, light
shirts.
Matt asked members for ideas and to tell the Spartan club
Suggestions posted in the Zoom Group Chat: stubby holders, gym towels
At 8:18pm Jay thanked Matt for working smarter not harder. The club is
operating the new Spartan shirts on an order and supply basis as opposed to
holding stock on hand due to the uncertainty of its popularity. Process may
speed up in the future.
Jay acknowledged input IMG management in singlet and financial assistance
much appreciated.
9

Election of Office Bearers
All committee positions are declared vacant and opportunity to nominate.
Jay asked the floor for any general committee positions. Colin Silcock-Delaney
raised from the general floor. Nominations pre-meeting as follows:
President: Jay Fleming
Vice President: Paul Basile
Secretary (shared portfolio): Anne Ziogos, Vicky Chung, Felicity Doolan
Treasurer: Rod Bayley
General committee: David Foskey, John Kaparelis, Matt Callaghan, Colin
Silcock-Delaney
New members to committee: Kai Ooi, John Zeleznikow
Jay ask second motion of 2020/21 committee election: John Dean

10

Presentation/Awards
Past President John Dean presented the Hall of Fame awards.
John recaps about how the Hall of Fame came about. Milestone years (5, 10,
15, 20, 25, 30, 35) and Spartan Legends were distinctive by colour. First formal
induction into Hall of Fame was in 2013.
John congratulated Eric Heine and Lorraine Allen to the Hall of Fame induction.
Lorraine Allen the 2nd female behind Shirley Young
Eric Heine becomes the 44th male.
Shirley Young Award – First Female Spartan in 2019. Michelle Tham: Time
3.37.28
Jack Gubbins Award – First Male Spartan 2019. Brad Fuller: Time 2.44.49
The Spartan Award – John Dean said the Spartan Award has been presented on
3 occasions in its Spartans Club 32 year history. At a Spartan committee
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meeting in 2005 it was discussed that an award should be produced to
acknowledge the contribution, dedication of a Spartan member who may be
facing personal difficulties along the way, and still worthy of recognition in
effort and time training.
John asked members to think if anyone they know of for nomination and to
notify the Committee.
11

Guest Speaker: Marcus from IMG
At 8:34pm Jay welcomed Marcus Gale from IMG.
Marcus thanked committee for being invited along and said unfortunately that
the Melbourne Marathon event was not going ahead on October 4th this year.
Marcus works in the events industry and spoke of the impacts of their events,
COVID-19, the contingency plans, the Melbourne Marathon planning and what
they had to go through. Events industry has had a difficult year. Events Industry
also known as the “experience economy” is worth estimated $11B annually.
IMG is a global business and here locally at the start of this year employed 120
staff. Year 2020 was set off to run 10 events, however all 10 events have been
cancelled this year including the Melbourne Flower & Garden Show (cancelled
10 days out before event start date). Other events cancelled were 3 Tough
Mudders, 4 Colour Runs, Great Ocean Road (GOR) Marathon postponed, now
Melbourne Marathon.
Marcus witnessed the past 4 years of exponential growth of the Melbourne
Marathon event, record participant numbers in 2019 and sold out event.
Launch plans for 2020 event considered waiting lists, capacity issues, and
charities. Marcus spoke of the “how will” scenarios in implementing a Covid
safe plan factoring in bag drop, bathrooms, bib collection, drink stations, team
tents etc. Proposed rescheduled date for December 13 looked like a good
option (no events, no one is booking anything). The announcement by the
Victorian State Government 2 weeks ago quashed everything.
At 8:48pm Marcus talked about running the Melbourne Marathon as a virtual
event. GOR was a great virtual event success. The virtual event gives people a
goal, target, an objective. Maintaining the virtual gives charity organisations the
platform to fundraise and raise general awareness.
Benefits of Melbourne Marathon virtual will connect with family and friends,
have a running target, and a safer option. Participants can still pick up medal,
and access to leaderboard table. Virtual being in December will be over a 9 day
window. The virtual elements to public events will form part of the future.
IMG had considered all the ramifications, and the Melbourne Marathon
decision was made slower. Marcus thanked everyone for listening and for being
able to talk about the experience this year.
Jay asked the Zoom group for any questions for Marcus. Questions put to
Marcus included would there be a virtual pre official event; training in a 2 hour
window; what if scenario that 2021 event was only to host the marathon
distance event; catch up marathon date.
At 9:08pm Jay thanked Marcus for his time. The Spartans club will continue to
work professionally with IMG.
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Presentation of Spartan Singlets
At 9:23pm Jay read the names of incoming 10 Year Spartans of 2020.
Refer to full list of names of incoming and milestone year runners to be attached
to the Minutes.
Presentation of Spartan Singlets to both new and milestone year Spartans has
been deferred to 2021 AGM.

13

Meeting Close
It was noted during this evening we were unable to have Chris Muirden and
Justin Watts speak to us.
Jay thanked members for joining the AGM, wished all members a happy and
terrific Spring.
Matt Callaghan suggest members visit the SUB4 website.
Next Spartan club run is on November 22 at the Tan.
Meeting closed 9:35pm.
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10 Year Spartans
David Adams
Angelo Augello
Grace Bailey
Courtney Blood
Marc Chew
Paul Crouch-Chivers
Gus D’Onofrio
Sally Eenjes
Goji Enomoto
Greg Hunt
Catherine Hunter
Jonathan Jacobson
Bernie Kelly
David Nanfra
Rick Patzold
Brett Pressnell
Matthew Sheehan
Geoff Sloan
David Smythe
Cheryl Symons
Anubhav Tewari
Travis Thornton
Colleen White

15 Year Spartans: Tony Martin S0479
Adrian Woolard S1216
Pamela Young SF0093
20 Year Spartans: Greg Wright S1041
25 Year Spartans: Rod Bayley S0612
30 Year Spartans: Jay Fleming S1012
35 Year Spartans: Russell Harris S0554
40 Year Spartans: Nil
Hall of Fame:

Lorraine Allen SF0011
Eric Heine S0872

Zoom attendance spartan AGM 14 Sep 2020.xls
First name
Justin
2320706
Adam
Adrian
Adrian
Angeloa
ANNE
Anubhav
Barry
Bob
Brad
Brad
Bruce
Carolyn
Cath
Chin
Chyrisse
Con
David
Dyereaster
Earle
Eric
Felicity
Frank
Gavin
Gmmoore
Goji
Grant
Grant
Grayson
Helen
Hilton
Ian
Ian
iPhone
James
Jane
Jay
John & Karen
John
John
John
John
Jon
Justin
Kai
Kathy
Ken
Kester
Lorraine
L
Marcus
Matt
Mentone

Last Name
?
Marshall
Jeffkins
Woolard

Tewari
Pulford
Fuller
Roylance
Hargreaves
Bombardieri
Lim
Heine
Foskey
Sacher
Heine
P
Callaghan
Enomoto
Padula
Summers
Van Der Nagel
Kahlberg
Gainey
Harris

Stamp
Fleming
Dean
Dobson
Kaparelis
Weatherlake
Zelenizkow
Strachan
H
Ooi
Harrison
Smith
Baines
Puser
Callaghan
Campbells
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Zoom attendance spartan AGM 14 Sep 2020.xls
Mike
Zervos
Millie
Mocowski
Noel
Paul
Basile
Paul
Shekleton
Peter
Peter
Levi
Peter
Seal
Phil
Green
Philip
Urquhart
Pkingston
Puishan
Ray
Cilia
Rod
Bayley
Roger
Ryanp
Samuel
Sarah
Wals
Simon
Iskenderian
Simon
Walker
Stephen
Hempel
Tom
O'Reilly
userJohn
Vicki
Vicky
West Ivanhoe CC Dean
Yao
Wang
OPPO R15 Pro
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Annual General Meeting via video conference using Zoom
Monday 14 September 2020 at 7.30 pm
Notice is hereby given that the 33rd Annual General Meeting of the Melbourne Marathon Spartans Club Inc.
will be held on Monday 14 September 2020 at 7.30pm via video conference using Zoom.
Use the direct Zoom link or Meeting ID: 410 069 9673 Passcode: 610865
Should you not be familiar with using Zoom, do not be concerned as the link that we provide you with will take
you directly to the meeting. A free Zoom account, either on a computer or a smart phone, will be sufficient.
Please find the following: Agenda, Reports – President, Secretary and Treasurer and Committee Nomination
Form.
If you have any questions you would like to raise at the meeting, please include them in a reply to this email.
We will also endeavour to take questions on the night.
We do hope that you can join us on Monday 14 September at 7.30pm.
Jay Fleming - President

AGENDA
Item#

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

Item

Welcome by President Jay Fleming
Apologies
Confirmation of Minutes of Annual General Meeting 16 September 2019
Business Arising from Minutes 2019 AGM
Correspondence
President’s Report (please see below)
Treasurer’s Report (please see below)
Secretary’s Report (please see below)
General Business
Spartan Club runs.
AGM booking at the MCG
Spartan merchandise
Election of Office Bearers
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

11

Immediate Past President: After 32 years’ service to the Club Past President John Dean has
announced his retirement from the Committee.
General Committee (6):
Presentations/Awards:
Hall of Fame Inductions – Hall of Fame Certificate presentation to Spartans Lorraine Allen and
Eric Heine.

12
13

Shirley Young Award - First Female Spartan in 2019 – Michelle Tham: Time 3.37.28
Jack Gubbins Award – First Male Spartan in 2019 – Brad Fuller Time: 2.44.49
The physical presentation of certificates and trophies is deferred to our 2021 AGM.
The Spartan Award.
Presentation of Spartan Singlets to both new and milestone Spartans has been deferred to
our 2021 AGM.
Evening Close – Under normal circumstances we would invite you to please join us for an
informal chat and light refreshment. However, given the current Covid-19 restrictions in
place this cannot happen. We do hope that in 2021 we can get together and have a chat.

President’s Report
Welcome to our Melbourne Marathon Spartans Club AGM for 2020, and our very first online event in our 30
plus year history. I will direct my few words here to the initiatives I was pursuing in my capacity as President of
this wonderful Club until January this year when life globally ground to various versions of a slowdown then to
a screeching halt. Some of these initiatives included:
 Approaching corporations, organisations and community entities with a view to networking on
mutually beneficial initiatives and participating in ongoing annual events
 Using our website to showcase podcasts of Spartans inspirational achievements and overcoming of
adversities along with the honouring of Spartans via posthumous celebrations and acknowledgements
 Organising trivia/movie nights, both as get-togethers as well as gold-coin fundraising events for charity
 Consolidating our Spartan Club Runs at four annually and aiming to grow to six annually
 Improving our identity, visibility and presence has been progressing very well and we intend to explore
the modest investment of a few hundred dollars to copyright our increasingly ubiquitous ‘Spartan
Running Man’ logo which is emblazoned on an increasing range of Spartan merchandise
 To make purchasing and membership transactions more convenient for Spartans, while also easing the
workload on Committee, we hope to enable our secure website to process online payments
 To bring added focus and to shine a light on our greatest asset, our members … more specifically, the
achievements of our members over some mind-boggling lengths of time and most notably in many
cases, well into and beyond runners’ seventh and eighth decades. Personally, for ages now I have been
deeply unimpressed with the trait of so-called modesty drilled into most of us from a very young age.
Sadly this corrupted version of modesty was deeply rooted in the cultural cringe of the ‘tall poppy
syndrome’ which somehow made it more socially acceptable for a person to put themselves down and
to downplay their achievements (somehow associated with virtue and humility) than to celebrate their
achievements, both for the celebration of self and the inspiration of others (somehow associated with
bragging and arrogance). I am so grateful to an increasing number of Spartan members for sending in
their running achievements and experiences for publishing in our Spartans Newsletters. As previously

mentioned, we very much look forward to kicking off our first podcasts to add an extra dimension to
our record-keeping as privileged custodians of Spartans history and tradition.
We will endeavour to keep you updated on breaking developments with this year’s Melbourne Marathon
as soon as we have anything definite, but realistically we’re all probably going to find out via email from
IMG at the same time anyway. While the 2020 event has not officially been cancelled, it is looking
increasingly unlikely, or if it does go ahead, would be some vastly different version of itself. On the
Spartans front, my wish is for at least one more Spartans Run at The Tan this year if restrictions allow,
which I’m very optimistic about … and perhaps to stay connected with each other’s runs via the Spartans
Group on Strava, but first I need to replace my phone battery so I can get beyond half an hour between
recharges. Let’s continue to tough out these challenging conditions for just a little bit longer folks. This
2020 year really has been a marathon of a year and I am certain that the topic of marathons is dear to all
our hearts and that we know a thing or two about what it takes. We can do this!
‘Forgiveness is the fragrance the violet sheds on the heel that has crushed it’ – Mark Twain

Jay Fleming S1012

Secretary’s Report
The year 2020 will be one that will go down in history and one that will always be remembered for the Covid19 pandemic and the year the cancellation of all public events, major and minor. Sadly for our Spartan Club,
the event that binds us all, the Melbourne Marathon, also looks as if it will not go ahead. There has been no
mention of its cancellation yet but judging by all government policies and strict isolation to try and stop the
spread of Covid-19, one can only assume that will be the case.
As a committee we have had more meetings than any other year, discussing various options to try and stay in
contact with our Spartan Members and of course organizing the most important meeting of the year the
Annual General Meeting. As time went on and the government restrictions became stricter, it was obvious
that we would not be having the usual and exciting AGM at the iconic Melbourne venue the MCG to welcome
new members into our club and reacquaint with old members. This also prompted other issues to be
discussed as well. Such as, can we have a virtual marathon? Will it be counted as a legitimate marathon? After
a lot of discussions and seeing what other marathon organizers had done, we also made a unanimous decision
and that was that if we did have a virtual marathon, it would not be counted as a Melbourne Marathon. This
was based on the fact that each runner would run a different course and on a different day and in different
conditions. Unfortunately, that means that we will not have any incoming Spartans for the year 2020 or
members embarking on new milestones. This gives everyone an opportunity for something to look forward to
in the year 2021.
We had a very healthy turn out in the year 2019. 220 members joined us on September 16 th at the MCG for
our Spartan AGM, with a healthy number of 70 10-year Spartans joining the club. That brings the numbers up
to, Male Athletes: 1,391, Female Athletes: 148, Wheelchair: 2 and honorary Spartans: 4.
As a committee we are working hard in organizing regular Spartan runs around the Tan. The runs have been
very successful and the numbers are growing. The Club also offers every participant on the day a hot drink and
a warm atmosphere after the run. Please check the Website for dates and mark them in your calendar. The
dates are also included in our regular Spartan Newsletters. This brings us to our next point about the
newsletter. We have had some exciting and informative articles from some of our members so, if you have a
story to tell, please send it in and we will make sure it is included in one of our newsletters.

We have also been looking at adding and modernising our Spartan merchandise. Our latest addition will be
the sun visors and caps. We highly recommend the new Spartan T-shirts, which are extremely comfortable and
weigh next to nothing.
When we are out of isolation and able to meet up again, please come and join us for a run around the Tan, a
coffee and a chat afterwards. We would love to see you there, even runners who would have joined our
friendly club in 2020. Have a great year, try and stay injury free and if all goes well we will see you at the MCG
in September 2021.
Anne Ziogos SF 045 and Vicky Chung SF 0133.

Treasurer’s Report
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1 JULY 2019 – 30 JUNE 2020
st

Bank balance 1 July 2019

$8,322.51

INCOME:
Membership
Donations
Post
Singlets
Merchandise
Miscellaneous

$6920.00
$ 557.50
$ 196.50
$ 3645.00
$ 2527.00
$ 60.00
$13,906.00

$13,906.00
$22,228.51

EXPENSES:
A.G.M.
Singlets
Marathon Day Expenses
Merchandise
Miscellaneous
Post

$6701.85
$2864.40
$1240.00
$1174.00
$ 810.39
$ 368.49

Total

$13,159.13

$13,159.13
Cash at Bank
Term Deposit
TOTAL FUNDS

Membership
Membership

2019/20
2020/21

324
63

(2018-2019 280)

Rod Bayley (S0612) Hon. Treasurer

$ 9,069.38
$5,540.45
$14,609.83

MELBOURNE MARATHON SPARTANS CLUB
NOMINATION FORM
To nominate for a position on the Melbourne Marathon Spartans Club committee please complete the details
below and forward by post to the Secretary at P O Box 162 Rosanna 3084 or by Email to
spartans.team@hotmail.com
Nominations must be received by the Secretary no less than 7 days before the date of the Annual General
Meeting on 14 September 2020

I, __________________________wish to nominate for the following position on the Melbourne Marathon
Spartans Club committee:
(Please tick)
President

____

Vice President

____

Secretary

____

Treasurer

____

Committee (6 positions)

____

Signed: _________________________
Date: ____________
(Signature of person nominating for committee)

I, ____________________________Second the nomination of
(Name of Seconder)
______________________________to the Melbourne Marathon Spartans Club Committee.

Signed: _________________________
(Signature of Seconder)

Date: ____________

Note: If a Spartan wishing to nominate for a position on Committee cannot find a fellow Spartan to second
their nomination, then please send the nomination to spartans.team@hotmail.com and assistance will be
provided.

