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On November 2, 2020, New York State Court of Appeals Judge Leslie Stein announced that she 
will retire from the Court effective June 4, 2021. The New York State Commission on Judicial 
Nomination will accept applications from candidates seeking to fill the vacancy on the Court 
until December 31, 2020. Applying to the Commission is the first step in becoming a Court of 
Appeals judge.  
 
Candidates must be residents of New York State and have been admitted to practice law in New 
York for at least ten years. The Commission evaluates applications and provides a list of 
recommended candidates to the governor. The governor then appoints a person on the 
recommendation list, subject to Senate confirmation. Court of Appeals judges serve 
fourteen-year terms. 
 
Prospective candidates can download the application from the Commission’s website 
(http://www.nysegov.com/cjn/) and return it by e-mail to CJN_Applications@gtlaw.com. The 
prospective candidate can also mail the completed application to the Commission’s counsel, 
Hank Greenberg, at: 
 
Commission on Judicial Nomination 
℅ Hank Greenberg, Counsel 
Greenberg Traurig LLP 
54 State Street, 6th Floor 
Albany, NY 12207 
 
All candidates must submit a financial statement to the commission, but that financial statement 
will remain confidential unless the governor appoints the candidate for the vacancy, in which 
case the financial statement will become public. 
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About the Commission on Judicial Nomination 
The State Constitution tasks the Commission on Judicial Nomination with evaluating the 
qualifications of candidates for appointment to the Court of Appeals and recommending to the 
governor those well qualified “by their character, temperament, professional aptitude and 
experience” to hold the office.   1

 
The Commission consists of 12 members appointed as follows: four by the governor (two 
attorneys and two non-attorneys, and no more than two can be enrolled in the same party) four 
by the chief judge of the Court of Appeals (two attorneys and two non-attorneys, and no more 
than two can be enrolled in the same party), and one each by the majority and minority leaders in 
the Assembly and Senate. 
 
Court of Appeals Appointment Process 
Whenever a vacancy on the Court of Appeals occurs, the Commission solicits applications from 
candidates for appointment. To recommend a candidate to the governor, the Commission must 
personally interview the candidate with a quorum of ten members. At least eight members must 
approve of the recommendation. By law, the Commission must submit between three and seven 
candidates for the governor’s consideration for an appointment as an associate judge.   2

 
The Commission also releases its recommendations to the public, and the recommendations 
include written findings of each candidate’s character, temperament, professional aptitude, 
experience, qualifications, and fitness for office. 
 
When the Commission knows of an anticipated vacancy, it must make its recommendation to the 
governor at least sixty days prior to the date of the vacancy (in this case, April 5, 2021). The 
governor must then make an appointment from among the recommended candidates between 
fifteen and thirty days after receipt of the recommendation (in this case, no later than May 5, 
2021). The Senate must then confirm or reject the appointment within thirty days of the 
governor’s nomination, or else the nomination will be deemed rejected.   3

1 NYS Const. Art. VI § 2(c). 
2 Judiciary Law § 63. 
3 Judiciary Law § 68. 
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