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In my initial seconds of reflection, I am speechless.  In the next moment, I am 
bursting with tidings of joy and sheer gratitude.  In October, we celebrated two 
years of inception!  My constant prayer, as co-founder and president, has been that 
“the right people, at the right time” would show up to do the work of our mission.  
And that is exactly what has happened. 

Twenty-five individuals joined Dale and I on this journey.  I could recite story upon 
story about how they connected with “our family”.  Our board members come from 
all walks of life and backgrounds to create a diverse and robust board of directors.  
Law enforcement and felon; business owner and school teacher; social worker 
and caretaker; volunteer and youth- all have a seat at the table, co-leading the 
direction of the Wanda Joyce Robinson Foundation.  Dale and I are truly thankful 
for each one of them.

The support we have received from the community and peer organizations is 
tremendous.  YES Arts afforded the opportunity for our middle school youth to 
receive $400 YES Cards to participate in extracurricular activities.  Capital Court 
Authority and the Fraternal Order of Police made it possible for our elementary kids 
to participate in martial arts, dance, and gymnastics. Bluegrass Community and 
Technical College offered virtual admission workshops to our high schoolers.  We 
closed the year with over 100 unique donors who made a financial contribution 
during our inaugural Bluegrass Community Foundation Good Giving Campaign.  As 
a board, we are committed to honoring the blessings that have been given, to do 
the work that is before us. 

We earned the Gold Star of Transparency with GuideStar, a nationally recognized 
clearinghouse for nonprofits.  We registered with the Bluegrass Community 
Foundation and became a Blueprint Partner with Kentucky Youth Advocates. 
During the fall, we approved our inaugural strategic plan, which includes a 
monitoring policy. Additional sub-committees were formed within our board.
 
2020 has provided the opportunity for us to build our infrastructure and to prepare for 
what is to come.  We envision the Wanda Joyce Robinson Foundation as a premiere 
non-profit serving children and youth throughout Kentucky. Our mission to serve 
children and youth impacted by incarceration is pure and steadfast.  We are willing 
to do whatever it takes to break the cycle of generational incarceration and to 
provide a path of hope and a vision of a successful future for the families we serve.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

T h e  2 0 2 0  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  wa s  p r e p a r e d  by  A my  N a n c e  S n ow.

FAC E B O O K  @ WA N DA J OY C E R O B I N S O N F O U N DAT I O N

I N F O @ W J R F O U N DAT I O N . O R G

m i s s i o n
It is the Mission of the Wanda 

Joyce Robinson Foundation to 
provide mentorship and resources 
to children, youth, and families 
impacted by incarceration.

v i s i o n 
It is the Vision of the Wanda Joyce 
Robinson Foundation to end the 
cycle of incarceration by providing 
the children and youth that we 
serve with a path of hope and a 
vision of a successful future.

w e  b e l i e v e :
In protecting children and youth 
from exper iencing ongoing 
disadvantages due to the 
incarceration of their family 
members.

In providing inspiration, 
encouragement, and support to 
each child and youth we encounter.

In the power of redemption, 
restoration, and resi l ience of 
children and families.

In providing a comfort zone for 
our children and youth to fully 
express themselves without fear of 
judgement.

WJRF Co-Founder and President

The year 2020 was a trying 
time for everyone including 
the Wanda Joyce Robinson 
Foundation. A lot of our work 
includes being hands on with 
our children and families. With 
that not being possible, we had 
to find an alternative and that’s 
exactly what we did. We utilized 
our virtual options to the best 
of our ability. We made a vow 
to continue serving  the youth 
and I am proud to say that our 
phenomenal team kept our 
vow. Our foundation is solely  
built on overcoming adversity 
and this year was a testament 
to how we, alongside our youth, 
were able to stand strong. We 
appreciate everyone who has 
continued to support us!

DALE ROBINSON  
WJRF Co-Founder



Q
Children with either parent incarcerated are more likely to experience 

mental health issues, trauma, behavioral problems, substance use, 
learning disabilities, developmental delays, delinquency, teen pregnancy, 

and to drop out of high school. www.epi.org

What’s the issue?

Kentucky ranks THIRD HIGHEST in 
the nation for parental incarceration

What are the solutions?

12% OF KY CHILDREN HAVE  
HAD A PARENT INCARCERATED.
2020 KIDS COUNT

Kentucky can minimize the impact of parental incarceration 
on children by using alternatives to arrest and prosecution for 
minor offenses, reducing the use of incarceration prior to trial 
for less serious offenses, and connecting people with underlying 
substance abuse issues to treatment.  

When a parent is incarcerated, supporting visitation between 
the parent and child in a child-friendly way allows parents and 
children to continue building and maintaining relationships. This is 
especially important as Kentucky builds a strong, more equitable 
communities in response to Covid-19 and calls for addressing 
racial inequalities in the justice system. 

Kentucky Youth Advocates Says:

K

Through a partnership with Global Tel 
Link Corporation, video visitation is 

available for WJRF families.



OUR FOCUS AREA
12% of Kentucky children have had an incarcerated parent. This 

number does not include parents under other forms of court 

supervision.  At 12%, 862 Franklin County children/youth AND 

442 Anderson County children/youth have been impacted by 

incarceration. That’s just two counties! BLUEPRINT FOR  
KENTUCKY’S CHILDREN

KYYOUTH.ORG/BLUEPRINTKY/

The Blueprint for Kentucky’s Children 
is a coalition of non-profit, public, and 
private organizations that stands on 

three pillars: thriving communities launch 
strong families, strong families launch 

successful kids, and successful kids launch 
a prosperous future for Kentucky.

As the commonwealth works to 
overcome the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic and address systemic racism, 

the Blueprint speaks with a common 
voice to create brighter futures for all 

Kentucky kids and their families.

Why is this important?

kyyouth.org/blueprintky/

kyyouth.org/blueprintky/

L E A R N  M O R E
These statistics and more can be found inside the Impact of Maternal 
Incarceration on Kentucky’s Children from December 2020

Data +  
Research

WANDA JOYCE ROBINSON  
FOUNDATION 

WJRFOUNDATION.ORG

Our mission is to support children and youth 
that have been impacted by incarceration. 

Find our Annual Reports, Strategic Plan, 
research and data along with examples of 

the foundation in the media. 

2020 KIDS COUNT SURVEY

KYYOUTH.ORG

A project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation 
since 1990, KIDS COUNT is a national and 
state-by-state effort to track the status of 

children in the United States. 
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Family Fellowship We were able to meet with our families at 
Happy Jack’s Farm during fall break. Hayrides, pumpkins and 
farmyard animals. 

Collaboration with Bluegrass Community and Technical 
College to discuss supportive measures for 
graduating seniors. We held a virtual admission 
meeting for seniors in November.

Adam Hyatt Memorial Scholarship We 
provided $1000 scholarships to two 
graduating seniors, as well as a renewal 
of our freshman in college, who earned a 
4.0GPA at Eastern Kentucky University.

Operation Making a Change During 
January and February, Gerald Gibson 
provided weekly sessions for 21 youth. 
OMAC is an intervention/prevention 
program for youth at risk of becoming 
involved in the criminal justice system.

WJRF has an office located on the second floor 
of The Kings Center. Pre Covid, our Americorps VISTA, 
Meagan Morrow was able to meet with volunteers 
and host trainings at the center. Meagan’s primary focus was 
capacity building for our Amachi mentoring program.  Meagan 
studied directly under the Amachi of Central KY program 
director and staff, including attending the national MENTOR 

conference, with board president Amy Snow, in January 2020. 
Upon completion of her Americorps term, Meagan presented 
the board with a program manual, as a guide to implementation 

of the Amachi program upon the hiring of staff. Meagan 
continues to provide supervision and guidance as a 

board member.  

Amachi of Frankfort Amachi is a nationally 
based program, specifically designed for 

children of the incarcerated, that originated 
in Philadelphia in 2001. Amachi is an African 
word that means who knows what God 
has brought us through this child. Amachi 
of Central Kentucky began in 2004 and 
is located in Lexington. The program is 
based on “people of faith (and goodwill) 
mentoring children of promise.” WJRF 

obtained permission from corporate, to 
begin Amachi of Frankfort. Per our Strategic 

Plan, our goal is to secure funding to hire an 
Amachi program coordinator in 2021.  This is 

a life-changing opportunity for our children and 
youth.  Mentors commit to 12 months of service, with 

strong consideration through high school graduation.  

Interested in Volunteering? We are currently accepting mentor 
applications via our website. 

OPERATIONS AND COMMUNITY PAR TNERSHIPS

NEW Prayer Room
33 individuals from 18+ faith based organizations, 

including the Ministerial Association and 

Interfaith Council have committed to 

praying for our families.  Each month, our 

families have the opportunity to send 

prayer requests and praise reports. Board 

member, Issa Wright, communicates this 

information with our prayer room team. 

Kids Rising Up Through 
Support + Healing 

Kids Rising Up through Support and Healing is a 
K-12th grade curriculum for students impacted by 
incarceration, that was developed by Jalina Wheeler 
and Kristi Whitaker.  KRUSH LLC officially partnered with 
WJRF January 2020.  Since then, over 200 educators 
statewide and beyond were trained in the curriculum.  

Anderson County Schools implemented KRUSH in 
Pre-K through middle school grades. Franklin County 
Schools wrote KRUSH into their Comprehensive District 
Improvement Plan. WJRF has helped implement KRUSH 
in a total of 15 schools in Franklin and Anderson County.  
We are seeking Social Emotional Learning certification, 
a nationally recognized accreditation, for KRUSH.

educating, connecting + preventing 

during a pandemic year

Second Thursdays 
Second Thursdays is a monthly caregiver support 
group that continues to meet each month, 
virtually.  This group is led by Melinda Simpson, 
LCC, BlueGrass Care Navigators.

o
Virtual KRUSH 
training 
allowed us 
to reach 
educators all 
over the state 
and beyond.



FINANCE REPORT

FROM THE PRES IDENT:

2021 OPPORTUNITIES

Connect us  
with sources of  

sustainable funding.

Ways to Donate
wjrfoundation.org

Paypal Giving Fund

Facebook 

Amazon Smile

Brokerage Account

Online Auctions

Contribute to our 
scholarship fund.

GOOD GIVING 
CHALLENGE

The GoodGiving Challenge 
is a week-long online giving 

challenge for local nonprofits 
hosted by Blue Grass 

Community Foundation and 
Smiley Pete Publishing

SAVE THE DATE 
The next Wanda Joyce 

Robinson Foundation Gala 
will be in the Spring of 2022!

WJRF Co-Founder and President

S U P P O R T

C O N TAC T  U S
info@wjrfoundation.org

2020 EXPENSES
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES  $12,548
Marketing, Office Expenses, Software,Professional Development, Insurance, Fees, Taxes 
and Storage Units

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES $23,024
Programming, Family Support, and Scholarship

2020 FUNDRAISERS
Online auctions, via our Greater Giving software, grossed $9,164.
Additional income was received via direct contributions and through online giving. 

In December, we participated in the Good Giving Challenge, sponsored by Blue 
Grass Community Foundation and Smiley Pete.  We are pleased to announce that 100 
unique donors made it possible for us to receive $21,622.38 in donations and matching 
prizes. As a result, our 2021 budget was fully funded!

EXTRA-CURRICULAR SPONSORSHIPS:
Capital Court Authority and the Fraternal Order of Police funded sponsorships for 15 
elementary age children.  In kind donations of two dance sponsorships were made 
by Capital City Dance and additional fees were comped by Frankfort Martial Arts. 
Additionally, 31 middle school age youth were offered the $400 YES Card through YES 
Arts.  Covid 19 implicated our children/youth activities.  We are looking forward to 
raising this number in 2021.  (54 children/youth were sponsored in 2019.)

2021 budget is available to view on our website.



Kim Beers 
Franklin County Schools 

Dustin Bowman 
Frankfort Police Department

Rachelle Chattin 
Bookkeeper

Krystal Conway-Cunningham  
Frankfort Independent Schools

Tisa Conway-Cunningham 
Frankfort Independent Schools

Mitzi Geveden 
Department of Community  
Based Services

Shelley Hearn 
Department of Community  
Based Services 

Kevin Hocker 
Department of Juvenile  
Justice Based Services

Debbie Moore 
Franklin County Schools 

Meagan Morrow 
Franklin County Schools

Ashley Mulder 
Franklin County Regional Jail

Gregg Muravchick 
Scott County Police Department

Margaret O’Donnell 
Attorney at Law

Bailey Slucher 
Paul Sawyier Public Library

LaQuida Smith 
University of Kentucky

Dinah Walker 
National Minority Family Development

Issa Wright 
Administrative Office of the Courts

Kalissa Yates 
Kentucky State University

Dale Robinson (Co-Founder and Robinson Family Representative), Wil Rhodes (Kings Center 
Representative), Aevion Jones( Young Adult Representative), Kaydence Baxter (Youth 
Representative), Lauren Wells (WJRF Volunteer Representative), Shelby Durham (Indiana 
Weslyian MSW Intern), Brittany Suter (Prisoner Parent Rep)

GENERAL BOARD

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

Despite Covid, our board continued  
to meet virtually each month.  We 
welcomed Rachelle Chattin, 
bookkeeper; Whitney Jennels, vice 
president; Jonathan Scott, treasurer; 
Dinah Walker, mental health rep; 
LaQuida Smith, KSU; and Shelby  
Downey, Indiana Wesleyan MSW 
program, as our intern. 

In October, the board approved 
our inaugural Strategic Plan and 
monitoring policy.  Core goals include 
a diverse and robust board; training 
and ongoing support of future staff 
and volunteers; strong community 
partnerships; and vibrant programming.  
We are committed to best practices 
and the evaluation of our programs 
and organization.  Board member, 
LaQuida Smith, Kentucky State University 
Psychology professor and University of 
Kentucky doctoral student, is dedicated 
to volunteering her expertise in the 
development of this area during 2021. 

Find the strategic plan on our website.

WJRF achieved a Gold Seal of 
Transparency with Guide Star, a 
national clearinghouse for non-profits.  
This seal requires financial transparency 
and goal planning. 

We became a KY Youth Advocates 
Blueprint Partner and participate in the 
advocate virtual forums.  

In Memoriam

Carmen Lewis

B O A R D  M E M B E R S H I P
Amy Snow
President

Whitney Jennels
Vice President

Jonathan Scott
Treasurer

Rebecca Redding
Secretary

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

2020 HIGHLIGHTS


