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JANUARY 11
DAVID WASSERMAN, Sr. Editor covering U.S. House of 
Representatives for The Cook Political Report

“What Happened in 2022, and What’s the Roadmap “What Happened in 2022, and What’s the Roadmap 
to the 2024 Elections”to the 2024 Elections”

Election analyst David Wasserman offers illuminating 
facts, figures and maps in an entertaining and strictly 
non-partisan tour of the national political landscape, 
including recent gerrymandering wars, new election 
laws, new Washington politicians to follow and races to 
watch in coming years. Drawing on his extensive cultural, 
demographic and voting-pattern research to forecast and 
interpret election results, Wasserman may be regarded 
as “pretty much the only person you need to follow on 
Election Night” (Chuck Todd, host of NBC’s Meet the Press).

JANUARY 25
AL FRANKEN, Former U.S. Senator, Author, Comedy 
Writer, Comedian, Producer and Screenwriter

“Can Washington Work Again?”

Five-time Emmy winner and author of four #1 New York Times 
bestsellers, Al Franken offers humorous but substantive 
insights into how the decision-making process in Washington 
might better serve the country. One of the original writers 
for Saturday Night Live, Franken served as a member of the 
Judiciary, Energy, Indian Affairs, Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pension Committees and authored a key provision of the 
Affordable Care Act during his time as a U.S. Senator.

 FEBRUARY 1
CHRISTINE FLOWERS, Immigration Lawyer, Columnist, 
Talk Radio Show Host

“Partisanship and Patriotism:  Navigating the Troubled 
Waters of the Post-Obama/Post-Trump Era as a 
Conservative Woman with Friends on Both Shores”

An attorney and columnist syndicated in more than 
120 newspapers, Christine Flowers explores the 
difficulties associated with political labels in a polarized 
society. Drawing on her own experiences in apparent 
contradictions—a Catholic who is both profoundly 
pro-life and in favor of capital punishment, a social 
conservative who has likely voted for more Democrats than 
Republicans—Flowers offers insights that may resonate 
with many who resist excessive partisanship. 

 
FEBRUARY 8
DR. STEPHANIE EDGERLY, Associate Professor and 
Director of Research at the Medill School of Journalism, 
Media, Integrated Marketing Communications, 
Northwestern University

“The End of News? How Media Audiences Are Changing”

As a premier researcher of U.S. media who specializes in 
audience insight and focus, Stephanie Edgerly examines 
today’s media environment and the risks it poses to an 
informed citizenry. In an age of endless news and current-
events information, Edgerly sheds light on the power of the 
media to manipulate perception and guides attendees  
to consider their own media decisions.

JANUARY 18
ALEX VITALE, Professor of Sociology, Brooklyn College 
and the CUNY Graduate Center, Coordinator of the 
Policing and Social Justice Project

“Public Safety + Justice: Making Policing More  
Effective for All Americans”

Having studied and written about police practices for 
more than thirty years, Alex Vitale describes the limits of 
conventional reform to address problems in American policing 
and examines ideas to develop community-based public safety 
initiatives that complement the criminal law system. Civilian 
crisis response teams, anti-violence initiatives, harm-reduction 
programs and restorative-justice programs are among the 
approaches that will be explored.

The FORUM offers stimulating lectures and engaging conversations with 
some of the most important thought leaders of our time.
All lectures are at 7:30 PM in BIG ARTS Christensen Performance Hall.  
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FEBRUARY 19

ERIC BERGER, Senior Space Editor at Ars Technica

“Space-X, China and the 21st Century Space Race: 
Who’s Going, and Why”

All aboard! Eric Berger brings his audience on a journey 
to the future of space. Attendees will encounter major 
national and commercial players, such as China and SpaceX, 
respectively, in the space domain and learn about some of 
the challenges, opportunities and threats that the maturing 
Space Age presents. Issues that may arise include whether 
wealthy individuals and corporations should lead space 
exploration and whether competition or cooperation should 
serve as the guiding principle for space-related policies. 

 MARCH 5
MICHAEL GERMAN, Fellow, Liberty & National Security 
Program, Brennan Center for Justice

Fighting Domestic Terrorism and Protecting Federal 
Law Enforcement and Civil Liberties:  
Can We Do All Three?

As national concern grows about domestic terrorism 
and political violence, Michael German explores how law 
enforcement might effectively fulfill its mission to ensure 
public safety while also serving to protect Americans’ 
freedoms, including those rights that are essential to 
robust political debate, such as First Amendment rights to 
free speech and association.

 MARCH 12
MICHAEL MORELL, Former Acting Director and Deputy 
Director of the Central Intelligence Agency

“An Intelligence Officer’s View of a Very Dangerous World”

Having served as presidential daily briefer to George W. 
Bush, including on the morning of September 11, 2001, and 
played a major role in the operation to bring Osama bin 
Laden to justice, Michael Morell analyzes potential sources of 
international conflict, including regional warfare, insurgencies 
and cyber-attacks.  Attendees will gain insights into both 
offensive and defensive actions the U.S. might consider and 
learn about the impact of technology and social media on 
traditional spycraft.

POINTS

MARCH 2
DAN MOLDEA, specialist on organized crime and 
political corruption investigations since 1974, best-
selling author and independent investigative journalist.

Organized Crime in the 21st CenturyOrganized Crime in the 21st Century

There is no better expert on organized crime in America 
today than Dan Moldea, who has been at the forefront of 
various crime investigations for almost 50 years and is still 
very involved with the search for Jimmy Hoffa’s body. He’s 
written several non-fiction books about organized crime, has 
interviewed hundreds of mobsters and will share his keen 
insight into this world of corruption, intrigue and murder. 

MARCH 9
JENNIFER SIMPSON PHD, President and CEO of 
Panbela Therapeutics. which is currently conducting a 
drug trial for metastatic pancreatic cancer.

FINDING A CURE. Should you join a clinical trial?FINDING A CURE. Should you join a clinical trial?

It costs a shocking one billion dollars for a new drug to 
make it from the lab to the human body. Clinical trials 
are an integral part of this decades-long process, helping 
researchers determine whether the drug is safe, effective 
and better than the standard treatment. Learn how the 
process works— from pre-clinical lab testing to Phase III 
efficacy trials. Dr. Simpson will discuss safety concerns,  
the FDA approval process and how you or a loved one 
might enroll. She will also offer insight into why the  
cost of drug development has gotten so astronomical.

Enjoy six lively and stimulating presentations by experts in a diverse range of 
topical issues and participate in the engaging Q&A dialogue that has become 
the hallmark of the Talking Points experience. 

All sessions are at 4:00 p.m. in BIG ARTS Christensen Performance Hall.  If 
you prefer, you can purchase  a livestream ticket and enjoy Talking Points 
from the comfort of your own home.
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