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President’s Message
“There is nothing new under the sun” – yet, change is the only
constant in our universe.

Two years of Covid-19 restrictions have been punctuated by
daily revelations of how much our lives are changing from the
world we thought we knew – yet our land and our friendships
remain constant. During these waning days of fall and winter,
and transition into the seasons of renewal, I value more and
more my fellow members of B-CC IWLA.

As I write this message, the holidays are upon us! We are still
restricted in our ability to celebrate together, but we continue
our celebration of the holidays and of our ongoing promise, “To
strive for the purity of water, the clarity of the air, and the wise
stewardship of the land and its resources…”

We will face the changing future. We work together so that our
legacy remains. We honor our core creed, “Conservation is our
mission.” In this newsletter, you will find news about our contin-
uing efforts to care for our ponds and streams, our ranges, our
woodlands and fields. Our gardens are waiting for spring, and
our trails are calling to us!

Constancy, change, and conservation … our mission. We con-
tinue in our enforced isolation … but the land will still be here!

A VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON AND BLESSED NEW YEAR TO
US ALL!!

Lin Tate
President

DECEMBER 2021 
1,034TH MONTHLY 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
(No Dinner This Month)

Wednesday, December 15 
VIA ZOOM ONLY

7:00pm

DECEMBER 2021 BOARD OF
GOVERNORS MEETING

Wednesday, December 15
immediately following the 

monthly membership meeting
VIA ZOOM ONLY

MEMBERSHIP MEETING / 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS ZOOM DETAILS:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89119876726?pwd=
QXdldE5BVkp3c1JsR0ZNaEpGRmxKdz09

One-Tap Mobile (Copy / Paste / Dial entire code
into your Mobile Phone)

+13017158592,,89119876726#,,,,*953816# - 
(DC-MD-VA)

or

Dial (301) 715-8592 into the call manually

Meeting ID: 891 1987 6726

Password: 953816

DRIVING ON 
CHAPTER PROPERTY

Privately owned vehicles are to remain on the main
Chapter roads at all times. They are NOT allowed to
drive through the fields or park in open areas. This
includes no vehicle traffic to the back pond or in the
fields unless the vehicle is in use in conjunction with a
project being overseen by a Chairman or Committee.

Mags for Vets Update
November 2021

A personal ‘thank you’ to all of you that donated
books, mags, and listening material for the Mags for
Vets Project this year.

We collected hundreds of books, mags and a dozen
music CDs to help our veterans pass the time while recu-
perating at the Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center.

Another job well done IKEs, see you again in late
Spring of 2022.

Regards,
Douglas Smith

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89119876726?pwd=QXdldE5BVkp3c1JsR0ZNaEpGRmxKdz09
http://www.bcciwla.org


2 December 2021

Board of Governors
Fiscal Year: September 1, 2021 – August 31, 2022

OFFICERS

Lin Schmale-Tate, President
703 517-3675 • lin@tate-tate.us

Walt Allensworth, 1st Vice President
301 221-3594 • twangermd@gmail.com

Shannon Novak, 2nd Vice President
301 785-8461 • snovak516@gmail.com

Bill Brockman, Treasurer
301 652-3978 • bill.brockman@hotmail.com

Meg O’Rourke, Membership Secretary
301 275-5907 • iwlamembership@megorourke.com

Janet Lamkin, Corresponding Secretary
301 466-6557 • j.lamkin@comcast.net

John Stinson, Recording Secretary
301 325-7454 • ringfort3@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBERS

David Boynton
301 318-3622 • dboynton@mcccourt.com

Brett Davis
240 506-5588 • bdbrettdavis@gmail.com

Victor Kernus
703 447-9845 • vkernus406@gmail.com

Andy Wight
240 205-3982 • andywight1@hotmail.com

Pete Wirth
301 915-6763 • peter_wirth@verizon.net

Ron Marchessault, Past President
202 320-3834 • rmarchessault12@aol.com 

* Indicates Officers and Board Members who were absent from the previous
month’s Board of Governors meeting.

The Izaak Walton League of America – a non-profit conser-
vation organization – is recognized as a Section 501(c)(3)
public charity under the Internal Revenue Code.

Address, phone and email changes should be sent to the
Membership Secretary at the above address.

Submissions to the NEWSLETTER should be sent to:

Janet Lamkin
j.lamkin@comcast.net or

Newsletter.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com
301 466-6557 

Summary of the October 2021
Board of Governors Meeting and the
November 2021 Membership Meeting
John Stinson, Recording Secretary
301 325-7454 ringfort3@gmail.com

Wednesday, October 27, 2021 – Board of Governors
Meeting
• The meeting was called to order at 7:40pm. 

• Treasurer Bill Brockman noted that the CPA review of last
year’s data is not yet available, preventing accurate
account balancing and asset/liability and profit/loss recon-
ciliation at this time. Also, receipt of dues at this time
appears to be far behind that predicted historically. Bill
rebalanced the accounts as approved by the Board on
September 22.   

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:   
1. Farm Chair Phil Taylor reviewed the results of the August

27 inspection by the Montgomery County Soil Con-
servation District. This agency is under the umbrella of the
federal National Resource Conservation Service, created in
response to the 1930s Dust Bowl. In summary, the County
provided field and soil maps of the Farm, was happy with
the operation and had no recommendations to change
anything being done. MCSCD appreciated the Chapter’s
unique non-commercial harvest-free practice that has
allowed the organic component of Farm soils to increase to
over 3%, allowing a great capacity for rain absorption. 

The NCRS will likely want to tour the Farm and will fund
soil testing. George Coakley suggested that a summary of
this report would likely be a welcome article in Ag Reserve-
centered Plenty magazine. A report summary should also
be posted on the Chapter website.

2. Farm Chair Phil Taylor reviewed the capabilities of and jus-
tification for acquisition of a Davis Instrument weather sta-
tion with a website link. This will be presented as a CapEx
item at the next Advance Planning & Finance Committee
meeting. The National Weather Service has information on
optimal station placement.

3. The Board discussed lessons learned from the R & P range
lead reclamation project. The offset from sale of reclaimed
lead was lower-than-predicted recovery and may have
been due to berm resurfacing. The buried unharvested
lead is limed and should be inert. 

4. The Board discussed the cost of the R & P lead reclamation.
The distinction between lead reclamation and refurbishing
of the range was noted. Three bids were just received for
range improvement and will be discussed at the AP & FC
meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:    
• Corresponding Secretary Janet Lamkin made the following

motions:

1. To provide the Membership Secretary a dedicated lap-
top computer. This will be transferrable to future secre-
taries and funding would come out of the Management
Reserve account. The motion passed unanimously.

2. To permit the use of the Chapter House for use of the
Girls Scouts all day on Sunday, January 2nd, for a well-
deserved Court of Honor. This motion passed unani-
mously.

(continued on page 3)

mailto:lin@tate-tate.us
mailto:twangermd@gmail.com
mailto:snovak516@gmail.com
mailto:bill.brockman@hotmail.com
mailto:iwlamembership@megorourke.com
mailto:j.lamkin@comcast.net
mailto:ringfort3@gmail.com
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mailto:Newsletter.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com
mailto:ringfort3@gmail.com
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3. To reserve the Chapter House for the use of the Rural
Republican Women’s Club all day on Saturday, October
8th for their annual “Night in the Country”. This motion
passed unanimously.

4. To provide funding for purchase of the Davis weather
station. This motion was suspended indefinitely and will
require further discussion at the next AP & FC meeting.

5. To reserve the Chapter House for a presentation on soil
management and farmer collaboration the morning of
January 15th, with a snow date backup of January 22nd.
This motion passed unanimously. 

TALKS FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHAPTER:   
• Good news: IWLA membership has increased and has main-

tained what was thought to be a pandemic-related
increase.

• Chip Dunn needs help and/or a replacement for kitchen
duties.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45pm.

Wednesday, November 17, 2021 – 1,033rd Membership
Meeting
• Featured Speaker Butch Mezick reviewed the importance

of contributing to the Land Fund in helping to stave off
development encroachment and preserving Chapter activ-
ities. He collected LF contributions and vouchers and has
scheduled a fundraising telethon for Sunday, December 12
at 6:00pm.

• Membership Secretary Meg O’Rourke reported that
Membership renewals are being accomplished online.
Mail-in renewals are to be sent out where necessary.
Twelve prospective Members introduced themselves in per-
son or online. Online, the Board had approved 6 candi-
dates for probationary membership prior to this meeting.
1st VP Allensworth then swore in 5 new members.

• Wildlife Chair Larry Anderson reported that Muzzleloader
season comes back December 18 – January 1 and February
1 – 3. 

• The Conservation Dinner is planned for January 29 and vol-
unteers are requested.

• Bob Cissel, Legislative Committee, reported on progress on
a septic tank bill requiring regular 5-year pumpouts. A pro-
posed Zoning Text Amendment to accommodate landscap-
ers’ request for a minimum of 2 acres in the Ag Reserve is
being vigorously contested by the Ag Committee, MoCo
Alliance, and others. There will be a minimum of 5 new
County Council members, most of whom will require edu-
cation regarding the Ag Reserve and the need for its
preservation. Park and Planning has acquired a 465-acre
parcel in Poolesville. Ten percent of county land (330,000
acres total) is parkland (33,000 acres).

TALKS FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHAPTER:   
• Due to yet another county mask mandate, the Christmas

Party may be cancelled; look out for a late email blast.

• Chapter members hosted a number of high school ecology
students on a recent Interpretive Walk in the Woods. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm.

SUMMARY
(continued from page 2)

Christmas trees are available to chapter members.
Trees are $30 each, payable to either members of
the BOG or mailed to the treasurer at the chapter’s
PO box (B-CC IWLA, PO Box 542, Poolesville, MD
20837). 

Trees are “cut your own” and are located in the
field on the left along the drive towards the shotgun
range. Many trees are already pre-decorated with
items like bird nests and mantis cases, no extra
charge. There are many small trees planted in the
rows by our members during work days, which
may not be easily visible, so please step carefully
around our future crop. Please leave stumps either
tall and visible or cut them flush to the ground.
Hidden stumps wreak havoc on the mowing
efforts. Trimmed branches should be placed in the
woods at the bottom of the hill. 

Some of the trees have been tagged by members
as they have selected and perhaps custom
trimmed during the year. Please watch for and
respect the tags and tagged trees as they have
been already paid for.

Any questions, contact Larry Anderson, 240 246-
5302, or andupton9@hotmail.com.

Christmas Trees

A black bear has been visiting around the chapterhouse and
has been spotted in the woods! The bear pulled down the
bird feeders for food, so the wildlife committee has decided
to leave them down for at least a week to encourage any
bear(s) to move on to other food sources. Members should be
extra aware of their surroundings for the time being. Bears
are protected, and the chapter abides by those MD DNR reg-
ulations. We do not condone harassment of or interference
with bears. For more information about living with bears,
please see the DNR link below:

Living with Black Bears – Maryland
https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/

hunt_trap/bblivingwith.aspx

https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/hunt_trap/bblivingwith.aspx
news:IWLA
mailto:andupton9@hotmail.com
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To report nuisance, injured or sick wildlife

(Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm)

Call Toll-free in Maryland: 1-877-463-6497

2021 – 2022 Adopt-A-Road Clean-up
Schedule 

The B-CC IWLA Adopt-A-Road
team will meet at the Chapter
House at 8:15am for clean-up on
the following dates:    

December 11th, 2021 (Saturday)
February 12th, 2022 (Saturday)
April 9th, 2022 (Saturday)
July 9th, 2022 (Saturday)
September 10th, 2022 (Saturday)
December 10th, 2022 (Saturday)

Trash bags, gloves, and orange traffic vests will be made
available. Please direct any questions to John Robinson, 
301 641-1188.

Annual Conservation Dinner
Andy Wight, Conservation Education Committee Chair  
andywight1@hotmail.com  

Every year in January the Conservation Education
Committee holds a free spaghetti dinner with a speak-
er who addresses a topical aspect of Conservation. The
Conservation dinner is open to the general public as
part of our 501(c)3 commitment. This year our dinner
will be held on Saturday, January 29. Although our
speaker is to be confirmed, please remember to block
this date on your calendar.

Dinner, free of charge, starts at 6:00pm and the
speaker will begin around 6:45pm. Help is needed with
the dinner – set up, preparation, serving, and cleanup. 

More information will be sent to the membership by
eblast and in an article in the January 2022 newsletter.

Hunting Logbook
We ask that deer and turkeys taken on our farm be record-

ed either in our game logbook, located outside the chapter-
house’s main door, or by sending an email to andupton9@hot-
mail.com. When reporting your deer (or turkeys), we ask for
the following information; your name, doe or buck (antler
count), date and weapon used and the total number of ticks
found on the ears of your deer. Other details may also be
included such as estimated weight or unusual features. 
Reprinted from Wildlife Report by Larry Anderson – November 2021 newsletter.

Chestnut Orchards Update
Blaine Elkins, Committee Chair
blaineelkins@verizon.net

The Chestnut committee has had a busy and productive
year, filled with a lot of work and some remarkable accom-
plishments.

The West (new) Orchard is complete. 119 seeds were plant-
ed in the spring and the deer proof fence was completed in
the summer. Over the course of the growing season 50 seeds
failed to grow for various reasons. On the 10th and 11th of
November, 11 freshmen from the Poolesville Global Ecology
program planted 15 American seedlings that the American
Chestnut foundation provided us. On November 20, Ikes Pat,
Chris, and Jack came out and finished filling the vacant
points.

The East (old) Orchard had 10 vacant points at the start of
the month. On the 28th, Matthew Owusu, a senior in the
Poolesville Global Ecology program, came to the orchard for
a general orientation as to what we are doing and why, and
he helped plant 3 American seedlings while he was there. He
is planning to write his senior paper on the American
Chestnut.

The Maryland Chapter of the American Chestnut
Foundation is still planning their hybrid program for 2022, so
we do not know if they will be growing hybrids in pots in the
greenhouse next year.

Christmas Bird Count
Diane Seward
Citizen Science Projects Coordinator
trina65@verizon.net

On December 19 the chapter will once again host the
Sector 7, Seneca Christmas Bird Count (“CBC”). The CBC is an
annual event first begun in 1900 by the National Audubon
Society and is held nationwide. Members of the Montgomery
Bird Club, a chapter of the Maryland Ornithological Society,
will assemble in the main parking lot at 7:00am and proceed
to walk about the conservation farm identifying species and
counting birds until close to noon. If you would like to join in,
please email me so that your name can be added to the list of
participants. Larry Anderson and Scott Harmon will escort two
teams around the farm. Montgomery Bird Club member Jim
Nelson will lead the group.

If 7:00am is too early, but you enjoy watching birds,
consider joining our FeederWatch project which runs through
late March. Volunteers count for a few hours each weekend
from the comfort of the chapter house. Newcomers receive
counting guidelines and can be paired with experienced
counters if they wish. For details, please send me an email.

�� ATTENTION HUNTERS ��

Tree stands, ground blinds, or
any other material that might 
“save” a location for a hunter

must not be left out on 
chapter grounds overnight.

Barbeque Pit
The barbeque pit is closed for the winter and only author-

ized persons are allowed to use it. Questions? Contact Chip
Dunn, cdunn20842@aol.com.

mailto:andywight1@hotmail.com
mailto:andupton9@hot-mail.com
mailto:andupton9@hot-mail.com
mailto:andupton9@hot-mail.com
mailto:blaineelkins@verizon.net
mailto:trina65@verizon.net
mailto:cdunn20842@aol.com
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FEBRUARY
Sunday, February 6 Shotgun Range Officer Signup – in the Chapter House 9:00am
Sunday, February 6 Annual NAHVDA Banquet 11:00am – 8:00pm

Saturday, February 12 Adopt-a-Road Cleanup 8:15am
Saturday, February 12 Chapterhouse Cleanup Closed 9:00am – 12:00 noon

Wednesday, February 16 1,036th Monthly Dinner Membership Meeting Dinner begins 6:15pm to 6:30pm
Meeting begins 7:30pm

Sunday, February 20 Backup Date – Annual NAHVDA Banquet 11:00am – 8:00pm
Wednesday, February 23 Board of Governors Meeting – in the Chapter House 7:30pm

Friday, February 25 March Newsletter Articles due – send to j.lamkin@comcast.net By End of Day
Saturday, February 26 Wild Game Dinner 6:00pm – 10:00pm

JANUARY 2022
Sunday, January 2 Girl Scout Court of Honor for Ashley B. – Private Event All Day

Saturday, January 8 Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am – 12:00 noon
Sunday, January 9 Shotgun Range Officer Signup – in the Chapter House 9:00am

Saturday, January 15 Montgomery County Landowners Soil Health Meeting 9:00am – 12:00 noon
Wednesday, January 19 1,035th Monthly Dinner Membership Meeting Dinner begins 6:15pm to 6:30pm

Meeting begins 7:30pm
Saturday, January 22 Snow Date – Montgomery County Landowners Soil Health Meeting 9:00am – 12:00 noon

Wednesday, January 26 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm
Friday, January 28 February Newsletter Articles due – send to j.lamkin@comcast.net By End of Day

Saturday, January 29 Conservation Education Dinner with Speaker 6:00pm

Check the website calendar, www.bcciwla.org, for current and updated scheduled times of events.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
All dates are tentative and subject to change.

DECEMBER
Saturday, December 5 Shotgun Range Officer Signup – Chapter House 9:00am
Saturday, December 11 Adopt-A-Road Cleanup 8:15am  
Saturday, December 11 Chapter House Cleanup CANCELED 9:00am – 12:00 noon
Saturday, December 11 Holiday Christmas Party CANCELED starting at 7:00pm
Sunday, December 12 Land Fund Telethon from the Chapter House 6:00pm

Wednesday, December 15 1,034th Monthly Membership Meeting (NO DINNER) – VIA ZOOM Meeting begins 7:00pm
Wednesday, December 15 Board of Governors Meeting – VIA ZOOM After Membership Meeting

Sunday, December 19 Montgomery Bird Club – Christmas Bird Count, Sector 7 6:30am – 12:00 noon
Monday, December 27 January Newsletter Articles due – send to j.lamkin@comcast.net By End of Day

Monthly Events
Sundays Shotgun Range – Trap, Skeet, and Five-Stand 9:00am – 4:00pm
Mondays Scout Meetings in the Chapter House 7:30pm – 9:00pm
3rd Thursday of the Month Cub Scout Meeting in the Chapter House 6:30pm

NOTICE
Meetings and events that need to be added to the website calen-
dar and newsletter calendar should be sent to 1st Vice President
Walt Allensworth, twangermd@gmail.com, and Corresponding
Secretary Janet Lamkin, j.lamkin@comcast.net.

DUE DATE
for the January 2022 
Newsletter Articles

Monday, December 27
Submit articles to:

j.lamkin@comcast.net
Newsletter.BCCIWLA@gmail.com

CAMPGROUND NOTICE
The Campground is closed during all 

black powder and firearms deer seasons.

mailto:j.lamkin@comcast.net
mailto:j.lamkin@comcast.net
mailto:j.lamkin@comcast.net
http://www.bcciwla.org
mailto:twangermd@gmail.com
mailto:j.lamkin@comcast.net
mailto:j.lamkin@comcast.net
mailto:Newsletter.BCCIWLA@gmail.com
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Welcome to the B-CC IWLA Family!!
The following members were inducted in October 2021:

John Ewanicky 
Interests: Archery; Forestry; Wildlife

Ted Gaskin
Interests: Campground; Rifle & Pistol; Skeet & Trap

James Morrison
Interests: Ponds & Streams; Rifle & Pistol; Skeet & Trap

The following members were inducted in November
2021:

Joe Anastasio
Interests: Family Picnic / Family Activities; Rifle & Pistol
Shooting & Muzzleloading; Wildlife Management

Tom Morrison
Interests: Archery Committee (Archery / 3-D Archery);
Chapterhouse & Furnishings Maintenance; Nature Trail;
Recreational Activities; Rifle & Pistol Shooting &
Muzzleloading; Skeet, Trap, Sporting Clays, 5-Stand
Shooting; Wildlife Management; Youth Activities &
Scouting

Janice and Richard Smith
Interests: Building & Facilities Management; Rifle & Pistol
Shooting & Muzzleloading; Skeet, Trap, Sporting Clays,
5-Stand Shooting 

DINNER SPEAKER
How Much Do You Know About
Blackpowder Shooting?

A special treat for our
February 16 Dinner Meeting!
BCC member Mark Gochnour
will be our Speaker -- Come and
listen to Mark tell about his pas-
sion for blackpowder shooting/
hunting that has spanned most
of his life. He will talk about
how he got interested in muz-
zleloading, which led to this
Chapter having Blackpowder
Day for 10 of the last 11 years.
This event has introduced black-
powder shooting to many and
has enabled others to discover
how to get the most out of their
muzzleloaders. (March 26th is the date for the 2022
Blackpowder Day.)

Hunters, Please Note . . . 
KS Kuts in Damascus has temporarily closed, and is not

accepting deer for private deer processing. They hope to re-
open to accept donation-deer only on or around December
13th.

Farmers & Hunters Feeding the Hungry (FHFH) has worked
out an interim agreement with Clint’s Cuts in Mt. Airy to
receive donations for the Montgomery County Chapter of
FHFH (FHFH MD-09).

Deer for donation should be taken directly to Clint’s Cuts
or can be put in the Poolesville town cooler.

Clint’s Cuts
5620 Detrick Road
Mt. Airy, MD 21771
Shop: 301 865-5120
Cell: 301 748-1505
https://clintscuts.com/
Open 7 days per week / 24 hours a day for drop off

Membership Operations Report
Meg O’Rourke, Membership Secretary
301 275-5907 MembershipSecretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com

Online payments are up, running, and very popular. It was
a lot of hard work by a lot of people – mostly Joe Trotter and
Christian Lowe – but we are finally there!

Traditional renewal payments by check are also rolling in.
If you are mailing in a payment, please note the new address
for this year:

B-CC IWLA
PO Box 2563
Silver Spring, MD 20915

Paper invoices for those without email addresses have
gone out as have those for people who told us they did not
get the email invoice. If you have not received you invoice by
one means or another, please reach out to Meg @
MembershipSecretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com.

There was a data glitch with work hours for a few people.
If you were charged a work fee and believe that you did your
volunteer hours, please reach out to Meg at the email above.

Happy Holidays to you and yours!

         

Associate 16

Family 328

Individual 542

Retired 89
Retired Family

24

Student 14

Youth 4

Membership Census

1017 Total
There were no changes in Life 
memberships this month 

Watch Out For Pfishing And Pfishers!
As happens every year, some creative and unethical folks

take a look at our website and collect email addresses, which
they then use to pretend to be a B-CC officer or chairperson
or member, asking for money! Obviously, you are likely to fig-
ure out that this is not a real request from a real fellow Ike.
Nonetheless, if you get an email something like the following
and signed with any officer’s or other B-CC leader’s name,
check to make sure it is legit!

“Are you available to assist? I am quite unavail-
able now and I've got credence in you to assist in
handling an important task. The Bethesda-Chevy
Chase Chapter of IWLA needs …. “ 

B-CC is all for fishing, but we don’t want to encourage
pfishers.

https://clintscuts.com/
mailto:MembershipSecretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com
mailto:MembershipSecretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com


As a member of the B-CC IWLA, I want to do my part and contribute the following amount to the B-CC IWLA Land
Fund Campaign. 

Name

Address

City State Zip

$50 $100 $200 $500 $1000 OTHER
Your contribution is tax deductible.

Please mail contribution form and check (written out to B-CC IWLA) to B-CC IWLA, PO Box 542, Poolesville, MD 20837

2021 Land Fund

Land Fund Chairman Byron “Butch” Mezick

B-CC IWLA LAND FUND
Please Contribute to the 2021 B-CC IWLA Land Fund

The B-CC IWLA Land Fund began in 1994 to raise the required funds to purchase 127 acres of woodland
on our western border known as the West Woods. Since its inception, the Land Fund has raised over 1,000,000
dollars from past and current members' contributions for the sole purpose of purchasing properties adjacent
to our conservation farm. So, yes, our chapter has increased the size of the 366-acre farm it bought in 1949 to
its present 624 acres.

All funds donated to the B-CC IWLA Land Fund are used solely for land purchase as articulated by the
chapter's bylaws. Further, land fund contributions are tax-deductible and 100% efficient, meaning every dollar
goes for its intended purpose.

Nation-wide the overwhelming reason IWLA chapters lose their shooting ranges and hunting opportunities
is the encroachment of residential and commercial development. Individually we can't stop the advancement
of development towards our present boundaries, but collectively we can, and we have. So yes, by coming
together as a membership of over 1,000, we will preserve the opportunity for present and future generations
to enjoy our lifestyle and chosen value system.

From shooting ranges to bird identification to understanding wildlife, woodlands, and open spaces, to hiking,
gardening, fishing, and conservation education, we will inspire and motivate one another, our families, and
friends.

Please contribute by using our website, BCCIWLA.org, donate with your membership renewal, or mail a
check to B-CC IWLA, PO Box 542, Poolesville, MD 20837. In the memo section of your check, write B-CC
IWLA Land Fund.
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AS A REMINDER…
All chapter members wishing to hunt on our farm

must register on the Chapter website (bcciwla.org),

prior to hunting, to acknowledge understanding our

rules and property boundaries. This is a yearly

requirement. 

Catch a Poacher 24-Hour Hotline
1-800-635-6124

Citizens who supply Maryland Natural Resources
Police with information leading to the arrest and
conviction of a poaching violator are eligible to
receive cash rewards. Give names, addresses,
vehicle descriptions, and as much information as
possible. The anonymity of the caller is guaranteed.

www.bcciwla.org
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Rifle & Pistol Range Report
Gus Zinsser, Committee Chair
240 750-0979 GusZinsser4@gmail.com

Chris Efdimis, Chief Range Officer
240 372-2258

The range will now be open the first two weekends in
December to the general membership. December 12 is the
last day it will be open to the general membership till March
2022.

Winter hours are now in effect running from 9:00am to
4:00pm.

The range is open to no more than 3 guests outside of your
immediate family household.    

PLEASE REMEMBER
• Put paper in the trash. If the cans are full, please empty

them.
• Keep watch on guests you bring. It is your place to brief

them on the SOP’s.
• Be safe and enjoy the range respectfully.
• All must PICK UP THEIR BRASS!

RANGE OFFICER SCHEDULE
DECEMBER
Saturday, Dec. 4 Johnson, G., Gochnour, G., Zoulis, T.,

Crowe, C.
Sunday, Dec. 5 Reilly, J., Gochnour, G., Max, H.
Saturday, Dec. 11 Leahy, M., Lowe, C., Yau, T.
Sunday, Dec. 12 Mense, M., Hammes, P., Tarkowski, J.,

Leahy, M.

RANGE OFFICER COURSE
At this time, we are gauging interest in a new Range

Officer course. To be eligible to take this course you must:    

• • be current members of the B-CC IWLA Chapter in
good standing who have completed their probationary
membership year.

• be 21 years of age
• eligible to legally possess a firearm
• be current in all B-CC IWLA Chapter due

If you are interested in becoming a R&P Range Officer,
please contact Carol at carol2017@aol.com. A list is being
created and you will be contacted with significant notice of a
date. 

If you have not completed your probationary year, please
contact Carol anyway. We will be able to create a list for
future classes.

Archery Range Report
Jack Mandel, Committee Chair
jmandeldesign@gmail.com

The Target Range is open during sunlight hours every day,
all year long.

Guests must sign a Hold Harmless Form and deposit it in
the range box along with optional contribution.

Broadhead use on designated gel medium targets only,
please.

HUNTING
During deer season, please be aware that even

bowhunters must wear orange during firearms seasons.

APOLLO ARCHERY PROGRAM
Due to limited daylight, we will not be hosting any sched-

uled programs for the rest of the year but welcome ad hoc
events suggested by you.

The final scheduled session was the best attended yet, and
next year will be even stronger.

Many thanks to the Thornton Foundation for its generous
donation to this great cause.

We supply all equipment and some light refreshments. If
you would like to get involved, please contact me, Chuck
Thornton (clthornton@gmail.com), or John Gorney
(jag318@gmail.com).

YOUTH ARCHERY
We will likely have spring and summer sessions next year.

Please ping us if you’d like to help organize.

MERIT BADGE PROGRAM
Deborah Behrends shepherded a record number of scouts

through to successful completion of their Archery badge
requirements this year.

SKY OBSERVATORY
The Gold Award Girl Scout project is complete and our

scout held her first tour of the nighttime sky in November.
We hosted more than a dozen young scouts who enjoyed

the constellations, Saturn, and the moons of Jupiter along
with a few s’mores.

3-D ARCHERY
The course is closed until next spring when we will have

the entire network of 30-year old trails open for business, bet-
ter than ever. 

Check out our Facebook page!

Izaak Walton League of America 
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chapter

mailto:GusZinsser4@gmail.com
mailto:carol2017@aol.com
mailto:jmandeldesign@gmail.com
mailto:clthornton@gmail.com
mailto:jag318@gmail.com
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Shotgun Range Report
Warner Parks, Committee Chair
240 620-6942 wparks29@gmail.com

There will be a Shotgun Range Officer Signup for the
upcoming year on Sunday, January 9 and February 6, 2022, at
9:00am in the Chapter House (these are not RO Training
Classes).

Due to the ammunition shortage, we will no longer be
able to have shells available at the range. Once they become
more available, I will try to obtain some for the use at the
range only.

Please pick up your empty shotgun shells and trash when
finished shooting, and keep the range clean and restocked
for the next range officer and shooters. 

All Shotgun Range Equipment is to be used by pre-quali-
fied Shotgun range officers ONLY. If any equipment is mal-
functioning please let Joel or me know.

RANGE OFFICER SCHEDULE
DECEMBER
Sunday, Dec. 5 Mike Noble, Joe McGovern, Victor Kernus,

Jim O’Connell, Mark Olcutt
Sunday, Dec. 12 Joe Reid, Paris Capalupo, Dan Clements,

Bryan Kurtz, Evan Kurtz
Sunday, Dec. 19 Mike Leahy, Mike Bowman, Tucker

Mostrom
Sunday, Dec. 26 Need Range Officers

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Sundays 9:00am to 4:00pm Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays

NOTICE
We do not have permission to hunt or go
on any of our neighbor’s properties. In the
event that you need to track and recover a
deer that makes it off our farm, members
need to get permission before entering our
neighbor’s property. The property located
to the north and west of our farm (near the
big pond) on several different boundaries
is owned by Joe Morin (301 674-5397),
the property located north of the NE
Woods is owned by Vikki Van Winkle
(301 379-3560), and the property across
Willard Road from the NE woods is man-
aged by Bob Cissel (301 775-8978).
Members may enter their property only
after calling them and asking permission.
You must not enter these properties
with a weapon of any kind.

2021 Fall Stream Monitoring
John Novak, Co-chair Ponds & Streams Committee
novakgang4@comcast.net    

On Sunday, November 7th, a Save Our Streams monitoring
session was conducted on Horsepen Branch off Sycamore
Landing Road in McKee Beshers Wildlife Management Area. I
was surprised that no one showed up to help as it was an easy
way to earn volunteer hours.
An email message was sent to
Ponds & Streams members on
November 1st announcing this
event. As it turned out a new
chapter member Ernest Koutras
and his wife Irene graciously
volunteered to help me on very
short notice. They were at the
chapter house/parking lot and
had come out to the chapter
for a visit when I recruited
them. To conduct monitoring,
at least two people are needed
to collect the macroinverte-
brates (bugs) using a seine and
conduct the water chemistry analysis. Also, additional sets of
eyes are helpful in picking out bugs from the seine with for-
ceps, sorting them by appearance, and then identifying them. 

Based on the chemical
analysis, the water quality was
rated as generally good while
the rating for macroinverte-
brates was rated as fair. This
fair rating was due to a low
diversity and number of
macroinvertebrates collected.
Inconsistent flow in the stream
during the past few months
was likely a factor in the low
diversity and number of
macroinvertebrates collected.
This sampling site was dry with
no flowing water during most
of the summer and had only

begun to flow from rainfall events during the last few weeks.
Once collection and identification were completed, all
macroinvertebrates were returned to the stream.

Ernest and Irene Koutras were a tremendous help in mak-
ing this monitoring event successful. Their participation saved
the day, and their help was much appreciated. A December
monitoring event is planned. 

PHOTOS BY JOHN NOVAK

Monthly Dinner Preparation

Our Kitchen Chairman, Chip Dunn, is looking for

one or more individuals to share the job of plan-

ning and preparing the monthly dinner, which is

served at the Membership Meetings on the third

Wednesday of each month.

If you think you might be interested, please contact

Chip – cdunn20842@aol.com.

mailto:wparks29@gmail.com
mailto:novakgang4@comcast.net
mailto:cdunn20842@aol.com
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2021 Interpretive Walk In The Woods
Byron “Butch” Mezick

The 2021  “Interpretive Walk In The Woods” was present-
ed on November 10th and 11th by Bethany Ranftl, Blaine
Elkins, Michael Dawson, and Byron “Butch” Mezick to 80
ninth-grade students attending Poolesville High School’s
Global Ecology Program. My youngest daughter, Bethany
Ranftl, visiting with my wife and me before moving to San
Diego with her husband, stepped up to fill in for three expe-
rienced presenters who were unavailable to attend this year
due to severe illness or a prior commitment. The students and
the teachers well-
received Bethany, an
excellent presenter
and an alumnus of
the first class of the
Poolesville Global
Ecology program. 

The “Interpretive
Walk In The Woods”
aims to educate and
motivate the partici-
pants to become
“seers” by learning
to comprehend the
wonders of the natu-
ral world. No better
classroom to accom-
plish this goal than
our chapter’s 491
acres of woodlands.  

A morning and
afternoon tour con-
sisting of 20 students each was presented on two consecutive
days. The attendees started their walk by hiking up a steep
hill stopping just below the hill’s crest, where we discussed
soil erosion and the formation and composition of that pre-
cious natural resource “Topsoil.” Invasive plant species such as
bush honeysuckle was discussed and observed at our next
stop, followed by a presentation of a small grove of blight-
resistant chestnut trees located at the top of the hill. The walk
next stopped at a pile of trash where we discussed the incred-
ible longevity of different types of trash; a Styrofoam bait

container lasts one million years before it decomposes. Our
guests were then taught to identify three oak trees, red,
white, and chestnut, by their bark and leaves. Buck rubs and
buck scrapes were discovered and discussed as the students
progressed on the walk. A deer skull, complete with velvet
still essentially covering the tines, was presented, followed by
a description of the components of habitat, as was the devas-
tating impact of human development on all other plants and
animals in the natural world. The Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration Act, better known as the Pittman-Robertson Act,
was highlighted with its contribution to date of over 18 bil-
lion dollars to wildlife and wildlife habitat since its inception
in 1937. Full-size turkey decoys were observed, and the
incredible eyesight and hearing of turkeys were discussed, fol-
lowed by a demonstration of the box, slate, and mouth calls
used by hunters to entice the elusive Tom Turkey. Previously
planted items such as a deer skull, a snakeskin, turkey feath-
ers, and animal bones with teeth marks left by mammals in
the pursuit of calcium were discovered by our students as they
became “seers” of the natural world. The incredible natural
process of photosynthesis explaining how a tree develops
from carbon dioxide and water under the influence of the
sun’s energy was presented, including information on why a
leaf is usually green. The importance of fresh water and its
scarcity was explained by example before the students pro-
ceeded to the exam area.  Yes, our “Interpretive Walk In The
Woods” includes an exam where the students worked individ-
ually during a period of silence in an area that is rich in exam-
ples of topics previously discussed and where the tour guides
have planted items of interest. Each student was asked to
explain what they found and share information about their
discovery with others. A short stop by the West Wood’s aban-
doned well was followed by a brisk hike as we completed the
walk and returned to the chapter parking lot.

Many thanks to the B-CC IWLA’s Trail Chairman Brian King
and his committee, who prepared the walking route for the
students and presenters.

Offering interactive programs such as the “Interpretive
Walk In The Woods,” the B-CC IWLA will provide conservation
education to the present and future generations of conserva-
tionists.

B-CC IWLA Conservation Committee

Butch’s daughter Bethany Ranftl holding a plaque
normally on display at Poolesville High School

honoring the first class of Global Students.
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