
Welcome to St. John’s Church 
 

 

 
 

 

The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost: 

September 26, 2021 

8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
 

WELCOME BACK TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP! 
 

The health and safety of the most vulnerable in our congregation and community remains the 

highest concern to St. John’s. Remember that many in our communities are not vaccinated; 

like most of those under 17 years old, those who are immuno-compromised, and those who 

have chosen not to be vaccinated for other reasons. While many are now vaccinated, 

remember that even a small percentage of those vaccinated can contract the corona virus, 

and while their symptoms may be milder, they can also spread the virus to loved ones and 

friends back home. We have not yet reached herd immunity as a nation. So please remain 

vigilant in safety protocols, mindful of the risk in our community, masked indoors, social 

distancing and getting vaccinated if possible. And be assured that we will continue to ‘live 

stream’ our worship to both our St. John’s YouTube Page and our St. John’s Facebook page.  



THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God  

and Celebration of the Holy Communion 

In accordance with the guidelines of the CDC and the CT Department of Health for areas of 

‘substantial’ or ‘high’ risk of infection, St. John’s asks everyone to wear masks inside the 

church, whether vaccinated or not. 

Choral Prelude    Let Thy Merciful Ears, O Lord   Thomas Mudd (c. 1619-1667) 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Processional Hymn # 544      “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er The Sun” 

1 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

 doth his successive journeys run; 

 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 

 and praises throng to crown his head; 

 his Name like sweet perfume shall rise 

 with every morning sacrifice. 

3 People and realms of every tongue 

 dwell on his love with sweetest song; 

 and infant voices shall proclaim 

 their early blessings on his Name. 

4 Blessings abound where’er he reigns: 

 the prisoners leap to lose their chains, 

 the weary find eternal rest, 

 and all who suffer want are blest. 

5 Let every creature rise and bring 

 peculiar honors to our King; 

 angels descend with songs again, 

 and earth repeat the loud amen. 

 

 



The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant may say 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria S # 280  Gloria in Excelsis 
1 Glory to God in the highest, 

 and peace to his people on earth. 

2 Lord God, heavenly King, 

 almighty God and Father, 

 we worship you, we give you thanks, 

 we praise you for your glory. 

3 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

 Lord God, Lamb of God, 

4 you take away the sin of the world; 

 have mercy on us; 

5 you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 

 receive our prayer. 

6 For you alone are the Holy One, 

 you alone are the Lord, 

7 you alone are the Most High, 

 Jesus Christ, 

 with the Holy Spirit, 

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 



The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and 

pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, 

may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Lessons 

INTRODUCTION: In this reading from the Hebrew Bible, we hear the story of Queen Esther, 

who saves her people. 

A Reading from the Book of Esther: 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, 

as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, 

Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half 

of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won 

your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my 

petition-- and the lives of my people-- that is my request. For we have been sold, I 

and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been 

sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy 

can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen 

Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, 

“A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king 

and the queen. Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, 

“Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved 

the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him 

on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. 

Then the anger of the king abated. Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters 

to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 

enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and 

also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the 

Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for 

them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should 



make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one 

another and presents to the poor. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

Psalm 124 

 

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrain 

At the beginning, a cantor will sing the refrain once, after which the congregation is 

invited to repeat it. The verses will then be sung by cantors, and the congregation is 

invited to repeat the refrain after verses 2, 4, 6, and 8. 

1 If the LORD had not been on our side, * 

let Israel now say; 

2 If the LORD had not been on our side, * 

when enemies rose up against us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

in their fierce anger toward us; 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters * 

have gone right over us. 

6 Blessed be the LORD! * 

he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is in the Name of the LORD, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

INTRODUCTION: At the conclusion of this epistle, the author affirms prayer and the power of 

forgiveness in all circumstances. 



A Reading from the Letter of James: 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They 

should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the 

elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the 

name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise 

them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore, confess 

your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The 

prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, 

and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it 

did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the 

earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders 

from the truth and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever 

brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner's soul from death and will 

cover a multitude of sins. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 635 If Thou But Trust In God To Guide Thee 

1 If thou but trust in God to guide thee, 

 and hope in him through all thy ways, 

 he’ll give thee strength whate’er betide thee, 

 and bear thee through the evil days. 

 Who trusts in God’s unchanging love 

 builds on a rock that nought can move. 

2 Sing, pray, and keep his ways unswerving; 

 so do thine own part faithfully, 

 and trust his word, though undeserving; 

 thou yet shalt find it true for thee; 

 God never yet forsook in need 

 the soul that trusted him indeed. 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

INTRODUCTION: In our Gospel this morning, Jesus bids his disciples to accept all who seek to 

do good in his name. but whoever shakes the faith of a fellow Christian will be condemned. 

 



The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 

name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, 

“Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able 

soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I 

tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of 

Christ will by no means lose the reward. “If any of you put a stumbling block 

before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a 

great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If 

your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed 

than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot 

causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have 

two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it 

out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 

eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 

quenched. “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 

saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to thee, O Christ. 

The Sermon       The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

   the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

   the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, 

   true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one Being with the Father. 

   Through him all things were made. 

   For us and for our salvation 



      he came down from heaven: 

   by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

      and was made man. 

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

      he suffered death and was buried. 

      On the third day he rose again 

         in accordance with the Scriptures; 

      he ascended into heaven 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

  He has spoken through the Prophets. 

   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

We join with those who have petitioned God for the gift of mercy as we offer our 

prayers and intercessions, responding to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O Spirit 

of Truth.”  

+ For the Church in its mission to teach the ways of Christ, remembering 

especially Hosam, the Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Justin, 

Archbishop of Canterbury; Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople; Francis, 

Bishop of Rome; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and Ian and Laura, our Bishops, 

Fr. Geoff, our priest, and for all the members of this congregation, that we may 

welcome home those who have strayed from the faith, or who have lost themselves 

in empty dreams; let us pray.  

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.  

+ For a commitment to serve the poor in meeting their daily needs, to assist them 

in their search for a productive life, and to know that in seeing them we are seeing 

the poverty that dwells within ourselves, remembering especially the work of the 

Washington Council of Congregations; let us pray.  

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.  



+ That our congregations may not fear to move forward into an unknown future 

and a new normal, and joyfully embark on the new challenges to which God is 

calling us to respond; let us pray.  

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.  

+That the sick may derive strength from the prayers of others and be supported by 

the presence of family and friends, remembering especially those for whom our 

prayers are asked: Mary Jo Keating, Tom Witt, Kathy Coe, Diana Clark, Lisa 

Lafleur, and all who are housebound especially Janet Chenery and Joan Beattie; let 

us pray.  

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.  

+ For the voices of women who call upon those in authority to spare their young 

sons from war, their daughters from sexual abuse, and their families from 

dislocation, that the world may listen to their urgent cries for help, remembering 

especially António, Secretary General of the United Nations, Joe, our President, 

Ned our Governor, Jim, the First Selectman of the town of Washington, the 

members of our Congresses and Courts; let us pray.  

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.  

+ For those who have died, remembering especially Ken Hecken buried from this 

parish last week, and Fr. David Williams who died last week, and for the 1 in 500 

Americans who have died of the covid virus so far in this pandemic, that the 

promises of God’s kingdom may come quickly; let us pray.  

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.  

Let us continue our prayers, knowing that the Banquet of the Lord will nourish us 

for the journey ahead, pausing now so that all may add their own petitions or 

thanksgiving, either silently in their hearts or aloud in our midst.  

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever 

present with your servants who seek through art and music to perfect the praises 

offered by your people on earth; and grant to them even now glimpses of your 

beauty, and make them worthy at length to behold it unveiled for evermore; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 



Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake 

of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight 

in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

The Almighty and most merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission 

of all your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace 

and consolation of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem Hear My Prayer     James Kent (1700-1776) 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ 

our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by 

his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we 

praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 



company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 

Sanctus  Missa L'Hora Passa      Ludovico da Viadana (1565-1644) 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 

and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 

stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.  

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 

Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 

in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into 

the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and for ever. AMEN. 



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Agnus Dei  Missa L'Hora Passa       Ludovico da Viadana (1565-1644) 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to 

receive Communion in this place.  

This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

Communion will be distributed in one kind only, the bread, and will be received in the pews, 

so it is very important that attendees sit in every other pew as designated, so that the 

Celebrant can move along in the empty pews to share. If an attendee does not wish to receive 

Communion, they need only to cross their hands over their chest so to signify. Others may 

receive as they wish, standing, kneeling, or seated. Please wait until the Celebrant has 

passed before removing your masks and consuming the bread. 

Communion Hymns # 314 Humbly I Adore Thee, Verity Unseen 

1 Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen, 

 who thy glory hidest ’neath these shadows mean; 



 lo, to thee surrendered, my whole heart is bowed, 

 tranced as it beholds thee, shrined within the cloud. 

2 Taste and touch and vision to discern thee fail; 

 faith, that comes by hearing, pierces through the veil. 

 I believe whate’er the Son of God hath told; 

 what the Truth hath spoken, that for truth I hold. 

3 O memorial wondrous of the Lord’s own death; 

 living Bread that givest all thy creatures breath, 

 grant my spirit ever by thy life may live, 

 to my taste thy sweetness never-failing give. 

4 Jesus, whom now hidden, I by faith behold, 

 what my soul doth long for, that thy word foretold: 

 face to face thy splendor, I at last shall see, 

 in the glorious vision, blessed Lord, of thee. 

Communion Anthem Ego Sum Panis Vivus     Orlando di Lasso (c. 1532-1594) 

Translation: I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, 

he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 

world. Alleluia. 

for online worshippers, and for those who for other reasons choose not to receive, here is the 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the 

Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We 

present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be 

united to you. And since we are not now receiving you physically, we ask you to 

come into our hearts spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of our 

souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 

the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Recessional Hymn # 609 Where Cross The Crowded Ways Of Life 

1 Where cross the crowded ways of life, 

 where sound the cries of race and clan, 

 above the noise of selfish strife, 

 we hear thy voice, O Son of Man. 

2 In haunts of wretchedness and need, 

 on shadowed thresholds dark with fears, 

 from paths where hide the lures of greed, 

 we catch the vision of thy tears. 

3 The cup of water given for thee 

 still holds the freshness of thy grace; 

 yet long these multitudes to see 

 the true compassion of thy face. 

4 O Master, from the mountain side, 

 make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 

 among these restless throngs abide, 

 O tread the city’s streets again; 

5 till all the world shall learn thy love, 

 and follow where thy feet have trod; 

 till glorious from thy heaven above, 

 shall come the city of our God. 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude   Improvisation on “Duke Street” 

The flowers on the High Altar today are given to the Glory of God 

and in Thanksgiving for the Wedding Anniversary of Tom & MB Witt 

Anyone may reserve altar flowers on a particular Sunday for memorials.  

The Altar Flower Chart is in the Parish Hall or on the SJ Google Drive. 



ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

 

Worship Ministers Today: 

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Celebrant 

Tom Brand, Organist & Choir Master 

John Magee, 8:00 Reader 

Sara Coles, 10:00 Reader 

Joseph Claro, Veejay (VJ) 

Sara Coles, MB Witt: Altar Guild 

 

 

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527 

St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net 

St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/ 

St. John’s Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsChurchWashingtonCT 

St. John’s YouTube Page: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg 
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