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FEBRUARY 19

ERIC BERGER, Senior Space Editor at Ars Technica

“Space-X, China and the 21st Century Space Race: 
Who’s Going, and Why”

All aboard! Eric Berger brings his audience on a journey 
to the future of space. Attendees will encounter major 
national and commercial players, such as China and SpaceX, 
respectively, in the space domain and learn about some of 
the challenges, opportunities and threats that the maturing 
Space Age presents. Issues that may arise include whether 
wealthy individuals and corporations should lead space 
exploration and whether competition or cooperation should 
serve as the guiding principle for space-related policies. 

 MARCH 5
MICHAEL GERMAN, Fellow, Liberty & National Security 
Program, Brennan Center for Justice

Fighting Domestic Terrorism and Protecting Federal 
Law Enforcement and Civil Liberties:  
Can We Do All Three?

As national concern grows about domestic terrorism 
and political violence, Michael German explores how law 
enforcement might effectively fulfill its mission to ensure 
public safety while also serving to protect Americans’ 
freedoms, including those rights that are essential to 
robust political debate, such as First Amendment rights to 
free speech and association.

 MARCH 12
MICHAEL MORELL, Former Acting Director and Deputy 
Director of the Central Intelligence Agency

“An Intelligence Officer’s View of a Very Dangerous World”

Having served as presidential daily briefer to George W. 
Bush, including on the morning of September 11, 2001, and 
played a major role in the operation to bring Osama bin 
Laden to justice, Michael Morell analyzes potential sources of 
international conflict, including regional warfare, insurgencies 
and cyber-attacks.  Attendees will gain insights into both 
offensive and defensive actions the U.S. might consider and 
learn about the impact of technology and social media on 
traditional spycraft.
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MARCH 2
DAN MOLDEA, specialist on organized crime and 
political corruption investigations since 1974, best-
selling author and independent investigative journalist.

Organized Crime in the 21st CenturyOrganized Crime in the 21st Century

There is no better expert on organized crime in America 
today than Dan Moldea, who has been at the forefront of 
various crime investigations for almost 50 years and is still 
very involved with the search for Jimmy Hoffa’s body. He’s 
written several non-fiction books about organized crime, has 
interviewed hundreds of mobsters and will share his keen 
insight into this world of corruption, intrigue and murder. 

MARCH 9
JENNIFER SIMPSON PHD, President and CEO of 
Panbela Therapeutics. which is currently conducting a 
drug trial for metastatic pancreatic cancer.

FINDING A CURE. Should you join a clinical trial?FINDING A CURE. Should you join a clinical trial?

It costs a shocking one billion dollars for a new drug to 
make it from the lab to the human body. Clinical trials 
are an integral part of this decades-long process, helping 
researchers determine whether the drug is safe, effective 
and better than the standard treatment. Learn how the 
process works— from pre-clinical lab testing to Phase III 
efficacy trials. Dr. Simpson will discuss safety concerns,  
the FDA approval process and how you or a loved one 
might enroll. She will also offer insight into why the  
cost of drug development has gotten so astronomical.

Enjoy six lively and stimulating presentations by experts in a diverse range of 
topical issues and participate in the engaging Q&A dialogue that has become 
the hallmark of the Talking Points experience. 

All sessions are at 4:00 p.m. in BIG ARTS Christensen Performance Hall.  If 
you prefer, you can purchase  a livestream ticket and enjoy Talking Points 
from the comfort of your own home.
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MARCH 16
AVI LOEB, PHD, Harvard’s top astronomer, is the Frank 
B. Baird, Jr., Professor of Science at Harvard University.

Extraterrestrial Life

We are not alone, believes Avi Loeb, chair of Harvard’s 
Department of Astronomy, founding director of Harvard’s 
Black Hole Initiative, director of the Institute for Theory and 
Computation within the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for 
Astrophysics and author. Loeb and his team have set up a 
telescope on the roof of the Harvard College Observatory to 
look for evidence of extraterritorial life. They are looking for 
strange objects, such as the one sighted in 2017 by scientists 
at a Hawaiian observatory that was moving so quickly that 
Loeb claims it could only have come from another star. Join 
Loeb on March 16 for fascinating discussion about his search 
for extraterrestrial life, the importance of curiosity and other 
mysteries of our universe.

 

MARCH 23
CRAIG PITTMAN, Craig Pittman is a native Floridian, 
a best-selling author, a podcaster and an award-
winning environmental reporter. 

The State You’re In: Florida

That name. That combination of sounds. Three simple 
syllables packing mixed messages. To some people, it’s 
a paradise. To others, it’s a punchline. As award-winning 
journalist and New York Times bestselling author Craig 
Pittman shows, it’s both of these and so much more. In his 
latest book, The State You’re In, he gathers 51 stories and 
columns he’s written over the past 30 years that, in his 
words, “celebrate Florida’s glorious weirdness.” There are 
tales of mermaids, manatees, fugitives, con men, secret 
loves, tattooed retirees, nudists and mythical creatures 
that turn out to be real -- you know, the usual.
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MARCH 30
JANE WOOLDRIDGE, an award-winning travel, 
business and arts multimedia journalist. 

Art Basel & the Art World in the 21st CenturyArt Basel & the Art World in the 21st Century

Art Basel in Miami is a vast exhibition of modern and 
contemporary art, presented by hundreds of galleries 
from around the world. Arrayed against the backdrop of 
cosmopolitan Miami, Art Basel brings together a brilliant 
snapshot of the art market of today. 

Jane Wooldridge is the ideal guide to this epic event. Jane 
serves as the Miami Herald’s visual arts editor and business 
editor. She is also formerly the Herald’s travel editor. Every 
year, Jane edits the 180-page Art Basel issue of the Herald’s 
glossy Indulge luxury magazine. For the Talking Points 
audience, Jane will provide a canvassing view of Art Basel 
in Miami and place it in the context of the art market in the 
21st century

APRIL 6
RAY ARSENAULT, Professor of Southern History 
Emeritus at the University of South Florida, St. 
Petersburg.  

The Life and Times of John LewisThe Life and Times of John Lewis

Prof. Arsenault’s upcoming biography about the life and 
legacy of John Robert Lewis (1940-2020), the 17-term 
congressman from Atlanta, Georgia, who first rose to fame 
as a courageous civil rights activist during the early 1960s 
is as relevant today as it was during the Congressman’s 
lifetime. He has long been one of the most admired 
members of the United States Congress, a revered figure 
widely considered to be an incorruptible, moral leader and 
a steadfast symbol of integrity and courage. His stature 
as “the conscience of Congress” represents only the latest 
phase of a sixty-year career as a civil rights and social 
justice activist. The biography is set to be published in the 
Spring of 2023.

Enjoy any Talking Points lecture seated in the beautiful Christensen Performance Hall or from the 
comfort of your own home via live stream.

Enjoy any Talking Points lecture seated in the beautiful Christensen Performance Hall or from the 
comfort of your own home via live stream.
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